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Classification

NMFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR
622.388(d)(1)(1), which was issued
pursuant to section 304(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and is exempt
from review under Executive Order
12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment are
unnecessary and contrary to the public
interest. Such procedures are
unnecessary because the rule
implementing the commercial quota and
AM has already been subject to notice
and public comment, and all that
remains is to notify the public of the
closure. Such procedures are also
contrary to the public interest because
of the need to immediately implement
the closure to protect the resource of
Atlantic Spanish mackerel, because the
capacity of the fishing fleet allows for
rapid harvest of the commercial quota.
Prior notice and opportunity for public
comment would require time and could
result in additional harvest that exceeds
the established commercial quota.

For the same reasons, there is good
cause to waive the 30-day delay in the
effectiveness of this action under 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 9, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-17870 Filed 9-12-25; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648

[Docket No. 241203-0308; RTID 0648—
XF197]

Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery;
Quota Transfer From Massachusetts to
North Carolina

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; quota transfer.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is
transferring a portion of their 2025
commercial bluefish quota to the State

of North Carolina. This quota
adjustment is necessary to comply with
the Atlantic Bluefish Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) quota transfer
provisions. This announcement informs
the public of the revised 2025
commercial bluefish quotas for
Massachusetts and North Carolina.

DATES: Effective September 15, 2025
through December 31, 2025.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Matthew Rigdon, Fishery Management
Specialist, (978) 281-9336.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the Atlantic
bluefish fishery are found in 50 CFR
648.160 through 648.167. These
regulations require annual specification
of a commercial quota that is
apportioned among the coastal states
from Maine through Florida. The
process to set the annual commercial
quota and the percent allocated to each
state is described in § 648.162, and the
final 2025 allocations were published
on December 10, 2024 (89 FR 99138).
The final rule implementing
amendment 1 to the FMP, as published
in the Federal Register on July 26, 2000
(65 FR 45844), provided a mechanism
for transferring bluefish commercial
quota from one state to another. Two or
more states, under mutual agreement
and with the concurrence of the NMFS
Greater Atlantic Regional Administrator,
can request approval to transfer or
combine bluefish commercial quota
under § 648.162(e). The Regional
Administrator is required to consider
three criteria in the evaluation of
requests for quota transfers or
combinations: (1) the transfers would
not preclude the overall annual quota
from being fully harvested; (2) the
transfers address an unforeseen
variation or contingency in the fishery;
and (3) the transfers are consistent with
the objectives of the FMP and the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). The Regional
Administrator has determined these
criteria have been met for the transfers
approved in this notification.
Massachusetts is transferring 100,000
pounds (Ib) (45,359 kilograms (kg)) to
North Carolina through mutual
agreement of the states. This transfer
was requested to ensure North Carolina
would not exceed its 2025 state quota.
The revised bluefish quotas for 2025 are:
Massachusetts, 162,663 1b (73,783 kg)
and North Carolina, 1,072,012 1b
(486,256 kg).

Classification

NMEFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens

Act. This action is required by 50 CFR
648.162(e)(1)(i) through (iii), which was
issued pursuant to section 304(b), and is
exempted from review under Executive
Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-17862 Filed 9-15-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648

[Docket No. 241203-0308; RTID 0648—
XF177]

Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Summer Flounder Fishery;
Quota Transfer From North Carolina to
New York

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; quota transfer.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
State of North Carolina is transferring a
portion of its 2025 commercial summer
flounder quota to the State of New York.
This adjustment to the 2025 fishing year
quota is necessary to comply with the
Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea
Bass Fishery Management Plan (FMP)
quota transfer provisions. This
announcement informs the public of the
revised 2025 commercial quotas for
North Carolina and New York.
DATES: Effective September 15, 2025,
through December 31, 2025.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Matthew Rigdon, Fishery Management
Specialist, (978) 281-9336.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the summer
flounder fishery are found in 50 CFR
648.100 through 648.111. These
regulations require annual specification
of a commercial quota that is
apportioned among the coastal states
from Maine through North Carolina. The
process to set the annual commercial
quota and the percent allocated to each
state is described in § 648.102, and the
final 2025 allocations were published
on December 10, 2024 (89 FR 99138).
The final rule implementing
Amendment 5 to the FMP, as published
in the Federal Register on December 17,
1993 (58 FR 65936), provided a
mechanism for transferring summer
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flounder commercial quota from one
state to another. Two or more states,
under mutual agreement and with the
concurrence of the NMFS Greater
Atlantic Regional Administrator, can
transfer or combine summer flounder
commercial quota under § 648.102(c)(2).
The Regional Administrator is required
to consider three criteria in the
evaluation of requests for quota transfers
or combinations: (1) the transfers or
combinations would not preclude the
overall annual quota from being fully
harvested; (2) the transfers address an
unforeseen variation or contingency in
the fishery; and (3) the transfers are
consistent with the objectives of the
FMP and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). The Regional
Administrator has determined these
three criteria have been met for the
transfer approved in this notification.

