>
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 90, No. 188/ Wednesday, October 1, 2025/ Notices

47351

1950, as amended, the National Center
for Science and Engineering Statistics
(NCSES)—one of 13 principal federal
statistical agencies—serves as a central
Federal clearinghouse for the collection,
interpretation, analysis, and
dissemination of objective data on
science, engineering, technology,
research and development for use by
practitioners, researchers, policymakers,
and the public. NCSES conducts about
a dozen nationally-representative
surveys to obtain the data for these
purposes. The Generic Clearance will be
used to ensure that the highest quality
data are obtained from these surveys.
State of the art methodology will be
used to develop, evaluate, and test
questionnaires and survey concepts as
well as to research and improve survey
and statistical methodologies. This may
include field or pilot tests of questions
for future large-scale surveys, as needed.

The Generic Clearance will also be used
to test and evaluate data dissemination
tools and methods in an effort to
improve access for data users.

Use of the Information. The purpose
of these studies is to use the latest and
most appropriate methodology to
improve NCSES surveys, evaluate new
data acquisition and collection efforts,
and evaluate data dissemination tools
and mechanisms. Methodological
findings may be presented externally in
technical papers at conferences,
published in the proceedings of
conferences, or in journals. Improved
NCSES surveys, data collections, data
procurement, and data dissemination
will help policymakers in decisions on
research and development funding,
graduate education, and the scientific
and engineering workforce, as well as
contributing to reduced survey costs.

Expected Respondents. The
respondents will be from industry,

academia, nonprofit organizations, the
public, and State, local, and Federal
governments. Respondents will be
either individuals or institutions,
depending on the topic under
investigation. NCSES expects to use
both qualitative and quantitative
procedures, in various modes (e.g., in-
person, telephone, web). Up to 20,400
respondents will be contacted across all
projects. No respondent will be
contacted more than twice in one year
under this generic clearance. Every
effort will be made to use technology to
limit the burden on respondents from
small entities.

Estimate of Burden. NCSES estimates
that a total reporting and recordkeeping
burden of 12,200 hours will result from
activities to improve its survey
collections and data dissemination
tools. The calculation is shown in the
following table:

Collection type Respondents Tot(arlllotl);g():len Annuezl:]%%?sk;urden

R&D ENtErpriSE SUIVEYS .......coiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt sttt et 800 1,050 350
Science and Engineering Workforce SUIVEYS ........ccooceiuiiiiiiiieiieeseeceeeree e 6,300 1,725 575
STEM EdUCALION SUIVEYS ....c.ceiiiiiiiiiiieeee ettt 800 1,000 334
Data Dissemination Tools and Methods ............ccccoeciiiiiiiiiiiiii s 2,500 425 142
Other surveys and projects not specified ..........ccoceviiiiiiiiiiiic e 10,000 8,000 2,667
1o - SRRSOt 20,400 12,200 4,067

Dated: September 29, 2025.
Suzanne H. Plimpton,

Reports Clearance Officer, National Science
Foundation.
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Agency Information Collection
Activities: Comment Request

AGENCY: National Center for Science and
Engineering Statistics, National Science
Foundation.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The National Center for
Science and Engineering Statistics
(NCSES) within the National Science
Foundation (NSF) is seeking approval to
renew the SAP Portal information
collection as a Common Form, OMB
control number 3145-0271, to permit
other federal agency users to streamline
the information collection in
coordination with OMB. This is the
second notice for public comment. The
first notice was published in the Federal
Register and NCSES did not receive any
comments. NCSES is forwarding the
proposed SAP Portal information

collection as a Common Form to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for clearance simultaneously
with the publication of this second
notice. The full submission may be
found at: http://www.reginfo.gov/public/
do/PRAMain.

DATES: Written comments on this notice
must be received by October 31, 2025 to
be assured of consideration. Comments
received after that date will be
considered to the extent practicable.
Send comments to the address below.

