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1 The U.S. Coast Guard and MARAD have 
authority under 46 U.S.C. 12121(b) through the 
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security 
and the Secretary of the Department of 
Transportation, respectively. 

(Authority: 46 U.S.C. 12121, 49 CFR 1.93(a)) 

By Order of the Maritime Administration. 
T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr., 
Secretary, Maritime Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2025–18503 Filed 9–23–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–81–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Maritime Administration 

[Docket No. MARAD–2025–0765] 

Request Notice: Use of Foreign-Built 
Small Passenger Vessel in United 
States Coastwise Trade, M/V Delta 
Echo 7702 

AGENCY: Maritime Administration 
(MARAD), U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Secretary of 
Transportation, as represented by 
MARAD, is authorized to make 
determinations regarding the coastwise 
use of foreign built; certain U.S. built; 
and U.S. and foreign rebuilt vessels that 
solely carry no more than twelve 
passengers for hire. MARAD has 
received such a determination request 
and is publishing this notice to solicit 
comments to assist with determining 
whether the proposed use of the vessel 
set forth in the request would have an 
adverse effect on U.S. vessel builders or 
U.S. coastwise trade businesses that use 
U.S.-built vessels in those businesses. 
Information about the requestor’s vessel, 
including a description of the proposed 
service, is in the SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION section below. 
DATES: Submit comments on or before 
October 24, 2025. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
identified by DOT Docket Number 
MARAD–2025–0765 by any one of the 
following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
https://www.regulations.gov. Search the 
above DOT Docket Number and follow 
the instructions for submitting 
comments. 

• Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket 
Management Facility is in the West 
Building, Ground Floor of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. The 
Docket Management Facility location 
address is U.S. Department of 
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, West Building, Room W12– 
140, Washington, DC 20590, between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except on Federal holidays. 

Note: If you mail or hand-deliver your 
comments, we recommend that you include 

the DOT Docket Number, your name and a 
mailing address, an email address or a 
telephone number in the body of your 
document so that we can contact you if we 
have questions regarding your submission. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the agency name and 
specific DOT Docket Number. All 
comments received will be posted 
without change to the docket at 
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided. For 
detailed instructions on submitting 
comments, or to submit comments that 
are confidential in nature, see the 
section entitled Public Participation. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Patricia Hagerty, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Maritime 
Administration, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, Mail Stop 2, MAR–620, 
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone: 
(202) 366–5400. Email: smallvessels@
dot.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to 46 U.S.C. 12121(b), the U.S. Coast 
Guard may issue a certificate of 
documentation with a coastwise trade 
endorsement for eligible, small 
passenger vessels authorized to carry no 
more than 12 passengers for hire if 
MARAD, after notice and an 
opportunity for public comment, 
determines the use of the small 
passenger vessel in the coastwise trade 
will not adversely affect United States 
vessel builders or the coastwise trade 
business of any person that employs 
vessels built in the United States in that 
business.1 

MARAD has received an eligibility 
determination request. Further details 
about the requester’s vessel and its 
proposed operations may be found in 
the determination request posted in the 
DOT Docket Number listed in the 
ADDRESSES section above at https://
www.regulations.gov. Interested parties 
may comment on the undue adverse 
effect this action may have on U.S. 
vessel builders or coastwise trade 
businesses in the U.S. that employ U.S.- 
built vessels in those businesses. 
Comments should refer to the vessel 
name, state the commenter’s interest in 
the request, and demonstrate, with 
supporting documentation, the undue 
adverse effect on U.S. vessel builders 
and coastwise trade businesses. 

Public Participation 

How do I submit comments? 

Please submit comments, including 
the attachments, following the 
instructions provided under the above 
heading entitled ADDRESSES. It may take 
a few hours or even days for comments 
to be reflected on the docket. Comments 
must be written in English. Provide 
concise comments and attach additional 
documents as necessary. There is no 
limit on the length of the attachments. 

Where do I go to read public comments, 
and find supporting information? 

The docket online is located at 
https://www.regulations.gov, keyword 
search the DOT Docket Number list in 
the ADDRESSES section above or visit the 
Docket Management Facility (see 
ADDRESSES for hours of operation). 
Please periodically check the Docket for 
new submissions and supporting 
material. 

