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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains regulatory documents having general
applicability and legal effect, most of which
are keyed to and codified in the Code of
Federal Regulations, which is published under
50 titles pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 1510.

The Code of Federal Regulations is sold by
the Superintendent of Documents.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency

12 CFR Part 34

[Docket No. OCC—-2024-0013]

RIN 1557-AF28

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

12 CFR Part 226
[Docket No. R—1841]
RIN 7100 AG 82

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION
BUREAU

12 CFR Part 1026

Appraisals for Higher-Priced Mortgage
Loans Exemption Threshold

AGENCY: Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency, Treasury (OCC); Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System (Board); and Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB).
ACTION: Final rules and official
interpretations.

SUMMARY: The OCC, the Board, and the
CFPB are finalizing amendments to the
official interpretations for their
regulations that implement section
129H of the Truth in Lending Act
(TILA). Section 129H of TILA
establishes special appraisal
requirements for “higher-risk
mortgages,” termed ‘“higher-priced
mortgage loans” or “HPMLs” in the
agencies’ regulations. A December 2013
rulemaking exempted transactions of
$25,000 or less and required that this
loan amount be adjusted annually based
on any annual percentage increase in
the Consumer Price Index for Urban
Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W). Based on the CPI-W in effect
as of June 1, 2024, the exemption
threshold will increase from $32,400 to
$33,500, effective January 1, 2025.

DATES: This final rule is effective
January 1, 2025.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
OCC: MaryAnn Nash, Counsel, Chief
Counsel’s Office, at (202) 649-6287. If
you are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a
speech disability, please dial 7-1-1 to
access telecommunications relay
services.

Board: Lorna M. Neill, Senior
Counsel, Division of Consumer and
Community Affairs, Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System, at (202)
452-3667. For users of TTY-TRS, please
call 711 from any telephone, anywhere
in the United States.

CFPB: George Karithanom, Regulatory
Implementation & Guidance Program
Analyst, Office of Regulations, at 202—
435-7700 or at: https://reginquiries.
consumerfinance.gov/. If you require
this document in an alternative
electronic format, please contact CFPB_
Accessibility@cfpb.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act of 2010
(Dodd-Frank Act) amended TILA to add
special appraisal requirements for
“higher-risk mortgages.” * In January
2013, the OCC, the Board, the CFPB, the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC), the National Credit Union
Administration (NCUA), and the
Federal Housing Finance Agency
(FHFA) (collectively, Agencies) jointly
issued a final rule implementing these
requirements and adopted the term
“higher-priced mortgage loan” (HPML)
instead of “‘higher-risk mortgage”
(January 2013 Final Rule).2 In July 2013,
the Agencies proposed additional
exemptions from the January 2013 Final
Rule.3 In December 2013, the Agencies
issued a supplemental final rule with
additional exemptions from the January
2013 Final Rule (December 2013
Supplemental Final Rule).# Among
other exemptions, the Agencies adopted
an exemption from the new HPML
appraisal rules for transactions of
$25,000 or less, to be adjusted annually
for inflation.

1Public Law 111-203, sec. 1471, 124 Stat. 1376,
2185-87 (2010), codified at TILA sec. 129H, 15
U.S.C. 1639h.

278 FR 10368 (Feb. 13, 2013).

378 FR 48548 (Aug. 8, 2013).

478 FR 78520 (Dec. 26, 2013).

The OCC’s, Board’s, and CFPB’s
versions of the January 2013 Final Rule
and December 2013 Supplemental Final
Rule and corresponding official
interpretations are substantively
identical. The FDIC, NCUA, and FHFA
adopted the CFPB’s version of the
regulations under the January 2013
Final Rule and December 2013
Supplemental Final Rule.?

The OCC’s, Board’s, and CFPB’s
regulations,® and their accompanying
official interpretations,” provide that the
exemption threshold for smaller loans
will be adjusted effective January 1 of
each year based on any annual
percentage increase in the CPI-W that
was in effect on the preceding June 1.
Any increase in the threshold amount
will be rounded to the nearest $100
increment. For example, if the annual
percentage increase in the CPI-W would
result in a $950 increase in the
threshold amount, the threshold amount
will be increased by $1,000. However, if
the annual percentage increase in the
CPI-W would result in a $949 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $900. If
there is no annual percentage increase
in the CPI-W, the OCC, the Board, and
the CFPB will not adjust the threshold
amounts from the prior year.8

On November 30, 2016, the OCC, the
Board, and the CFPB published a final
rule in the Federal Register to
memorialize the calculation method
used by the OCC, the Board, and the
CFPB each year to adjust the exemption
threshold to ensure that the values for
the exemption threshold keep pace with
the CPI-W (HPML Small Dollar
Adjustment Calculation Rule).? The
HPML Small Dollar Adjustment
Calculation Rule memorialized the
policy that, if there is no annual

5See NCUA: 12 CFR 722.3; FHFA: 12 CFR part
1222. Although the FDIC adopted the CFPB’s
version of the regulation, the FDIC did not issue its
own regulation containing a cross-reference to the
CFPB’s version. See 78 FR 10368, 10370 (Feb. 13,
2013).

612 CFR 34.203(b)(2) (OCC); 12 CFR 226.43(b)(2)
(Board); and 12 CFR 1026.35(c)(2)(ii) (CFPB).

712 CFR part 34, appendix C to subpart G,
comment 203(b)(2)-1 (OCC); 12 CFR part 226,
supplement I, comment 43(b)(2)-1 (Board); and 12
CFR part 1026, supplement I, comment 35(c)(2)(ii)-
1 (CFPB).

8 See 12 CFR part 34, appendix C to subpart G,
comment 203(b)(2)-1 and —2 (OCC); 12 CFR part
226, supplement I, comment 43(b)(2)-1 and -2
(Board); and 12 CFR part 1026, supplement I,
comment 35(c)(2)(ii)-1 and -2 (CFPB).

9 See 81 FR 86250 (Nov. 30, 2016).
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percentage increase in the CPI-W, the
OCC, Board, and CFPB will not adjust
the exemption threshold from the prior
year. The HPML Small Dollar
Adjustment Calculation Rule also
provided that, in years following a year
in which the exemption threshold was
not adjusted because there was a
decrease in the CPI-W from the
previous year, the threshold is
calculated by applying the annual
percentage change in the CPI-W to the
dollar amount that would have resulted,
after rounding, if the decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had
been taken into account. If the resulting
amount calculated, after rounding, is
greater than the current threshold, then
the threshold effective January 1 the
following year will increase
accordingly. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or
less than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the
following year will not change, but
future increases will be calculated based
on the amount that would have resulted,
after rounding.

II. 2025 Adjustment and Official
Interpretations Revision

Effective January 1, 2025, the
exemption threshold amount is
increased from $32,400 to $33,500. This
amount is based on the CPI-W in effect
on June 1, 2024, which was reported on
May 15, 2024 (based on April 2024
data).1© The CPI-W is a subset of the
CPI-U index (based on all urban
consumers) and represents
approximately 30 percent of the U.S.
population. The CPI-W reported on
May 15, 2024, reflects a 3.4 percent
increase in the CPI-W from April 2023
to April 2024. Accordingly, the 3.4
percent increase in the CPI-W from
April 2023 to April 2024 results in an
exemption threshold amount of $33,500,
after rounding. The OCC, the Board, and
the CFPB are revising the official
interpretations to their respective
regulations to add new comments as
follows:

e Comment 203(b)(2)-3.xii to 12 CFR
part 34, appendix C to subpart G (OCC);

e Comment 43(b)(2)-3.xii to
supplement I of 12 CFR part 226
(Board); and

e Comment 35(c)(2)(ii)-3.xii to
supplement I of 12 CFR part 1026
(CFPB).

10 The Bureau of Labor Statistics calculates
consumer-based indices for each month but does
not report those indices until the middle of the
following month. As such, the most recently
reported indices as of June 1, 2024, were reported
on May 15, 2024, and reflect economic conditions
in April 2024.

These new comments state that, from
January 1, 2025, through December 31,
2025, the threshold amount is $33,500.
These revisions are effective January 1,
2025.

III. Regulatory Analysis

Administrative Procedure Act

Under the Administrative Procedure
Act, notice and opportunity for public
comment are not required if the agency
finds that notice and public comment
are impracticable, unnecessary, or
contrary to the public interest.2? The
amendments in this rule are technical
and apply the method previously
memorialized in the December 2013
Supplemental Final Rule and the HPML
Small Dollar Adjustment Calculation
Rule. For these reasons, the OCC, the
Board, and the CFPB have determined
that publishing a notice of proposed
rulemaking and providing opportunity
for public comment are unnecessary.
Therefore, the amendments are adopted
in final form.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)
does not apply to a rulemaking where a
general notice of proposed rulemaking
is not required.1? The OCC, the Board,
and the CFPB have determined that it is
unnecessary to publish a general notice
of proposed rulemaking for this final
rule. Accordingly, the RFA’s
requirements relating to an initial and
final regulatory flexibility analysis do

not apply.
Paperwork Reduction Act

The OCC, the Board, and the CFPB
reviewed this final rule in accordance
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995.13 The OCC, the Board, and the
CFPB have determined that this rule
does not create any new information
collections or substantially revise any
existing collections.

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The OCC analyzes proposed rules for
the factors listed in section 202 of the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995
before promulgating a final rule for
which a general notice of proposed
rulemaking was published.1* As
discussed above, the OCC has
determined that the publication of a
general notice of proposed rulemaking
is unnecessary.

115 U.S.C. 553(b)(B).

125 U.S.C. 603(a), 604(a).

1344 U.S.C. 3506; 5 CFR part 1320.
142 U.S.C. 1532.

CFPB Congressional Review Act
Statement

Pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), the CFPB will
submit a report containing this rule and
other required information to the U.S.
Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to the
rule taking effect. The Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs has
designated this rule as not a “‘major
rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects
12 CFR Part 34

Accounting, Banks, banking,
Consumer protection, Credit, Mortgages,
National banks, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Savings
associations, Truth-in-lending.

12 CFR Part 226

Advertising, Appraisal, Appraiser,
Consumer protection, Credit, Federal
Reserve System, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Truth-in-
lending.

12 CFR Part 1026

Advertising, Banks, banking,
Consumer protection, Credit, Credit
unions, Mortgages, National banks,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Savings associations,
Truth-in-lending.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency

Authority and Issuance

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the OCC amends 12 CFR part
34 as set forth below:

PART 34—REAL ESTATE LENDING
AND APPRAISALS

m 1. The authority citation for part 34
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 12 U.S.C. 1 et seq., 25b, 29, 93a,
371, 1462a, 1463, 1464, 1465, 1701j-3,
1828(0), 3331 et seq., 5101 et seq.,
5412(b)(2)(B) and 15 U.S.C. 1639h.

m 2. In appendix C to subpart G, under
Section 34.203—Appraisals for Higher-
Priced Mortgage Loans, paragraph
34.203(b)(2) is revised to read as
follows:

Appendix C to Subpart G—OCC
Interpretations
* * * * *

Section 34.203—Appraisals for Higher-
Priced Mortgage Loans

* * * * *
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Paragraph 34.203(b)(2)

1. Threshold amount. For purposes of
§34.203(b)(2), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in comment 203(b)(2)-3 for that
period. The threshold amount is adjusted
effective January 1 of each year by any
annual percentage increase in the Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) that was in effect
on the preceding June 1. Comment 203(b)(2)-
3 will be amended to provide the threshold
amount for the upcoming year after the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W that
was in effect on June 1 becomes available.
Any increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment. For
example, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $950 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $1,000.
However, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $949 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $900.

2. No increase in the CPI-W. If the CPI-W
in effect on June 1 does not increase from the
CPI-W in effect on June 1 of the previous
year, the threshold amount effective the
following January 1 through December 31
will not change from the previous year.
When this occurs, for the years that follow,
the threshold is calculated based on the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W
applied to the dollar amount that would have
resulted, after rounding, if decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had been
taken into account.

i. Net increases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is greater than the
current threshold, then the threshold
effective January 1 the following year will
increase accordingly.

ii. Net decreases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or less
than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the following
year will not change, but future increases
will be calculated based on the amount that
would have resulted.

3. Threshold. For purposes of
§34.203(b)(2), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in the following for that period.

i. From January 18, 2014, through
December 31, 2014, the threshold amount is
$25,000.

ii. From January 1, 2015, through
December 31, 2015, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

iii. From January 1, 2016, through
December 31, 2016, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

iv. From January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

v. From January 1, 2018, through December
31, 2018, the threshold amount is $26,000.

vi. From January 1, 2019, through
December 31, 2019, the threshold amount is
$26,700.

vii. From January 1, 2020, through
December 31, 2020, the threshold amount is
$27,200.

viii. From January 1, 2021, through
December 31, 2021, the threshold amount is
$27,200.

ix. From January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022, the threshold amount is
$28,500.

x. From January 1, 2023, through December
31, 2023, the threshold amount is $31,000.

xi. From January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024, the threshold amount is
$32,400.

xii. From January 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025, the threshold amount is
$33,500.

4. Qualifying for exemption—in general. A
transaction is exempt under § 34.203(b)(2) if
the creditor makes an extension of credit at
consummation that is equal to or below the
threshold amount in effect at the time of
consummation.

5. Qualifying for exemption—subsequent
changes. A transaction does not meet the
condition for an exemption under
§ 34.203(b)(2) merely because it is used to
satisfy and replace an existing exempt loan
unless the amount of the new extension of
credit is equal to or less than the applicable
threshold amount. For example, assume a
closed-end loan that qualified for a
§ 34.203(b)(2) exemption at consummation in
year one is refinanced in year ten and that
the new loan amount is greater than the
threshold amount in effect in year ten. In
these circumstances, the creditor must
comply with all of the applicable
requirements of § 34.203 with respect to the
year ten transaction if the original loan is
satisfied and replaced by the new loan unless
another exemption from the requirements of
§34.203 applies. See § 34.203(b) and (d)(7).

* * * * *

BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE
FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Authority and Issuance

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the Board amends Regulation
Z, 12 CFR part 226, as set forth below:

PART 226—TRUTH IN LENDING
(REGULATION 2)

m 3. The authority citation for part 226
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 12 U.S.C. 3806; 15 U.S.C. 1604,
1637(c)(5), 1639(1), and 1639h; Pub. L. 111—
24, section 2, 123 Stat. 1734; Pub. L. 111—
203, 124 Stat. 1376.

m 4. In supplement I to part 226, under
Section 226.43—Appraisals for Higher-
Risk Mortgage Loans, paragraph 43(b)(2)
is revised to read as follows:

Supplement I to Part 226—Official Staff
Interpretations

* * * * *

Section 226.43—Appraisals for Higher-Risk
Mortgage Loans

* * * * *

Paragraph 43(b)(2)

1. Threshold amount. For purposes of
§226.43(b)(2), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in comment 43(b)(2)-3 for that period.

The threshold amount is adjusted effective
January 1 of each year by any annual
percentage increase in the Consumer Price
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers (CPI-W) that was in effect on the
preceding June 1. Comment 43(b)(2)-3 will
be amended to provide the threshold amount
for the upcoming year after the annual
percentage change in the CPI-W that was in
effect on June 1 becomes available. Any
increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment. For
example, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $950 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $1,000.
However, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $949 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $900.

2. No increase in the CPI-W. If the CPI-W
in effect on June 1 does not increase from the
CPI-W in effect on June 1 of the previous
year, the threshold amount effective the
following January 1 through December 31
will not change from the previous year.
When this occurs, for the years that follow,
the threshold is calculated based on the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W
applied to the dollar amount that would have
resulted, after rounding, if decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had been
taken into account.

i. Net increases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is greater than the
current threshold, then the threshold
effective January 1 the following year will
increase accordingly.

ii. Net decreases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or less
than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the following
year will not change, but future increases
will be calculated based on the amount that
would have resulted.

3. Threshold. For purposes of
§226.43(b)(2), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in the following for that period.

i. From January 18, 2014, through
December 31, 2014, the threshold amount is
$25,000.

ii. From January 1, 2015, through
December 31, 2015, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

iii. From January 1, 2016, through
December 31, 2016, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

iv. From January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

v. From January 1, 2018, through December
31, 2018, the threshold amount is $26,000.

vi. From January 1, 2019, through
December 31, 2019, the threshold amount is
$26,700.

vii. From January 1, 2020, through
December 31, 2020, the threshold amount is
$27,200.

viii. From January 1, 2021, through
December 31, 2021, the threshold amount is
$27,200.

ix. From January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022, the threshold amount is
$28,500.

x. From January 1, 2023, through December
31, 2023, the threshold amount is $31,000.
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xi. From January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024, the threshold amount is
$32,400.

xii. From January 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025, the threshold amount is
$33,500.

4. Qualifying for exemption—in general. A
transaction is exempt under § 226.43(b)(2) if
the creditor makes an extension of credit at
consummation that is equal to or below the
threshold amount in effect at the time of
consummation.

5. Qualifying for exemption—subsequent
changes. A transaction does not meet the
condition for an exemption under
§226.43(b)(2) merely because it is used to
satisfy and replace an existing exempt loan
unless the amount of the new extension of
credit is equal to or less than the applicable
threshold amount. For example, assume a
closed-end loan that qualified for a
§ 226.43(b)(2) exemption at consummation in
year one is refinanced in year ten and that
the new loan amount is greater than the
threshold amount in effect in year ten. In
these circumstances, the creditor must
comply with all of the applicable
requirements of § 226.43 with respect to the
year ten transaction if the original loan is
satisfied and replaced by the new loan unless
another exemption from the requirements of
§226.43 applies. See § 226.43(b) and (d)(7).

* * * * *

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION
BUREAU

Authority and Issuance

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the CFPB amends Regulation
Z, 12 CFR part 1026, as set forth below:

PART 1026—TRUTH IN LENDING
(REGULATION 2)

m 5. The authority citation for part 1026
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 12 U.S.C. 2601, 2603-2605,
2607, 2609, 2617, 3353, 5511, 5512, 5532,
5581; 15 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.

m 6. In supplement I to part 1026, under
Section 1026.35—Requirements for
Higher-Priced Mortgage Loans,
paragraph 35(c)(2)(ii) is revised to read
as follows:

Supplement I to Part 1026—Official
Interpretations

* * * * *

Section 1026.35—Requirements for Higher-
Priced Mortgage Loans

* * * * *

Paragraph 35(c)(2)(ii)

1. Threshold amount. For purposes of
§1026.35(c)(2)(ii), the threshold amount in
effect during a particular period is the
amount stated in comment 35(c)(2)(ii)-3 for
that period. The threshold amount is
adjusted effective January 1 of each year by
any annual percentage increase in the
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) that
was in effect on the preceding June 1.

Comment 35(c)(2)(ii)-3 will be amended to
provide the threshold amount for the
upcoming year after the annual percentage
change in the CPI-W that was in effect on
June 1 becomes available. Any increase in the
threshold amount will be rounded to the
nearest $100 increment. For example, if the
annual percentage increase in the CPI-W
would result in a $950 increase in the
threshold amount, the threshold amount will
be increased by $1,000. However, if the
annual percentage increase in the CPI-W
would result in a $949 increase in the
threshold amount, the threshold amount will
be increased by $900.

2. No increase in the CPI-W. If the CPI-W
in effect on June 1 does not increase from the
CPI-W in effect on June 1 of the previous
year, the threshold amount effective the
following January 1 through December 31
will not change from the previous year.
When this occurs, for the years that follow,
the threshold is calculated based on the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W
applied to the dollar amount that would have
resulted, after rounding, if decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had been
taken into account.

i. Net increases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is greater than the
current threshold, then the threshold
effective January 1 the following year will
increase accordingly.

ii. Net decreases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or less
than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the following
year will not change, but future increases
will be calculated based on the amount that
would have resulted.

3. Threshold. For purposes of
§1026.35(c)(2)(ii), the threshold amount in
effect during a particular period is the
amount stated in the following for that
period.

i. From January 18, 2014, through
December 31, 2014, the threshold amount is
$25,000.

ii. From January 1, 2015, through
December 31, 2015, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

iii. From January 1, 2016, through
December 31, 2016, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

iv. From January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017, the threshold amount is
$25,500.

v. From January 1, 2018, through December
31, 2018, the threshold amount is $26,000.

vi. From January 1, 2019, through
December 31, 2019, the threshold amount is
$26,700.

vii. From January 1, 2020, through
December 31, 2020, the threshold amount is
$27,200.

viii. From January 1, 2021, through
December 31, 2021, the threshold amount is
$27,200.

ix. From January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022, the threshold amount is
$28,500.

x. From January 1, 2023, through December
31, 2023, the threshold amount is $31,000.

xi. From January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024, the threshold amount is
$32,400.

xii. From January 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025, the threshold amount is
$33,500.

4. Qualifying for exemption—in general. A
transaction is exempt under
§1026.35(c)(2)(ii) if the creditor makes an
extension of credit at consummation that is
equal to or below the threshold amount in
effect at the time of consummation.

5. Qualifying for exemption—subsequent
changes. A transaction does not meet the
condition for an exemption under
§1026.35(c)(2)(ii) merely because it is used to
satisfy and replace an existing exempt loan
unless the amount of the new extension of
credit is equal to or less than the applicable
threshold amount. For example, assume a
closed-end loan that qualified for a
§1026.35(c)(2)(ii) exemption at
consummation in year one is refinanced in
year ten and that the new loan amount is
greater than the threshold amount in effect in
year ten. In these circumstances, the creditor
must comply with all of the applicable
requirements of § 1026.35(c) with respect to
the year ten transaction if the original loan
is satisfied and replaced by the new loan
unless another exemption from the
requirements of § 1026.35(c) applies. See
§1026.35(c)(2) and (c)(4)(vii).

* * * * *

Michael J. Hsu,
Acting Comptroller of the Currency.

By order of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, acting through the
Secretary of the Board under delegated
authority.

Benjamin W. McDonough,

Deputy Secretary of the Board.

Brian Shearer,

Assistant Director, Office of Policy Planning
and Strategy, Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau.

[FR Doc. 2024-23277 Filed 10~11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P; 4810-33-P; 4810-AM-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

12 CFR Part 213
[Docket No. R-1842]
RIN 7100-AG 83

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION
BUREAU

12 CFR Part 1013

Consumer Leasing (Regulation M)

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) and
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB).

ACTION: Final rules and official
interpretations.

SUMMARY: The Board and the CFPB
(collectively, Agencies) are finalizing
amendments to the official
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interpretations for the Agencies’
regulations that implement the
Consumer Leasing Act (CLA). The
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act (Dodd-Frank
Act) amended the CLA by requiring that
the dollar threshold for exempt
consumer leases be adjusted annually
by the annual percentage increase in the
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W).
Based on the annual percentage increase
in the CPI-W as of June 1, 2024, the
exemption threshold will increase from
$69,500 to $71,900 effective January 1,
2025. Because the Dodd-Frank Act also
requires similar adjustments in the
Truth in Lending Act’s threshold for
exempt consumer credit transactions,
the Agencies are making similar
amendments to each of their respective
regulations implementing the Truth in
Lending Act elsewhere in the Rules
section of this issue of the Federal
Register.

DATES: This final rule is effective
January 1, 2025.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Board: Vivian W. Wong, Senior
Counsel, Division of Consumer and
Community Affairs, Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System, at (202)
452-3667. For users of TTY-TRS, please
call 711 from any telephone, anywhere
in the United States.

CFPB: George Karithanom, Regulatory
Implementation & Guidance Program
Analyst, Office of Regulations, at 202—
435-7700 or at: https://reginquiries.
consumerfinance.gov/. If you require
this document in an alternative
electronic format, please contact CFPB_
Accessibility@cfpb.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The Dodd-Frank Act increased the
threshold in the CLA for exempt
consumer leases, and the threshold in
the Truth in Lending Act (TILA) for
exempt consumer credit transactions,?
from $25,000 to $50,000, effective July
21, 2011.2 In addition, the Dodd-Frank
Act requires that, on and after December
31, 2011, these thresholds be adjusted
annually for inflation by the annual
percentage increase in the CPI-W, as
published by the Bureau of Labor

1 Although consumer credit transactions above
the threshold are generally exempt, loans secured
by real property or by personal property used or
expected to be used as the principal dwelling of a
consumer and private education loans are covered
by TILA regardless of the loan amount. See 12 CFR
226.3(b)(1)(i) (Board) and 12 CFR 1026.3(b)(1)(i)
(CFPB).

2Public Law 111-203, sec. 1100E, 124 Stat. 1376,
2111 (2010).

Statistics.® In April 2011, the Board
issued a final rule amending Regulation
M (which implements the CLA)
consistent with these provisions of the
Dodd-Frank Act, along with a similar
final rule amending Regulation Z
(which implements TILA) (collectively,
Board Final Threshold Rules).4

Title X of the Dodd-Frank Act
transferred rulemaking authority for a
number of consumer financial
protection laws from the Board to the
CFPB, effective July 21, 2011. In
connection with this transfer of
rulemaking authority, the CFPB issued
its own Regulation M implementing the
CLA, 12 CFR part 1013, substantially
duplicating the Board’s Regulation M.5
Although the CFPB has the authority to
issue rules to implement the CLA for
most entities, the Board retains
authority to issue rules under the CLA
for certain motor vehicle dealers
covered by section 1029(a) of the Dodd-
Frank Act, and the Board’s Regulation
M continues to apply to those entities.®

The Agencies’ regulations,” and their
accompanying official interpretations,
provide that the exemption threshold
will be adjusted annually effective
January 1 of each year based on any
annual percentage increase in the CPI-
W that was in effect on the preceding
June 1. They further provide that any
increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment.
For example, if the annual percentage
increase in the CPI-W would result in
a $950 increase in the threshold
amount, the threshold amount will be

3Id.

476 FR 18349 (Apr. 4, 2011); 76 FR 18354 (Apr.
4,2011).

5 See 76 FR 78500 (Dec. 19, 2011); 81 FR 25323
(Apr. 28, 2016).

6 Section 1029(a) of the Dodd-Frank Act states:
“Except as permitted in subsection (b), the Bureau
may not exercise any rulemaking, supervisory,
enforcement, or any other authority . . . overa
motor vehicle dealer that is predominantly engaged
in the sale and servicing of motor vehicles, the
leasing and servicing of motor vehicles, or both.”
12 U.S.C. 5519(a). Section 1029(b) of the Dodd-
Frank Act provides that “[s]Jubsection (a) shall not
apply to any person, to the extent that such
person—(1) provides consumers with any services
related to residential or commercial mortgages or
self-financing transactions involving real property;
(2) operates a line of business—(A) that involves the
extension of retail credit or retail leases involving
motor vehicles; and (B) in which—(i) the extension
of retail credit or retail leases are provided directly
to consumers; and (ii) the contract governing such
extension of retail credit or retail leases is not
routinely assigned to an unaffiliated third party
finance or leasing source; or (3) offers or provides
a consumer financial product or service not
involving or related to the sale, financing, leasing,
rental, repair, refurbishment, maintenance, or other
servicing of motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts, or
any related or ancillary product or service.” 12
U.S.C. 5519(b).

712 CFR 213.2(e)(1) (Board) and 12 CFR
1013.2(e)(1) (CFPB).

increased by $1,000. However, if the
annual percentage increase in the CPI-
W would result in a $949 increase in the
threshold amount, the threshold amount
will be increased by $900.8 Since 2011,
the Agencies have adjusted the
Regulation M exemption threshold
annually, in accordance with these
rules.

On November 30, 2016, the Agencies
published a final rule in the Federal
Register to memorialize the calculation
method used by the Agencies each year
to adjust the exemption threshold to
ensure that, as contemplated by section
1100E(b) of the Dodd-Frank Act, the
values for the exemption threshold keep
pace with the CPI-W (Regulation M
Adjustment Calculation Rule).? The
Regulation M Adjustment Calculation
Rule memorialized the policy that, if
there is no annual percentage increase
in the CPI-W, the Agencies will not
adjust the exemption threshold from the
prior year. The Regulation M
Adjustment Calculation Rule also
provided that, in years following a year
in which the exemption threshold was
not adjusted because there was a
decrease in the CPI-W from the
previous year, the threshold is
calculated by applying the annual
percentage change in the CPI-W to the
dollar amount that would have resulted,
after rounding, if the decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had
been taken into account. If the resulting
amount calculated, after rounding, is
greater than the current threshold, then
the threshold effective January 1 the
following year will increase
accordingly; if the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or
less than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the
following year will not change, but
future increases will be calculated based
on the amount that would have resulted,
after rounding.

II. 2025 Adjustment and Official
Interpretations Revision

Effective January 1, 2025, the
exemption threshold amount is
increased from $69,500 to $71,900. This
amount is based on the CPI-W in effect
on June 1, 2024, which was reported on
May 15, 2024 (based on April 2024
data).10 The CPI-W is a subset of the

8 See comments 2(e)-9 in supplement I of 12 CFR
parts 213 and 1013.

9 See 81 FR 86256 (Nov. 30, 2016).

10 The Bureau of Labor Statistics calculates
consumer-based indices for each month but does
not report those indices until the middle of the
following month. As such, the most recently
reported indices as of June 1, 2024, were reported
on May 15, 2024, and reflect economic conditions
in April 2024.
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CPI-U index (based on all urban
consumers) and represents
approximately 30 percent of the U.S.
population. The CPI-W reported on
May 15, 2024, reflects a 3.4 percent
increase in the CPI-W from April 2023
to April 2024. Accordingly, the 3.4
percent increase in the CPI-W from
April 2023 to April 2024 results in an
exemption threshold amount of $71,900,
after rounding. The Agencies are
revising the official interpretations to
their respective regulations to add new
comment 2(e)-11.xvi to state that, from
January 1, 2025, through December 31,
2025, the threshold amount is $71,900.
These revisions are effective January 1,
2025.

III. Regulatory Analysis

Administrative Procedure Act

Under the Administrative Procedure
Act, notice and opportunity for public
comment are not required if the
Agencies find that notice and public
comment are impracticable,
unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest.1* The amendments in this rule
are technical and apply the method
previously set forth in the Board Final
Threshold Rules and the Regulation M
Adjustment Calculation Rule. For these
reasons, the Agencies have determined
that publishing a notice of proposed
rulemaking and providing opportunity
for public comment are unnecessary.
Therefore, the amendments are adopted
in final form.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)
does not apply to a rulemaking where a
general notice of proposed rulemaking
is not required.'2 As noted previously,
the Agencies have determined that it is
unnecessary to publish a general notice
of proposed rulemaking for this joint
final rule. Accordingly, the RFA’s
requirements relating to an initial and
final regulatory flexibility analysis do

not apply.
Paperwork Reduction Act

The Agencies reviewed this final rule
in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995.13 The Agencies
have determined that this rule does not
create any new information collections
or substantially revise any existing
collections.

CFPB Congressional Review Act
Statement

Pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), the CFPB will

115 U.S.C. 553(b)(B).
125 U.S.C. 603(a) and 604(a).
1344 U.S.C. 3506; 5 CFR part 1320.

submit a report containing this rule and
other required information to the U.S.
Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to the
rule taking effect. The Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs has
designated this rule as not a “‘major
rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects

12 CFR Part 213

Advertising, Consumer leasing,
Consumer protection, Federal Reserve
System, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

12 CFR Part 1013

Administrative practice and
procedure, Advertising, Consumer
protection, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Truth-in-lending.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE
FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Authority and Issuance

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the Board amends Regulation
M, 12 CFR part 213, as set forth below:

PART 213—CONSUMER LEASING
(REGULATION M)

m 1. The authority citation for part 213
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 1604 and 1667f; Pub.
L. 111-203 section 1100E, 124 Stat. 1376.

m 2. In supplement I to part 213, under
Section 213.2—Definitions, revise 2(e)
Consumer Lease, as follows:

Supplement I to Part 213—Official Staff
Interpretations

* * * * *

Section 213.2—Definitions
* * * * *

2(e) Consumer Lease

1. Primary purposes. A lessor must
determine in each case if the leased property
will be used primarily for personal, family,
or household purposes. If a question exists as
to the primary purpose for a lease, the fact
that a lessor gives disclosures is not
controlling on the question of whether the
transaction is covered. The primary purpose
of a lease is determined before or at
consummation and a lessor need not provide
Regulation M disclosures where there is a
subsequent change in the primary use.

2. Period of time. To be a consumer lease,
the initial term of the lease must be more
than four months. Thus, a lease of personal
property for four months, three months or on
a month-to-month or week-to-week basis
(even though the lease actually extends
beyond four months) is not a consumer lease
and is not subject to the disclosure
requirements of the regulation. However, a
lease that imposes a penalty for not

continuing the lease beyond four months is
considered to have a term of more than four
months. To illustrate:

i. A three-month lease extended on a
month-to-month basis and terminated after
one year is not subject to the regulation.

ii. A month-to-month lease with a penalty,
such as the forfeiture of a security deposit for
terminating before one year, is subject to the
regulation.

3. Total contractual obligation. The total
contractual obligation is not necessarily the
same as the total of payments disclosed
under § 213.4(e). The total contractual
obligation includes nonrefundable amounts a
lessee is contractually obligated to pay to the
lessor, but excludes items such as:

i. Residual value amounts or purchase-
option prices;

ii. Amounts collected by the lessor but
paid to a third party, such as taxes, licenses,
and registration fees.

4. Credit sale. The regulation does not
cover a lease that meets the definition of a
credit sale in Regulation Z, 12 CFR
226.2(a)(16), which is defined, in part, as a
bailment or lease (unless terminable without
penalty at any time by the consumer) under
which the consumer:

i. Agrees to pay as compensation for use a
sum substantially equivalent to, or in excess
of, the total value of the property and
services involved; and

ii. Will become (or has the option to
become), for no additional consideration or
for nominal consideration, the owner of the
property upon compliance with the
agreement.

5. Agricultural purpose. Agricultural
purpose means a purpose related to the
production, harvest, exhibition, marketing,
transportation, processing, or manufacture of
agricultural products by a natural person
who cultivates, plants, propagates, or
nurtures those agricultural products,
including but not limited to the acquisition
of personal property and services used
primarily in farming. Agricultural products
include horticultural, viticultural, and dairy
products, livestock, wildlife, poultry, bees,
forest products, fish and shellfish, and any
products thereof, including processed and
manufactured products, and any and all
products raised or produced on farms and
any processed or manufactured products
thereof.

6. Organization or other entity. A consumer
lease does not include a lease made to an
organization such as a corporation or a
government agency or instrumentality. Such
a lease is not covered by the regulation even
if the leased property is used (by an
employee, for example) primarily for
personal, family or household purposes, or is
guaranteed by or subsequently assigned to a
natural person.

7. Leases of personal property incidental to
a service. The following leases of personal
property are deemed incidental to a service
and thus are not subject to the regulation:

i. Home entertainment systems requiring
the consumer to lease equipment that enables
a television to receive the transmitted
programming.

ii. Security alarm systems requiring the
installation of leased equipment intended to
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monitor unlawful entries into a home and in
some cases to provide fire protection.

iii. Propane gas service where the
consumer must lease a propane tank to
receive the service.

8. Safe deposit boxes. The lease of a safe
deposit box is not a consumer lease under
§213.2(e).

9. Threshold amount. A consumer lease is
exempt from the requirements of this part if
the total contractual obligation exceeds the
threshold amount in effect at the time of
consummation. The threshold amount in
effect during a particular time period is the
amount stated in comment 2(e)-11 for that
period. The threshold amount is adjusted
effective January 1 of each year by any
annual percentage increase in the Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) that was in effect
on the preceding June 1. Comment 2(e)-11
will be amended to provide the threshold
amount for the upcoming year after the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W that
was in effect on June 1 becomes available.
Any increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment. For
example, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $950 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $1,000.
However, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $949 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $900. If a
consumer lease is exempt from the
requirements of this part because the total
contractual obligation exceeds the threshold
amount in effect at the time of
consummation, the lease remains exempt
regardless of a subsequent increase in the
threshold amount.

10. No increase in the CPI-W. If the CPI-
W in effect on June 1 does not increase from
the CPI-W in effect on June 1 of the previous
year, the threshold amount effective the
following January 1 through December 31
will not change from the previous year.
When this occurs, for the years that follow,
the threshold is calculated based on the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W
applied to the dollar amount that would have
resulted, after rounding, if decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had been
taken into account.

i. Net increases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is greater than the
current threshold, then the threshold
effective January 1 the following year will
increase accordingly.

ii. Net decreases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or less
than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the following
year will not change, but future increases
will be calculated based on the amount that
would have resulted.

11. Threshold. For purposes of
§213.2(e)(1), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in the following for that period.

i. Prior to July 21, 2011, the threshold
amount is $25,000.

ii. From July 21, 2011, through December
31, 2011, the threshold amount is $50,000.

iii. From January 1, 2012, through
December 31, 2012, the threshold amount is
$51,800.

iv. From January 1, 2013, through
December 31, 2013, the threshold amount is
$53,000.

v. From January 1, 2014, through December
31, 2014, the threshold amount is $53,500.

vi. From January 1, 2015, through
December 31, 2015, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

vii. From January 1, 2016, through
December 31, 2016, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

viii. From January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

ix. From January 1, 2018, through
December 31, 2018, the threshold amount is
$55,800.

x. From January 1, 2019, through December
31, 2019, the threshold amount is $57,200.

xi. From January 1, 2020, through
December 31, 2020, the threshold amount is
$58,300.

xii. From January 1, 2021, through
December 31, 2021, the threshold amount is
$58,300.

xiii. From January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022, the threshold amount is
$61,000.

xiv. From January 1, 2023, through
December 31, 2023, the threshold amount is
$66,400.

xv. From January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024, the threshold amount is
$69,500.

xvi. From January 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025, the threshold amount is
$71,900.

* * * * *

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION
BUREAU

Authority and Issuance

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the CFPB amends Regulation
M, 12 CFR part 1013, as set forth below:

PART 1013—CONSUMER LEASING
(REGULATION M)

m 3. The authority citation for part 1013
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 1604 and 1667f; Pub.
L. 111-203 sec. 1100E, 124 Stat. 1376.
m 4. In supplement I to part 1013, under
Section 1013.2—Definitions, revise
2(e)—Consumer Lease to read as
follows:

Supplement I to Part 1013—Official
Interpretations

* * * * *

Section 1013.2—Definitions
* * * * *

2(e) Consumer Lease

1. Primary purposes. A lessor must
determine in each case if the leased property
will be used primarily for personal, family,
or household purposes. If a question exists as

to the primary purpose for a lease, the fact
that a lessor gives disclosures is not
controlling on the question of whether the
transaction is covered. The primary purpose
of a lease is determined before or at
consummation and a lessor need not provide
Regulation M disclosures where there is a
subsequent change in the primary use.

2. Period of time. To be a consumer lease,
the initial term of the lease must be more
than four months. Thus, a lease of personal
property for four months, three months or on
a month-to-month or week-to-week basis
(even though the lease actually extends
beyond four months) is not a consumer lease
and is not subject to the disclosure
requirements of the regulation. However, a
lease that imposes a penalty for not
continuing the lease beyond four months is
considered to have a term of more than four
months. To illustrate:

i. A three-month lease extended on a
month-to-month basis and terminated after
one year is not subject to the regulation.

ii. A month-to-month lease with a penalty,
such as the forfeiture of a security deposit for
terminating before one year, is subject to the
regulation.

3. Total contractual obligation. The total
contractual obligation is not necessarily the
same as the total of payments disclosed
under §1013.4(e). The total contractual
obligation includes nonrefundable amounts a
lessee is contractually obligated to pay to the
lessor, but excludes items such as:

i. Residual value amounts or purchase-
option prices;

ii. Amounts collected by the lessor but
paid to a third party, such as taxes, licenses,
and registration fees.

4. Credit sale. The regulation does not
cover a lease that meets the definition of a
credit sale in Regulation Z, 12 CFR
226.2(a)(16), which is defined, in part, as a
bailment or lease (unless terminable without
penalty at any time by the consumer) under
which the consumer:

i. Agrees to pay as compensation for use a
sum substantially equivalent to, or in excess
of, the total value of the property and
services involved; and

ii. Will become (or has the option to
become), for no additional consideration or
for nominal consideration, the owner of the
property upon compliance with the
agreement.

5. Agricultural purpose. Agricultural
purpose means a purpose related to the
production, harvest, exhibition, marketing,
transportation, processing, or manufacture of
agricultural products by a natural person
who cultivates, plants, propagates, or
nurtures those agricultural products,
including but not limited to the acquisition
of personal property and services used
primarily in farming. Agricultural products
include horticultural, viticultural, and dairy
products, livestock, wildlife, poultry, bees,
forest products, fish and shellfish, and any
products thereof, including processed and
manufactured products, and any and all
products raised or produced on farms and
any processed or manufactured products
thereof.

6. Organization or other entity. A consumer
lease does not include a lease made to an
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organization such as a corporation or a
government agency or instrumentality. Such
a lease is not covered by the regulation even
if the leased property is used (by an
employee, for example) primarily for
personal, family or household purposes, or is
guaranteed by or subsequently assigned to a
natural person.

7. Leases of personal property incidental to
a service. The following leases of personal
property are deemed incidental to a service
and thus are not subject to the regulation:

i. Home entertainment systems requiring
the consumer to lease equipment that enables
a television to receive the transmitted
programming.

ii. Security alarm systems requiring the
installation of leased equipment intended to
monitor unlawful entries into a home and in
some cases to provide fire protection.

iii. Propane gas service where the
consumer must lease a propane tank to
receive the service.

8. Safe deposit boxes. The lease of a safe
deposit box is not a consumer lease under
§1013.2(e).

9. Threshold amount. A consumer lease is
exempt from the requirements of this part if
the total contractual obligation exceeds the
threshold amount in effect at the time of
consummation. The threshold amount in
effect during a particular time period is the
amount stated in comment 2(e)-1 for that
period. The threshold amount is adjusted
effective January 1 of each year by any
annual percentage increase in the Consumer
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) that was in effect
on the preceding June 1. Comment 2(e)-11
will be amended to provide the threshold
amount for the upcoming year after the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W that
was in effect on June 1 becomes available.
Any increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment. For
example, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $950 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $1,000.
However, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $949 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $900. If a
consumer lease is exempt from the
requirements of this part because the total
contractual obligation exceeds the threshold
amount in effect at the time of
consummation, the lease remains exempt
regardless of a subsequent increase in the
threshold amount.

10. No increase in the CPI-W. If the CPI-
W in effect on June 1 does not increase from
the CPI-W in effect on June 1 of the previous
year, the threshold amount effective the
following January 1 through December 31
will not change from the previous year.
When this occurs, for the years that follow,
the threshold is calculated based on the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W
applied to the dollar amount that would have
resulted, after rounding, if decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had been
taken into account.

i. Net increases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is greater than the
current threshold, then the threshold

effective January 1 the following year will
increase accordingly.

ii. Net decreases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or less
than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the following
year will not change, but future increases
will be calculated based on the amount that
would have resulted.

11. Threshold. For purposes of
§1013.2(e)(1), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in the following for that period.

i. Prior to July 21, 2011, the threshold
amount is $25,000.

ii. From July 21, 2011, through December
31, 2011, the threshold amount is $50,000.

iii. From January 1, 2012, through
December 31, 2012, the threshold amount is
$51,800.

iv. From January 1, 2013, through
December 31, 2013, the threshold amount is
$53,000.

v. From January 1, 2014, through December
31, 2014, the threshold amount is $53,500.

vi. From January 1, 2015, through
December 31, 2015, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

vii. From January 1, 2016, through
December 31, 2016, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

viii. From January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

ix. From January 1, 2018, through
December 31, 2018, the threshold amount is
$55,800.

x. From January 1, 2019, through December
31, 2019, the threshold amount is $57,200.

xi. From January 1, 2020, through
December 31, 2020, the threshold amount is
$58,300.

xii. From January 1, 2021, through
December 31, 2021, the threshold amount is
$58,300.

xiii. From January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022, the threshold amount is
$61,000.

xiv. From January 1, 2023, through
December 31, 2023, the threshold amount is
$66,400.

xv. From January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024, the threshold amount is
$69,500.

xvi. From January 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025, the threshold amount is
$71,900.

* * * * *

By order of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, acting through the
Secretary of the Board under delegated
authority.

Benjamin W. McDonough,
Deputy Secretary of the Board.
Brian Shearer,

Assistant Director, Office of Policy Planning
and Strategy, Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau.

[FR Doc. 2024-23276 Filed 10~11-24; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6210-01-P; 4810-AM-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM
12 CFR Part 226

[Docket No. R—1843]

RIN 7100-AG 84

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION
BUREAU

12 CFR Part 1026

Truth in Lending (Regulation Z)

AGENCY: Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System (Board) and
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB).

ACTION: Final rules, official
interpretations.

SUMMARY: The Board and the CFPB
(collectively, Agencies) are publishing
final rules amending the official
interpretations for the Agencies’
regulations that implement the Truth in
Lending Act (TILA). The Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act (Dodd-Frank Act)
amended TILA by requiring that the
dollar threshold for exempt consumer
credit transactions be adjusted annually
by the annual percentage increase in the
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W).
Based on the annual percentage increase
in the CPI-W as of June 1, 2024, the
exemption threshold will increase from
$69,500 to $71,900 effective January 1,
2025. Because the Dodd-Frank Act also
requires similar adjustments in the
Consumer Leasing Act’s threshold for
exempt consumer leases, the Agencies
are making similar amendments to each
of their respective regulations
implementing the Consumer Leasing
Act elsewhere in the Rules section of
this issue of the Federal Register.

DATES: This final rule is effective
January 1, 2025.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Board: Vivian W. Wong, Senior
Counsel, Division of Consumer and
Community Affairs, Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System, at (202)
452-3667. For users of TTY-TRS, please
call 711 from any telephone, anywhere
in the United States.

CFPB: George Karithanom, Regulatory
Implementation & Guidance Program
Analyst, Office of Regulations, at 202—
435-7700 or at: https://reginquiries.
consumerfinance.gov/. If you require
this document in an alternative
electronic format, please contact CFPB_
Accessibility@cfpb.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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I. Background

The Dodd-Frank Act increased the
threshold in TILA for exempt consumer
credit transactions,? and the threshold
in the Consumer Leasing Act (CLA) for
exempt consumer leases, from $25,000
to $50,000, effective July 21, 2011.2 In
addition, the Dodd-Frank Act requires
that, on and after December 31, 2011,
these thresholds be adjusted annually
for inflation by the annual percentage
increase in the CPI-W, as published by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.3 In April
2011, the Board issued a final rule
amending Regulation Z (which
implements TILA) consistent with these
provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act, along
with a similar final rule amending
Regulation M (which implements the
CLA) (collectively, Board Final
Threshold Rules).4

Title X of the Dodd-Frank Act
transferred rulemaking authority for a
number of consumer financial
protection laws from the Board to the
CFPB, effective July 21, 2011. In
connection with this transfer of
rulemaking authority, the CFPB issued
its own Regulation Z implementing
TILA, 12 CFR part 1026, substantially
duplicating the Board’s Regulation Z.5
Although the CFPB has the authority to
issue rules to implement TILA for most
entities, the Board retains authority to
issue rules under TILA for certain motor
vehicle dealers covered by section
1029(a) of the Dodd-Frank Act, and the
Board’s Regulation Z continues to apply
to those entities.®

1 Although consumer credit transactions above
the threshold are generally exempt, loans secured
by real property or by personal property used or
expected to be used as the principal dwelling of a
consumer and private education loans are covered
by TILA regardless of the loan amount. See 12 CFR
226.3(b)(1)(i) (Board) and 12 CFR 1026.3(b)(1)(i)
(CFPB).

2Public Law 111-203, sec. 1100E, 124 Stat. 1376,
2111 (2010).

31d.

476 FR 18354 (Apr. 4, 2011); 76 FR 18349 (Apr.
4, 2011).

5 See 76 FR 79768 (Dec. 22, 2011); 81 FR 25323
(Apr. 28, 2016).

6 Section 1029(a) of the Dodd-Frank Act states:
“Except as permitted in subsection (b), the Bureau
may not exercise any rulemaking, supervisory,
enforcement, or any other authority . . . overa
motor vehicle dealer that is predominantly engaged
in the sale and servicing of motor vehicles, the
leasing and servicing of motor vehicles, or both.”
12 U.S.C. 5519(a). Section 1029(b) of the Dodd-
Frank Act provides that “[s]Jubsection (a) shall not
apply to any person, to the extent that such
person—(1) provides consumers with any services
related to residential or commercial mortgages or
self-financing transactions involving real property;
(2) operates a line of business—(A) that involves the
extension of retail credit or retail leases involving
motor vehicles; and (B) in which—(i) the extension
of retail credit or retail leases are provided directly
to consumers; and (ii) the contract governing such
extension of retail credit or retail leases is not

The Agencies’ regulations,” and their
accompanying official interpretations,
provide that the exemption threshold
will be adjusted annually effective
January 1 of each year based on any
annual percentage increase in the CPI-
W that was in effect on the preceding
June 1. They further provide that any
increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment.
For example, if the annual percentage
increase in the CPI-W would result in
a $950 increase in the threshold
amount, the threshold amount will be
increased by $1,000. However, if the
annual percentage increase in the CPI-
W would result in a $949 increase in the
threshold amount, the threshold amount
will be increased by $900.8 Since 2011,
the Agencies have adjusted the
Regulation Z exemption threshold
annually, in accordance with these
rules.

On November 30, 2016, the Agencies
published a final rule in the Federal
Register to memorialize the calculation
method used by the Agencies each year
to adjust the exemption threshold to
ensure that, as contemplated by section
1100E(b) of the Dodd-Frank Act, the
values for the exemption threshold keep
pace with the CPI-W (Regulation Z
Adjustment Calculation Rule).? The
Regulation Z Adjustment Calculation
Rule memorialized the policy that, if
there is no annual percentage increase
in the CPI-W, the Agencies will not
adjust the exemption threshold from the
prior year. The Regulation Z Adjustment
Calculation Rule also provided that, in
years following a year in which the
exemption threshold was not adjusted
because there was a decrease in the CPI-
W from the previous year, the threshold
is calculated by applying the annual
percentage change in the CPI-W to the
dollar amount that would have resulted,
after rounding, if the decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had
been taken into account. If the resulting
amount calculated, after rounding, is
greater than the current threshold, then
the threshold effective January 1 the
following year will increase
accordingly; if the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or
less than the current threshold, then the

routinely assigned to an unaffiliated third party
finance or leasing source; or (3) offers or provides
a consumer financial product or service not
involving or related to the sale, financing, leasing,
rental, repair, refurbishment, maintenance, or other
servicing of motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts, or
any related or ancillary product or service.” 12
U.S.C. 5519(b).

712 CFR 226.3(b)(1)(ii) (Board) and 12 CFR
1026.3(b)(1)(ii) (CFPB).

8 See comments 3(b)-1 in supplement I of 12 CFR
parts 226 and 1026.

9 See 81 FR 86260 (Nov. 30, 2016).

threshold effective January 1 the
following year will not change, but
future increases will be calculated based
on the amount that would have resulted,
after rounding.

II. 2025 Adjustment and Official
Interpretations Revision

Effective January 1, 2025, the
exemption threshold amount is
increased from $69,500 to $71,900. This
amount is based on the CPI-W in effect
on June 1, 2024, which was reported on
May 15, 2024 (based on April 2024
data).1© The CPI-W is a subset of the
CPI-U index (based on all urban
consumers) and represents
approximately 30 percent of the U.S.
population. The CPI-W reported on
May 15, 2024, reflects a 3.4 percent
increase in the CPI-W from April 2023
to April 2024. Accordingly, the 3.4
percent increase in the CPI-W from
April 2023 to April 2024 results in an
exemption threshold amount of $71,900,
after rounding. The Agencies are
revising the official interpretations to
their respective regulations to add new
comment 3(b)—-3.xvi to state that, from
January 1, 2025, through December 31,
2025, the threshold amount is $71,900.
These revisions are effective January 1,
2025.

III. Regulatory Analysis
Administrative Procedure Act

Under the Administrative Procedure
Act, notice and opportunity for public
comment are not required if the
Agencies find that notice and public
comment are impracticable,
unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest.1? The amendments in this rule
are technical and apply the method
previously set forth in the Board Final
Threshold Rules and the Regulation Z
Adjustment Calculation Rule. For these
reasons, the Agencies have determined
that publishing a notice of proposed
rulemaking and providing opportunity
for public comment are unnecessary.
Therefore, the amendments are adopted
in final form.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)
does not apply to a rulemaking where a
general notice of proposed rulemaking
is not required.'2 As noted previously,

10 The Bureau of Labor Statistics calculates
consumer-based indices for each month but does
not report those indices until the middle of the
following month. As such, the most recently
reported indices as of June 1, 2024, were reported
on May 15, 2024, and reflect economic conditions
in April 2024.

115 U.S.C. 553(b)(B).

125 UU.S.C. 603(a), 604(a).
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the Agencies have determined that it is
unnecessary to publish a general notice
of proposed rulemaking for this joint
final rule. Accordingly, the RFA’s
requirements relating to an initial and
final regulatory flexibility analysis do
not apply.

Paperwork Reduction Act

The Agencies reviewed this final rule
in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995.13 The Agencies
have determined that this rule does not
create any new information collections
or substantially revise any existing
collections.

CFPB Congressional Review Act
Statement

Pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), the CFPB will
submit a report containing this rule and
other required information to the U.S.
Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to the
rule taking effect. The Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs has
designated this rule as not a “‘major
rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects
12 CFR Part 226

Advertising, Consumer protection,
Federal Reserve System, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Truth-in-
lending.

12 CFR Part 1026

Advertising, Banks, Banking,
Consumer protection, Credit, Credit
unions, Mortgages, National banks,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Savings associations,
Truth-in-lending.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE
FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Authority and Issuance

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the Board amends Regulation
Z, 12 CFR part 226, as set forth below:

PART 226—TRUTH IN LENDING
(REGULATION 2)

m 1. The authority citation for part 226
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 12 U.S.C. 3806; 15 U.S.C. 1604,
1637(c)(5), 1639(1) and 1639h; Pub. L. 111—
24, section 2, 123 Stat. 1734; Pub. L. 111-
203, 124 Stat. 1376.

m 2. In supplement I to part 226, under
Section 226.3—Exempt Transactions,
revise 3(b) Credit over applicable

threshold amount, to read as follows:

1344 U.S.C. 3506; 5 CFR part 1320.

Supplement I to Part 226—Official Staff
Interpretations

* * * * *

Section 226.3—Exempt Transactions
* * * * *

3(b) Credit over applicable threshold
amount.

1. Threshold amount. For purposes of
§226.3(b), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in comment 3(b)-3 for that period. The
threshold amount is adjusted effective
January 1 of each year by any annual
percentage increase in the Consumer Price
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers (CPI-W) that was in effect on the
preceding June 1. Comment 3(b)-3 will be
amended to provide the threshold amount for
the upcoming year after the annual
percentage change in the CPI-W that was in
effect on June 1 becomes available. Any
increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment. For
example, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $950 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $1,000.
However, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $949 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $900.

2. No increase in the CPI-W. If the CPI-W
in effect on June 1 does not increase from the
CPI-W in effect on June 1 of the previous
year, the threshold amount effective the
following January 1 through December 31
will not change from the previous year.
When this occurs, for the years that follow,
the threshold is calculated based on the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W
applied to the dollar amount that would have
resulted, after rounding, if decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had been
taken into account.

i. Net increases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is greater than the
current threshold, then the threshold
effective January 1 the following year will
increase accordingly.

ii. Net decreases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or less
than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the following
year will not change, but future increases
will be calculated based on the amount that
would have resulted.

3. Threshold. For purposes of § 226.3(b),
the threshold amount in effect during a
particular period is the amount stated in the
following for that period.

i. Prior to July 21, 2011, the threshold
amount is $25,000.

ii. From July 21, 2011, through December
31, 2011, the threshold amount is $50,000.

iii. From January 1, 2012, through
December 31, 2012, the threshold amount is
$51,800.

iv. From January 1, 2013, through
December 31, 2013, the threshold amount is
$53,000.

v. From January 1, 2014, through December
31, 2014, the threshold amount is $53,500.

vi. From January 1, 2015, through
December 31, 2015, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

vii. From January 1, 2016, through
December 31, 2016, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

viii. From January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

ix. From January 1, 2018, through
December 31, 2018, the threshold amount is
$55,800.

x. From January 1, 2019, through December
31, 2019, the threshold amount is $57,200.

xi. From January 1, 2020, through
December 31, 2020, the threshold amount is
$58,300.

xii. From January 1, 2021, through
December 31, 2021, the threshold amount is
$58,300.

xiii. From January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022, the threshold amount is
$61,000.

xiv. From January 1, 2023, through
December 31, 2023, the threshold amount is
$66,400.

xv. From January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024, the threshold amount is
$69,500.

xvi. From January 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025, the threshold amount is
$71,900.

4. Open-end credit.

i. Qualifying for exemption. An open-end
account is exempt under § 226.3(b) (unless
secured by any real property, or by personal
property used or expected to be used as the
consumer’s principal dwelling) if either of
the following conditions is met:

A. The creditor makes an initial extension
of credit at or after account opening that
exceeds the threshold amount in effect at the
time the initial extension is made. If a
creditor makes an initial extension of credit
after account opening that does not exceed
the threshold amount in effect at the time the
extension is made, the creditor must have
satisfied all of the applicable requirements of
this part from the date the account was
opened (or earlier, if applicable), including
but not limited to the requirements of § 226.6
(account-opening disclosures), § 226.7
(periodic statements), § 226.52 (limitations
on fees), and § 226.55 (limitations on
increasing annual percentages rates, fees, and
charges). For example:

(1) Assume that the threshold amount in
effect on January 1 is $50,000. On February
1, an account is opened but the creditor does
not make an initial extension of credit at that
time. On July 1, the creditor makes an initial
extension of credit of $60,000. In this
circumstance, no requirements of this part
apply to the account.

(2) Assume that the threshold amount in
effect on January 1 is $50,000. On February
1, an account is opened but the creditor does
not make an initial extension of credit at that
time. On July 1, the creditor makes an initial
extension of credit of $50,000 or less. In this
circumstance, the account is not exempt, and
the creditor must have satisfied all of the
applicable requirements of this part from the
date the account was opened (or earlier, if
applicable).

B. The creditor makes a firm written
commitment at account opening to extend a
total amount of credit in excess of the
threshold amount in effect at the time the
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account is opened with no requirement of
additional credit information for any
advances on the account (except as permitted
from time to time with respect to open-end
accounts pursuant to § 226.2(a)(20)).

ii. Subsequent changes generally.
Subsequent changes to an open-end account
or the threshold amount may result in the
account no longer qualifying for the
exemption in § 226.3(b). In these
circumstances, the creditor must begin to
comply with all of the applicable
requirements of this part within a reasonable
period of time after the account ceases to be
exempt. Once an account ceases to be
exempt, the requirements of this part apply
to any balances on the account. The creditor,
however, is not required to comply with the
requirements of this part with respect to the
period of time during which the account was
exempt. For example, if an open-end credit
account ceases to be exempt, the creditor
must within a reasonable period of time
provide the disclosures required by § 226.6
reflecting the current terms of the account
and begin to provide periodic statements
consistent with § 226.7. However, the
creditor is not required to disclose fees or
charges imposed while the account was
exempt. Furthermore, if the creditor provided
disclosures consistent with the requirements
of this part while the account was exempt,
it is not required to provide disclosures
required by § 226.6 reflecting the current
terms of the account. See also comment 3(b)—
6.

iii. Subsequent changes when exemption is
based on initial extension of credit. If a
creditor makes an initial extension of credit
that exceeds the threshold amount in effect
at that time, the open-end account remains
exempt under § 226.3(b) regardless of a
subsequent increase in the threshold amount,
including an increase pursuant to
§226.3(b)(1)(ii) as a result of an increase in
the CPI-W. Furthermore, in these
circumstances, the account remains exempt
even if there are no further extensions of
credit, subsequent extensions of credit do not
exceed the threshold amount, the account
balance is subsequently reduced below the
threshold amount (such as through
repayment of the extension), or the credit
limit for the account is subsequently reduced
below the threshold amount. However, if the
initial extension of credit on an account does
not exceed the threshold amount in effect at
the time of the extension, the account is not
exempt under § 226.3(b) even if a subsequent
extension exceeds the threshold amount or if
the account balance later exceeds the
threshold amount (for example, due to the
subsequent accrual of interest).

iv. Subsequent changes when exemption is
based on firm commitment.

A. General. If a creditor makes a firm
written commitment at account opening to
extend a total amount of credit that exceeds
the threshold amount in effect at that time,
the open-end account remains exempt under
§226.3(b) regardless of a subsequent increase
in the threshold amount pursuant to
§226.3(b)(1)(ii) as a result of an increase in
the CPI-W. However, see comment 3(b)-8
with respect to the increase in the threshold
amount from $25,000 to $50,000. If an open-

end account is exempt under § 226.3(b) based
on a firm commitment to extend credit, the
account remains exempt even if the amount
of credit actually extended does not exceed
the threshold amount. In contrast, if the firm
commitment does not exceed the threshold
amount at account opening, the account is
not exempt under § 226.3(b) even if the
account balance later exceeds the threshold
amount. In addition, if a creditor reduces a
firm commitment, the account ceases to be
exempt unless the reduced firm commitment
exceeds the threshold amount in effect at the
time of the reduction. For example:

(1) Assume that, at account opening in year
one, the threshold amount in effect is
$50,000 and the account is exempt under
§ 226.3(b) based on the creditor’s firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit. If
during year one the creditor reduces its firm
commitment to $53,000, the account remains
exempt under § 226.3(b). However, if during
year one the creditor reduces its firm
commitment to $40,000, the account is no
longer exempt under § 226.3(b).

(2) Assume that, at account opening in year
one, the threshold amount in effect is
$50,000 and the account is exempt under
§ 226.3(b) based on the creditor’s firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit. If
the threshold amount is $56,000 on January
1 of year six as a result of increases in the
CPI-W, the account remains exempt.
However, if the creditor reduces its firm
commitment to $54,000 on July 1 of year six,
the account ceases to be exempt under
§226.3(b).