Comments: Comments are invited on
(a) whether the collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the federal statistical
agencies, including whether the
information has practical utility; (b) the
accuracy of the NSF’s estimate of the
burden of the proposed collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
existing SAP Portal to improve the user
experience; and (d) ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs of OMB, Attention: Desk Officer
for National Science Foundation, 725
17th Street NW, Room 10235,
Washington, DC 20503, and Suzanne H.
Plimpton, Reports Clearance Officer,
National Science Foundation, 2415
Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA
22314, or send email to splimpto@
nsf.gov. Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339, which is accessible 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year
(including federal holidays).

Copies of the submission may be
obtained by calling 703-292-7556.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Foundations for Evidence-Based
Policymaking Act of 2018 mandates that
OMB establish a Standard Application
Process (SAP) for requesting access to
certain confidential data assets. While
the adoption of the SAP is required for
statistical agencies and units designated
under CIPSEA, it is recognized that
other agencies and organizational units
within the Executive branch may benefit
from the adoption of the SAP to accept
applications for access to confidential
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data assets. The SAP is a process
through which agencies, the
Congressional Budget Office, State,
local, and Tribal governments,
researchers, and other individuals, as
appropriate, may apply to access
confidential data assets held by a federal
statistical agency or unit for the
purposes of developing evidence. With
the Interagency Council on Statistical
Policy (ICSP) as advisors, the entities
upon whom this requirement is levied
worked with the SAP Program
Management Office (PMO) and with
OMB to implement the SAP and
continue to work to manage and
enhance the overall process. The SAP
Portal is a single online common
application for the public to request
access to confidential data assets from
federal statistical agencies and units.

This request is on behalf of the
following federal statistical agencies and
units, which may use the Common
Form:

¢ Bureau of Economic Analysis
(Department of Commerce)

e Bureau of Justice Statistics
(Department of Justice)

e Bureau of Labor Statistics
(Department of Labor)

e Bureau of Transportation Statistics
(Department of Transportation)

¢ Census Bureau (Department of
Commerce)

e Economic Research Service
(Department of Agriculture)

e Energy Information Administration
(Department of Energy)

o National Agricultural Statistics
Service (Department of Agriculture)

e National Center for Education
Statistics (Department of Education)

e National Center for Health Statistics
(Department of Health and Human
Services)

e National Center for Science and
Engineering Statistics (National
Science Foundation)

o Office of Research, Evaluation, and
Statistics (Social Security
Administration)

e Statistics of Income Division (Income
Revenue Service)

e Microeconomic Surveys Unit (Federal
Reserve Board)

e Center for Behavioral Health Statistics
and Quality (Department of Health
and Human Services)

e National Animal Health Monitoring
System (Department of Agriculture)
Title of collection: Standard

Application Process (SAP) Portal.

OMB Control Number: 3145-0271.
Expiration Date of Current Approval:

December 31, 2025.

Type of Request: Intent to seek
approval to collect information from the

public through the Standard
Application Process (SAP) Portal, as a
Common Form.

Abstract: Established within the NSF
by the America COMPETES
Reauthorization Act of 2010 § 505,
codified in the National Science
Foundation Act of 1950, as amended,
the National Center for Science and
Engineering Statistics (NCSES) serves as
a central Federal clearinghouse for the
collection, interpretation, analysis, and
dissemination of objective data on
science, engineering, technology, and
research and development for use by
practitioners, researchers, policymakers,
and the public.

Title III of the Foundations for
Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of
2018 (hereafter referred to as the
Evidence Act) mandates that OMB
establish a Standard Application
Process (SAP) for requesting access to
certain confidential data assets.
Specifically, the Evidence Act requires
OMB to establish a common application
process through which agencies, the
Congressional Budget Office, State,
local, and Tribal governments,
researchers, and other individuals, as
appropriate, may apply for access to
confidential data assets collected,
accessed, or acquired by a statistical
agency or unit. This process was
implemented with stringent controls to
protect confidentiality and privacy, as
required by the law.

The Evidence Act requires that each
statistical agency or unit establish an
identical application process. The
Evidence Act further requires that
federal statistical agencies establish
common criteria for determining
whether to approve an application for
confidential data, timeframes for prompt
determination, an appeals process for
adverse determinations, and standards
for transparency. In response to these
requirements, the statistical agencies
and units operate an online portal
(referred to as the SAP Portal) on behalf
of OMB to provide the common
application form to applicants. The
objective of the SAP Portal is to increase
public access to confidential data for the
purposes of evidence building and
reduce the burden of applying for
confidential data.