North Carolina is transferring 50,000
pounds (Ib; 22,680 kilograms (kg)) of
summer flounder to New York through
a mutual agreement between the states.
This transfer was requested to ensure
New York would not exceed its 2025
quota. The revised summer flounder
quotas for 2025 are: North Carolina,
2,358,106 lb (1,069,619 kg); and New
York, 722,157 1b (327,565 kg).

Classification

NMFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR
648.102(c)(2)(i) through (iv), which was
issued pursuant to section 304(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and is exempted
from review under Executive Order
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 12, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-17903 Filed 9-15-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 660

[Docket No. 250910-0150; RTID 0648~
XE809]

Fisheries Off West Coast States;
Coastal Pelagic Species Fisheries;
Annual Specifications; 2025-2026
Annual Specifications and
Management Measures for Pacific
Sardine

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS is implementing
annual harvest specifications and
management measures for the northern
subpopulation of Pacific sardine
(hereafter, Pacific sardine), for the
fishing year from July 1, 2025, through
June 30, 2026. This rule prohibits most
directed commercial fishing for Pacific
sardine off the coasts of Washington,
Oregon, and California. Pacific sardine
harvest is allowed for use only as live
bait, in minor directed fisheries, as
incidental catch in other fisheries, or as
authorized under exempted fishing
permits. The incidental harvest of
Pacific sardine will be limited to 20
percent by weight of all fish per trip
when caught with other stocks managed
under the Coastal Pelagic Species (CPS)
Fishery Management Plan (FMP), or up
to 2 metric tons (mt) per trip when
caught with non-coastal pelagic species
stocks. The harvest specifications for
2025-2026 include an overfishing limit
(OFL) of 4,645 mt, an acceptable
biological catch (ABC) of 3,957, an
annual catch limit (ACL) of 2,200 mt,
and an annual catch target (ACT) of
2,100 mt. This final rule is intended to
conserve, manage, and rebuild the
Pacific sardine stock off the coasts of
Washington, Oregon, and California.

DATES: Effective September 16, 2025.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Katie Davis, West Coast Region, NMFS,
(323) 372-2126, Katie.Davis@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the Pacific sardine fishery in
the U.S. exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
off the Pacific coast (i.e., off the U.S.
West Coast states of California, Oregon,
and Washington) in accordance with the
CPS FMP. The CPS FMP and its
implementing regulations require NMFS
to set annual reference points and
management measures for the Pacific

sardine fishery based on the annual
specification framework and control
rules in the FMP. These control rules
include the harvest guideline (HG)
control rule, which, in conjunction with
the OFL and ABC control rules in the
FMP, are used to set required reference
points, in accordance with the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(MSA) (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). The ACL
for Pacific sardine is set according to the
framework established in the Pacific
sardine rebuilding plan, approved on
May 29, 2025, as amendment 23 to the
CPS FMP (90 FR 23461). Additionally,
the CPS FMP requires additional
management measures, intended to
restrict harvest, for the Pacific sardine
fishery, such as incidental catch
restrictions.

NMFS publishes annual
specifications in the Federal Register to
establish these annual reference points
(e.g., the OFL, ABC, and ACL) and
management measures for each Pacific
sardine fishing year. NMFS published
proposed specifications and
management measures on June 26, 2025
(90 FR 27273). The proposed rule for
this action included additional
background on the specifications and
details of how they were derived and
the basis for which the Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council)
recommended them to NMFS for
potential approval. Those details are not
repeated here. For additional
information on this action, please refer
to the proposed rule. This final rule
adopts, without changes, the annual
reference points and management
measures as proposed for the 2025-2026
fishing year.

Final Reference Points and
Management Measures

Based on the 2025 stock assessment
for Pacific sardine, the associated
estimated age 1+ biomass of 30,158 mt,
the control rule formulas in the FMP,
and the Pacific sardine rebuilding plan
(90 FR 23461, June 3, 2025), NMFS is
implementing, as proposed, an OFL of
4,645 mt, an ABC of 3,957 mt, an ACL
of 2,200 mt, and an ACT of 2,100 mt.

The CPS FMP includes a prohibition
of the primary directed fishery when the
biomass is at or below 150,000 mt. The
Pacific sardine primary directed fishery
is therefore closed, and Pacific sardine
catch during the 2025-2026 fishing
season is prohibited unless it is
harvested as part of the live bait or
minor directed fisheries, as incidental
catch in other fisheries, or as part of
exempted fishing permit (EFP)
activities.


mailto:Katie.Davis@noaa.gov
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