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1 Executive Order 14154, Unleashing American 
Energy (Jan. 20, 2025), and a Presidential 
Memorandum, Ending Illegal Discrimination and 
Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity (Jan. 21, 2025), 
require the Department to strictly adhere to NEPA, 
42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq. Further, such Order and 
Memorandum repeal Executive Orders 12898 (Feb. 
11, 1994) and 14096 (Apr. 21, 2023). Because 
Executive Orders 12898 and 14096 have been 

repealed, complying with such Orders is a legal 
impossibility. The USGS verifies that it has 
complied with the requirements of NEPA, including 
the Department’s regulations and procedures 
implementing NEPA at 43 CFR part 46 and Part 516 
of the Departmental Manual, consistent with the 
President’s January 2025 Order and Memorandum. 

procedures and checklists. While the 
Department intends to publish a subset 
of the deficiencies in the NSPIRE 
Standards that are applicable to HOME 
and HTF projects, participating 
jurisdictions and HTF grantees that 
implement the changes in the NSPIRE 
final rule before publication of the 
subset of deficiencies for HOME and 
HTF must implement the full set of 
deficiencies in the NSPIRE Standards in 
their rehabilitation and ongoing 
property standards and policies and 
procedures. Further, participating 
jurisdictions and HTF grantees may not 
implement the changes in the NSPIRE 
final rule until such rehabilitation and 
ongoing property standards and policies 
and procedures are updated consistent 
with NSPIRE. 

In addition, participating jurisdictions 
and HTF grantees cannot impose new 
requirements resulting from updated 
regulations on project owners unless the 
written agreements with owners for the 
funds permit the participating 
jurisdiction or HTF grantee to do so. 
Consequently, participating 
jurisdictions or HTF grantees must 
determine whether the requirements 
applied in the written agreements that 
are fully executed before the effective 
date of the NSPIRE final rule are 
automatically updated when regulatory 
changes take effect or if such agreements 
must be amended to apply the new or 
updated requirements. This is an 
important consideration when 
participating jurisdictions or HTF 
grantees would like to apply the NSPIRE 
final rule rehabilitation and ongoing 
HOME or HTF property standard 
requirements to projects with 
commitments made prior to the effective 
date of the NSPIRE final rule and for 
HOME or HTF projects that are jointly 
funded by another HUD program with 
an earlier NSPIRE final rule effective 
date. 

V. Conclusion 

Accordingly, the Department revises 
the October 1, 2025, compliance date for 
the changes made to 24 CFR parts 92, 
93, 576, and 578 to October 1, 2026, at 
which time recipients subject to these 
parts must comply with the NSPIRE 
final rule. Until October 1, 2026, 
recipients and grantees subject to these 
parts may instead choose to comply 
with these parts as they existed prior to 
October 1, 2023. 

Bryan W. Horn, 
Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Community Planning and Development. 
[FR Doc. 2025–18988 Filed 9–29–25; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI), U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS), announces the availability of 
the record of decision (ROD) for the 
proposal to develop an updated facility 
for the National Wildlife Health Center 
(NWHC) in Madison, Wisconsin. This 
preferred alternative decision follows a 
comprehensive environmental review 
and considers input and feedback from 
Federal, State, and local agencies; 
Tribes; public officials; organizations; 
and the public. 
DATES: The ROD was signed and became 
effective April 10, 2025. 
ADDRESSES: Obtaining Documents: You 
may obtain copies of the ROD and 
additional project information on the 
USGS National Wildlife Health Center 
website—https://www.usgs.gov/center/ 
nwhc. Copies of the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement are 
available by request to the USGS 
Information Contact below. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jordan Sizemore, National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Project Manager, by phone at 360–929– 
0783, or by email at jsizemore@usgs.gov. 
Individuals in the United States who are 
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have 
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY, 
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access 
telecommunications relay services. 
Individuals outside the United States 
should use the relay services offered 
within their country to make 
international calls to the point-of- 
contact in the United States. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

(1) The ROD, pursuant to the NEPA of 
1969, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.,1 completes 

the NEPA process and documents the 
decision regarding the proposal by the 
USGS to develop an updated facility for 
the NWHC, located on a 24-acre tract of 
Federal property in Madison, Wisconsin 
(the Proposed Action). 