B. Initial extension of credit. If an open-end
account qualifies for a § 226.3(b) exemption
at account opening based on a firm
commitment, that account may also
subsequently qualify for a § 226.3(b)
exemption based on an initial extension of
credit. However, that initial extension must
be a single advance in excess of the threshold
amount in effect at the time the extension is
made. In addition, the account must continue
to qualify for an exemption based on the firm
commitment until the initial extension of
credit is made. For example:

(1) Assume that, at account opening in year
one, the threshold amount in effect is
$50,000 and the account is exempt under
§ 226.3(b) based on the creditor’s firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit. The
account is not used for an extension of credit
during year one. On January 1 of year two,
the threshold amount is increased to $51,000
pursuant to § 226.3(b)(1)(ii) as a result of an
increase in the CPI-W. On July 1 of year two,
the consumer uses the account for an initial
extension of $52,000. As a result of this
extension of credit, the account remains
exempt under § 226.3(b) even if, after July 1
of year two, the creditor reduces the firm
commitment to $51,000 or less.

(2) Same facts as in paragraph 4.iv.B(1) of
this section except that the consumer uses
the account for an initial extension of
$30,000 on July 1 of year two and for an
extension of $22,000 on July 15 of year two.
In these circumstances, the account is not
exempt under § 226.3(b) based on the
$30,000 initial extension of credit because
that extension did not exceed the applicable
threshold amount ($51,000), although the

account remains exempt based on the firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit.

(3) Same facts as in paragraph 4.iv.B(1) of
this section except that, on April 1 of year
two, the creditor reduces the firm
commitment to $50,000, which is below the
$51,000 threshold then in effect. Because the
account ceases to qualify for a § 226.3(b)
exemption on April 1 of year two, the
account does not qualify for a § 226.3(b)
exemption based on a $52,000 initial
extension of credit on July 1 of year two.

5. Closed-end credit.

i. Qualifying for exemption. A closed-end
loan is exempt under § 226.3(b) (unless the
extension of credit is secured by any real
property, or by personal property used or
expected to be used as the consumer’s
principal dwelling; or is a private education
loan as defined in § 226.46(b)(5)), if either of
the following conditions is met.

A. The creditor makes an extension of
credit at consummation that exceeds the
threshold amount in effect at the time of
consummation. In these circumstances, the
loan remains exempt under § 226.3(b) even if
the amount owed is subsequently reduced
below the threshold amount (such as through
repayment of the loan).

B. The creditor makes a commitment at
consummation to extend a total amount of
credit in excess of the threshold amount in
effect at the time of consummation. In these
circumstances, the loan remains exempt
under § 226.3(b) even if the total amount of
credit extended does not exceed the
threshold amount.

ii. Subsequent changes. If a creditor makes
a closed-end extension of credit or
commitment to extend closed-end credit that
exceeds the threshold amount in effect at the
time of consummation, the closed-end loan
remains exempt under § 226.3(b) regardless
of a subsequent increase in the threshold
amount. However, a closed-end loan is not
exempt under § 226.3(b) merely because it is
used to satisfy and replace an existing
exempt loan, unless the new extension of
credit is itself exempt under the applicable
threshold amount. For example, assume a
closed-end loan that qualified for a § 226.3(b)
exemption at consummation in year one is
refinanced in year ten and that the new loan
amount is less than the threshold amount in
effect in year ten. In these circumstances, the
creditor must comply with all of the
applicable requirements of this part with
respect to the year ten transaction if the
original loan is satisfied and replaced by the
new loan, which is not exempt under
§226.3(b). See also comment 3(b)-6.

6. Addition of a security interest in real
property or a dwelling after account opening
or consummation.

i. Open-end credit. For open-end accounts,
if, after account opening, a security interest
is taken in real property, or in personal
property used or expected to be used as the
consumer’s principal dwelling, a previously
exempt account ceases to be exempt under
§226.3(b) and the creditor must begin to
comply with all of the applicable
requirements of this part within a reasonable
period of time. See comment 3(b)—4.ii. If a
security interest is taken in the consumer’s
principal dwelling, the creditor must also
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give the consumer the right to rescind the
security interest consistent with § 226.15.

ii. Closed-end credit. For closed-end loans,
if, after consummation, a security interest is
taken in any real property, or in personal
property used or expected to be used as the
consumer’s principal dwelling, an exempt
loan remains exempt under § 226.3(b).
However, the addition of a security interest
in the consumer’s principal dwelling is a
transaction for purposes of § 226.23, and the
creditor must give the consumer the right to
rescind the security interest consistent with
that section. See § 226.23(a)(1) and the
accompanying commentary. In contrast, if a
closed-end loan that is exempt under
§226.3(b) is satisfied and replaced by a loan
that is secured by any real property, or by
personal property used or expected to be
used as the consumer’s principal dwelling,
the new loan is not exempt under § 226.3(b)
and the creditor must comply with all of the
applicable requirements of this part. See
comment 3(b)-5.

7. Application to extensions secured by
mobile homes. Because a mobile home can be
a dwelling under § 226.2(a)(19), the
exemption in § 226.3(b) does not apply to a
credit extension secured by a mobile home
that is used or expected to be used as the
principal dwelling of the consumer. See
comment 3(b)-6.

8. Transition rule for open-end accounts
exempt prior to July 21, 2011. Section
226.3(b)(2) applies only to open-end accounts
opened prior to July 21, 2011. Section
226.3(b)(2) does not apply if a security
interest is taken by the creditor in any real
property, or in personal property used or
expected to be used as the consumer’s
principal dwelling. If, on July 20, 2011, an
open-end account is exempt under § 226.3(b)
based on a firm commitment to extend credit
in excess of $25,000, the account remains
exempt under § 226.3(b)(2) until December
31, 2011 (unless the firm commitment is
reduced to $25,000 or less). If the firm
commitment is increased on or before
December 31, 2011, to an amount in excess
of $50,000, the account remains exempt
under § 226.3(b)(1) regardless of subsequent
increases in the threshold amount as a result
of increases in the CPI-W. If the firm
commitment is not increased on or before
December 31, 2011, to an amount in excess
of $50,000, the account ceases to be exempt
under § 226.3(b) based on a firm commitment
to extend credit. For example:

i. Assume that, on July 20, 2011, the
account is exempt under § 226.3(b) based on
the creditor’s firm commitment to extend
$30,000 in credit. On November 1, 2011, the
creditor increases the firm commitment on
the account to $55,000. In these
circumstances, the account remains exempt
under § 226.3(b)(1) regardless of subsequent
increases in the threshold amount as a result
of increases in the CPI-W.

ii. Same facts as paragraph 8.i. of this
section except, on November 1, 2011, the
creditor increases the firm commitment on
the account to $40,000. In these
circumstances, the account ceases to be
exempt under § 226.3(b)(2) after December
31, 2011, and the creditor must begin to

comply with the applicable requirements of
this part.

* * * * *

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION
BUREAU

Authority and Issuance

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the CFPB amends Regulation
Z, 12 CFR part 1026, as set forth below:

PART 1026—TRUTH IN LENDING
(REGULATION 2)

m 3. The authority citation for part 1026
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 12 U.S.C. 2601, 2603-2605,
2607, 2609, 2617, 3353, 5511, 5512, 5532,
5581; 15 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.

m 4. In supplement I to part 1026, under
Section 1026.3—Exempt Transactions,
revise 3(b)—Credit Over Applicable
Threshold Amount to read as follows:

Supplement I to Part 1026—Official
Interpretations

* * * * *

Section 1026.3—Exempt Transactions
* * * * *

3(b) Credit Over Applicable Threshold
Amount

1. Threshold amount. For purposes of
§1026.3(b), the threshold amount in effect
during a particular period is the amount
stated in comment 3(b)-3 for that period. The
threshold amount is adjusted effective
January 1 of each year by any annual
percentage increase in the Consumer Price
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers (CPI-W) that was in effect on the
preceding June 1. Comment 3(b)-3 will be
amended to provide the threshold amount for
the upcoming year after the annual
percentage change in the CPI-W that was in
effect on June 1 becomes available. Any
increase in the threshold amount will be
rounded to the nearest $100 increment. For
example, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $950 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $1,000.
However, if the annual percentage increase in
the CPI-W would result in a $949 increase
in the threshold amount, the threshold
amount will be increased by $900.

2. No increase in the CPI-W. If the CPI-W
in effect on June 1 does not increase from the
CPI-W in effect on June 1 of the previous
year, the threshold amount effective the
following January 1 through December 31
will not change from the previous year.
When this occurs, for the years that follow,
the threshold is calculated based on the
annual percentage change in the CPI-W
applied to the dollar amount that would have
resulted, after rounding, if decreases and any
subsequent increases in the CPI-W had been
taken into account.

i. Net increases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is greater than the
current threshold, then the threshold

effective January 1 the following year will
increase accordingly.

ii. Net decreases. If the resulting amount
calculated, after rounding, is equal to or less
than the current threshold, then the
threshold effective January 1 the following
year will not change, but future increases
will be calculated based on the amount that
would have resulted.

3. Threshold. For purposes of § 1026.3(b),
the threshold amount in effect during a
particular period is the amount stated in the
following for that period.

i. Prior to July 21, 2011, the threshold
amount is $25,000.

ii. From July 21, 2011, through December
31, 2011, the threshold amount is $50,000.

iii. From January 1, 2012, through
December 31, 2012, the threshold amount is
$51,800.

iv. From January 1, 2013, through
December 31, 2013, the threshold amount is
$53,000.

v. From January 1, 2014, through December
31, 2014, the threshold amount is $53,500.

vi. From January 1, 2015, through
December 31, 2015, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

vii. From January 1, 2016, through
December 31, 2016, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

viii. From January 1, 2017, through
December 31, 2017, the threshold amount is
$54,600.

ix. From January 1, 2018, through
December 31, 2018, the threshold amount is
$55,800.

x. From January 1, 2019, through December
31, 2019, the threshold amount is $57,200.

xi. From January 1, 2020, through
December 31, 2020, the threshold amount is
$58,300.

xii. From January 1, 2021, through
December 31, 2021, the threshold amount is
$58,300. xiii. From January 1, 2022, through
December 31, 2022, the threshold amount is
$61,000.

xiv. From January 1, 2023, through
December 31, 2023, the threshold amount is
$66,400.

xv. From January 1, 2024, through
December 31, 2024, the threshold amount is
$69,500.

xvi. From January 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025, the threshold amount is
$71,900.

4. Open-end credit.

i. Qualifying for exemption. An open-end
account is exempt under § 1026.3(b) (unless
secured by real property, or by personal
property used or expected to be used as the
consumer’s principal dwelling) if either of
the following conditions is met:

A. The creditor makes an initial extension
of credit at or after account opening that
exceeds the threshold amount in effect at the
time the initial extension is made. If a
creditor makes an initial extension of credit
after account opening that does not exceed
the threshold amount in effect at the time the
extension is made, the creditor must have
satisfied all of the applicable requirements of
this part from the date the account was
opened (or earlier, if applicable), including
but not limited to the requirements of
§1026.6 (account-opening disclosures),
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§1026.7 (periodic statements), § 1026.52
(limitations on fees), and § 1026.55
(limitations on increasing annual percentage
rates, fees, and charges). For example:

1. Assume that the threshold amount in
effect on January 1 is $50,000. On February
1, an account is opened but the creditor does
not make an initial extension of credit at that
time. On July 1, the creditor makes an initial
extension of credit of $60,000. In this
circumstance, no requirements of this part
apply to the account.

2. Assume that the threshold amount in
effect on January 1 is $50,000. On February
1, an account is opened but the creditor does
not make an initial extension of credit at that
time. On July 1, the creditor makes an initial
extension of credit of $50,000 or less. In this
circumstance, the account is not exempt, and
the creditor must have satisfied all of the
applicable requirements of this part from the
date the account was opened (or earlier, if
applicable).

B. The creditor makes a firm written
commitment at account opening to extend a
total amount of credit in excess of the
threshold amount in effect at the time the
account is opened with no requirement of
additional credit information for any
advances on the account (except as permitted
from time to time with respect to open-end
accounts pursuant to § 1026.2(a)(20)).

ii. Subsequent changes generally.
Subsequent changes to an open-end account
or the threshold amount may result in the
account no longer qualifying for the
exemption in § 1026.3(b). In these
circumstances, the creditor must begin to
comply with all of the applicable
requirements of this part within a reasonable
period of time after the account ceases to be
exempt. Once an account ceases to be
exempt, the requirements of this part apply
to any balances on the account. The creditor,
however, is not required to comply with the
requirements of this part with respect to the
period of time during which the account was
exempt. For example, if an open-end credit
account ceases to be exempt, the creditor
must within a reasonable period of time
provide the disclosures required by § 1026.6
reflecting the current terms of the account
and begin to provide periodic statements
consistent with § 1026.7. However, the
creditor is not required to disclose fees or
charges imposed while the account was
exempt. Furthermore, if the creditor provided
disclosures consistent with the requirements
of this part while the account was exempt,
it is not required to provide disclosures
required by § 1026.6 reflecting the current
terms of the account. See also comment 3(b)—
6.

iii. Subsequent changes when exemption is
based on initial extension of credit. If a
creditor makes an initial extension of credit
that exceeds the threshold amount in effect
at that time, the open-end account remains
exempt under § 1026.3(b) regardless of a
subsequent increase in the threshold amount,
including an increase pursuant to
§1026.3(b)(1)(ii) as a result of an increase in
the CPI-W. Furthermore, in these
circumstances, the account remains exempt
even if there are no further extensions of
credit, subsequent extensions of credit do not

exceed the threshold amount, the account
balance is subsequently reduced below the
threshold amount (such as through
repayment of the extension), or the credit
limit for the account is subsequently reduced
below the threshold amount. However, if the
initial extension of credit on an account does
not exceed the threshold amount in effect at
the time of the extension, the account is not
exempt under § 1026.3(b) even if a
subsequent extension exceeds the threshold
amount or if the account balance later
exceeds the threshold amount (for example,
due to the subsequent accrual of interest).

iv. Subsequent changes when exemption is
based on firm commitment.

A. General. If a creditor makes a firm
written commitment at account opening to
extend a total amount of credit that exceeds
the threshold amount in effect at that time,
the open-end account remains exempt under
§1026.3(b) regardless of a subsequent
increase in the threshold amount pursuant to
§1026.3(b)(1)(ii) as a result of an increase in
the CPI-W. However, see comment 3(b)-8
with respect to the increase in the threshold
amount from $25,000 to $50,000. If an open-
end account is exempt under § 1026.3(b)
based on a firm commitment to extend credit,
the account remains exempt even if the
amount of credit actually extended does not
exceed the threshold amount. In contrast, if
the firm commitment does not exceed the
threshold amount at account opening, the
account is not exempt under § 1026.3(b) even
if the account balance later exceeds the
threshold amount. In addition, if a creditor
reduces a firm commitment, the account
ceases to be exempt unless the reduced firm
commitment exceeds the threshold amount
in effect at the time of the reduction. For
example:

1. Assume that, at account opening in year
one, the threshold amount in effect is
$50,000 and the account is exempt under
§1026.3(b) based on the creditor’s firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit. If
during year one the creditor reduces its firm
commitment to $53,000, the account remains
exempt under § 1026.3(b). However, if during
year one the creditor reduces its firm
commitment to $40,000, the account is no
longer exempt under § 1026.3(b).

2. Assume that, at account opening in year
one, the threshold amount in effect is
$50,000 and the account is exempt under
§1026.3(b) based on the creditor’s firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit. If
the threshold amount is $56,000 on January
1 of year six as a result of increases in the
CPI-W, the account remains exempt.
However, if the creditor reduces its firm
commitment to $54,000 on July 1 of year six,
the account ceases to be exempt under
§1026.3(b).

B. Initial extension of credit. If an open-end
account qualifies for a § 1026.3(b) exemption
at account opening based on a firm
commitment, that account may also
subsequently qualify for a § 1026.3(b)
exemption based on an initial extension of
credit. However, that initial extension must
be a single advance in excess of the threshold
amount in effect at the time the extension is
made. In addition, the account must continue
to qualify for an exemption based on the firm

commitment until the initial extension of
credit is made. For example:

1. Assume that, at account opening in year
one, the threshold amount in effect is
$50,000 and the account is exempt under
§1026.3(b) based on the creditor’s firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit. The
account is not used for an extension of credit
during year one. On January 1 of year two,
the threshold amount is increased to $51,000
pursuant to § 1026.3(b)(1)(ii) as a result of an
increase in the CPI-W. On July 1 of year two,
the consumer uses the account for an initial
extension of $52,000. As a result of this
extension of credit, the account remains
exempt under § 1026.3(b) even if, after July
1 of year two, the creditor reduces the firm
commitment to $51,000 or less.

2. Same facts as in paragraph 4.iv.B.1 of
this section except that the consumer uses
the account for an initial extension of
$30,000 on July 1 of year two and for an
extension of $22,000 on July 15 of year two.
In these circumstances, the account is not
exempt under § 1026.3(b) based on the
$30,000 initial extension of credit because
that extension did not exceed the applicable
threshold amount ($51,000), although the
account remains exempt based on the firm
commitment to extend $55,000 in credit.

3. Same facts as in paragraph 4.iv.B.1 of
this section except that, on April 1 of year
two, the creditor reduces the firm
commitment to $50,000, which is below the
$51,000 threshold then in effect. Because the
account ceases to qualify for a § 1026.3(b)
exemption on April 1 of year two, the
account does not qualify for a § 1026.3(b)
exemption based on a $52,000 initial
extension of credit on July 1 of year two.

5. Closed-end credit.

i. Qualifying for exemption. A closed-end
loan is exempt under § 1026.3(b) (unless the
extension of credit is secured by real
property, or by personal property used or
expected to be used as the consumer’s
principal dwelling; or is a private education
loan as defined in § 1026.46(b)(5)), if either
of the following conditions is met:

A. The creditor makes an extension of
credit at consummation that exceeds the
threshold amount in effect at the time of
consummation. In these circumstances, the
loan remains exempt under § 1026.3(b) even
if the amount owed is subsequently reduced
below the threshold amount (such as through
repayment of the loan).

B. The creditor makes a commitment at
consummation to extend a total amount of
credit in excess of the threshold amount in
effect at the time of consummation. In these
circumstances, the loan remains exempt
under §1026.3(b) even if the total amount of
credit extended does not exceed the
threshold amount.

ii. Subsequent changes. If a creditor makes
a closed-end extension of credit or
commitment to extend closed-end credit that
exceeds the threshold amount in effect at the
time of consummation, the closed-end loan
remains exempt under § 1026.3(b) regardless
of a subsequent increase in the threshold
amount. However, a closed-end loan is not
exempt under § 1026.3(b) merely because it
is used to satisfy and replace an existing
exempt loan, unless the new extension of
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credit is itself exempt under the applicable
threshold amount. For example, assume a
closed-end loan that qualified for a
§1026.3(b) exemption at consummation in
year one is refinanced in year ten and that
the new loan amount is less than the
threshold amount in effect in year ten. In
these circumstances, the creditor must
comply with all of the applicable
requirements of this part with respect to the
year ten transaction if the original loan is
satisfied and replaced by the new loan,
which is not exempt under § 1026.3(b). See
also comment 3(b)-6.

6. Addition of a security interest in real
property or a dwelling after account opening
or consummation.

i. Open-end credit. For open-end accounts,
if after account opening a security interest is
taken in real property, or in personal
property used or expected to be used as the
consumer’s principal dwelling, a previously
exempt account ceases to be exempt under
§ 1026.3(b) and the creditor must begin to
comply with all of the applicable
requirements of this part within a reasonable
period of time. See comment 3(b)—4.ii. If a
security interest is taken in the consumer’s
principal dwelling, the creditor must also
give the consumer the right to rescind the
security interest consistent with § 1026.15.

ii. Closed-end credit. For closed-end loans,
if after consummation a security interest is
taken in real property, or in personal
property used or expected to be used as the
consumer’s principal dwelling, an exempt
loan remains exempt under § 1026.3(b).
However, the addition of a security interest
in the consumer’s principal dwelling is a
transaction for purposes of § 1026.23, and the
creditor must give the consumer the right to
rescind the security interest consistent with
that section. See § 1026.23(a)(1) and its
commentary. In contrast, if a closed-end loan
that is exempt under § 1026.3(b) is satisfied
and replaced by a loan that is secured by real
property, or by personal property used or
expected to be used as the consumer’s
principal dwelling, the new loan is not
exempt under § 1026.3(b), and the creditor
must comply with all of the applicable
requirements of this part. See comment 3(b)-
5.

7. Application to extensions secured by
mobile homes. Because a mobile home can be
a dwelling under § 1026.2(a)(19), the
exemption in § 1026.3(b) does not apply to a
credit extension secured by a mobile home
that is used or expected to be used as the
principal dwelling of the consumer. See
comment 3(b)-6.

8. Transition rule for open-end accounts
exempt prior to July 21, 2011. Section
1026.3(b)(2) applies only to open-end
accounts opened prior to July 21, 2011.
Section 1026.3(b)(2) does not apply if a
security interest is taken by the creditor in
real property, or in personal property used or
expected to be used as the consumer’s
principal dwelling. If, on July 20, 2011, an
open-end account is exempt under
§1026.3(b) based on a firm commitment to
extend credit in excess of $25,000, the
account remains exempt under § 1026.3(b)(2)
until December 31, 2011 (unless the firm
commitment is reduced to $25,000 or less).

If the firm commitment is increased on or
before December 31, 2011, to an amount in
excess of $50,000, the account remains
exempt under § 1026.3(b)(1) regardless of
subsequent increases in the threshold
amount as a result of increases in the CPI-
W. If the firm commitment is not increased
on or before December 31, 2011, to an
amount in excess of $50,000, the account
ceases to be exempt under § 1026.3(b) based
on a firm commitment to extend credit. For
example:

i. Assume that, on July 20, 2011, the
account is exempt under § 1026.3(b) based on
the creditor’s firm commitment to extend
$30,000 in credit. On November 1, 2011, the
creditor increases the firm commitment on
the account to $55,000. In these
circumstances, the account remains exempt
under § 1026.3(b)(1) regardless of subsequent
increases in the threshold amount as a result
of increases in the CPI-W.

ii. Same facts as paragraph 8.i of this
section except, on November 1, 2011, the
creditor increases the firm commitment on
the account to $40,000. In these
circumstances, the account ceases to be
exempt under § 1026.3(b)(2) after December
31, 2011, and the creditor must begin to
comply with the applicable requirements of
this part.

* * * * *

By order of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System, acting through the
Secretary of the Board under delegated
authority.

Benjamin W. McDonough,
Deputy Secretary of the Board.
Brian Shearer,

Assistant Director, Office of Policy Planning
and Strategy, Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau.

[FR Doc. 2024-23275 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P; 4810-AM-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71

[Docket No. FAA-2023-2513; Airspace
Docket No. 23-AGL—26]

RIN 2120-AA66

Amendment of Jet Route J-211 and
Revocation of VOR Federal Airway V-
41; Youngstown, OH

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule, delay of effective
date.

SUMMARY: This action delays the
effective date of a final rule published
in the Federal Register on August 19,
2024, corrected September 30, 2024,
amending Jet Route J-211 and revoking
Very High Frequency Omnidirectional
Range (VOR) Federal Airway V—41. The

FAA is delaying the effective date to
allow sufficient time for completing the
update of all the Instrument Approach
Procedures (IAP) into Pittsburgh
International Airport that are affected by
the revocation of V—-41.

DATES: The effective date of the final
rule published on August 19, 2024 (89
FR 66987) and corrected on September
30, 2024 (89 FR 79429) is delayed from
October 31, 2024, to December 26, 2024.
The Director of the Federal Register
approved this incorporation by
reference action under 1 CFR part 51,
subject to the annual revision of FAA
Order JO 7400.11 and publication of
conforming amendments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Colby Abbott, Rules and Regulations
Group, Office of Policy, Federal
Aviation Administration, 600
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20597; telephone: (202) 267-8783.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The FAA published a final rule in the
Federal Register for Docket No. FAA-
2023-2513 (89 FR 66987, August 19,
2024, and correction (89 FR 79429;
September 30, 2024), amending Jet
Route J-211 and revoking VOR Federal
Airway V—41 due to the planned
decommissioning of the VOR portion of
the Youngstown, OH, VOR/Tactical Air
Navigation (VORTAC) navigational aid
(NAVAID). The effective date for that
final rule is October 31, 2024. After the
final rule was published, the FAA
determined that the required update
actions to all the IAPs into Pittsburgh
International Airport would not be
completed in time to meet the original
planned decommissioning date.
Therefore, the current IAPs need to
remain in place, to include VOR Federal
Airway V—41 which is a transition on
the JESEY Four Arrival into Pittsburgh
International Airport, until the next
chart date.

The FAA expects the required
updates for all the IAPs into Pittsburgh
International Airport to be completed by
December 26, 2024; therefore, the rule
amending Jet Route J-211 and revoking
VOR Federal Airway V—41 is delayed to
coincide with that date.

Jet Routes are published in paragraph
2004 and VOR Federal Airways are
published in paragraph 6010(a) of FAA
Order JO 7400.11, Airspace
Designations and Reporting Points,
which is incorporated by reference in 14
CFR 71.1 on an annual basis. This
document amends the current version of
that order, FAA Order JO 7400.11],
dated July 31, 2024, and effective
September 15, 2024. FAA Order JO
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7400.11] is publicly available online at
www.faa.gov/air traffic/publications/.
You may also contact the Rules and
Regulations Group, Office of Policy,
Federal Aviation Administration, 600
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20597; telephone: (202) 267-8783.
FAA Order JO 7400.11] lists Class A,
B, C, D, and E airspace areas, air traffic
service routes, and reporting points.

Good Cause for No Notice and
Comment

Section 553(b)(3)(B) of Title 5, United
States Code, (the Administrative
Procedure Act) authorizes agencies to
dispense with notice and comment
procedures for rules when the agency
for “good cause” finds that those
procedures are ‘“‘impracticable,
unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest.” Under this section, an agency,
upon finding good cause, may issue a
final rule without seeking comment
prior to the rulemaking. The FAA finds
that prior notice and public comment to
this final rule is unnecessary due to the
brief length of the extension of the
effective date and the fact that there is
no substantive change to the rule.

Delay of Effective Date

m Accordingly, pursuant to the authority
delegated to me, the effective date of the
final rule for Airspace Docket 23—AGL~
26, as published in the Federal Register
on August 19, 2024 (89 FR 66987), FR
Doc. 2024-18431, and corrected on
September 30, 2024 (89 FR 79429), FR
Doc. 2024-22253, is hereby delayed
until December 26, 2024.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g); 40103,

40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR,
1959-1963 Comp., P. 389.

Issued in Washington, DC, on October 8,
2024.
Brian Eric Konie,

Acting Manager, Rules and Regulations
Group.

[FR Doc. 2024-23612 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

ACTION: Final rule; correction.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Part 820
[Docket No. FDA-2021-N-0507]
RIN 0910-AH99

Medical Devices; Quality System
Regulation Amendments; Correction

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
correcting a final rule that appeared in
the Federal Register on February 2,
2024. In that final rule, FDA amended
the device current good manufacturing
practice (CGMP) requirements of the
Quality System (QS) regulation to
harmonize and modernize the device
CGMP. FDA is correcting an editorial
error that inadvertently omitted a
definition in the codified of the final
rule. This action is editorial in nature
and is intended to ensure the accuracy
and clarity of the Agency’s regulations.

DATES: Effective February 2, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Laurie Sternberg, Center for Devices and
Radiological Health, Food and Drug
Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Bldg. 66, Rm. 5517, Silver Spring,
MD 20993-0002, 240—402—-0425.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In the
Federal Register of February 2, 2024 (89
FR 7496), FDA published a final rule
that amended the device CGMPs
requirements in 21 CFR part 820. The
preamble indicated that the definition
for “batch” or “lot”’ was set forth at
§820.3 (21 CFR 820.3) but the definition
for “batch” or “lot” was inadvertently
omitted from the codified portion of
§820.3 in the final rule. FDA is,
therefore, correcting the codified for
§820.3 to include the definition of
“batch” or “lot” as was intended and to
be consistent with the preamble of the
final rule.

In FR Doc. 2024—-01709 appearing on
page 7524 in the Federal Register of
Friday, February 2, 2024 (89 FR 7496),
the following correction is made:

§820.3 [Corrected]

m 1. On page 7524, in amendment
number 4, in the first column, in
paragraph (a) of § 820.3, the definition
for “Batch or lot” is added in
alphabetical order to read as follows:

“Batch or lot means one or more
components or finished devices that
consist of a single type, model, class,
size, composition, or software version
that are manufactured under essentially
the same conditions and that are
intended to have uniform characteristics
and quality within specified limits.”

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Kimberlee Trzeciak,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Legislation,
and International Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2024-23701 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 117

[Docket No. USCG-2024-0845]

RIN 1625-AA09

Drawbridge Operation Regulation;

Wappinger Creek, New Hamburg, New
York

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is removing
the existing drawbridge operation
regulation for the Metro-North
Commuter Railroad Bridge, mile 0.0
across the Wappinger Creek at New
Hamburg, New York. In 1991, the
Metro-North Railroad Bridge was
allowed to no longer be maintained as
a movable structure and in 2004, the
bridge was converted to a fixed bridge.
The operating regulation is no longer
applicable or necessary.

DATES: This rule is effective October 15,
2024.

ADDRESSES: To view documents
mentioned in this preamble as being
available in the docket, go to https://
www.regulations.gov. Type the docket
number (USCG—-2024—-0845) in the
“SEARCH” box and click “SEARCH”. In
the Document Type column, select
“Supporting & Related Material.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this rule, call or
email Ms. Judy Leung-Yee, Project
Officer, First Coast Guard District,
telephone 212-514-4336, email
Judy.K.Leung-Yee@uscg.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Table of Abbreviations [Delete/Add
Any Abbreviations Not Used/Used in
This Document]

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

DHS Department of Homeland Security
FR Federal Register

Pub. L. Public Law

§ Section

U.S.C. United States Code

II. Background Information and
Regulatory History

The Coast Guard is issuing this final
rule without prior notice and
opportunity to comment pursuant to
authority under section 4(a) of the
Administrative Procedure Act (APA) (5
U.S.C. 553(b)). This provision
authorizes an agency to issue a rule
without prior notice and opportunity to
comment when the agency for good
cause finds that those procedures are
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“impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary
to the public interest.” Under 5 U.S.C.
553(b), the Coast Guard finds that good
cause exists for not publishing a notice
of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) with
respect to this rule because it is
unnecessary. The Metro-North Railroad
Bridge at mile 0.0 across the Wappinger
Creek was converted to a fixed bridge in
2004. Therefore, the regulation in
§117.823 is no longer applicable and
will be removed.

Under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the Coast
Guard finds that good cause exists for
making this rule effective in less than 30
days after publication in the Federal
Register. The bridge has been a fixed
bridge for 20 years and this rule merely
removes a regulatory requirement that is
no longer applicable or necessary. The
modification of the bridge has already
taken place and the removal of the
regulation will not affect mariners
currently operating on this waterway.
Therefore, a delayed effective date is
unnecessary.

III. Legal Authority and Need for Rule

The Coast Guard is issuing this rule
under the authority in Public Law 102—
241 and 33 U.S.C. 499.

Section 36 of the Coast Guard
Authorization Act of 1991 (Pub. L. 102—
241) determined that the Metro-North
Railroad Bridge at mile 0.0 across the
Wappinger Creek provided for the
reasonable needs of navigation in the
closed to navigation position. As such,
Public Law 102-241 declared that the
bridge need not be maintained as a
movable structure and in 2004 was
converted to a fixed bridge The
governing regulation for this drawbridge
was never removed subsequent to the
completion of the fixed bridge that
replaced it. The elimination of this
drawbridge necessitates the removal of
the drawbridge operation regulation in
§ 117.813 that pertains to the former
drawbridge.

IV. Discussion of Final Rule

The Coast Guard is removing and
reserving the regulation in §117.813
related to the draw operations for this
bridge because it is no longer a
drawbridge. The Metro-North Railroad
Bridge has been replaced with a fixed
bridge. This change does not affect
waterway or land traffic.

V. Regulatory Analyses

We developed this rule after
considering numerous statutes and
Executive Orders related to rulemaking.
Below we summarize our analyses
based on a number of these statutes and
Executive Orders.

A. Regulatory Planning and Review

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess the costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits.
This rule has not been designated a
“‘significant regulatory action,” under
section 3(f) of Executive Order 12866, as
amended by Executive Order 14094
(Modernizing Regulatory Review).
Accordingly, it has not been reviewed
by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB).

This regulatory action determination
is based on the fact that under Public
Law 102-241 SEC 36 the vertical
clearance of the bridge in the closed to
navigation position was sufficient for
waterway traffic. Since the bridge no
longer needed to open, it does not be
maintained as a movable structure. The
bridge owner converted the bridge to a
fixed bridge and no longer operates as
a drawbridge. The removal of the
operating schedule from 33 CFR part
117, subpart B will have no effect on the
movement of waterway or land traffic.

B. Impact on Small Entities

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980
(RFA), 5 U.S.C. 601-612, as amended,
requires federal agencies to consider the
potential impact of regulations on small
entities during rulemaking. The term
“small entities” comprises small
businesses, not-for-profit organizations
that are independently owned and
operated and are not dominant in their
fields, and governmental jurisdictions
with populations of less than 50,000.
The Coast Guard certifies under 5 U.S.C.
605(b) that this rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

While some owners or operators of
vessels intending to transit the bridge
may be small entities, for the reasons
stated in section V.A above this final
rule would not have a significant
economic impact on any vessel owner
or operator.

Under section 213(a) of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104-121),
we want to assist small entities in
understanding this rule. If the rule
would affect your small business,
organization, or governmental
jurisdiction and you have questions
concerning its provisions or options for
compliance, please contact the person
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section.

Small businesses may send comments
on the actions of Federal employees
who enforce, or otherwise determine

compliance with, Federal regulations to
the Small Business and Agriculture
Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman
and the Regional Small Business
Regulatory Fairness Boards. The
Ombudsman evaluates these actions
annually and rates each agency’s
responsiveness to small business. If you
wish to comment on actions by
employees of the Coast Guard, call 1-
888—REG—FAIR (1-888-734—-3247). The
Coast Guard will not retaliate against
small entities that question or complain
about this rule or any policy or action
of the Coast Guard.

C. Collection of Information

This rule calls for no new collection
of information under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520).

D. Federalism and Indian Tribal
Government

A rule has implications for federalism
under Executive Order 13132,
Federalism, if it has a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. We have
analyzed this rule under that Order and
have determined that it is consistent
with the fundamental federalism
principles and preemption requirements
described in Executive Order 13132.

Also, this rule does not have Tribal
implications under Executive Order
13175, Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments,
because it does not have a substantial
direct effect on one or more Indian
tribes, on the relationship between the
Federal Government and Indian tribes,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes.

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531-1538) requires
Federal agencies to assess the effects of
their discretionary regulatory actions. In
particular, the Act addresses actions
that may result in the expenditure by a
State, local, or Tribal government, in the
aggregate, or by the private sector of
$100,000,000 (adjusted for inflation) or
more in any one year. Though this rule
will not result in such an expenditure,
we do discuss the effects of this rule
elsewhere in this preamble.

F. Environment

We have analyzed this rule under
Department of Homeland Security
Management Directive 023—-01, Rev.1,
associated implementing instructions,



Federal Register/Vol. 89, No. 199/ Tuesday, October 15, 2024 /Rules and Regulations

82947

and Environmental Planning Policy
COMDTINST 5090.1 (series) which
guide the Coast Guard in complying
with the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA)(42 U.S.C. 4321—
4370f). The Coast Guard has determined
that this action is one of a category of
actions that do not individually or
cumulatively have a significant effect on
the human environment. This rule
promulgates the operating regulations or
procedures for drawbridges and is
categorically excluded from further
review, under paragraph L49, of

Appendix A, Table 1 of DHS
Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01,
Rev. 1.

Neither a Record of Environmental
Consideration nor a Memorandum for
the Record are required for this rule.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 117

Bridges.
For the reasons discussed in the

preamble, the Coast Guard amends 33
CFR part 117 as follows:

PART 117—DRAWBRIDGE
OPERATION REGULATIONS

m 1. The authority citation for part 117
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 499; 33 CFR 1.05-1;
Department of Homeland Security Delegation
No. 00170.1. Revision No. 01.3

§117.813 [Removed and Reserved]
m 2. Remove and reserve § 117.813.

M.E. Platt,

Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, Commander,
First Coast Guard District.

[FR Doc. 2024-23769 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
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issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

POSTAL SERVICE
39 CFR Part 111

Dual Shipping Labels Discontinued

AGENCY: Postal Service™,
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Postal Service is
proposing to amend Mailing Standards
of the United States Postal Service,
Domestic Mail Manual (DMM®) to
discontinue the use of dual shipping

labels.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Mail or deliver written
comments to the manager, Product
Classification, U.S. Postal Service, 475
L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 4446,
Washington, DC 20260-5015. If sending
comments by email, include the name
and address of the commenter and send
to PCFederalRegister@usps.gov, with a
subject line of “Dual Shipping Labels”.
Faxed comments are not accepted.

You may inspect and photocopy all
written comments, by appointment
only, at USPS® Headquarters Library,
475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, 11th Floor
North, Washington, DC 20260. These
records are available for review on
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m.,
by calling 202-268-2906.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Catherine Knox at (202) 268-5636 or
Garry Rodriguez at (202) 268-7281.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: All
submitted comments and attachments
are part of the public record and subject
to disclosure. Do not enclose any
material in your comments that you
consider to be confidential or
inappropriate for public disclosure.

Background

On January 21, 2018, the Postal
Service revised the DMM to provide
information regarding the use of dual
shipping labels based on feedback that
some of our industry shipping partners
had adopted the practice of using
shipping labels which included both the

USPS® and their own address formats to
address their items.

Proposal

The Postal Service has reviewed the
practice of using dual shipping labels
and has found that this practice no
longer serves the interests of the Postal
Service. As a result, the Postal Service
is proposing to discontinue the use of
dual shipping labels. Items bearing dual
shipping labels should not be accepted
and may be returned to the sender.

The Postal Service is proposing to
implement this change effective January
1, 2025.

Although exempt from the notice and
comment requirements of the
Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C.
553(b), (c)) regarding proposed
rulemaking by 39 U.S.C. 410(a), the
Postal Service invites public comment
on the proposed revisions to Mailing
Standards of the United States Postal
Service, Domestic Mail Manual (DMM),
incorporated by reference in the Code of
Federal Regulations.

We will publish an appropriate
amendment to 39 CFR part 111 to reflect
these changes.

List of Subjects in 39 CFR Part 111

Administrative practice and
procedure, Postal Service.

Accordingly, the Postal Service
proposes the following changes to
Mailing Standards of the United States
Postal Service, Domestic Mail Manual
(DMM), incorporated by reference in the
Code of Federal Regulations (see 39 CFR
111.1):

PART 111—[AMENDED]

m 1. The authority citation for 39 CFR
part 111 continues to read as follows:
Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552(a); 13 U.S.C. 301—
307; 18 U.S.C. 1692-1737; 39 U.S.C. 101,
401-404, 414, 416, 3001-3018, 3201-3220,
3401-3406, 3621, 3622, 3626, 3629, 3631—
3633, 3641, 3681-3685, and 5001.
m 2. Revise the Mailing Standards of the
United States Postal Service, Domestic
Mail Manual (DMM) as follows:

Mailing Standards of the United States
Postal Service, Domestic Mail Manual
(DMM)

* * * * *

600 Basic Standards for All Mailing
Services

* * * * *

602 Addressing

* * * * *

10.0 Dual Shipping Labels

[Revise the text of 10.0 to read as
follows:]

Mailers must not use dual shipping
labels. Items bearing dual shipping
labels should not be accepted and may
be returned to the sender.

* * * * *

Christopher Doyle,

Attorney, Ethics and Legal Compliance.
[FR Doc. 2024-23823 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R08-OAR-2023-0587; FRL-11571-
01-R8]

Revisions to the Federal
Implementation Plan for the Billings/
Laurel, Montana, Sulfur Dioxide Area

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is proposing to revise a
Federal Implementation Plan (FIP)
applicable to sulfur dioxide (SO,)
emissions from several sources located
in Billings and Laurel, Montana.
Specifically, the EPA is proposing to
revise a portion of the FIP promulgated
by the EPA in 2008 (2008 Billings/
Laurel SO, FIP) by removing a provision
which contained an affirmative defense
for exceedances of flare emission limits
during malfunctions, startups, and
shutdowns. The EPA is proposing this
action pursuant to the Clean Air Act
(CAA).

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before December 16,
2024. Public hearing: If anyone contacts
us requesting a public hearing on or
before October 30, 2024, we will hold a
hearing. Additional information about
the hearing, if requested, will be
published in a subsequent Federal
Register document. Contact Adam Clark
at clark.adam®@epa.gov, to request a
hearing or to determine if a hearing will

be held.


mailto:PCFederalRegister@usps.gov
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ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R08-
OAR-2023-0587, to the Federal
Rulemaking Portal: https://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.
Once submitted, comments cannot be
edited or removed from https://
www.regulations.gov. The EPA may
publish any comment received to its
public docket. Do not submit
electronically any information you
consider to be Confidential Business
Information (CBI) or other information
whose disclosure is restricted by statute.
Multimedia submissions (audio, video,
etc.) must be accompanied by a written
comment. The written comment is
considered the official comment and
should include discussion of all points
you wish to make. The EPA will
generally not consider comments or
comment contents located outside of the
primary submission (i.e., on the web,
cloud, or other file sharing system). For
additional submission methods, please
contact the person identified in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.
For the full EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI or multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
https://www2.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets.

Docket: All documents in the docket
are listed in the https://
www.regulations.gov index. Although
listed in the index, some information is
not publicly available, e.g., CBI or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Certain other
material, such as copyrighted material,
will be publicly available only in hard
copy. Publicly available docket
materials are available electronically in
https://www.regulations.gov. Please
email or call the person listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section if
you need to make alternative
arrangements for access to the docket.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Adam Clark, Air and Radiation
Division, EPA, Region 8, Mail code
8ARD-IO, 1595 Wynkoop Street,
Denver, Colorado 80202-1129,
telephone number: (303) 312-7104,
email address: clark.adam@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document wherever
“we,” “us,” or “our” is used, we mean
the EPA.

Table of Contents

1. What action is the EPA proposing?
II. Background
A. Billings/Laurel SO, Area History
B. Billings/Laurel SO, FIP
C. Affirmative Defense Provision Policy
History

II. The EPA’s Proposed Action
IV. Environmental Justice Considerations
V. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews

I. What action is the EPA proposing?

The EPA is proposing to revise the
portion of the 2008 Billings/Laurel SO,
FIP found at 40 CFR 52.1392(i), titled
“Affirmative defense provisions for
exceedances of flare emission limits
during malfunctions, startups, and
shutdowns.” This includes proposed
withdrawal of all of the subsections
under 40 CFR 52.1392(i), including
§52.1392(i)(1) and subsections therein,
and §52.1392(i)(2) and (3). The
rationale for this proposed action is
described in the following sections.

II. Background
A. Billings/Laurel SO, Area History

On March 3, 1978 (43 FR 8962), the
Laurel, Montana area was designated as
nonattainment for the 1971 primary SO,
national ambient air quality standards
(NAAQS). See 40 CFR 81.327. The
nonattainment area consists of an area
with a two-kilometer radius around the
CHS Laurel Refinery. This designation
was based on monitored and modeled
violations of the NAAQS. The EPA
reaffirmed this nonattainment
designation on September 11, 1978 (43
FR 40412). The 1990 CAA
Amendments, enacted November 15,
1990, again reaffirmed the
nonattainment designation of Laurel
with respect to the 1971 primary SO,
NAAQS. Since the Laurel
nonattainment area had a fully
approved CAA title I part D plan, the
State was not required to submit a
revised plan for the area under the 1990
Amendments (see sections 191 and 192
of the CAA).

On March 3, 1978 (43 FR 8962), those
areas in the State that were meeting the
1971 SO, NAAQS were designated as
“Better Than National Standards.” The
Billings area was in the portion of the
State that was designated as ‘“‘Better
Than National Standards.”

The CAA requires States to submit to
the EPA a plan, termed a State
Implementation Plan (SIP), to assure
that the NAAQS are attained and
maintained. Air quality modeling
completed in 1991 and 1993 for the
Billings/Laurel area predicted that the
SO, NAAQS were not being attained,
including outside of the existing
nonattainment area and in Billings. As

1 As stated in the proposed FIP, “Laurel is located
within the Yellowstone Valley approximately 15
miles southwest of Billings. . . . Although Laurel
and Billings are 15 miles apart, the industries in
Billings have some impact on the air quality in
Laurel and the industry in Laurel has some impact

a result, the EPA (pursuant to sections
110(a)(2)(H) and 110(k)(5) of the CAA)
sent a letter to the Governor of Montana,
dated March 4, 1993,2 finding the SIP
was substantially inadequate to attain or
maintain the NAAQS (known as a “SIP
Call”’) and requested the State of
Montana revise its previously approved
SIP for the Billings/Laurel area. In the
request letter, we declared that the SIP
Call would become final agency action
when we made a final determination
regarding the State of Montana’s
response to the SIP Call. In response,
the State submitted revisions to the SIP
on September 6, 1995, August 27, 1996,
April 2, 1997, July 29, 1998, and May

4, 2000. We made a final determination
regarding the SIP Call when we partially
and limitedly approved and partially
and limitedly disapproved the Billings/
Laurel SO, SIP revisions submitted by
the State in response to the request
letter (67 FR 22168, 22173, May 2,
2002). On May 22, 2003 (68 FR 27908),3
we partially approved and partially
disapproved provisions of the Billings/
Laurel SO, SIP. Montana Sulfur and
Chemical Company filed a petition for
review challenging the EPA’s 2002
partial SIP disapproval. That petition
was held in abeyance pending the EPA’s
promulgation of a FIP to remedy the
disapproved portions of the Billings/
Laurel SO, SIP.

B. Billings/Laurel SO, FIP

On April 21, 2008, the EPA
promulgated a FIP applicable to several
sources located in Billings and Laurel,
Montana, hereon referred to as the
“2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP” (73 FR
21418). The EPA promulgated the 2008
Billings/Laurel SO, FIP because of our
previous partial and limited
disapprovals of the Billings/Laurel SO,
SIP. The intended effect of this action
was to assure attainment of the 1971
SO, NAAQS in the Billings/Laurel,
Montana area. The 2008 Billings/Laurel
SO, FIP did not replace the SIP entirely,
but instead replaced elements of, or
filled gaps in, the disapproved portion
of the SIP. Montana Sulfur and
Chemical Company filed a petition for
review challenging the EPA’s 2008 FIP,
at which point the previous litigation
challenging the 2002 SIP disapproval
was reactivated. The court ultimately
issued a single ruling affirming the

on the air quality in Billings.” 79 FR 39260-39261,
July 12, 2006.

2EPA published this letter in the Federal Register
on August 4, 1993 (58 FR 41430).

3 See also June 2, 2003, correction document (68
FR 32799).
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EPA’s action on the SIP Call, 2002 SIP
disapproval, and FIP.4

The 2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP,
which remains in place today, contains
emission limits and compliance
determining methods for four sources
located in Billings and Laurel, Montana.
Three of the sources are petroleum
refineries: CHS Inc. Laurel Refinery,
Phillips 66 Billings Refinery (including
the Jupiter Sulfur facility), and
ExxonMobil Billings Refinery (now the
Par Montana Refinery). The fourth
source is Montana Sulphur and
Chemical Company, which provides
sulfur recovery for the Par Montana
Refinery. Among the major components
of the 2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP was
the establishment of flare emission
limits at all four sources (150 lbs SO,/
3-hour period at all but the Jupiter
Sulfur flare, 75 lbs SO,/3-hour period
shared limit for the Jupiter Sulfur flare
and the Jupiter Sulfur SRU/ATS stack) 5
and monitoring methods to determine
compliance with those limits. To
determine flare emissions, the 2008
Billings/Laurel SO, FIP required
concentration monitoring (which can
consist of continuous monitoring, grab
sampling, or integrated sampling) and
continuous flow monitoring. The 2008
Billings/Laurel SO, FIP also included an
affirmative defense to civil penalties for
violations of the flare limits that occur
during startup, shutdown, and
malfunction (SSM) periods.

These affirmative defense provisions
for the flare limits, which the EPA
finalized into the 2008 Billings/Laurel
SO, FIP at 40 CFR 52.1392(i), are the
portions of the 2008 Billings/Laurel SO,
FIP we are proposing to remove from
the 2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP with
this action. Below, we provide further
detail on the history of affirmative
defense provisions and the rationale for
our removal of these provisions in this
proposed action.

C. Affirmative Defense Provision Policy
History

On June 12, 2015, the EPA finalized
“State Implementation Plans: Response
to Petition for Rulemaking; Restatement
and Update of EPA’s SSM Policy
Applicable to SIPs; Findings of
Substantial Inadequacy; and SIP Calls to
Amend Provisions Applying to Excess
Emissions During Periods of Startup,
Shutdown and Malfunction,” hereafter
referred to as the “2015 SSM SIP
Action” (80 FR 33839). Prior to the 2015
SSM SIP Action, which is discussed

4 See Montana Sulphur and Chemical Co. v. U.S.
EPA, 666 F.3d 1174, (9th Cir. 2012).

5SRU stands for sulfur recovery unit, and ATS
stands for Ammonium Thiosulfate.

later in this section, the Agency had a
longstanding interpretation of the CAA
with respect to the treatment of excess
emissions during periods of SSM in
SIPs. This statutory interpretation had
been expressed, reiterated, and
elaborated upon in a series of guidance
documents issued in 1982, 1983, and
1999.

In the 1982 SSM Guidance, the EPA
recommended the exercise of
enforcement discretion to address
periods of excess emissions occurring
during SSM events.® Subsequently, in
the 1983 SSM Guidance, the EPA
expanded on this approach by
recommending that a State could elect
to adopt SIP provisions providing
parameters for the exercise of
enforcement discretion by the State’s
personnel.” In our 1999 SSM Guidance,
the EPA interpreted that States could
elect to create “affirmative defense”
provisions applicable to SSM events in
their SIPs.8 Also in the 1999 Guidance,
the EPA established parameters that
should be included as part of such an
affirmative defense in order to ensure
that it would be available only in certain
narrow circumstances.® In the 2008
Billings/Laurel SO, FIP, the EPA
explained that we were following our
national policy with respect to SSM
periods as expressed in the 1999 SSM
Guidance by including an affirmative
defense in our 2008 Billings/Laurel SO,
FIP. 73 FR 21434, April 21, 2008.
Specifically, we stated, “[t]o provide
relief to the sources for truly
unavoidable violations, while still
maintaining appropriate incentives for
compliance, we are providing an
affirmative defense to penalties for
violations of flare limits during
malfunctions, startups, and shutdowns.
The elements of the defense, which a
source would have to prove in court or
before an administrative judge, are
enumerated in our 2008 final rule and
are consistent with the elements

6 Memorandum to Regional Administrators,
Region I-X; From: Kathleen M. Bennett, Assistant
Administrator for Air, Noise and Radiation; Subject:
Policy on Excess Emissions During Startup,
Shutdown, Maintenance, and Malfunctions.
September 28, 1982.

7Memorandum to Regional Administrators,
Regions [-X; From: Kathleen M. Bennett, Assistant
Administrator for Air, Noise and Radiation; Subject:
Policy on Excess Emissions During Startup,
Shutdown, Maintenance, and Malfunctions.
February 15, 1983.

8 Memorandum to Regional Administrators,
Regions I-X; From: Steven A. Herman, Assistant
Administrator for Enforcement and Compliance
Assurance, and Bob Perciasepe, Assistant
Administrator for Air and Radiation; Subject: Policy
on Excess Emissions During Malfunctions, Startup,
and Shutdown. September 20, 1999.

91d.

described in our 1999 excess emissions
memorandum.” Id. at 73 FR 21432.

On February 22, 2013, the EPA
proposed to take action on a petition for
rulemaking that the Sierra Club filed
with the EPA Administrator on June 30,
2011 (78 FR 12460). In that action, the
EPA proposed to grant the Petitioner’s
claim with respect to affirmative
defenses applicable to planned events
such as startup and shutdown. This was
a change from the EPA’s interpretation
of the CAA in the 1999 SSM Guidance,
in which the EPA had interpreted that
States could elect to create such
affirmative defense provisions for
startup and shutdown events, so long as
the provisions were narrowly drawn
and consistent with the established
criteria to assure that they meet CAA
requirements. The EPA’s evaluation of
the petition and the statutory basis for
affirmative defense provisions initiated
a review of the appropriateness of
affirmative defense provisions
applicable during startup and
shutdown, which are ordinary modes of
operation that are generally predictable
and within the control of the source. As
explained in more detail in the February
22, 2013 proposal document, the EPA’s
evaluation of the Sierra Club Petition in
light of then-recent case law 1° caused
the EPA to alter its view on the
appropriateness of affirmative defenses
applicable to planned events such as
startup and shutdown. Specifically, the
EPA stated that “‘because these events
are modes of normal operation, the EPA
believes that sources should be expected
to comply with applicable emission
limitations during such events.” (Id. at
12480)

The EPA distinguished between
affirmative defense provisions for
startup and shutdown and those for
malfunctions, stating “the distinction
that makes affirmative defenses
appropriate for malfunctions is that by
definition those events are unforeseen
and could not have been avoided by the
owner or operator of the source, and the
owner or operator of the source will
have taken steps to prevent the violation
and to minimize the effects of the
violation after it occurs.” Id.

Subsequent to the EPA’s issuance of
the February 22, 2013 proposal, on
April 18, 2014, the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit ruled that CAA sections 113 and
304 preclude the EPA the authority to
create affirmative defense provisions in

10 Gourt decisions confirmed that this
requirement for continuous compliance prohibits
exemptions for excess emissions during SSM
events. See, e.g., Sierra Club v. EPA, 551 F.3d 1019,
1021 (D.C. Cir. 2008); US Magnesium, LLC v. EPA,
690 F.3d 1157, 1170 (10th Cir. 2012).
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the Agency’s own regulations imposing
emission limits on sources, because
such provisions purport to alter the
jurisdiction of federal courts to assess
liability and impose penalties for
violations of those limits in private civil
enforcement cases.1? In light of this
decision, on September 17, 2014, the
EPA issued a supplemental proposed
rulemaking which outlined our updated
policy that affirmative defense SIP
provisions, even if they are narrowly
tailored and applicable only to
malfunctions, are not consistent with
CAA requirements. Accordingly, the
EPA proposed to grant the portion of
Sierra Club’s petition with regard to
affirmative defenses in the case of
malfunctions that it had previously
proposed to deny.12 In that
supplemental proposal, the EPA stated
that the reasoning of the court in the
NRDC decision indicates that the States,
like the EPA, have no authority in SIP
provisions to alter the statutory
jurisdiction of federal courts under CAA
section 113 and 304 to assess penalties
for violations of CAA requirements
through affirmative defense provisions.
We additionally noted that if States lack
authority under the CAA to alter the
jurisdiction of the federal courts through
affirmative defense provisions in SIPs,
then the EPA also lacks authority to
approve any such provision in a SIP.13

On June 12, 2015, pursuant to CAA
section 110(k)(5), the EPA finalized the
2015 SSM SIP Action. The 2015 SSM
SIP Action clarified, restated, and
updated the EPA’s interpretation that
SSM exemption and affirmative defense
SIP provisions are inconsistent with
CAA requirements. The 2015 SSM SIP
Action found that certain SIP provisions
in 36 States were substantially
inadequate to meet CAA requirements
and issued a SIP call to those States to
submit SIP revisions to address the
inadequacies.14

The EPA issued a Memorandum in
October 2020 (2020 Memorandum),
which stated that certain provisions
governing SSM periods in SIPs,
including affirmative defense

11 See NRDC v. EPA, 749 F.3d 1055 (D.C. Cir.
2014).

12 See “‘State Implementation Plans: Response to
Petition for Rulemaking; Findings of Substantial
Inadequacy; and SIP Calls To Amend Provisions
Applying to Excess Emissions During Periods of
Startup, Shutdown and Malfunction; Supplemental
Proposal To Address Affirmative Defense
Provisions in States Included in the Petition for
Rulemaking and in Additional States.” 79 FR
55920, September 17, 2014.

131d. at 79 FR 55929.

14 The EPA established an 18-month deadline by
which the affected States had to submit such SIP
revisions. States were required to submit corrective
revisions to their SIPs in response to the SIP call
by November 22, 2016.

provisions, could be viewed as
consistent with CAA requirements.15
However, on September 30, 2021, the
EPA’s Deputy Administrator withdrew
the 2020 Memorandum and announced
the EPA’s return to the policy
articulated in the 2015 SSM SIP Action
(2021 Memorandum).16 As articulated
in the 2021 Memorandum, SIP
provisions that contain exemptions or
affirmative defense provisions are not
consistent with CAA requirements and,
therefore, generally are not approvable if
contained in a SIP submission.

On March 1, 2024, the D.C. Circuit
Court of Appeals issued a decision in
Environ. Comm. Fl. Elec. Power v. EPA,
No. 15-1239. The case is a consolidated
set of petitions for review of the 2015
SSM SIP Action. The Court granted the
petitions in part, vacating the SIP call
with respect to SIP provisions that the
EPA identified as automatic
exemptions, director’s discretion
provisions, and affirmative defenses that
are functionally exemptions; and denied
the petitions in part as to other
provisions that the EPA identified as
ambiguous provisions, overbroad
enforcement discretion provisions, or
affirmative defense provisions that
would preclude or limit a court from
imposing relief in the case of violations,
which the Court also refers to as
“specific relief.” This is juxtaposed
against the Court’s granting of the
petition as to affirmative defenses that
are functionally exemptions because
they “create an exemption from the
normal emission rule.” 17 The EPA finds
that the affirmative defense provision in
the 2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP to be
“specific relief” as interpreted by the
Court, as the provision specifically
states that an owner or operator ‘“may
assert an affirmative defense to a claim
for civil penalties for exceedances of
such limits during periods of
malfunction, startup, or shutdown,” and
“‘to establish the affirmative defense and
to be relieved of a civil penalty in any
action to enforce such a limit, the owner

15 Qctober 9, 2020 memorandum “‘Inclusion of
Provisions Governing Periods of Startup,
Shutdown, and Malfunctions in State
Implementation Plans,” from Andrew R. Wheeler,
Administrator. The 2020 Memorandum stated that
it “did not alter in any way the determinations
made in the 2015 SSM SIP Action that identified
specific state SIP provisions that were substantially
inadequate to meet the requirements of the Act.”
Accordingly, the 2020 Memorandum had no direct
impact on the SIP call issued in 2015.

16 September 30, 2021, memorandum
“Withdrawal of the October 9, 2020, Memorandum
Addressing Startup, Shutdown, and Malfunctions
in State Implementation Plans and Implementation
of the Prior Policy,” from Janet McCabe, Deputy
Administrator.

17 See Environ. Comm. FI. Elec. Power v. EPA, 94
F.4th 77, 115 (D.C. Cir. 2024).

or operator of the facility must meet the
notification requirements of paragraph
(i)(2) of this section in a timely manner
and prove by a preponderance of
evidence . . .” 18 The EPA has assessed
the impact of the decision with respect
to the removal of the specific affirmative
defense provisions at issue in the
Billings/Laurel SO, FIP. We have
concluded that the previously stated
reasons for the proposed removal of
these provisions, as articulated in the
2015 SSM SIP Action and 2021
Memorandum, are consistent with the
recent D.C. Circuit decision. The Court
upheld the EPA’s 2015 SSM SIP Action
with regard to affirmative defenses
against specific relief, finding that
because CAA 304(a) and 113(b)
authorize citizens and the EPA to seek
injunctive relief and monetary penalties
against sources that violate a SIP’s
emission rules, such an affirmative
defense would “block that aspect of the
Act’s enforcement regime.” 19

To maintain consistency with our
SSM policy regarding affirmative
defenses against specific relief, and with
the CAA’s prohibition against such
affirmative defenses, we are proposing
to find that the affirmative defense
provisions currently promulgated in the
2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP at 40 CFR
52.1392(i) are substantially inadequate
to meet CAA requirements. Therefore,
we are proposing to revise the 2008
Billings/Laurel SO, FIP by removing
these provisions.

III. The EPA’s Proposed Action

The EPA is proposing to revise the
2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP by
removing § 52.1392(i) and all of the
provisions therein, including
paragraphs § 52.1392 (i)(1)—(3). The EPA
is proposing this action in line with our
policy regarding affirmative defense
provisions against specific relief, as
described in our 2015 SSM SIP Action
and affirmed by the D.C. Circuit.

IV. Environmental Justice
Considerations

The EPA defines environmental
justice (EJ) as “the fair treatment and
meaningful involvement of all people
regardless of race, color, national origin,
or income with respect to the
development, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental laws,
regulations, and policies.” 20 The EPA
further defines the term “fair treatment”
to mean that ‘“no group of people should
bear a disproportionate burden of

18 See 40 CFR 52.1392(i)(1).

19 See Environ. Comm. Fl. Elec. Power v. EPA, 94
F.4th 77, 114-115 (D.C. Cir. 2024).

20 See https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/
learn-about-environmental-justice.
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environmental harms and risks,
including those resulting from the
negative environmental consequences of
industrial, governmental, and
commercial operations or programs and
policies.” 21 Recognizing the importance
of these considerations to local
communities, the EPA conducted an
environmental justice screening analysis
around the location of the facilities
associated with this action to evaluate
environmental and demographic
indicators for the areas impacted by this
proposed action. However, the EPA is
providing the information associated
with this analysis for informational
purposes only. The information
provided herein is not a basis of this
proposed action.

The EPA conducted the screening
analyses using EJScreen, an E] mapping
and screening tool that provides the
EPA with a nationally consistent dataset
and approach for combining various
environmental and demographic
indicators.22 The EJScreen tool presents
these indicators at a census block group
(CBG) level or a larger user-specified
“buffer” area that covers multiple
CBGs.23 An individual CBG is a cluster
of contiguous blocks within the same
census tract and generally contains
between 600 and 3,000 people. EJScreen
is not a tool for performing in-depth risk
analysis, but is instead a screening tool
that provides an initial representation of
indicators related to EJ and is subject to
uncertainty in some underlying data
(e.g., some environmental indicators are
based on monitoring data which are not
uniformly available; others are based on
self-reported data).24 For informational
purposes, we have summarized
EJScreen data within larger ‘‘buffer”
areas covering multiple block groups
and representing the average resident
within the buffer areas surrounding the
facilities. EJScreen environmental
indicators help screen for locations
where residents may experience a
higher overall pollution burden than
would be expected for a block group
with the same total population in the
U.S. These indicators of overall
pollution burden include estimates of

211d.

