
45192 Federal Register / Vol. 90, No. 180 / Friday, September 19, 2025 / Notices 

• Puget Sound Steelhead (O. mykiss): 
threatened, naturally and artificially 
propagated. 

Background 
The term ‘‘take’’ is defined under the 

ESA to mean harass, harm, pursue, 
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, 
or collect, or to attempt to engage in any 
such conduct. The ESA prohibits the 
take of endangered salmonids and, 
pursuant to ESA section 4(d), ESA 
regulations can be extended to prohibit 
the take of threatened salmonids. 
However, NMFS may make exceptions 
to the take prohibitions for hatchery 
programs that are approved by NMFS 
under the limits on the prohibitions 
outlined in 50 CFR 223.203(b). The 
operators, WDFW collaborating with 
tribal co-manager Jamestown S’Klallam 
Tribe, have submitted an HGMP to 
NMFS pursuant to NMFS’ Limit 6 of the 
4(d) Rule of the ESA for hatchery 
activities in the Dungeness River basin, 
Washington. The PEPD is NMFS’ initial 
determination for how the HGMP 
addresses the criteria in 50 CFR 
223.203(b)(5). 

The hatchery program under review is 
designed to contribute to the 
reintroduction and recovery of Hood 
Canal summer-run chum salmon in the 
Dungeness River basin. This hatchery 
program is intended to contribute to 
fulfilling federal trust responsibilities 
toward Tribes with rights guaranteed 
through treaties, as affirmed in United 
States v. Washington (1974), by 
contributing to the recovery of ESA- 
listed salmon. Included in the HGMP is 
research and monitoring activities to 
study the effect of the program on the 
recovery of Hood Canal summer-run 
chum salmon, Puget Sound Chinook 
salmon, and Puget Sound steelhead. 

Classification 
Under section 4 of the ESA, the 

Secretary of Commerce is required to 
adopt such regulations as deemed 
necessary and advisable for the 
conservation of species listed as 
threatened. The ESA salmon and 
steelhead 4(d) Rule (50 CFR 223.203(b)) 
specifies categories of activities that 
contribute to the conservation of listed 
salmonids and sets out the criteria for 
such activities. The rule further 
provides that the prohibitions of 
paragraph (a) of the rule do not apply to 
actions undertaken in compliance with 
a plan developed jointly by a state and 
a tribe and determined by NMFS to be 
in accordance with the salmon and 
steelhead 4(d) Rule (65 FR 42422, July 
10, 2000). 
(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.; 16 U.S.C. 
742a et seq.) 

Dated: September 16, 2025. 
Jennifer Leigh Quan, 
Regional Administrator, West Coast Region, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–18105 Filed 9–18–25; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold public meetings of the Council and 
its Executive Committee. 
DATES: The meetings will be held 
Tuesday, October 7 through Thursday, 
October 9, 2025. For agenda details, see 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. 
ADDRESSES: This meeting will be an in- 
person meeting with a virtual option. 
Council members, other meeting 
participants, and members of the public 
will have the option to participate in 
person at The Notary Hotel Philadelphia 
(21 North Juniper Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19107) or virtually via Webex 
webinar. Webinar connection 
instructions and briefing materials will 
be available at: https://www.mafmc.org/ 
briefing/october-2025. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N State St., 
Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; telephone: 
(302) 674–2331; www.mafmc.org. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council; telephone: (302) 
526–5255. The Council’s website, 
www.mafmc.org, also has details on the 
meeting location, proposed agenda, 
webinar listen-in access, and briefing 
materials. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
following items are on the agenda, 
although agenda items may be 
addressed out of order (changes will be 
noted on the Council’s website when 
possible.) 

Tuesday, October 7th 

Executive Committee (Closed Session) 

Review 2025 Ricks E Savage Award 
nominations 

Executive Committee (Open Session) 

Review draft deliverables of 2026 
Implementation Plan 

———LUNCH——— 

Recreational Tilefish Permitting and 
Reporting Framework Meeting #1 

Review current reporting requirements 
and recommendations from the 2024 
program evaluation 

Provide guidance on preliminary draft 
alternatives 

Merine Recreational Information 
Program (MRIP) 

Review recent program actions, 
including Fishing Effort Survey (FES) 
improvements 

Mackerel Rebuilding and 2026–2027 
Specifications Framework, Including 
River Herring and Shad Cap: Meeting #1 

Review draft alternatives 
Adopt range of alternatives for further 

development and analysis 

Wednesday, October 8th 

Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) 
Amendment 

Review and approve public hearing 
document 

Gear Marking/On-Demand Gear 
Framework 

Update from Plan Development Team/ 
Fishery Management Action Team 
(PDT/FMAT) 

Consider final action 

———LUNCH——— 

Joint MAFMC–NEFMC Spiny Dogfish 
Framework (Including Accountability 
Measures Modifications and 2026–2027 
Specifications) Meeting #2: Final Action 

