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determine that the numbers of marine
mammals taken of a species or stock are
small (see 89 FR 31535, May 24, 2024).
For more information, please see NMFS’
discussion of small numbers in the 2021
final rule (86 FR 5438, January 19,
2021).

The take numbers for authorization
are determined as described above in
the Summary of Request and Analysis
section. Subsequently, the total
incidents of harassment for each species
are multiplied by scalar ratios (except in
the cases where the take estimate has
been rounded up to reflect a group size)
to produce a derived product that better

reflects the number of individuals likely
to be taken within a survey (as
compared to the total number of
instances of take), accounting for the
likelihood that some individual marine
mammals may be taken on more than 1
day (see 86 FR 5404, January 19, 2021).
The output of this scaling, where
appropriate, is incorporated into
adjusted total take estimates that are the
basis for NMFS’ small numbers
determinations, as depicted in table 1.

This product is used by NMFS in
making the necessary small numbers
determinations through comparison
with the best available abundance

TABLE 1—TAKE ANALYSIS

estimates (see discussion at 86 FR 5391,
January 19, 2021). For this comparison,
NMFS’ approach is to use the maximum
theoretical population, determined
through review of current stock
assessment reports (SAR; https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/marine-
mammal-stock-assessments) and model-
predicted abundance information
(https://seamap.env.duke.edu/models/
Duke/GOM/). Information supporting
the small numbers determinations is
provided in table 1.

: Authorized Scaled Percent

Species take take Abundance 2 abundance
RICE'S WA ..o ettt e e 0 n/a 51 n/a
Sperm whale .. 348 147 2,451 6.0
Kogia spp ....... 3131 40 1,385 3.4
Beaked whales ........... 1,424 144 1,038 13.9
Rough-toothed dolphin 1,049 301 4,853 6.2
Bottlenose dolphin ...... 1,034 297 166,538 0.2
Clymene dolphin ...... 655 188 6,136 3.1
Atlantic spotted dolphin ........... 336 97 21,506 0.4
Pantropical spotted dolphin ..... 8,520 2445 50,209 4.9
Spinner dolphin ........ccccoecveennes 4152 n/a 2,991 5.1
Striped dolphin .. 1,860 534 16,102 3.3
Fraser’s dolphin 384 110 1,665 6.6
Risso’s dolphin .. 262 77 1,974 3.9
Blackfish5 .........cccceeieens 2,260 667 9,535 7.0
Short-finned pilot whale . 448 132 3,277 4.0

1Scalar ratios were applied to “Authorized Take” values as described at 86 FR 5322, 5404 (January 19, 2021) to derive scaled take numbers

shown here.

2Best abundance estimate. For most taxa, the best abundance estimate for purposes of comparison with take estimates is considered here to
be the model-predicted abundance (Garrison et al., 2023). For Rice’s whale, Atlantic spotted dolphin, spinner dolphin, and Risso’s dolphin, the

estimated SAR abundance estimate is used.

3Includes 7 takes by Level A harassment and 124 takes by Level B harassment. Scalar ratio is applied to takes by Level B harassment only;
small numbers determination is made on the basis of scaled Level B harassment take plus authorized Level A harassment take.

4Modeled take of 145 increased to account for potential encounter with a group of average size (Maze-Foley and Mullin, 2006)

5The “blackfish” guild includes melon-headed whales, false killer whales, pygmy killer whales, and killer whales.

Based on the analysis contained
herein of Anadarko’s proposed survey
activity described in its LOA
application and the anticipated take of
marine mammals, NMFS finds that
small numbers of marine mammals will
be taken relative to the affected species
or stock sizes (i.e., less than one-third of
the best available abundance estimate)
and therefore the taking is of no more
than small numbers.

Authorization

NMFS has determined that the level
of taking for this LOA request is
consistent with the findings made for
the total taking allowable under the
incidental take regulations and that the
amount of take authorized under the
LOA is of no more than small numbers.
Accordingly, we have issued an LOA to
Anadarko authorizing the take of marine
mammals incidental to its geophysical
survey activity, as described above.

Dated: September 16, 2025.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-18163 Filed 9-18-25; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
schedule and proposed agenda of a
meeting of the Ocean Research Advisory
Panel (ORAP). The members will

discuss issues outlined in the section on
Matters to be Considered.

DATES: The meeting is scheduled for
October 29, 2025 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00
p-m. Eastern Time (ET). This time and
the agenda topics described below are
subject to change. For the latest agenda
please refer to the ORAP website:
https://www.noaa.gov/ocean-research-
advisory-panel/orap-public-meetings.