(2) The decision is based on 
information and analysis contained in 
the draft environmental impact 
statement (EIS) issued June 14, 2024, 
and the final EIS issued November 22, 
2024. These documents outline the 
USGS’s considerations and evaluation 
of the environmental consequences in 
making a decision on the proposed 
action. The USGS considerations were 
informed by comments and input 
received from elected and appointed 
officials; Federal, State, county, and 
local agencies; federally recognized 
Tribes; organizations; and individuals. 

Background 
The NWHC operates out of two 

primary buildings, the Main Building, 
constructed in the 1960s and renovated 
in 1982, and the Tight Isolation 
Building, constructed in 1985 and 
modified in 1989. Starting in 2008, 
multiple studies of the current facilities 
found over-crowded laboratories and 
administrative areas; inefficient 
infrastructure (e.g., heating, ventilation, 
and air conditioning systems) that does 
not meet current standards for energy 
efficiency; and extensive wear and tear 
due to the age of the buildings and 
associated equipment. Efforts to repair 
systems and facilities have provided 
only short-term relief. 

The purpose of the proposed action is 
to update the aging NWHC facility to 
incorporate technological advances in 
biosafety engineering, building 
infrastructure, and mechanical systems 
and to add additional space for 
enhanced animal care and research. The 
NWHC needs modernized facilities with 
sufficient space and modern 
technologies to support its mission of 
providing essential national research. 
The existing facilities require ongoing 
maintenance and replacement of aging 
building mechanical systems to 
maintain current operations. Studies 
indicate that continuing to maintain and 
update the current facility to meet the 
mission and function of the NWHC is 
cost prohibitive and not effective. 

The NWHC needs facilities that 
provide functional space for 
administration and operations and meet 
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health and safety standards and 
regulatory requirements. Adequate 
space is needed to conduct research into 
wildlife disease detection, enhance 
animal-care conditions, and strengthen 
other programs that support the NWHC 
mission. In addition, modernized 
infrastructure and mechanical systems 
are needed to efficiently implement the 
latest operating and management 
approaches for facility operations. These 
modernizations would further enhance 
the NWHC’s capability to safely conduct 
research and diagnostics. 

On September 5, 2023, the USGS 
initiated the NEPA process for the 
proposed action with publication in the 
Federal Register of a notice of intent 
(NOI) to prepare an EIS. The NOI began 
a 45-day public scoping period. 

The USGS hosted an in-person public 
scoping meeting in Madison, Wisconsin, 
on September 21, 2023, and a virtual 
scoping meeting on September 28, 2023. 
On June 14, 2024, the draft EIS notice 
of availability was published in the 
Federal Register, initiating the 45-day 
public comment period. During this 
time, the USGS hosted both a virtual 
and in-person public meeting on July 
18, 2024. On November 22, 2024, the 
final EIS was issued. 

Throughout the NEPA process, the 
USGS invited Federal, State, county, 
and local agencies; federally recognized 
Tribes; officials; organizations; and the 
public to participate in the public 
involvement process. The USGS also 
published information about how to 
participate during public comment 
periods in the Wisconsin State Journal 
and Capital Times, posted information 
on the project website, and emailed 
such information to all elected and 
appointed officials; Federal, State, 
county, and local agencies; federally 
recognized Tribes; organizations; and 
individuals on the project contact list. 
Additionally, USGS committed to an 
expansive public outreach process that 
included engagement with the local 
community to gain insight into 
community context. 

Alternatives considered in the EIS 
were identified by the USGS during 
previous studies, internal evaluations, 
and the public scoping process. The 
preliminary alternatives were refined 
based on information gained through 
the public scoping process. The 
preferred alternative in the EIS is the 
development of a new NWHC on the 
existing property in Madison, 
Wisconsin. The EIS also considered the 
no action alternative, under which no 
updates would be completed to the 
existing facilities and no new facilities 
would be developed. Other alternatives 
identified during internal and public 

scoping were considered as outlined in 
section 2.2 of the final EIS and 
eliminated because they did not 
substantially meet the purpose of, and 
need for, the proposed action. 