Data collected, accessed, or acquired
by statistical agencies and units is vital
for developing evidence on conditions,
characteristics, and behaviors of the
public and on the operations and
outcomes of public programs and
policies. This evidence can benefit the
stakeholders in the programs, the
broader public, as well as policymakers
and program managers at the local,
State, Tribal, and National levels. The

many benefits of access to data for
evidence building notwithstanding, the
process of discovering confidential data,
applying for access, and, in certain
cases, revising an application or
appealing an adverse determination
through the SAP Portal still places a
burden on the public, as outlined below.

The SAP Policy: At the
recommendation of the ICSP, the SAP
Policy establishes the SAP implemented
by statistical agencies and units and
incorporates directives from the
Evidence Act. The policy is intended to
provide guidance as to the application
and review processes using the SAP
Portal, setting forth clear standards that
enable statistical agencies and units to
implement a common application form
and a uniform review process. The
methods of collection outlined below
are in accordance with the SAP Policy.
The SAP Policy was submitted to the
public for comment in January 2022 (87
FR 2459, 2022). The policy was issued
by OMB in December of 2022 as M—23—
04.

For the purpose of the SAP Policy, the
application process begins with an
applicant discovering a confidential
data asset for which a statistical agency
or unit is accepting applications to
access for the purpose of building
evidence and ends with the agency or
unit’s determination on whether to grant
access. In the case of an adverse
determination, the application process
ends with the conclusion of an appeals
process if the applicant elects to appeal
the determination.

The SAP Portal: The SAP Portal is an
online interface connecting applicants
seeking data with a catalog of data assets
owned by the federal statistical agencies
and units as well as an application to
apply for those assets. The SAP Portal
is not a data repository or warehouse;
confidential data assets continue to be
stored in secure data access facilities
owned and hosted by the federal
statistical agencies and units. The portal
provides a streamlined application
process across agencies, reducing
redundancies in the application process.
This single SAP Portal improves the
process for applicants, tracking and
communicating the application process
throughout its lifecycle. This reduces
redundancies and burden on applicants
that request access to data from multiple
agencies. The SAP Portal automates key
tasks to save resources and time and
brings agencies into compliance with
the Evidence Act statutory
requirements.

Data Discovery: Individuals begin the
process of accessing restricted use data
by discovering confidential data assets
through the SAP data catalog,
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maintained by federal statistical
agencies at www.researchdatagov.org.
Potential applicants can search by
agency, topic, or keyword to identify
data of interest or relevance. Once they
have identified data of interest,
applicants can view metadata outlining
the title, description or abstract, scope
and coverage, and detailed methodology
related to a specific data asset to
determine its relevance to their
research.

While statistical agencies and units
shall endeavor to include metadata in
the SAP data catalog on all confidential
data assets for which they accept
applications, it may not be feasible to
include metadata for some data assets
(e.g., potential curated versions of
administrative data). A statistical agency
or unit may still accept an application
through the SAP Portal even if all
requested data assets are not listed in
the SAP data catalog.

SAP Application Process: Individuals
who have identified and wish to access
confidential data assets can apply for
access through the SAP Portal.
Applicants must create an account and
follow all steps to complete the
application. Applicants begin by
entering their personal, contact, and
institutional information, as well as the
personal, contact, and institutional
information of all individuals on their
research team. Applicants proceed to
provide summary information about
their proposed project, including project
title, duration, funding, timeline, and
other details including the data asset(s)
they are requesting and any proposed
linkages to data not listed in the SAP
data catalog, including non-federal data
sources. Applicants then proceed to
enter detailed information regarding
their proposed project, including a
project abstract, research question(s),
literature review, project scope, research
methodology, project products, and
anticipated output. Applicants must
demonstrate a need for confidential
data, outlining why their research
question cannot be answered using
publicly available information.

Submission for Review: Upon
submission of their application,
applicants receive a notification that
their application has been received and
is under review by the data-owning
agency or agencies (in the event where
data assets are requested from multiple
agencies).

