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system. This offers the FAA a unique
opportunity to work with the aviation
industry to avoid incidents or accidents.
The USAST and ANSIR can produce
safety-related information that may not
be available from any other source and
may improve the FAA’s ability to
modify procedures, policies, and
regulations to improve aviation safety.

The FAA and DOT'’s safety goals, as
highlighted in the FAA’s Flight Plan
2021, include ““identifying use cases for
predictive analytics and supporting
technologies to implement enterprise-
level solutions” along with “defining an
enterprise-level process utilizing data
for determining and re-evaluating safety
measures for a 21st century NAS”. With
the information provided to the FAA
through the USAST, the FAA and
industry will be able to identify
systemic aviation safety issues,
emerging threats, changing risks, and
accident precursors effectively and
proactively and determine whether
safety enhancements to address these
issues are effective. This information
supports the FAA’s safety goals around
the proactive identification of systemic
safety or security issues in the NAS and
the establishment of an enterprise-level
process that brings data and people
together voluntarily to improve aviation
safety.

5. Summary of Why Withholding the
Information From Disclosure Is
Consistent With FAA Safety
Responsibilities and When Withholding
the Information From Disclosure Would
Not Be Consistent With FAA Safety
Responsibilities as Described in 14 CFR
193.9

Withholding such information from
disclosure is consistent with the FAA’s
safety responsibilities because without
voluntary contributions of safety or
security issues from the aviation
industry and information on the
implementation of the safety
enhancements, the FAA and USAST
will not be able to determine the
effectiveness of safety enhancements or
proactively discover systemic safety
issues before they cause harm within
the NAS.

Unless the FAA can provide
assurance that certain USAST and
ANSIR information will not be
disclosed, the FAA and USAST may not
receive information that would
otherwise be used to improve aviation
safety. Without this information, the
FAA and USAST will be limited in their
ability to understand the possible
system-level safety issues that the
aviation industry may be experiencing
and make the changes necessary to
address those issues before any

accidents or incidents occur.
Withholding the information encourages
entities to voluntarily provide it because
they know it is protected once the FAA
receives it. In turn, the more
information the FAA receives, the more
effectively it can exercise aviation safety
oversight and analyze systemic safety
and security issues.

Withholding the information from
disclosure would not be consistent with
FAA safety responsibilities as described
in 14 CFR 193.9 when reports or other
data involve possible criminal activity,
substance abuse, improper use of
controlled substances and/or alcohol,
intentional falsification, reckless
conduct (i.e., an act (or failure to act)
demonstrating a gross disregard for, or
deliberate indifference to, safety or a
safety standard), intentional conduct
(i.e., an act (or failure to act) while
knowing that such conduct is contrary
to a regulation or statute, or is otherwise
prohibited), or generally demonstrate a
lack of care, judgment, or responsibility.
The protection described in this
proposed designation will not apply to
information falling into these instances.

The FAA may disclose de-identified
information, as set forth in part 193, to
explain the need for changes in FAA
policies and regulations. As part of the
USAST’s safety promotion activities, the
FAA may (in consultation with the
USAST) release information as set forth
in part 193 to communicate its work
with aviation safety communities or
other third parties involved with the
USAST to address system-level safety
issues. In either of these situations, the
FAA may release de-identified,
aggregate, and summarized information
derived from information reported about
the implementation of USAST safety
enhancements, information provided
within the ANSIR, or information
provided through the USAST.

The FAA will give information to
USAST participants who are
government agencies only if each
agency meets the requirements in 14
CFR 193.7(e). The FAA will give
information to USAST participants who
are third parties only if the third party
provides adequate assurance in writing
that it has a safety or security need for
the information, it will protect the
information from further release, and it
will limit access to those with a need to
know to carry out safety responsibilities.

6. Summary of How the FAA Will
Distinguish Information Protected
Under Part 193 From Information the
FAA Receives From Other Sources

Information received by the FAA from
eligible entities concerning safety and
security issues identified through the

USAST and ANSIR will be clearly
labeled as follows to be protected under
this designation: WARNING: This
information may be protected from
disclosure under 49 U.S Code (U.S.C)
Section 40123 and 14 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Part 193.

In this way, the information protected
under this order will be easily identified
and distinguished from information the
FAA receives from other sources.

Proposed Designation

The FAA hereby proposes to
designate the above-described
information submitted as part of the
USAST’s system-level safety issue
lifecycle and safety enhancements to be
protected under 49 U.S.C. 40123 and 14
CFR part 193.

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 30,
2025.

Genoveva Martin,

Chief of Staff, Office of Accident Investigation
and Prevention, AVP-1.

[FR Doc. 2025-14594 Filed 7-31-25; 8:45 am]
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Plans

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of availability and
request for comments.

SUMMARY: This document provides the
public with notice that, on July 25,
2025, 21 host railroads submitted a joint
request for amendment (RFA) to their
FRA-approved Positive Train Control
Safety Plans (PTCSP) to implement
onboard software Version 6.5.5.0, which
would require modifications to the
Interoperable Train Control (ITC)
Positive Train Control (PTC) Concept of
Operations and to the human-machine
interface (HMI). As this joint RFA may
involve requests for FRA’s approval of
proposed material modifications to
FRA-certified PTC systems, FRA is
publishing this notice and inviting
public comment on the railroads’ joint
RFA to their PTCSPs.