22The EJSCREEN tool is available at https://
www.epa.gov/ejscreen.

23 See https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/
geography/about/glossary.html.

24]n addition, EJSCREEN relies on the five-year
block group estimates from the U.S. Census
American Community Survey. The advantage of
using five-year over single-year estimates is
increased statistical reliability of the data (i.e.,
lower sampling error), particularly for small
geographic areas and population groups. For more
information, see https://www.census.gov/content/
dam/Census/library/publications/2020/acs/acs_
general _handbook 2020.pdf.

ambient particulate matter (PM, s) and
ozone concentration, a score for traffic
proximity and volume, percentage of
pre-1960 housing units (lead paint
indicator), and scores for proximity to
Superfund sites, risk management plan
(RMP) sites, and hazardous waste
facilities.25 E]JScreen also provides
information on demographic indicators,
including percent of low-income,
communities of color, linguistic
isolation, and less than high school
education.

The EPA prepared EJScreen reports
covering buffer areas of approximately
five kilometers around the four facilities
subject to the 2008 Billings/Laurel SO,
FIP. From those reports, no facilities
showed EJ indices greater than the 80th
national percentiles.26 The full, detailed
EJScreen reports are provided in the
docket for this rulemaking.

V. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

A. Executive Order 12866: Regulatory
Planning and Review and Executive
Order 14094: Modernizing Regulatory
Review

This action is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866, as
amended by Executive Order 14094, as
it is not a rule of general applicability.
This action specifically applies to 4
facilities in the State of Montana.

B. Paperwork Reduction Act

This action does not impose an
information collection burden under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA), because it revises the
reporting requirements for 4 facilities in
the State of Montana.

C. Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)

I certify that this action will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the RFA. This action will not
impose any requirements on small
entities as no small entities are subject
to the requirements of this rule.

25 For additional information on environmental
indicators and proximity scores in EJSCREEN, see
“EJSCREEN Environmental Justice Mapping and
Screening Tool: EJSCREEN Technical
Documentation,” chapter 3 and appendix C
(September 2019) at https://www.epa.gov/sites/
default/files/2021-04/documents/ejscreen_
technical _document.pdf.

26 For a place at the 80th percentile nationwide,
that means 20 percent of the U.S. population has
a higher value. The EPA identified the 80th
percentile filter as an initial starting point for
interpreting EJScreen results. The use of an initial
filter promotes consistency for the EPA’s programs
and regions when interpreting screening results.

D. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(UMRA)

This action does not contain an
unfunded mandate of $100 million or
more as described in UMRA, 2 U.S.C.
1531-1538, and does not significantly or
uniquely affect small governments. This
action imposes no enforceable duty on
any State, local, or Tribal governments
or the private sector.

E. Executive Order 13132: Federalisim

This action does not have federalism
implications. It will not have substantial
direct effects on the States, on the
relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

F. Executive Order 13175: Consultation
and Coordination With Indian Tribal
Governments

This action does not have Tribal
implications, as specified in Executive
Order 13175, because this proposed rule
would not apply on any Indian
reservation land or in any other area
where the EPA or an Indian Tribe has
demonstrated that the Tribe has
jurisdiction, and it will not impose
substantial direct costs on Tribal
governments or preempt Tribal law.
Thus, Executive Order 13175 does not
apply to this action.

G. Executive Order 13045: Protection of
Children From Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks

This action is not subject to Executive
Order 13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23,
1997). The EPA interprets Executive
Order 13045 as applying only to those
regulatory actions that concern
environmental health or safety risks that
EPA has reason to believe may
disproportionately affect children, per
the definition of “covered regulatory
action” in section 2—202 of the
Executive Order. This action is not
subject to Executive Order 13045
because it merely removes a provision
from the 2008 Billings/Laurel SO, FIP
that is inconsistent with the
requirements of the CAA.

H. Executive Order 13211: Actions
Concerning Regulations That
Significantly Affect Energy Supply,
Distribution, or Use

This action is not subject to Executive
Order 13211 (66 FR 28355 (May 22,
2001)), because it is not a significant
regulatory action under Executive Order
12866.
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I. National Technology Transfer and
Advancement Act

This rulemaking does not involve
technical standards.

J. Executive Order 12898: Federal
Actions To Address Environmental
Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations and Executive
Order 14096: Revitalizing Our Nation’s
Commitment to Environmental Justice
for All

The EPA believes that it is not
practicable to assess whether the human
health or environmental conditions that
exist prior to this action result in
disproportionate and adverse effects on
communities with environmental justice
concerns. While the EPA has identified
the sources that would be impacted by
the finalization of this proposed action,
the EPA cannot quantify the baseline
conditions and impacts the affirmative
defense provisions have had on these
sources, nor can we project potential
emissions impacts from these sources as
a result of this action. However, the EPA
finds that this proposed action is
expected to have a neutral to positive
impact on the air quality of the affected
area.

The EPA performed a screening
analysis using the EJScreen tool 27 to
evaluate environmental and
demographic indicators for the areas
impacted by this proposed action. The
results of this assessment are in the
docket for this action. The EPA is
providing this information for public
information purposes, and not as a basis
of our proposed action.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Carbon monoxide,
Greenhouse gases, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
Lead, Nitrogen dioxide, Ozone,
Particulate matter, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Sulfur
oxides, Volatile organic compounds.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Michael S. Regan,
Administrator.

For the reasons stated in the
preamble, the Environmental Protection
Agency proposes to amend 40 CFR part
52 as follows:

27 EJSCREEN is an environmental justice mapping
and screening tool that provides the EPA with a
nationally consistent dataset and approach for
combining environmental and demographic
indicators; available at https://www.epa.gov/
ejscreen/what-ejscreen.

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m 1. The authority citation for part 52
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Subpart BB—Montana

§52.1392 [Amended]

m 2.In §52.1392, remove and reserve
paragraph (i).

[FR Doc. 2024—23568 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R08-OAR-2023-0473; FRL-12257—
01-R8]

Air Plan Approval; Montana; Missoula,
Montana Oxygenated Fuels Program
Removal, Carbon Monoxide, Limited
Maintenance Plan

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is proposing to approve a
State Implementation Plan (SIP)
revision submitted by the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ or ‘““the State”), on January 30,
2024, requesting to change the status of
gasoline requirements (the “oxygenated
fuels” or “oxyfuels”” program”) in the
Missoula, Montana, Carbon Monoxide
(CO) limited maintenance plan (LMP)
area from an active control measure to

a contingency measure. The SIP revision
contains a non-interference
demonstration under the Clean Air Act
(CAA), which concludes that converting
the oxygenated gasoline program from a
control measure to a contingency
measure in the Missoula CO LMP would
not interfere with attainment or
maintenance of the CO National
Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS). The EPA is proposing to
approve Montana’s SIP submittal
pursuant to CAA.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before November 14,
2024.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R08—
OAR-2023-0473, to the Federal
Rulemaking Portal: https://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.
Once submitted, comments cannot be
edited or removed from https://

www.regulations.gov. The EPA may
publish any comment received to its
public docket. Do not submit
electronically any information you
consider to be Confidential Business
Information (CBI) or other information
whose disclosure is restricted by statute.
Multimedia submissions (audio, video,
etc.) must be accompanied by a written
comment. The written comment is
considered the official comment and
should include discussion of all points
you wish to make. The EPA will
generally not consider comments or
comment contents located outside of the
primary submission (i.e., on the web,
cloud, or other file sharing system). For
additional submission methods, please
contact the person identified in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.
For the full EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI or multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
https://www2.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets.

Docket: All documents in the docket
are listed in the https://
www.regulations.gov index. Although
listed in the index, some information is
not publicly available, e.g., CBI or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Certain other
material, such as copyrighted material,
will be publicly available only in hard
copy. Publicly available docket
materials are available electronically in
https://www.regulations.gov. Please
email or call the person listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section if
you need to make alternative
arrangements for access to the docket.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joseph Stein, Air and Radiation
Division, EPA, Region 8, Mailcode
8ARD-IO, 1595 Wynkoop Street,
Denver, Colorado 80202-1129,
telephone number: (303) 312-7078,
email address: stein.joseph@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document wherever

“we,” “us,” or “our” is used, we mean
the EPA.

I. Background

The EPA is proposing to approve a
SIP revision submitted by Montana on
January 30, 2024, requesting to change
the status of the oxyfuels program in the
Missoula CO LMP from an active
control measure to a contingency
measure. To support the request,
Montana’s January 30, 2024 SIP revision
contains technical support materials to
demonstrate that the removal of the
rules as a control measure will not
interfere with attainment or
maintenance of the CO NAAQS or with
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any other applicable requirement of the
CAA. In addition to the technical
support materials provided by Montana,
the EPA has provided supplemental
technical support documentation to
further demonstrate non-interference.?
Specifically, these SIP revisions address
State regulations amended in the
Missoula City-County Air Pollution
Control (MCCAPC) program rules,
Chapter 10: Fuels, Subchapter 1:
Oxygenated Fuels Program, rules
10.102(1), 10.105(1), 10.109(1), 10.110,
10.111, 10.111(2).

The EPA’s analysis of Montana’s
January 30, 2024 SIP revision that is the
subject of this proposed rule is
organized into two parts under section
II. of this document. Part A provides the
background, analysis, and discussion of
the non-interference demonstration for
the change in status of Montana’s
oxyfuels program from a control
measure to a contingency measure in
the federally approved Montana SIP;
Part B contains information regarding
rules submitted for revision in MCCAPC
Chapter 10: Fuels, Subchapter 1:
Oxygenated Fuels Program. The EPA is
proposing to act on the revisions listed
in this action and will act on the
additional rule revisions listed in the
January 30, 2024 SIP revision
submission in a separate action.

II. The EPA’s Evaluation

A. Removal of the Oxygenated Gasoline
Program as a Control Measure

1. Missoula, Montana Oxygenated
Gasoline Program and CO NAAQS
Maintenance

The EPA designated Missoula,
Montana, as nonattainment for CO
under the provisions of the 1977 CAA
Amendments on March 3, 1978 (43 FR
8962). Under the CAA Amendments of
1990, the Missoula area was designated
as nonattainment and classified as a
“Moderate” CO area, with a design
value of less than or equal to 12.7 parts
per million (ppm) and was required to
attain the CO NAAQS by December 31,
1995 (56 FR 56694, November 6, 1991).2
Under section 211(m) of the CAA, states
with areas designated nonattainment for
CO with certain design values were
required to submit revisions to their
SIPs and implement oxygenated
gasoline programs by no later than
November 1, 1992. As a result, the State
submitted such a revision, and the EPA

1See MEMO_Missoula MOVES TSD_CO OxyFuels
110(1).docx in docket.

2Further information regarding this classification
and the accompanying requirements are described
in the “General Preamble for the Implementation of
Title I of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.”
See 57 FR 13498, April 16, 1992.

approved an oxygenated gasoline
program for the Missoula area on
November 8, 1994 (59 FR 55585). The
oxygenated gasoline program applies
during the high CO season, which is
generally during the colder winter
months when cars tend to have higher
tailpipe CO emissions. The oxygenated
gasoline program also requires that
gasoline contain at least 2.7% oxygen by
weight during the high CO season. This
requirement is intended to ensure
complete gasoline combustion and thus
achieve a reduction in tailpipe CO
emissions. The high CO season for the
Missoula CO area was established as
November 1 through the last day of
February of each year.

The CAA established an attainment
date of December 31, 1995, for all
Moderate CO areas, including the
Missoula, Montana, area, triggering CAA
section 211(m) requirements. CAA
section 107(d)(3)(E) sets out the
requirements that an area must meet to
be redesignated from nonattainment to
attainment, including that the area must
have a fully approved maintenance plan
pursuant to section 175A of the CAA. A
maintenance plan, as defined in section
175A(a) of the CAA, is a revision to the
SIP to provide for the maintenance of
the NAAQS for the air pollutant in
question in the area concerned for at
least 10 years after the redesignation.
CAA section 175A(d) requires that such
plans include contingency provisions,
as necessary, to promptly correct any
violation of the NAAQS that occurs after
redesignation of an area; this includes
implementation of all control measures
that were contained in the SIP prior to
redesignation. While CAA section 175A
sets forth the criteria for adequate
maintenance plans,? the EPA has also
published longstanding guidance
providing clarification for states on
developing maintenance plans by
performing air quality modeling to
demonstrate that the future mix of
sources and emission rates will not
cause a violation of the NAAQS or by
showing that projected future emission
reductions of a pollutant and its
precursors will not exceed the level of
emissions during a year when the area
was in attainment of the NAAQS.4

On May 27, 2005, the Governor of
Montana submitted to the EPA a request
to redesignate the Missoula CO
nonattainment area to attainment for the
8-hour CO NAAQS. Along with this
request, the Governor submitted a CAA

3 See 42 U.S.C. 7505A(a).

4 See Memorandum from John Calcagni, Director,
Air Quality Management Division, EPA Office of
Air Quality Planning and Standards, “Procedures
for Processing requests to Redesignate Areas to
Attainment,” September 4, 1992 (Calcagni Memo).

section 175A(a) maintenance plan
which established an attainment year of
2000, and demonstrated that the area
would maintain the 8-hour CO NAAQS
through 2020. The EPA approved the
State’s redesignation request, CAA
section 175A(a) maintenance plan, and
base year emissions inventory on
August 17, 2007 (72 FR 46158).

Eight years after an area is
redesignated to attainment, CAA section
175A(b) requires the state to submit a
subsequent maintenance plan to the
EPA, covering a second 10-year period.
This second 10-year maintenance plan
must demonstrate continued
maintenance of the applicable NAAQS
during this second 10-year period. The
EPA explained in the October 6, 1995
Limited Maintenance Plan Option for
Nonclassifiable CO Nonattainment
Areas guidance memo that
nonattainment and maintenance areas
could meet CAA section 175A
requirements to demonstrate continued
maintenance by showing that an area
has a design value of less than 85
percent of the 8-hour CO standard (7.65
ppm) based on the two most recent
years of data for all CO monitors in the
maintenance area.® This streamlined
demonstration of maintenance is known
as a limited maintenance plan. To fulfill
this CAA requirement, the Governor of
Montana submitted the second 10-year
CO maintenance plan to the EPA on
September 19, 2016. In this submission,
the State utilized the EPA’s option of
using an LMP to demonstrate continued
attainment and maintenance of the
NAAQS, which was available because
the area could demonstrate design
values at or below 7.65 ppm (85% of
exceedance levels of the 8-hour CO
NAAQS) for eight consecutive quarters.®
The EPA approved the second 10-year
Montana CO LMP on February 1, 2018
(83 FR 4597).7 The second 10-year CO
LMP included the continued use of the
oxygenated gasoline program for the
Missoula area as a control measure.

2. CAA Requirements for the Removal of
the Oxygenated Gasoline Program as a
Control Measure in Missoula, Montana

As noted above, the oxyfuels program
is included as a control measure in the
State’s second 10-year CO LMP for the
Missoula area pursuant to the
requirements of CAA section 175A(d).
Montana’s January 30, 2024, SIP

5Memorandum from Joseph Paisie, Group Leader,
EPA Integrated Policy and Strategies Group, to Air
Branch Chiefs, October 6, 1995.

61d.

7 See September 14, 2017 direct final rule (DFR)
and proposal (82 FR 43180, 82 FR 43208) for
additional detail on the second, 10-year CO LMP for
Missoula, Montana, area.
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revision seeks to change the status of
Missoula’s oxygenated gasoline program
from a control measure to a contingency
measure in the Montana SIP.

Under CAA section 211(m)(6) once a
nonattainment area subsequently attains
the CO NAAQS, oxygenated gasoline
requirements may be removed as a
control measure, as long as it is: (1)
demonstrated that it is not needed for
maintaining the health-based CO
NAAQS in that area and (2) it is
retained as a contingency measure. As
relevant here, CAA section 211(m)(6)
provides: “Nothing in this subsection
shall be interpreted as requiring an
oxygenated gasoline program in an area
which is in attainment for carbon
monoxide.” Thus, the Agency
determines that a CO nonattainment
area is attaining the CO NAAQS, the
State would be allowed to submit a SIP
revision to remove the oxygenated
gasoline program as a control measure
so long as the area continues to
maintain the CO NAAQS. However, the
control measure must be retained as a
contingency measure because it is
contained in the SIP for the area before
redesignation of the area as an
attainment area.®

CAA section 110(1) requires that a
revision to the SIP not interfere with
any applicable requirement concerning
attainment and Reasonable Further
Progress (RFP) (as defined in CAA
section 171), or any other applicable
requirement of the Act. The EPA’s
criterion for determining the
approvability of Montana’s January 30,
2024, SIP revision is whether the non-
interference demonstration associated
with the removal of the oxyfuels
program for the Missoula area satisfies
CAA section 110(1).

The EPA evaluates each CAA section
110(1) non-interference demonstration
on a case-by-case basis considering the
circumstances of each SIP revision. The
degree of analysis focused on any
NAAQS in a non-interference
demonstration varies depending on the
nature of the emissions associated with
the proposed SIP revision. Regarding
the SIP revision at issue, the primary
focus of the 110(1) demonstration is the
potential increase in CO emissions that
could result from the change in status of
the oxyfuels program in the Missoula
CO LMP area from control measure to
contingency measure. The oxyfuels
program only applied in the area during
its high CO season, November 1 through
the last day of February of each year.
Effects on vehicle emissions of other
criteria pollutants or their precursors
caused by implementation of an

8 See CAA section 175A(d).

oxyfuels program are considerably less
significant and thus the EPA’s approval
of the SIP revision would not be
expected to result in interference for the
purposes of a 110(1) demonstration. The
EPA’s analysis of Montana’s January 30,
2024 SIP revision pursuant to CAA
section 110(1) is provided below.

3. EPA’s Analysis of Missoula,
Montana’s, Noninterference
Demonstration

The EPA analyzed emissions
information to determine whether
changing the oxyfuels program in the
Missoula CO LMP area from a control
measure to a contingency measure
would interfere with the attainment of
the NAAQS. An emissions-based
analysis is appropriate in these
circumstances because the proposed
revision, the removal of the Missoula
oxyfuels program, effects only carbon
monoxide emissions and leaves other
air quality variables unchanged.® As a
result, the EPA is able to conduct a
focused assessment of the specific
relationship between the limited
revision to the SIP and NAAQS
attainment.

To determine whether removal of the
Missoula oxyfuels program would
interfere with Missoula’s maintenance
of the CO NAAQS, the EPA reviewed
whether removal of the oxyfuels
program would lead to significant
increases in onroad vehicle CO
emissions over the 2010 vehicle
emissions associated with the lowest CO
ambient air design value documented in
the approved Missoula LMP. Missoula
ceased ambient CO monitoring in the
maintenance area on March 31, 2011,
due to low concentrations of CO (82 FR
43180). The latest complete design
value for CO in Missoula between 2003—
2011 was 2.2 ppm, significantly below
the NAAQS of 9 ppm. The 2.2 ppm
design value is also significantly below
the 7.65 ppm threshold for eligibility for
a CO limited maintenance plan.

The EPA evaluated CO emissions
estimates from onroad mobile sources,
the primary source of CO in the
Missoula area, using estimates drawn
from two different models. The
estimated 2010 winter weekday onroad
mobile source CO emissions using the
MOVES3 model is 23.55 tons per day
and the estimated 2010 winter weekday
onroad mobile source CO emissions
using the older MOVES2014 model is
30.21 tons per day. The emission
estimates provided by the State of
Montana in its 2016 LMP request, as
approved by the EPA, and as found in

9 See Ctr. for Biological Diversity v. United States
EPA, 75 F.4th 174, 180-181 (3rd Cir. 2024).

Missoula’s supporting documentation
for the 110(1) demonstration are
included in the docket for this proposed
action. Emission estimates created by
the EPA with the newer MOVES3
model, using data provided by Missoula
and the State of Montana, are also
provided in the docket for this action.

The difference in modeled emissions
between the MOVES2014 and MOVES3
analyses of the 2010 emissions
inventory input data is notable for
reasons described in our Technical
Support Document (TSD) for this action.
The lower MOVES3 estimate of 2010
mobile source CO emissions is believed
to be attributable to improvements in
the accuracy of the model’s vehicle
activity assumptions and emission rates
with each subsequent model release
version. Since SIP revisions are required
to be based on the latest modeling
assumptions available at the time of the
revision, we will hereinafter only rely
on the MOVES3 estimates of 2010
onroad mobile source CO emissions in
our analysis of Missoula’s non-
interference demonstration. MOVES3
was the latest model version available at
the time Missoula was drafting the final
110(1) demonstration associated with
this proposed action.

Missoula also provided winter
weekday onroad mobile source
MOVES3 CO emissions estimates for the
years 2019, 2030 and 2040. Emission
estimates for these years, with and
without the oxyfuels program in place,
are provided in the TSD for this action,
with the 2010 emissions estimate
provided for reference and comparison.

The monitored ambient level of CO in
the attainment area in 2010 (the last
time period with ambient air monitoring
data available) was well below the CO
NAAQS and modeled CO emissions are
projected to be trending downward
during the 2019 to 2040 time period
even without an active oxyfuels
program. The EPA finds that the
removal of the program will cause only
a transitory, insignificant increase in CO
emissions and that removal of the
program will not impact the area’s
ability to maintain the NAAQS.

Additionally, it does not appear likely
that the ambient air concentration of CO
in the Missoula LMP could exceed the
85% of the NAAQS qualification
threshold for an LMP area. The 2010
emissions inventory available in the
second ten-year LMP identified on-road
mobile source CO emissions as 71% of
all designated area emissions of CO. The
EPA’s revision of estimated 2010
emissions using MOVES3 lowers the
mobile source contribution to total CO
emissions to around 65%. In both cases,
onroad mobile sources can be
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considered the major driver of ambient
air CO concentrations observed in 2010.
However, even in a conservative,
hypothetical case where onroad mobile
sources generate 100% of the CO
emissions and all contributions to the
last observed CO concentration value,
the small increase in CO emissions
resulting from the removal of the
oxyfuels program is not projected to
endanger maintenance of the NAAQS.
The EPA review of the most recently
certified 2021-2022 CO design values
throughout the 50 states shows a
maximum valid design value of 4.2
ppm.10 This is reflective of a significant
downward trend in CO values
throughout the country in recent
decades as more stringent vehicle
standards and new emission control
technologies have greatly decreased the
levels of CO.1* Highway vehicle
emissions of CO have decreased by over
40% nationwide over the last decade
while there has been a national increase
in vehicle miles travelled of nearly 8%
over the same period.!213

Based on this information and
analysis, the EPA concludes that
removal of the oxygenated fuels
program from a control measure to a
contingency measure in the Missoula,
MT, CO LMP will not interfere with the
NAAQS. Thus, the EPA proposes to
approve the conversion of the
oxygenated gasoline program from a
control measure to a contingency
measure in the Missoula, MT, CO LMP.

B. Rules Submitted for Revision

Montana’s January 30, 2024, SIP
submission includes proposed rule
revisions in the MCCAPC program, in
Chapter 10: Fuels, Subchapter 1:
Oxygenated Fuels Program, specifically:

Rule 10.102(1): Revised to correct a
clerical error.

Rule 10.105(1): Revised to correct a
spelling error.

Rule 10.109(1): Revised to remove the
requirement to annually sample 20% of
all regulated gasoline storage tanks and
gasoline blending facilities for the
oxyfuel program.

Rule 10.110: Added to specify that the
oxygenated fuels program ceases when

10 See https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/air-quality-
design-values.

11 See https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/carbon-
monoxide-trends.

127J.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Air
Emissions Inventories, Air Pollutant Emissions
Trends Data, National Tier 1 CAPS Trends,
available at https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-
inventories/air-pollutant-emissions-trends-data as
of Sept. 20, 2023.

137U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal
Highway Administration, Highway Statistics
(Washington, DC: Annual Issues), table VM-202,
available at https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy
information/statistics.cfim as of Aug. 4, 2023.

authorization to end the program is
received by the county.

Rule 10.111: Revision to renumber the
rule.

Rule 10.111(2): Added to update the
federally required contingency
measures.

The EPA is proposing to act on the
revisions listed in this action and will
act on the additional rule revisions
listed in the January 30, 2024, SIP
revision submission in a separate action.

III. Environmental Justice
Considerations

This is a proposed action to change
the status of the oxyfuels requirement in
the Missoula CO LMP from an active
control measure to a contingency
measure. Information on CO and its
relationship to negative health impacts
can be found at 36 FR 8186, April 30,
1971. We expect that this action will
have neutral environmental and health
impacts on all populations in Missoula,
Montana, including people of color and
low-income populations. At a
minimum, this action would not worsen
existing air quality and is expected to
ensure the area is meeting requirements
to attain and/or maintain NAAQS.
Further, there is no information in the
record indicating that this action is
expected to have disproportionately
high or adverse human health or
environmental effects on a particular
group of people.

IV. Proposed Action

For the reasons explained above, the
EPA is proposing to approve Montana’s
January 30, 2024 SIP revisions seeking
to revise various air quality rules and to
remove the oxygenated gasoline
program from Montana’s SIP. The EPA
has the authority to approve removal of
a state’s oxygenated gasoline program as
specified in CAA section 211(m)(6) and
has determined that the criteria of CAA
section 211(m)(6) have been satisfied.
The EPA is proposing to agree with
Montana’s technical demonstration that
removal of the program from the SIP
will not interfere with continued
attainment or maintenance of any
applicable NAAQS or with any other
applicable requirement of the CAA, and
that the requirements of CAA section
110(1) have been satisfied. Specifically,
the EPA is proposing to revise the
MCCAPC oxyfuels program rules,
Chapter 10: Fuels, Subchapter 1:
Oxygenated Fuels Program, rules
10.102(1), 10.105(1), 10.109(1), 10.110,
10.111, 10.111(2) as submitted in the
Montana January 30, 2024, submission.

V. Incorporation by Reference

In this document, the EPA is
proposing to include regulatory text in
an EPA final rule that includes
incorporation by reference. In
accordance with requirements of 1 CFR
51.5, the EPA is proposing to
incorporate by reference the MCCAPC
oxyfuels program rules, Chapter 10:
Fuels, Subchapter 1: Oxygenated Fuels
Program, rules 10.102(1), 10.105(1),
10.109(1), 10.110, 10.111, 10.111(2)
described in sections II. and IV. of this
preamble. The EPA has made, and will
continue to make, these materials
generally available through https://
www.regulations.gov and at the EPA
Region 8 Office (please contact the
person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section of this
preamble for more information).

VI. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Under the CAA, the Administrator is
required to approve a SIP submission
that complies with the provisions of the
Act and applicable Federal regulations.
42 U.S.C. 7410(k); 40 CFR 52.02(a).
Thus, in reviewing SIP submissions, the
EPA’s role is to approve state choices,
provided that they meet the criteria of
the CAA. Accordingly, this action
merely proposes to approve state law as
meeting Federal requirements and does
not impose additional requirements
beyond those imposed by state law. For
that reason, this action:

e Is not a “significant regulatory
action”” subject to review by the Office
of Management and Budget under
Executive Orders 12866 (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993) and 13563 (76 FR 3821,
January 21, 2011).

¢ Does not impose an information
collection burden under the provisions
of the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.);

e Is certified as not having a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.).

¢ Does not contain any unfunded
mandate or significantly or uniquely
affect small governments, as described
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (Pub. L. 104-4);

¢ Does not have federalism
implications as specified in Executive
Order 13132 (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999);

¢ Is not an economically significant
regulatory action based on health or
safety risks subject to Executive Order
13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997);

¢ Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to Executive Order 13211 (66 FR
28355, May 22, 2001);


https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/air-pollutant-emissions-trends-data
https://www.epa.gov/air-emissions-inventories/air-pollutant-emissions-trends-data
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics.cfm
https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/air-quality-design-values
https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/air-quality-design-values
https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/carbon-monoxide-trends
https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/carbon-monoxide-trends
https://www.regulations.gov
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e Is not subject to requirements of
section 12(d) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement
Act of 1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note) because
application of those requirements would
be inconsistent with the CAA; and

In addition, the SIP is not approved
to apply on any Indian reservation land
or in any other area where EPA or an
Indian Tribe has demonstrated that a
Tribe has jurisdiction. In those areas of
Indian country, the proposed rule does
not have Tribal implications and will
not impose substantial direct costs on
Tribal governments or preempt Tribal
law as specified by Executive Order
13175 (65 FR 67249, November 9, 2000).

Executive Order 12898 (Federal
Actions To Address Environmental
Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations, 59 FR 7629,
Feb. 16, 1994) directs Federal agencies
to identify and address
“disproportionately high and adverse
human health or environmental effects”
of their actions on minority populations
and low-income populations to the
greatest extent practicable and
permitted by law. EPA defines
environmental justice (EJ) as “‘the fair
treatment and meaningful involvement
of all people regardless of race, color,
national origin, or income with respect
to the development, implementation,
and enforcement of environmental laws,
regulations, and policies.” EPA further
defines the term fair treatment to mean
that “no group of people should bear a
disproportionate burden of
environmental harms and risks,
including those resulting from the
negative environmental consequences of
industrial, governmental, and
commercial operations or programs and
policies.” The Montana Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) did not
evaluate EJ considerations as part of its
SIP submittal; the CAA and applicable
implementing regulations neither
prohibit nor require such an evaluation.
EPA did not perform an EJ analysis and
did not consider EJ in this action. Due
to the nature of the action being taken
here, this action is expected to have
neutral impacts on the air quality of the
affected area. Consideration of EJ is not
required as part of this action, and there
is no information in the record
inconsistent with the stated goal of E.O.
12898 of achieving EJ for people of
color, low-income populations, and
Indigenous peoples.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Carbon monoxide,
Greenhouse gases, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
Lead, Nitrogen dioxide, Ozone,

Particulate matter, Reporting and

recordkeeping requirements, Sulfur

oxides, Volatile organic compounds.
Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: September 19, 2024.
KC Becker,
Regional Administrator, Region 8.
[FR Doc. 2024-23589 Filed 10~11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Office of the Secretary
49 CFR Part 40

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration

49 CFR Part 199

[Docket DOT-OST-2022-0027]
RIN 2105-AF01

Electronic Signatures, Forms and
Storage for Drug and Alcohol Testing
Records

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary,
Department of Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: The Department of
Transportation (DOT or Department)
proposes to amend its regulations for
conducting workplace drug and alcohol
testing for the federally regulated
transportation industry to allow, but not
require, electronic signatures on
documents required to be created and
utilized under the regulations, the use of
electronic versions of forms, and the
electronic storage of forms and data. The
regulatory changes would apply to DOT-
regulated employers and their
contractors (“‘service agents”) who
administer their DOT-regulated drug
and alcohol testing programs. Currently,
employers and their service agents must
use, sign and store paper documents
exclusively, unless the employer is
utilizing a laboratory’s electronic
Federal Drug Testing Custody and
Control Form (electronic CCF) system
that has been approved by the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS). DOT is required by
statute to amend its regulations to
authorize, to the extent practicable, the
use of electronic signatures or digital
signatures executed to electronic forms
instead of traditional handwritten
signatures executed on paper forms.
This rulemaking also responds to an
April 2, 2020, petition for rulemaking
from DISA Global Solutions, Inc.

(DISA), requesting that DOT regulations
be amended to allow the use of an
electronic version of the alcohol testing
form (ATF) for DOT-authorized alcohol
testing. The proposed regulatory
amendments are expected to provide
additional flexibility and reduced costs
for the industry while maintaining the
integrity and confidentiality
requirements of the drug and alcohol
testing regulations. In addition, DOT
proposes to amend the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration (PHMSA) regulation for
conformity and to make other
miscellaneous technical changes and
corrections.

DATES: Comments on this NPRM must
be received on or before December 16,
2024.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Docket Number DOT—
0OST-2022-0027 using any of the
following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/
DOT-OST-2022-0027/document. Follow
the online instructions for submitting
comments.

e Mail: Docket Management Facility,
U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, West Building,
Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery or Courier: West
Building, Ground Floor, Room W12—
140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m. ET, Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. To be sure someone is
there to help you, please call (202) 366—
9317 or (202) 366—9826 before visiting
Dockets Operations.

e Fax:202-493-2251.

To avoid duplication, please use only
one of these methods. See the ““Public
Participation and Request for
Comments” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
instructions on submitting comments,
including collection of information
comments for the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget (OMB).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mike Huntley, Office of Drug and
Alcohol Policy and Compliance, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590; telephone number 202-366—
3784; ODAPCwebmail@dot.gov. If you
have questions on viewing or submitting
material to the docket, contact Docket
Services, telephone (202) 366—9826.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
NPRM is organized as follows:

I. Executive Summary

II. Public Participation and Request for
Comments


https://www.regulations.gov/docket/DOT-OST-2022-0027/document
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/DOT-OST-2022-0027/document
mailto:ODAPCwebmail@dot.gov
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A. Submitting Comments
B. Viewing Comments and Documents
C. Privacy Act
I1I. Legal Basis for the Rulemaking
IV. Background
V. Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANPRM) Overview
VI. Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) Rulemaking on
Electronic Documents and Signatures
VII. Amending Part 40 To Permit Electronic
Documents and Signatures
VIIL Electronic ATF
IX. Section-by-Section Analysis
X. Regulatory Analyses and Notices

I. Executive Summary

Purpose and Summary of the Major
Provisions

This proposed rule would establish
parity between paper and electronic
documents and signatures and expand
businesses’ and individuals’ ability to
use electronic methods to comply with
the Department’s drug and alcohol
testing regulation, 49 CFR part 40,
“Procedures for Transportation
Workplace Drug and Alcohol Testing
Programs” (part 40). Businesses and
individuals subject to part 40 would
continue to have the choice to use paper
documents and traditional “wet”
signatures. This proposed rule would
also modify references to recordkeeping
and reporting methods throughout part
40 to make them technologically
neutral.

This proposed rulemaking responds
to a statutory mandate set forth in
section 8108 of the Fighting Opioid
Abuse in Transportation Act, part of the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act, Public Law 115-271 (see 49 U.S.C.
322 note). The proposed rulemaking
would take action consistent with the
Government Paperwork Elimination Act
(GPEA) (division C, title XVII, secs.
1701-1710, Pub. L. 105-277) and the
Electronic Signatures in Global and
National Commerce Act (E-SIGN) (Pub.
L. 106—229) with regard to DOT’s part
40 regulations.

II. Public Participation and Request for
Comments

A. Submitting Comments

If you submit a comment, please
include the docket number for this
NPRM (Docket No. DOT-OST-2022—
0027), indicate the specific section of
this document to which each comment
applies, and provide a reason for each
suggestion or recommendation. You
may submit your comments and
material online or by fax, mail, or hand
delivery, but please use only one of
these means. The Office of the Secretary
(OST) recommends that you include
your name and a mailing address, an

email address, or a phone number in a
cover letter or an email so that OST can
contact you if there are questions
regarding your submission.

To submit your comment online, go to
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/
DOT-OST-2022-0027/document, click
on this NPRM, click “Comment,” and
type your comment into the text box on
the following screen.

If you submit your comments by mail
or hand delivery, submit them in an
unbound format, no larger than 82 by
11 inches, suitable for copying and
electronic filing. If you submit
comments by mail and would like to
know that they reached the facility,
please enclose a stamped, self-addressed
postcard or envelope.

OST will consider all comments and
material received during the comment
period in determining how to proceed
with any final rule.

B. Viewing Comments and Documents

To view comments, as well as any
documents mentioned in this preamble
as available in the docket, go to https://
www.regulations.gov. Insert the docket
number, DOT-0ST-2022-0027, in the
keyword box, and click ““Search.” Next,
click the “Open Docket Folder” button
and choose the document to review. If
you do not have access to the internet,
you may view the docket online by
visiting the Docket Management Facility
in Room W12-140 on the ground floor
of the DOT West Building, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590-0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
ET, Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. To be sure someone is
there to help you, please call (202) 366—
9317 or (202) 366—9826 before visiting
the Docket Management Facility.

C. Privacy Act

In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 553(c),
DOT solicits comments from the public
to better inform its rulemaking process.
DOT posts these comments, without
edit, including any personal information
the commenter provides, to
www.regulations.gov, as described in
the system of records notice (DOT/ALL—~
14 FDMS), which can be reviewed at
https://www.transportation.gov/
individuals/privacy/privacy-act-system-
records-notices under the heading of
“Department-Wide System of Records
Notices”.

III. Legal Basis for the Rulemaking

This rulemaking is promulgated
under the authority enacted in the
Omnibus Transportation Employee
Testing Act of 1991 (OTETA) (Pub. L.
102-143, tit. V, 105 Stat. 952) and
codified at 49 U.S.C. 45102 (aviation),

49 U.S.C. 20140 (rail), 49 U.S.C. 31306
(motor carrier), and 49 U.S.C. 5331
(public transportation), as well as the
Department’s authority in 49 U.S.C. 322
and the PHMSA authorities specified in
the proposed regulatory text for this
action.

According to Public Law 115-271, the
Secretary of Transportation is required
to “issue a final rule revising part 40 of
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, to
authorize, to the extent practicable, the
use of electronic signatures or digital
signatures executed to electronic forms
instead of traditional handwritten
signatures executed on paper forms.”
(49 U.S.C. 322 note) The statute set the
deadline for this action as not later than
18 months after HHS establishes a
deadline for a certified laboratory to
request approval for fully electronic
CCFs (Id.) On April 7, 2022, HHS set
that deadline as August 31, 2023 (87 FR
20528). HHS has extended the deadline
to August 31, 2026, to enable sufficient
time for all HHS-certified laboratories to
identify and contract with an electronic
CCF supplier or to develop an electronic
CCF. The deadline for DOT’s regulatory
amendments would therefore be
February 29, 2028.

There are two additional Federal
statutes relevant to the implementation
of electronic document and signature
requirements.

The Government Paperwork
Elimination Act (GPEA), codified at 44
U.S.C. 3504 note,* was enacted to
improve customer service and
governmental efficiency through the use
of information technology. The GPEA
defines an electronic signature as a
method of signing an electronic
communication that: (a) identifies and
authenticates a particular person as the
source of the electronic communication;
and (b) indicates such person’s approval
of the information contained in the
electronic communication. Id. It also
requires OMB to ensure Federal
agencies provide for: (a) the option of
maintaining, submitting; or disclosing
information electronically, when
practicable; and (b) the use and
acceptance of electronic signatures
when practicable. The GPEA states that
electronic records submitted pursuant to
procedures developed under title XVII
for the submission of records to Federal
agencies and electronic signatures used
in accordance with those procedures
shall not be denied legal effect, validity,
or enforceability merely because they
are in electronic form. Id.

1Division C, title XVII (sec. 1701-1710) of Public
Law 105-277, 112 Stat. 2681-749, enacted on
October 21, 1998.
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The Electronic Signatures in Global
and National Commerce Act (E-SIGN),
codified at 15 U.S.C. 7001-7031,2 was
designed to promote the use of
electronic contract formation,
signatures, and recordkeeping in private
commerce by establishing legal
equivalence between traditional paper-
based methods and electronic methods.
The E-SIGN Act allows the use of
electronic records to satisfy any statute,
regulation, or rule of law requiring that
such information be provided in writing
if the consumer has affirmatively
consented to such use and has not
withdrawn consent. Specifically, the
statute establishes the legal equivalence
of the following types of documents
with respect to any transaction in or
affecting interstate or foreign commerce,
whether in traditional paper or
electronic form: (a) contracts, (b)
signatures, and (c) other records (15
U.S.C. 7001(a)(1)).

IV. Background

The Department’s drug and alcohol
testing regulations were promulgated at
a time when the ability to sign and
retain official records electronically—
now commonplace in many business
segments—was not available. Over the
course of several years, we have adopted
measures that have reduced the paper
documentation associated with the drug
and alcohol testing program without
compromising the integrity and
confidentiality requirements of the
program. In 2003, we standardized the
form for employers to report their
Management Information System (MIS)
aggregate drug and alcohol testing data,
as well as the specific data collected.?
When creating a ONE-DOT MIS Form,
we then authorized employers to submit
a single standardized form via a web
portal. In 2015, we issued a final rule to
allow employers, collectors,
laboratories, and medical review officers
(MROs) to use the electronic version of
the Federal Drug Testing CCF in the
DOT-regulated drug testing program.+
That final rule also incorporated into
the regulations the requirement to
establish adequate confidentiality and
security measures to ensure that
confidential employee records are not
available to unauthorized persons when
using the electronic CCF. We also
included language protecting the
physical security of records, access
controls, and computer security
measures to safeguard confidential data

2Public Law 106—229, 114 Stat. 464, enacted on
June 30, 2000.

368 FR 43946 Uuly 25, 2003).

480 FR 19551 (Apr. 13, 2015).

in electronic form when using the
electronic CCF.

Consistent with the statutory mandate
in 49 U.S.C. 322 note, we propose
amendments to part 40 to permit the use
of electronic signatures, forms, and
records storage for drug and alcohol
testing records throughout the
regulation, including the use of an
electronic ATF for DOT-authorized
alcohol testing. We emphasize that
electronic signatures, forms, and records
would not be required; we would
continue to allow paper, or hard-copy
use with traditional “wet signatures.”

These proposed amendments would
establish parity between paper and
electronic collection and submission of
information required under our
regulations (and remain compatible
with applicable OMB guidance on
implementing electronic signatures 5) by
allowing further use of electronic means
and methods to comply with part 40
requirements. Many employers and
their service agents have already
instituted the use of electronic
signatures, forms, and records storage
for the non-DOT regulated testing that
they conduct. DOT supports this
transition to a paperless system and is
committed to ensuring that the
movement to a partially or fully
electronic part 40 is done to maximize
program efficiencies and reduce costs,
while maintaining the integrity and
confidentiality requirements of the
program.

Electronic documents would have a
high degree of forensic defensibility as
long as any changes made to the
document are in the document’s
electronic footprint, which shows when
the document or signature, as
applicable, was created; when, and if,
changes were made; who made the
changes; and when, as applicable, a
document was transmitted to and
received by the receiving entity. The use
of electronic forms and signatures in
part 40 would help DOT-regulated
employers and their service agents
improve their workflow efficiency
through faster turnaround times for
required documents. Cost savings would
result through reduced printing and
delivery/shipping costs, and expedited
transmission of information allowing for
more timely decisions. We believe this
proposed rule, if adopted, would also
mitigate the longstanding problems (e.g.,
delays in processing times of test
results, cancelling of test results, etc.)

5 https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2017/11/2000-M-00-15-OMB-Guidance-on-
Implementing-the-Electronic-Signatures-in-Global-
and-National-Commerce-Act.pdf.

associated with illegible and lost copies
of paper documents.

V. Advance Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (ANPRM) Overview

On August 5, 2022, we published an
ANPRM requesting public comment on
how part 40 could be amended, as
required by the statute, to allow
electronic signatures, forms, and
recordkeeping (87 FR 47951). We
requested information from DOT-
regulated employers and their service
agents regarding if and how they are
already handling electronic signatures,
records transmission, and records
storage in their non-DOT testing
programs. In addition, we requested
comments and information on
appropriate performance standards, and
on whether particular methods or
performance standards have been
successful or unsuccessful. We also
asked a number of general questions on
the potential advantages, risks,
ramifications, and required safeguards
associated with the use of electronic
signatures, forms, and records in the
DOT drug and alcohol testing program.
We asked questions about specific
sections of part 40 that we anticipated
would be affected by prospective
changes to implement electronic
signatures, forms, and records. Finally,
we asked a number of questions
regarding the use of an electronic ATF
for DOT-regulated alcohol tests.

We received 72 comments in response
to the ANPRM, including comments
from individuals, testing laboratories,
MROs, and MRO organizations,
substance abuse professionals (SAP) and
SAP organizations, and various
associations representing DOT-regulated
transportation workers subject to
mandatory drug and alcohol testing
under part 40.

A few individuals expressed
opposition to the adoption of electronic
signatures, forms, and recordkeeping,
citing concerns about the need for the
rulemaking, risk to personal information
from hackers or mismanaged electronic
processes and procedures, and misuse
of electronic forms and signatures. To
meet our statutory mandate and in
consideration of concerns about
safeguarding personal information and
appropriate use of the information in
developing the NPRM, DOT proposes to
require security measures for electronic
forms and signatures used under part 40
that are the same as those currently in
place for the electronic CCF specified in
49 CFR 40.40(c)(5).

Most commenters were supportive of
changes to amend part 40 that would
permit, but not require, the use of
electronic signatures, forms, and
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recordkeeping. Commenters supporting
revisions to part 40 noted that electronic
signatures, forms, and recordkeeping are
used in virtually every industry today—
including but not limited to the
banking, insurance, medical, and legal
industries. Commenters supported the
use of performance standards instead of
technology-specific standards to ensure
that, once established, standards do not
become obsolete given the rapidly
evolving nature of information
technology standards and practices.
Commenters stated that allowing
electronic signatures, forms, and
recordkeeping would make the drug
testing process much more efficient and
would result in cost savings.
Commenters also stated that it would be
safer to store records electronically
since records could be backed-up,
secured, and protected from tampering
and unauthorized access and use.

VI. Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) Rulemaking
on Electronic Documents and
Signatures

In developing this NPRM, we looked
to a rule promulgated by DOT’s FMCSA
that permits the use of electronic
methods to generate, certify, sign,
maintain, or exchange records so long as
the documents accurately reflect the
required information and can be used
for their intended purpose. (83 FR
16210, Apr. 16, 2018) The rule applies
to documents that FMCSA requires
entities or individuals to retain. FMCSA
permits, but does not require, anyone to
satisfy FMCSA requirements by using
electronic methods to generate,
maintain, or exchange documents. The
substance of the document must
otherwise comply with applicable
Federal laws and FMCSA rules. FMCSA
also permits, but does not require,
anyone required to sign or certify a
document to do so using electronic
signatures, defined, as in the GPEA, as
a method of signing an electronic
communication that: (1) identifies and
authenticates a particular person as the
source of the electronic communication;
and (2) indicates such person’s approval
of the information contained in the
electronic communication. FMCSA
allows for the use any available
technology for electronic signatures, so
long as the signature otherwise complies
with FMCSA'’s requirements.

FMCSA adopted broad performance
standards for electronic documents and
signatures—as specified in GPEA and
E-SIGN—rather than detailed,
technology specific standards that
would likely become obsolete with
inevitable changes in information
technology standards and practices.

FMCSA’s April 2018 rule has been in
effect for more than five years, and the
definitions and requirements
established in that rule have stood the
test of time despite the many changes
that have occurred with respect to
electronic documents and signatures.
We are unaware of any FMCSA-
regulated entities that have reported
issues to FMCSA regarding the use of
electronic documents or signatures to
meet the requirements of the FMCSRs
since the rule became effective in 2018.

VII. Amending Part 40 To Permit
Electronic Documents and Signatures

In this NPRM, we propose to permit
but not require electronic documents,
signatures, and recordkeeping in part
40. Additionally, we propose a
performance standard approach as
opposed to establishing technology-
specific standards. Where it is possible
to do so, establishing the same or
substantively similar regulatory
requirements for common issues across
DOT modal agencies—such as the use of
electronic documents and signatures—
helps the Department maintain a
consistent regulatory approach for those
common issues.

There are currently more than 60
references to the term “written” in part
40, and more than 20 additional
references to the term “in writing.” We
propose to add a definition of “written
or in writing” in part 40, to eliminate
any distinction between paper and
electronic documentation and establish
technological neutrality throughout the
entirety of part 40.

FMCSA'’s rule does not apply to
documents that individuals or entities
are required to file directly with
FMCSA. In its April 2018 final rule,
FMCSA explained that while industry
could use electronic signatures and
submit information directly to the
FMCSA in certain situations,® adapting
all FMCSA systems to allow for use of
electronic signatures and submissions
would significantly delay the
implementation of the rule for use by
third parties as it would require FMCSA
to develop and implement technology
systems to allow for direct submission
to FMCSA from regulated parties.
FMCSA noted that development of such
systems could take several years, and
therefore saw no reason to make private
parties’ use of electronic signatures and

6 As an example, Certified Medical Examiners
may use electronic signatures, if they choose to do
s0, to sign medical forms, certificates, and a new
driver medication report. If FMCSA requests these
forms, they are uploaded in portable document
format (PDF) to the Medical Examiner’s account
associated with the National Registry of Certified
Medical Examiners for FMCSA to access.

records retention contingent upon
FMCSA’s ability to receive submissions
electronically because doing so would
delay potential benefits to be gained by
third parties.

In contrast to FMCSA’s regulations,
part 40 does not require entities or
individuals to submit documents
directly to the Department except for
MIS aggregate drug and alcohol testing
data that employers subject to DOT or
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) drug and
alcohol testing regulations must submit
annually. Each of the various
documents required and used as part of
the DOT drug and alcohol testing
program under part 40 (e.g., employee
drug and alcohol testing records, MRO
reports and records, SAP reports and
records) are documents that are created
by, exchanged between, and maintained
by a person or entity involved in the
testing process—but are not required to
be submitted directly to DOT.

As noted earlier, and specifically with
respect to the required MIS data, we
standardized the form for employers to
report their aggregate drug and alcohol
testing data, as well as the specific data
collected, more than 20 years ago. At
that time, we authorized employers to
submit the ONE-DOT MIS form via a
web portal. Today, the Federal Aviation
Administration, FMCSA, Federal
Railroad Administration, and Federal
Transit Administration permit
employers to submit that same drug and
alcohol testing data via the internet, and
PHMSA requires that the data be
submitted electronically. If employers
submit the data electronically via the
internet, they are not required to submit
a hard copy. DOT recommends that
employers have a copy of their data
available (either hard copy or in
electronic format) in the event an
auditor or inspector requests a copy.

From the above, and because the only
documents that part 40 requires to be
submitted directly to the Department are
already permitted to be, and in some
cases required to be, submitted
electronically, there is no need for us to
limit the applicability of our proposal as
FMCSA did in its 2018 final rule.

Several commenters noted that they
already use electronic signatures and
documents for their non-DOT drug and
alcohol testing program, and in some
cases, have done so for many years. In
doing so, these commenters have had to
establish appropriate confidentiality
and security measures to ensure that
confidential employee records cannot be
accessed by unauthorized persons,
including protecting the physical
security of records, access controls, and
computer security measures to
safeguard confidential data in electronic
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form. The same general requirements
were added to the current §40.40(c)(5)
when we approved the use of the
electronic CCF for use in DOT drug
testing in 2015,7 and we propose the
same requirements in this NPRM for the
use of electronic signatures, documents,
and recordkeeping throughout the
entirety of part 40.

Ensuring that confidential employee
records are not available to
unauthorized persons is an important
element of part 40’s protections for
employees that are subject to DOT’s
drug and alcohol testing rules. We
believe that the failure of a service agent
to provide or maintain a secure/
confidential electronic system should
constitute the basis for the Department
to start a public interest exclusion (PIE)
proceeding, and propose to add this to
the list of examples provided in
§40.365(h).

Throughout part 40, information and
documents are required to be
transmitted and/or communicated
between service agents (e.g., collectors,
screening test technicians (STTs) and
breath alcohol technicians (BATSs),
laboratories, MROs, SAPs, and
consortium/third party administrators
(C/TPAs)), employers, and employees).
Although part 40 does not currently
require the party receiving these
communications and/or documents to
affirmatively confirm receipt of such
from the sender, in some instances,
regardless of whether the document is
electronic or a hard copy, we believe
that it may be important for the
receiving party to verify that those
required communications and/or
documents were received.

For example, under § 40.25, an
employer intending to use an employee
to perform safety-sensitive functions
must, after obtaining an employee’s
written consent, request information
about the employee’s drug and alcohol
testing record from previous DOT-
regulated employers. After receiving a
copy of the employee’s written consent,
the previous employer must
immediately provide the requested
information to the employer making the
inquiry. If an employer is subsequently
investigated/audited by the appropriate
DOT mode, it may be beneficial for both
the gaining employer and the previous
employer to be able to affirmatively
demonstrate that the employee’s written
consent and previous testing record
were sent and received as required.

7The 2015 revisions amended then §40.45(c)(5),
which was redesignated as §40.40(c)(5) in the May
2023 final rule to include oral fluid testing in the
DOT drug testing program (88 FR 27596, May 2,
2023).

Sections 40.191(d) and 40.261(c)(1)
require a collector or MRO (for drug
tests) or a BAT, STT, or a physician
evaluating a “‘shy lung” situation (for
alcohol tests), respectively, to—when an
employee refuses to participate in a part
of the testing process—terminate the
testing process, document the refusal,
and immediately and directly notify the
employer’s designated employer
representative (DER) by any means that
ensures the refusal notification is
immediately received. Because this
notification of a refusal to an employer
is of an urgent nature, it may be
advisable to require the DER to
affirmatively confirm receipt of the
required notification from the collector,
MRO, BAT, STT, or physician. For
example, §§40.191(d) and 40.261(c)(1)
could be amended to read ““. . .
immediately notify the DER by any
means and ensure that the refusal
notification is immediately received”.

While we are not proposing new
requirements in this NPRM regarding
confirmation of receipt in the sections
discussed above (or in other part 40
requirements), we seek comment
regarding whether it may be beneficial
or advisable to do so, and if so, for
which specific sections of part 40.

VIII. Electronic ATF

The ATF has been in use in the DOT
alcohol testing program since 1994 (see
59 FR 7349, Feb. 15, 1994). The ATF
must be used to document every DOT
alcohol test. DOT regulations at 49 CFR
40.225 set forth the requirements for use
of the form, and 49 CFR part 40,
appendix G, contains a facsimile
(reference copy) of the form. The ATF
is a three-part carbonless manifold form
used by DOT-regulated employers to
document the testing event when testing
employees subject to DOT alcohol
testing. When the employee is tested,
both the employee and the STT and/or
the BAT will complete the ATF in
various sections. The STT/BAT
documents the result(s) by either
writing in the screening result or
attaching the screening and/or
confirmation result printed by the
evidential breath testing devices (EBT)
onto the ATF, and then sends Copy 1 to
the employer, provides Copy 2 to the
employee, and retains Copy 3 for their
records.

On April 2, 2020, DISA petitioned the
Department to amend part 40 to allow
for the use of an electronic version of
the ATF for DOT mandated alcohol
testing. In support of its petition, DISA
stated that “The requested amendment
to 49 CFR part 40 will enable a parallel
process for the documentation of DOT-
mandated alcohol tests aligned with the

similarly situated amendment
previously approved for drug testing.”
DISA believes that allowing the use of
an electronic ATF will result in several
benefits to the industry, including
“increased efficiency, security and
accuracy in documentation of DOT
alcohol tests; paperwork reduction;
improved process for conducting a DOT
alcohol test in conjunction with a DOT
drug test when an electronic version of
the federal CCF is used for the drug test;
reduction of errors and omissions in the
completion of the ATF; and improved
efficiency and efficacy in the
transmission and record retention of
alcohol test results.”

DISA noted that non-DOT workplace
breath alcohol testing has been
conducted using electronic versions of
an alcohol testing form that mirrors the
DOT ATF for more than five years.
Based on experience using those
electronic forms for non-DOT testing,
DISA cites improved efficiency and
accuracy of documentation because: (1)
employer and employee information is
entered via computer and thus not
dependent on reading and deciphering
hand-written entries, (2) date time
stamps of the testing are automated and
not subject to fluctuation or error, (3)
transmission of documentation on
completed tests is more secure using
databases accessed only via protected
password and personal identification
number (PIN) to authorized employers
or their designated agents, and (4)
transmission of test result information is
faster and more secure than existing
transmission options of scanning and
emailing attachments or facsimile.

DISA also noted that permitting use of
an electronic ATF for DOT-regulated
alcohol testing “will substantially
reduce cost, by eliminating the
requirement for the printing and
distribution of carbonless three-ply
paper ATFs. The proposed electronic
ATF option would still provide for
printed paper images to be made
available to the employee, the employer,
and the alcohol technician, [but]
eliminates the requirement for the more
expensive carbonless 3 ply paper ATF.”

For the reasons described by DISA in
its petition, and recognizing that
significant benefits and cost reductions
have resulted from use of the electronic
CCF for drug testing, we believe that it
is likewise appropriate to permit the use
of electronic ATFs in part 40 for DOT-
regulated testing. Permitting but not
requiring the use of an electronic ATF
would be consistent with our proposal
to permit, but not require, the use of
electronic documents and signatures
throughout the entirety of part 40 as
discussed above. As several commenters
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noted, the use of an electronic ATF has
been used in non-DOT testing for 5-10
years, and the same developers of the
electronic CCFs have developed the
electronic ATFs. Any electronic ATF
used under part 40 for DOT-regulated
employees would have to be identical in
form and content to the DOT ATF in
appendix I to part 40.8 Just as we
imposed general confidentiality and
security requirements when electronic
CCFs were permitted to be used under
part 40, we believe that it is necessary
to include the same general
requirements relating to the use of
electronic ATFs to ensure that
confidential employee records cannot be
accessed by unauthorized persons.

Manufacturers of EBTs and alcohol
screening devices (ASD) used in DOT
alcohol tests must obtain approval from
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and then be
listed on the Office of Drug and Alcohol
Policy and Compliance’s (ODAPC)
website before those devices may be
used in DOT alcohol testing.

IX. PHMSA Proposed Changes

PHMSA is proposing to amend
§§199.3,199.117, and 199.227 and to
add §199.4 to conform to the proposed
changes in part 40 and to clarify that the
proposed changes in part 40 apply to
part 199. These changes will help the
readers of part 199 find the applicable
regulations in part 40 with regards to
the definition of terms and record
keeping requirements. We also propose
to amend §§199.119 and 199.229 by
changing the reference of “appendix H”
to “appendix J”’ to conform to the
amendment of part 40 published on
May 2, 2023.

X. Section-by-Section Analysis

Section 40.3 What do the terms used
in this regulation mean?

We propose to add a definition of
“electronic signature.” The rule would
define an electronic signature as a
method of signing an electronic
communication that identifies and
authenticates a particular person as the
source of the electronic communication
and indicates such person’s approval of
the information contained in the
electronic communication, in
accordance with the Government
Paperwork Elimination Act (Pub. L.
105-277, title XVII, secs. 1701-1710, 44
U.S.C. 3504 note, 112 Stat. 2681-749).
Including the specific cross reference to

8 The ATF form was redesignated from appendix
G to appendix I as part of the rulemaking process
culminating in the May 2023 final rule. During that
process, the form was reviewed by the public and
DOT received no comment on the form.

GPEA would ensure that regulated
entities know that we are using GPEA’s
performance standard for allowing use
of electronic signatures.

We propose to add a definition of
‘“written or in writing.” The rule would
define written or in writing as printed,
handwritten, or typewritten either on
paper or other tangible medium, or by
any method of electronic documentation
that meets the requirements of 49 CFR
40.4. This definition would eliminate
any distinction between paper and
electronic methods of communication/
documentation.

Section 40.4 May electronic
documents and signatures be used?

We propose to add a new §40.4 that
would prescribe the requirements
pertaining to electronic documents and
signatures throughout part 40.

Paragraph (a) would specify that
§40.4 would apply to all documents
required by part 40, except for the CCF,
as an electronic CCF may only be used
when approved by HHS and in
compliance with §40.40(c)(5). As
background, before an HHS-certified
laboratory can use a Federal electronic
CCF for regulated specimens, the test
facility must submit a detailed plan and
proposed standard operating procedures
for the electronic CCF system for HHS
review and approval through the
National Laboratory Certification
Program. At the current time, several
HHS-certified laboratories have received
approval to use a combination
electronic/paper CCF, while four
laboratories have received approval to
use a fully electronic CCF. As noted
earlier, and in a separate section of the
SUPPORT Act, HHS was required to set
a deadline for certified laboratories to
request approval for use of fully
electronic CCFs. That deadline is now
August 31, 2026.

Paragraph (b) would permit, but not
require, any person or entity to use
electronic methods to comply with any
provision in part 40 that requires a
document to be signed, certified,
generated, maintained, or transmitted
between parties. It would apply to all
forms of written documentation,
including forms, records, notations, and
other documents. The substance of the
document would otherwise have to
comply with part 40 requirements. This
would establish parity between paper
and electronic documents and
signatures, greatly expanding interested
parties’ ability to use electronic methods
to comply with the requirements of part
40.

Paragraph (c) would permit, but not
require, any entity required to sign or
certify a document to do so using

electronic signatures as defined in
§40.3. The rule specifies that a person
may use any available technology so
long as the signature otherwise complies
with the requirements of part 40.

Paragraph (d) would establish the
minimum requirements for electronic
documents and signatures. Any
electronic document or signature would
be considered the legal equivalent of a
paper document or signature if it is the
functional equivalent with respect to
integrity, accuracy, and accessibility. In
other words, the electronic documents
or signatures need to accurately and
reliably reflect the information in the
record. They must remain accessible in
a form that could be accurately viewed
or reproduced according to Agency
rules. As with any documents, paper or
electronic, documents that are not
legible—for any reason—do not satisfy
the Department’s requirements.

Electronic documents are not to be
considered the legal equivalent of
traditional paper documents if they (1)
are not capable of being retained, (2) are
not used for the purpose for which they
were created, or (3) cannot be accurately
reproduced for reference by any entity
entitled to access by law, for the period
of time required by the Department’s
recordkeeping requirements.

Paragraph (d) would also require that
any electronically signed documents
must incorporate or otherwise include
evidence that both parties to the
document have consented to the use of
electronic signatures, as required by the
E-SIGN Act (15 U.S.C. 7001(c)).

Paragraph (e) would require that
when using electronic documents and
signatures, adequate confidentiality and
security measures must be established
to ensure that confidential employee
records cannot be accessed by
unauthorized persons. This includes
protecting the physical security of
records, access controls, and computer
security measures to safeguard
confidential data in electronic form. The
proposed requirements are analogous to
those established in the current
§40.40(c)(5) when we approved use of
the electronic CCF in part 40.

Section 40.25 Must an employer check
on the drug and alcohol testing record
of employees it is intending to use to
perform safety-sensitive duties?