ADDRESSES: The October 29, 2025
meeting will be virtual. The link for the
webinar registration will be posted,
when available, on the ORAP website:
https://www.noaa.gov/ocean-research-
advisory-panel/orap-public-meetings.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Viviane Silva, ORAP Designated Federal
Officer (DFO), SSMC3, Room 11320,
1315 East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, MD
20910; Phone Number: 240-624—0656;
Email: DFO.orap@noaa.gov; or visit the
ORAP website at https://www.noaa.gov/
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ocean-research-advisory-panel/orap-
public-meetings.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Ocean
Research Advisory Panel (ORAP)
advises the Ocean Policy Committee
(OPC) and provides independent
recommendations to the Federal
Government on matters of ocean policy.

Congress directed the establishment
of the ORAP in Section 1055(c) of the
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (Pub. L. 116-283), 10 U.S.C.
8933.

Status: The October 29, 2025 meeting
will be open to public participation
with a 10-minute public comment
period at time allocated on the
published agenda. The ORAP expects
that public statements presented at its
meetings will not be repetitive of
previously submitted verbal or written
statements. In general, each individual
or group making a verbal presentation
will be limited to a total time of three
minutes. Written comments for the
October 29, 2025 meeting should be
received by October 20, 2025 by the
ORAP DFO (DFO.orap@noaa.gov) to
provide sufficient time for ORAP
review. Written comments received by
the ORAP DFO after this date will be
distributed to the ORAP, but may not be
reviewed prior to the meeting date.

Special Accommodations: These
meetings are physically accessible to
people with disabilities. Requests for
special accommodations may be
directed to the ORAP DFO no later than
12:00 p.m. EST on October 14, 2025.

Matters to be Considered: During the
ORAP meeting on December 13-14,
2023, the Ocean Policy Committee
(OPC) requested that the ORAP advise
on areas of opportunity for partnership
(such as through the National Oceanic
Partnership Program) on the topic of
emerging technology (which could
include Artificial Intelligence/Machine
Learning, eDNA, and similar
technology) with ocean industry and
other sectors over the next 5-10 years.
The OPC also requested that ORAP self-
select another topic to address. The
ORAP members agreed that the topic of
accessible, inter-operable,
interdisciplinary, and trusted ocean data
to meet research and user needs is
critical and deserves ORAP’s immediate
attention. At this virtual meeting on
October 29, 2025, ORAP members will
cover two main topics. First, ORAP will
discuss the draft report that provides
recommendations for supporting public-
private partnerships to advance
emerging ocean technologies. Second,
ORAP will discuss nascent topics from
the ORAP Report on “Toward a

National Ocean Data Strategy
(September 2024)” and the draft
emerging ocean technologies report that
may warrant further focused work.
Meeting materials, including work
products, will be available on the ORAP
website: https://www.noaa.gov/ocean-
research-advisory-panel/orap-public-
meetings.

Dated: August 28, 2025.

David Holst,

Director Chief Financial Officer/CAO, Office
of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2025-18191 Filed 9-18-25; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Pacific Council)
Groundfish Management Team (GMT)
will hold a 5-day online work session
split over the course of 2 weeks that is
open to the public. The purpose of the
meeting is to prepare materials for the
2027-28 harvest specifications and
management measures and discuss
other items on the Pacific Council’s
November 2025 meeting agenda.

DATES: The online meeting will be held
Monday, October 20, 2025 from 12 p.m.
Pacific Time until business for each day
has been completed. The GMT will
reconvene on Tuesday, October 21, 2025
at 8:30 a.m. Pacific Time until business
for each day has been completed. The
GMT will reconvene on Monday,
October 28 from 12 p.m. Pacific Time
until business for each day has been
completed. The GMT will reconvene on
Tuesday, October 28, 2025 at 8:30 a.m.
Pacific Time through Wednesday,
October 29, 2025 until business for each
day has been completed.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held
online. Specific meeting information,
including directions on how to join the
meeting and system requirements will
be provided in the meeting
announcement on the Pacific Council’s
website (see https:www.pcouncil.org).
You may send an email to Mr. Kris

Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
pcouncil.org) or contact him at (503)
820-2412 for technical assistance.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
OR 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Todd Phillips, Staff Officer, Pacific
Council; telephone: (503) 820-2426.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
primary purpose of the GMT meeting is
to develop recommendations on the
development of the 2027-28 harvest
specifications and management
measures for consideration by the
Pacific Council at its November 2025
meeting. If proposed by the Pacific
Council, the GMT will also scope new
management measures.

The GMT may also address other
assignments relating to groundfish
management. No management actions
will be decided by the GMT. A detailed
agenda for this webinar will be available
on the Pacific Council’s website prior to
the meeting.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may be
discussed, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during this
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
document and any issues arising after
publication of this document that
require emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
pcouncil.org; (503) 820—2412) at least 10
days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 17, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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