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SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council)
Groundfish Plan Teams will meet
September 16, 2025, through September
18, 2025.

DATES: The meetings will be held on
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 through
Thursday, September 18, 2025, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Pacific Time, (8 a.m. to

3 p.m. Alaska Time).

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be a web
conference. Join online through the link
at https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/
Details/3099.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1007 W
3rd Ave., Suite 400, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252; telephone: (907) 271-2809.
Instructions for attending the meeting
are given under SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION, below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sara
Cleaver, Council staff; email:
sara.cleaver@noaa.gov or Diana Stram,
Council staff; email diana.stram@
noaa.gov.

For technical support, please contact
our administrative staff; email:
npfmc.admin@noaa.gov, or telephone:
(907) 271-2809.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Agenda

Tuesday, September 16, 2025, Through
Thursday, September 18, 2025

The Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
(BSAI) and Gulf of Alaska (GOA)
Groundfish Plan Teams will meet to
review and discuss issues of importance
to both Plan Teams, including but not
limited to: Economic and
Socioeconomic Profile updates,
Ecosystem Status Report climate
updates, survey updates, reports on
model progress for stock assessments to
be presented in November, and
proposed harvest specifications. The
agenda is subject to change, and the
latest version will be posted at https://
meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/
3099 prior to the meeting, along with
meeting materials.

Connection Information

You can attend the meeting online
using a computer, tablet, or smartphone;
or by phone only. Connection
information will be posted online at:
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/
Details/3099.

Public Comment

Public comment letters should be
submitted electronically via the
electronic agenda at https://meetings.
npfmec.org/Meeting/Details/3099.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 22, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-16380 Filed 8—26-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

Dated: August 22, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-16365 Filed 8—26—25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XF085]

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s Ecosystem and
Ocean Planning Committee and
Advisory Panel will hold a public
meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Friday, September 12, 2025, from 8:30
a.m.—12 p.m.. For agenda details, see
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar. Connection information
will be posted to the Council’s calendar
prior to the meeting at www.mafmec.org.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—-2331;
www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, telephone: (302)
526-5255.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s
Ecosystem and Ocean Planning
Committee and Advisory Panel will
meet via webinar on Friday, September
12, 2025, from 8:30 a.m.—12 p.m. The
purpose of this meeting is for the
Committee and Advisors to provide
input on the draft Public Hearing
Document for the Council’s Omnibus
Essential Fish Habitat Amendment.
Based on this input, the Fishery
Management Action Team will
complete the draft for the Council to
consider at its October 2025 Meeting.
The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Shelley Spedden, (302) 526—-5251 at
least 5 days prior to the meeting date.
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF140]

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Take of Anadromous Fish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notification; determination on
hatchery and genetics management
plans.

SUMMARY: NMFS has evaluated plans for
three hatchery programs rearing and
releasing Chinook, coho, and pink
salmon in the Dungeness River basin,
submitted by the Jamestown S’Klallam
Tribe and Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) as co-
managers pursuant to the limitation on
take prohibitions for actions conducted
under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA). The plans describe hatchery
programs operated by the co-managers.
This document serves to notify the
public of the availability of an
Evaluation and Recommended
Determination Document (ERD) in
which NMFS, by delegated authority
from the Secretary of Commerce, has
determined that implementing and
enforcing these hatchery and genetics
management plans (HGMPs) will not
appreciably reduce the likelihood of
survival and recovery nor modify or
destroy critical habitat of Puget Sound
Chinook salmon or Puget Sound
steelhead.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Morgan Robinson, (253) 307-2670,
morgan.robinson@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

ESA-Listed Species Covered in This
Notice

e Puget Sound Chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha):
threatened, naturally and artificially
propagated;

e Puget Sound Steelhead (O. mykiss):
threatened, naturally and artificially
propagated.

Background

The term “take” is defined under the
ESA to mean harass, harm, pursue,
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hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture,
or collect, or to attempt to engage in any
such conduct. The ESA prohibits the
take of endangered salmonids and,
pursuant to ESA section 4(d), ESA
regulations can be extended to prohibit
the take of threatened salmonids.
However, NMFS may make exceptions
to the take prohibitions for hatchery
programs that are approved by NMFS
under the limits on the prohibitions
outlined in 50 CFR 223.203(b). The
operator, WDFW, collaborating with
tribal co-manager Jamestown S’Klallam
Tribe, have submitted HGMPs to NMFS
pursuant to 50 CFR 223.203(b)(6) for
hatchery activities in the Dungeness
River basin, Washington. The Chinook,
coho, and pink salmon hatchery
programs will be operated at Dungeness
and Hurd Creek Hatcheries. As required,
NMEFS took public comments on its
recommended determination for how
the HGMPs address the criteria in 50
CFR 223.203(b)(5) prior to making its
final determination.