Currently, paragraph (g) makes it clear
that the release of information under
this section must be in any written form,
and the parenthetical clarifies that this
can be paper-based (written, fax) or
electronic (email). Under the proposed
definition of “written or in writing,”
there is no distinction between paper-
based and electronic communications.
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Because “written or in writing” would
mean either paper or electronic
communications, we propose to remove
parenthetical reference to ‘‘fax, email,
letter” to eliminate redundancy and
confusion. All parties can conduct their
business using either paper or electronic
means of documentation and
communication.

Section 40.79 How is the collection
process completed?

Currently, paragraph (a)(9) of this
section requires the collector to “fax or
otherwise transmit”” Copy 2 of the CCF
to the MRO and Copy 4 to the DER
within 24 hours or during the next
business day. We propose to amend this
section by removing reference to the
methods of transmitting receipts, so
parties can choose their own medium of
communication.

Section 40.97 What do laboratories
report and how do they report it?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.79, we propose to
remove the references to the methods of
transmitting Copy 1 of the CCF from the
laboratory to the MRO in paragraphs
(c)(1) and (2) of this section.

Section 40.111 When and how must a
laboratory disclose statistical
summaries and other information it
maintains?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.79, we propose to
amend paragraph (b) of this section to
remove the references to the methods of
transmitting the summary or report
required by this section. Because the
summary or report can be transmitted
via hard copy or electronically, there is
no need to specify how it must be
transmitted. As such, we propose to
amend the title of this section
accordingly.

Section 40.127 What are the MRO’s
functions in reviewing negative test
results?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the parenthetical references to
“fax, photocopy, image” for Copy 1 of
the CCF in paragraph (c)(2) of this
section.

Section 40.129 What are the MRO’s
functions in reviewing laboratory
confirmed non-negative test results?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the parenthetical references to
“fax, photocopy, image”” for Copy 1 of
the CCF in paragraph (b)(2) of this
section.

Section 40.163 How does the MRO
report drug test results?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
remove the reference to a “letter” in
paragraph (c) of this section. In
paragraph (e) of this section, we propose
to replace the term ““letter” with
“written report” for consistency with
paragraph (c).

Section 40.167 How are MRO reports
of drug results transmitted to the
employer?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the references to “fax, courier,
mail, or electronically” in paragraph
(c)(1) of this section.

Section 40.185 Through what methods
and to whom must a laboratory report
split specimen results?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the references to “‘fax, courier,
mail, or electronically” in paragraph (b)
of this section. In addition, because
Copy 1 of the CCF can be transmitted in
writing or electronically, there is no
need to specify the methods through
which it must be transmitted. As such,
we propose to amend the title of this
section accordingly.

Section 40.187 What does the MRO do
with split specimen laboratory results?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.79, we propose to
remove the references to the methods of
transmitting Copy 1 of the CCF from the
laboratory to the MRO in paragraph
(c)(2)(iv)(C) of this section.

Section 40.191 What is a refusal to
take a DOT drug test, and what are the
consequences?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the parenthetical references to
“telephone or secure fax machine” in
paragraph (d) of this section as means of
transmitting notification that an
employee has refused to participate in
part of the testing process from the
collector or MRO to the DER.

Section 40.193 What happens when an
employee does not provide a sufficient
amount of urine for a drug test?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the references to “send or fax’ as
the means for the collector to transmit
copies of the CCF to the MRO and the
DER in paragraph (b)(3) of this section.

Section 40.205 How are drug test
problems corrected?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the references to “by fax or
courier” as the means for a collector,
laboratory, MRO, employer, or other
person to supply signed statements
regarding correctable problems in a drug
test in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) of this
section.

Section 40.225 What form is used for
an alcohol test?

We propose to amend this section to
permit, but not require, the use of an
electronic version of the DOT ATF that
is identical in form and content to the
form provided in appendix I to part 40.
The electronic ATF must be capable of
capturing the electronic signatures of
the employee and the BAT and/or STT,
and if an EBT provides a separate
printout of confirmation test results
pursuant to § 40.253(g), the electronic
ATF must include that separate
printout. This section would also be
amended to specify the same general
confidentiality and security measures in
§40.45 relating to electronic CCF's to
ensure that confidential employee
records cannot be accessed by
unauthorized persons.

Section 40.255 What happens next
after the alcohol confirmation test
result?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the parenthetical references to
“telephone or secure fax machine” in
paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section as
means of transmitting results of the
alcohol confirmation test from the BAT
to the DER. Similarly, there is no need
to specify that Copy 1 of the ATF may
be transmitted ““in person, by telephone,
or by electronic means.”

Section 40.261 What is a refusal to
take an alcohol test, and what are the
consequences?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the parenthetical references to
“telephone or secure fax machine” in
paragraph (c) of this section as means of
transmitting a refusal notification from
a BAT, STT, or referral physician to the
DER.

Section 40.271 How are alcohol testing
problems corrected?

For the same reasons explained in the
discussion of § 40.25, we propose to
delete the references to “by fax or
courier”’ as the means for a STT, BAT,
employer, or other service agent to
supply a signed statement regarding
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correctable flaws in an alcohol test in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

Section 40.365 What is the
Department’s policy concerning starting
a PIE proceeding?

We propose to amend this section by
adding a new paragraph (b)(15) that
would identify the failure of a service
agent to provide or maintain a secure/
confidential electronic system as
appropriate grounds for starting a PIE
proceeding.

X. Regulatory Analyses and Notices

Executive Orders 12866, 13563, and
14094 (Regulatory Planning and Review)

The Secretary has examined the
impact of the proposed part 40
amendments under Executive Order
12866 (“Regulatory Planning and
Review”’), as supplemented by
Executive Order 13563 (“Improving
Regulation and Regulatory Review”’)
and amended by Executive Order 14094
(“Modernizing Regulatory Review”’),
which directs Federal agencies to assess
all costs and benefits of available
regulatory alternatives and, when
regulation is necessary, to select
regulatory approaches that maximize
net benefits (including potential
economic, environmental, public health
and safety, and other advantages;
distributive impacts; and equity).

According to these Executive orders,
a regulatory action is “significant” if it
meets any one of a number of specified
conditions, including having an annual
effect on the economy of $200 million
or more, as adjusted every three years by
the Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs (OIRA); adversely affecting in a
material way a sector of the economy,
competition, or jobs; or if it raises novel
legal or policy issues. The proposed
amendments, which would allow the
use of electronic documents and
signatures, do not meet the Executive
order’s criteria for being a significant
rule. Consequently, OMB has
determined that the rulemaking action
is not significant under the Executive
order.

The proposed rule responds to the
statutory mandate set forth in Section
8108 of the Fighting Opioid Abuse in
Transportation Act, part of the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act, Public Law 115-271. The proposed
rule would not impose new
requirements on the industry; rather, it
would simply permit—but not require—
regulated entities to use electronic
signatures, forms, and recordkeeping,
and remove outdated and obsolete
references in the regulatory text. The
proposed rule would not impose new

costs on the industry because regulated
entities would be allowed to choose to
continue to use paper-based documents
as they had before. The benefits of the
rule would stem from savings in paper
and printing expense and other
efficiency gains. Examples of documents
affected by this rule include, but are not
limited to, records of a prospective
employee’s drug and alcohol testing
history that employers must obtain prior
to permitting that employee to perform
safety-sensitive duties, MRO records
and reports, SAP records and reports,
and ATFs. While there is no way to
estimate how many entities or
individuals would change their
practices given the new options, or how
many documents would be affected,
several commenters to the ANPRM
stated that they have been using
electronic documents and signatures in
their non-DOT drug and alcohol testing
programs for many years. While neither
the benefits nor the costs of this rule can
be reliably estimated, we expect this
proposed rule to provide flexibility to
the industry. Under this proposed rule,
regulated entities would have the
flexibility to conduct business using
either electronic or traditional paper-
based methods. We also expect
regulated entities to choose technologies
that would maximize benefits in
accordance with their individual needs
and circumstances.

Regulatory Flexibility Act and Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act (SBREFA)

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980
(5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) requires Federal
agencies to consider the effects of their
regulatory actions on small businesses
and other small entities and minimize
any significant economic impact. The
term ‘“‘small entities” comprises small
businesses and not-for-profit
organizations that are independently
owned and operated and are not
dominant in their fields, and
governmental jurisdictions with a
population of less than 50,000. For this
rulemaking, potentially affected small
entities include drug testing companies
(U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) Sector 54
(Professional, Scientific and Technical
Services), Code 541380 (Testing
Laboratories and Services)) as well as
DOT-regulated entities (SBA NAICS
Sectors 48—49 (Transportation and
Warehousing)).

The Department does not expect that
the proposed rule would have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The proposed rule, if adopted, would

increase flexibility for all small-entity
transportation employers and their
service agents by allowing them to use
electronic documents, signatures, and
recordkeeping to meet part 40
requirements. Use of electronic
documents, electronic signatures, and
electronic recordkeeping would be
voluntary for affected small entities,
which will provide added flexibility to
these entities in meeting the part 40
requirements. For these reasons, and as
explained in more detail in the
preamble to this proposed rule, the
Secretary certifies that the proposed rule
would not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities within the meaning of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act.
Consequently, an initial regulatory
flexibility analysis is not required for
this proposed rule.

Unfunded Mandates

The Secretary has examined the
impact of the final rule under the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(UMRA) of 1995 (Pub. L. 104—4). This
NPRM does not trigger the requirement
for a written statement under sec. 202(a)
of the UMRA because this rulemaking
does not impose a mandate that results
in an expenditure of $100 million
(adjusted annually for inflation) or more
by either State, local, and tribal
governments in the aggregate or by the
private sector in any one year. In fact,
by providing an alternative to
traditional paper-based records, the
proposed rule would be expected to
reduce costs to regulated parties,
including State and local entities (e.g.,
public transit authorities, and public
works departments) whose employees
are subject to testing and that choose to
use electronic documents as opposed to
paper-based documents.

Environmental Impact

The DOT has analyzed the
environmental impacts of this action
pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.) and has determined that it
is categorically excluded pursuant to
DOT Order 5610.1C, “Procedures for
Considering Environmental Impacts”
(44 FR 56420, October 1, 1979).
Categorical exclusions are actions
identified in an agency’s NEPA
implementing procedures that do not
normally have a significant impact on
the environment and therefore do not
require either an environmental
assessment (EA) or environmental
impact statement (EIS). This proposed
rule would amend the transportation
industry drug testing program
procedures regulation to permit the use
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of electronic documents, signatures, and
recordkeeping. This action is covered by
the categorical exclusion listed at 23
CFR 771.118(c)(4), “[pllanning and
administrative activities that do not
involve or lead directly to construction,
such as:. . . promulgation of rules,
regulations, directives . . .” The
Department does not anticipate any
environmental impacts, and there are no
extraordinary circumstances present in
connection with this rulemaking.

Executive Order 13132: Federalism

The Secretary has analyzed the final
rule in accordance with Executive Order
13132: Federalism. Executive Order
13132 requires Federal agencies to
carefully examine actions to determine
if they contain policies that have
federalism implications or that preempt
State law. As defined in the order,
“policies that have federalism
implications” refer to regulations,
legislative comments or proposed
legislation, and other policy statements
or actions that have substantial direct
effects on the States, on the relationship
between the National Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government.

Most of the regulated parties under
the Department’s drug testing program
are private entities. Some regulated
entities are public entities (e.g., transit
authorities and public works
departments); however, as noted above,
this proposal would reduce costs of the
Department’s drug testing program and
provide additional flexibility for
regulated parties. Accordingly, the
Secretary has determined that the
proposed rule, which would allow but
not require use of electronic signatures
and recordkeeping, does not contain
policies that have federalism
implications.

Executive Order 13175: Consultation
and Coordination With Indian Tribal
Governments

Executive Order 13175 (65 FR 67249,
November 6, 2000) requires Federal
agencies to develop an accountable
process to ensure ‘‘meaningful and
timely input by tribal officials in the
development of regulatory policies that
have tribal implications.” ‘Policies that
have tribal implications” as defined in
the Executive order, include regulations
that have ““substantial direct effects on
one or more Indian tribes, on the
relationship between the Federal
government and the Indian tribes, or on
the distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
government and Indian tribes.”” This
proposed rule does not have tribal

implications. The proposed rule will
also not have substantial direct effects
on tribal governments, on the
relationship between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes, as
specified in Executive Order 13175.

Paperwork Reduction Act

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520) (PRA) requires
that DOT consider the impact of
paperwork and other information
collection burdens imposed on the
public. This proposed rule would call
for no new collection of information
under the PRA. Instead, there would
likely be a significant reduction in the
burden hours required for information
collection 2105-0529, Procedures for
Transportation Drug and Alcohol
Testing Program, due to the ability to
use electronic signatures and forms, and
largely due to the ability to use an
electronic ATF for DOT-regulated
alcohol testing under part 40. We
request comments on this issue.
Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no person shall be subject to any
penalty for failing to comply with a
collection of information subject to the
PRA that does not display a currently
valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments
received in any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.) For
information on DOT’s compliance with
the Privacy Act, please visit https://
www.transportation.gov/privacy.

5 U.S.C. 553(b)(4)

As required by 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(4), a
summary of this proposed rule can be
found at the entry for RIN 2105-AF01
in the Department’s Portion of the
Unified Agenda of Regulatory and
Deregulatory Affairs, available at
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
eAgendaViewRule?publd
=2024048&RIN=2105-AF01.

Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2023

In accordance with Compliance with
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2023 (Fiscal
Responsibility Act of 2023, Pub. L. 118—
5, div. B, title III) and OMB
Memorandum (M-23-21) dated
September 1, 2023, the Department has
determined that this proposed rule is
not subject to the Pay-As-You-Go Act of

2023 because it will not increase direct
spending beyond specified thresholds.

List of Subjects

49 CFR Part 40

Administrative practice and
procedures, Alcohol abuse, Alcohol
testing, Drug abuse, Drug testing,
Laboratories, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Safety,
Transportation.

49 CFR Part 199

Alcohol testing, Drug testing, Pipeline
safety, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Safety, Transportation.

For the reasons stated in the
preamble, the Department proposes to
amend 49 CFR parts 40 and 199 as
follows:

PART 40—PROCEDURES FOR
TRANSPORTATION WORKPLACE
DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING
PROGRAMS

m 1. The authority for part 40 continues
to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 102, 301, 322, 5331,
20140, 31306, and 54101 et seq.

m 2.In §40.3, add the definitions of
“Electronic signature” and ‘“Written or
in writing” in alphabetical order to read
as follows:

§40.3 What do the terms used in this part
mean?
* * * * *

Electronic signature. A method of
signing an electronic communication
that identifies and authenticates a
particular person as the source of the
electronic communication and indicates
such person’s approval of the
information contained in the electronic
communication, in accordance with the
Government Paperwork Elimination Act
(Pub. L. 105-277, title XVII, secs. 1701—
1710, 112 Stat. 2681-749, 44 U.S.C.
3504 note).

* * * * *

Written or in writing. Printed,
handwritten, or typewritten either on
paper or other tangible medium, or by
any method of electronic documentation
that meets the requirements of § 40.4.

m 3. Add § 40.4 to read as follows:

§40.4 May electronic documents and
signatures be used?

(a) Applicability. This section applies
to all documents required by this part,
except for the CCF. An electronic CCF
may be used only if it has been
approved for use by the Department of
Health and Human Services and is used
in compliance with §40.40(c)(5).

(b) Electronic records or documents.
Any person or entity required to
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generate, maintain, or exchange and/or
transmit documents to satisfy
requirements in this part may use
electronic methods to satisfy those
requirements.

(c) Electronic signatures. (1) Any
person or entity required to sign or
certify a document to satisfy the
requirements of this part may use an
electronic signature, as defined in
§40.3.

(2) Any available technology may be
used that satisfies the requirements of
an electronic signature as defined in
§40.3.

(d) Electronic document requirements.

Any person or entity may use
documents signed, certified, generated,
maintained, or exchanged using
electronic methods, as long as the
documents accurately reflect the
information otherwise required to be
contained in them.

(1) Records, documents, or signatures
generated, maintained, or exchanged
using electronic methods satisfy the
requirements of this section if they are
capable of being retained, are used for
the purpose for which they were
created, and can be accurately
reproduced within required timeframes
for reference by any party entitled to
access.

(2) Records or documents generated
electronically satisfy the requirements
of this section if they include proof of
consent to use electronically generated
records or documents, as required by 15
U.S.C. 7001(c).

(e) Confidentiality and security. When
using electronic documents and
signatures, adequate confidentiality and
security measures must be established
to ensure that confidential employee
records are not available to
unauthorized persons. This includes
protecting the physical security of
records, access controls, and computer
security measures to safeguard
confidential data in electronic form to
include protecting against destruction,
deterioration, and data corruption.

m 4.In §40.25, revise paragraph (g) to
read as follows:

§40.25 Must an employer check on the
drug and alcohol testing record of
employees it is intending to use to perform
safety-sensitive duties?

* * * * *

(g) The release of information under
this section must be in any written form
that ensures confidentiality. As the
previous employer, you must maintain
a written record of the information
released, including the date, the party to
whom it was released, and a summary
of the information provided.

* * * * *

m 5.In §40.79, revise paragraph (a)(9) to
read as follows:

§40.79 How is the collection process
completed?

(a] R

(9) Send Copy 2 of the CCF to the
MRO and Copy 4 to the DER. You must
transmit these copies to the MRO and
DER within 24 hours or during the next
business day. Keep Copy 3 for at least
30 days, unless otherwise specified by
applicable DOT agency regulations.
* * * * *
m 6. In §40.97, revise paragraphs (c)
introductory text, (c)(1) introductory
text, and (c)(2) to read as follows:

§40. 97 What do laboratories report and
how do they report it?

* * * * *

(c) As a laboratory, you must report
laboratory results directly, and only, to
the MRO at his or her place of business.
You must not report results to or
through the DER or a service agent (e.g.,
C/TPA).

(1) Negative results. You must
transmit a legible image or copy of the
fully-completed Copy 1 of the CCF
which has been signed by the certifying
scientist, or you may provide the
laboratory results report electronically.

* * * * *

(2) Non-negative and rejected for
testing results. You must transmit a
legible image or copy of the fully-
completed Copy 1 of the CCF that has
been signed by the certifying scientist.
In addition, you may provide the
laboratory results report following the
format and procedures set forth in
paragraphs (c)(1)(i) and (ii) of this
section.

* * * * *

m 7.In §40.111, revise the section
heading and paragraph (b) to read as
follows:

§40.111 When must a laboratory disclose
statistical summaries and other information
it maintains?

* * * * *

(b) When the employer requests a
summary in response to an inspection,
audit, or review by a DOT agency, you
must provide it unless the employer had
fewer than five aggregate test results. In
that case, you must send the employer
a report indicating that not enough
testing was conducted to warrant a
summary.

* * * * *

m 8.In §40.127, revise paragraph (c)(2)
to read as follows:

§40.127 What are the MRO’s functions in
reviewing negative test results?
* * * * *

(C) * k%

(2) A legible copy of Copy 1 of the
CCF or the electronic laboratory results
report that conveys the negative

laboratory test result.
* * * * *

m 9.In §40.129, revise paragraphs (b)
introductory text and (b)(2) to read as
follows:

§40.129 What are the MRO’s functions in
reviewing laboratory confirmed non-
negative drug test results?

* * * * *

(b) Before you report a verified
negative, positive, test cancelled, refusal
to test because of adulteration or
substitution, you must have in your

possession the following documents:
* * * * *

(2) A legible copy of Copy 1 of the
CCF, containing the certifying scientist’s
signature.

m 10.In § 40.163, revise paragraphs (c)
introductory text and (e) to read as
follows:

§40.163 How does the MRO report drug
test results?
* * * * *

(c) If you do not report test results
using Copy 2 of the CCF for the
purposes of this section, you must
provide a written report for each test
result. This report must, as a minimum,

include the following information:
* * * * *

(e) You must retain a signed or
stamped and dated copy of Copy 2 of
the CCF in your records. If you do not
use Copy 2 for reporting results, you
must maintain a copy of the signed or
stamped and dated written report in
addition to the signed or stamped and
dated Copy 2. If you use the electronic
data file to report negatives, you must
maintain a retrievable copy of that
report in a format suitable for inspection
and auditing by a DOT representative.

* * * * *

m 11.In § 40.167, revise paragraph (c)(1)
to read as follows:

§40.167 How are MRO reports of drug test
results transmitted to the employer?
* * * * *

(C) * x %

(1) You must transmit a legible image
or copy of either the signed or stamped
and dated Copy 2 or the written report
(see §40.163(b) and (c)).

* * * * *

m 12.In §40.185, revise the section
heading and paragraph (b) to read as
follows:
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§40.185 What and to whom must a
laboratory report split specimen results?

* * * * *

(b) You must transmit a legible image
or copy of the fully-completed Copy 1
of the CCF, which has been signed by
the certifying scientist.

* * * * *

m 13.In §40.187, revise paragraph
(c)(2)(iv)(C) to read as follows:

§40.187 What does the MRO do with split
specimen laboratory results?

* * * * *

(C) * *x %

(2) EE

(iv) * % %

(C) As the laboratory that tests the
primary specimen to reconfirm the
presence of the adulterant found in the
split specimen and/or to determine that
the primary specimen meets appropriate
substitution criteria, report your result
to the MRO using a copy of Copy 1 of
the CCF.

* * * * *

m 14.In §40.191, revise paragraph (d)
introductory text to read as follows:

§40.191 What is a refusal to take a DOT
drug test, and what are the consequences?

* * * * *

(d) As a collector or an MRO, when
an employee refuses to participate in the
part of the testing process in which you
are involved, you must terminate the
portion of the testing process in which
you are involved, document the refusal
on the CCF (including, in the case of the
collector, printing the employee’s name
on Copy 2 of the CCF), immediately
notify the DER by any means that
ensures that the refusal notification is
immediately received. As a referral
physician (e.g., physician evaluating a
“shy bladder” condition or a claim of a
legitimate medical explanation in a
validity testing situation), you must
notify the MRO, who in turn will notify
the DER.

* * * * *

m 15.In §40.193, revise paragraph (b)(3)
to read as follows:

§40.193 What happens when an employee
does not provide a sufficient amount of
specimen for a drug test?

* * * * *

(b) * *x %

(3) As the collector, you must send
Copy 2 of the CCF to the MRO and Copy
4 to the DER. You must transmit these
copies to the MRO and DER within 24

hours or the next business day.
* * * * *

m 16. In § 40.205, revise paragraphs
(b)(1) and (2) to read as follows:

§40.205 How are drug test problems
corrected?
* * * * *

(b) E

(1) If the problem resulted from the
omission of required information, you
must, as the person responsible for
providing that information, supply in
writing the missing information and a
statement that it is true and accurate.
For example, suppose you are a
collector, and you forgot to make a
notation on the “Remarks” line of the
CCF that the employee did not sign the
certification. You would, when the
problem is called to your attention,
supply a signed statement that the
employee failed or refused to sign the
certification and that your statement is
true and accurate. You must supply this
information on the same business day
on which you are notified of the
problem.

(2) If the problem is the use of a non-
Federal form or an expired Federal
form, you must provide a signed
statement (i.e., a memorandum for the
record). It must state that the incorrect
form contains all the information
needed for a valid DOT drug test, and
that the incorrect form was used
inadvertently or as the only means of
conducting a test, in circumstances
beyond your control. The statement
must also list the steps you have taken
to prevent future use of non-Federal
forms or expired Federal forms for DOT
tests. For this flaw to be corrected, the
test of the specimen must have occurred
at an HHS-certified laboratory where it
was tested consistent with the
requirements of this part. You must
supply this information on the same
business day on which you are notified
of the problem.

* * * * *

m 17.In § 40.225, revise paragraph (a)
and add paragraphs (d) and (e) to read
as follows:

§40.225 What form is used for an alcohol
test?

(a) The DOT Alcohol Testing Form
(ATF) must be used for every DOT
alcohol test. The ATF must be a three-
part carbonless manifold form or an
electronic ATF that meets the
requirements of paragraph (d) of this
section. The ATF is found in appendix
G to this part. You may view this form
on the ODAPC website (https://
www.transportation.gov/odapc).

(d) As an employer, you may use an
electronic ATF that meets the following
requirements:

(1) The electronic ATF must be
identical in form and content to the ATF
found in appendix G to this part.

(2) The electronic ATF must meet the
requirements of § 40.4(d).

(3) The electronic ATF must be
capable of capturing the electronic
signatures of the employee and the BAT
and/or STT.

(4) If an EBT provides a separate
printout of confirmation test results (see
§40.253(g)), the electronic ATF must
include that separate printout.

(e) As an employer, BAT, or STT
using an electronic ATF, you must
establish adequate confidentiality and
security measures to ensure that
confidential employee records are not
available to unauthorized persons. This
includes protecting the physical
security of records, access controls, and
computer security measures to
safeguard confidential data in electronic
form.

m 18.In § 40.255, revise paragraph
(a)(5)(i) to read as follows:

§40.255 What happens next after the
alcohol confirmation test result?

(a) * *x %

(5) * x %

(i) You may transmit the results using
Copy 1 of the ATF, in person, by
telephone, or by electronic means. In
any case, you must immediately notify
the DER of any result of 0.02 or greater
by any means that ensures the result is
immediately received by the DER. You
must not transmit these results through
C/TPAs or other service agents.

* * * * *
m 19.In §40.261, revise paragraph (c)(1)
to read as follows:

§40.261 What is a refusal to take an
alcohol test, and what are the
consequences?

* * * * *

(c)(1) As a BAT or an STT, or as the
physician evaluating a “shy lung”
situation, when an employee refuses to
test as provided in paragraph (a) of this
section, you must terminate the portion
of the testing process in which you are
involved, document the refusal on the
ATF (or in a separate document which
you cause to be attached to the form),
immediately notify the DER by any
means that ensures the refusal
notification is immediately received.
You must make this notification directly
to the DER (not using a C/TPA as an
intermediary).

* * * * *
m 20.In §40.271, revise paragraph (b)(2)
to read as follows:

§40.271 How are alcohol testing problems
corrected?
* * * * *

(b) * ok %

(2) If the problem is the use of a non-
DOT form, you must, as the person
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responsible for the use of the incorrect
form, certify in writing that the incorrect
form contains all the information
needed for a valid DOT alcohol test.
You must also provide a signed
statement that the incorrect form was
used inadvertently or as the only means
of conducting a test, in circumstances
beyond your control, and the steps you
have taken to prevent future use of non-
DOT forms for DOT tests. You must
supply this information on the same
business day on which you are notified
of the problem.

* * * * *

m 21.In § 40.365, revise paragraphs
(b)(13) and (14) and add paragraph
(b)(15) to read as follows:

§40.365 What is the Department’s policy
concerning starting a PIE proceeding?
* * * * *

(b) EE I

(13) For any service agent, directing or
recommending that an employer fail or
refuse to implement any provision of
this part;

(14) With respect to noncompliance
with a DOT agency regulation, conduct
that affects important provisions of
Department-wide concern (e.g., failure
to properly conduct the selection
process for random testing); or

(15) For a service agent, failing to
provide or maintain a secure/
confidential electronic system.

PART 199—DRUG AND ALCOHOL
TESTING

m 22. The authority citation for part 199
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 5103, 60102, 60104,
60108, 60117, and 60118; 49 CFR 1.53.

m 23.1n §199.3:
m a. Designate the introductory text as
paragraph (b); and

m b. Add paragraph (a).
The addition reads as follows:

§199.3 Definitions.

(a) Terms used in this part have the
same meaning as in 49 CFR 40.3.
* * * * *

m 24. Add § 199.4 to read as follows:

§199.4 Electronic documents, records,
and signatures.

Electronic documents, records, and
signatures may be used to comply with
this part provided they meet the
requirements specified in 49 CFR part
40.

m 25.1n §199.117, revise paragraph (a)
introductory text to read as follows:

§199.117 Recordkeeping.

(a) Each operator shall keep the
records in paragraphs (a)(1) through (5)
of this section for the periods specified
by this section or for the periods
specified by 49 CFR part 40, whichever
is greater; and will permit access to the
records as provided by § 190.203.

m 26.In § 199.119, revise paragraph (a)
to read as follows:

§199.119 Reporting of anti-drug testing
results.

(a) Each large operator (having more
than 50 covered employees) must
submit an annual Management
Information System (MIS) report to
PHMSA of its anti-drug testing using the
MIS form and instructions as required
by 49 CFR part 40 (at §40.26 and
appendix J to part 40), not later than
March 15 of each year for the prior
calendar year (January 1 through
December 31). The Administrator may
require by notice in the PHMSA Portal
(https://portal.phmsa.dot.gov/phmsa
portallanding) that small operators (50

or fewer covered employees), not
otherwise required to submit annual
MIS reports, to prepare and submit such
reports to PHMSA.

* * * * *

m 27.In § 199.227, revise paragraph (b)
introductory text to read as follows:

§199.227 Retention of records.

* * * * *

(b) Period of retention. Each operator
shall maintain the records in accordance
with the following schedule or for the
periods specified by 49 CFR part 40,

whichever is greater:
* * * * *

m 28.In §199.229, revise paragraph (a)
to read as follows:

§199.229 Reporting of alcohol testing
results.

(a) Each large operator (having more
than 50 covered employees) must
submit an annual MIS report to PHMSA
of its alcohol testing results using the
MIS form and instructions as required
by 49 CFR part 40 (at §40.26 and
appendix J to part 40), not later than
March 15 of each year for the prior
calendar year (January 1 through
December 31). The Administrator may
require by notice in the PHMSA Portal
(https://portal.phmsa.dot.gov/phmsa
portallanding) that small operators (50
or fewer covered employees), not
otherwise required to submit annual
MIS reports, to prepare and submit such
reports to PHMSA.

* * * * *

Signed on: Thursday, October 3, 2024.
Pete Buttigieg,
Secretary of Transportation.
[FR Doc. 202423427 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-9X-P
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committee meetings, agency decisions and
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Food and Nutrition Service

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) Benefit
Expungement and Off-Line Storage

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS), USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice invites the general public and
other public agencies to comment on
this proposed information collection
associated with SNAP benefit storage
and expungement provisions of the
2008 and 2018 Farm Bills. This
collection is an extension, without
change, of a currently approved
collection. This collection is for
providing SNAP households advance or
concurrent notice of State agency action
to store unused SNAP benefits offline
due to three or more months of account
inactivity and for those households to
seek reinstatement of benefits prior to
permanent expungement. This
collection is also for providing SNAP
households advance or concurrent
notice prior to the State agency
expunging unused SNAP benefits from
the household’s Electronic Benefit
Transfer (EBT) account due to nine
months of account inactivity.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before December 16,
2024.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be sent to
Erica Kain, Chief, Issuance Support
Branch, Issuance Policy and Innovation
Division, Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS), U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA), 1320 Braddock Place, 5th
Floor, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, or via
email to SM.FN.SNAP.Issuance.Policy@
usda.gov. Comments will also be
accepted through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal: Go to http://

www.regulations.gov and follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments electronically.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for Office of Management and Budget
approval. All comments will be a matter
of public record.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of this information collection
should be directed to Erica Kain at
SM.FN.SNAP.Issuance.Policy@usda.gov
or (312)-339-1939.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Comments
are invited on: (a) whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions that were
used; (c) ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology.

Title: SNAP Benefit Storage and
Expungement.

Form Number: Not applicable.

OMB Number: 0584—0673.

Expiration Date: 07/31/2025.

Type of Request: Extension, without
change, of a currently approved
collection.

Abstract: On August 24, 2020, the
Department published the final rule,
“Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program: 2008 Farm Bill Provisions on
Clarification of Split Issuance; Accrual
of Benefits and Definition Changes” (85
FR 52025) to implement the mandatory
SNAP benefit storage and expungement
provisions of the Food, Conservation
and Energy Act of 2008, Public Law
110-243 (2008 Farm Bill). In the final
rule, the Department also adopted as
final the provisions in the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018, Public Law
115-334 (2018 Farm Bill), that
mandated changes to the requirements
governing the storage and expungement
of unused benefits.

As a result, State agencies are
required to provide a 30-day advance
notice prior to permanently expunging
unused SNAP benefits that remain in
household’s account nine months after
issuance or after nine months of account
inactivity. State agencies that opt to take
unused benefits off-line after three
months of SNAP EBT account inactivity
must also provide up to 10 days
advance or concurrent notice prior to
taking such action and to reinstate
benefits store off-line within 48 hours of
a household’s request if the benefits
have not reached the expungement
timeframe. Currently, FNS is not aware
of any State agency exercising the
option to store unused benefits off-line
prior to expungement.

1. Expungement Notice

Affected Public: (a) Individuals/
Households and (b) State agencies:
Respondent groups identified include:
(1) 3,505,979 SNAP households
(approximately 18 percent of all SNAP
households nationwide) who do not
access their benefits within nine months
and (2) 53 State SNAP agencies.

a. Individuals/Households Annual
Burden

Estimated Annual Number of
Respondents: 3,505,797.

Estimated Annual Number of
Responses per Respondent: 1.17.

Estimated Total Annual Responses:
4,101,782.

Estimated Annual Time per Response:
3 minutes or 0.05 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 205,089 hours.

b. State Agency Annual Burden

Estimated Annual Number of
Respondents: 53.

Estimated Annual Number of
Responses per Respondent: 77,392.

Estimated Total Annual Responses:
4,101,782.

Estimated Annual Time per Response:
30 seconds or 0.0083 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 34,045 hours.

c. Grand Total Annual Burden

Estimated Annual Number of
Respondents: 3,505,850.

Estimated Annual Number of
Responses per Respondent: 2.33996434.
Estimated Total Annual Responses:

8,203,564.00.
Estimated Annual Time per Response:
0.02915000.


mailto:SM.FN.SNAP.Issuance.Policy@usda.gov
mailto:SM.FN.SNAP.Issuance.Policy@usda.gov
mailto:SM.FN.SNAP.Issuance.Policy@usda.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov

82970

Federal Register/Vol. 89, No. 199/ Tuesday, October 15, 2024 /Notices

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 239,134.
2. Off-Line Storage Notice

Affected Public: No members of the
public are affected as FNS is not aware

of any State agency currently exercising
the option to store benefits off-line.
3. Off-Line Benefit Reinstatement

Affected Public: No members of the
public are affected as FNS is not aware

of any State agency exercising the
option to move benefits off-line, thereby
removing the need for reinstatement.

; Estimated avg.
E:th;?d Responses Total annual number of Estimated
Respondent Activity number annually per responses hours per annual
respondent respondent p response total hours
annually
Individual or Household SNAP Recipients ...... Expungement Notice .............. 3,505,797 117 4,101,782 .05 205,089
Off-line Storage Notice ........... 0 0 0 0 0
Off-line Benefit Reinstatement 0 0 0 0 0
Sub-total of Individual/Household SNAP | ... 3,505,797 1.17 4,101,782 .05 205,089
recipients.
State AgeNnCies ..........ccccevviiicciniicies Expungement Notice .............. 53 77,392 4,101,782 0.0083 34,045
Off-line Storage Notice ........... 0 0 0 0 0
Off-line Benefit Reinstatemen 0 0 0 0 0
Sub-total of State AGENCIES ......cocvvvrieiies | e 53 77,392 4,101,782 0.0083 34,045
Total Reporting Burden with both Af- | ... 3,505,850 2.33996434 8,203,564 0.02915000 239,134
fect Public.

Tameka Owens,

Acting Administrator and Assistant
Administrator, Food and Nutrition Service.

[FR Doc. 2024—-23727 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Notice of Public Meeting of the
Arkansas Advisory Committee to the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights

AGENCY: U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights.

ACTION: Notice of virtual meetings.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given,
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights (Commission) and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, that
the Arkansas Advisory Committee
(Committee) to the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights will hold a public meetings
via Zoom. The purpose of this meeting
is for the Committee to discuss post-
report activity plans for their recently
completed report regarding the Right to
Counsel in Arkansas. This will be the
final meeting of the current
appointment term.

DATES: Wedneday, October 23, 2024,

from 2 p.m.—3 p.m. Central Time.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held

via Zoom.

October 23rd Meeting:

e Registration Link (Audio/Visual):
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/
register/WN
GScAm45WRAeGAMhDJ03Z6w

e Join by Phone (Audio Only): 1-833—

435-1820 USA Toll Free; Webinar ID:

161 447 1491#

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Wojnaroski, Designated Federal
Officer, at mwojnaroski@usccr.gov or 1—
202-618-4158.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting is available to the public
through the registration link above. Any
interested members of the public may
attend. An open comment period will be
provided to allow members of the
public to make oral statements as time
allows. Pursuant to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, public
minutes of the meeting will include a
list of persons who are present at these
meetings. If joining via phone, callers
can expect to incur regular charges for
calls they initiate over wireless lines,
according to their wireless plan. The
Commission will not refund any
incurred charges. Callers will incur no
charge for calls they initiate over land-
line connections to the toll-free
telephone number. Closed captioning is
available by selecting “CC” in the
meeting platform. To request additional
accommodations, please email
csanders@usccr.gov at least 10 business
days prior to each meeting.

Members of the public are entitled to
submit written comments; the
comments must be received in the
regional office within 30 days following
the scheduled meeting. Written
comments may be emailed to Melissa
Wojnaroski at mwojnaroski@usccr.gov.
Persons who desire additional
information may contact the Regional
Programs Coordination Unit at 1-202—
618—-4158.

Records generated from these
meetings may be inspected and
reproduced at the Regional Programs

Coordination Unit Office, as they
become available, both before and after
each meeting. Records of the meetings
will be available via
www.facadatabase.gov under the
Commission on Civil Rights, Arkansas
Advisory Committee link. Persons
interested in the work of this Committee
are directed to the Commission’s
website, http://www.usccr.gov, or may
contact the Regional Programs
Coordination Unit at csanders@
uscer.gov.

Agenda

I. Welcome and Roll Call
II. Chair’s Comments
III. Post-Report Discussion: Right to
Counsel

IV. Public Comment
V. Adjournment

Exceptional Circumstance: Pursuant
to 41 CFR 102-3.150, the notice for this
meeting is given less than 15 calendar
days prior to the meeting because of the
exceptional circumstance of the end of
the current Committee appointment
term.

Dated: October 9, 2024.
David Mussatt,
Supervisory Chief, Regional Programs Unit.
[FR Doc. 2024-23770 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Sunshine Act Meeting Notice
AGENCY: United States Commission on
Civil Rights.

ACTION: Notice of Commission public
business meeting.
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DATES: Friday, October 18, 2024, 10:00
a.m. EST.

ADDRESSES: Meeting to take place
virtually and is open to the public via
livestream on the Commission’s
YouTube page: https://
www.youtube.com/user/USCCR/videos.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joe
Kim: 202-376-8371; publicaffairs@
usccr.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the Government in
Sunshine Act (5 U.S.C. 552b), the
Commission on Civil Rights is holding
a meeting to discuss the Commission’s
business for the month. This business
meeting is open to the public. Computer
assisted real-time transcription (CART)
will be provided. The web link to access
CART (in English) on October 10, 2024,
is https://www.streamtext.net/player?
event=USCCR. Please note that CART is
text-only translation that occurs in real
time during the meeting and is not an
exact transcript.

I. Approval of Agenda
II. Business Meeting
A. Presentation by New Hampshire
Advisory Committee Chair on
Released Reports and Memorandum
on Solitary Confinement
B. Presentation by South Dakota
Advisory Committee Chair on
Released Reports and Memorandum
on Voting Rights and Access
C. Presentation by Tennessee
Advisory Committee Chair on
Released Reports and Memorandum
on Civil and Voting Rights
D. Management and Operations
e Staff Director’s Report
II. Adjourn Meeting

Dated: October 10, 2024.
Zakee Martin,
USCCR Special Assistant to the Staff Director.
[FR Doc. 2024-23843 Filed 10-10-24; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[Order No. 2168]

Approval of Expansion of Subzone
75C; Intel Corporation; Phoenix,
Arizona

Pursuant to its authority under the
Foreign-Trade Zones Act of June 18,
1934, as amended (19 U.S.C. 81a—81u),
the Foreign-Trade Zones Board (the
Board) adopts the following Order:

Whereas, the Foreign-Trade Zones
(FTZ) Act provides for ““. . . the
establishment . . . of foreign-trade
zones in ports of entry of the United

States, to expedite and encourage
foreign commerce, and for other
purposes,” and authorizes the Foreign-
Trade Zones Board to grant to qualified
corporations the privilege of
establishing foreign-trade zones in or
adjacent to U.S. Customs and Border
Protection ports of entry;

Whereas, the Board’s regulations (15
CFR part 400) provide for the
establishment of subzones for specific
uses;

Whereas, the City of Phoenix, grantee
of Foreign-Trade Zone 75, has made
application to the Board for an
expansion of Subzone 75C on behalf of
Intel Corporation to include a site
located in Phoenix, Arizona (FTZ
Docket B—33-2024, docketed June 13,
2024);

Whereas, notice inviting public
comment has been given in the Federal
Register (89 FR 51873, June 20, 2024)
and the application has been processed
pursuant to the FTZ Act and the Board’s
regulations; and,

Whereas, the Board adopts the
findings and recommendations of the
examiners’ memorandum, and finds that
the requirements of the FTZ Act and the
Board’s regulations are satisfied;

Now, therefore, the Board hereby
approves the expansion of Subzone 75C
on behalf of Intel Corporation located in
Phoenix, Arizona, as described in the
application and Federal Register notice,
subject to the FTZ Act and the Board’s
regulations, including section 400.13.

Dated: October 9, 2024.

Dawn Shackleford,

Executive Director of Trade Agreements
Policy & Negotiations, Alternate Chairman,
Foreign-Trade Zones Board.

[FR Doc. 2024-23753 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[B-34-2024]

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 29;
Authorization of Production Activity;
Catalent Pharma Solutions, LLC;
(Nonsteroidal Antiandrogen Tablets);
Winchester, Kentucky

On June 11, 2024, Catalent Pharma
Solutions, LLC, submitted a notification
of proposed production activity to the
FTZ Board for its facility within FTZ 29,
in Winchester, Kentucky.

The notification was processed in
accordance with the regulations of the
FTZ Board (15 CFR part 400), including
notice in the Federal Register inviting
public comment (89 FR 52022, June 21,
2024). On October 9, 2024, the applicant

was notified of the FTZ Board’s decision
that no further review of the activity is
warranted at this time. The production
activity described in the notification
was authorized, subject to the FTZ Act
and the FTZ Board’s regulations,
including section 400.14.

Dated: October 9, 2024.
Elizabeth Whiteman,
Executive Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024—-23754 Filed 10-11—-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[B-52-2024]

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 235,
Notification of Proposed Production
Activity; Renaissance Lakewood, LLC;
(Prescription Nasal Spray Products);
Lakewood, New Jersey

The Township of Lakewood, grantee
of FTZ 235, submitted a notification of
proposed production activity to the FTZ
Board (the Board) on behalf of
Renaissance Lakewood, LLC
(Renaissance) for Renaissance’s facilities
in Lakewood, New Jersey within FTZ
235. The notification conforming to the
requirements of the Board’s regulations
(15 CFR 400.22) was received on
September 30, 2024.

Pursuant to 15 CFR 400.14(b), FTZ
production activity would be limited to
the specific foreign-status material/
component and specific finished
product(s) described in the submitted
notification (summarized below) and
subsequently authorized by the Board.
The benefits that may stem from
conducting production activity under
FTZ procedures are explained in the
background section of the Board’s
website—accessible via www.trade.gov/
ftz.

The proposed finished products
include calcitonin gene-related peptide
receptor antagonist (prescription nasal
spray-packaged) and calcitonin gene-
related peptide receptor antagonist
(prescription nasal spray-unpackaged)
(duty-free).

The proposed foreign-status material/
component includes zavegepant
hydrochloride (active pharmaceutical
ingredient) (duty rate of 6.5%). The
request indicates that certain materials/
components are subject to duties under
section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974
(section 301), depending on the country
of origin. The applicable section 301
decisions require subject merchandise
to be admitted to FTZs in privileged
foreign status (19 CFR 146.41).
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Public comment is invited from
interested parties. Submissions shall be
addressed to the Board’s Executive
Secretary and sent to: ftz@trade.gov. The
closing period for their receipt is
November 25, 2024.

A copy of the notification will be
available for public inspection in the
“Online FTZ Information System”
section of the Board’s website.

For further information, contact
Kolade Osho at Kolade.Osho@trade.gov.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Elizabeth Whiteman,
Executive Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23698 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration

[A-570-104, C-570-105]

Antidumping Duty Order on Alloy and
Certain Carbon Steel Threaded Rod
and Countervailing Duty Order on
Carbon and Alloy Steel Threaded Rod
From the People’s Republic of China:
Initiation and Preliminary Results of
Changed Circumstances Reviews and
Intent To Revoke the Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Orders, in Part,
and Preliminary Intent To Rescind
Scope Inquiry

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: Based on a request from
Logistical Resource Development Inc.
(LRD), the U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) is initiating and
issuing preliminary results of changed
circumstances reviews (CCRs) of the
antidumping duty (AD) order on alloy
and certain carbon steel threaded rod
and the countervailing duty (CVD) order
on carbon and alloy steel threaded rod
from the People’s Republic of China
(China) to revoke the orders, in part,
with respect to certain products. We
also preliminarily intend to rescind the
scope inquiry with respect to the same
products. Interested parties are invited
to comment on these preliminary
results.

DATES: Applicable October 15, 2024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Allison Hollander, AD/CVD Operations,
Office I, Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—-3004.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On April 9, 2020, the U.S. Department
of Commerce (Commerce) published the
Orders.r On August 23, 2024, LRD, an
importer of subject merchandise,
requested, through CCRs, that
Commerce retroactively revoke the
Orders, in part, pursuant to section
751(b)(1)(A) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended (the Act), and 19 CFR
351.216(b) with respect to certain
wheels studs.2 LRD stated that it
qualifies as an importer of wheel studs
currently subject to duties and, as such,
is an interested party pursuant to
section 771(9)(A) of the Act and 19 CFR
351.102(b)(29)(ii).? On August 30, 2024,
Vulcan Threaded Rod Products Inc. (the
petitioner) submitted comments
indicating that it does not oppose the
partial scope revocation requested in
LRD’s CCR request.*

On September 3, 2024, Commerce
requested that LRD provide additional
information related to its CCR Request.5
LRD timely responded to the
questionnaire on September 17, 2024.6
In its CCR Supplement, LRD provided
statements from three domestic
producers, All Ohio Threaded Rod (All
Ohio); Highland Thread, Inc. (Highland
Thread); and Bay Standard
Manufacturing Inc. (Bay Standard),
indicating that they either were not
interested in participating in the CCRs
or were not contesting LRD’s proposal.”
The petitioner timely responded to the
supplemental questionnaire on
September 17, 2024, and provided
information on the production of
domestic like product.? On September

1 See Alloy and Certain Carbon Steel Threaded
Rod from the People’s Republic of China:
Antidumping Duty Order, 85 FR 19929 (April 9,
2020) (AD Order), and Carbon and Alloy Steel
Threaded Rod from India and the People’s Republic
of China: Countervailing Duty Orders, 85 FR 19927
(April 9, 2020) (CVD Order) (collectively Orders).

2 See LRD’s Letter, ‘“Request for an Expedited
Changed Circumstances Review to Amend the
Scope of the Order,” dated August 23, 2024 (CCR
Request).

31d. at 1.

4 See Petitioner’s Letter, “‘Petitioner’s Comments
on CCR Request,” dated August 30, 2024
(Petitioner’s Comments).

5 Gommerce requested LRD to provide a signed
attestation from the petitioner and additional
domestic producers, as necessary, indicating that
these entities account for 85 percent of the industry
by production volume. See Commerce’s Letter,
“Supplemental Questionnaire,” dated September 3,
2024.

6 See LRD’s Letter, “Reply to Supplemental
Questionnaire,” dated September 17, 2024 (LRD
CCR Supplement).

7Id. at Exhibits 1-3.

8 See Petitioner’s Letter, “Vulcan’s Attestation on
Domestic Production,” dated September 17, 2024
(Vulcan CCR Supplemental). Given that the
petitioner’s production data is business proprietary
information, the petitioner responded directly to
Commerce.

24, 2024, Commerce requested that LRD
and the petitioner provide further
supplemental information relating to
production values of domestic
producers.® On September 24, 2024, the
petitioner timely responded and
demonstrated that it and All Ohio,
Highland Thread, and Bay Standard
collectively represent “substantially all”
of the production of the domestic like
product.1® No interested parties filed
comments opposing the CCR Request.
Further, LRD requested that Commerce
conduct expedited CCRs.11

Scope of the Orders

Appendices I and II contain the scope
of the AD Order and the scope of the
CVD Order, respectively.

Proposed Partial Revocation of the
Orders 2

The products subject to the proposed
partial revocation are certain wheel
studs with the following characteristics:

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 49mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a
5mm unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is also M12 diameter and 1.5RH
thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 49mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a
5mm unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is also M12 diameter and 1.5RH
thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 80mm, part of the
threaded length being divided by a 5mm
unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is also M12 diameter and 1.5RH
thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 95mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a
5mm unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion

9 See Commerce’s Letters, “Second Supplemental
Questionnaire,” dated September 24, 2024; and
“Supplemental Questionnaire,” dated September
24, 2024.

10 See 19 CFR 222(g)(1)(i); see also Petitioner’s
Letter, “Vulcan’s Supplemental Questionnaire
Response,” dated September 27, 2024, at 2.

11 See CCR Request at 1.

12 See Petitioner’s Comments at 2-3; CCR Request
at 4-5.
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that is also M12 diameter and 1.5RH
thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M14
diameter and 1.25RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 75mm, part of the
threaded length being divided by a 5mm
unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is also M14 diameter and 1.25RH
thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M14
diameter and 1.25RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 92mm, part of the
threaded length being divided by a 5mm
unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is also M14 diameter and 1.25RH
thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 49mm, part of the
threaded length being divided by a 5mm
unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is M14 diameter and 1.5RH thread
spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 49mm, part of the
threaded length being divided by a 5mm
unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is M14x1.25.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 44mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a
5mm unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is M14 diameter and 1.5 thread
spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M14
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 49mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a
5mm unthreaded band which creates a
12.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is also M14 diameter and 1.5RH
thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M14
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 64mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a
5mm unthreaded band which creates
and 21.5mm threaded section for
insertion that is also M14 diameter and
1.5RH thread spacing.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 61mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a

5mm unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion.

e a wheel stud that has an M12
diameter and 1.5RH thread spacing
threaded stud with a 6mm-wide inset
hex head measuring 49mm long, part of
the threaded length being divided by a
5mm unthreaded band which creates an
11.5mm threaded section for insertion
that is M14 diameter and 1.5 thread
spacing.

Initiation of CCRs

Pursuant to section 751(b)(1) of the
Act, Commerce will conduct a CCR
upon receipt of a request from an
interested party that shows changed
circumstances sufficient to warrant a
review of the order. Section 782(h)(2) of
the Act and 19 CFR 351.222(g)(1)(i)
provide that Commerce may revoke an
order (in whole or in part) if it
determines that producers accounting
for substantially all of the production of
the domestic like product have
expressed a lack of interest in the order,
in whole or in part. In its administrative
practice, Commerce has interpreted
“substantially all” to mean producers
accounting for at least 85 percent of the
total U.S. production of the domestic
like product covered by the order.13
Further, 19 CFR 351.222(g)(2) provides
that Commerce will conduct a CCR
under 19 CFR 351.216, and may revoke
an order, in whole or in part, if it
determines that revocation is warranted.

In accordance with 19 CFR
351.216(d), Commerce determines that
the information submitted by LRD, the
petitioner, and other domestic
producers, indicates that substantially
all the domestic industry no longer has
a continued interest in having the scope
of the Orders cover certain wheel studs
described above. Thus, there are
changed circumstances sufficient to
warrant a review of the Orders.
Therefore, in accordance with section
751(b)(1) of the Act, 19 CFR 351.216(d),
19 CFR 351.221(c)(3), and 19 CFR
351.222(g), we are initiating these CCRs.

Preliminary Results of the CCRs and
Intent To Revoke the Orders, in Part

Section 351.221(c)(3)(ii) of
Commerce’s regulations permits
Commerce to combine the notice of
initiation of a CCR and the notice of
preliminary results if Commerce

13 See, e.g., Certain Cased Pencils from the
People’s Republic of China: Initiation and
Preliminary Results of Antidumping Duty Changed
Circumstances Review, and Intent to Revoke Order
in Part, 77 FR 42276 (July 18, 2012), unchanged in
Certain Cased Pencils from the People’s Republic of
China: Final Results of Antidumping Duty Changed
Circumstances Review, and Determination to
Revoke Order, in Part, 77 FR 53176 (August 31,
2012).

concludes that expedited action is
warranted.4 In this instance, because
the record contains information
necessary to make a preliminary
finding, we find that expedited action is
warranted and have combined the
notice of initiation and the notice of
preliminary results.15

Pursuant to section 751(d)(1) of the
Act and 19 CFR 351.222(g), Commerce
preliminarily determines that there is a
reasonable basis to believe that changed
circumstances exist sufficient to warrant
partial revocation of the Orders. As
explained above, domestic threaded rod
producers accounting for greater than 85
percent of the domestic industry,
including the original petitioner and
other domestic threaded rod producers,
have expressed no interest in opposing
LRD’s CCR Request.16 Substantially all
of the domestic industry appears to have
no interest in maintaining the Orders
with respect to the specific products
which are the subject of LRD’s request.1”
The domestic industry has not
commented on whether the proposed
partial scope revocation should be
retroactive.

In light of the domestic producers’
statements of no interest in opposing the
revocation of the Orders, in part, with
respect to the wheel studs as described
by LRD, and in the absence of any other
interested party comments addressing
the issue of domestic industry support,
we preliminarily conclude that
producers accounting for substantially
all of the production of the domestic
like product to which the Orders pertain
lack interest in the relief provided by
the Orders with respect to wheel studs
that are the subject of LRD’s revocation
request. Thus, we preliminarily
determine that changed circumstances
warrant revocation of the Orders, in
part, with respect to such wheel studs
as described above by LRD.
Accordingly, we are notifying the public
of our intent to revoke the Orders, in
part, with respect to wheel studs
described in the “Proposed Partial
Revocation of the Orders” section
above.

14 See 19 CFR 351.221(c)(3)(ii); see also Certain
Pasta from Italy: Initiation and Preliminary Results
of Antidumping Duty Changed Circumstances
Review, 80 FR 33480, 33480—41 (June 12, 2015)
(Pasta from Italy Preliminary Results), unchanged
in Certain Pasta from Italy: Final Results of
Changed Circumstances Review, 80 FR 48807
(August 14, 2015) (Pasta from Italy Final Results).

15 See, e.g., Pasta from Italy Preliminary Results,
80 FR at 33480—41, unchanged in Pasta from Italy
Final Results, 80 FR at 48807.

16 See LRD CCR Supplement at Exhibits 1-3; and
Vulcan Supplemental Response at 2.

17 See LRD CCR Supplement at Exhibits 1-3; and
Petitioner’s Letter, “Comments on CCR Request,”
dated August 30, 2024, at 2.
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Additionally, LRD requested that
Commerce find this scope exclusion
applies retroactively to January 1, 2022.
If we make a final determination to
revoke the Orders in part, we intend to
apply the partial revocation to
unliquidated entries of merchandise
subject to the CCRs that were entered or
withdrawn from warehouse, for
consumption, as of January 1, 2022.

Intent To Rescind Scope Inquiry

On December 22, 2024, Commerce
received a request for a scope ruling
from LRD on whether the same thirteen
wheel studs described above are subject
to the Orders.1® Commerce initiated this
scope inquiry on January 22, 2024.19
Because these 13 wheel studs are the
subject of this CCR, and we
preliminarily intend to revoke the
Orders, in part, with respect to these 13
wheels studs, we also preliminarily
intend to rescind the scope inquiry, in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.225(f)(6).

Public Comment

In accordance with 19 CFR
351.309(c)(1)(ii), interested parties may
submit case briefs not later than 14 days
after the date of publication of this
notice.20 Rebuttal briefs, limited to
issues raised in the case briefs, may be
filed no later than five days after the due
date for case briefs.21

As provided under 19 CFR
351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2), in prior
proceedings we have encouraged
interested parties to provide an
executive summary of their brief that
should be limited to five pages total,
including footnotes. In these CCRs, we
instead request that interested parties
provide at the beginning of their briefs
a public, executive summary for each
issue raised in their briefs.22 Further, we
request that interested parties limit their
public executive summary of each issue
to no more than 450 words, not
including citations. We intend to use
the public executive summaries as the
basis of the comment summaries
included in the Issues and Decision

18 See LRD’s Letters, “Application for a Scope
Ruling for Wheel Studs on Alloy and Certain
Threaded Rod from the People’s Republic of
China,” dated December 22, 2023.

19 See Memorandum, ‘“‘Initiation of Scope
Inquiries on Wheel Studs,” dated January 22, 2024.

20 Commerce is exercising its discretion under 19
CFR 351.309(c)(1)(ii) to alter the time limit for the
filing of case briefs.

21 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings,
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and
Service Final Rule).

22'We use the term “issue” here to describe an
argument that Commerce would normally address
in a comment of the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

Memorandum that will accompany the
final results in these CCRs. We request
that interested parties include footnotes
for relevant citations in the public
executive summary of each issue. Note
that Commerce has amended certain of
its requirements pertaining to the
service of documents in 19 CFR
351.303(f).23 An electronically filed
document must be received successfully
in its entirety by ACCESS by 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on the day on which it is
due.

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c), any
interested party may request a hearing
within 14 days of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register.2¢ Hearing
requests should contain the following
information: (1) the party’s name,
address, and telephone number; (2) the
number of participants; and (3) a list of
the issues to be discussed. Oral
presentations at the hearing will be
limited to issues raised in the briefs.25
If a request for a hearing is made,
Commerce intends to hold the hearing
at a time and date to be determined.
Parties should confirm the date and the
time of the hearing two days before the

scheduled date.
Final Results of CCRs

Unless extended, consistent with 19
CFR 351.216(e), Commerce intends to
issue the final results of these CCRs no
later than 270 days after the date on
which these reviews were initiated or 45
days if all parties agree to the
preliminary results. If, in the final
results of these reviews, we continue to
determine that changed circumstances
warrant the revocation of the Orders, in
part, we will instruct U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) to liquidate
without regard to antidumping or
countervailing duties, and to refund any
estimated antidumping and
countervailing duties deposited on all
unliquidated entries of the merchandise
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after January 1,
2022, that are covered by the revocation
in part. The current requirement for
cash deposits of estimated antidumping
or countervailing duties on all entries of
subject merchandise will continue
unless they are modified pursuant to the
final results of these changed CCRs.

Notification to Interested Parties

This notice of initiation and
preliminary results is published in
accordance with section 751(b)(1) of the

23 See APO and Service Final Rule.

24 Commerce is exercising its discretion under 19
CFR 351.310(c) to alter the time limit for requesting
a hearing.

25 See 19 CFR 351.310(c).

Act, 19 CFR 351.216(b)), and 19 CFR
351.221(c)(3)(ii).

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Ryan Majerus,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive

functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix I

The scope of the antidumping duty order
covers alloy and certain carbon steel
threaded rod. Alloy and certain carbon steel
threaded rod are certain threaded rod, bar, or
studs, of carbon or alloy steel, having a solid,
circular cross section of any diameter, in any
straight length. Alloy and certain carbon steel
threaded rod are normally drawn, cold-
rolled, threaded, and straightened, or it may
be hot-rolled. In addition, the alloy and
certain carbon steel threaded rod, bar, or
studs subject to this order are non-headed
and threaded along greater than 25 percent of
their total actual length. A variety of finishes
or coatings, such as plain oil finish as a
temporary rust protectant, zinc coating (i.e.,
galvanized, whether by electroplating or hot-
dipping), paint, and other similar finishes
and coatings, may be applied to the
merchandise.

Alloy steel threaded rod is normally
produced to American Society for Testing
and Materials (ASTM) specifications A193
B7/B7m, A193 B16, A320 L7/L7m, A320 L43,
A354 BC and BD, and F1554 Grade 105.
Other specifications are Society of
Automotive Engineers (SAE) specification
1429 grades 5 and 8, International
Organization for Standardization (ISO)
specification 898 class 8.8 and 10.9, and
American Petroleum Institute (API)
specification 20E. Certain carbon steel
threaded rod is normally produced to ASTM
specification A449. All steel threaded rod
meeting the physical description set forth
above is covered by the scope of this order,
whether or not produced according to a
particular standard.

Subject merchandise includes material
matching the above description that has been
finished, assembled, or packaged in a third
country, including by cutting, chamfering,
coating, or painting the threaded rod, by
attaching the threaded rod to, or packaging it
with, another product, or any other finishing,
assembly, or packaging operation that would
not otherwise remove the merchandise from
the scope of the order if performed in the
country of manufacture of the threaded rod.

Alloy and certain carbon steel threaded rod
are also included in the scope of this order
whether or not imported attached to, or in
conjunction with, other parts and accessories
such as nuts and washers. If carbon and alloy
steel threaded rod are imported attached to,
or in conjunction with, such non-subject
merchandise, only the threaded rod is
included in the scope.

Excluded from the scope of this order are:
(1) Threaded rod, bar, or studs which are
threaded only on one or both ends and the
threading covers 25 percent or less of the
total actual length; and (2) stainless steel
threaded rod, defined as steel threaded rod
containing, by weight, 1.2 percent or less of
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carbon and 10.5 percent or more of
chromium, with or without other elements.

Excluded from the scope of the
antidumping order on steel threaded rod
from the People’s Republic of China is any
merchandise covered by the existing
antidumping order on certain steel threaded
rod from the People’s Republic of China. See
Certain Steel Threaded Rod from the People’s
Republic of China: Notice of Antidumping
Duty Order, 74 FR 17154 (April 14, 2009).

Specifically excluded from the scope of
this order is threaded rod that is imported as
part of a package of hardware in conjunction
with a ready-to-assemble piece of furniture.

Alloy and certain carbon steel threaded rod
are currently classifiable under subheadings
7318.15.5051, 7318.15.5056, and
7318.15.5090 of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS).
Subject merchandise may also enter under
subheading 7318.15.2095 and 7318.19.0000
of the HTSUS. The HTSUS subheadings are
provided for convenience and U.S. Customs
purposes only. The written description of the
scope is dispositive.

