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commercial motor vehicles (CMV)
transporting oversized loads, and
warning lamps on emergency and
service vehicles authorized by State or
local authorities.

Application for Renewal of Exemption

On October 8, 2020, FMCSA
published a notice of final disposition
granting NTTC’s application for a 5-year
exemption to allow motor carriers
operating tank trailers to install a red or
amber brake-activated pulsating lamp in
the upper center position or in an upper
dual outboard position on the rear of the
trailers, in addition to the steady-
burning brake lamps required by the
FMCSRs (85 FR 63643). FMCSA
determined that granting the exemption
was likely to achieve a level of safety
that was equivalent to or greater than
that provided under existing
regulations.

In its renewal application, NTTC
reiterates its position that the use of a
red or amber brake-activated pulsating
lamp, positioned in either the upper
center or upper dual outboard rear
positions on tank trailers, enhances rear
visibility and contributes to overall
safety by reducing the likelihood of rear-
end collisions. Since FMCSA granted
the original exemption, NTTC and its
member carriers have continued to
implement the technology and track its
impact. Notably, Groendyke, an NTTC
member, expanded installation of the
pulsating brake lamps across its fleet
from 38% in 2018 to 93% by 2023.
During this time, Groendyke reported a
significant reduction in rear-end
accidents when vehicles were slowing
or stopped—from 19 collisions in 2018
to just 4 in 2023—representing a 79%
decrease. Groendyke attributes this
safety improvement to the enhanced
visibility provided by the auxiliary
lamps.

NTTC cites additional support for the
exemption based on the experience of
Trimac Transportation, another NTTC
member and one of the largest tank
truck carriers in North America by miles
traveled. As of 2024, Trimac reported
equipping 863 of its cargo tanks with
pulsating brake lamps. NTTC states that
since implementing this technology,
Trimac has experienced roughly a 20%
reduction in rear-end collisions. NTTC
states that these experiences suggest
Groendyke and Trimac are not outliers
but instead reflect broader industry-
wide safety benefits associated with the
use of this technology.

To further assess industry adoption,
NTTC conducted an informal 2024
questionnaire and found that at least 34
motor carriers are currently using the
exemption, representing a diverse cross-

section of geographic regions, cargo
types, and operational scales. These
carriers reported bulk commodity
transport ranging from 1.2 million to
510 million miles driven in 2024.

NTTC emphasizes that failure to
renew the exemption would impose
substantial financial and operational
burdens on carriers who have adopted
the technology in good faith. Trailers
would need to be pulled from service to
remove the lamps, labor costs would be
incurred, and the lamps themselves—
many still operational—would become
unusable. More importantly, NTTC
believes that denying the renewal would
undermine the safety gains achieved in
recent years, increasing the risk of rear-
end collisions for both CMV drivers and
the motoring public.

While exact numbers of drivers and
trailers affected are difficult to estimate
due to industry practices like slip
seating—where multiple drivers share
the same vehicle on different shifts—
and non-fixed tractor-trailer pairings,
NTTC references a 2025 analysis that
identified 172,768 tractors in service in
2024, providing a general sense of
industry scope.

A copy of NTTC’s request to renew
the exemption is available in the docket.

IV. Request for Comments

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31315(b), FMCSA requests public
comment from all interested persons on
NTTC’s application for renewal of its
exemption from § 393.25(e). All
comments received before the close of
business on the comment closing date
indicated at the beginning of this notice
will be considered and will be available
for examination in the docket at the
location listed under the Addresses
section of this notice. Comments
received after the comment closing date
will be filed in the public docket and
will be considered to the extent
practicable. In addition to late
comments, FMCSA will also continue to
file, in the public docket, relevant
information that becomes available after
the comment closing date. Interested
persons should continue to examine the
public docket for new material.

Larry W. Minor,

Associate Administrator for Policy.

[FR Doc. 2025-16252 Filed 8—22-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration

[Docket No. MARAD-2025-0498]

Request Notice: Use of Foreign-Built
Small Passenger Vessel in United
States Coastwise Trade, M/V ROCK
LOBSTER

AGENCY: Maritime Administration
(MARAD), U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Secretary of
Transportation, as represented by
MARAD, is authorized to make
determinations regarding the coastwise
use of foreign built; certain U.S. built;
and U.S. and foreign rebuilt vessels that
solely carry no more than twelve
passengers for hire. MARAD has
received such a determination request
and is publishing this notice to solicit
comments to assist with determining
whether the proposed use of the vessel
set forth in the request would have an
adverse effect on U.S. vessel builders or
U.S. coastwise trade businesses that use
U.S.-built vessels in those businesses.
Information about the requestor’s vessel,
including a description of the proposed
service, is in the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section below.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
September 24, 2025.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by DOT Docket Number
MARAD-2025-0498 by any one of the
following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov. Search the
above DOT Docket Number and follow
the instructions for submitting
comments.

e Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket
Management Facility is in the West
Building, Ground Floor of the U.S.
Department of Transportation. The
Docket Management Facility location
address is U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, West Building, Room W12—
140, Washington, DC 20590, between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except on Federal holidays.