DATES: FRA will consider comments
received by August 21, 2025. FRA may
consider comments received after that
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date to the extent practicable and
without delaying implementation of
valuable or necessary modifications to
PTC systems.

ADDRESSES:

Comments: Comments may be
submitted by going to https://
www.regulations.gov and following the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and the
applicable docket number. The relevant
PTC docket numbers for the host
railroads that filed a joint RFA to their
PTCSPs are cited above and in the
Supplementary Information section of
this notice. For convenience, all active
PTC dockets are hyperlinked on FRA’s
website at https://railroads.dot.gov/
research-development/program-areas/
train-control/ptc/railroads-ptc-dockets.
All comments received will be posted
without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gabe Neal, Staff Director, Signal, Train
Control, and Crossings Division,
telephone: 816-516-7168, email:
Gabe.Neal@dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In general,
title 49 United States Code (U.S.C.)
section 20157(h) requires FRA to certify
that a host railroad’s PTC system
complies with title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) part 236, subpart I,
before the technology may be operated
in revenue service. Before making
certain changes to an FRA-certified PTC
system or the associated FRA-approved
PTCSP, a host railroad must submit, and
obtain FRA’s approval of, an RFA to its
PTCSP under 49 CFR 236.1021.

Under 49 CFR 236.1021(e), FRA’s
regulations provide that FRA will
publish a notice in the Federal Register
and invite public comment in
accordance with 49 CFR part 211, if an
RFA includes a request for approval of
a material modification of a signal or
train control system. Accordingly, this
notice informs the public that, on July
25, 2025, the following 21 host railroads
jointly submitted an RFA to their
respective PTCSPs for their
Interoperable Electronic Train
Management Systems (I-ETMS): Alaska
Railroad; The Belt Railway Company of
Chicago; BNSF Railway; Peninsula
Corridor Joint Powers Board (Caltrain);
Canadian National Railway; Canadian
Pacific Railway; Central Florida Rail
Corridor (SunRail); Consolidated Rail
Corporation; CSX Transportation, Inc.;
Kansas City Southern Railway; Kansas
City Terminal Railway; National
Railroad Passenger Corporation

(Amtrak); New Mexico Rail Runner
Express; Norfolk Southern Railway;
North County Transit District; Northeast
Ilinois Regional Commuter Railroad
Corporation (Metra); Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District;
South Florida Regional Transportation
Authority; Southern California Regional
Rail Authority (Metrolink); Terminal
Railroad Association of St. Louis; and
Union Pacific Railroad. This RFA covers
an update to onboard software Version
6.5.5.0, which would require
modifications to the ITC PTC Concept of
Operations and to the HMI. The
railroads’ joint RFA is available in
Docket Numbers FRA-2010-0028,
—-0029, -0039, —0042, —0043, —0045,
—0048, -0049, —0051, —0054, —0056,
-0057, -0058, —0059, —0060, —0061,
—0062, —0064, —0065, and —0070, and
FRA-2011-0104.

Interested parties are invited to
comment on this RFA by submitting
written comments or data. During FRA’s
review of these railroads’ joint RFA,
FRA will consider any comments or
data submitted within the timeline
specified in this notice and to the extent
practicable, without delaying
implementation of valuable or necessary
modifications to PTC systems. See 49
CFR 236.1021; see also 49 CFR
236.1011(e). Under 49 CFR 236.1021,
FRA maintains the authority to approve,
approve with conditions, or deny these
railroads’ joint RFA to their PTCSPs at
FRA’s sole discretion.

Privacy Act Notice

In accordance with 49 CFR 211.3,
FRA solicits comments from the public
to better inform its decisions. DOT posts
these comments, without edit, including
any personal information the
commenter provides, to https://
www.regulations.gov, as described in
the system of records notice (DOT/ALL—~
14 FDMS), which can be reviewed at
https://www.transportation.gov/privacy.
See https://www.regulations.gov/
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of
regulations.gov. To facilitate comment
tracking, we encourage commenters to
provide their name, or the name of their
organization; however, submission of
names is completely optional. If you
wish to provide comments containing
proprietary or confidential information,
please contact FRA for alternate
submission instructions.

Issued in Washington, DC,
Carolyn R. Hayward-Williams,

Director, Office of Railroad Systems and
Technology.

[FR Doc. 2025-14631 Filed 7—-31-25; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This document provides the
public notice that Mt. Rainier Scenic
Railroad (MRSR) petitioned FRA for
relief from certain regulations
concerning steam locomotive
inspections.

DATES: FRA must receive comments on
the petition by September 2, 2025. FRA
will consider comments received after
that date to the extent practicable.

ADDRESSES:

Comments: Comments related to this
docket may be submitted by going to
https://www.regulations.gov and
following the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number. All comments received will be
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information. Please see the
Privacy Act heading in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document for Privacy Act
information related to any submitted
comments or materials.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the
online instructions for accessing the
docket.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Barron, Railroad Safety
Specialist, FRA Motive Power &
Equipment Division, telephone: 202—
366—7117, email: michael.barron@
dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under
part 211 of title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), this document
provides the public notice that by letter
dated May 23, 2025, MRSR petitioned
FRA for a waiver of compliance from
certain provisions of the Federal
railroad safety regulations contained at
49 CFR part 230 (Steam Locomotive
Inspection and Maintenance Standards).
FRA assigned the petition Docket
Number FRA-2025-0136.

Specifically, MRSR seeks relief from
§230.17(a), One thousand four hundred
seventy-two (1472) service day
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