Appendix IT

The scope of the countervailing duty order
covers carbon and alloy steel threaded rod.
Steel threaded rod is certain threaded rod,
bar, or studs, of carbon or alloy steel, having
a solid, circular cross section of any
diameter, in any straight length. Steel
threaded rod is normally drawn, cold-rolled,
threaded, and straightened, or it may be hot-
rolled. In addition, the steel threaded rod,
bar, or studs subject to this order are non-
headed and threaded along greater than 25
percent of their total actual length. A variety
of finishes or coatings, such as plain oil
finish as a temporary rust protectant, zinc
coating (i.e., galvanized, whether by
electroplating or hot-dipping), paint, and
other similar finishes and coatings, may be
applied to the merchandise.

Steel threaded rod is normally produced to
American Society for Testing and Materials
(ASTM) specifications ASTM A36, ASTM
A193 B7/B7m, ASTM A193 B16, ASTM
A307, ASTM A320 L7/L7M, ASTM A320
L43, ASTM A354 BC and BD, ASTM A449,
ASTM F1554-36, ASTM F1554-55, ASTM
F1554 Grade 105, American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) specification
ASME B18.31.3, and American Petroleum
Institute (API) specification API 20E. All
steel threaded rod meeting the physical
description set forth above is covered by the
scope of this order, whether or not produced
according to a particular standard.

Subject merchandise includes material
matching the above description that has been
finished, assembled, or packaged in a third
country, including by cutting, chamfering,
coating, or painting the threaded rod, by
attaching the threaded rod to, or packaging it
with, another product, or any other finishing,
assembly, or packaging operation that would
not otherwise remove the merchandise from
the scope of this order if performed in the
country of manufacture of the threaded rod.

Carbon and alloy steel threaded rod are
also included in the scope of this order
whether or not imported attached to, or in
conjunction with, other parts and accessories

such as nuts and washers. If carbon and alloy
steel threaded rod are imported attached to,
or in conjunction with, such non-subject
merchandise, only the threaded rod is
included in the scope.

Excluded from the scope of this order are:
(1) Threaded rod, bar, or studs which are
threaded only on one or both ends and the
threading covers 25 percent or less of the
total actual length; and (2) stainless steel
threaded rod, defined as steel threaded rod
containing, by weight, 1.2 percent or less of
carbon and 10.5 percent or more of
chromium, with or without other elements.

Excluded from the scope of the
antidumping order on steel threaded rod
from the People’s Republic of China is any
merchandise covered by the existing
antidumping order on certain steel threaded
rod from the People’s Republic of China. See
Certain Steel Threaded Rod from the People’s
Republic of China: Notice of Antidumping
Duty Order, 74 FR 17154 (April 14, 2009).

Specifically excluded from the scope of
this order is threaded rod that is imported as
part of a package of hardware in conjunction
with a ready-to-assemble piece of furniture.

Steel threaded rod is currently classifiable
under subheadings 7318.15.5051,
7318.15.5056, and 7318.15.5090 of the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States (HTSUS). Subject merchandise may
also enter under subheading 7318.15.2095
and 7318.19.0000 of the HTSUS. The HTSUS
subheadings are provided for convenience
and U.S. Customs purposes only. The written
description of the scope is dispositive.

[FR Doc. 2024-23697 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-570-122]

Certain Corrosion Inhibitors From the
People’s Republic of China: Final
Results of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review, 2022-2023

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) determines that
companies in the People’s Republic of
China (China) made sales of subject
merchandise at less than normal value
(NV) during the period of review (POR)
March 1, 2022, through February 28,
2023.

DATES: Applicable October 15, 2024.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Hermes Pinilla or Dusten Hom, AD/CVD
Operations, Office I, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
(202) 482—-3477 and (202) 482—-5075,
respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On April 3, 2024, Commerce
published the Preliminary Results of
this review in the Federal Register and
invited interested parties to comment on
those results.! For a complete
description of the events that occurred
since the Preliminary Results, see the
Issues and Decision Memorandum.2
Commerce conducted this
administrative review in accordance
with section 751 of the Tariff Act of
1930, as amended (the Act).

Scope of the Order 3

The products covered by the Order
are certain corrosion inhibitors from
China. A complete description of the
scope of the Order is contained in the
Issues and Decision Memorandum.

China-Wide Entity

As stated in the Preliminary Results,
because no party requested a review of
the China-wide entity in this review, the
China-wide entity is not under review
and the China-wide entity’s rate, i.e.,
241.02 percent, is not subject to
change.*

Analysis of Comments Received

All issues raised in the case and
rebuttal briefs by parties in this
administrative review are addressed in
the Issues and Decision Memorandum
and are listed in the appendix to this
notice. The Issues and Decision
Memorandum is a public document and
is on file electronically via Enforcement
and Compliance’s Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Centralized
Electronic Service System (ACCESS).
ACCESS is available to registered users
at https://access.trade.gov. In addition, a
complete version of the Issues and
Decision Memorandum can be accessed
directly at https://access.trade.gov/
public/FRNoticesListLayout.aspx.

Changes Since the Preliminary Results

Based on the comments received, we
made no changes to the Preliminary

1 See Certain Corrosion Inhibitors from the
People’s Republic of China: Preliminary Results of
the Antidumping Duty Administrative Review;
2022-2023, 89 FR 20488 (April 3, 2024)
(Preliminary Results), and accompanying
Preliminary Decision Memorandum.

2 See Memorandum, “Issues and Decision
Memorandum for the Final Results of the 2022—
2023 Administrative Review of the Antidumping
Duty Order on Certain Corrosion Inhibitors from the
People’s Republic of China,” dated concurrently
with, and hereby adopted by, this notice (Issues and
Decision Memorandum).

3 See Certain Corrosion Inhibitors from the
People’s Republic of China: Antidumping Duty and
Countervailing Duty Orders, 86 FR 14869 (March
19, 2021) (Order).

4 See Preliminary Results, 89 FR at 22995.
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Results.5 For a more detailed discussion
of the issues raised by parties, see the
Issues and Decision Memorandum.

Rate for Non-Examined Separate Rate
Respondents

The statute and our regulations do not
address the establishment of a rate to be
assigned to respondents not selected for
individual examination when we limit
our examination of companies subject to
the administrative review pursuant to
section 777A(c)(2)(B) of the Act.
Generally, we look to section 735(c)(5)
of the Act, which provides instructions

for calculating the all-others rate in an
investigation, for guidance when
calculating the rate for respondents not
individually examined in an
administrative review. Under section
735(c)(5)(A) of the Act, the all-others
rate is normally ““an amount equal to the
weighted average of the estimated
weighted average dumping margins
established for exporters and producers
individually investigated, excluding any
zero and de minimis margins, and any
margins determined entirely {on the
basis of facts available}.” Accordingly,
in the final results of review, we are

assigning to the non-selected separate
rate respondents an estimated weighted-
average dumping margin based on the
average of Anhui Trust Chem Co., Ltd.’s,
and its affiliates (collectively Anhui),
and Nantong Botao Chemical Co., Ltd.’s
(Botao) rates weighted by their publicly
available ranged U.S. sales values.

Final Results of the Review

Commerce determines that the
following estimated weighted-average
dumping margins exist for the period
March 1, 2022, through February 28,
2023:

Weighted-average
Exporter dumping margin
(percent)
Anhui Trust Chem Co., Ltd.; Jiangsu Trust Chem Co., Ltd.; Nanjing Trust Chem Co., Ltd .......cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 11.58
NEETa (ol g ol =Te) e= ol 0 o =T 4o Toz= TN 0o JN I8 (o PSPPSR PPRPRN 8.27
Review-Specific Average Rate Applicable to the Following Companies

[C L) (o @y T=Tya oz B I 1) (T U P PR 10.49
Jiangyin Delian Chemical Co., Ltd ... 10.49
Kanghua ChemiCal Co., LEA ... .ooiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt ettt e e e bt e be e e s b e e sa e e eabeeeh e e e bt e aaeeeabeeeabeeabeeenbeesaeeenseees 10.49

Disclosure

Because we have not modified our
analysis to the Preliminary Results, we
are adopting the Preliminary Results as
the final results of this review.
Consequently, there are no new
calculations to disclose in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.224(b) for the final
results of review.

Assessment Rates

Pursuant to section 751(a)(2)(A) of the
Act, and 19 CFR 351.212(b)(1),
Commerce has determined, and U.S.
Customs and Border Protections (CBP)
shall assess, antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries of subject
merchandise in accordance with the
final results of this review. Pursuant to
19 CFR 351.212(b)(1), for Anhui and
Botao, we calculated importer-specific
ad valorem duty assessment rates based
on the ratio of the total amount of
dumping calculated for each importer’s
examined sales and the total entered
value of the sales in accordance with 19
CFR 351.212(b)(1). Where an importer-
specific assessment rate is de minimis
(i.e., less than 0.5 percent), the entries
by that importer will be liquidated
without regard to antidumping duties.

For all non-selected separate rate
applicants subject to this review, we
will instruct CBP to liquidate all entries
of subject merchandise that entered the
United States during the POR at the
average of the rates calculated for Anhui

5 See Preliminary Results.

and Botao as listed above. For entries of
subject merchandise during the POR
produced by Anhui and Botao for which
they did not know their merchandise
was destined for the United States, we
intend to instruct CBP to liquidate such
entries at the China-wide rate if there is
no rate for the intermediate company or
companies involved in the transaction.

Commerce intends to issue
assessment instructions to CBP no
earlier than 35 days after the date of
publication of the final results of this
review in the Federal Register. If a
timely summons is filed at the U.S.
Court of International Trade, the
assessment instructions will direct CBP
not to liquidate relevant entries until the
time for parties to file a request for a
statutory injunction has expired (i.e.,
within 90 days of publication).

Cash Deposit Requirements

The following cash deposit
requirements will be effective for all
shipments of the subject merchandise
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the
publication date of the final results of
this administrative review, as provided
by section 751(a)(2)(C) of the Act: (1) the
cash deposit rate for the companies
subject to this review will be the rate
established in these final results of the
review; (2) for previously investigated or
reviewed Chinese and non-Chinese
exporters not listed above that have
separate rates, the cash deposit rate will

6 See Order, 86 FR at 14871.

continue to be the exporter-specific rate
published for the most recently
completed segment of this proceeding in
which they were reviewed; (3) for all
Chinese exporters of subject
merchandise that have not been found
to be entitled to a separate rate, the cash
deposit rate will be equal to the
weighted-average dumping margin for
the China-wide entity (i.e., 241.02
percent); and (4) for all non-Chinese
exporters of subject merchandise which
have not received their own separate
rate, the cash deposit rate will be the
rate applicable to the Chinese
exporter(s) that supplied that non-
Chinese exporter.® These cash deposit
requirements, when imposed, shall
remain in effect until further notice.

Notification to Importers

This notice serves as a final reminder
to importers of their responsibility
under 19 CFR 351.402(f)(2) to file a
certificate regarding the reimbursement
of antidumping and/or countervailing
duties prior to liquidation of the
relevant entries during this POR. Failure
to comply with this requirement could
result in Commerce’s presumption that
reimbursement of antidumping and/or
countervailing duties has occurred and
the subsequent assessment of double
antidumping duties, and/or an increase
in the amount of antidumping duties by
the amount of countervailing duties.
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Administrative Protective Order (APO)

This notice also serves as a final
reminder to parties subject to an APO of
their responsibility concerning the
return or destruction of proprietary
information disclosed under APO in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3),
which continues to govern business
proprietary information in this segment
of the proceeding. Timely written
notification of the return or destruction
of APO materials or conversion to
judicial protective order is hereby
requested. Failure to comply with the
regulations and the terms of an APO is
a sanctionable violation.

Notification to Interested Parties

This determination is issued and
published in accordance with sections
751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act, and 19
CFR 351.221(b)(5).

Dated: October 4, 2024.
Ryan Majerus,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix

List of Topics Discussed in the Issues and
Decision Memorandum

I. Summary
II. Background
11 Scope of the Order
IV. Change Since the Preliminary Results
V. Discussion of the Issues
Comment 1: Whether Commerce Should
Revise the Preliminary Results To Select
Romania as the Primary Surrogate
Country
Comment 2: Whether Commerce Should
Use the Labor Wages From the Turkish
International Labor Organization
(ILOSTAT) To Value Labor
Comment 3: Whether Commerce’s
Application of the Cohen’s d Test to
Botao’s U.S. Sales Is Supported by Law
Comment 4: Whether Commerce Should
Offset Botao’s Calculated AD Margin by
the Double Remedy Pass Through
Subsidies Calculated in the Companion
Countervailing Duty (CVD) Proceeding
VI. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2024-23694 Filed 10—-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration

[C-557-831]

Crystalline Silicon Photovoltaic Cells,
Whether or Not Assembled Into
Modules, From Malaysia: Preliminary
Affirmative Countervailing Duty
Determination and Alignment of Final
Determination With Final Antidumping
Duty Determination

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily
determines that countervailable
subsidies are being provided to
producers and exporters of crystalline
silicon photovoltaic cells, whether or
not assembled into modules (solar
cells), from Malaysia. The period of
investigation is January 1, 2023, through
December 31, 2023. Interested parties
are invited to comment on this
preliminary determination.

DATES: Applicable October 15, 2024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Preston Cox or Scarlet Jaldin, AD/CVD
Operations, Office VI, Enforcement and
Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
(202) 482-5041 or (202) 482-4275,
respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

This preliminary determination is
made in accordance with section 703(b)
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(the Act). Commerce published the
notice of initiation of this investigation
on May 20, 2024.1 On July 3, 2024,
Commerce postponed the preliminary
determination of this investigation until
September 23, 2024.2 On July 22, 2024,
Commerce tolled certain deadlines in
this administrative proceeding by seven
days.3

1 See Crystalline Silicon Photovoltaic Cells,
Whether or Not Assembled into Modules, from
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam: Initiation of Countervailing
Duty Investigations, 89 FR 43816 (May 20, 2024)
(Initiation Notice).

2 See Crystalline Silicon Photovoltaic Cells,
Whether or Not Assembled into Modules, from
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam: Postponement of Preliminary
Determinations in the Countervailing Duty
Investigations, 89 FR 55231 (July 3, 2024).

3 See Memorandum, “Tolling of Deadlines for
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Proceedings,” dated July 22, 2024.

The deadline for the preliminary
determination is now September 30,
2024.

For a complete description of the
events that followed the initiation of
this investigation, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.# A list of topics
discussed in the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum is included as Appendix
II to this notice. The Preliminary
Decision Memorandum is a public
document and is on file electronically
via Enforcement and Compliance’s
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Centralized Electronic Service System
(ACCESS). ACCESS is available to
registered users at https://access.
trade.gov. In addition, a complete
version of the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum can be accessed directly
at https://access.trade.gov/public/
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx.

Scope of the Investigation

The product covered by this
investigation is solar cells from
Malaysia. For a complete description of
the scope of this investigation, see
Appendix L

Scope Comments

In accordance with the Preamble to
Commerce’s regulations,® the Initiation
Notice set aside a period of time for
parties to raise issues regarding product
coverage, (i.e., scope).¢ We received
several comments concerning the scope
of this investigation, as well as in the
companion less-than-fair-value (LTFV)
and countervailing duty (CVD)
investigations of solar cells, as it
appeared in the Initiation Notice. We
are currently evaluating the scope
comments filed by interested parties.
We intend to issue our preliminary
decision regarding the scope of the
LTFV and CVD investigations in the
preliminary determinations of the
companion LTFV investigations, the
deadline for which is November 27,
2024.” We will incorporate the scope
decisions from the LTFV investigations
into the scope of the final CVD
determination for this investigation after

4 See Memorandum, ‘‘Decision Memorandum for
the Preliminary Affirmative Determination in the
Countervailing Duty Investigation of Crystalline
Silicon Photovoltaic Cells, Whether or Not
Assembled into Modules, from Malaysia,” dated
concurrently with, and hereby adopted by, this
notice (Preliminary Decision Memorandum).

5 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties,
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997).

6 See Initiation Notice.

7 See Crystalline Silicon Photovoltaic Cells,
Whether or Not Assembled Into Modules, from
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam: Postponement of Preliminary
Determinations in the Less-Than Fair-Value
Investigations, 89 FR 77473 (September 23, 2024)
(LTFV Preliminary Postponement).
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considering any relevant comments
submitted in scope case and rebuttal
briefs.s

Methodology

Commerce is conducting this
investigation in accordance with section
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy
programs found countervailable,
Commerce preliminarily determines
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial
contribution by an “authority” that
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient,
and that the subsidy is specific.? For a
full description of the methodology
underlying our preliminary
determination, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.

In making these findings, Commerce
relied, in part, on facts available and,
because it finds that one or more
respondents did not act to the best of
their ability to respond to Commerce’s
requests for information, it drew an
adverse inference, where appropriate, in
selecting from among the facts
otherwise available.10 For further
information, see the “Use of Facts
Otherwise Available and Adverse
Inferences” section in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.

Alignment

In accordance with section 705(a)(1)
of the Act and 19 CFR 351.210(b)(4),
Commerce is aligning the final
determination in this investigation with
the final determination in the
companion LTFV investigation of solar
cells from Malaysia based on a request
made by the petitioner.?* Consequently,
the final CVD determination will be

issued on the same date as the final
LTFV determination, which is currently
scheduled to be issued no later than
February 10, 2025.12

All-Others Rate

Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of
the Act provide that in the preliminary
determination, Commerce shall
determine an estimated all-others rate
for companies not individually
examined. This rate shall be an amount
equal to the weighted average of the
estimated subsidy rates established for
those companies individually
examined, excluding any zero and de
minimis rates and any rates based
entirely under section 776 of the Act.

In this investigation, Commerce
calculated individual estimated
countervailable subsidy rates for
Hanwha Q CELLS Malaysia Sdn. Bhd.
(Hanwha Q CELLS) and Jinko Solar
Technology Sdn Bhd (Jinko Solar) that
are not zero, de minimis, or based
entirely on facts otherwise available.
However, because publicly ranged sales
values for all mandatory respondents
are not on the record of this
investigation, for the preliminary
determination, we are unable to weight
average the subsidy rates of Hanwha Q
CELLS and Jinko Solar derive an
estimated all-others rate for companies
not individually examined. Therefore,
we calculated a simple average of the
subsidy rates calculated for Hanwha Q
CELLS and Jinko Solar for application to
the all-others rate.

Rate for Non-Responsive Companies

Three exporters and/or producers of
solar cells from Malaysia (Baojia New
Energy, Pax Union Resources SDN BHD,
and SunMax Energy SDN BHD,
collectively, the non-responsive
companies) did not respond to
Commerce’s quantity and value (Q&V)
questionnaire. We find that, by not
responding to the Q&V questionnaire,
these companies withheld requested
information and significantly impeded
this proceeding. Thus, in reaching our
preliminary determination, pursuant
sections 776(a)(2)(A) and (C) of the Act,
we are basing the CVD subsidy rate for
the non-responsive companies on facts
otherwise available.

In addition, we preliminary determine
that an adverse inference is warranted,
pursuant to section 776(b) of the Act. By
failing to submit responses to
Commerce’s Q&V questionnaire, these
companies did not cooperate to the best
of their ability in this investigation.
Accordingly, we preliminarily find that
an adverse inference is warranted to
ensure that the non-responsive
companies will not obtain a more
favorable result than had they fully
complied with our request for
information. For more information on
the application of adverse facts
available, see “Use of Facts Otherwise
Available and Adverse Inferences” in
the Preliminary Decision Memorandum.

Preliminary Determination

Commerce preliminarily determines
that the following estimated
countervailable subsidy rates exist:

Subsidy rate
Company (percent ad
valorem)

Hanwha Q CELLS Malaysia SAN. BRd .........cciiiiiiiii e e s e s 14.72
Jinko Solar Technology Sdn Bhd and its cross-owned companies: Jinko Solar (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. and Omega Solar Sdn. Bhd 3.47
LS E= YT B L= =T (o PP *123.94
Pax Union ReSOUICES SDIN BHD .........ociiiiiiiiiiiiee sttt sttt e e e r e e st h e n e e b e e st e b e e e e e bt e e e nr e e e e sreesnenne e e ennennnenns *123.94
SunNMax ENergy SDIN BHD ... e e e R e e e e *123.94
F YL g T=T € TR PP OPPPRORIN 9.13

* Rate based on facts available with adverse inferences.

Suspension of Liquidation

In accordance with section
703(d)(1)(B) and (d)(2) of the Act,
Commerce will direct U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) to suspend
liquidation of entries of subject

8The deadline for interested parties to submit
scope case and rebuttal briefs will be established in
the preliminary scope decision memorandum.

9 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act
regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E)

merchandise as described in Appendix
I of this notice entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse, for consumption on or
after the date of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register. Further,
pursuant to 19 CFR 351.205(d),

of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of
the Act regarding specificity.

10 See sections 776(a) and (b) of the Act.

11 See Petitioner’s Letter, “Request to Align
Countervailing Duty Investigation Final

Commerce will instruct CBP to require
a cash deposit equal to the rates
indicated above.

Disclosure

Commerce intends to disclose its
calculations and analysis performed in

Determinations with Antidumping Duty
Investigation Final Determinations,” dated
September 23, 2024.

12 See LTFV Preliminary Postponement.
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this preliminary determination to
interested parties within five days of its
public announcement of the preliminary
determination, or if there is no public
announcement, within five days of the
date of publication of this notice in the
Federal Register, in accordance with 19
CFR 351.224(b).

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e),
Commerce will analyze and, if
appropriate, correct any timely
allegations of significant ministerial
errors by amending the preliminary
determination. However, consistent
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will
not consider incomplete allegations that
do not address the significance standard
under 19 CFR 351.224(g), following the
preliminary determination. Instead,
Commerce will address such allegations
in the final determination together with
issues raised in the case briefs or other
written comments.

Verification

As provided in section 782(i)(1) of the
Act, Commerce intends to verify the
information relied upon in making its
final determination.

Public Comment

All interested parties will have the
opportunity to submit scope case and
rebuttal briefs on the preliminary
decision regarding the scope of the CVD
and LTFV investigations. The deadlines
to submit scope case and rebuttal briefs
will be provided in the preliminary
scope decision memorandum. For all
scope case and rebuttal briefs, parties
must file identical documents
simultaneously on the records of the
ongoing CVD and LTFV investigations.
No new factual information or business
proprietary information may be
included in either scope case or rebuttal
briefs.

Case briefs or other written comments
not related to the scope of this
investigation may be submitted to the
Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance no later than seven days
after the date on which the last
verification report is issued in this
investigation. A timeline for the
submission of case briefs and written
comments will be notified to interested
parties at a later date. Rebuttal briefs,
limited to issues raised in the case
briefs, may be filed not later than five
days after the date for filing case
briefs.13 Interested parties who submit
case briefs or rebuttal briefs in this
proceeding must submit: (1) a table of

13 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings,
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and
Service Final Rule).

contents listing each issue; and (2) a
table of authorities.14

As provided under 19 CFR
351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2), in prior
proceedings we have encouraged
interested parties to provide an
executive summary of their brief that
should be limited to five pages total,
including footnotes. In this
investigation, we instead request that
interested parties provide at the
beginning of their briefs a public,
executive summary for each issue raised
in their briefs.15 Further, we request that
interested parties limit their public,
executive summary of each issue to no
more than 450 words, not including
citations. We intend to use the public,
executive summaries as the basis of the
comment summaries included in the
issues and decision memorandum that
will accompany the final determination
in this investigation. We request that
interested parties include footnotes for
relevant citations in the public,
executive summary of each issue. Note
that Commerce has amended certain of
its requirements pertaining to the
service of documents in 19 CFR
351.303(f).16

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c),
interested parties who wish to request a
hearing, limited to issues raised in the
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a
written request to the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance, U.S. Department of
Commerce within 30 days after the date
of publication of this notice in the
Federal Register. Requests should
contain the party’s name, address, and
telephone number, the number of
participants, whether any participant is
a foreign national, and a list of the
issues to be discussed. If a request for
a hearing is made, Commerce intends to
hold the hearing at a time and date to
be determined. Parties should confirm
by telephone the date, time, and
location of the hearing two days before
the scheduled date.

U.S. International Trade Commission
Notification

In accordance with section 703(f) of
the Act, Commerce will notify the U.S.
International Trade Commission (ITC) of
its determination. If the final
determination is affirmative, the ITC
will determine before the later of 120
days after the date of this preliminary
determination or 45 days after the final
determination whether imports of solar

14 See 19 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2).

15We use the term “issue” here to describe an
argument that Commerce would normally address
in a comment of the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

16 See APO and Service Final Rule.

cells from Malaysia are materially
injuring, or threaten material injury to,
the U.S. industry.

Notification to Interested Parties

This determination is issued and
published pursuant to sections 703(f)
and 777(i) of the Act and 19 CFR
351.205(c).

Dated: September 30, 2024.
Ryan Majerus,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix I

Scope of the Investigation

The merchandise covered by this
investigation is crystalline silicon
photovoltaic cells, and modules, laminates,
and panels, consisting of crystalline silicon
photovoltaic cells, whether or not partially or
fully assembled into other products,
including, but not limited to, modules,
laminates, panels and building integrated
materials.

This investigation covers crystalline silicon
photovoltaic cells of thickness equal to or
greater than 20 micrometers, having a p/n
junction formed by any means, whether or
not the cell has undergone other processing,
including, but not limited to, cleaning,
etching, coating, and/or addition of materials
(including, but not limited to, metallization
and conductor patterns) to collect and
forward the electricity that is generated by
the cell.

Merchandise under consideration may be
described at the time of importation as parts
for final finished products that are assembled
after importation, including, but not limited
to, modules, laminates, panels, building-
integrated modules, building-integrated
panels, or other finished goods kits. Such
parts that otherwise meet the definition of
merchandise under consideration are
included in the scope of the investigation.

Excluded from the scope of the
investigation are thin film photovoltaic
products produced from amorphous silicon
(a-Si), cadmium telluride (CdTe), or copper
indium gallium selenide (CIGS).

Also excluded from the scope of the
investigation are crystalline silicon
photovoltaic cells, not exceeding 10,000 mm?
in surface area, that are permanently
integrated into a consumer good whose
function is other than power generation and
that consumes the electricity generated by
the integrated crystalline silicon photovoltaic
cell. Where more than one cell is
permanently integrated into a consumer
good, the surface area for purposes of this
exclusion shall be the total combined surface
area of all cells that are integrated into the
consumer good.

Additionally, excluded from the scope of
the investigation are panels with surface area
from 3,450 mm?2 to 33,782 mm? with one
black wire and one red wire (each of type 22
AWG or 24 AWG not more than 206 mm in
length when measured from panel extrusion),
and not exceeding 2.9 volts, 1.1 amps, and
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3.19 watts. For the purposes of this
exclusion, no panel shall contain an internal

battery or external computer peripheral ports.

Also excluded from the scope of the
investigation are:

(1) Off grid CSPV panels in rigid form with
a glass cover, with the following
characteristics: (A) a total power output of
100 watts or less per panel; (B) a maximum
surface area of 8,000 cm? per panel; (C) do
not include a built-in inverter; (D) must
include a permanently connected wire that
terminates in either an 8 mm male barrel
connector, or a two-port rectangular
connector with two pins in square housings
of different colors; (E) must include visible
parallel grid collector metallic wire lines
every 1-4 millimeters across each solar cell;
and (F) must be in individual retail
packaging (for purposes of this provision,
retail packaging typically includes graphics,
the product name, its description and/or
features, and foam for transport); and

(2) Off grid CSPV panels without a glass
cover, with the following characteristics: (A)
a total power output of 100 watts or less per
panel; (B) a maximum surface area of 8,000
cm? per panel; (C) do not include a built-in
inverter; (D) must include visible parallel
grid collector metallic wire lines every 1-4
millimeters across each solar cell; and (E)
each panel is (1) permanently integrated into
a consumer good; (2) encased in a laminated
material without stitching, or (3) has all of
the following characteristics: (i) the panel is
encased in sewn fabric with visible stitching,
(ii) includes a mesh zippered storage pocket,
and (iii) includes a permanently attached
wire that terminates in a female USB-A
connector.

In addition, the following CSPV panels are
excluded from the scope of the investigation:
off-grid CSPV panels in rigid form with a
glass cover, with each of the following
physical characteristics, whether or not
assembled into a fully completed off-grid
hydropanel whose function is conversion of
water vapor into liquid water: (A) a total
power output of no more than 80 watts per
panel; (B) a surface area of less than 5,000
square centimeters (cm2) per panel; (C) do
not include a built-in inverter; (D) do not
have a frame around the edges of the panel;
(E) include a clear glass back panel; and (F)
must include a permanently connected wire
that terminates in a twoport rectangular
connector.

Additionally excluded from the scope of
this investigation are off-grid small portable
crystalline silicon photovoltaic panels, with
or without a glass cover, with the following
characteristics: (1) a total power output of
200 watts or less per panel; (2) a maximum
surface area of 16,000 cm? per panel; (3) no
built-in inverter; (4) an integrated handle or
a handle attached to the package for ease of
carry; (5) one or more integrated kickstands
for easy installation or angle adjustment; and
(6) a wire of not less than 3 meters either
permanently connected or attached to the
package that terminates in an 8 mm diameter
male barrel connector.

Also excluded from the scope of this
investigation are off-grid crystalline silicon
photovoltaic panels in rigid form with a glass
cover, with each of the following physical

characteristics, whether or not assembled
into a fully completed off-grid hydropanel
whose function is conversion of water vapor
into liquid water: (A) a total power output of
no more than 180 watts per panel at 155
degrees Celsius; (B) a surface area of less than
16,000 square centimeters (cm2) per panel;
(C) include a keep-out area of approximately
1,200 cm? around the edges of the panel that
does not contain solar cells; (D) do not
include a built-in inverter; (E) do not have a
frame around the edges of the panel; (F)
include a clear glass back panel; (G) must
include a permanently connected wire that
terminates in a two-port rounded rectangular,
sealed connector; (H) include a thermistor
installed into the permanently connected
wire before the twoport connector; and (I)
include exposed positive and negative
terminals at opposite ends of the panel, not
enclosed in a junction box.

Modules, laminates, and panels produced
in a third-country from cells produced in a
subject country are covered by the
investigation; however, modules, laminates,
and panels produced in a subject country
from cells produced in a third-country are
not covered by the investigation.

Also excluded from the scope of this
investigation are all products covered by the
scope of the antidumping and countervailing
duty orders on Crystalline Silicon
Photovoltaic Cells, Whether or Not
Assembled into Modules, from the People’s
Republic of China: Amended Final
Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair
Value, and Antidumping Duty Order, 77 FR
73018 (December 7, 2012); and Crystalline
Silicon Photovoltaic Cells, Whether or Not
Assembled into Modules, from the People’s
Republic of China: Countervailing Duty
Order, 77 FR 73017 (December 7, 2012).

Merchandise covered by the investigation
is currently classified in the Harmonized
Tariff System of the United States (HTSUS)
under subheadings 8541.42.0010 and
8541.43.0010. Imports of the subject
merchandise may enter under HTSUS
subheadings 8501.71.0000, 8501.72.1000,
8501.72.2000, 8501.72.3000, 8501.72.9000,
8501.80.1000, 8501.80.2000, 8501.80.3000,
8501.80.9000, 8507.20.8010, 8507.20.8031,
8507.20.8041, 8507.20.8061, and
8507.20.8091. These HTSUS subheadings are
provided for convenience and customs
purposes; the written description of the
scope of the investigation is dispositive.

Appendix IT

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum

I. Summary

II. Background

III. Scope Comments

IV. Injury Test

V. Use of Facts Available and Adverse
Inferences

VI. Subsidies Valuation Information

VII. Benchmarks and Interest Rates

VIIL. Analysis of Programs

IX. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 202423678 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

District Export Council Nomination
Opportunity

AGENCY: International Trade
Administration, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of opportunity for
appointment to serve as a District
Export Council member.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
is currently seeking nominations of
individuals for consideration for
appointment by the Secretary of
Commerce to serve as members of the
newly established New Mexico District
Export Council (DEC). DECs are closely
affiliated with the U.S. Export
Assistance Centers (USEACs) of the U.S.
and Foreign Commercial Service
(US&FCS), which is part of the Global
Markets unit within the International
Trade Administration, and play a key
role in the planning and coordination of
export activities in their communities.
DATES: Nominations for individuals will
be accepted through October 15, 2024.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Please contact Indalecio Vallejos,
Director of the New Mexico USEAC for
more information on the DEC and the
nomination process. Mr. Vallejos can be
reached by email Indalecio.vallejos@
trade.gov. For general program
information, contact Laura Barmby,
District Export Council Program
Manager, US&FCS, at (202) 482—2675.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: District
Export Councils support the mission of
US&FCS by facilitating the development
of an effective local export assistance
network, supporting the expansion of
export opportunities for local U.S.
companies, serving as a communication
link between the business community
and US&FCS, and assisting in
coordinating the activities of trade
assistance partners to leverage available
resources. Individuals appointed to a
DEC become part of a select corps of
trade professionals dedicated to
providing international trade leadership
and guidance to the local business
community and assistance to the
Department of Commerce on export
development issues. DEC members are
volunteers. DEC members are not
special government employees. DEC
members receive no compensation for
their participation in DEC activities or
reimbursement for travel and other
personal expenses.

Nomination Process: The DEC has a
maximum membership of 35. All
appointments will be effectively
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immediately. Approximately half of the
positions open on the DEC will be
appointed to a term ending December
31, 2025, and the remainder for the term
ending December 31, 2027. The online
nomination form is available at https://
app.keysurvey.com/f/41751734/3f30/.

All potential nominees must complete
the online nomination form linked
above and consent to sharing of the
information on that form, if appointed,
with other DEC members, relevant
government agencies and private sector
organizations with a focus on trade.
Interested individuals are highly
encouraged to reach out to the local
USEAC Director to learn more about the
DEC and to begin the application
process as soon as possible.

Eligibility and Appointment Criteria:
Appointment is based upon an
individual’s international trade
leadership in the local community,
ability to influence the local
environment for exporting, knowledge
of day-to-day international operations,
interest in export development, and
willingness and ability to devote time to
DEC activities. Members must be
employed as exporters or export service
providers or in a profession which
supports U.S. export promotion efforts.
DEC member appointments are made
without regard to political affiliation.
DEC membership is open to U.S.
citizens and permanent residents of the
United States. As representatives of the
local exporting community, DEC
Members must reside in, or conduct the
majority of their work in, the territory
that the DEC covers. DEC membership is
not open to federal government
employees. Individuals representing
foreign governments, including
individuals registered with the
Department of Justice under the Foreign
Agents Registration Act, must disclose
such representation and may be
disqualified if the Department
determines that such representation is
likely to impact the ability to carry out
the duties of a DEC member or raise an
appearance issue for the Department.

Selection Process: Nominations of
individuals who have applied for DEC
membership will be forwarded to the
local USEAC Director for the Director’s
consideration. The local USEAC
Director ensures that all nominees meet
the membership criteria. The local
USEAC Director then evaluates all
nominees to determine their interest,
commitment, and qualifications. In
reviewing nominees, the local USEAC
Director strives to ensure a balance
among exporters from a manufacturing
or service industry and export service
providers. A fair representation should
be considered from companies and

organizations that support exporters,
representatives of local and state
government, and trade organizations
and associations. Membership should
reflect the diversity of the local business
community, encompass a broad range of
business and industry sectors, and be
distributed geographically across the
DEC service area, and where possible,
the Department of Commerce will also
consider the ethnic, racial, and gender
diversity and various abilities of the
United States population.

The local USEAC Director determines
which nominees to forward to the
US&FCS Office of U.S. Field for further
consideration for recommendation to
the Secretary of Commerce. A
candidate’s background and character
are pertinent to determining suitability
and eligibility for DEC membership.
Since DEC appointments are made by
the Secretary, the Department must
make a suitability determination for all
DEC nominees. After completion of a
vetting process, the Secretary selects
nominees for appointment to the local
DEC. DEC members are appointed by
and serve at the pleasure of the
Secretary of Commerce.

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 1512 and 4721.

Laura Barmby,

District Export Council Program Manager.
[FR Doc. 2024-23762 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-FP-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration
[A-570-920]

Lightweight Thermal Paper From the
People’s Republic of China: Final
Results of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review; 2022-2023

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) determines that
certain companies subject to the
administrative review of the
antidumping duty order on lightweight
thermal paper (paper) from the People’s
Republic of China (China), are not
eligible for separate rates and are,
therefore, part of the China-wide entity.
The period of review (POR) is November
1, 2022, through October 31, 2023.
DATES: Applicable October 15, 2024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Alex
Cipolla, AD/CVD Operations, Office III,
Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,

U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401

Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—4956.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

On June 18, 2024, Commerce
published the preliminary results of the
2022-2023 administrative review of the
antidumping duty order? on lightweight
thermal paper from China in the Federal
Register and invited interested parties
to comment.2 We received no comments
from interested parties on the
Preliminary Results, and we have made
no changes to the Preliminary Results.
Accordingly, there is no decision
memorandum accompanying this notice
and the final results are unchanged from
the Preliminary Results. Commerce
conducted this administrative review in
accordance with section 751(a) of the
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (the Act).

Scope of the Order

The products covered by this Order
includes certain lightweight thermal
paper, which is thermal paper with a
basis weight of 70 grams per square
meter (g/m2) (with a tolerance of +4.0 g/
m2) or less; irrespective of dimensions; 3
with or without a base coat* on one or
both sides; with thermal active
coating(s) 5 on one or both sides that is
a mixture of the dye and the developer
that react and form an image when heat
is applied; with or without a top coat; ®
and without an adhesive backing.
Certain lightweight thermal paper is
typically (but not exclusively) used in
point-of-sale applications such as ATM
receipts, credit card receipts, gas pump
receipts, and retail store receipts. The
merchandise subject to this order may
be classified in the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS)

1 See Antidumping Duty Orders: Lightweight
Thermal Paper from Germany and the People’s
Republic of China, 73 FR 70959 (November 24,
2008) (Order).

2 See Lightweight Thermal Paper from the
People’s Republic of China: Preliminary Results of
Antidumping Duty Administrative Review; 2022-
2023, 89 FR 51499 (June 18, 2024) (Preliminary
Results).

3LWTP is typically produced in jumbo rolls that
are slit to the specifications of the converting
equipment and then converted into finished slit
rolls. Both jumbo and converted rolls (as well as
LWTP in any other form, presentation, or
dimension) are covered by the scope of these
orders.

4 A base coat, when applied, is typically made of
clay and/or latex and like materials and is intended
to cover the rough surface of the paper substrate
and to provide insulating value.

5 A thermal active coating is typically made of
sensitizer, dye, and co-reactant.

6 A top coat, when applied, is typically made of
polyvinyl acetone, polyvinyl alcohol, and/or like
materials and is intended to provide environmental
protection, an improved surface for press printing,
and/or wear protection for the thermal print head.
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under subheadings 3703.10.60,
4811.59.20, 4811.90.8040, 4811.90.9090,
4820.10.20, 4823.40.00, 4811.90.8030,
4811.90.8050, 4811.90.9030, and
4811.90.9050.7 8 Although HTSUS
subheadings are provided for
convenience and customs purposes, the
written description of the scope of this
Order is dispositive.

Final Results of Review

Because we received no comments,
we made no changes from the
Preliminary Results. We continue to
find that: (1) Guangdong Guanhao High-
Tech (Guangdong Guanhao); (2)
Guangdong Polygon New Materials
(Guangdong Polygon); (3) and Henan
Jianghe Paper (Henan Jianghe) did not
file separate rate applications or
certifications and, thus, did not
demonstrate their eligibility for separate
rate status and, therefore, are part of the
China-wide entity. As stated in the
Preliminary Results, no party requested
a review of the China-wide entity.?
Moreover, we did not self-initiate a
review of the China-wide entity.
Because no review of the China-wide
entity is being conducted, the China-
wide entity’s entries are not subject to
the review, and the weighted-average
dumping margin for the China-wide
entity (i.e., 115.29 percent) is not subject
to change.10

Disclosure

Normally, Commerce discloses to
interested parties the calculations of the
final results of an administrative review
within five days of a public
announcement or, if there is no public
announcement, within five days of the
date of publication of the notice of final
results in the Federal Register, in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.224(b).
However, because we have made no
changes from the Preliminary Results,
there are no calculations to disclose.

7HTSUS subheading 4811.90.8000 was a
classification used for LWTP until January 1, 2007.
Effective that date, subheading 4811.90.8000 was
replaced with 4811.90.8020 (for gift wrap, a non-
subject product) and 4811.90.8040 (for “‘other”
including LWTP). HTSUS subheading 4811.90.9000
was a classification for LWTP until July 1, 2005.
Effective that date, subheading 4811.90.9000 was
replaced with 4811.90.9010 (for tissue paper, a non-
subject product) and 4811.90.9090 (for “other,”
including LWTP).

8 As of January 1, 2009, the ITC deleted HTSUS
subheadings 4811.90.8040 and 4811.90.9090 and
added HTSUS subheadings 4811.90.8030,
4811.90.8050, 4811.90.9030, and 4811.90.9050 to
the HTSUS (2009). See Harmonized Tariff Schedule
of the United States (2009), available at https://
www.usitc.gov. These HTSUS subheadings were
added to the scope of the order in lightweight
thermal paper’s LTFV investigation.

9 See Preliminary Results, 89 FR at 51500.

10 See Order, 73 FR at 70959.

Assessment

Consistent with section 751(a)(2)(C) of
the Act and 19 CFR 351.212(b), upon
completion of the administrative
review, Commerce shall determine, and
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) shall assess, antidumping duties
on all appropriate entries of subject
merchandise covered this review.
Because Commerce finds the three
companies subject to this review,
Guangdong Guanhao, Guangdong
Polygon, and Henan Jianghe are part of
the China-wide entity in the final
results, Commerce will instruct CBP to
liquidate entries containing subject
merchandise exported by the companies
under review at the China-wide entity
rate of 115.29 percent.

Commerce intends to issue
assessment instructions to CBP no
earlier than 35 days after the date of
publication of the final results of this
review in the Federal Register. If a
timely summons is filed at the U.S.
Court of International Trade, the
assessment instructions will direct CBP
not to liquidate relevant entries until the
time for parties to file a request for a
statutory injunction has expired (i.e.,
within 90 days of publication).

Cash Deposit Requirements

The following cash deposit
requirements will be effective for all
shipments of the subject merchandise
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the date of
publication as provided for by section
751(a)(2)(C) of the Act: (1) for previously
investigated or reviewed Chinese and
non-Chinese exporters for which a
review was not requested and that
received a separate rate in a prior
segment of this proceeding, the cash
deposit rate will continue to be the
existing exporter-specific rate; (2) for all
Chinese exporters of subject
merchandise that have not been found
to be entitled to a separate rate, the cash
deposit rate will be the rate for the
China-wide entity (115.29 percent); 11
and (3) for all non-Chinese exporters of
subject merchandise that have not
received their own rate, the cash deposit
rate will be the rate applicable to the
Chinese exporter that supplied that non-
Chinese exporter. These cash deposit
requirements, when imposed, shall
remain in effect until further notice.

Notification to Importers

This notice serves as a final reminder
to importers of their responsibility
under 19 CFR 351.402(f)(2) to file a
certificate regarding the reimbursement
of antidumping duties prior to

11 See Order, 73 FR at 70959.

liquidation of the relevant entries
during the POR. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in
Commerce’s presumption that
reimbursement of antidumping duties
occurred and the subsequent assessment
of double antidumping duties.

Notification to Interested Parties

Commerce is issuing and publishing
the final results of this review in
accordance with sections 751(a)(1) and
777(1)(1) of the Act, and 19 CFR
351.221(b)(5).

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Ryan Majerus,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.
[FR Doc. 2024-23696 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-533-887]

Carbon and Alloy Steel Threaded Rod
From India: Final Results of
Antidumping Duty Administrative
Review, and Partial Rescission; 2022—-
2023

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) determines that
carbon and alloy steel threaded rod
(steel threaded rod) from India was sold
in the United States at below normal
value during the period of review (POR),
April 1, 2022, through March 31, 2023.
Further, we are rescinding this review
with respect to 83 companies.

DATES: Applicable October 15, 2024.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kabir Archuletta or Samuel Frost, AD/
CVD Operations, Office V, Enforcement
and Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
(202) 482-2593 or (202) 482-8180,
respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

This administrative review covers 29
companies. Commerce selected two

1We initiated this administrative review with
respect to 112 companies. See Initiation of
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Administrative Reviews, 88 FR 38021 (June 12,
2023). However, we are rescinding this review for
83 companies that did not have reviewable entries
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respondents for individual examination,
Mangal Steel Enterprises Limited
(Mangal) and Shree Luxmi Fasteners/
The Emerging Impex (SLF/TEI).2

On May 6, 2024, Commerce published
the Preliminary Results of this
administrative review and invited
interested parties to comment on the
Preliminary Results.? On June 5, 2024,
we received a timely-filed case brief
from Sigma Piping Products (2019), LLC
(Sigma), a U.S. importer of subject
merchandise,? and on June 10, 2024, we
received a timely-filed rebuttal brief
from Vulcan Threaded Products, Inc.
(the petitioner).5

On July 22, 2024, Commerce tolled
certain deadlines in this administrative
proceeding by seven days.® Thereafter,
Commerce partially extended the
deadline for issuing the final results
until October 8, 2024.7 For a complete
description of the events that followed
the Preliminary Results, see the Issues
and Decision Memorandum.8

Commerce conducted this
administrative review in accordance
with section 751 of the Tariff Act of
1930, as amended (the Act).

Scope of the Order ©

The merchandise covered by the
scope of this Order is carbon and alloy

of subject merchandise during the POR. See
“Rescission of Administrative Review, in Part”
section below.

2 See Memorandum, ‘Respondent Selection,”
dated June 28, 2023. Commerce preliminarily
determined to treat Shree Luxmi Fasteners (SLF)
and its affiliate The Emerging Impex (TEI) as a
single entity for purposes of this review. Because
no parties commented on this preliminary decision,
for these final results Commerce continues to treat
these companies as a single entity. See Carbon and
Alloy Steel Threaded Rod from India: Preliminary
Results and Preliminary Rescission of Antidumping
Duty Administrative Review, in Part, 2022-2023, 89
FR 37174 (May 6, 2024) (Preliminary Results), and
accompanying Preliminary Decision Memorandum
(PDM).

31d.

4 See Sigma’s Letter, ““‘Sigma Comments on
Preliminary Results,” dated June 5, 2024 (Sigma’s
Case Brief).

5 See Petitioner’s Letter, “Rebuttal Brief,” dated
June 10, 2024 (Petitioner’s Rebuttal Brief).

6 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of Deadlines for
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Proceedings,” dated July 22, 2024.

7 See Memoranda, ‘“Extension of Deadline for
Final Results of Antidumping Duty Administrative
Review; 2022-23,” dated August 14, 2024; and
“Extension of Deadline for Final Results of
Antidumping Duty Administrative Review; 2022—
2023,” dated October 1, 2024.

8 See Memorandum, ‘“‘Issues and Decision
Memorandum for the Final Results of the
Antidumping Duty Administrative Review of
Carbon and Alloy Steel Threaded Rod from India;
2022-2023,” dated concurrently with, and hereby
adopted by, this notice (Issues and Decision
Memorandum).

9 See Carbon and Alloy Steel Threaded Rod from
India: Amended Final Determination of Sales at
Less Than Fair Value and Antidumping Duty Order,
85 FR 19925 (April 9, 2020) (Order).

steel threaded rod from India. A
complete description of the scope of the
Order is provided in the Issues and
Decision Memorandum.1°

Rescission of Administrative Review, in
Part

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.213(d)(3),
when there are no reviewable entries of
subject merchandise during the POR
subject to the antidumping duty order
for which liquidation is suspended,
Commerce may rescind an
administrative review, in whole or only
with respect to a particular exporter or
producer.1? At the end of the
administrative review, any suspended
entries are liquidated at the assessment
rate computed for the review period.12
Therefore, for an administrative review
to be conducted, there must be a
reviewable, suspended entry to be
liquidated at the newly calculated
assessment rate. In the Preliminary
Results, Commerce preliminarily
rescinded this review with respect to 83
companies because those companies
had no reviewable, suspended entries of
subject merchandise and invited parties
to comment.13 We received no
comments on our preliminary rescission
of the review with respect to these
companies. Accordingly, in the absence
of suspended entries of subject
merchandise during the POR for these
83 companies for which this review was
initiated, we are hereby rescinding this
administrative review, in part, with
respect to these companies, in
accordance with 19 CFR
351.213(d)(3).14

Analysis of Comments Received

All issues raised in the case and
rebuttal briefs are addressed in the
Issues and Decision Memorandum. A
list of the issues that parties raised and
to which we responded in the Issues
and Decision Memorandum is attached
to this notice at Appendix I. The Issues
and Decision Memorandum is a public
document and is made available to the
public via Enforcement and
Compliance’s Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Centralized
Electronic Service System (ACCESS).
ACCESS is available to registered users

10 See Issues and Decision Memorandum at
“Scope of the Order.”

11 See, e.g., Forged Steel Fittings from Taiwan:
Rescission of Antidumping Duty Administrative
Review; 2018-2019, 85 FR 71317, 71318 (November
9, 2020); see also Certain Circular Welded Non-
Alloy Steel Pipe from Mexico: Rescission of
Antidumping Duty Administrative Review; 2016-
2017, 83 FR 54084 (October 26, 2018).

12 See 19 CFR 351.212(b)(1).

13 See Preliminary Results, 89 FR at 37175-76.

14 Appendix III identifies all companies for which
we have rescinded this review.

at http://access.trade.gov. In addition, a
complete version of the Issues and
Decision Memorandum can be accessed
directly at https://access.trade.gov/
public/FRNoticesListLayout.aspx.

Changes Since the Preliminary Results

Based on a review of the record, we
made certain changes to the margin
calculations for these final results. For
a discussion of these changes, see the
Issues and Decision Memorandum.

Rate for Non-Examined Companies

The Act and Commerce’s regulations
do not address the establishment of a
rate to be applied to companies not
selected for examination when
Commerce limits its examination in an
administrative review pursuant to
section 777A(c)(2) of the Act. Generally,
Commerce looks to section 735(c)(5) of
the Act, which provides instructions for
calculating the all-others rate in a
market economy investigation, for
guidance when calculating the rate for
companies which were not selected for
individual examination in an
administrative review.

Under section 735(c)(5)(A) of the Act,
the all-others rate is normally “an
amount equal to the weighted average of
the estimated weighted-average
dumping margins established for
exporters and producers individually
investigated, excluding any zero and de
minimis margins, and any margins
determined entirely {on the basis of
facts available}.”

In this review, we have calculated
weighted-average dumping margins of
zero percent for Mangal and 10.94
percent for SLF/TEL Therefore, in
accordance with section 735(c)(5)(A) of
the Act, we are applying SLF/TEI’s
weighted average dumping margin of
10.94 percent to the non-examined
companies, because this is the only rate
that is not zero, de minimis, or based
entirely on facts available.

Final Results of the Review

Commerce determines that the
following estimated weighted-average
dumping margins exist during the
period April 1, 2022, through March 31,
2023:

Weighted-
average
Exporter/producer dumping
margin
(percent)
Mangal Steel Enterprises Limited 0.00
Shree Luxmi Fasteners/The
Emerging Impex .........ccccce..e. 10.94
Companies Not Selected for In-
dividual Review 15 ................... 10.94
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Disclosure

Commerce intends to disclose the
calculations performed in connection
with these final results to interested
parties within five days of any public
announcement or, if there is no public
announcement, within five days of the
date publication of the notice of final
results in the Federal Register.16

Assessment Rates

Pursuant to section 751(a)(2)(C) of the
Act and 19 CFR 351.212(b)(1),
Commerce shall determine, and U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
shall assess, antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries covered by this
review. Because the weighted-average
dumping margin for Mangal has been
determined to be zero percent, we
intend to instruct CBP to liquidate
Mangal’s entries without regard to
antidumping duties, in accordance with
19 CFR 351.106(c)(2).

SLF/TEI’s weighted average dumping
margin is not zero or de minimis (i.e.,
less than 0.5 percent). Therefore, we
calculated importer-specific assessment
rates based on the ratio of the total
dumping calculated for the examined
sales to the total entered value of the
sales. Where an importer-specific
assessment rate for SLF/TEI is either
zero or de minimis, we will instruct CBP
to liquidate the appropriate entries
without regard to antidumping duties.

In accordance with Commerce’s
“automatic assessment” practice, for
entries of subject merchandise during
the POR produced by Mangal or SLF/
TEI for which these companies did not
know that the merchandise was
destined for the United States, we will
instruct CBP to liquidate those entries at
the all-others rate established in the
original less-than-fair-value (LTFV)
investigation of 0.00 percent,?” if there
is no rate for the intermediate
company(ies) involved in the
transaction.® For the companies that
were not selected for individual
examination, we will instruct CBP to
liquidate entries at the rate established
in these final results of review.

For the companies for which this
review is rescinded with these final
results (see Appendix III), we will
instruct CBP to assess antidumping
duties on any suspended at a rate equal
to the cash deposit of estimated
antidumping duties required at the time

15 See Appendix II for a full list of these
companies.

16 See 19 CFR 351.224(b).

17 See Order, 85 FR at 19926.

18 See Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Proceedings: Assessment of Antidumping Duties, 68
FR 23954 (May 6, 2003).

of entry, or withdrawal from warehouse,
for consumption, during the POR, in
accordance with 19 CFR
351.212(c)(1)().

We intend to issue instructions to
CBP no earlier than 35 days after the
publication date of the final results of
this review in the Federal Register. If a
timely summons is filed at the U.S.
Court of International Trade, the
assessment instructions will direct CBP
not to liquidate relevant entries until the
time for parties to file a request for a
statutory injunction has expired (i.e.,
within 90 days of publication).

Cash Deposit Requirements

The following cash deposit
requirements will be effective for all
shipments of the subject merchandise
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the
publication date of these final results of
review in the Federal Register, as
provided by section 751(a)(2)(C) of the
Act: (1) the cash deposit rate for the
companies listed in these final results
will be equal to the weighted-average
dumping margin established in the final
results of this administrative review; (2)
for merchandise exported by producers
or exporters not covered in this review
but covered in a prior segment of the
proceeding, the cash deposit rate will
continue to be the company-specific rate
published for the most recently-
completed segment of this proceeding in
which they were reviewed; (3) if the
exporter is not a firm covered in this
review, a prior review, or the original
investigation but the producer is, then
the cash deposit rate will be the rate
established for the most recently
completed segment of this proceeding
for the producer of the merchandise;
and (4) the cash deposit rate for all other
producers or exporters will continue to
be 0.00 percent, the all-others rate
established in the LTFV investigation,
adjusted for the export-subsidy rate in
the companion countervailing duty
investigation.19 These cash deposit
requirements, when imposed, shall
remain in effect until further notice.

Notification to Importers

This notice serves as a final reminder
to importers of their responsibility
under 19 CFR 351.402(f)(2) to file a
certificate regarding the reimbursement
of antidumping duties prior to
liquidation of the relevant entries
during the POR. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in
Commerce’s presumption that
reimbursement of antidumping duties

19 See Order, 85 FR at 19926.

occurred and the subsequent assessment
of double antidumping duties.

Administrative Protective Order

This notice also serves as a final
reminder to parties subject to an
administrative protective order (APO) of
their responsibility concerning the
return or destruction of proprietary
information disclosed under APO in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3),
which continues to govern business
proprietary information in this segment
of the proceeding. Timely written
notification of the return or destruction
of APO materials, or conversion to
judicial protective order, is hereby
requested. Failure to comply with the
regulations and the terms of an APO is
a sanctionable violation.

Notification to Interested Parties

We are issuing and publishing this
notice in accordance with sections
751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act, and 19
CFR 351.213(h) and 351.221(b)(5).

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Ryan Majerus,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix I—List of Topics Discussed in
the Issues and Decision Memorandum

I. Summary

II. Background

I1I. Scope of the Order

IV. Changes Since the Preliminary Results
V. Discussion of the Issues

Comment 1: Whether Commerce Should
Redetermine the Cash Deposit Rate for
Kanika Exports (Kanika)

Comment 2: Whether Commerce Should
Use a Different Methodology To
Determine Kanika’s Dumping Margin

VI. Recommendation

Appendix II—List of Companies Not
Individually Examined

1. Aadi Shree Fastener Industries
2. Babu Exports

3. Bhansali Inc.

4. Chirag International

5. Everest Industrial Corporation
6. Fence Fixings

7. Fine Thread Form Industries
8. Ganpati Fastners Pvt., Ltd.

9. GDPA Fasteners

10. Goodgood Manufacturers

11. Idea Fasteners Pvt., Ltd.

12. Kanika Exp.

13. Kapson India

14. Kapurthala Industrial Corporation
15. Kova Fasteners Pvt., Ltd.

16. Maharaja International

17. Maya Enterprises

18. Nishant Steel Industries

19. Nuovo Fastenings Pvt., Ltd.
20. R A Exp

21. R K Fasteners (India)

22. Rods & Fixing Fasteners

23. S K Overseas
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24
25
26
27

Appendix III—List of Companies for

. Singhania International Ltd.
. The Technocrats Co.

. Viraj Profiles Ltd.

. Yogendra International

Which We Are Rescinding the
Administrative Review

. A H Enterprises

. Aanjaney Micro Engy Pvt., Ltd.

. Accurate Steel Forgings (I) Ltd.

. Alps Industries Ltd.

. Apex Thermocon Pvt., Ltd.

. Ash Hammer Union

. Astrotech Steels Pvt., Ltd.

. Atlantic Container Line Pvt., Ltd.

. Ats Exp. 07

. Atz Shipping Trade & Transport Pvt.

. BA Metal Processing

. Boston Exp. & Engineering Co.
. C.H.Robinson International (India)
. C.P.World Lines Pvt., Ltd.

. Century Distribution Systems Inc.
. Charu Enterprises

. Daksh Fasteners

. Dedicated Imp. & Exp. Co.

. Dhiraj Alloy & Stainless Steel
. Dsv Air and Sea Pvt., Ltd.

. Eastman Industries Ltd.

. Eos Precision

. ESL Steel Ltd

. Everest Exp.

. Farmparts Company

. Galorekart Marketplace Pvt., Ltd.
. Ganga Acrowools Ltd.

. Gateway Engineering Solution
. Gee Pee Overseas

. Geodis India Pvt., Ltd. (Indel)
. Jindal Steel And Power Ltd.

. JSW Steel Ltd.

. Kanchan Trading Co.

. Kanhaiya Lal Tandoor (P) Ltd.
. Karna International

. Kei Industries Ltd.

. King Exports

. Linit Exp. Pvt., Ltd.

. Mahajan Brothers

. Meenakshi India, Ltd.

. Metalink

. MKA Engineers And Exporters Pvt., Ltd.

. National Cutting Tools

. NJ Sourcing

. Noahs Ark International Exp.

. Oia Global India Pvt., Ltd.

. Otsusa India Pvt., Ltd.

. Paloma Turning Co. Pvt., Ltd.
. Patton International Ltd.

. Perfect Tools & Forgings

. Permali Wallace Pvt., Ltd.

. Polycab India Ltd.

. Pommada Hindustan Pvt., Ltd.
. Poona Forge Pvt., Ltd.

. Raajratna Ventures Ltd.

. Raashika Industries Pvt., Ltd.

. Rajpan Group

. Rambal Ltd.

. Randack Fasteners India Pvt., Ltd.
. Ratnveer Metals Ltd.

. Rimjhim Ispat Ltd.

. S.M Forgings & Engineering

. Sandip Brass Industries

. Sandiya Exp. Pvt., Ltd.

. Sansera Engineering Pvt., Ltd.
. Silverline Metal Engineering Pvt. Lt
. Sri Satya Sai Enterprises

. Steampulse Global Llp

69. Steel Authority Of India Ltd.

70. Suchi Fasteners Pvt., Ltd.

71. Supercon Metals Pvt., Ltd.

72. Tekstar Pvt., Ltd.

73. Tijiya Exp. Pvt., Ltd.

74. Tijiya Steel Pvt., Ltd.

75. Tong Heer Fasteners

76. Trans Tool Pvt., Ltd.

77. Universal Engineering and Fabricat
78. V.J Industries Pvt., Ltd.

79. Vidushi Wires Pvt., Ltd.

80. Vrl Automation

81. VV Marine Pvt., Ltd.

82. Zenith Precision Pvt., Ltd.

83. Zenith Steel Pipes And Industries L
[FR Doc. 2024-23774 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-570-124, C-570-125]

Certain Vertical Shaft Engines Between
99cc and Up to 225cc and Parts
Thereof From the People’s Republic of
China: Notice of Court Decision Not in
Harmony With Final Scope Ruling and
Notice of Amended Final Scope Ruling
Pursuant to Court Decision

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: On October 2, 2024, the U.S.
Court of International Trade (CIT)
issued its final judgment in Zhejiang
Amerisun Technology Co., Ltd. v.
United States, Court No. 23—-00011,
sustaining the U.S. Department of
Commerce’s (Commerce) remand
redetermination pertaining to the scope
ruling for the antidumping and
countervailing duty orders on certain
vertical shaft engines between 99cc and
up to 225cc and parts thereof from the
People’s Republic of China finding
modified vertical shaft engines, such as
the modified R210-S engine
manufactured by Chongging Rato
Technology Co., Ltd. (Chongging Rato)
to be excluded from the orders.
Commerce is notifying the public that
the CIT’s final judgment is not in
harmony with Commerce’s scope ruling,
and that Commerce is amending the
scope ruling to find that certain engines,
such as Chongging Rato’s R210-S
engine, manufactured by Chongging
Rato is excluded from the orders.
DATES: Applicable October 12, 2024.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ajay
K. Menon, AD/CVD Operations, Office
IX, Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—-0208.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On December 22, 2022, Commerce
found that modified vertical shaft
engines, such as the R210-S engine
manufactured by Chongging Rato, were
included in the scope of the orders.?