Note: If you mail or hand-deliver your
comments, we recommend that you
include the DOT Docket Number, your
name and a mailing address, an email
address or a telephone number in the
body of your document so that we can
contact you if we have questions
regarding your submission.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and


https://www.regulations.gov
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specific DOT Docket Number. All
comments received will be posted
without change to the docket at
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information provided. For
detailed instructions on submitting
comments, or to submit comments that
are confidential in nature, see the
section entitled Public Participation.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patricia Hagerty, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Mail Stop 2, MAR-620,
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone:
(202) 366—5400. Email: smallvessels@
dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to 46 U.S.C. 12121(b), the U.S. Coast
Guard may issue a certificate of
documentation with a coastwise trade
endorsement for eligible, small
passenger vessels authorized to carry no
more than 12 passengers for hire if
MARAD, after notice and an
opportunity for public comment,
determines the use of the small
passenger vessel in the coastwise trade
will not adversely affect United States
vessel builders or the coastwise trade
business of any person that employs
vessels built in the United States in that
business.1

MARAD has received an eligibility
determination request. Further details
about the requester’s vessel and its
proposed operations may be found in
the determination request posted in the
DOT Docket Number listed in the
ADDRESSES section above at https://
www.regulations.gov. Interested parties
may comment on the undue adverse
effect this action may have on U.S.
vessel builders or coastwise trade
businesses in the U.S. that employ U.S.-
built vessels in those businesses.
Comments should refer to the vessel
name, state the commenter’s interest in
the request, and demonstrate, with
supporting documentation, the undue
adverse effect on U.S. vessel builders
and coastwise trade businesses.

Public Participation

How do I submit comments?

Please submit comments, including
the attachments, following the
instructions provided under the above
heading entitled ADDRESSES. It may take
a few hours or even days for comments
to be reflected on the docket. Comments
must be written in English. Provide
concise comments and attach additional

1The U.S. Coast Guard and MARAD have
authority under 46 U.S.C. 12121(b) through the
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security
and the Secretary of the Department of
Transportation, respectively.

documents as necessary. There is no
limit on the length of the attachments.

Where do I go to read public comments,
and find supporting information?

The docket online is located at
https://www.regulations.gov, keyword
search the DOT Docket Number list in
the ADDRESSES section above or visit the
Docket Management Facility (see
ADDRESSES for hours of operation).
Please periodically check the Docket for
new submissions and supporting
material.

Will my comments be made available to
the public?

Yes. Your entire comment, including
your personal identifying information,
will be made publicly available.

May I submit comments confidentially?

You may request that MARAD treat
your comments as commercially
confidential by submitting them to
SmallVessels@dot.gov. Include in the
email subject heading “Contains
Confidential Commercial Information”
or “Contains CCI” and state in your
submission, with specificity, the basis
for any such confidential treatment
highlighting the CCI portions. If
possible, please provide a summary of
your submission that can be made
available to the public.

If MARAD receives a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request for the
information, procedures described in
the Department’s FOIA regulation at 49
CFR 7.29 will be followed. Only
information that is ultimately
determined to be confidential under
those procedures will be exempt from
disclosure under FOIA.

Privacy Act

Anyone can search the electronic
form of all comments received into any
of our dockets by the name of the
individual submitting the comment (or
signing the comment, if submitted on
behalf of an association, business, labor
union, etc.). For information on DOT’s
compliance with the Privacy Act, please
visit https://www.transportation.gov/
privacy.

(Authority: 46 U.S.C. 12121, 49 CFR 1.93(a))

By Order of the Maritime Administration.
T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr.,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 2025-16201 Filed 8—22-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-81-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Information Collection
Renewal; Submission for OMB Review;
Survey of OCC-Supervised Community
Banks

AGENCY: Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC), Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for comment.

SUMMARY: The OCC, as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites
comment on a continuing information
collection, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). In
accordance with the requirements of the
PRA, the OCC may not conduct or
sponsor, and the respondent is not
required to respond to, an information
collection unless it displays a currently
valid Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) control number. The OCC is
soliciting comment concerning a
revision to its information collection
titled, “Survey of OCC-Supervised
Community Banks.” The OCC also is
giving notice that it has sent the
collection to OMB for review.

DATES: Comments must be received by
September 24, 2025.

ADDRESSES: Commenters are encouraged
to submit comments by email, if
possible. You may submit comments by
any of the following methods:

e Email: prainfo@occ.treas.gov.

e Mail: Chief Counsel’s Office,
Attention: Comment Processing, Office
of the Comptroller of the Currency,
Attention: 1557-0236, 400 7th Street
SW, Suite 3E-218, Washington, DC
20219.

e Hand Delivery/Courier: 400 7th
Street SW, Suite 3E-218, Washington,
DC 20219.

e Fax:(571) 293-4835.

Instructions: You must include
“OCC” as the agency name and “1557—
0236” in your comment. In general, the
OCC will publish comments on
www.reginfo.gov without change,
including any business or personal
information provided, such as name and
address information, email addresses, or
phone numbers. Comments received,
including attachments and other
supporting materials, are part of the
public record and subject to public
disclosure. Do not include any
information in your comment or
supporting materials that you consider
confidential or inappropriate for public
disclosure.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
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