Review joint Committee 
recommendations 

Review recommendations from the 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC), Monitoring Committee, 
Advisory Panel, and staff 

Select preferred alternatives and take 
final action 

Joint NEFMC–MAFMC Monkfish 
Specifications Framework: Final Action 

Review New England Fishery 
Management Council (NEFMC) 
actions 

Review joint Committee 
recommendations 

Review recommendations from the 
NEFMC SSC, Plan Development Team 
(PDT), and Advisory Panel 

Select preferred alternatives and take 
final action 
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1 Pursuant to Executive Order 14172, ‘‘Restoring 
Names That Honor American Greatness,’’ and 
Department of the Interior Secretarial Order 3423, 
‘‘The Gulf of America,’’ the body of water formerly 
known as the Gulf of Mexico is now called the Gulf 
of America. Accordingly, NMFS amended the 
incidental take regulations to reflect the change. See 
90 FR 38001 (August 7, 2025). 

New England Fishery Management 
Council (NEFMC) Omnibus 
Management Flexibility Amendment: 
Monkfish Provisions 

Review the monkfish sections of the 
Omnibus and NEFMC’s preferred 
alternatives 

Select preferred monkfish alternatives 
and take final action 

Habitat Activities Update—Greater 
Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) 
Habitat and Ecosystem Services Division 

Presentation on activities of interest in 
the region 

Atlantic Coast Regional Fisheries 
Compensation Program 

Updates on development of a regional 
offshore wind fisheries compensation 
program 

Thursday, October 9th 

Business Session 

Committee Reports (SSC); Executive 
Director’s Report; Organization 
Reports; and Liaison Reports 

Other Business and General Public 
Comment 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, in 
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during these meetings. Actions 
will be restricted to those issues 
specifically identified in this notice and 
any issues arising after publication of 
this notice that require emergency 
action under Section 305(c). 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aid 
should be directed to Shelley Spedden, 
(302) 526–5251, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: September 17, 2025. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–18207 Filed 9–18–25; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA), as amended, its implementing 
regulations, and NMFS’ MMPA 
regulations for taking marine mammals 
incidental to geophysical surveys 
related to oil and gas activities in the 
Gulf of America, originally published as 
‘‘Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Geophysical Surveys Related to Oil and 
Gas Activities in the Gulf of Mexico,’’ 
notification is hereby given that a Letter 
of Authorization (LOA) has been issued 
to Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 
(Anadarko) for the take of marine 
mammals incidental to geophysical 
survey activity in the Gulf of America 
(GOA). 

DATES: The LOA is effective from 
September 16, 2025 through April 19, 
2026. 

ADDRESSES: The LOA, LOA request, and 
supporting documentation are available 
online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/ 
incidental-take-authorization-oil-and- 
gas-industry-geophysical-survey- 
activity-gulf-mexico. In case of problems 
accessing these documents, please call 
the contact listed below (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jenna Harlacher, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Section 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the 

MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct 
the Secretary of Commerce to allow, 
upon request, the incidental, but not 
intentional, taking of small numbers of 
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who 
engage in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and either regulations are 
issued or, if the taking is limited to 

harassment, a notice of a proposed 
authorization is provided to the public 
for review. 

An authorization for incidental 
takings shall be granted if NMFS finds 
that the taking will have a negligible 
impact on the species or stock(s), will 
not have an unmitigable adverse impact 
on the availability of the species or 
stock(s) for subsistence uses (where 
relevant), and if the permissible 
methods of taking and requirements 
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring 
and reporting of such takings are set 
forth. NMFS has defined ‘‘negligible 
impact’’ in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact 
resulting from the specified activity that 
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is 
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect 
the species or stock through effects on 
annual rates of recruitment or survival. 

Except with respect to certain 
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA 
defines ‘‘harassment’’ as: any act of 
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i) 
has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has 
the potential to disturb a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering (Level B 
harassment). 

On January 19, 2021, we issued a final 
rule with regulations to govern the 
unintentional taking of marine 
mammals incidental to geophysical 
survey activities conducted by oil and 
gas industry operators, and those 
persons authorized to conduct activities 
on their behalf (collectively ‘‘industry 
operators’’), in U.S. waters of the Gulf of 
America (GOA) 1 over the course of 5 
years (86 FR 5322, January 19, 2021). 
The rule was based on our findings that 
the total taking from the specified 
activities over the 5-year period will 
have a negligible impact on the affected 
species or stock(s) of marine mammals 
and will not have an unmitigable 
adverse impact on the availability of 
those species or stocks for subsistence 
uses, and became effective on April 19, 
2021. 

The regulations at 50 CFR 217.180 et 
seq. allow for the issuance of LOAs to 
industry operators for the incidental 
take of marine mammals during 
geophysical survey activities and 
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