Zhejiang Amerisun Technology, Co.,
Ltd. appealed Commerce’s Final Scope
Ruling. On February 20, 2024, the CIT
remanded the Final Scope Ruling to
Commerce, holding that: (1) because the
scope does not specify that a right-angle
gearbox connected to the horizontal
crankshaft may be part of the engine,
Commerce’s finding that the scope did
not contain an exhaustive list of
components that may comprise an
engine was unsupported by substantial
evidence and not in accordance with
law; (2) the Wikipedia articles
submitted by Briggs & Stratton
Corporation (the petitioner) on which
Commerce relied to support its factual
conclusions were unreliable and
irrelevant; and (3) an academic article
submitted by the petitioner on which
Commerce also relied to support its
factual conclusions was irrelevant
because it did not specifically address
walk-behind lawn mowers or discuss
secondary drive shafts.2

In its final remand redetermination,
issued in April 2024, Commerce found
that certain engines, such as Chonggqing
Rato’s R210-S engine at issue in the
Final Scope Ruling to be excluded from
the scope of the orders.? The CIT
sustained Commerce’s final
redetermination.*

Timken Notice

In its decision in Timken,> as clarified
by Diamond Sawblades,® the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit held
that, pursuant to section 516A(c) and (e)
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(the Act), Commerce must publish a
notice of court decision that is not “in
harmony’” with a Commerce
determination and must suspend
liquidation of entries pending a

1 See Memorandum, “Scope Ruling on Modified
Vertical Shaft Engines,” dated December 22, 2022
(Final Scope Ruling).

2 See Zhejiang Amerisun Technology Co., Ltd. v.
United States, 687 F. Supp. 3d 1282 (CIT 2024).

3 See Final Results of Redetermination Pursuant
to Court Remand, Zhejiang Amerisun Technology
Co., Ltd. v. United States, Consol. Court No. 23—
00011, Slip Op. 24-20 (CIT February 20, 2024),
dated April 11, 2024, available at https://access.
trade.gov/public/FinalRemand
Redetermination.aspx.

4 See Zhejiang Amerisun Technology Co., Ltd. v.
United States, Court No. 23-00011, Slip. Op. 24—
104 (CIT October 2, 2024).

5 See Timken Co. v. United States, 893 F.2d 337
(Fed. Cir. 1990) (Timken).

6 See Diamond Sawblades Manufacturers
Coalition v. United States, 626 F.3d 1374 (Fed. Cir.
2010) (Diamond Sawblades).
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“conclusive” court decision. The CIT’s
October 2, 2024, judgment constitutes a
final decision of the CIT that is not in
harmony with Commerce’s Final Scope
Ruling. Thus, this notice is published in
fulfillment of the publication
requirements of Timken.

Amended Final Scope Ruling

In accordance with the CIT’s October
2, 2024, final judgment, Commerce is
amending its Final Scope Ruling and
finds that the scope of the orders does
not cover the products addressed in the
Final Scope Ruling.

Liquidation of Suspended Entries

Commerce will instruct U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) that,
pending any appeals, the cash deposit
rate will be zero percent for the
modified R210-S engine manufactured
by Chongging Rato. In the event that the
CIT’s final judgment is not appealed or
is upheld on appeal, Commerce will
instruct CBP to liquidate entries of the
modified R210-S engine manufactured
by Chongging Rato without regard to
antidumping and countervailing duties
and to lift suspension of liquidation of
such entries.

At this time, Commerce remains
enjoined by CIT from liquidating entries
excluded from the scope of the orders
by the Final Scope Ruling. These entries
will remain enjoined pursuant to the
terms of the injunction during the
pendency of any appeals process.

Notification to Interested Parties

This notice is issued and published in
accordance with sections 516A(c) and
(e) and 777(1)(1) of the Act.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Ryan Majerus,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive
functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.
[FR Doc. 2024-23695 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

Subsidy Programs Provided by
Countries Exporting Softwood Lumber
and Softwood Lumber Products to the
United States; Request for Comment

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) seeks public
comment on any subsidies, including
stumpage subsidies, provided by certain

countries exporting softwood lumber or
softwood lumber products to the United
States during the period January 1,
2024, through June 30, 2024.

DATES: Comments must be submitted by
November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: All comments must be
submitted through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at https://
www.regulations.gov, Docket No. ITA—
2024-0006. The materials in the docket
will not be edited to remove identifying
or contact information, and Commerce
cautions against including any
information in an electronic submission
that the submitter does not want
publicly disclosed. Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF
formats only.

All comments should be addressed to
Abdelali Elouaradia, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and
Compliance, at the U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW, Washington, DC 20230.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kristen Johnson, AD/CVD Operations,
Office III, Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—4793.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Pursuant to section 805 of title VIII of
the Tariff Act of 1930 (the Softwood
Lumber Act of 2008), the Secretary of
Commerce is mandated to submit to the
appropriate Congressional committees a
report every 180 days on any subsidy
provided by countries exporting
softwood lumber or softwood lumber
products to the United States, including
stumpage subsidies. Commerce
submitted its last subsidy report to the
Congress on June 27, 2024.

Request for Comments

Given the large number of countries
that export softwood lumber and
softwood lumber products to the United
States, we are soliciting public comment
only on subsidies provided by countries
which had exports accounting for at
least one percent of total U.S. imports of
softwood lumber by quantity, as
classified under Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS)
subheadings 4407.1100, 4407.1200,
4407.1300, 4407.1400, and 4407.1900,
during the period January 1, 2024,
through June 30, 2024. Official U.S.
import data, published by the United
States International Trade Commission’s
DataWeb, indicate that five countries
(Austria, Brazil, Canada, Germany, and

Sweden) exported softwood lumber to
the United States during that time
period in amounts sufficient to account
for at least one percent of U.S. imports
of softwood lumber products. We intend
to rely on similar six-month periods to
identify the countries subject to future
reports on softwood lumber subsidies.
For example, we intend to rely on U.S.
imports of softwood lumber and
softwood lumber products during the
period July 1, 2024, through December
31, 2024, to select the countries subject
for the next report.

Under U.S. trade law, a subsidy exists
where an authority: (i) provides a
financial contribution; (ii) provides any
form of income or price support within
the meaning of Article XVI of the
General Agreements on Tariffs and
Trade 1994; or (iii) makes a payment to
a funding mechanism to provide a
financial contribution to a person, or
entrusts or directs a private entity to
make a financial contribution, if
providing the contribution would
normally be vested in the government
and the practice does not differ in
substance from practices normally
followed by governments, and a benefit
is thereby conferred.?

Parties should include in their
comments: (1) the country which
provided the subsidy; (2) the name of
the subsidy program; (3) a brief
description (no more than 3—4
sentences) of the subsidy program; and
(4) the government body or authority
that provided the subsidy.

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Dawn Shackleford,

Executive Director for Trade Agreements
Policy and Negotiations.

[FR Doc. 2024-23731 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XE353]

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Sand Island Pile
Dikes Repairs on the Columbia River

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of a modified
incidental harassment authorization.

1 See section 771(5)(B) of the Tariff Act of 1930,
as amended.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the
regulations implementing the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as
amended, notification is hereby given
that NMFS has issued a modified
incidental harassment authorization
(IHA) to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) to incidentally harass marine
mammals during construction
associated with Sand Island Pile Dikes
Repairs on the Columbia River.

DATES: This modified IHA is effective
through July 31, 2025.

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the
application and supporting documents,
as well as a list of the references cited
in this document, may be obtained
online at: https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/action/incidental-take-
authorization-army-corps-engineers-
sand-island-pile-dikes-repairs-
columbia. In case of problems accessing
these documents, please call the contact
listed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert Pauline, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The MMPA prohibits the “‘take” of
marine mammals, with certain
exceptions. Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and
(D) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.) direct the Secretary of Commerce
(as delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon
request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, a notice of a proposed
incidental take authorization may be
provided to the public for review.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s) and will not have
an unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
taking for subsistence uses (where
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe
the permissible methods of taking and
other “means of effecting the least
practicable adverse impact” on the
affected species or stocks and their
habitat, paying particular attention to
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of
similar significance, and on the
availability of such species or stocks for
taking for certain subsistence uses
(referred to in shorthand as
“mitigation”); and requirements
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring

and reporting of such takings are set
forth.

History of Request

On March 4, 2022, NMFS received a
request from the USACE for two
consecutive IHAs to take marine
mammals incidental to the Sand Island
Pile Dikes Repairs Project on the
Columbia River over the course of 2
years. The USACE’s request was for take
of seven species of marine mammals by
Level B harassment and, for a subset of
these species (harbor seal (Phoca
vitulina) and harbor porpoise (Phocoena
phocoena)), Level A harassment. On
August 22, 2023, NMFS published a
Federal Register notice (87 FR 51346)
announcing the issuance of the IHAs,
which were valid for year 1 from August
1, 2023 through July 31, 2024 and for
year 2 from August 1, 2024 through July
31, 2025.

On August 19, 2024, NMFS received
a request from the USACE to modify the
year 2 IHA. Following receipt of
additional information, NMFS accepted
the request on September 11, 2024. The
original year 2 IHA authorized, by Level
B harassment only, six takes of
humpback whale (from the California/
Oregon/Washington stock designated at
the time; Megaptera novaeangliae) and
two takes from the West Coast Transient
stock of killer whale (Orcinus orca).

Sightings of humpback whales have
increased in the work area from
previous years. Humpback whale
feeding groups have begun utilizing the
mouth of the Columbia River as foraging
ground. The USACE had recorded four
potential takes of humpback whale by
Level B harassment as of September 11,
2024 after 24 days of in-water pile
driving work, with 80 in-water days
remaining. In addition, there have been
several recent sightings of transient
killer whales in the area. These
sightings represent a change to
occurrence data considered by NMFS
and which informed the original take
estimates. Therefore, the USACE is
requesting a modification to the year 2
authorization to increase the authorized
take of humpback whale and killer
whale, by Level B harassment only.

Description of the Activity and
Anticipated Impacts

There are no changes to the specified
activity or to the mitigation, monitoring,
and reporting requirements as described
for the original year 2 IHA (87 FR 39481,
July 1, 2022). Please see the additional
relevant documents related to the
issuance of the initial IHA, including
the USACE’s application and the notice
of issuance of the IHA (87 FR 51346,
August 22, 2022) (available at https://

www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
incidental-take-authorization-army-
corps-engineers-sand-island-pile-dikes-
repairs-columbia) for more detailed
descriptions.

Detailed Description of the Action

A detailed description of the
construction activities can be found in
the aforementioned documents
associated with the issuance of the
initial year 2 IHA. The location and
general nature of the activities are
identical to those described in the
previous documents. As of September
11, 2024, 24 days in-water work had
been completed out of a projected total
of 104 days.

Description of Marine Mammals

A description of the marine mammals
in the area of the activities can be found
in these previous documents, which
remains applicable to this modified IHA
as well. In addition, NMFS has
reviewed the draft 2023 Stock
Assessment Reports (SARs; Young et al.,
2023; available at: https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-
protection/marine-mammal-stock-
assessment-reports), information on
relevant Unusual Mortality Events, and
recent scientific literature, and
incorporated that into table 1 below.

Table 1 lists all species or stocks for
which take is expected and authorized
to be authorized for this activity, and
summarizes information related to the
population or stock, including
regulatory status under the MMPA and
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and
potential biological removal (PBR),
where known. PBR is defined by the
MMPA as the maximum number of
animals, not including natural
mortalities, that may be removed from a
marine mammal stock while allowing
that stock to reach or maintain its
optimum sustainable population (as
described in NMFS’ SARs). While no
serious injury or mortality is anticipated
or authorized here, PBR and annual
serious injury and mortality from
anthropogenic sources are included here
as gross indicators of the status of the
species or stocks and other threats.

Marine mammal abundance estimates
presented in this document represent
the total number of individuals that
make up a given stock or the total
number estimated within a particular
study or survey area. NMFS’ stock
abundance estimates for most species
represent the total estimate of
individuals within the geographic area,
if known, that comprises that stock. For
some species, this geographic area may
extend beyond U.S. waters. All managed
stocks in this region are assessed in
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NMFS’ Alaska Marine Mammal SARs.
All values presented in table 1 are the
most recent available at the time of
publication (including from the draft
2023 SARs) and are available online at:

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
national/marine-mammal-protection/
marine-mammal-stock-assessments.
Note that the stock abundances of
humpback whale, harbor porpoise, and

Steller sea lion have updated since the
Federal Register notice of issuance was
published (87 FR 51346, August 22,
2022). The updates figures are reflected
in table 1.

TABLE 1—SPECIES LIKELY IMPACTED BY THE SPECIFIED ACTIVITIES

ESA/
MMPA Stock abundance Annual
Common name Scientific name Stock status; (CV, Nmin, most recent PBR M/SI 3
strategic abundance survey)2
(Y/N)1
Order Cetartiodactyla—Cetacea—Superfamily Mysticeti (baleen whales)
Family Balaenopteridae (rorquals):
Humpback whale .................... Megaptera novaeangliae ... | Central America/Southern Mex- E,D, Y 1,494 (0.171, 1,284, 2021) 3.5 14.9
ico—California/Oregon/Wash-
ington.
Mainland Mexico—CA/OR/WA ..... T,D,Y 3,477 (0.101, 3,185, 2018) 43 22
Superfamily Odontoceti (toothed whales, dolphins, and porpoises)
Family Delphinidae:
Killer Whale ........ccccccceeveveennes Orcinus orca ...........cccuue.... West Coast Transient ................... - - N 3494 (N/A, 349, 2018) ....... 3.5 0.4
Family Phocoenidae (porpoises):
Harbor Porpoise .........ccccceu.... Phocoena phocoena .......... Northern Oregon/Washington - - N 22,074 (0.391, 16,068, 161 3.2
Coast. 2024).
Order Carnivora—Superfamily Pinnipedia
Family Otariidae (eared seals and
sea lions):
California Sea Lion ................. Zalophus californianus ....... U.S. e - - N 257,606 (N/A, 233,515, 14,011 >321
2014).
Steller Sea Lion ........cccceeeueee. Eumetopias jubatus ........... Eastern .....cocccoeeveeeecieee e, - - N 36,308 (N/A, 36,308, 2,592 112
2022)5.
Family Phocidae (earless seals):
Harbor Seal .......cccccceevveveennn. Phoca vitulina .................... Oregon/Washington Coast 24,7326 (UNK, UNK, 1999) UND 10.6
Northern Elephant Seal Mirounga angustirostris ..... California Breeding ........ccccooeeeeene 187,386 (N/A, 85,369, 5,122 13.7
2013).

1 ESA status: Endangered (E), Threatened (T)/MMPA status: Depleted (D). A dash (-) indicates that the species is not listed under the ESA or designated as de-
pleted under the MMPA. Under the MMPA, a strategic stock is one for which the level of direct human-caused mortality exceeds PBR or which is determined to be
declining and likely to be listed under the ESA within the foreseeable future. Any species or stock listed under the ESA is automatically designated under the MMPA

as depleted and as a strategic stock.

2 NMFS marine mammal stock assessment reports online at: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/marine-mammal-stock-assessment-
reports-region. CV is coefficient of variation; Nmin is the minimum estimate of stock abundance.

3 These values, found in NMFS’s SARs, represent annual levels of human-caused mortality plus serious injury from all sources combined (e.g., commercial fish-
eries, ship strike). Annual mortality/serious injury (M/SI) often cannot be determined precisely and is in some cases presented as a minimum value or range.

4 Based on counts of individual animals identified from photo-identification catalogues. Surveys for abundance estimates of these stocks are conducted infrequently.

5 Nest is best estimate of counts, which have not been corrected for animals at sea during abundance surveys. Estimates provided are for the U.S. only.

6 The abundance estimate for this stock is greater than 8 years old and is therefore not considered current. PBR is considered undetermined for this stock, as there
is no current minimum abundance estimate for use in calculation. We nevertheless present the most recent abundance estimates, as these represent the best avail-

able information for use in this document.

Humpback Whales

On September 8, 2016, NMFS divided
the once single species into 14 distinct
population segments (DPS) under the
ESA, removed the species-level listing
as endangered, and, in its place, listed
four DPSs as endangered and one DPS
as threatened (81 FR 62259, September
8, 2016). The remaining nine DPSs were
not listed. There are four DPSs in the
North Pacific, including Western North
Pacific and Central America, which are
listed as endangered, Mexico, which is
listed as threatened, and Hawaii, which
is not listed.

The 2022 Pacific SARs described a
revised stock structure for humpback
whales which modifies the previous
stocks designated under the MMPA to
align more closely with the ESA-
designated DPSs (Caretta et al., 2023;
Young et al., 2023). Specifically, the

three previous North Pacific humpback
whale stocks (Central and Western
North Pacific stocks and a CA/OR/WA
stock; take of humpback whales
authorized through the original Year 2
IHA was from the latter stock) were
replaced by five stocks, largely
corresponding with the ESA-designated
DPSs. These include Western North
Pacific and Hawaii stocks and a Central
America/Southern Mexico-CA/OR/WA
stock (which corresponds with the
Central America DPS). The remaining
two stocks, corresponding with the
Mexico DPS, are the Mainland Mexico-
CA/OR/WA and Mexico-North Pacific
stocks (Caretta et al., 2023; Young et al.,
2023). The former stock is expected to
occur along the west coast from
California to southern British Columbia,
while the latter stock may occur across
the Pacific, from northern British

Columbia through the Gulf of Alaska
and Aleutian Islands/Bering Sea region
to Russia. Only the Mainland Mexico-
CA/OR/WA and Mexico-North Pacific
stocks are expected to be affected by the
specified activity, and take previously
authorized for the CA/OR/WA stock is
here reallocated to these two newly
designated stocks, as discussed below.

We have determined that no new
information affects our original analysis
of potential impacts under the initial
Year 2 IHA.

Potential Effects on Marine Mammals
and Their Habitat

A description of the potential effects
of the specified activities on marine
mammals and their habitat may be
found in the documents supporting the
issuance of the original year 2 IHA,
which remains applicable to the
modification of the IHA. NMFS is not
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aware of new information regarding
potential effects.

Estimated Take

A detailed description of the methods
and inputs used to estimate authorized
take for the specified activities are
found in the Federal Register notice of
proposed IHAs (87 FR 3948, July 1,
2022). The types and sizes of piles,
ensonified areas and source levels, and
methods of pile driving remain
unchanged from the THA.

The modification addresses USACE’s
concerns that the ongoing construction
activities could result in exceeding
levels of authorized take of humpback
whale and killer whale. Sightings of
humpback whales have increased in the
project area from previous years.
Humpback whale feeding groups have
begun utilizing the mouth of the
Columbia River as foraging ground,
arriving in the lower Columbia estuary
as early as mid-June, and have been
observed as late as mid-November with
whale peak abundance coinciding with
the peak abundance of forage fish in
mid-summer. Humpback whales were
observed in the immediate vicinity of
West and East Sand Islands in late
summer and fall of 2015 and 2016. They
were also observed in the area in 2017
and 2019, but their presence was not
documented in 2018. Under the 2023
year 1 IHA, no humpback whales were
detected in 34 days of pile driving.

According to Wade et al. (2021), the
probabilities that humpback whales

encountered in Oregon and California
(i.e., south of the Columbia River)
belong to various DPSs are as follows:
Mexico DPS, 58 percent; and Central
America DPS, 42 percent. The
probabilities that humpback whales
found in Washington and Southern
British Columbia waters (i.e., north of
the Columbia River) belong to various
DPSs are as follows: Hawai’i DPS, 69
percent; Mexico DPS, 25 percent; and
Central America DPS, 6 percent (Wade
et al., 2021). In this area, these DPSs
correspond with the newly designated
Mainland Mexico-CA/OR/WA, Central
America/Southern Mexico-CA/OR/WA,
and Hawaii stocks, respectively. Since
the Columbia River is considered the
dividing line between these two areas,
the correct proportion of humpback
whales likely to be encountered is
unclear, i.e., whether the probabilities
are closer to those assumed for the
regions north or south of the Columbia
River. NMFS conservatively assumes
here that take of humpback whale
would be the same as at a location south
of the Columbia River, with 58 percent
likely from the Mexico stock and 42
percent from the Central America stock.
The USACE has recorded four takes of
humpback whale by Level B harassment
as of September 11, 2024 after 24 days
of in-water pile driving work which
equates to a daily take rate of 0.17
animals/day. NMFS had originally
authorized six takes by Level B
harassment. With 80 days in-water work
remaining, the projected take at the rate

described above would result in 14
takes in addition to the 4 takes already
recorded. NMFS is further authorizing
an additional 10 takes by Level B
harassment to ensure adequate
consideration of likely take in light of
the present increased occurrence of
humpback whales. Therefore, NMFS has
authorized a total of 28 humpback
whale takes by Level B harassment.

The USACE also requested an
increase in authorized take by Level B
harassment of killer whales. NMFS had
authorized two takes by Level B
harassment under the original year 2
THA. Under the 2023 year 1 IHA, no
killer whales were detected in 34 days
of pile driving according to the
monitoring report submitted by the
USACE. Based on recent anecdotal
sightings, the USACE was concerned
about potentially exceeding authorized
take. The USACE felt that killer whales
are more likely to enter into the project
than previously considered. NMFS
agreed with this assessment and
modified the original IHA accordingly.
The modal group sizes for transient
killer whales ranges from three to four
(Shields et al. 2018). NMFS assumed
take of 2 groups of 4 in addition to the
2 already authorized in the year 2 ITHA
for a total of 10 takes by Level B
harassment.

Table 2 shows the authorized take of
all marine mammals by Level A and
Level B harassment including revisions
to authorized take of humpback whale
and killer whale.

TABLE 2—AUTHORIZED TAKE OF MARINE MAMMALS BY LEVEL A AND LEVEL B HARASSMENT BY YEAR, BY SPECIES AND

STOCK AND PERCENT OF TAKE BY STOCK

Authorized Authorized
Species take by Level | take by Level | 10! gﬁé’osed Stock abljsrzggﬁce Pe;:gg& of
A harassment | B harassment
Year 2:
Humpback whale ' ............cc.cc...... 0 12 12 | Central America/Southern Mexico— 1,494 <0.01
California/Oregon/Washington.
0 16 16 | Mainland Mexico—CA/OR/WA ........... 3,477 0.46
Killer whale .......ccccocviiieiiiiiicnnen, 0 10 10 | West Coast Transient ..........ccccevereene 349 0.28
Harbor porpoise ... 27 163 190 | Northern Oregon/Washington Coast .. 22,074 0.86
California sea lion .... 0 23,421 23,421 | U.S e 257,606 9.09
Steller sea lion ...... 0 29,502 29,502 | Eastern ........ccoocvveveeeeeiiieeeeeeeeeeeen 36,308 81.25
Harbor seal .................. 54 5,361 5,415 | Oregon/Washington Coast .................. 24,732 21.89
Northern elephant seal ................. 0 6 6 | California Breeding .........cc.ccccevivienne 187,363 <0.01

THumpback whales from the Central America/Southern Mexico-CA/OR/WA stock and the Mainland Mexico-CA/OR/WA stock are likely to occur in the project area
in the respective percentages of 42 and 58 percent (Wade et al. 2021).

Description of Mitigation, Monitoring
and Reporting Measures

The mitigation, monitoring and
reporting measures are identical to those
included in the initial year 2 IHA and
remain relevant for this modified ITHA.
These can be found in the documents
supporting the issuance of the two
consecutive final IHAs.

Determinations

With the exception of the revised take
numbers for humpback whale and killer
whale, by Level B harassment only, the
USACE’s in-water construction
activities as well as mitigation and
reporting requirements are unchanged
from those in the year 2 THA. The effects
of the activity on the affected species
and stocks remain unchanged.

The additional takes by Level B
harassment would be due to potential
behavioral disturbance and potential
temporary threshold shift (TTS). No
serious injury or mortality is anticipated
given the nature of the activity and
measures designed to minimize the
possibility of injury to marine
mammals. The potential for harassment
is minimized through the construction
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method and the implementation of the
planned mitigation measures (see
Description of Mitigation, Monitoring
and Reporting Measures section).

The USACE’s pile driving project
precludes the likelihood of serious
injury or mortality. For all species and
stocks, take would occur within a
limited, confined area of the stock’s
range. Level A and Level B harassment
would be reduced to the level of least
practicable adverse impact through use
of mitigation measures described herein.

The additional authorized takes of
humpback whale and killer whale
represent a minor increase in the
percent of stock taken that was
authorized in the initial year 2 IHA, and
the anticipated impacts are identical to
those described in the Federal Register
notice of issuance of final IHA (87 FR
51346, August 22, 2022). The increases
in authorized takes by Level B
harassment for humpback and killer
whale are extremely small when
compared to stock abundance. The
increase in authorized take of humpback
and killer whale by Level B harassment
is less than 0.01 percent for the Central
America/Southern Mexico DPS and no
greater than 0.46 percent for the
Mainland Mexico DPS. Therefore, this
activity will not cause effects on annual
rates of recruitment or survival. We
have determined that the impacts
resulting from this activity are not
expected to adversely affect annual rates
of recruitment or survival for humpback
whale, killer whale or any other species
where NMFS has authorized take.

Based on the information contained
here and in the referenced documents,
NMEFS has determined the following: (1)
the required mitigation measures will
effect the least practicable impact on
marine mammal species or stocks and
their habitat; (2) the authorized takes
will have a negligible impact on the
affected marine mammal species or
stocks; (3) the authorized takes
represent small numbers of marine
mammals relative to the affected stock
abundances; (4) the USACE’s activities
will not have an unmitigable adverse
impact on taking for subsistence
purposes as no relevant subsistence uses
of marine mammals are implicated by
this action; and (5) appropriate
monitoring and reporting requirements
are included.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.) requires that each Federal agency
insure that any action it authorizes,
funds, or carries out is not likely to
jeopardize the continued existence of
any endangered or threatened species or

result in the destruction or adverse
modification of designated critical
habitat. To ensure ESA compliance for
the issuance of IHAs, NMFS consults
internally whenever we propose to
authorize take for endangered or
threatened species, in this case with the
West Coast Regional Office.

As part of the original IHA, NMFS
authorized incidental take of humpback
whales from the California/Oregon/
Washington stock that was designated at
the time, and which included whales
from the ESA-listed Mexico and Central
America DPSs. The effects of this
Federal action were adequately
analyzed in the NMFS West Coast
Region’s Biological Opinion and
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
Essential Fish Habitat Response for the
Sand Island Pile Dike Repair Project,
dated June 14, 2022, which concluded
that the action is not likely to adversely
affect humpback whales from the
Mexico and Central America DPSs or
their designated critical habitat. This
modification of the IHA does not change
the existing analysis and, therefore, the
prior determination remains unchanged.

National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO)
216—6A, NMFS must review our
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an
THA) with respect to potential impacts
on the human environment.

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no
anticipated serious injury or mortality)
of the Companion Manual for NOAA
Administrative Order 216—6A, which do
not individually or cumulatively have
the potential for significant impacts on
the quality of the human environment
and for which we have not identified
any extraordinary circumstances that
would preclude this categorical
exclusion. Accordingly, NMFS has
determined that the issuance of the
modification of the IHA continues to
qualify to be categorically excluded
from further NEPA review.

Authorization

NMEFS has issued a modified IHA to
the USACE for conducting construction
activities associated Sand Island Dikes
Repair Project on the Columbia River
that includes the previously explained
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
requirements.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2024—-23681 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Request for Information; Data for
Marine Spatial Studies in Maryland,
New Jersey, and Delaware

AGENCY: National Centers for Coastal
Ocean Science, National Ocean Service,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), Department of
Commerce (DOC).

ACTION: Notice; request for information.

SUMMARY: NOAA’s National Ocean
Service (NOS) National Centers for
Coastal Ocean Science (NCCOS),
hereafter NOAA, in partnership with the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM), is working to build spatial
planning capacity in the United States
(U.S.) Central Atlantic region. Through
this Request for Information, NOAA is
seeking public input to identify coastal
and marine spatial data or other critical
information to inform marine spatial
analyses in Maryland, New Jersey, and
Delaware. The input we receive from
the data development workshop
meeting, as well as the responses to the
items listed in the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section of this document,
will be used to inform potential coastal
and ocean development activities in the
U.S. Central Atlantic region, such as
renewable energy development.
DATES: Interested persons are invited to
provide input in response to this
Request for Information through
November 1, 2024. Late-filed input will
be considered to the extent practicable.
Verbal input will be accepted during
a public meeting to be held in
Columbia, Maryland on October 16-17,
2024.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to provide input using one of the
following methods:

e Electronic Submission: Submit
electronic written public comments via
the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to
https://www.regulations.gov and enter
NOAA-NOS-2024-0122 in the Search
box. Click on the “Comment” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on www.regulations.gov


https://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NOAA will
accept anonymous comments (enter “N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous).

e Oral submission: NOAA will accept
verbal input at a data development
workshop. The meeting will be held at
the Maryland Innovation Center in
Columbia, Maryland on Wednesday,
October 16, 2024 from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST) and
Thursday, October 17, 2024 from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. (EST). There will be a
registration window from 8:30 a.m. to 9
a.m. (EST) each day before the start of
the meeting.

Reports of meeting results will also be
published and made available to the
public in the weeks following the
meeting. If you are unable to provide
electronic written comments or
participate in the meeting, please
contact Bryce O’Brien at bryce.obrien@
noaa.gov or (802) 331-0290 for
alternative submission methods.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James Morris, NOAA NCCOS, at
james.morris@noaa.gov or 252—666—
7433.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

NOAA is an agency of the United
States Federal Government that works to
conserve and manage coastal and
marine ecosystems and resources.
NOAA works to make fisheries
sustainable and productive, provide safe
seafood to consumers, conserve
threatened and endangered species and
other protected resources, and maintain
healthy ecosystems. NOAA has
jurisdiction and responsibility for its
trust marine resources in the U.S.
Central Atlantic region as well as
significant interest in supporting the
resilience of coastal and marine-
dependent communities and promoting
equity and environmental justice. For
these reasons, it is important for NOAA
to invest in research that informs marine
spatial studies in the U.S. Central
Atlantic region, including
socioeconomic research that ensures
meaningful participation of local
communities and supports equitable
processes for planning and siting of new
and existing marine industries and
conservation areas.

NOAA has been engaged with the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) to support siting and
environmental review for offshore wind

energy areas in U.S. Federal waters
(https://www.boem.gov/renewable-
energy) to ensure protection of trust
resources in any offshore development
activities.

IL. Purpose of This Request for
Information

The purpose of this Request for
Information is to promote data
development to inform marine spatial
studies in Maryland, New Jersey, and
Delaware, with an emphasis on data
needs for offshore wind energy. In
addition to input received from the
public through the electronic and verbal
submissions, NOAA aims to inform the
public about its coastal and ocean
planning processes and capabilities,
discuss the current data available for
each ocean sector (e.g., national
security, fisheries, industry, natural
resources, cultural resources), and
gather ideas for other data sources.
NOAA hopes to come out of the
meetings with a strengthened
relationship with the public and a list
of best available data and data gaps.

III. Specific Information Requested To
Inform Marine Spatial Studies in
Maryland, New Jersey, and Delaware

Through this Request for Information,
NOAA seeks written public input to

inform marine spatial studies in the U.S.

Central Atlantic region. NOAA is
particularly interested in receiving
input concerning the items listed below.
Responses to this Request for
Information are voluntary, and
respondents need not reply to items
listed. When providing input, please
specity if you are providing general
feedback on marine spatial studies and/
or if you are responding to one of the
specific item number(s) below:

1. Specific datasets related to ocean
sectors, natural resources, and/or
human activities you recommend
NOAA use in marine spatial studies.

2. Major concerns you have related to
use of any specific datasets that may be
used in marine spatial studies.

3. Major concerns you have related to
gaps in scientific knowledge or data that
could impact marine spatial planning
efforts.

4. Specific data or information you
recommend NOAA or other partners
collect, if it is not currently available or
has not been previously collected.

5. Ways in which NOAA can better
engage and collaborate with the public
and local communities to promote
economic, social, and ecological
resilience as well as protect trust
resources.

6. Ways in which NOAA can build
upon existing capacity and resources for
regional ocean spatial planning.

Sean Corson,

Director, National Centers for Coastal Ocean
Science, National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
[FR Doc. 2024-23776 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-JE-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XE330]

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Draft Recovery Plan for the Giant
Manta Ray (Mobula birostris); Notice of
Initiation of a 5-Year Review for the
Giant Manta Ray

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of availability of draft
recovery plan; request for comments;
notice of initiation; request for
information.

SUMMARY: We, the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), announce the
availability of a Draft Endangered
Species Act (ESA) Recovery Plan (Draft
Recovery Plan) for the threatened giant
manta ray (Mobula birostris) for public
review. We are soliciting review and
comment from the public and all
interested parties on the Draft Recovery
Plan, and will consider all substantive
comments received during the review
period before submitting the Recovery
Plan for final approval. We are also
initiating a 5-year review of the giant
manta ray and are requesting new
information on its status.

DATES: Comments on the Draft Recovery
Plan must be received by December 16,
2024.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on the Draft Recovery Plan, identified
by NOAA-NMFS-2024-0110 by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Submissions: Submit all
electronic comments via the Federal
eRulemaking Portal. Visit https://
www.regulations.gov and type NOAA—
NMFS-2024-0110 in the Search box.
Click on the “Comment” icon, complete
the required fields, and enter or attach
your comments.

Mail: Submit written comments to
Endangered Species Division, Office of
Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West
Highway (SSMC3), Silver Spring, MD


https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:bryce.obrien@noaa.gov
mailto:bryce.obrien@noaa.gov
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20910, Attn: Giant Manta Ray Recovery
Plan.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter “N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous).

Electronic copies of the Draft
Recovery Plan and supporting
documents are available online at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/
giant-manta-ray/conservation-
management.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Maggie Miller, (301) 427-8457,
margaret.h.miller@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The ESA of 1973, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), requires that NMFS
develop and implement recovery plans
for the conservation and survival of
threatened and endangered species
under our jurisdiction, unless it is
determined that such plans would not
promote the conservation of the species.
Section 4(f)(1) of the ESA requires that
recovery plans incorporate, to the
maximum extent practicable: (1) site-
specific management actions necessary
to achieve the plan’s goals; (2) objective,
measurable criteria which, when met,
would result in a determination that the
species is no longer threatened or
endangered; and (3) estimates of the
time required and costs to implement
recovery actions.

We listed the giant manta ray (Mobula
birostris) as a threatened species under
the ESA on January 22, 2018 (83 FR
2916). The giant manta ray is found
worldwide in tropical, subtropical, and
temperate bodies of water. Yet, despite
its large range, the species is
encountered infrequently (with the
exception of a few areas noted for manta
ray aggregations). Although there is
considerable uncertainty regarding the
species’ current abundance throughout
its range, the best available information
indicated that the species experienced
population declines of potentially
significant magnitude due to fisheries-
related mortality within the Indian
Ocean and the Western Pacific and

Eastern Pacific subregions of its range,
which we determined qualifies as a
““significant portion its range” under the
final Significant Portion of Its Range
(SPR) policy (79 FR 37577; July 1, 2014).
Based on the best available scientific
and commercial information, and after
considering efforts being made to
protect the giant manta ray, we
determined that it was likely to become
an endangered species within the
foreseeable future throughout a
significant portion of its range (83 FR
2916; January 22, 2018). Accordingly,
the giant manta ray was listed as
threatened.

Globally, giant manta rays are both
targeted and caught as bycatch in a
number of fisheries throughout their
range, and are most susceptible to
artisanal/small-scale fisheries (Miller
and Klimovich 2017). With the
expansion of the international mobulid
gill plate market and increasing demand
for manta ray products, estimated take
of giant manta rays, particularly in
many portions of the SPR, frequently
exceeds numbers of identified
individuals in those areas. Observations
from these areas also indicate declines
in sightings and landings of the species.
Given the species’ extremely low
reproductive output and overall
productivity, it is inherently vulnerable
to threats that would deplete its
abundance, with a low likelihood of
recovery. Unfortunately, efforts to
address overutilization of the species
through regulatory measures appear
inadequate, with evidence of targeted
fishing of the species and bycatch
retention despite prohibitions, and a
lack of local, regional, and international
measures and/or enforcement (Miller
and Klimovich 2017).

Development of the Draft Recovery Plan

In December 2019, we developed a
recovery outline to systematically and
cohesively guide recovery for the giant
manta ray until we completed a
recovery plan. The recovery outline is
available on our website at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/giant-
manta-ray/conservation-management.

In 2022, we held a virtual meeting to
elicit expert opinion on the challenges
associated with recovering a wide-
ranging species and potential ways to
facilitate the recovery of the giant manta
ray. We invited experts from a range of
relevant disciplines to participate in the
meeting and provide input and
feedback. We utilized the information
provided at this meeting to prioritize
threats that are most urgent and
significant and will need to be
minimized/controlled for the recovery
of the species. This helped serve as the

foundation for our recovery criteria,
actions and activities.

The recovery planning components
for the giant manta ray are divided into
three separate documents. The first
document, the Recovery Status Review,
provides detailed information on the
giant manta ray’s biology, ecology,
status and threats, and conservation
efforts to date, which has typically been
included in the background section of a
species’ recovery plan. This separate
document is designed to inform all post-
listing activities, including recovery
planning, and is a comprehensive
update to the original 2017 status
review (Miller and Klimovich 2017).
The Recovery Status Review may be
revised as new information becomes
available. The second document, the
Draft Recovery Plan, focuses on the
statutory components of a recovery
plan, as required under the ESA to be
incorporated to the maximum extent
practicable: (1) a description of site-
specific management actions necessary
for the conservation and survival of the
species (recovery actions); (2) objective,
measurable criteria that, when met, will
allow the species to be removed from
the endangered and threatened species
list; and (3) estimates of the time and
cost required to achieve the plan’s goals.
Site-specific recovery actions in the
Draft Recovery Plan are described at a
relatively high level and are strategic in
nature. The third document, the Draft
Recovery Implementation Strategy, is a
flexible, operational document separate
from the Draft Recovery Plan. The Draft
Recovery Implementation Strategy
provides specific activities necessary to
implement fully recovery actions in the
Draft Recovery Plan, while affording us
the ability to modify these activities
efficiently to reflect changes in the
information available as well as progress
towards recovery. All three of the
recovery planning documents, including
the Recovery Status Review, the Draft
Recovery Plan, and the Draft Recovery
Implementation Strategy, are available
on the NMFS giant manta ray website at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/
giant-manta-ray/conservation-
management.

We have determined that this Draft
Recovery Plan for the giant manta ray
meets the statutory requirements for a
recovery plan and are proposing to
adopt it as the ESA recovery plan for
this threatened species. Section 4(f)(4)
of the ESA requires that public notice
and an opportunity to comment be
provided prior to final approval of a
recovery plan. This notice solicits
comments on this Draft Recovery Plan.
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Contents of the Draft Recovery Plan

The Draft Recovery Plan presents
NMFS’ proposed recovery goal,
objectives, and criteria, which, when
met, would allow the giant manta ray to
be delisted. The proposed demographic
and threats-based recovery objectives
and criteria are based on the listing
factors found in the ESA section 4(a)(1).
The proposed demographic and threats-
based recovery objectives and criteria
for the giant manta ray address threats
from significant population declines,
targeted catch in artisanal/small-scale
fisheries, bycatch-related mortality in
artisanal/small-scale and commercial
fisheries, international trade of its gill
plates, inadequate regulatory
mechanisms, and illegal retention and
enforcement issues. Additionally, it
identifies stressors that should be
monitored for potential future impact,
such as climate change. The Draft
Recovery Plan also describes specific
information on the following: current
status of the giant manta ray, threats that
have contributed to the species’ decline,
recovery strategies to address the
threats, and site-specific recovery
actions with timelines. Finally, the Draft
Recovery Plan estimates the time and
costs required to implement recovery
actions.

The Draft Recovery Implementation
Strategy provides specific, prioritized
activities necessary to implement fully
recovery actions in the Draft Recovery
Plan. This stepped-down approach will
afford us the ability to modify these
activities efficiently to reflect changes in
the information available as well as
progress towards recovery.

How NMFS and Others Expect To Use
the Plan

In addition to continuing to carry out
actions already underway, such as
satellite and acoustic tag deployment
and analysis, genetic sampling, and
other research activities designed to
improve our understanding of manta ray
distribution, abundance, and population
connectivity, we have begun
implementation of other actions
described in the Draft Recovery Plan.
For example, we are currently providing
domestic education and training
programs for fishermen to enhance safe
handling of giant manta rays and
providing the public with outreach
messaging to reduce harm and increase
awareness of giant manta rays. In
addition, we anticipate reviewing
whether additional protective
regulations under section 4(d) of the
ESA may be appropriate to provide for
the conservation of the giant manta ray
in U.S. waters. After public comment

and the adoption of the Recovery Plan,
our intention is to implement the
actions and activities for which we have
authority and funding; encourage other
international, Federal, State, and local
agencies to implement recovery actions
and activities for which they have
responsibility, authority, and funding;
and work cooperatively with the public
and local stakeholders on
implementation of other recovery
actions and activities. We expect the
Recovery Plan to guide us and other
Federal agencies in evaluating Federal
actions under ESA section 7, as well as
in implementing other provisions of the
ESA.

Public Comments Solicited

We are soliciting written comments
on the Draft Recovery Plan. All
substantive comments received by the
date specified above will be considered
and incorporated, as appropriate, prior
to our decision on whether to approve
this Recovery Plan. While we invite
comments on all aspects of the Draft
Recovery Plan, we are particularly
interested in comments on the proposed
objectives, criteria, and actions, as well
as comments on the estimated time and
cost of recovery actions and activities.

In addition, the ESA requires that we
conduct a review of listed species at
least once every five years. This will be
the first review of this species pursuant
to this provision of the ESA since it was
listed in 2018 under the ESA. The
regulations in 50 CFR 424.21 require
that we publish a notice in the Federal
Register announcing species currently
under active review. On the basis of
such reviews, we determine under the
ESA 4(c)(2)(B) whether any species
should be removed from the list (i.e.,
delisted) or reclassified from
endangered to threatened or from
threatened to endangered (16 U.S.C.
1533(c)(2)(B)). Any change in federal
classification would require a separate
rulemaking process.

To ensure that the 5-year review is
complete and based on the best
available scientific and commercial
information, we are soliciting new
information from the public,
governmental agencies, Tribes, the
scientific community, industry,
environmental entities, and any other
interested parties concerning the status
of the giant manta ray. Comments and
information submitted will be
considered in the 5-year review, as
applicable.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1533(f)

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Lisa Manning,

Acting Chief, Endangered Species
Conservation Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2024-23755 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XE379]

Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Pacific Council)
Habitat Committee (HC) will hold an
online public meeting.

DATES: The online meeting will be held
Tuesday, October 29, 2024, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Pacific Time, and Wednesday,
October 30, 2024, from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m., or until business for the day has
been completed.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held
online. Specific meeting information,
including a proposed agenda and
instructions on how to attend the
meeting and system requirements, will
be provided in the meeting
announcement on the Pacific Council’s
website (see www.pcouncil.org). You
may send an email to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov) or contact him at (503) 820—
2412 for technical assistance.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
OR 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kerry Griffin, Staff Officer, Pacific
Council; telephone: (503) 820-2409.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of this online meeting is for the
HC to consider items on the Pacific
Council’s November meeting agenda
and to prepare supplemental reports as
necessary. Topics will include current
habitat issues, fishing regulation
changes at Cordell Bank (California),
research on benthic disturbance and
biogeochemical cycling, and other
topics as necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may be
discussed, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during this
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meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
document and any issues arising after
publication of this document that
require emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov; (503) 820—-2412) at least 10
days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2024-23663 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION

Sunshine Act Meeting

TIME AND DATE: Wednesday, October 16,
2024—10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. (See
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED).

PLACE: The meeting will be held
remotely, and in person at 4330 East
West Highway, Bethesda, Maryland,
20814.

STATUS: Commission Meeting—Open to
the Public.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Decisional Matter: Draft Final Rule:
Safety Standard for Infant Support
Cushions.

Briefing Matter: Fiscal Year 2025
Operating Plan.

To attend the meeting remotely,
please use the following link: https://
cpsc.webex.com/cpsc/j.php?MTID=m
569336dacbad291c7ee5cea24627e107.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Alberta E. Mills, Office of the Secretary,
U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission, 4330 East West Highway,
Bethesda, MD 20814, 301-504-7479
(Office) or 240-863—8938 (Cell).

Dated: October 9, 2024.
Alberta E. Mills,
Commission Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23810 Filed 10-10-24; 11:15 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED-2024-SCC-0112]

Consolidated Annual Report (CAR) for
the Carl D. Perkins Career and
Technical Education Act of 2006;
Correction

AGENCY: Department of Education (ED),
Office of Career, Technical, and Adult
Education (OCTAE).

ACTION: Correction notice.

SUMMARY: On September 11, 2024, the
60-day comment period published in
the Federal Register (FRN Vol. 89, No.
176, pages 73638-9) for the proposed
revised information collection,
Consolidated Annual Report (CAR) for
the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical
Education Act of 2006, with an end date
of November 12, 2024. An error was
made to the Docket No.: ED-2024-SCC—
0112 posting with the current
instrument version of the Perkins V
Consolidated Annual Report.
Approximately two weeks after the
publication on September 23, 2024, ED
corrected this error and posted the
correct version of the instrument,
Perkins V Consolidated Annual Report
1830-0569 revision to the record. As a
result, the Department is extending the
public comment period two weeks. The
new end date of the comment period is
November 26, 2024.

The PRA Coordinator, Strategic
Collections and Clearance, Office of the
Chief Data Officer, Office of Planning,
Evaluation and Policy Development,
hereby issues a correction notice as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995.

Dated: October 9, 2024.
Juliana Pearson,
PRA Coordinator, Strategic Collections and
Clearance, Office of the Chief Data Officer,
Office of Planning, Evaluation and Policy
Development.
[FR Doc. 2024-23732 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP24-527-000]

Florida Gas Transmission Company,
LLC; Notice of Request Under Blanket
Authorization and Establishing
Intervention and Protest Deadline

Take notice that on September 27,
2024, Florida Gas Transmission
Company, LLC (Florida Gas), 1300 Main
Street, Houston, Texas 77002, filed in

the above referenced docket, a prior
notice request pursuant to sections
157.205 and 157.208(f)(2) of the
Commission’s regulations under the
Natural Gas Act (NGA), and Florida Gas’
blanket certificate issued in Docket No.
CP82-553-000, for authorization to
reduce the Maximum Allowable
Operating Pressure (MAOP) from 975
pounds per square inch gage (psig) to
721 psig of its existing 1.3-mile-long, 3-
inch-diameter Auburndale Lateral
located in Polk County, Florida. The
Project will allow Florida Gas to
maintain compliance with Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration regulations. Moreover,
Florida Gas asserts that the proposed
MAOP reduction will not affect its
ability to meet its current contractual
obligations nor result in any
abandonment of service to its
customers, all as more fully set forth in
the request which is on file with the
Commission and open to public
inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 502—-6652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—-8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions concerning this request
should be directed to Blair
Lichtenwalter, Senior Director of
Certificates, Florida Gas Transmission
Company, LLC, 1300 Main Street,
Houston, Texas, 77002, or call (713)
989-2605, or fax (713) 989—-1205, or via
email to blair.lichtenwalter@
energytransfer.com.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file a protest to the
project, you can file a motion to


https://cpsc.webex.com/cpsc/j.php?MTID=m569336dacbad291c7ee5cea24627e107
https://cpsc.webex.com/cpsc/j.php?MTID=m569336dacbad291c7ee5cea24627e107
https://cpsc.webex.com/cpsc/j.php?MTID=m569336dacbad291c7ee5cea24627e107
mailto:blair.lichtenwalter@energytransfer.com
mailto:blair.lichtenwalter@energytransfer.com
mailto:public.referenceroom@ferc.gov
mailto:kris.kleinschmidt@noaa.gov
mailto:kris.kleinschmidt@noaa.gov
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intervene in the proceeding, and you
can file comments on the project. There
is no fee or cost for filing protests,
motions to intervene, or comments. The
deadline for filing protests, motions to
intervene, and comments is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on December 6, 2024. How
to file protests, motions to intervene,
and comments is explained below.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Protests

Pursuant to section 157.205 of the
Commission’s regulations under the
NGA,* any person 2 or the Commission’s
staff may file a protest to the request. If
no protest is filed within the time
allowed or if a protest is filed and then
withdrawn within 30 days after the
allowed time for filing a protest, the
proposed activity shall be deemed to be
authorized effective the day after the
time allowed for protest. If a protest is
filed and not withdrawn within 30 days
after the time allowed for filing a
protest, the instant request for
authorization will be considered by the
Commission.

Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
157.205(e) of the Commission’s
regulations,? and must be submitted by
the protest deadline, which is December
6, 2024. A protest may also serve as a
motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

Interventions

Any person has the option to file a
motion to intervene in this proceeding.
Only intervenors have the right to
request rehearing of Commission orders
issued in this proceeding and to
subsequently challenge the
Commission’s orders in the U.S. Circuit
Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the

118 CFR 157.205.

2Persons include individuals, organizations,
businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

318 CFR 157.205(e).

Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure ¢ and the regulations under
the NGA 5 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is December 6,
2024. As described further in Rule 214,
your motion to intervene must state, to
the extent known, your position
regarding the proceeding, as well as
your interest in the proceeding. For an
individual, this could include your
status as a landowner, ratepayer,
resident of an impacted community, or
recreationist. You do not need to have
property directly impacted by the
project in order to intervene. For more
information about motions to intervene,
refer to the FERC website at https://
www.ferc.gov/resources/guides/how-to/
intervene.asp.

All timely, unopposed motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1). Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations. A
person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. The Commission
considers all comments received about
the project in determining the
appropriate action to be taken. To
ensure that your comments are timely
and properly recorded, please submit
your comments on or before December
6, 2024. The filing of a comment alone
will not serve to make the filer a party
to the proceeding. To become a party,
you must intervene in the proceeding.

How To File Protests, Interventions,
and Comments

There are two ways to submit
protests, motions to intervene, and
comments. In both instances, please
reference the Project docket number
CP24-527-000 in your submission.

(1) You may file your protest, motion
to intervene, and comments by using the
Commission’s eFiling feature, which is
located on the Commission’s website
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to
Documents and Filings. New eFiling
users must first create an account by

418 CFR 385.214.
518 CFR 157.10.

clicking on “eRegister.” You will be
asked to select the type of filing you are
making; first select “General” and then
select “Protest”, “Intervention”, or
“Comment on a Filing”; or®

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
submission by mailing it to the address
below. Your submission must reference
the Project docket number CP24-527—
000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Acting Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other method: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Acting Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
12225 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville,
Maryland 20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of submissions (option
1 above) and has eFiling staff available
to assist you at (202) 502—-8258 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Blair Lichtenwalter, Senior
Director of Certificates, Florida Gas
Transmission Company, LLC, 1300
Main Street, Houston, Texas, 77002, or
by email (with a link to the document)
at blair.lichtenwalter@
energytransfer.com. Any subsequent
submissions by an intervenor must be
served on the applicant and all other
parties to the proceeding. Contact
information for parties can be
downloaded from the service list at the
eService link on FERC Online.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from the Commission’s
Office of External Affairs, at (866) 208—
FERC, or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “‘eLibrary” link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to

6 Additionally, you may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment feature,
which is located on the Commission’s website at
www.ferc.gov under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy method for
interested persons to submit brief, text-only
comments on a project.


https://www.ferc.gov/resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp
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register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23672 Filed 10~11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP25-37-000.

Applicants: Transcontinental Gas
Pipe Line Company, LLC.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: Non-
Conforming—SRE Interim Service to be
effective 11/1/2024.

Filed Date: 10/1/24.

Accession Number: 20241001-5411.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/15/24.

Docket Numbers: RP25-39-000.

Applicants: EOG Resources, Inc.,
Devon Gas Services, L.P.

Description: Joint Petition for
Temporary Waiver of Capacity Release
Regulations, et al. of EOG Resources,
Inc. et al.

Filed Date: 10/4/24.

Accession Number: 20241004-5121.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/16/24.

Docket Numbers: RP25-40-000.

Applicants: Granite State Gas
Transmission, Inc.

Description: Compliance filing: A
Petition for Approval of Settlement to be
effective 11/1/2024.

Filed Date: 10/4/24.

Accession Number: 20241004-5139.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/16/24.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgen
search.asp) by querying the docket
number.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,

service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—-3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23675 Filed 10~11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2423-031]

Great Lakes Hydro America, LLC;
Notice of Availability of Final
Environmental Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the Riverside
Hydroelectric Project, located on the
Androscoggin River in Coos County,
New Hampshire and has prepared a
Final Environmental Assessment (FEA)
for the project. No Federal land is
occupied by project works or located
within the project boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major Federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using
the “eLibrary”’ link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC

Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or toll-
free at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, (202)
502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—-8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23665 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am)
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2311-067]

Great Lakes Hydro America, LLC;
Notice of Availability of Final
Environmental Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the Upper
Gorham Hydroelectric Project, located
on the Androscoggin River in Coos
County, New Hampshire and has
prepared a Final Environmental
Assessment (FEA) for the project. No
Federal land is occupied by project
works or located within the project
boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major Federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using
the “eLibrary” link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or toll-
free at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, (202)
502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
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eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—-8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23669 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. RM98-1-000]

Records Governing Off-the-Record
Communications; Public Notice

This constitutes notice, in accordance
with 18 CFR 385.2201(b), of the receipt
of prohibited and exempt off-the-record
communications.

Order No. 607 (64 FR 51222,
September 22, 1999) requires
Commission decisional employees, who
make or receive a prohibited or exempt
off-the-record communication relevant
to the merits of a contested proceeding,
to deliver to the Secretary of the
Commission, a copy of the
communication, if written, or a
summary of the substance of any oral
communication.

Prohibited communications are
included in a public, non-decisional file
associated with, but not a part of, the
decisional record of the proceeding.
Unless the Commission determines that
the prohibited communication and any
responses thereto should become a part
of the decisional record, the prohibited
off-the-record communication will not
be considered by the Commission in
reaching its decision. Parties to a
proceeding may seek the opportunity to
respond to any facts or contentions
made in a prohibited off-the-record
communication and may request that
the Commission place the prohibited
communication and responses thereto
in the decisional record. The

Commission will grant such a request
only when it determines that fairness so
requires. Any person identified below as
having made a prohibited off-the-record
communication shall serve the
document on all parties listed on the
official service list for the applicable
proceeding in accordance with Rule
2010, 18 CFR 385.2010.

Exempt off-the-record
communications are included in the
decisional record of the proceeding,
unless the communication was with a
cooperating agency as described by 40
CFR 1501.6, made under 18 CFR
385.2201(e)(1)(v).

The following is a list of off-the-
record communications recently
received by the Secretary of the
Commission. Each filing may be viewed
on the Commission’s website at http://
www.ferc.gov using the eLibrary link.
Enter the docket number, excluding the
last three digits, in the docket number
field to access the document. For
assistance, please contact FERC Online
Support at FERCOnlineSupport@
ferc.gov or toll free at (866) 208—3676, or
for TTY, contact (202) 502—8659.

Docket Nos. File date Presenter or requester
Prohibited:
1. P=2701-0671 .o 10-1-2024 | Brookfield Renewable.
Exempt:
1. P=14861-002 .....cccviiiiieiieeieeee et 10-4-2024 | FERC Staff.1
2. ER24-2172-000, ER24—2893-000 ........ccccevruveenen. 10-4-2024 | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.2

1Memorandum regarding email communication with the Washington State Preservation Office.

2Governor Josh Shapiro.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23747 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. AC25—-1-000]

Evergy Missouri West, Inc.; Notice of
Filing

Take notice that on October 7, 2024,
Evergy Missouri West, Inc. requested
from the Chief Accountant of the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(Commission or FERC) approval of the
accounting entries related to its
acquisition of a portion of Dogwood
Energy LLC’s undivided ownership
interest in the Dogwood Energy Facility.

Any person desiring to intervene or to
protest this filing must file in
accordance with Rules 211 and 214 of

the Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure (18 CFR 385.211 and
385.214). Protests will be considered by
the Commission in determining the
appropriate action to be taken, but will
not serve to make protestants parties to
the proceeding. Any person wishing to
become a party must file a notice of
intervention or motion to intervene, as
appropriate. Such notices, motions, or
protests must be filed on or before the
comment date. Anyone filing a motion
to intervene or protest must serve a copy
of that document on the Applicant. On
or before the comment date, it is not
necessary to serve motions to intervene
or protests on persons other than the
Applicant.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.

The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at 202—-502—-6652
(toll free at 1-866—208—-3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—-8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

The Commission strongly encourages
electronic filings of comments, protests
and interventions in lieu of paper using
the “eFiling” link at http://
www.ferc.gov. Persons unable to file
electronically may mail similar
pleadings to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426. Hand
delivered submissions in docketed


mailto:public.referenceroom@ferc.gov
mailto:FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
mailto:FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
mailto:ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov
mailto:ryan.hansen@ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov

82998

Federal Register/Vol. 89, No. 199/ Tuesday, October 15, 2024 /Notices

proceedings should be delivered to
Health and Human Services, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Comment Date: 5:00 p.m. Eastern
Time on October 29, 2024.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23748 Filed 10-11—24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2287-053]

Central Rivers Power, NH LLC; Notice
of Availability of Final Environmental
Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the J. Brodie
Smith Hydroelectric Project, located on
the Androscoggin River in Coos County,
New Hampshire and has prepared a
Final Environmental Assessment (FEA)
for the project. No federal land is
occupied by project works or located
within the project boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using
the “eLibrary”’ link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the

document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or toll-
free at (866) 208-3676, or for TTY, (202)
502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23749 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 15358-000]

Low Head Hydro M 21, LLC; Notice of
Preliminary Permit Application
Accepted for Filing and Soliciting
Comments, Motions To Intervene, and
Competing Applications

On May 29, 2024, Low Head Hydro-
M 21, LLC filed an application for a
preliminary permit, pursuant to section
4(f) of the Federal Power Act (FPA),
proposing to study the feasibility of the
proposed Mississippi Locks and Dam 21
Hydroelectric Project, a hydropower
project proposed to be located at the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (Corps)
Mississippi Lock and Dam 21, located
on the Mississippi River, in Adams
County, lllinois and Marion County,
Missouri. The sole purpose of a
preliminary permit, if issued, is to grant
the permit holder priority to file a
license application during the permit
term. A preliminary permit does not
authorize the permit holder to perform
any land-disturbing activities or
otherwise enter upon lands or waters
owned by others without the owners’
express permission.

The proposed Mississippi Locks and
Dam 21 Hydroelectric Project would
consist of the following: (1) a new
hydropower structure located
approximately 100 feet downstream of
the existing Corps submersible dam,
connected to the west side of the dam
via a new proposed access road; (2)
thirty Very Low Head (VLH) turbine-
generator units located in concrete
channels (turbine bays) within the
hydropower structure, each rated with a

capacity of 500 kilowatts providing a
total rated capacity of 15 megawatts; (3)
a new unlined earth intake channel
located upstream of the powerhouse
which will convey flow from the upper
pool to the turbine bays; (4) a 150-foot-
long guide wall proposed on both sides
of the new intake channel; (5) a new
unlined earth excavated tailrace with
stone riprap proposed to be 300-foot-
wide and 300-foot-long; (6) a 150-foot-
long guide wall proposed on both sides
of the new tailrace channel; (7) a new
14-foot-wide concrete deck proposed to
connect the approach dam on the west
side to the existing Corps operation yard
on the east; and (8) a control building
and substation on the west river bank
connecting the transmission line to an
interconnection point. The proposed
project would have an estimated annual
generation of 71,400 megawatt-hours.

Applicant Contact: Allen W. Skelly,
Low Head Hydro M21, LLC, 127
Longwood Blvd., Mount Orab, Ohio
45154; phone: (937) 802—8866.

FERC Contact: Shivani Khetani;
phone: (212) 273-5917, or by email at
shivani.khetani@ferc.gov.

Deadline for filing comments, motions
to intervene, competing applications
(without notices of intent), or notices of
intent to file competing applications: 60
days from the issuance of this notice.
Competing applications and notices of
intent must meet the requirements of 18
CFR 4.36.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

The Commission strongly encourages
electronic filing. Please file comments,
motions to intervene, notices of intent,
and competing applications using the
Commission’s eFiling system at https://
ferconline.ferc.gov/eFiling.aspx.
Commenters can submit brief comments
up to 6,000 characters, without prior
registration, using the eComment system
at https://ferconline.ferc.gov/Quick
Comment.aspx. You must include your
name and contact information at the end
of your comments. For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866)
208-3676 (toll free), or (202) 502—-8659
(TTY). In lieu of electronic filing, you
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may submit a paper copy. Submissions
sent via the U.S. Postal Service must be
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Room 1A, Washington, DC 20426.
Submissions sent via any other carrier
must be addressed to: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Acting Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 12225 Wilkins
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20852.
The first page of any filing should
include docket number P-15358-000.
More information about this project,
including a copy of the application, can
be viewed or printed on the “eLibrary”
link of the Commission’s website at

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/search.

Enter the docket number (P-15358) in
the docket number field to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23744 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: PR25-3—-000.

Applicants: Southern California Gas
Company.

Description: § 284.123(g) Rate Filing:
Offshore Delivery Service Rate Revision
October 2024 to be effective 10/1/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5005.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

§284.123(g) Protest: 5 p.m. ET 12/9/
24,

Docket Numbers: RP25-41-000.

Applicants: Cadeville Gas Storage
LLC.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Cadeville Tariff—Revised Contact
Information to be effective 10/7/2024.

Filed Date: 10/7/24.

Accession Number: 20241007-5173.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/21/24.

Docket Numbers: RP25-42-000.

Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 10.8.24
Negotiated Rates—Freepoint
Commodities LLC R—7250-50 to be
effective 11/1/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5043.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/21/24.
Docket Numbers: RP25-44-000.
Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 10.8.24
Negotiated Rates—Twin Eagle Resource
Management, LLC R—7300-31 to be
effective 11/1/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5047.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/21/24.

Docket Numbers: RP25-45-000.

Applicants: Iroquois Gas
Transmission System, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: 10.8.24
Negotiated Rates—Twin Eagle Resource
Management, LLC R-7300-32 to be
effective 11/1/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5049.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/21/24.

Docket Numbers: RP25-46—-000.