Discussion of the Biological Analysis
Underlying the Determination

NMFS’s West Coast Region’s
Sustainable Fishery Division (SFD) has
analyzed the HGMPs’ proposed
hatchery operations, along with
conservation measures and monitoring
plan described therein. The hatchery
programs are designed to contribute to
the survival and recovery of Dungeness
River Chinook salmon and provide
salmon for harvest augmentation
purposes. These hatchery programs are
intended to contribute to fulfilling
federal tribal treaty rights affirmed in
United States v. Washington (1974) by
enhancing future fishing opportunities
for Chinook, coho, and chum salmon.
Included in the hatchery plans are
research and monitoring activities to
study the effect of the programs on the
recovery of Puget Sound Chinook
salmon and steelhead.

We have concluded that adherence to
the components of these HGMPs would
provide effective protection to the
Dungeness Chinook salmon and
steelhead populations. Implementation
of the hatchery programs as described
would not jeopardize the Puget Sound
Chinook Salmon Evolutionary
Significant Unit (ESU) or the Puget
Sound Steelhead Distinct Population
Segment (DPS) based on parameters
defining a viable salmonid population
in terms of overall abundance and
productivity, as well as the diversity
and spatial structure of the populations
within the Dungeness River basin and
the role of the populations to the larger
ESU or DPS. The HGMPs will provide
for the proposed harvest opportunities

while not appreciably slowing any
listed population’s achievement of
viable function or appreciably reducing
the likelihood of the survival and
recovery of the Puget Sound Chinook
salmon ESU and Puget Sound Steelhead
DPS.

NMFS’ determination on these three
HGMPs depends upon implementation
of all of the monitoring, evaluation,
reporting tasks or assignments, and
enforcement activities included within.
Reporting and inclusion of new
information derived from research,
monitoring, and evaluation activities
described within will provide assurance
that performance standards will be
achieved in future seasons. NMFS’
evaluation is available on the West
Coast Region website at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
dungeness-hatcheries-plans.

Summary of Comments Received in the
Response to the Proposed Evaluation
and Pending Determination

NMFS published notice of its
Proposed Evaluation and Pending
Determination (PEPD) on the plan for
public review and comment on July 28,
2022 (87 FR 45301). The PEPD was
available for public review and
comment for 30 days. During the public
comment period, no comments were
received.

Classification

Under section 4 of the ESA, the
Secretary of Commerce is required to
adopt such regulations as deemed
necessary and advisable for the
conservation of species listed as
threatened. The ESA salmon and
steelhead 4(d) rule (50 CFR 223.203(b))
specifies categories of activities that
contribute to the conservation of listed
salmonids and sets out the criteria for
such activities. The rule further
provides that the prohibitions of
paragraph (a) of the rule do not apply to
actions undertaken in compliance with
a plan developed jointly by a state and
a tribe and determined by NMFS to be
in accordance with the salmon and
steelhead 4(d) Rule (65 FR 42422, July
10, 2000).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.; 16
U.S.C. 742a et seq.

Dated: August 22, 2025.
Jennifer Quan,

Regional Administrator, West Coast Region,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2025-16429 Filed 8—-26-25; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XE889]

Recommendations for Restoring
American Seafood Competitiveness

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for comment.

SUMMARY: On April 17, 2025, the
President issued an Executive Order
(E.O.) on Restoring American Seafood
Competitiveness. NMFS requests public
comment from interested parties on
suggestions to improve fisheries
management and science within the
requirements of applicable laws, as
required in the E.O. In addition, NMFS
will host a listening session to receive
additional public comment. The intent
of these public engagements is for
NMFS to obtain input on fishery-related
regulatory barriers, fisheries
management, science, and other priority
needs identified in the E.O. designed to
strengthen the Nation’s seafood supply
and competitiveness.

DATES: Comments must be received by
11:59 p.m. EDT on October 14, 2025.

ADDRESSES: Responses should be
submitted via email to
nmfs.seafoodstrategy@noaa.gov. Include
“E.O. 14276 Notice Response” in the
subject line of the message.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kelly Denit, Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 301-427—8517.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On ApI‘il
17, 2025, President Trump issued E.O.
14276 titled ‘“Restoring American
Seafood Competitiveness”, which
expands on the 2020 E.O. 13921 titled
“Promoting American Seafood
Competitiveness and Economic
Growth.” Four provisions of E.O. 14276
are being addressed through this request
for public comment.

First, section 4(a) directs the Secretary
of Commerce to identify ‘‘the most
heavily overregulated fisheries requiring
action and take appropriate action to
reduce the regulatory burden on them,
in cooperation with the Regional
Fishery Management Councils,
interagency partners, and through
public-private partnerships, as
appropriate.”

Second, section 4(a)(ii) directs the
Secretary of Commerce to ‘“‘solicit direct
public comments, including from
fishing industry members, technology
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