Will my comments be made available to 
the public? 

Yes. Your entire comment, including 
your personal identifying information, 
will be made publicly available. 

May I submit comments confidentially? 

You may request that MARAD treat 
your comments as commercially 
confidential by submitting them to 
SmallVessels@dot.gov. Include in the 
email subject heading ‘‘Contains 
Confidential Commercial Information’’ 
or ‘‘Contains CCI’’ and state in your 
submission, with specificity, the basis 
for any such confidential treatment 
highlighting the CCI portions. If 
possible, please provide a summary of 
your submission that can be made 
available to the public. 

If MARAD receives a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request for the 
information, procedures described in 
the Department’s FOIA regulation at 49 
CFR 7.29 will be followed. Only 
information that is ultimately 
determined to be confidential under 
those procedures will be exempt from 
disclosure under FOIA. 

Privacy Act 

Anyone can search the electronic 
form of all comments received into any 
of our dockets by the name of the 
individual submitting the comment (or 
signing the comment, if submitted on 
behalf of an association, business, labor 
union, etc.). For information on DOT’s 
compliance with the Privacy Act, please 
visit https://www.transportation.gov/ 
privacy. 
(Authority: 46 U.S.C. 12121, 49 CFR 1.93(a).) 
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1 See Cooper Tire & Rubber Company, 86 FR 
47726 (August 26, 2021). 

2 See Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Grant of 
Petition, 71 FR 4396 (January 26, 2006), 
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Grant of Petition, 66 FR 
45076 (August 27, 2001). 

By Order of the Maritime Administration. 
T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr., 
Secretary, Maritime Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2025–18502 Filed 9–23–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–81–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA–2022–0103; Notice 2] 

Hercules Tire & Rubber Company, 
Grant of Petition for Decision of 
Inconsequential Noncompliance 

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Department of Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Grant of petition. 

SUMMARY: Hercules Tire & Rubber 
Company, (Hercules), has determined 
that certain Ironman iMove PT radial 
tires do not fully comply with Federal 
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) 
No. 139, New Pneumatic Radial Tires 
for Light Vehicles. Hercules filed an 
original noncompliance report on 
October 26, 2022, and amended the 
report on November 28, 2022. Hercules 
subsequently petitioned NHTSA on 
October 27, 2022, and amended its 
petition on December 1, 2022, for a 
decision that the subject noncompliance 
is inconsequential as it relates to motor 
vehicle safety. This document 
announces the grant of Hercules’ 
petition. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jayton Lindley, Safety Compliance 
Engineer, Office of Vehicle Safety 
Compliance, NHTSA, (325) 655–0547. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Overview: Hercules determined that 
certain Ironman iMove PT radial tires 
do not fully comply with paragraph 
S5.5.1(b) of FMVSS No. 139, New 
Pneumatic Radial Tires for Light 
Vehicles (49 CFR 571.139). 

Hercules filed an original 
noncompliance report dated October 26, 
2022, and amended the report on 
November 28, 2022, pursuant to 49 CFR 
part 573, Defect and Noncompliance 
Responsibility and Reports. Hercules 
petitioned NHTSA on October 27, 2022, 
and amended its petition on December 
1, 2022, for an exemption from the 
notification and remedy requirements of 
49 U.S.C. Chapter 301 on the basis that 
this noncompliance is inconsequential 
as it relates to motor vehicle safety, 
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and 
30120(h) and 49 CFR part 556, 
Exemption for Inconsequential Defect or 
Noncompliance. 

Notice of receipt of Hercules’s 
petition was published with a 30-day 
public comment period, on July 26, 
2024, in the Federal Register (89 FR 
60686). No comments were received. To 
view the petition and all supporting 
documents log onto the Federal Docket 
Management System (FDMS) website at 
https://www.regulations.gov/. Then 
follow the online search instructions to 
locate docket number ‘‘NHTSA–2022– 
0103.’’ 