Applicants: Algonquin Gas
Transmission, LLC.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: Short
Term Capacity Release NRA Filing eff
11-8-24 to be effective 11/8/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5069.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/21/24.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgen
search.asp) by querying the docket
number.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to

contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23750 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2327-047]

Great Lakes Hydro America, LLC;
Notice of Availability of Final
Environmental Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the Cascade
Hydroelectric Project, located on the
Androscoggin River in Coos County,
New Hampshire and has prepared a
Final Environmental Assessment (FEA)
for the project. No Federal land is
occupied by project works or located
within the project boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major Federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using
the “eLibrary”’ link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support at FERCOnline
Support@ferc.gov, or toll-free at (866)
208-3676, or for TTY, (202) 502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—-8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23667 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP24-525-000]

Natural Gas Pipeline Company of
America LLC; Notice of Request Under
Blanket Authorization and Establishing
Intervention and Protest Deadline

Take notice that on September 27,
2024, Natural Gas Pipeline Company of
America LLC (Natural), 3250 Lacey
Road, Suite 700, Downers Grove, Illinois
60515, filed in the above referenced
docket, a prior notice request pursuant
to sections 157.205, 157.208(b), and
157.210 of the Commission’s regulations
under the Natural Gas Act (NGA), and
Natural’s blanket certificate issued in
Docket No. CP82-402-000, for
authorization to construct its Delaware
Basin North Project (Project) located in
Bailey County, Texas. Natural’s Project
will consist of the following upgrades at
its existing Compressor Station 168: (1)
replacement of the existing 4,000
horsepower (hp) Unit 2 with a new
5,500 hp Caterpillar G3616 unit, (2)
modifications to the suction and
discharge piping and valves to
accommodate the new unit, (3) certain
operational enhancements to its existing
Unit 1, and (4) installation of new gas
cooling equipment. The Project will
allow Natural to provide 50,000
Dekatherms per day of incremental firm
transportation service from the
Delaware Basin production area to
various markets on Natural’s system.
The estimated cost for the project is
$34,500,000, all as more fully set forth
in the request which is on file with the
Commission and open to public
inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 5026652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at

ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions concerning this request
should be directed to Francisco Tarin,
Director, Regulatory, for Kinder Morgan,
Inc., as Operator of Natural Gas Pipeline
Company of America LLC, at 2 North
Nevada Avenue, Colorado Springs,
Colorado 80903, at (719) 667—7515, or at
francisco_tarin@kindermorgan.com.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file a protest to the
project, you can file a motion to
intervene in the proceeding, and you
can file comments on the project. There
is no fee or cost for filing protests,
motions to intervene, or comments. The
deadline for filing protests, motions to
intervene, and comments is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on December 6, 2024. How
to file protests, motions to intervene,
and comments is explained below.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Protests

Pursuant to section 157.205 of the
Commission’s regulations under the
NGA,* any person 2 or the Commission’s
staff may file a protest to the request. If
no protest is filed within the time
allowed or if a protest is filed and then
withdrawn within 30 days after the
allowed time for filing a protest, the
proposed activity shall be deemed to be
authorized effective the day after the
time allowed for protest. If a protest is
filed and not withdrawn within 30 days
after the time allowed for filing a
protest, the instant request for
authorization will be considered by the
Commission.

Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
157.205(e) of the Commission’s

118 CFR 157.205.
2Persons include individuals, organizations,

businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

regulations,? and must be submitted by
the protest deadline, which is December
6, 2024. A protest may also serve as a
motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

Interventions

Any person has the option to file a
motion to intervene in this proceeding.
Only intervenors have the right to
request rehearing of Commission orders
issued in this proceeding and to
subsequently challenge the
Commission’s orders in the U.S. Circuit
Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure ¢ and the regulations under
the NGA 5 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is December 6,
2024. As described further in Rule 214,
your motion to intervene must state, to
the extent known, your position
regarding the proceeding, as well as
your interest in the proceeding. For an
individual, this could include your
status as a landowner, ratepayer,
resident of an impacted community, or
recreationist. You do not need to have
property directly impacted by the
project in order to intervene. For more
information about motions to intervene,
refer to the FERC website at https://
www.ferc.gov/resources/guides/how-to/
intervene.asp.

All timely, unopposed motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1). Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations. A
person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. The Commission
considers all comments received about
the project in determining the
appropriate action to be taken. To
ensure that your comments are timely
and properly recorded, please submit

318 CFR 157.205(e).
418 CFR 385.214.
518 CFR 157.10.
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your comments on or before December
6, 2024. The filing of a comment alone
will not serve to make the filer a party
to the proceeding. To become a party,

you must intervene in the proceeding.

How To File Protests, Interventions,
and Comments

There are two ways to submit
protests, motions to intervene, and
comments. In both instances, please
reference the Project docket number
CP24-525-000 in your submission.

(1) You may file your protest, motion
to intervene, and comments by using the
Commission’s eFiling feature, which is
located on the Commission’s website
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to
Documents and Filings. New eFiling
users must first create an account by
clicking on “eRegister.” You will be
asked to select the type of filing you are
making; first select “General” and then
select “Protest”, “Intervention”, or
“Comment on a Filing”; or ©

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
submission by mailing it to the address
below. Your submission must reference
the Project docket number CP24-525—
000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Acting Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other method: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Acting Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
12225 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville,
Maryland 20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of submissions (option
1 above) and has eFiling staff available
to assist you at (202) 502—-8258 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Francisco Tarin, Director,
Regulatory, for Kinder Morgan, Inc., as
Operator of Natural Gas Pipeline
Company of America LLC, at 2 North
Nevada Avenue, Colorado Springs,
Colorado 80903, or by email (with a link
to the document) at francisco_tarin@
kindermorgan.com. Any subsequent
submissions by an intervenor must be
served on the applicant and all other
parties to the proceeding. Contact
information for parties can be
downloaded from the service list at the
eService link on FERC Online.

6 Additionally, you may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment feature,
which is located on the Commission’s website at
www.ferc.gov under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy method for
interested persons to submit brief, text-only
comments on a project.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from the Commission’s
Office of External Affairs, at (866) 208—
FERG, or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “eLibrary” link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23673 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2326—-054]

Great Lakes Hydro America, LLC;
Notice of Availability of Final
Environmental Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the Cross
Power Hydroelectric Project, located on
the Androscoggin River in Coos County,
New Hampshire and has prepared a
Final Environmental Assessment (FEA)
for the project. No Federal land is
occupied by project works or located
within the project boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major Federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using

the “eLibrary’’ link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or toll-
free at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, (202)
502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—-8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23668 Filed 10-11—24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP24-528-000]

Florida Gas Transmission Company,
LLC; Notice of Request Under Blanket
Authorization and Establishing
Intervention and Protest Deadline

Take notice that on September 27,
2024, Florida Gas Transmission
Company, LLC (FGT), 1300 Main St.,
Houston, Texas 77002, filed in the
above referenced docket, a prior notice
request pursuant to sections 157.205
and 157.208(f)(2) of the Commission’s
regulations under the Natural Gas Act
(NGA), and FGT’s blanket certificate
issued in Docket No. CP82-533-000, for
authorization to reduce the Maximum
Allowable Operating Pressure (MAOP)
of FGT’s 6-inch-diameter Tampa South
Lateral located in Hillsborough County,
Florida (Tampa South Lateral MAOP
Reduction Project). FGT states the
Tampa South Lateral MAOP Reduction
Project will allow FGT to remain in
compliance with the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration regulations and provide
more efficient operations by lowering
the MAOP of the Tampa South Lateral
from 975 pounds per square inch gage
(psig) to 888 psig. FGT states there are
no construction costs associated with
the project, all as more fully set forth in
the request which is on file with the
Commission and open to public
inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
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Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 502—-6652
(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions concerning this request
should be directed to Blair
Lichtenwalter, Senior Director of
Certificates, Florida Gas Transmission
Company, LLC, 1300 Main St., Houston,
Texas 77002, or call (713) 989—-2605, or
fax (713) 989-1205, or by email to
blair.lichtenwalter@energytransfer.com.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file a protest to the
project, you can file a motion to
intervene in the proceeding, and you
can file comments on the project. There
is no fee or cost for filing protests,
motions to intervene, or comments. The
deadline for filing protests, motions to
intervene, and comments is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on December 6, 2024. How
to file protests, motions to intervene,
and comments is explained below.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Protests

Pursuant to section 157.205 of the
Commission’s regulations under the

NGA,* any person 2 or the Commission’s
staff may file a protest to the request. If
no protest is filed within the time
allowed or if a protest is filed and then
withdrawn within 30 days after the
allowed time for filing a protest, the
proposed activity shall be deemed to be
authorized effective the day after the
time allowed for protest. If a protest is
filed and not withdrawn within 30 days
after the time allowed for filing a
protest, the instant request for
authorization will be considered by the
Commission.

Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section
157.205(e) of the Commission’s
regulations,® and must be submitted by
the protest deadline, which is December
6, 2024. A protest may also serve as a
motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

Interventions

Any person has the option to file a
motion to intervene in this proceeding.
Only intervenors have the right to
request rehearing of Commission orders
issued in this proceeding and to
subsequently challenge the
Commission’s orders in the U.S. Circuit
Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure 4 and the regulations under
the NGA 5 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is December 6,
2024. As described further in Rule 214,
your motion to intervene must state, to
the extent known, your position
regarding the proceeding, as well as
your interest in the proceeding. For an
individual, this could include your
status as a landowner, ratepayer,
resident of an impacted community, or
recreationist. You do not need to have
property directly impacted by the
project in order to intervene. For more
information about motions to intervene,
refer to the FERC website at https://
www.ferc.gov/resources/guides/how-to/
intervene.asp.

All timely, unopposed motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1). Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for

118 CFR 157.205.

2Persons include individuals, organizations,
businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

318 CFR 157.205(e).

418 CFR 385.214.

518 CFR 157.10.

being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations. A
person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. The Commission
considers all comments received about
the project in determining the
appropriate action to be taken. To
ensure that your comments are timely
and properly recorded, please submit
your comments on or before December
6, 2024. The filing of a comment alone
will not serve to make the filer a party
to the proceeding. To become a party,
you must intervene in the proceeding.

How To File Protests, Interventions,
and Comments

There are two ways to submit
protests, motions to intervene, and
comments. In both instances, please
reference the Project docket number
CP24-528-000 in your submission.

(1) You may file your protest, motion
to intervene, and comments by using the
Commission’s eFiling feature, which is
located on the Commission’s website
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to
Documents and Filings. New eFiling
users must first create an account by
clicking on “eRegister.” You will be
asked to select the type of filing you are
making; first select “General” and then
select “Protest”, “Intervention”, or
“Comment on a Filing”; or ©

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
submission by mailing it to the address
below. Your submission must reference
the Project docket number CP24-528—
000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Acting Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other method: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Acting Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
12225 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville,
Maryland 20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of submissions (option
1 above) and has eFiling staff available

6 Additionally, you may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment feature,
which is located on the Commission’s website at
www.ferc.gov under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy method for
interested persons to submit brief, text-only
comments on a project.
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to assist you at (202) 502—8258 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Blair Lichtenwalter, Senior
Director of Certificates, Florida Gas
Transmission Company, LLC, 1300
Main St., Houston, Texas 77002, or by
email (with a link to the document) at
blair.lichtenwalter@energytransfer.com.
Any subsequent submissions by an
intervenor must be served on the
applicant and all other parties to the
proceeding. Contact information for
parties can be downloaded from the
service list at the eService link on FERC
Online.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from the Commission’s
Office of External Affairs, at (866) 208—
FERC, or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “‘eLibrary” link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024—-23671 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #1

Take notice that the Commission
received the following exempt
wholesale generator filings:

Docket Numbers: EG25-4—000.

Applicants: Pluto Energy Storage,
LLC.

Description: Pluto Energy Storage,
LLC submits Notice of Self-Certification
of Exempt Wholesale Generator Status.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5176.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: EG25-5-000.

Applicants: Kola Energy Storage, LLC.

Description: Kola Energy Storage, LLC
submits Notice of Self-Certification of
Exempt Wholesale Generator Status.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5187.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: EG25-6—-000.

Applicants: Jackson Fuller Energy
Storage, LLC.

Description: Jackson Fuller Energy
Storage, LLC submits Notice of Self-
Certification of Exempt Wholesale
Generator Status.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5188.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER24-2687-001.

Applicants: California Independent
System Operator Corporation.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
2024-10-08 Deficiency Response—2024
Tariff Clarification to be effective 8/3/
2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5155.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER24-3018-000.

Applicants: Serrano Solar, LLC.

Description: Supplement to 09/11/
2024, Serrano Solar, LLC tariff filing.

Filed Date: 9/27/24.

Accession Number: 20240927-5290.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/18/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-50-000.

Applicants: PJM Interconnection,
L.L.C

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Original GIA, Service Agreement No.
7380; AF1-245 to be effective 9/6/2024.

Filed Date: 10/7/24.

Accession Number: 20241007-5161.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/28/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-51-000.

Applicants: PJM Interconnection,
L.L.C.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Revisions to Attachment X to be
effective 12/16/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5020.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-52-000.

Applicants: AEP Texas Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
AEPTX-City Breeze BESS 1st Amended
Generator Interconnection Agreement to
be effective 9/17/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5034.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-53-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc., ITC
Midwest LLC.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Midcontinent Independent System
Operator, Inc. submits tariff filing per
35.13(a)(2)(iii: 2024-10-08_SA 4362 ITC
Midwest-ATC TIA to be effective 10/9/
2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5078.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25—-54—000.

Applicants: California Independent
System Operator Corporation.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
2024-10-08 Rules of Conduct
Enhancements—Tariff Amendment to
be effective 12/31/9998.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5090.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-55-000.

Applicants: Luz Solar Partners Ltd.,
IX.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Notice of Cancellation to be effective 10/
9/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5097.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-57—-000.

Applicants: Arizona Public Service
Company.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing: Rate
Schedule No. 211 Revisions to be
effective 12/8/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5168.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-58-000.

Applicants: Sentinel Energy Center,
LLC.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Amended Black Start Agreement to be
effective 10/9/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5174.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-59-000.

Applicants: AES Pike County Energy
Storage, LLC.

Description: Baseline eTariff Filing:
Application for Market Based Rate
Authority to be effective 11/7/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5180.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-60-000.

Applicants: Fox Squirrel Solar LLC.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
2024-10-08 Fox Squirrel Reactive
Power Compensation Rate Schedule
Filing to be effective 10/9/2024.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.

Accession Number: 20241008-5181.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-61-000.

Applicants: Florida Power & Light
Company.
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Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Amendments to FPL FERC Rate
Schedule No. 317 with LCEC to be
effective 1/1/2022.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.
Accession Number: 20241008-5185.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-62-000.

Applicants: Florida Power & Light
Company.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Amendments to FPL FERC Rate
Schedule No. 322 with FKEC to be
effective 1/1/2022.

Filed Date: 10/8/24.
Accession Number: 20241008-5189.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/29/24.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgen
search.asp) by querying the docket
number.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—-3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024—23746 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2422-058]

Great Lakes Hydro America, LLC;
Notice of Availability of Final
Environmental Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the Sawmill
Hydroelectric Project, located on the
Androscoggin River in Coos County,
New Hampshire and has prepared a
Final Environmental Assessment (FEA)
for the project. No Federal land is
occupied by project works or located
within the project boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major Federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using
the “eLibrary”” link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or toll-
free at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, (202)
502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—-8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23666 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #1

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric corporate
filings:

Docket Numbers: EC25-2-000.

Applicants: DESRI Holdings, L.P.,
Airport Solar LLC, Assembly Solar, LLC,
Assembly Solar I, LLC, Assembly Solar
I, LLC, Assembly Solar III, LLC, Arroyo
Solar LLC, Arroyo Energy Storage LLC,
Balko Wind, LLC, Balko Wind
Transmission, LLC, Bartonsville Energy
Facility, LLC, Big River Solar, LLC, Blue
Bird Solar, LLC, Castle Solar, LLC,
Cuyama Solar, LLC, Cove Mountain
Solar, LLC, Cove Mountain Solar 2, LLC,
Dressor Plains Solar, LLC, Drew Solar,
LLC, Drew Solar-CA, LLC,DWW Solar II,
LLC, Elektron Solar, LLC, Gravel Pit
Solar III, LLC, Gravel Pit Solar IV, LLC,
Gray Hawk Solar, LLC, Hecate Energy
Highland LLC, Highland Solar Transco
Interconnection LLC, Horseshoe Solar,
LLC, Hunter Solar LLC, Hunter Solar,
LLG, Iris Solar, LLC, Long Lake Solar,
LLC,MS Solar 2, LLC, North Star Solar
PV LLC, Portal Ridge Solar B, LLC,
Portal Ridge Solar C, LLC, Prairie State
Solar, LLC, Rancho Seco Solar II LLC,
Red Horse III, LLC, Red Horse Wind 2,
LLC, River Fork Solar, LLC, Rocket
Solar, LLG, Rocking R Solar, LLC, San
Juan Solar 1, LLC, Sigurd Solar LLC,SJS
1 Storage, LLC, Speedway Solar, LLC,
St. James Solar, LLC, Steel Solar,
LLC,TPE Alta Luna, LLC, Willow
Springs Solar, LLC, Sunlight Road Solar,
L.L.C.,62SK 8ME LLC,63SU 8ME LLC.

Description: Application for
Authorization Under Section 203 of the
Federal Power Act of DESRI Holdings,
L.P.

Filed Date: 10/4/24.

Accession Number: 20241004-5222.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/25/24.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following exempt
wholesale generator filings:

Docket Numbers: EG25-3—000.

Applicants: Wheatsborough Solar,
LLC.

Description: Wheatsborough Solar,
LLC submits Notice of Self-Certification
of Exempt Wholesale Generator Status.

Filed Date: 10/7/24.

Accession Number: 20241007-5103.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/28/24.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER24—2815-000.

Applicants: Harquahala Sun 1, LLC.
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Description: Supplement to 08/20/
2024 Harquahala Sun 1, LLC tariff filing.
Filed Date: 10/4/24.
Accession Number: 20241004-5142.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/15/24.
Docket Numbers: ER24—-2816-000.
Applicants: Harquahala Sun 2, LLC.
Description: Supplement to 08/20/
2024 Harquahala Sun 2, LLC tariff filing.
Filed Date: 10/4/24.
Accession Number: 20241004-5155.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/15/24.
Docket Numbers: ER25—47-000.
Applicants: Northern States Power
Company, a Minnesota corporation.
Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
2024-10-04 NSP-CAPX-JDA-Alex-Big
Oaks 766-0.0.0 to be effective 9/3/2024.
Filed Date: 10/4/24.
Accession Number: 20241004-5209.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/25/24.
Docket Numbers: ER25-48-000.
Applicants: NextEra Energy
Transmission Southwest, LLC,
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
NextEra Energy Transmission
Southwest, LLC submits tariff filing per
35.13(a)(2)(iii: NextEra Energy
Transmission Southwest, LLC Formula
Rates Revisions to be effective 1/1/2025.
Filed Date: 10/7/24.
Accession Number: 20241007-5056.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/28/24.

Docket Numbers: ER25-49-000.

Applicants: NSTAR Electric
Company.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Vicinity Energy Boston, Inc.—Design
and Engineering Agreement to be
effective 10/8/2024.

Filed Date: 10/7/24.

Accession Number: 20241007-5058.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 10/28/24.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgen
search.asp) by querying the docket
number.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024—23676 Filed 10—-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. AD24-10-000]

Reliability Technical Conference;
Second Supplemental Notice of
Commissioner-Led Technical
Conference

As announced in the Notices of
Technical Conference issued in this
proceeding on July 9, 2024, and
September 24, 2024, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (Commission)
will convene its annual Commissioner-
led Reliability Technical Conference on
Wednesday, October 16, 2024. The
conference will take place from
approximately 10:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Eastern time. The conference will be
held in-person at the Commission’s
headquarters at 888 First Street NE,
Washington, DC 20426 in the
Commission Meeting Room. The
conference will be available to view
online.

The purpose of this conference is to
discuss policy issues related to the
reliability and security of the Bulk-
Power System. Attached to this
Supplemental Notice is an agenda for
the technical conference, which
includes the technical conference
program and expected panelists.

While the technical conference is not
for the purpose of discussing any
specific matters before the Commission,
some discussions may involve issues
raised in proceedings that are currently
pending before the Commission. These
proceedings include, but are not limited
to:

Docket Nos.

PJM Interconnection, L.L.C ........ ER24-2172-000
ER24-2172-001
ER23-2977-000
ER23-2977-001
ER23-2977-002
ER23-2977-003
ER24-2953-000
ER24-1317-000
EL24-96-000

Midcontinent Independent Sys-
tem Operator, Inc.

Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
Complaint of Sierra Club v.
Southwest Power Pool, Inc.
Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
PJM Interconnection, L.L.C ........

ER24-2397-000
ER24-1221-000
ER24-2447-000
ER24-2447-001
Midcontinent Independent Sys- ER24-1638-000
tem Operator, Inc.
PJM Interconnection, L.L.C ........
California Independent System
Operator Corporation.
Midcontinent Independent Sys-
tem Operator, Inc.
Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
Midcontinent Independent Sys-
tem Operator, Inc.
Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
Southwest Power Pool, Inc ........
Complaint of Michael Mabee ......
Baltimore Gas & Electric Com-
pany and PECO Energy Com-

pany.

ER24-2995-000
ER24-2671-000

ER24-2797-000

ER24-2798-000
ER24-2871-000

ER24-2825-000
ER24-2184-000
ER24-2185-000
EL21-99-000
EL24-149-000

The technical conference will be open
to the public. Advance registration is
not required, and there is no fee for
attendance. Information will also be
posted on the Calendar of Events on the
Commission’s website, www.ferc.gov,
prior to the event.

The technical conference will be
transcribed and webcast. Transcripts
will be available for a fee from Ace
Reporting (202—347-3700). A link to the
webcast of this event will be available
in the Commission Calendar of Events at
www.ferc.gov. The Commission
provides technical support for the free
webcasts. Please call 202-502—-8680 or
email customer@ferc.gov if you have
any questions.

Commission technical conferences are
accessible under section 508 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. For
accessibility accommodations, please
send an email to accessibility@ferc.gov
or call toll free 1-866—208-3372 (voice)
or 202—-208-8659 (TTY) or send a fax to
202-208-2106 with the required
accommodations.

For more information about this
conference, please contact Michael
Gildea at Michael.Gildea@ferc.gov or
(202) 502—-8420 or Lodie White at
Lodie.White@ferc.gov or (202) 502—8453.
For information related to logistics,
please contact Sarah McKinley at
Sarah.Mckinley@ferc.gov or (202) 502—
8368.

Dated: October 7, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2024-23677 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2288-057]

Central Rivers Power, NH LLC; Notice
of Availability of Final Environmental
Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the Gorham
Hydroelectric Project, located on the
Androscoggin River in Coos County,
New Hampshire and has prepared a
Final Environmental Assessment (FEA)
for the project. No federal land is
occupied by project works or located
within the project boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major Federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using
the “eLibrary”’ link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or toll-
free at (866) 208—3676, or for TTY, (202)
502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23670 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2490-031]

Green Mountain Power Corporation;
Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Assessment

On August 30, 2022, the Green
Mountain Power Corporation filed a
minor relicense application for the 0.5-
megawatt Taftsville Hydroelectric
Project No. 2490 (project). The project is
located on the Ottauquechee River in
the Village of Taftsville, in Windsor
County, Vermont. No Federal or Tribal
lands occur within or adjacent to the
project boundary.

In accordance with the Commission’s
regulations, on June 12, 2024,
Commission staff issued a notice that
the project was ready for environmental
analysis (REA Notice). Based on the
information in the record, staff does not
anticipate that licensing the project
would constitute a major Federal action
significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment. Therefore, staff
intends to prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA) on the application to
relicense the project.?

The EA will be issued and circulated
for review by all interested parties. All
comments filed on the EA will be
analyzed by staff and considered in the
Commission’s final licensing decision.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members, and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

The application will be processed
according to the following schedule.
Revisions to the schedule may be made
as appropriate.

Milestone Target date

Commission issues
EA.

August 25, 2025.

1In accordance with the Council on
Environmental Quality’s regulations, the unique
identification number for documents relating to this
environmental review is EAXX-019-20-000—
1728292340. 40 CFR 1501.5(c)(4) (2024).

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to David Gandy at (202)
502—-8560 or david.gandy@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 202423664 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP24-524-000]

BBT AlaTenn, LLC; Notice of Request
Under Blanket Authorization and
Establishing Intervention and Protest
Deadline

Take notice that on September 24,
2024, BBT AlaTenn, LLC (AlaTenn)
filed in the above referenced docket, a
prior notice request pursuant to sections
157.205(b), 157.208(b), and 157.210, of
the Commission’s regulations under the
Natural Gas Act (NGA) and AlaTenn’s
blanket certificate issued in Docket No.
CP85-359-000, for authorization to (1)
construct approximately 3,800 feet of
16-inch-diameter pipeline; (2) acquire a
37-mile-long pipeline (Trigas Line); and
(3) construct new piping and valves to
connect the acquired Trigas Line to
AlaTenn’s system, all located in Colbert
County, Alabama (AlaTenn Pride Loop
Project). The Project will enable
AlaTenn to provide its customers with
enhanced gas supply access and
increased operational flexibility. The
estimated cost of the project is
$4,241,541, all as more fully set forth in
the request which is on file with the
Commission and open to public
inspection.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s
Home Page on the internet, this
information is available on eLibrary.
The full text of this document is
available on eLibrary in PDF and
Microsoft Word format for viewing,
printing, and/or downloading. To access
this document in eLibrary, type the
docket number excluding the last three
digits of this document in the docket
number field.

User assistance is available for
eLibrary and the Commission’s website
during normal business hours from
FERC Online Support at (202) 502-6652


https://ferconline.ferc.gov/eSubscription.aspx
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/eSubscription.aspx
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(toll free at 1-866—208—3676) or email at
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the
Public Reference Room at (202) 502—
8371, TTY (202) 502—-8659. Email the
Public Reference Room at
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov.

Any questions concerning this request
should be directed to Scott T. Langston,
Senior Vice President & Chief
Commercial Officer, BBT AlaTenn, LLC,
1501 McKinney Street, Suite 800,
Houston, Texas 77010, by phone at
(303) 408-1925, or by email at
slangston@blackbearllc.com.

Public Participation

There are three ways to become
involved in the Commission’s review of
this project: you can file a protest to the
project, you can file a motion to
intervene in the proceeding, and you
can file comments on the project. There
is no fee or cost for filing protests,
motions to intervene, or comments. The
deadline for filing protests, motions to
intervene, and comments is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on December 6, 2024. How
to file protests, motions to intervene,
and comments is explained below.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Protests

Pursuant to section 157.205 of the
Commission’s regulations under the
NGA,* any person 2 or the Commission’s
staff may file a protest to the request. If
no protest is filed within the time
allowed or if a protest is filed and then
withdrawn within 30 days after the
allowed time for filing a protest, the
proposed activity shall be deemed to be
authorized effective the day after the
time allowed for protest. If a protest is
filed and not withdrawn within 30 days
after the time allowed for filing a
protest, the instant request for
authorization will be considered by the
Commission.

Protests must comply with the
requirements specified in section

118 CFR 157.205.
2Persons include individuals, organizations,

businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18
CFR 385.102(d).

157.205(e) of the Commission’s
regulations,? and must be submitted by
the protest deadline, which is December
6, 2024. A protest may also serve as a
motion to intervene so long as the
protestor states it also seeks to be an
intervenor.

Interventions

Any person has the option to file a
motion to intervene in this proceeding.
Only intervenors have the right to
request rehearing of Commission orders
issued in this proceeding and to
subsequently challenge the
Commission’s orders in the U.S. Circuit
Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure 4 and the regulations under
the NGA 5 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is December 6,
2024. As described further in Rule 214,
your motion to intervene must state, to
the extent known, your position
regarding the proceeding, as well as
your interest in the proceeding. For an
individual, this could include your
status as a landowner, ratepayer,
resident of an impacted community, or
recreationist. You do not need to have
property directly impacted by the
project in order to intervene. For more
information about motions to intervene,
refer to the FERC website at https://
www.ferc.gov/resources/guides/how-to/
intervene.asp.

All timely, unopposed motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1). Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations. A
person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Comments

Any person wishing to comment on
the project may do so. The Commission
considers all comments received about
the project in determining the
appropriate action to be taken. To
ensure that your comments are timely

318 CFR 157.205(e).
418 CFR 385.214.
518 CFR 157.10.

and properly recorded, please submit
your comments on or before December
6, 2024. The filing of a comment alone
will not serve to make the filer a party
to the proceeding. To become a party,
you must intervene in the proceeding.

How To File Protests, Interventions,
and Comments

There are two ways to submit
protests, motions to intervene, and
comments. In both instances, please
reference the Project docket number
CP24-524-000 in your submission.

(1) You may file your protest, motion
to intervene, and comments by using the
Commission’s eFiling feature, which is
located on the Commission’s website
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to
Documents and Filings. New eFiling
users must first create an account by
clicking on “eRegister.” You will be
asked to select the type of filing you are
making; first select “General” and then
select “‘Protest”, “Intervention”, or
“Comment on a Filing”; or©

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
submission by mailing it to the address
below. Your submission must reference
the Project docket number CP24-524—
000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Acting Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other method: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Acting Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
12225 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville,
Maryland 20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of submissions (option
1 above) and has eFiling staff available
to assist you at (202) 502—-8258 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail or email (with a link to the
document) at: Scott T. Langston, Senior
Vice President & Chief Commercial
Officer, BBT AlaTenn, LLC, 1501
McKinney Street, Suite 800, Houston,
Texas 77010, or by email at slangston@
blackbearllc.com. Any subsequent
submissions by an intervenor must be
served on the applicant and all other
parties to the proceeding. Contact
information for parties can be
downloaded from the service list at the
eService link on FERC Online.

6 Additionally, you may file your comments
electronically by using the eComment feature,
which is located on the Commission’s website at
www.ferc.gov under the link to Documents and
Filings. Using eComment is an easy method for
interested persons to submit brief, text-only
comments on a project.


https://www.ferc.gov/resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp
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Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from the Commission’s
Office of External Affairs, at (866) 208—
FERC, or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “eLibrary” link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Dated: October 7, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23674 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 2300-052]

Great Lakes Hydro America, LLC;
Notice of Availability of Final
Environmental Assessment

In accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s (Commission)
regulations, 18 CFR part 380, the Office
of Energy Projects has reviewed the
application for license for the Shelburne
Hydroelectric Project, located on the
Androscoggin River in Coos County,
New Hampshire and has prepared a
Final Environmental Assessment (FEA)
for the project. No Federal land is
occupied by project works or located
within the project boundary.

The FEA contains staff’s analysis of
the potential environmental impacts of
the project and concludes that licensing
the project, with appropriate
environmental protective measures,
would not constitute a major Federal
action that would significantly affect the
quality of the human environment.

The Commission provides all
interested persons with an opportunity
to view and/or print the FEA via the
internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov/), using

the “eLibrary”’ link. Enter the docket
number, excluding the last three digits
in the docket number field, to access the
document. For assistance, contact FERC
Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or toll-
free at (866) 208—-3676, or for TTY, (202)
502-8659.

You may also register online at
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
eSubscription.aspx to be notified via
email of new filings and issuances
related to this or other pending projects.
For assistance, contact FERC Online
Support.

Any questions regarding this notice
may be directed to Ryan Hansen at (202)
502—-8074 or ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.

Dated: October 8, 2024.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23743 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket Nos. EL24-80-000; EL24-81-000;
EL24-82-000; EL24-83-000]

Midcontinent Independent System
Operator, Inc., PJM Interconnection,
L.L.C., Southwest Power Pool, Inc., ISO
New England, Inc.; Notice of Extension
of Time

On September 30, 2024, Advanced
Energy Economy, the American Clean
Power Association, and the Solar Energy
Industries Association (collectively, the
Clean Energy Associations) filed a
motion for a 14-day extension of time—
from October 11, 2024 to October 25,
2024—for interested entities to submit
responses in the above-referenced
proceedings.! No answers were filed.

Upon consideration, notice is hereby
given that an extension of time for
interested entities to file responses in
the above-referenced proceedings is
granted to and including October 25,
2024.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 202423745 Filed 10-11—24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

1 Midcontinent Indep. Sys. Operator, Inc., 187
FERC {61,170, at P 72 & ordering para. (E) (2024).

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Western Area Power Administration

Provo River Project—Rate Order No.
WAPA-221

AGENCY: Western Area Power

Administration, DOE.

ACTION: Notice of proposed formula rate
for power service.

SUMMARY: The Colorado River Storage
Project Management Center (CRSP MC)
of the Western Area Power
Administration (WAPA) proposes a new
formula rate for the Provo River Project
(PRP) power service. The existing rate
for this service expires on March 31,
2025. This rate action proposes no
change to the existing formula rate
under Rate Schedule PR-2 other than
extending the effective date for a 5-year
period through March 31, 2030.

DATES: A consultation and comment
period will begin October 15, 2024 and
end November 14, 2024. CRSP MC will
accept written comments any time
during the consultation and comment
period.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
requests to be informed of Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
actions concerning the proposed
formula rate submitted by WAPA to
FERC for approval should be sent to:
Rodney Bailey, CRSP Manager, CRSP
MC, Western Area Power
Administration, 1800 South Rio Grande
Drive, Montrose, CO 81401, or email:
CRSPMC-rateadj@wapa.gov. The CRSP
MC will post information about the
proposed formula rate and written
comments received to its website at:
www.wapa.gov/about-wapa/regions/
crsp/rates/.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tamala Gheller, Rates Manager, CRSP
MC, Western Area Power
Administration, (970) 240-6545 or
email: gheller@wapa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
10, 2020, FERC approved and confirmed
Rate Schedule PR-2 under Rate Order
No. WAPA-189 on a final basis through
March 31, 2025.1 This schedule applies
to PRP power service.

The existing formula rate provides
sufficient revenue to recover annual
costs within the cost recovery criteria
set forth in Department of Energy (DOE)
Order RA 6120.2. The proposed rate
continues the formula-based
methodology that includes an annual
update to the financial data in the rate
formula. CRSP MC intends the proposed

1 Order Confirming and Approving Rate Schedule
on a Final Basis, FERC Docket No. EF20-1-000.
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formula-based rate to go into effect April
1, 2025. The proposed formula rate
would remain in effect until March 31,
2030, or until WAPA changes the
formula rate through another public rate
process pursuant to 10 CFR part 903,
whichever occurs first.

The Deer Creek Dam, Reservoir, and
Power Plant are components of the Deer
Creek Division of the PRP, located on
the Provo River in Utah. The marketing
plan for the PRP was published in the
Federal Register (88 FR 16433) on
March 17, 2023. New contracts are
effective October 1, 2024, through
September 30, 2054. This marketing
plan sets the parameters for WAPA to
market the output of the PRP. Final
allocations of PRP power, as published
in the Federal Register (89 FR 23994) on
April 5, 2024, were provided to Heber
Light and Power and seven members of
Utah Associated Municipal Power
Systems and Utah Municipal Power
Agency (Customers) in the Provo River
drainage area.

The Customers purchase all power
generation from the project and pay the
annual revenue requirement in monthly
installment payments based on the
estimates of operation, maintenance,
and capitalized replacement expenses
for the Deer Creek Power Plant. The
payments are not dependent upon the
power made available for sale or the rate
of generation each year. CRSP MC
reconciles the estimate to actual
expenses at the end of the fiscal year
and includes the difference in the next
year’s annual revenue requirement.

Legal Authority

Existing DOE procedures for public
participation in power and transmission
rate adjustments (10 CFR part 903) were
published on September 18, 1985, and
February 21, 2019.2 The proposed
action constitutes a minor rate
adjustment, as defined by 10 CFR
903.2(e). In accordance with 10 CFR
903.15(a) and 903.16(a), CRSP MC has
determined it is not necessary to hold
public information and public comment
forums for this rate action but is
initiating a 30-day consultation and
comment period to give the public an
opportunity to comment on the
proposed formula rate. CRSP MC will
review and consider all timely public
comments at the conclusion of the
consultation and comment period and
make amendments or adjustments to the
proposal as appropriate. Proposed rates
will then be approved on an interim
basis.

250 FR 37835 (Sept. 18, 1985) and 84 FR 5347
(Feb. 21, 2019).

WAPA is establishing the formula rate
for the PRP in accordance with section
302 of the DOE Organization Act (42
U.S.C. 7152).3

By Delegation Order No. S1-DEL—
RATES-2016, effective November 19,
2016, the Secretary of Energy delegated:
(1) the authority to develop power and
transmission rates to the WAPA
Administrator; (2) the authority to
confirm, approve, and place such rates
into effect on an interim basis to the
Deputy Secretary of Energy; and (3) the
authority to confirm, approve, and place
into effect on a final basis, or to remand
or disapprove such rates, to FERC. By
Delegation Order No. S1-DEL-S3-2024,
effective August 30, 2024, the Secretary
of Energy also delegated the authority to
confirm, approve, and place such rates
into effect on an interim basis to the
Under Secretary for Infrastructure. By
Redelegation Order No. S3—-DEL—
WAPA1-2023, effective April 10, 2023,
the Under Secretary for Infrastructure
further redelegated the authority to
confirm, approve, and place such rates
into effect on an interim basis to
WAPA’s Administrator.

Availability of Information

All brochures, studies, comments,
letters, memorandums, or other
documents that CRSP MC initiates or
uses to develop the proposed formula
rate are available for inspection and
copying at the CRSP MC, located at
1800 South Rio Grande Avenue,
Montrose, CO 81401. Many of these
documents and supporting information
are also available on WAPA'’s website at:
www.wapa.gov/about-wapa/regions/
crsp/rates/.

Ratemaking Procedure Requirements

Environmental Compliance

WAPA is in the process of
determining whether an environmental
assessment or an environmental impact
statement should be prepared or if this
action can be categorically excluded
from those requirements.*

3This Act transferred to, and vested in, the
Secretary of Energy the power marketing functions
of the Secretary of the Department of the Interior
and the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) under
the Reclamation Act of 1902 (ch. 1093, 32 Stat.
388), as amended and supplemented by subsequent
laws, particularly section 9(c) of the Reclamation
Project Act of 1939 (43 U.S.C. 485h(c)); and other
acts that specifically apply to the project involved.

4In compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, 42 U.S.C.
4321-4347; the Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for implementing NEPA (40 CFR parts
1500-1508); and DOE NEPA Implementing
Procedures and Guidelines (10 CFR part 1021).

Determination Under Executive Order
12866

WAPA has an exemption from
centralized regulatory review under
Executive Order 12866; accordingly, no
clearance of this notice by the Office of
Management and Budget is required.
Signing Authority

This document of the Department of
Energy was signed on October 8, 2024,
by Tracey A. LeBeau, Administrator,
Western Area Power Administration,
pursuant to delegated authority from the
Secretary of Energy. That document,
with the original signature and date, is
maintained by DOE. For administrative
purposes only, and in compliance with
requirements of the Office of the Federal
Register, the undersigned DOE Federal
Register Liaison Officer has been
authorized to sign and submit the
document in electronic format for
publication, as an official document of
the Department of Energy. This
administrative process in no way alters
the legal effect of this document upon
publication in the Federal Register.

Signed in Washington, DC, on October 9,
2024.

Jennifer Hartzell,

Alternate Federal Register Liaison Officer,
U.S. Department of Energy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23768 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-OW-2024-0063; FRL-12335-01-
OMS]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Clean Watersheds Needs Survey
(CWNS) (Renewal)

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has submitted an
information collection request (ICR),
“Clean Watersheds Needs Survey
(CWNS) (Renewal)” (EPA ICR Number
0318.14, OMB Control Number 2040—
0050) to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for review and approval
in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act. This is a proposed
extension of the ICR, which is currently
approved through October 31, 2024.
Public comments were previously
requested via the Federal Register on
March 11, 2024, during a 60-day
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comment period. This notice allows for
an additional 30 days for public
comments.

DATES: Comments may be submitted on
or before November 14, 2024.
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
referencing Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-
OW-2024-0063, online using
www.regulations.gov (our preferred
method) or by mail to: EPA Docket
Center, Environmental Protection
Agency, Mail Code 28221T, 1200
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20460.

EPA’s policy is that all comments
received will be included in the public
docket without change including any
personal information provided, unless
the comment includes profanity, threats,
information claimed to be Confidential
Business Information (CBI) or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute.

Submit written comments and
recommendations to OMB for the
proposed information collection within
30 days of publication of this notice to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting ““Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joshua Klein, Office of Water, State
Revolving Fund Branch, (7309]),
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20460; telephone number: (202) 557—
6786; email address: cwns@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
proposed extension of the ICR, which is
currently approved through October 31,
2024. An agency may not conduct or
sponsor and a person is not required to
respond to a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

Public comments were previously
requested via the Federal Register on
March 11, 2024, during a 60-day
comment period (89 FR 17464). This
notice allows for an additional 30 days
for public comments. Supporting
documents, which explain in detail the
information that the EPA will be
collecting, are available in the public
docket for this ICR. The docket can be
viewed online at www.regulations.gov
or in person at the EPA Docket Center,
WJC West, Room 3334, 1301
Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC.
The telephone number for the Docket
Center is 202-566—1744. For additional
information about EPA’s public docket,
visit http://www.epa.gov/dockets.

Abstract: The Clean Watersheds
Needs Survey (CWNS) is required by the

Clean Water Act (CWA) section
516(b)(1)(B) as well as CWA section 609,
which was added by the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), Public
Law 117-58, November 15, 2021. Itisa
periodic inventory of existing and
planned publicly owned wastewater
conveyance and treatment, combined
sewer overflow correction, stormwater
management and other water pollution
control infrastructure in the United
States, as well as an estimate of how
much of this infrastructure may need to
be repaired or upgraded. The CWNS
also asked for information regarding
new infrastructure that is needed. The
CWNS is a joint effort between the EPA
and the states. The CWNS collects cost
and technical data from states that is
associated with POTWs and other water
pollution control facilities, existing and
planned. The respondents who provide
this information to the EPA are state and
territory agencies responsible for
environmental pollution control (states)
and local facility contacts who provide
documentation to the states (facilities).

No confidential information is used,
nor is sensitive information protected
from release under the Public
Information Act. The EPA achieves
national consistency in the final results
through the application of uniform
guidelines and validation techniques.

Form numbers: None.

Respondents/affected entities: States,
Territories, and Facilities.

Respondent’s obligation to respond:
Voluntary.

Estimated number of respondents: 56
States and Territories, 6,684 Facilities
(per year).

Frequency of response: Every 4 years.

Total estimated burden: 13,342 hours
(per year). Burden is defined at 5 CFR
1320.03(b).

Total estimated cost: $799,208 (per
year), includes $0 annualized capital or
operation & maintenance costs.

Changes in the estimates: There is an
increase of 3,698 hours in the total
estimated respondent burden compared
with the ICR currently approved by
OMB. This increase is based upon an
increase in facility universe. The prior
ICR estimated that states would submit
only half of their facilities (16,048). The
majority of the states submitted most of
their facilities in 2022 (30,881), almost
doubling the estimated facility universe.

Courtney Kerwin,

Director, Regulatory Support Division.
[FR Doc. 2024-23683 Filed 10—-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL-12316-01-0A]

Local Government Advisory
Committee: Request for Nominations

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of request for
nominations.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) invites
nominations from a diverse range of
qualified candidates to be considered
for appointment to its Local
Government Advisory Committee
(LGAC). Qualified nominees for the
LGAC hold elected positions with local,
tribal, state, or territorial governments,
or serve in a full-time government
position appointed by an elected
official. EPA is seeking up to 12
individuals to serve one- or two-year
terms beginning in January 2025. For
more information on the LGAC,
including member bios, recent meeting
summaries and recommendations, visit:
https://www.epa.gov/ocir/local-
government-advisory-committee-Igac.
For more details regarding the
nomination process, please see
information under SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

DATES: To be considered for 2025
appointments, nominations should be
submitted by November 14, 2024.

How To Apply: Submit nominations
electronically to LGAC@epa.gov with a
subject heading of ‘LGAC 2024
NOMINATION’ and complete the form
at https://forms.gle/
TB8ehr4i[FWG4kGZ6.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Frank Sylvester, LGAC Designated
Federal Officer (DFO) at (202) 564—
1279/sylvester.frank.j@epa.gov or
LGAC@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Qualifications

The Local Government Advisory
Committee (LGAC) is chartered under
the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA), Public Law 92-463, to advise
the EPA Administrator on
environmental issues impacting local
governments. Members of LGAC will
provide advice and recommendations
on a broad range of issues related to
promoting and protecting public health
and the environment. For 2025 the
topics addressed may include but not be
limited to:
¢ Continued implementation of the

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and

Inflation Reduction Act


https://www.epa.gov/ocir/local-government-advisory-committee-lgac
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» Bolstering resilience to the impacts of
climate change;

¢ Developing capacity for technical
assistance at the local level;

e Supporting local governments in the
assessment and remediation of PFAS
chemicals and other emerging
contaminants.

e Advancing the EPA’s 2022-2026
Strategic Plan
Viable candidates must be current

elected officials representing local, state,

tribal, or territorial governments or
officials who have been appointed
directly by a local, state, tribal, or
territorial elected official. Preference
will be given to qualified candidates
who demonstrate experience developing
and implementing environmental

programs consistent with the 2025

topics listed above. To maintain

geographical diversity of the Committee,
preference for LGAC membership may
also be given to qualified candidates
from tribal or territorial governments.
Additional criteria to be considered
may include: experience with multi-
sector partnerships; coalition-building
and grassroots involvement;
involvement and leadership in national,
state or regional intergovernmental
associations; and diversity in
vocational/career/volunteer background.

Time Commitment

New LGAC members are appointed
for one-year terms and are eligible for
reappointment for one- or two-year
terms for up to six years. In 2025, the
Committee plans to hold two or three
full-day, public meetings, where both
in-person and online participation
options will be available.

In addition to public meetings,
workgroups will be created to address
the 2025 topics noted above, as well as
any emerging issues. Members will be
encouraged to serve on one or more
workgroups, where they will be asked to
share their experiences working on an
issue, recommend experts on an issue
for the Committee to consult with,
debate the nuances of policy
implementation, and review written
recommendations before they are shared
with the full Committee. Applicants
should plan to spend an average of three
hours per month on Committee work.
While EPA is unable to provide
compensation for services, official
Committee travel and related expenses
(lodging, etc.) will be fully reimbursed.

Nominations

Nominations must be submitted in
electronic format. To be considered, all
nominations should be completed using
the application at this link: https://
forms.gle/TB8ehr4iJFWG4kGZ6.

Other sources, in addition to this
Federal Register notice, may be utilized
in the solicitation of nominees. EPA
expressly values diversity, equity, and
inclusion, and encourages the
nominations of elected and appointed
officials from diverse backgrounds so
that the LGAC looks like America and
reflect the country’s rich diversity.
Individuals may self-nominate.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Francis Sylvester,

EPA Designated Federal Officer Local
Government Advisory Committee.

[FR Doc. 2024-23763 Filed 10—11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-OW-2024-0087; FRL~12336-01—
omS]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Urban Waters Federal Partnership
Program

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has submitted an
information collection request (ICR),
Urban Waters Federal Partnership
Program (EPA ICR Number 2801.01,
OMB Control Number 2040-NEW) to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act. This is a request for
approval of a new collection. Public
comments were previously requested
via the Federal Register on March 27,
2024, during a 60-day comment period.
This notice allows for an additional 30
days for public comments.

DATES: Comments may be submitted on
or before November 14, 2024.
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
referencing Docket ID Number EPA—
HQ-0OW-2024-0087, to EPA online
using www.regulations.gov (our
preferred method), by email to ow-
docket@epa.gov, or by mail to: EPA
Docket Center, Environmental
Protection Agency, Mail Code 28221T,
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20460. EPA’s policy is
that all comments received will be
included in the public docket without
change including any personal
information provided, unless the
comment includes profanity, threats,
information claimed to be Confidential

Business Information (CBI) or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute.

Submit written comments and
recommendations to OMB for the
proposed information collection within
30 days of publication of this notice to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting ““Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tara
O’Hare, Partnership Programs Branch,
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities
Division, Office of Wetlands, Oceans
and Watersheds, Mail Code 4504T,
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20460; telephone number: 202-564—
8836; fax number: 202-566—1336; email
address: ohare.tara@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
request for approval of a new collection.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor
and a person is not required to respond
to a collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Public comments were previously
requested via the Federal Register on
March 27, 2024, during a 60-day
comment period (89 FR 21252). This
notice allows for an additional 30 days
for public comments. Supporting
documents, which explain in detail the
information that the EPA will be
collecting, are available in the public
docket for this ICR. The docket can be
viewed online at www.regulations.gov
or in person at the EPA Docket Center,
WJC West, Room 3334, 1301
Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC.
The telephone number for the Docket
Center is 202-566—1744. For additional
information about EPA’s public docket,
visit http://www.epa.gov/dockets.

Abstract: The Urban Waters Federal
Partnership is a voluntary program
created in 2011 that seeks to reconnect
urban communities, particularly those
that are overburdened or economically
distressed, with their waterways to
become stewards for clean urban waters.
Working with a diverse set of partners,
the program seeks to help communities
restore and protect water quality and
revitalize adjacent rural, suburban, and
urban neighborhoods throughout the
watershed. As part of its strategic
planning efforts, the EPA encourages
programs to develop meaningful
performance measures, set ambitious
targets, and link budget expenditures to
results. Data collected under this ICR
will assist the Urban Waters Federal
Partnership in demonstrating results
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and carrying out evaluation efforts to
ensure continual program improvement.
In addition, the data will help the EPA
estimate the environmental and
programmatic impact of the program
and evaluate the health of the
partnership at each location.

Form numbers: Workplan Form 6100—
084; Annual Reporting Form 6100-085;
Partnership Evaluation Form 6100-083.

Respondents/affected entities:
Respondents consist of Urban Waters
Federal Partnership Ambassadors and a
wide variety of organizations and
businesses that partner with
Ambassadors at each Urban Waters
Federal Partnership designated location.

Respondent’s obligation to respond:
Voluntary.

Estimated number of respondents:
2,806 (total).

Frequency of response: Urban Waters
Federal Partnership designated
locations will submit a Workplan every
other year. Urban Waters Federal
Partnership designated locations will
submit Annual Reporting Forms and
Partnership Evaluation Forms each year.

Total estimated burden: 9,600 hours
(per year). Burden is defined at 5 CFR
1320.03(b).

Total estimated cost: $443,946 (per
year), which includes no annualized
capital or operation & maintenance
costs.

Changes in the estimates: This is a
new collection.

Courtney Kerwin,

Director, Regulatory Support Division.
[FR Doc. 202423684 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[OMB 3060-XXXX; FR ID 252551]

Information Collection Being Reviewed
by the Federal Communications
Commission

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, and as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC or
the Commission) invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on the
following information collection.
Comments are requested concerning:
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper

performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimate; ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and ways to
further reduce the information
collection burden on small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.

DATES: Written PRA comments should
be submitted on or before December 16,
2024. If you anticipate that you will be
submitting comments, but find it
difficult to do so within the period of
time allowed by this notice, you should
advise the contact listed below as soon
as possible.

ADDRESSES: Direct all PRA comments to
Nicole Ongele, FCC, via email PRA@
fce.gov and to nicole.ongele@fcc.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information about the
information collection, contact Nicole
Ongele, (202) 418-2991.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FCC
may not conduct or sponsor a collection
of information unless it displays a
currently valid control number. No
person shall be subject to any penalty
for failing to comply with a collection
of information subject to the PRA that
does not display a valid Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) control
number.

OMB Control Number: 3060—-XXXX.

Title: Facilitating Implementation of
Next Generation 911 Services (NG911).

Form Number: N/A.

Type of Review: New information
collection.

Respondents: State, Local, or Tribal
Government, and business or other for-
profit entities.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 1,543 respondents; 2,840
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 2—40
hours.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement; third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in sections 1, 2, 4(i), 201, 214, 222, 225,
251(e), 301, 303, 316, and 332 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, 47 U.S.C. 151, 152, 154(i),
201, 214, 222, 225, 251(e), 301, 303, 3186,
332, and the Wireless Communications
and Public Safety Act of 1999, Public
Law 106-81, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 615

note, 615, 615a, 615a—1, 615b; and
section 106 of the Twenty-First Century
Communications and Video
Accessibility Act of 2010, Public Law
111-260, 47 U.S.C. 615c.

Total Annual Burden: 10,012 hours.

Total Annual Cost: No Cost.

Needs and Uses: In a Report and
Order released on July 19, 2024, FCC
24-78, published at 89 FR 78066,
September 24, 2024, the Commission
adopted rules to advance the
nationwide transition to Next
Generation 911 (NG911).? These rules
require wireline providers, Commercial
Mobile Radio Service (CMRS) providers,
covered text providers, providers of
interconnected Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP) services, and providers
of Internet-based Telecommunications
Relay Service (internet-based TRS)
(collectively, OSPs) to take actions to
start or continue the transition to NG911
in coordination with 911 Authorities.
Associated with these rules, the
Commission seeks OMB approval for
notification and recordkeeping
requirements applicable to 911
Authorities and OSPs, as described in
more detail herein.

Specifically, the rules require OSPs to
take steps in two phases to complete all
translation and routing to deliver 911
traffic, including associated routing and
location information, in the requested
IP-based format. These requirements are
intended to correspond to and
complement the readiness phases for
911 Authorities so that once a 911
Authority is ready to receive NG911
traffic in a specific IP format, the OSP
will be required to deliver it in that
format. In Phase 1, OSPs will be
required to deliver 911 traffic in a basic
Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) format
to NG911 Delivery Points designated by
the 911 Authority in the 911 Authority’s
State or territory, and complete
connectivity testing. In Phase 2, OSPs
will be required to deliver 911 traffic in
SIP format that complies with NG911
commonly accepted standards to NG911
Delivery Points designated by the 911
Authority in the 911 Authority’s State or
territory, install and put into operation
all necessary equipment, software, and
other infrastructure, and complete
connectivity testing. For each phase,
OSPs must meet certain implementation
deadlines. OSPs must bear the financial
responsibility for such transmission,
including costs associated with
completing any needed TDM-to-IP
translation and the costs of delivering
associated routing and location

1The Report and Order was corrected via two
errata released on September 5, 2024, and October
1, 2024.
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information in the requested IP-based
format.

This rulemaking necessitates three
information collections. First, under 47
CFR 9.31(a) and (b), 911 Authorities that
wish to make Phase 1 or Phase 2 valid
requests for delivery of 911 traffic in IP-
based formats must provide notification
containing certain certifications and
information to either serving OPSs or to
a registry to be made available by the
Commission.

Second, in 47 CFR 9.31(c), OSPs that
wish to challenge 911 Authorities’ valid
requests may submit a petition to the
Public Safety and Homeland Security
Bureau (PSHSB) within 60 days of the
receipt of a Phase 1 or 2 request from
a 911 Authority. Such challenge
petitions must meet applicable
procedural requirements and must be in
the form of an affidavit that contains
certain supporting information. The
affected 911 Authority may file an
opposition to the OSP’s petition, and
parties may file replies to oppositions.
Filing parties must serve a copy of the
document on the other party at the time
of filing.

Third, in 47 CFR 9.34, 911 Authorities
and OSPs may enter into voluntary
mutual agreements that establish terms
different from the Commission’s rules.
Within 30 days of the date when any
such agreement is executed, or
subsequently modified or terminated,
the participating OSP must notify the
Commission and provide information
about alternative terms and transition
deadlines.

OSPs will use the information
collected pursuant to section 9.31(a) and
(b) that is submitted by 911 Authorities
to trigger their NG911 transition
obligations described in section 9.29(a)
and (b), respectively, and their NG911
implementation deadlines set forth in
section 9.30(a) and (b), respectively.
OSPs will receive notifications either
directly from 911 Authorities, or from a
registry where 911 Authorities may
submit notifications. To the extent that
911 Authorities submit their valid
request notifications in a registry made
available by the Commission pursuant
to section 9.31(a)(5) and (b)(6), the
Commission will use the information
collected pursuant to section 9.31(a) and
(b) to monitor the progress of valid
requests at each phase of the NG911
transition and to keep track of
implementation deadlines associated
with each valid request.

PSHSB will use the information
collected pursuant to section 9.31 that is
submitted by the OSPs in their petitions
challenging 911 Authorities’ valid
requests, as well as information
submitted by 911 Authorities who file

oppositions to such petitions and
information submitted by OSPs who file
replies to such oppositions, to
determine whether to pause the
implementation deadline for that OSP,
affirm the request of the 911 Authority
as valid, or take other action as
necessary. The requirements should
simplify the enforcement and complaint
process for both OSPs and 911
Authorities regarding OSPs’
implementation deadlines.

In addition, the information collected
pursuant to section 9.34(a) and (b)
provides the Commission with
awareness of any changes to the
obligations of OSPs under the rules.

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary, Office of the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024—23650 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[OMB 3060-0508; FR ID 252784]

Information Collection Being Reviewed
by the Federal Communications
Commission Under Delegated
Authority

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, and as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995 (PRA), the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC or
Commission) invites the general public
and other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on the
following information collections.
Comments are requested concerning:
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimate; ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and ways to
further reduce the information
collection burden on small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.
The FCC may not conduct or sponsor a
collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid Office of

Management and Budget (OMB) control
number. No person shall be subject to
any penalty for failing to comply with

a collection of information subject to the
PRA that does not display a valid OMB
control number.

DATES: Written PRA comments should
be submitted on or before December 16,
2024. If you anticipate that you will be
submitting comments but find it
difficult to do so within the period of
time allowed by this notice, you should
advise the contact listed below as soon
as possible.

ADDRESSES: Direct all PRA comments to
Cathy Williams, FCC, via email to PRA@
fec.gov and to Cathy.Williams@fcc.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information about the
information collection, contact Cathy
Williams at (202) 418-2918.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

OMB Control Number: 3060-0508.

Title: Parts 1 and 22 Reporting and
Recordkeeping Requirements.

Form Number: Not applicable.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities, Individuals or
households, and State, Local or Tribal
Governments.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 15,448 respondents; 16,166
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.13
hours—10 hours.

Frequency of Response:
Recordkeeping requirement; On
occasion, quarterly, and semi-annual
reporting requirements; Third-party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in 47 U.S.C. 154, 222, 303, 309 and 332.

Total Annual Burden: 2,579 hours.

Annual Cost Burden: $19,116,900.

Needs and Uses: On August 16, 2013,
the Federal Communications
Commission (Commission) released a
Third Report and Order (FCC 13-115) in
MM Docket No. 93—177 to harmonize
and streamline its rules regarding tower
construction near AM stations. The
reforms included establishing a single
protection scheme for tower
construction and modification near AM
tower arrays. The Commission’s rules
previously contained several sections in
different rule parts that addressed tower
construction near AM antennas and
were intended to protect AM stations
from the effects of such tower
construction, including (among others
not relevant here), 47 CFR 22.371. With
adoption of this Order, 47 CFR 22.371
was removed and was replaced by a
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new rule, 47 CFR 1.30002, which is not
covered by this Supporting Statement.

On November 10, 2014, the
Commission released a Report and
Order and Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (FCC 14-181) in WT Docket
No. 1240 to reform its rules governing
the 800 MHz Cellular Radiotelephone
(Cellular) Service. In the Report and
Order (Cellular R&0O), the Commission
changed the Cellular licensing model
from site-based to geographic-based.
The revised Cellular Service licensing
model entailed eliminating several filing
requirements that had outlived their
usefulness in this mature commercial
wireless service that was launched in
the early 1980s; it also streamlined
application content requirements, and
deleted obsolete provisions associated
with the legacy site-based regime.

Subsequently, on March 24, 2017, the
Commission released a Second Report
and Order in that same docket (Cellular
Second R&O), together with a
companion Report and Order in WT
Docket No. 10-112 concerning the
Wireless Radio Services (WRS), which
include the Cellular Service among
others (WRS R&O) (FCC 17-27). The
Cellular Second R&O and WRS R&O
revised or eliminated certain licensing
rules and modernized outdated radiated
power and other technical rules
applicable to the Cellular Service. As
part of FCC 17-27, the Commission also
released a Second Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking in which it
sought comment on deleting certain
recordkeeping and administrative rules
applicable to the Public Mobile Services
(including the Cellular Service), which
are governed by Part 22 of the
Commission’s rules.

On July 13, 2018, the Commission
released a Third report and Order in the
Cellular Reform proceeding (Cellular 3d
R&O) (FCC 18-92), in which it deleted
certain Part 22 rules that either imposed
administrative and recordkeeping
burdens that are outdated and no longer
serve the public interest, or that are
largely duplicative of later-adopted
rules and are thus no longer necessary.
Among the rule deletions and of
relevance to this information collection,
the Commission deleted rule section
22.303, resulting in discontinued
information collection for that rule
section.

The Commission is now seeking
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for a three year
extension of this information collection.

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary, Office of the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-23709 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION
Sunshine Act Meetings

TIME AND DATE: October 22, 2024; 1:00
p.m.

PLACE: The meeting will be held at the
Surface Transportation Board at the
address below and also streamed live on
the Federal Maritime Commission’s
YouTube channel.

Surface Transportation Board, 395 E
Street SW, Room #1042 (Hearing
Room), Washington, DC 20423

STATUS: Parts of this meeting will be
open to the public. The rest of the
meeting will be closed to the public.
The meeting will be held on October 22,
2024, beginning at 1:00 p.m. in the
Hearing Room of the Surface
Transportation Board and the public
portion of the meeting will be streamed
live on the Federal Maritime
Commission’s YouTube channel. Any
person wishing to attend the public
portion of the meeting in-person should
report to Surface Transportation Board
with enough time to clear building
security procedures. If technical issues
prevent the Commission from streaming
live, the Commission will post a
recording of the public portion of the
meeting on the Commission’s YouTube
channel following the meeting.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

PORTIONS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

1. Update on Enforcement

2. Update on Status of Ocean Shipping
Reform Act of 2022—Charge
Complaints

3. Update on Federal Maritime
Commission Information
Technology

PORTIONS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC:

1. Internal Portion—Update on
Enforcement

2. Internal Portion—Update on Status of
Ocean Shipping Reform Act of
2022—Charge Complaints

3. Internal Portion—Update on Federal
Maritime Commission Information
Technology

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:

David Eng, Secretary, (202) 523-5725.