In accordance with the Evidence Act
and the direction of the ICSP, agencies
approve or reject an application within
a prompt timeframe. In some cases,
agencies may determine that additional
clarity, information, or modification is
needed and request the applicant to

“revise and resubmit” their application.
This is also in accordance with the SAP
Policy.

Appeals Process: In the event of an
adverse determination, the applicant is
provided justification through the SAP
Portal detailing the determination. The
SAP Portal provides the applicant with
the option to submit an appeal for
reconsideration by the data-owning
agency or agencies. Applicants can also
file an appeal for noncompliance with
the SAP Policy.

Access to Restricted Use Data: In the
event of a positive determination,
applicants are notified that their
proposal has been accepted and that
application approval does not alone
grant access to confidential data, and
that applicants must comply with the
data-owning agency’s security
requirements outside of the SAP Portal,
which may include a background check.
In the event of an adverse
determination, the applicant is notified
of the decision and their right to appeal
the decision. The positive or final
adverse determination concludes the
SAP-Portal process. In the instance of a
positive determination, the data-owning
agency (or agencies) will contact the
applicant to provide instructions on the
agency’s security requirements that
must be completed to gain access to the
confidential data. The completion and
submission of the agency’s security
requirements occurs outside of the SAP
Portal and is therefore not included in
the estimate of burden below.

Estimate of Burden: The amount of
time to complete an application within
the SAP Portal may vary depending on
the number of individuals on the
application, the topic of the proposal,
and the data assets being requested. To
request access to NCSES data assets, it
is estimated that the average time to
complete and submit an application
within the SAP Portal is 60 minutes.
This estimate includes the time needed
to complete the SAP Portal application
fields (applicant information and
research proposal); it does not include
an estimate of the time needed to
develop a research proposal itself. The
research proposal is developed outside
of the SAP Portal and may be written for
multiple audiences (e.g., to solicit
funding); therefore, it is not included in
the estimate of burden for the SAP
Portal.

The expected number of applications
submitted to NCSES in a given year may
vary. Overall, NCSES estimates it may
receive up to 20 application
submissions within the SAP Portal per
year. NCSES estimates that the total
burden for the SAP Portal over the
course of the three-year OMB clearance

will be about 60 hours and, as a result,

an average annual burden of 20 hours.
Dated: September 29, 2025.

Suzanne H. Plimpton,

Reports Clearance Officer, National Science
Foundation.

[FR Doc. 2025-19143 Filed 9-30-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

730th Meeting of the Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards
(ACRS)

In accordance with the purposes of
Sections 29 and 182b of the Atomic
Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 2039, 2232(b)),
the Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) will hold meetings
on November 5-7, 2025. In addition, the
ACRS is implementing Section 4.(b) of
Executive Order (E.O.) 14300, “Ordering
the Reform of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission,” dated May 23, 2025,
which states, in part, that the functions
of the ACRS shall be reduced to the
minimum necessary to fulfill ACRS’s
statutory obligations and that review by
ACRS of permitting and licensing issues
shall focus on issues that are truly novel
and noteworthy. The ACRS will only
undertake other work as directed by the
Commission in accordance with
Sections 29 and 182b of the Atomic
Energy Act.

The Committee will be conducting
meetings that will include some
Members being physically present at the
headquarters of the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) while
other Members participate remotely.
Interested members of the public are
encouraged to participate remotely in
any open sessions via Microsoft Teams
or via phone at 301-576-2978, passcode
448781828#. A more detailed agenda,
including the Microsoft Teams link,
may be found at the ACRS public
website at https://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/doc-collections/acrs/agenda/
index.html. If you would like the
Microsoft Teams link forwarded to you,
please contact the Designated Federal
Officer (DFO) as follows:
Quynh.Nguyen@nrc.gov, or
Lawrence.Burkhart@nrc.gov.

Wednesday, November 5, 2025

8:30 a.m.-8:35 a.m.: Opening
Remarks by the ACRS Chairman
(Open)—The ACRS Chairman will make
opening remarks regarding the conduct
of the meeting.

8:35 a.m.—10:30 a.m.: Kemmerer
Construction Permit Application Review
(Open/Closed)—The Committee will
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