II. Tires Involved: Approximately 
5,146 Ironman iMove PT radial tires, 
size 215/55R17, manufactured between 
March 7, 2022, and May 16, 2022, were 
reported by the manufacturer. 

III. Noncompliance: Hercules explains 
that the date code portion of the Tire 
Identification Number (TIN) on the 
subject tires inaccurately identifies the 
week of manufacture and, therefore, 
does not comply with paragraph 
S5.5.1(b) of FMVSS No. 139 and 49 CFR 
part 574.5(b)(3). Specifically, the TIN on 
the subject tires contains a date code in 
which the first symbol is ‘‘7’’ when it 
should be ‘‘1.’’ 

IV. Rule Requirements: Paragraph 
S5.5.1(b) of FMVSS No. 139 and 49 CFR 
574.5(b)(3) include the requirements 
relevant to this petition. Each tire 
(manufactured on or after September 1, 
2009) must be labeled with the TIN, as 
required by 49 CFR part 574.5(b)(3), on 
the intended outboard sidewall of the 
tire. The date code, consisting of four 
numerical symbols, is the final group of 
the TIN and must identify the tire’s 
week and year of manufacture. The first 
and second symbols of the date code 
must identify the week of the year by 
using ‘‘01’’ for the first full calendar 
week in each year, ‘‘02’’ for the second 
full calendar week, and so on. The third 
and fourth symbols of the date code 
must identify the last two digits of the 
year of manufacture. 

V. Summary of Hercules’s Petition: 
The following views and arguments 
presented in this section, ‘‘V. Summary 
of Hercules’s Petition,’’ are the views 
and arguments provided by Hercules. 
They do not reflect the views of the 
Agency. Hercules describes the subject 
noncompliance and contends that the 
noncompliance is inconsequential as it 
relates to motor vehicle safety. 

Hercules explains that the subject 
tires were manufactured in calendar 
weeks 10–19 of calendar year 2022, 
therefore the first symbol of the date 
code portion of the TIN should be ‘‘1.’’ 
However, the tires contain a TIN in 
which the first symbol of the date code 
is ‘‘7,’’ indicating that the tire was 
manufactured in calendar weeks 70–79, 
which do not exist. 

Hercules states that other than the 
incorrect first digit of the date code, all 
other content within the TIN is accurate 
and the tires comply with the applicable 
FMVSS No. 139 performance 
requirements. 

Hercules believes that subject 
noncompliance will not cause 
consumers to be misled because the 
incorrect date code indicates a calendar 
week that does not exist. For example, 
if the date code listed on the subject tire 
is ‘‘7322,’’ it indicates that the tire was 
manufactured in calendar week 73 of 
the year 2022, which does not exist. 

According to Hercules, NHTSA has 
granted prior petitions in which the 
noncompliance involves mislabeled or 
inaccurate date codes because the 
noncompliance will not confuse or 
mislead the consumer. Hercules 
believes that NHTSA’s main concern 
with TINs that are mislabeled or 
inaccurate is the potential for adverse 
safety consequences due to consumers 
using aged tires that are beyond the 
manufacturer’s recommended service 
life, regardless of the condition of the 
tire.1 

Hercules says that the incorrect date 
code ‘‘cannot be confused with any 
other reasonably related date code that 
would lead a consumer to use the 
subject tires for longer than the 
recommended time frame.’’ Further, 
Hercules says the date code indicates 
the correct year that the tire was 
manufactured, thus the consumer would 
not be misled about the overall age of 
the tire. 

Hercules says the subject 
noncompliance is similar to 
noncompliances in prior petitions that 
were granted by NHTSA that involved 
discrepancies in the TIN.2 Hercules 
states that there is no risk a consumer 
would use the subject tire beyond the 
recommended maximum service life 
because the year of manufacture 
indicated by the date code is correct. In 
the worst-case scenario, Hercules 
expects that a consumer would contact 
them or their local tire distributor 
regarding the accuracy of the date code 
on the subject tires. 

Hercules states that in the event of a 
recall, it is able to identify the subject 
tires and notify consumers. Hercules 
contends that NHTSA has granted prior 
petitions in which the manufacturer had 
the ability to identify affected tires if a 
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