Decision and Rationale for Decision 
The USGS decided to implement the 

preferred alternative, development of a 
new NWHC on the existing NWHC 
property in Madison, Wisconsin, as 
identified in the EIS. This selection was 
based on the following detailed in the 
EIS: 

• Consultations with Federal, State of 
Wisconsin, county, and local agencies; 
Tribes, public officials, organizations, 
and the public; 

• Consideration of potential 
environmental consequences; 

• Need for modernized facilities with 
sufficient space and modern 
technologies to support the NWHC’s 
mission of providing essential national 
research; 

• Public comments on received for 
the draft and final EISs; and 

• Material and information contained 
in previous planning and technical 
studies. 

Development of the new NWHC in 
Madison, Wisconsin, is contingent on 
the availability of funding sufficient to 
proceed. 

Authority: We provide this notice in 
accordance with the requirements of 
NEPA, as amended and the 
Department’s regulations and 
procedures implementing NEPA at 43 
CFR part 46 and part 516 of the 
Departmental Manual. 

Anne Barrett, 
Acting Deputy Director for Administration 
and Policy, U.S. Geological Survey. 
[FR Doc. 2025–18925 Filed 9–29–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4338–11–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

[256A2100DD/AAKC001030/ 
A0A501010.000000] 

Receipt of Documented Petition for 
Federal Acknowledgment as an 
American Indian Tribe 

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of the 
Interior (Department) gives notice that 
the group known as the Salyersville 
Indian Community has filed a 
documented petition for Federal 
acknowledgment as an American Indian 
Tribe with the Assistant Secretary— 

Indian Affairs. The Department seeks 
comment and evidence from the public 
on the petition. 
DATES: Comments and evidence must be 
postmarked by January 28, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Copies of the narrative 
portion of the documented petition, as 
submitted by the petitioner (with any 
redactions appropriate under 25 CFR 
83.21(b)), and other information are 
available at the Office of Federal 
Acknowledgement’s (OFA) website: 
www.bia.gov/as-ia/ofa. Submit any 
comments or evidence to: Department of 
the Interior, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary—Indian Affairs, Attention: 
Office of Federal Acknowledgment, 
Mail Stop 4071 MIB, 1849 C Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20240, or by email to: 
Ofa_Info@bia.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Nikki Bass, OFA Director, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs, 
Department of the Interior, by phone: 
(202) 513–7650; or by email: Ofa_Info@
bia.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July 
31, 2015, the Department’s revisions to 
25 CFR part 83 became final and 
effective (80 FR 37861). A key goal of 
the revisions was to improve 
transparency through increased notice 
of petitions and providing improved 
public access to petitions. Today the 
Department informs the public that a 
complete documented petition has been 
submitted under the current regulations, 
that portions of that petition are 
publicly available on the website 
identified above for easy access, and 
that we are seeking public comment 
early in the process on this petition. 

Under 25 CFR 83.22(b)(1), the OFA 
publishes notice that the following 
group has filed a documented petition 
for Federal acknowledgment as an 
American Indian Tribe to the Assistant 
Secretary—Indian Affairs: Salyersville 
Indian Community. The contact 
information for the petitioner is Ms. 
Joleena Pesenti, P.O. Box 1359, East 
Jordan, Michigan 49727. 

Also, under 25 CFR 83.22(b)(1), OFA 
publishes on its website the following: 

i. The narrative portion of the 
documented petition, as submitted by 
the petitioner (with any redactions 
appropriate under 25 CFR 83.21(b)); 

ii. The name, location, and mailing 
address of the petitioner and other 
information to identify the entity; 

iii. The date of receipt; 
iv. The opportunity for individuals 

and entities to submit comments and 
evidence supporting or opposing the 
petitioner’s request for acknowledgment 
within 120 days of the date of the 
website posting; and 
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