David Eng,

Secretary, Federal Maritime Commission.
[FR Doc. 2024-23891 Filed 10-10-24; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 6730-02-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Formations of, Acquisitions by, and
Mergers of Bank Holding Companies

The companies listed in this notice
have applied to the Board for approval,
pursuant to the Bank Holding Company
Act of 1956 (12 U.S.C. 1841 et seq.)
(BHC Act), Regulation Y (12 CFR part
225), and all other applicable statutes
and regulations to become a bank
holding company and/or to acquire the
assets or the ownership of, control of, or
the power to vote shares of a bank or
bank holding company and all of the
banks and nonbanking companies
owned by the bank holding company,
including the companies listed below.

The public portions of the
applications listed below, as well as
other related filings required by the
Board, if any, are available for
immediate inspection at the Federal
Reserve Bank(s) indicated below and at
the offices of the Board of Governors.
This information may also be obtained
on an expedited basis, upon request, by
contacting the appropriate Federal
Reserve Bank and from the Board’s
Freedom of Information Office at
https://www.federalreserve.gov/foia/
request.htm. Interested persons may
express their views in writing on the
standards enumerated in the BHC Act
(12 U.S.C. 1842(c)).

Comments received are subject to
public disclosure. In general, comments
received will be made available without
change and will not be modified to
remove personal or business
information including confidential,
contact, or other identifying
information. Comments should not
include any information such as
confidential information that would not
be appropriate for public disclosure.

Comments regarding each of these
applications must be received at the
Reserve Bank indicated or the offices of
the Board of Governors, Ann E.
Misback, Secretary of the Board, 20th
Street and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20551-0001, not later
than November 14, 2024.

A. Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
(Nadine M. Wallman, Vice President)
1455 East Sixth Street, Cleveland, Ohio
44101-2566. Comments can also be sent
electronically to
Comments.applications@clev.frb.org:

1. SB Financial Group, Inc., Defiance,
Ohio; to acquire Marblehead Bancorp,
and thereby indirectly acquire The
Marblehead Bank, both of Marblehead,
Ohio.


https://www.federalreserve.gov/foia/request.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/foia/request.htm
mailto:Comments.applications@clev.frb.org
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Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System.

Michele Taylor Fennell,

Associate Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 202423784 Filed 10—-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT
INVESTMENT BOARD

Notice of Board Meeting

DATES: October 22, 2024 at 10 a.m.
eastern daylight time (EDT).
ADDRESSES: Telephonic. Dial-in (listen
only) information: Number: 1-202-599—
1426, Code: 828 801 968 #; or via web:
https://www.frtib.gov/.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kimberly Weaver, Director, Office of
External Affairs, (202) 942—1640.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: BOARD
MEETING AGENDA.

Open Session

1. Approval of the September 24, 2024,
Board Meeting Minutes

2. Monthly Reports

(a) Participant Report

(b) Legislative Report
3. Quarterly Reports

(c) Investment Review

(d) Audit Status

(e) Budget Review
4. Internal Audit Update
5. OEA Annual Presentation
6. Social Science Update

Closed Session
7. Information covered under 5 U.S.C.
552b(c)(6), (c)(9)(B), and (c)(10).
Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552b(e)(1).
Dated: October 9, 2024.

Dharmesh Vashee,

General Counsel, Federal Retirement Thrift
Investment Board.

[FR Doc. 2024-23779 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[Document Identifier: CMS-855B, CMS-R—
48 and CMS-10239]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, Health and Human
Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing
an opportunity for the public to
comment on CMS’ intention to collect
information from the public. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), Federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, and to allow

a second opportunity for public
comment on the notice. Interested
persons are invited to send comments
regarding the burden estimate or any
other aspect of this collection of
information, including the necessity and
utility of the proposed information
collection for the proper performance of
the agency’s functions, the accuracy of
the estimated burden, ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected, and the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology to
minimize the information collection
burden.

DATES: Comments on the collection(s) of
information must be received by the
OMB desk officer by November 14,
2024.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

To obtain copies of a supporting
statement and any related forms for the
proposed collection(s) summarized in
this notice, please access the CMS PRA
website by copying and pasting the
following web address into your web
browser: https://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/
PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-
Listing.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William Parham at (410) 786—4669.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), Federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. The term “collection of
information” is defined in 44 U.S.C.
3502(3) and 5 CFR 1320.3(c) and
includes agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide
information to a third party. Section

3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)) requires Federal agencies
to publish a 30-day notice in the
Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information,
including each proposed extension or
reinstatement of an existing collection
of information, before submitting the
collection to OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, CMS is
publishing this notice that summarizes
the following proposed collection(s) of
information for public comment:

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Reinstatement with change of a
previously approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Medicare
Enrollment Application for Clinics/
Group Practices and Other Suppliers;
Use: Various sections of the Act, the
United States Code (U.S.C.), Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) Code, and the
CFR require providers and suppliers to
furnish information concerning the
amounts due and the identification of
individuals or entities that furnish
medical services to beneficiaries before
payment can be made. The Form CMS—
855B application is submitted when the
applicant first requests Medicare
enrollment. The application is used by
the MACGs to collect data to ensure the
applicant has the necessary credentials
to provide the health care services for
which they intend to bill Medicare; this
includes data that allows the Medicare
contractor to correctly price, process,
and pay the applicant’s claims. It also
gathers information that enables MACs
to ensure that the supplier is neither
excluded from the Medicare program
nor debarred, suspended, or excluded
from any other Federal agency or
program. The application is also used by
enrolled suppliers when they are
reporting a change in their ownership,
a change in their current Medicare
enrollment information, or are
revalidating or reactivating their
Medicare enrollment. Form Number:
CMS-855B (OMB control number:
0938-1377); Frequency: Occasionally;
Affected Public: Private Sector; Business
or other for-profits, and Not-for Profits;
Number of Respondents: 132,800;
Number of Responses: 132,800; Total
Annual Hours: 155,884. (For questions
regarding this collection, contact Frank
Whalen at 410-786-1302 or
Frank.Whelan@cms.hhs.gov.)

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Reinstatement with change of a
previously approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Hospital
Conditions of Participation (CoPs) and
Supporting Regulations; Use: The
purpose of this package is to request
from the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) approval of the


http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
mailto:Frank.Whelan@cms.hhs.gov
https://www.frtib.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing
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reinstatement with change of the
information collection request
associated with OMB control number:
0938-0328.

The information collection
requirements described herein are
needed to implement the Medicare and
Medicaid Conditions of Participation
(CoPs) for a total of 5,132 facilities that
includes: 4,994 accredited and non-
accredited hospitals and 138 Critical
Access Hospitals (CAHs) with Distinct
Part Units (DPUs); specifically, 119
CAHs with psychiatric DPUs and 19
CAHs with rehabilitation DPUs. The
information collection requirements for
the 1,245 CAHs without DPUs (1,383
total CAHs less 138 CAHs with DPUs)
are covered under OMB control number:
0938-1043 (CMS-10239).

As previous stated, this notice is
related to a reinstatement of the
information collection request that
expired on 11/30/2017. The previous
iteration of this OMB control number
0938-0328 (approved November 14,
2014) had a burden of 14,424,655
annual hours. For this requested
reinstatement, with changes, the
adjusted annual hourly burden for
industry is 3,566,521 hours at an annual
cost of $310,989,894. The decrease in
burden hours is primarily due to the fact
that many of the information collections
that were previously required as CoPs
by CMS are now customary and usual
industry practice and would take place
in the absence of the Medicare and
Medicaid programs. In addition, where
possible, CMS reduced the burden of
CoPs with prior information collections.
For example, the burden for individual
hospitals that are part of a multi-
hospital system was reduced by
allowing a multi-hospital system, which
represent approximately 70% of
hospitals today, to develop a unified
Quality Assessment and Performance
Improvement (QAPI) program rather
than requiring each hospital in the
system to maintain separate programs
and reporting requirements.

This reinstatement also reflects a
change in how the annual burden costs
for information collection requirements
for Hospital CoPs are calculated. In
prior submissions, the fully loaded wage
estimates applied only an additional
33% to the hourly wage to account for
fringe benefits. This reinstatement
applies an additional 100% to the
median hourly wage to reflect the costs
more accurately to hospitals for
compliance with the current CoPs.

Additional changes reflected in this
reinstatement are some of the
information collections were placed on
participating hospitals as CoPs during
the recent COVID-19 Public Health

Emergency (PHE), specifically regarding
collecting and reporting data on
incidents and hospital management of
infection diseases. The burden of many
of these information collections were
accounted for in other OMB
submissions, such as the “Unified
Hospital Data Surveillance System (U.S.
Healthcare COVID-19 Collection” (OMB
control number 0990-0478), and some
of these collections ended or were
revised after HHS declared the end of
the COVID-19 PHE in April 2024. As a
result, this reinstatement does not
include information collection
requirements that have expired, and
only includes the annual burden and
costs to participating hospitals and
CAHs with DPUs for information
collections that have remained as CoPs
after the COVID-19 PHE ended. In
addition, in anticipation of an upcoming
final rule titled ‘““Medicare and Medicaid
Programs and the Children’s Health
Insurance Program; Hospital Inpatient
Prospective Payment Systems for Acute
Care Hospitals and the Long-Term Care
Hospital Prospective Payment System
and Policy Changes and Fiscal Year
2025 Rates; Quality Programs
Requirements; and Other Policy
Changes,” this package includes burden
estimates for additional information
collection requirements that CMS is
adding as CoPs in the interest of public
health and ensuring resiliency in the
U.S. health care system. The
aforementioned final rule, CMS-1808-F
(RIN 0938—AV34), is currently on public
display at the Office of the Federal
Register and scheduled for publication
on August 28, 2024.

Finally, this reinstatement
incorporates additional information
collection requirements associated with
a number of new CoPs for hospitals and
CAHs regarding obstetrical services
which are outlined in detail in the July
2024 proposed rule titled ‘“Medicare
and Medicaid Programs: Hospital
Outpatient Prospective Payment and
Ambulatory Surgical Center Payment
Systems; Quality Reporting Programs,
Including the Hospital Inpatient Quality
Reporting Program; Health and Safety
Standards for Obstetrical Services in
Hospitals and Critical Access Hospitals;
Prior Authorization; Requests for
Information; Medicaid and CHIP
Continuous Eligibility; Medicaid Clinic
Services Four Walls Exceptions;
Individuals Currently or Formerly in
Custody of Penal Authorities; Revision
to Medicare Special Enrollment Period
for Formerly Incarcerated Individuals;
and All-Inclusive Rate Add-On Payment
for High-Cost Drugs Provided by Indian
Health Service and Tribal Facilities” (89

FR 59186). Form Number: CMS—-R—48
(OMB control number: 0938—-0328);
Frequency: Yearly; Affected Public:
Private Sector (Business or other for-
profit); Number of Respondents: 4,664;
Total Annual Responses: 2,647,647;
Total Annual Hours: 3,566,521 (For
policy questions regarding this
collection contact Claudia Molinar at
410-786—8445).

3. Type of Information Collection
Request: Reinstatement with change of a
previously approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Conditions of
Participation for Critical Access
Hospitals (CAH) and Supporting
Regulations; Use: The purpose of this
package is to request from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) the
approval to reinstate, with changes, the
information collection request,
associated with OMB Control Number
0938-1043, titled “Critical Access
Hospital (CAH) Conditions of
Participation (CoPs) and Supporting
Regulations.”

Sections 1820 and 1861(mm) of the
Social Security Act provide that CAHs
participating Medicare meet certain
specified requirements. The regulations
containing the information collection
requirements are located at 42 CFR part
485, subpart F. These regulations
implement sections 1102, 1138,
1814(a)(8), 1820(a—f), 1861(mm), 1864,
and 1871 of the Act.

This is a reinstatement of the
information collection request that
expired on March 31, 2024. The
previous iteration of this OMB No.
0938-1043 (approved March 25, 2021)
had a burden of 33,905 annual hours.
For this requested reinstatement, with
changes, the estimated total annual
burden hours for the industry is 898,332
hours and the estimated annual burden
costs are $74,020,673.

The increase in burden hours from the
prior package is primarily due to new
information collections associated with
new CoPs for CAHs outlined in the two
CMS rules referenced below. The new
CoPs include multiple information
collection requirements that are one-
time burdens for developing new
policies and protocols and ongoing
reporting requirements, such as daily or
biweekly reporting of respiratory
illnesses as well as maternal deaths. The
reasons for the increased information
collections are discussed in more detail
in the rules and are summarized in the
information collection request.

(1) Obstetrical services included in
the proposed rule, Medicare and
Medicaid Programs: Hospital Outpatient
Prospective Payment and Ambulatory
Surgical Center Payment Systems;
Quality Reporting Programs, Including
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the Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting
Program; Health and Safety Standards
for Obstetrical Services in Hospitals and
Critical Access Hospitals; Prior
Authorization; Requests for Information;
Medicaid and CHIP Continuous
Eligibility; Medicaid Clinic Services
Four Walls Exceptions; Individuals
Currently or Formerly in Custody of
Penal Authorities; Revision to Medicare
Special Enrollment Period for Formerly
Incarcerated Individuals; and All-
Inclusive Rate Add-On Payment for
High-Cost Drugs Provided by Indian
Health Service and Tribal Facilities, 89
FR 59186 (July 22, 2024) (hereinafter
referred to as the “July 2024 Proposed
Rule”).

(2) Reporting of acute respiratory
illnesses in the interest of public health
and ensuring resiliency in the U.S.
health care system included in the Final
rule: Medicare and Medicaid Programs
and the Children’s Health Insurance
Program; Hospital Inpatient Prospective
Payment Systems for Acute Care
Hospitals and the Long-Term Care
Hospital Prospective Payment System
and Policy Changes and Fiscal Year
2025 Rates; Quality Programs
Requirements; and Other Policy
Changes. The aforementioned final rule,
CMS-1808—-F (RIN 0938-AV34), is
currently on display at the Office of the
Federal Register and scheduled for
publication on August 28, 2024
(hereinafter referred to as the “August
2024 Final Rule”’).

The change in total burden hours is
also due to prior information collection
requests are exempt from the PRA
because the requirements are customary
and usual industry practice and would
take place in the absence of the
Medicare and Medicaid programs. Form
Number: CMS—-10239 (OMB control
number: 0938-1043); Frequency: Yearly;
Affected Public: Private Sector (Business
or other for-profit); Number of
Respondents: 1,245; Total Annual
Responses: 9,145; Total Annual Hours:
898,332 (For policy questions regarding
this collection contact Claudia Molinar
at 410-786—8445).

William N. Parham, III,

Director, Division of Information Collections
and Regulatory Impacts, Office of Strategic
Operations and Regulatory Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2024-23737 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

[Docket No. FDA-2018-N-1262]

Notice of Approval of Product Under
Voucher: Rare Pediatric Disease
Priority Review Voucher; KISQALI
(ribociclib)

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is announcing the
issuance of approval of a product
redeeming a priority review voucher.
The Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (FD&C Act) authorizes FDA to
award priority review vouchers to
sponsors of approved rare pediatric
disease product applications that meet
certain criteria. FDA is required to
publish notice of the issuance of priority
review vouchers as well as the approval
of products redeeming a priority review
voucher. FDA has determined that the
supplemental application for KISQALI
(ribociclib), approved September 17,
2024, meets the criteria for redeeming a
priority review voucher.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cathryn Lee, Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research, Food and Drug
Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002,
301-796-1394, email: Cathryn.Lee@
fda.hhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FDA is
announcing the approval of a product
redeeming a rare pediatric disease
priority review voucher. Under section
529 of the FD&C Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff),
FDA will report the issuance of rare
pediatric disease priority review
vouchers and the approval of products
for which a voucher was redeemed.
FDA has determined that the
supplemental application (Supplement-
18) for KISQALI (ribociclib) meets the
redemption criteria.

For further information about the Rare
Pediatric Disease Priority Review
Voucher Program and for a link to the
full text of section 529 of the FD&C Act,
go to https://www.fda.gov/ForIlndustry/
DevelopingProductsforRareDiseases
Conditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriority
VoucherProgram/default.htm. For
further information about KISQALI
(ribociclib), go to the “Drugs@FDA”
website at https://www.accessdata.
fda.gov/scripts/cder/daf/.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Eric Flamm,
Acting Associate Commissioner for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2024-23651 Filed 10—-11—-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2023-D-4095]

Using Relative Supersaturation To
Support ‘Urinary Tract Health’ Claims
for Adult Maintenance Cat Food;
Guidance for Industry; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA, Agency, or we) is
announcing the availability of a final
guidance for industry #284 entitled
“Using Relative Supersaturation To
Support ‘Urinary Tract Health’ Claims
for Adult Maintenance Cat Food.”
FDA'’s Center for Veterinary Medicine
(CVM) has evaluated the use of relative
supersaturation (RSS) methodology to
support urinary tract health claims for
certain adult maintenance cat food. RSS
is a measurement that estimates the
potential for crystal formation and
bladder stone growth, which is a
common affliction in cats. This
guidance provides recommendations for
how pet food manufacturers can use
RSS methodology to substantiate
general structure or function claims that
an adult maintenance cat food supports
urinary tract health by promoting a
healthy mineral content in the urinary
tract.

DATES: The announcement of the
guidance is published in the Federal
Register on October 15, 2024.
ADDRESSES: You may submit either
electronic or written comments on
Agency guidances at any time as
follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,


https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/DevelopingProductsforRareDiseasesConditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriorityVoucherProgram/default.htm
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such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.
e If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions” and “Instructions”).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand Delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

¢ For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2023-D-4095 for “Using Relative
Supersaturation To Support ‘Urinary
Tract Health’ Claims for Adult
Maintenance Cat Food.” Received
comments will be placed in the docket
and, except for those submitted as
“Confidential Submissions,” publicly
viewable at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Dockets Management Staff
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday, 240—-402-7500.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not

in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as ‘“‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-
09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852, 240—-402-7500.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the guidance to the Policy and
Regulations Staff, Center for Veterinary
Medicine, Food and Drug
Administration, 7500 Standish P1.,
Rockville, MD 20855. Send one self-
addressed adhesive label to assist that
office in processing your requests. See
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
for electronic access to the guidance
document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Donnelly, Center for Veterinary
Medicine, Food and Drug
Administration, 12225 Wilkins Ave.,
Rockville, MD 20852, 240—-402—-9802,
karen.donnelly2@fda.hhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

In the Federal Register of November
30, 2023 (88 FR 83552), FDA published
the notice of availability for a draft
guidance entitled ‘“Using Relative
Supersaturation To Support ‘Urinary
Tract Health’ Claims for Adult
Maintenance Cat Food,” giving
interested persons until February 28,
2024, to comment on the draft guidance.
FDA received four comment
submissions from industry and industry
associations, with multiple comments
each on the draft guidance. Comments
include requests for more clarity in the
recommended study design and
parameters, more opportunity to
develop studies in consultation with
FDA, shorter mechanism of action
statement for the label, and questions on
the length of recommended studies.
These comments were considered as the
guidance was finalized. A summary of

changes includes: We clarified the
language describing the recommended
minimum 40-day study for utility and
safety, we removed the recommendation
to keep animals on a study for up to 26
weeks while we review the submitted
data, we shortened the recommended
mechanism of action statement for the
label and added language indicating that
other versions may also be acceptable,
we added clarifying language about the
target values for demonstrating utility,
and we removed conjugated bilirubin
from the recommended analytes
included in a serum chemistry panel as
being redundant if total bilirubin is
measured. In addition, editorial changes
were made to improve clarity, including
creating new headings for the
“Combined Safety and Utility Study”
and “Other Considerations” sections
instead of having them under the
“Target Animal Safety’” heading. The
guidance announced in this notice
finalizes the draft guidance dated
November 30, 2023.

This level 1 guidance is being issued
consistent with FDA’s good guidance
practices regulation (21 CFR 10.115).
The guidance represents the current
thinking of FDA on “Using Relative
Supersaturation To Support ‘Urinary
Tract Health’ Claims for Adult
Maintenance Cat Food.” It does not
establish any rights for any person and
is not binding on FDA or the public.
You can use an alternative approach if
it satisfies the requirements of the
applicable statutes and regulations.

II. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

FDA concludes that this final
guidance contains no collection of
information. Therefore, clearance by the
Office of Management and Budget under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 is
not required.

II1. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the guidance at https://
www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/
GuidanceComplianceEnforcement/
GuidanceforIndustry/default.htm,
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-
information/search-fda-guidance-
documents, or https://
www.regulations.gov.

Dated: October 4, 2024.
Kimberlee Trzeciak,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Legislation,
and International Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2024-23706 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2024-D—-4409]

Endosseous Dental Implants and
Endosseous Dental Implant
Abutments—Performance Criteria for
Safety and Performance Based
Pathway; Guidance for Industry and
Food and Drug Administration Staff;
Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the availability of a final
guidance entitled “Endosseous Dental
Implants and Endosseous Dental
Implant Abutments—Performance
Criteria for Safety and Performance
Based Pathway.” The device-specific
guidance identified in this notice was
developed in accordance with the
finalized guidance entitled ‘‘Safety and
Performance Based Pathway.” This
guidance has been implemented
without prior comment, but it remains
subject to comment in accordance with
the Agency’s good guidance practices.
DATES: The announcement of the
guidance is published in the Federal
Register on October 15, 2024.
ADDRESSES: You may submit either
electronic or written comments on
Agency guidances at any time as
follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.

¢ If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the

public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions” and “Instructions”).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

o Mail/Hand Delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA—305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

o For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2024-D-4409 for “Endosseous Dental
Implants and Endosseous Dental
Implant Abutments—Performance
Criteria for Safety and Performance
Based Pathway.” Received comments
will be placed in the docket and, except
for those submitted as ““Confidential
Submissions,” publicly viewable at
https://www.regulations.gov or at the
Dockets Management Staff between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday, 240-402-7500.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as ‘“‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://

www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-
09-1 8/£df/201 5-23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852, 240-402-7500.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

An electronic copy of the guidance
document is available for download
from the internet. See the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
information on electronic access to the
guidance. Submit written requests for a
single hard copy of the guidance
document entitled “Endosseous Dental
Implants and Endosseous Dental
Implant Abutments—Performance
Criteria for Safety and Performance
Based Pathway”’ to the Office of Policy,
Center for Devices and Radiological
Health, Food and Drug Administration,
10903 New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 66,
Rm. 5431, Silver Spring, MD 20993—
0002. Send one self-addressed adhesive
label to assist that office in processing
your request.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jason Ryans, Center for Devices and
Radiological Health, Food and Drug
Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Bldg. 66, Rm. 1613, Silver Spring,
MD 20993-0002, 301-796—4908.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The Agency is announcing the
availability of the final guidance
document “Endosseous Dental Implants
and Endosseous Dental Implant
Abutments—Performance Criteria for
Safety and Performance Based
Pathway.” This device-specific
guidance document provides
performance criteria for premarket
notification (510(k)) submissions to
support the optional Safety and
Performance Based Pathway, as
described in the guidance entitled
“Safety and Performance Based
Pathway.” 1 As described in that
guidance, substantial equivalence is
rooted in comparisons between new
devices and predicate devices. However,
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.) does not
preclude FDA from using performance

1 Available at https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-
information/search-fda-guidance-documents/
safety-and-performance-based-pathway.
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criteria to facilitate this comparison. If
a legally marketed device performs at
certain levels relevant to its safety and
effectiveness, and a new device meets
those levels of performance for the same
characteristics, FDA could find the new
device as safe and effective as the
legally marketed device. Instead of
reviewing data from direct comparison
testing between the two devices, FDA
could support a finding of substantial
equivalence with data demonstrating
the new device meets the level of
performance of an appropriate predicate
device(s). Under this optional Safety
and Performance Based Pathway, a
submitter of an endosseous implant and
endosseous implant abutment device
could satisfy the requirement to
compare its device with a legally
marketed device by, among other things,
independently demonstrating that the
device’s performance meets
performance criteria as established in
the relevant above-listed guidance
rather than using direct predicate
comparison testing for some of the
performance characteristics.

This guidance is being implemented
without prior public comment because
FDA has determined that prior public
participation for this guidance is not
feasible or appropriate (see section
701(h)(1)(C) of the FD&C Act (21 U.S.C.

371(h)(1)(C)) and 21 CFR 10.115(g)(2)).
FDA has determined that this guidance
document presents a less burdensome
policy that is consistent with public
health. Although this policy is being
implemented immediately without prior
comment, it remains subject to comment
in accordance with FDA’s good
guidance practices regulation (21
CFR10.115(g)(3)(D)). FDA will consider
all comments received and revise the
guidance document as appropriate.

This guidance is being issued
consistent with FDA’s good guidance
practices regulation (21 CFR 10.115).
The guidance represents the current
thinking of FDA on Endosseous Dental
Implants and Endosseous Dental
Implant Abutments—Performance
Criteria for Safety and Performance
Based Pathway. It does not establish any
rights for any person and is not binding
on FDA or the public. You can use an
alternative approach if it satisfies the
requirements of the applicable statutes
and regulations.

I1. Electronic Access

Persons interested in obtaining a copy
of the guidance may do so by
downloading an electronic copy from
the internet. A search capability for all
Center for Devices and Radiological
Health guidance documents is available

at https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/
device-advice-comprehensive-
regulatory-assistance/guidance-
documents-medical-devices-and-
radiation-emitting-products. This
guidance document is also available at
https://www.regulations.gov or https://
www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/
search-fda-guidance-documents.
Persons unable to download an
electronic copy of “Endosseous Dental
Implants and Endosseous Dental
Implant Abutments—Performance
Criteria for Safety and Performance
Based Pathway” may send an email
request to CDRH-Guidance@fda.hhs.gov
to receive an electronic copy of the
document. Please use the document
number GUI00021017 and complete
title to identify the guidance you are
requesting.

III. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

While this guidance contains no new
collection of information, it does refer to
previously approved FDA collections of
information. The previously approved
collections of information are subject to
review by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3521). The collections of information in
the following table have been approved
by OMB:

21 CFR part; guidance; or FDA form Topic OMBN%ontroI
807, SUDPANt E ...ooeeieeeee e Premarket notification ............ccoceeiiiiiiiieie e 0910-0120
“Requests for Feedback and Meetings for Medical Device | Q-submissions and Early Payor Feedback Request Programs 0910-0756
Submissions: The Q-Submission Program”. for Medical Devices.

Dated: October 4, 2024.
Kimberlee Trzeciak,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Legislation,
and International Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2024—-23716 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2020-N-0026]

Issuance of Priority Review Voucher;
Rare Pediatric Disease Product;
MIPLYFFA (Arimoclomol)

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is announcing the
issuance of a priority review voucher to
the sponsor of a rare pediatric disease

product application. The Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act)
authorizes FDA to award priority review
vouchers to sponsors of approved rare
pediatric disease product applications
that meet certain criteria. FDA is
required to publish notice of the award
of the priority review voucher. FDA has
determined that MIPLYFFA
(arimoclomol), approved on September
20, 2024, manufactured by Zevra
Denmark AS, meets the criteria for a
priority review voucher.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cathryn Lee, Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research, Food and Drug
Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002,
301-796-1394.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FDA is
announcing the issuance of a priority
review voucher to the sponsor of an
approved rare pediatric disease product
application. Under section 529 of the
FD&C Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff), FDA will

award priority review vouchers to
sponsors of approved rare pediatric
disease product applications that meet
certain criteria. FDA has determined
that MIPLYFFA (arimoclomol),
manufactured by Zevra Denmark AS,
meets the criteria for a priority review
voucher. MIPLYFFA (arimoclomol) is
indicated for the treatment of adults and
pediatric patients 2 years of age and
older with Niemann-Pick disease type
C.

For further information about the Rare
Pediatric Disease Priority Review
Voucher Program and for a link to the
full text of section 529 of the FD&C Act,
go to https://www.fda.gov/ForIlndustry/
DevelopingProductsforRareDiseases
Conditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriority
VoucherProgram/default.htm. For
further information about MIPLYFFA
(arimoclomol), go to the “Drugs@FDA”
website at https://
www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/

daf/.
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Dated: October 8, 2024.
Eric Flamm,
Acting Associate Commissioner for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2024-23646 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2021-N-0335]

Revocation of Emergency Use of a
Biological Product During the COVID-
19 Pandemic; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the revocation of the
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA)
(the Authorization) issued to Janssen
Biotech, Inc. (Janssen), for the Janssen
COVID-19 Vaccine. FDA revoked the
Authorization on June 1, 2023, under
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (FD&C Act). The revocation, which
includes an explanation of the reasons
for the revocation, is reprinted in this
document.

DATES: The Authorization is revoked as
of June 1, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Submit written requests for
a single copy of the revocation to the
Office of Communication, Outreach and
Development, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 3128,
Silver Spring, MD 20993—-0002. Send
one self-addressed adhesive label to
assist that office in processing your
request or include a Fax number to
which the revocation may be sent. See
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section

for electronic access to the
Authorization.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tami Belouin, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 7301,
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002, 240—
402-7911.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

Section 564 of the FD&C Act (21
U.S.C. 360bbb-3) allows FDA to
strengthen the public health protections
against biological, chemical, nuclear,
and radiological agents. Among other
things, section 564 of the FD&C Act
allows FDA to authorize the use of an
unapproved medical product or an
unapproved use of an approved medical
product in certain situations. On
February 27, 2021, FDA issued an
Authorization (EUA 27205) to Janssen
for the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine,
subject to the terms of the
Authorization. Notice of the issuance of
the Authorization was published in the
Federal Register on May 27, 2021 (86
FR 28608), as required by section
564(h)(1) of the FD&C Act. Subsequent
updates to the Authorization were made
available on FDA’s website. The
authorization of a biological product for
emergency use under section 564 of the
FD&C Act may, pursuant to section
564(g)(2) of the FD&C Act, be revoked
when the criteria under section 564(c) of
the FD&C Act for issuance of such
authorization are no longer met (section
564(g)(2)(B) of the FD&C Act), or other
circumstances make such revocation
appropriate to protect the public health
or safety (section 564(g)(2)(C) of the
FD&C Act).

II. EUA Revocation Request

In a request received by FDA on May
22, 2023, Janssen requested withdrawal

of, and on June 1, 2023, FDA revoked,
the Authorization for the Janssen
COVID-19 Vaccine. Janssen notified
FDA that the last lots of the Janssen
COVID-19 Vaccine purchased by the
U.S. Government have expired, that
there is no demand for new lots of the
Janssen COVID—-19 Vaccine in the
United States, and that it does not
intend to update the strain composition
of this vaccine to address emerging
variants. Based on FDA’s understanding
that Janssen does not intend to offer the
Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine in the
United States under the EUA anymore
and Janssen’s request that FDA revoke
the EUA for the Janssen COVID-19
Vaccine, FDA has determined that it is
appropriate to revoke this Authorization
to protect the public health or safety.

II1. The Revocation

Having concluded that the criteria for
revocation of the Authorization under
section 564(g)(2)(C) of the FD&C Act are
met, FDA has revoked the EUA for the
Janssen COVID—-19 Vaccine. Although
FDA revoked the Authorization for the
Janssen COVID—-19 Vaccine on June 1,
2023, as was publicly announced on the
Agency’s website, publication of notice
of this revocation in the Federal
Register was inadvertently delayed. The
revocation in its entirety follows and
provides an explanation of the reasons
for revocation, as required by section
564(h)(1) of the FD&C Act.

IV. Electronic Access

An electronic version of this
document and the full text of the
Authorizations and revocation are
available on the internet at https://
www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-
and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-
and-policy-framework/emergency-use-
authorization.

BILLING CODE 4164-01-P
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June 1, 2023

Janssen Biotech, Inc.
Attention: Ms. Ruta Walawalkar
920 Route 202

Raritan, NJ 08869

Re: Revocation of EUA 27205 - Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine
Dear Ms. Walawalkar:

This letter is in response to the request from Janssen Biotech, Inc. received on May 22,
2023, that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) withdraw the EUA for the
Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine issued on February 27, 2021, as subsequently amended.
Janssen Biotech, Inc has informed the FDA that the last lots of the Janssen COVID-19
Vaccine purchased by the United States Government have expired, that there is no
demand for new lots of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine in the United States, and that
Janssen Biotech, Inc does not intend to update the strain composition of this vaccine to
address emerging variants.

The authorization of a biological product for emergency use under section 564 of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (the Act) (21 U.S.C. 360bbb-3) may, pursuant to
section 564(g)(2) of the Act, be revoked when circumstances make such revocation
appropriate o protect the public health or safety (section 564(g)(2)(C) of the Act).
Because FDA understands that Janssen Biotech, Inc. no longer intends to offer the
Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine in the United States under the EUA and because Janssen
Biotech, Inc. has requested that FDA withdraw the EUA for the Janssen COVID-19
Vaccine, FDA has determined that it is appropriate to protect the public health or safety
to revoke this authorization.

Accordingly, FDA hereby revokes EUA 27205 for the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine,
pursuant to section 564(g)(2)(C) of the Act. As of the date of this letter, the Janssen
COVID-18 Vaccine is no longer authorized for emergency use by FDA.

Notice of this revocation will be published in the Federal Register, pursuant to section
564(h)(1) of the Act.

Sincerely,
Peter W, Marks - g7 sonedbrferit
g ; a"}ﬁ%}?: ?ﬁ;“m@i‘(ﬁ% AR
QTR
Peter Marks, M.D, Ph.D.
Director
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research
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Dated: September 27, 2024.
Kimberlee Trzeciak,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Legislation,
and International Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2024—-23637 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-C

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2020-N-0026]
Issuance of Priority Review Voucher;

Rare Pediatric Disease Product;
AQNEURSA (Levacetylleucine)

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is announcing the
issuance of a priority review voucher to
the sponsor of a rare pediatric disease
product application. The Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act)
authorizes FDA to award priority review
vouchers to sponsors of approved rare
pediatric disease product applications
that meet certain criteria. FDA is
required to publish notice of the award
of the priority review voucher. FDA has
determined that AQNEURSA
(levacetylleucine), approved on
September 24, 2024, manufactured by
IntraBio Inc., meets the criteria for a
priority review voucher.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cathryn Lee, Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research, Food and Drug
Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002,
301-796-1394.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FDA is
announcing the issuance of a priority
review voucher to the sponsor of an
approved rare pediatric disease product
application. Under section 529 of the
FD&C Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff), FDA will
award priority review vouchers to
sponsors of approved rare pediatric
disease product applications that meet
certain criteria. FDA has determined
that AQNEURSA (levacetylleucine),
manufactured by IntraBio Inc., meets
the criteria for a priority review
voucher. AQNEURSA (levacetylleucine)
is indicated for the treatment of
neurological manifestations of
Niemann-Pick disease type C in adults
and pediatric patients weighing >15 kg.
For further information about the Rare
Pediatric Disease Priority Review
Voucher Program and for a link to the
full text of section 529 of the FD&C Act,
go to https://www.fda.gov/Forlndustry/
DevelopingProductsforRareDiseases

Conditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriority
VoucherProgram/default.htm. For
further information about AQNEURSA
(levacetylleucine), go to the “Drugs@
FDA” website at http://
www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/
daf/.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Eric Flamm,
Acting Associate Commissioner for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2024-23712 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Health Resources and Services
Administration

Statement of Organization, Functions,
and Delegations of Authority

This notice amends Part R of the
Statement of Organization, Functions,
and Delegations of Authority of the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA) (60 FR
56605, as amended November 6, 1995;
as last amended at 89 FR 19832 dated
March 20, 2024) to reorganize sections
of the Maternal and Child Health
Bureau (MCHB).

This reorganization updates and/or
realigns functions, including
delegations of authority for MCHB (RM).

Chapter RM—Maternal and Child
Health Bureau (RM)

Section RM.10 Organization

Establish the Office of Strategy,
Innovation, and External Affairs and the
Division of Women’s Health.

Following this realignment, MCHB
includes the following components:

e Office of the Associate
Administrator (RM),

o Office of Policy and Planning
(RMA),

¢ Office of Strategy, Innovation, and
External Affairs (RMB),

o Office of Operations and
Management (RM1),

e Division of Services for Children
with Special Health Needs (RM2),

e Division of Child, Adolescent, and
Family (RM3),

e Division of Maternal and Child
Health Workforce Development (RM4),

e Division of Healthy Start and
Perinatal Services (RM5),

e Division of State and Community
Health (RM6),

e Division of Home Visiting and Early
Childhood Systems (RM8),

¢ Office of Epidemiology and
Research (RM9), and

e Division of Women’s Health (RMC).

Section RM.20 Function

Update the functional statements for
the Office of the Associate
Administrator, Office of Policy and
Planning, Division of Healthy Start and
Perinatal Services, and Division of
Home Visiting and Early Childhood
Systems and add the functional
statement for the Office of Strategy,
Innovation, and External Affairs and
Division of Women’s Health:

Office of the Associate Administrator
(RM)

The Office of the Associate
Administrator provides national
leadership and policy direction for
MCHB programs. These programs are
designed to improve the health of
women of childbearing age, infants,
children, adolescents and their families,
children with special health needs, and
persons with hemophilia. Specifically,
the Office: (1) coordinates the planning,
development, implementation, and
evaluation of MCHB’s programs and
activities; (2) facilitates effective,
collaborative relationships with other
health and related programs; (3)
establishes program mission, goals,
objectives, and policy with broad
Administration guidelines; (4) arranges
and provides technical assistance to
ensure that grantees meet program
expectations; (5) serves as principal
contact point across HRSA, HHS, and
other agencies on matters concerning
the health status of America’s mothers
and children; and (6) provides
information and reports on MCHB’s
programs to Congress, other federal
agencies, the public, and other
stakeholders.

Office of Policy and Planning (RMA)

The Office of Policy and Planning
serves as MCHB’s focal point for the
development of MCHB policy and
program planning. Specifically, the
Office: (1) supports the Office of the
Associate Administrator in identifying,
planning, and implementing policy and
program priorities across MCHB; (2)
advises and assists in the development,
coordination, and management of
program and policy documents and
responses to departmental and HRSA
initiatives; and (3) coordinates with
other components within HRSA, HHS,
federal agencies, state and local
governments, and other public and
private organizations on issues affecting
MCHB programs and policies.

Office of Strategy, Innovation, and
External Affairs (RMB)

The Office of Strategy, Innovation,
and External Affairs serves as MCHB’s
focal point for strategic planning,


https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/DevelopingProductsforRareDiseasesConditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriorityVoucherProgram/default.htm
https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/DevelopingProductsforRareDiseasesConditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriorityVoucherProgram/default.htm
https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/DevelopingProductsforRareDiseasesConditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriorityVoucherProgram/default.htm
https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/DevelopingProductsforRareDiseasesConditions/RarePediatricDiseasePriorityVoucherProgram/default.htm
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/daf/
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/daf/
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/daf/
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communications, external engagement,
and program development. Specifically,
the Office works closely with the Office
of the Associate Administrator to
develop strategic plans, facilitate
program alignment, and support special
initiatives.

Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal
Services (RM5)

The Division of Healthy Start and
Perinatal Services provides national
leadership in planning, directing,
coordinating, monitoring, and
evaluating national programs focused on
maternal, infant, family, and women’s
health for targeted populations,
especially for those at high-risk for poor
health and health outcomes.
Specifically, the Division: (1)
administers local, state, and national
programs on perinatal and women’s
health, with an emphasis on infant
mortality reduction and eliminating
disparities in infant, maternal, and
women’s health outcomes before and
after pregnancy; (2) develops policy and
provides technical assistance, national
resource development and
dissemination, and workforce
development to address national trends
in maternal, infant, family, and
women’s health status and gaps in
evidence-based healthcare services for
these populations as well as Division
programs; (3) administers funds and
other resources for grants, contracts, and
cooperative agreements; (4) coordinates
with MCHB, agency, departmental, and
intradepartmental initiatives in
promoting the Division’s program
objectives and the mission of MCHB; (5)
coordinates the Advisory Committee on
Infant and Maternal Mortality; (6) liaises
with public, private, professional, and
non-governmental organizations for
Division programs; (7) disseminates
information on Division programs to
local, state, and national audiences; (8)
participates in strategic and policy
planning, health services research and
evaluation, regulatory activities, and
fiscal strategic planning, administration,
and analysis relating to Division
programs; and (9) provides technical
assistance and support to central and
regional office staff of MCHB, HRSA,
HHS, and other federal agencies.

Division of Home Visiting and Early
Childhood Systems (RM8)

The Division of Home Visiting and
Early Childhood Systems plans,
develops, implements, oversees,
monitors, and evaluates national
programs, including the Maternal,
Infant, and Early Childhood Home
Visiting Program and a portfolio of early
childhood systems programs.

Specifically, the Division: (1) provides
leadership and coordination of federal,
regional, state, local, and non-
governmental efforts to promote the
health and well-being of pregnant
women, infants, young children and
their families; (2) develops, analyzes,
and/or disseminates policies, standards,
guidelines, research, and evaluation
information for the various Division
programs; (3) establishes and maintains
cooperative relationships within HRSA,
with other federal agencies, and with
other relevant public and private
organizations to implement programs to
improve maternal and child health
outcomes, develop and improve
comprehensive coordinated early
childhood systems, conduct research
and evaluation, and advance
educational and training programs for
the early childhood workforce; (4)
administers and manages a program of
interagency agreements, cooperative
agreements, grants, and contracts that
will enhance service delivery and
systems building; and (5) provides
technical assistance and engagement to
state and local health personnel, other
federal agencies, and other stakeholders
on maternal health, early childhood
health and development, and
comprehensive and coordinated systems
of care.

Division of Women’s Health (RMC)

The Division of Women’s Health
provides national leadership in policy,
planning, programming, outreach, and
education to improve the health,
wellness, and safety of women across
the lifespan. Specifically the Division:
(1) provides leadership, technical
assistance, and support to improve
health outcomes for women; (2) engages
with health professionals and other
stakeholders to identify and disseminate
the latest evidence and best practices in
women’s health; (3) establishes short-
range and long-range goals, plans, leads,
and administers activities that improve
women’s health; (4) enhances the health
care infrastructure and service delivery
system by supporting innovative
programs throughout the lifespan for
women as well as for children and
families; and (5) works to improve
prevention, early identification,
treatment, and referral for health
services for women and their families.

Section RM.30 Delegation of
Authority

All delegations of authority and re-
delegations of authority made to
officials and employees of affected
organizational components will
continue in them or their successors
pending further redelegation, if allowed,

provided they are consistent with this
reorganization.

This reorganization is effective upon
date of signature.

(Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3101)

Carole Johnson,

Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2024—-23783 Filed 10—-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4165-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Office of the Secretary

Findings of Research Misconduct

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, HHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Findings of research
misconduct have been made against
Bret Rutherford, M.D. (Respondent),
who was formerly a Research
Psychiatrist, New York State Psychiatric
Institute (NYSPI). Respondent engaged
in research misconduct in research
supported by U.S. Public Health Service
(PHS) funds, specifically National
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH),
National Institutes of Health (NIH),
grants R01 MH102293 and R61/R33
MH110029. The administrative actions,
including debarment for a period of
three (3) years followed by supervision
for a period of three (3) years, were
implemented beginning on September
27, 2024, and are detailed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sheila Garrity, JD, MPH, MBA, Director,
Office of Research Integrity, 1101
Wootton Parkway, Suite 240, Rockville,
MD 20852, (240) 453—8200.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that the Office of Research
Integrity (ORI) has taken final action in
the following case:

Bret Rutherford, M.D., New York State
Psychiatric Institute (NYSPI): Based on
the report of an investigation conducted
by NYSPI and additional analysis
conducted by ORI in its oversight
review, ORI found that Dr. Bret
Rutherford (Respondent), former
Research Psychiatrist, NYSPI, engaged
in research misconduct in research
supported by PHS funds, specifically,
NIMH, NIH, grants R01 MH102293 and
R61/R33 MH110029.

ORI found that Respondent engaged
in research misconduct by recklessly
falsely reporting that all human research
subjects met the inclusion/exclusion
criteria for late-life depression studies in
five (5) published papers, thus affecting
the reported clinical research methods
and results including demographics,
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gait speed, Positron Emission
Tomography (PET) scan brain activities,
depression scores, Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI) brain volumes,
neuromelanin MRI contrast values,
cognition tests, diffusion brain imaging
data, and other neurocognitive
assessments and conclusions in five (5)
published papers:

¢ Effects of L-DOPA Monotherapy on
Psychomotor Speed and [11C]Raclopride
Binding in High Risk Older Adults With
Depression. Biol. Psychiatry 2019 Aug
1;86(3):221-229. doi: 10.1016/
j-biopsych.2019.04.007 (hereafter
referred to as ““Biol. Psychiatry 2019”").
Retraction in: Biol. Psychiatry 2023 Feb
15;93(4):382. doi: 10.1016/
j-biopsych.2022.12.007.

e Neuroanatomical predictors of L—
DOPA response in older adults with
psychomotor slowing and depression: A
pilot study. J. Affect. Disord. 2020 Mar
15;265:439—-444. doi: 10.1016/
j-jad.2020.01.066 (hereafter referred to
as “‘J. Affect. Disord. 2020”’). Retraction
in: J. Affect. Disord. 2023 Jun 1;330:369.
doi: 10.1016/j.jad.2023.03.021.

e Association between neuromelanin-
sensitive MRI signal and psychomotor
slowing in late-life depression.
Neuropsychopharmacology 2021
Jun;46(7):1233-1239. doi: 10.1038/
$41386—020-00860—z (hereafter referred
to as “Neuropsychopharmacology
2021”’). Retraction in:
Neuropsychopharmacology 2024
Jun;49(7):1202. doi: 10.1038/s41386—
024-01851-0.

¢ Slowed Processing Speed Disrupts
Patient Expectancy in Late Life
Depression. Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry
2021 Ju1;29(7):619-630. doi: 10.1016/
j-jagp.2020.11.001 (hereafter referred to
as “Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry 2021a”).
Erratum in: Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry
2023 Jan;31(1):78-79. doi: 10.1016/
j.jagp.2022.09.006.

¢ Association of White Matter
Integrity With Executive Function and
Antidepressant Treatment Outcome in
Patients With Late-Life Depression. Am.
J. Geriatr. Psychiatry 2021
Dec;29(12):1188-1198. doi: 10.1016/
j-jagp.2021.01.004 (hereafter referred to
as “Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry 2021b”).
Erratum in: Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry
2023 Jan;31(1):76—77. doi: 10.1016/
j.jagp.2022.09.007.

Specifically, ORI found that
Respondent recklessly:

o falsely reported that all subjects met
the studies’ inclusion/exclusion criteria
by not having taken exclusionary
medications at time of study enrollment
for as many as forty-five (45) subjects,
by reporting eligibility of subjects who
had taken exclusionary medications
during a 28-day washout period prior to

enrollment for as many as fifteen (15)
subjects and by reporting full
medication washout periods for as many
as eight (8) subjects who received
shorter washout periods than 28-days.
Specifically, in:

—Biol. Psychiatry 2019, the Methods
and Materials section falsely reported
that all subjects met the protocol’s
inclusion/exclusion criteria when the
medication status of fifteen (15) of the
forty-seven (47) subjects failed to meet
the exclusion criteria of current
treatment or treatment within the last
4 weeks with psychotropic or other
medications known to affect
dopamine

—J. Affect. Disord. 2020, the Methods
and Materials and Results sections
falsely reported that all subjects met
the protocol’s inclusion/exclusion
criteria when the medication status of
a subset of subjects failed to meet the
exclusion criteria of within the past 4
weeks treatment with psychotropic or
other medications known to affect
dopamine

—Neuropsychopharmacology 2021, the
Methods and Materials and Results
section falsely reported that all
subjects met the protocol’s inclusion/
exclusion criteria when the
medication status of a subset of
subjects failed to meet the exclusion
criteria of being treated within the
past 4 weeks with psychotropic or
other medications known to affect
dopamine

—Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry 2021a, the
Method and Results sections falsely
reported that all subjects met the
protocol’s inclusion/exclusion criteria
when the medication status of thirty
(30) of the one hundred eight (108)
subjects failed to meet the exclusion
criteria of current treatment with
psychotherapy, antidepressants,
antipsychotics, or mood stabilizers

—Am. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry 2021b, the
Methods and Results sections falsely
reported that all subjects met the
protocol’s inclusion/exclusion criteria
when the medication status of
eighteen (18) of the seventy-one (71)
subjects failed to meet the exclusion
criteria of current treatment with
psychotherapy, antidepressants,
antipsychotics, or mood stabilizers

e falsely reported the research
methods in Biol. Psychiatry 2019, J.
Affect. Disord. 2020,
Neuropsychopharmacology 2021, Am. J.
Geriatr. Psychiatry 2021a, and Am. J.
Geriatr. Psychiatry 2021b by omitting
the medication taper administered to as
many as forty (40) subjects after study
enrollment

Respondent entered into a Voluntary
Exclusion Agreement (Agreement) and
voluntarily agreed to the following:

(1) Respondent will exclude himself
voluntarily for a period of three (3) years
beginning on September 27, 2024 (the
“Exclusion Period”) from any
contracting or subcontracting with any
agency of the United States Government
and from eligibility for or involvement
in nonprocurement or procurement
transactions referred to as ““covered
transactions” in 2 CFR parts 180 and
376 (collectively the “Debarment
Regulations”). At the conclusion of the
Exclusion Period, Respondent agrees to
have his research supervised for a
period of three (3) years (the
“Supervision Period”’). During the
Supervision Period, prior to the
submission of an application for PHS
support for a research project on which
Respondent’s participation is proposed
and prior to Respondent’s participation
in any capacity in PHS-supported
research, Respondent will submit a plan
for supervision of Respondent’s duties
to ORI for approval. The supervision
plan must be designed to ensure the
integrity of Respondent’s research.
Respondent will not participate in any
PHS-supported research until such a
supervision plan is approved by ORI
Respondent will comply with the
agreed-upon supervision plan.

(2) During the Exclusion Period,
Respondent will not apply for, permit
his name to be used on an application
for, receive, or be supported by funds of
the United States Government and its
agencies made available through
contracts, subcontracts, or covered
transactions.

(3) During the Supervision Period, the
requirements for Respondent’s
supervision plan are as follows:

i. A committee of 2—3 senior faculty
members at the institution including
Respondent’s supervisor or
collaborators, will provide oversight and
guidance. The committee will review
primary data from Respondent’s
laboratory on a quarterly basis and
submit a report to ORI at six (6) month
intervals, setting forth the committee
meeting dates and Respondent’s
compliance with appropriate research
standards and confirming the integrity
of Respondent’s research.

ii. The committee will conduct an
advance review of each application for
PHS funds, or report, manuscript, or
abstract involving PHS-supported
research in which Respondent is
involved. The review will include a
discussion with Respondent of the
primary data represented in those
documents and will include a
certification to ORI that the data
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presented in the proposed application,
report, manuscript, or abstract are
supported by the research record.

(4) During the Supervision Period,
Respondent will ensure that any
institution employing him submits, in
conjunction with each application for
PHS funds, or report, manuscript, or
abstract involving PHS-supported
research in which Respondent is
involved, a certification to ORI and the
PHS funding agency that the data
provided by Respondent are based on
actual experiments or are otherwise
legitimately derived and that the data,
procedures, and methodology are
accurately reported in the application,
report, manuscript, or abstract.

(5) If no supervision plan is provided
to ORI, Respondent will provide
certification to ORI at the conclusion of
the Supervision Period that his
participation was not proposed on a
research project for which an
application for PHS support was
submitted and that he has not
participated in any capacity in PHS-
supported research.

(6) During the Exclusion and
Supervision Periods, Respondent will
exclude himself voluntarily from
serving in any advisory or consultant
capacity to PHS including, but not
limited to, service on any PHS advisory
committee, board, and/or peer review
committee.

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Sheila Garrity,

Director, Office of Research Integrity, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Health.

[FR Doc. 2024-23689 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4150-31-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute; Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of a
meeting of the Sleep Disorders Research
Advisory Board.

The meeting will be held as a virtual
meeting and will be open to the public
as indicated below. Individuals who
plan to attend and need special
assistance, such as sign language
interpretation or other reasonable
accommodations, should notify the
Contact Person listed below in advance
of the meeting.

The event is free and open to the
public, however, registration is
required. Please use this link to register:

https://nih.zoomgov.com/webinar/
register/WN
DE1zt300QqSGZFeVE]S6jw.

Name of Committee: Sleep Disorders
Research Advisory Board.

Date: December 5, 2024.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: The purpose of this meeting is to
update the Advisory Board and public
stakeholders on the research agenda across
NIH for the upcoming fiscal year, and the
activities of professional societies.

Address: National Institutes of Health,
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute,
6701 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892,
Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Marishka Brown, Ph.D.,
SDRAB Executive Secretary, Director,
National Center on Sleep Disorders Research,
National Institutes of Health, National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute, 6705 Rockledge
Drive, Suite 407B Bethesda, Maryland
20814-7952, 301-435-0199.

Email: ncsdr@nih.gov.

Any member of the public interested in
presenting oral comments to the committee
may notify the Contact Person listed on this
notice at least 10 days in advance of the
meeting. Interested individuals and
representatives of organizations may submit
a letter of intent, a brief description of the
organization represented, and a short
description of the oral presentation. Only one
representative of an organization may be
allowed to present oral comments and if
accepted by the committee, presentations
may be limited to five minutes. Both printed
and electronic copies are requested for the
record. In addition, any interested person
may file written comments with the
committee by forwarding their statement to
the Contact Person listed on this notice. The
statement should include the name, address,
telephone number and when applicable, the
business or professional affiliation of the
interested person.

Information is also available on the
Institute’s/Center’s home page: https://
www.nhlbi.nih.gov/about/advisory-and-peer-
review-committees/sleep-disorders-research,
where an agenda and any additional
information for the meeting will be posted
when available.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.233, National Center for
Sleep Disorders Research; 93.837, Heart and
Vascular Diseases Research; 93.838, Lung
Diseases Research; 93.839, Blood Diseases
and Resources Research, National Institutes
of Health, HHS)

Dated: October 9, 2024.
Bruce A. George,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23742 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute; Cancellation of Meeting

Notice is hereby given of the
cancellation of the National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Advisory Council, October
29, 2024, 8 a.m. to October 29, 2024, 5
p.m., National Institutes of Health,
Building 31, 31 Center Drive, Bethesda,
MD, 20892 which was published in the
Federal Register on September 30, 2024,
89 FR 79933.

The meeting is cancelled.
Dated: October 9, 2024.
Bruce A. George,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23752 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Mental Health;
Notice of Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Institute of
Mental Health Special Emphasis Panel
Pathway to Independence Awards (K99/R00).

Date: November 13, 2024.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Address: National Institutes of Health,
Neuroscience Center, 6001 Executive
Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20852.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: David W. Miller, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Division of
Extramural Activities, National Institute of
Mental Health, National Institutes of Health,
Neuroscience Center, 6001 Executive
Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20892-9608, (301)
443-9734, millerda@mail.nih.gov.


https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/about/advisory-and-peer-review-committees/sleep-disorders-research
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/about/advisory-and-peer-review-committees/sleep-disorders-research
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/about/advisory-and-peer-review-committees/sleep-disorders-research
https://nih.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_DE1zt3OOQqSGZFeVEJS6jw
https://nih.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_DE1zt3OOQqSGZFeVEJS6jw
https://nih.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_DE1zt3OOQqSGZFeVEJS6jw
mailto:millerda@mail.nih.gov
mailto:ncsdr@nih.gov
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Name of Committee: National Institute of
Mental Health Special Emphasis Panel
Innovative Mental Health Services Research.

Date: November 15, 2024.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Address: National Institutes of Health,
Neuroscience Center, 6001 Executive
Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20852.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Karin Eyrich Garg, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Division of
Extramural Activities, National Institute of
Mental Health, Neuroscience Center, 6001
Executive Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20892,
(301) 793-3050, karin.garg@nih.gov.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program No. 93.242, Mental Health Research
Grants, National Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: October 9, 2024.
Bruce A. George,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23741 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke; Notice of Closed
Meeting

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke Special
Emphasis Panel; BRAIN Initiative
Connectivity across Scales (BRAIN
CONNECTS): Specialized Projects for
Scalable Technologies (U01 Clinical Trial
Not Allowed).

Date: November 7, 2024.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Address: National Institutes of Health,
Neuroscience Center, 6001 Executive
Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20852.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Bo-Shiun Chen, Ph.D.
Scientific Review Officer, Scientific Review
Branch, Division of Extramural Activities,

NINDS/NIH/DHHS, NSC, 6001 Executive
Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20852, 301-496—
9223, bo-shiun.chen@nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.853, Clinical Research
Related to Neurological Disorders; 93.854,
Biological Basis Research in the
Neurosciences, National Institutes of Health,
HHS).

Dated: October 8, 2024.
David W. Freeman,

Supervisory Program Analyst, Office of
Federal Advisory Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23685 Filed 10—11—-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Cancer Institute; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Special Emphasis Panel; R13
Conference Grant Review.

Date: November 13, 2024.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Cancer Institute at Shady
Grove, 9609 Medical Center Drive, Room
7W266, Rockville, Maryland 20850.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Howard E. Boudreau,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Program
Coordination and Referral Branch, Division
of Extramural Activities, National Cancer
Institute, NIH, 9609 Medical Center Drive,
Room 7W266, Rockville, Maryland 20850,
240-507-9192, boudreauh@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Special Emphasis Panel; SBIR Phase
IIB Bridge Awards.

Date: November 22, 2024.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Cancer Institute at Shady
Grove, 9609 Medical Center Drive, Room
7W238, Rockville, Maryland 20850.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Jeffrey E. DeClue, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Research

Technology and Contract Review Branch,
Division of Extramural Activities, National
Cancer Institute, NIH, 9609 Medical Center
Drive, Room 7W238, Rockville, Maryland
20850, 240-276—-6371, decluej@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business Transition Grant for Early Career
Scientists.

Date: December 13, 2024.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Cancer Institute at Shady
Grove, 9609 Medical Center Drive, Room
7W238, Rockville, Maryland 20850.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Jeffrey E. DeClue, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Research
Technology and Contract Review Branch,
Division of Extramural Activities, National
Cancer Institute, NIH, 9609 Medical Center
Drive, Room 7W238, Rockville, Maryland
20850, 240-276—-6371, decluej@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Initial Review Group; Cancer
Centers Study Section (A).

Date: December 13, 2024.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Cancer Institute Shady
Grove, 9609 Medical Center Drive, Room
7W110, Rockville, Maryland 20850.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Caterina Bianco, M.D.,
Ph.D., Chief, Scientific Review Officer,
Resources and Training Review Branch,
Division of Extramural Activities, National
Cancer Institute, NIH, 9609 Medical Center
Drive, Room 7W110, Rockville, Maryland
20850, 240-276—-6459, biancoc@mail.nih.gov.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.392, Cancer Construction;
93.393, Cancer Cause and Prevention
Research; 93.394, Cancer Detection and
Diagnosis Research; 93.395, Cancer
Treatment Research; 93.396, Cancer Biology
Research; 93.397, Cancer Centers Support;
93.398, Cancer Research Manpower; 93.399,
Cancer Control, National Institutes of Health,
HHS)

Dated: October 8, 2024.
David W. Freeman,

Supervisory Program Analyst, Office of
Federal Advisory Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23687 Filed 10—11—-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences; Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of a
meeting of the Board of Scientific
Counselors, National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences.
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This will be a hybrid meeting held in-
person and virtually and will be open to
the public as indicated below.
Individuals who plan to attend in-
person or view the virtual meeting and
need special assistance or other
reasonable accommodations, should
notify the Contact Person listed below
in advance of the meeting. The meeting
can be accessed from the NIH Videocast
at the following link: https://
videocast.nih.gov/.

The meeting will be closed to the
public as indicated below in accordance
with the provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended for the review, discussion,
and evaluation of individual grant
applications conducted by the National
Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences, including consideration of
personnel qualifications and
performance, and the competence of
individual investigators, the disclosure
of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy.

Name of Committee: Board of Scientific
Counselors, National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences ESBSC
December 1-33, 2024 Meeting.

Date: December 1-3, 2024.

Closed: December 01, 2024, 7:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate discussion
of BSC Reviews.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Open: December 02, 2024, 8:30 a.m. to
10:00 a.m.

Agenda: Meeting Overview and Q & A
Session.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Open:December 02, 2024, 10:15 a.m. to
11:55 a.m.

Agenda: Q & A Session.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 02, 2024, 11:55 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate working
Lunch.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 02, 2024, 1:00 p.m. to
1:45 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate 1:1
Sessions with Investigators.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Open: December 02, 2024, 1:45 p.m. to 3:25
p-m.

Agenda: Q & A Session.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 02, 2024, 3:40 p.m. to
4:10 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate 1:1
Sessions with Investigators.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Open: December 03, 2024, 8:30 a.m. to 9:20
a.m.

Agenda: Q & A Sessions.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 03, 2024, 9:20 a.m. to
9:35 a.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate 1:1
Session with Investigator.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 03, 2024, 9:50 a.m. to
10:40 a.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate 1:1
Session with Core Managers.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Open: December 03, 2024, 10:40 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.

Agenda: Comparative Medicine Branch
Summary.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 03, 2024, 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate working
Lunch.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Open: December 03, 2024, 12:30 p.am. to
2:00 p.m.

Agenda: Poster Session.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 03, 2024, 2:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate closed
Meeting with Fellows, Staff Scientists,
Biologists, and Chemists.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 03, 2024, 3:15 p.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate BSC
Discussion.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Closed: December 03, 2024, 4:30 p.m. to
5:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate debriefing
to NIEHS/DIR Leadership.

Address: NIEHS, Building 101, Rodbell
Auditorium, 111 TW Alexander Drive,
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (Hybrid
Meeting).

Contact Person: Darryl C. Zeldin, MD.

Any interested person may file written
comments with the committee by forwarding
the statement to the Contact Person listed on
this notice. The statement should include the
name, address, telephone number and when
applicable, the business or professional
affiliation of the interested person.

In the interest of security, NIH has
procedures at https://www.nih.gov/about-
nih/visitor-information/campus-access-
security for entrance into on-campus and off-
campus facilities. All visitor vehicles,
including taxicabs, hotel, and airport shuttles
will be inspected before being allowed on
campus. Visitors attending a meeting on
campus or at an off-campus federal facility
will be asked to show one form of
identification (for example, a government-
issued photo ID, driver’s license, or passport)
and to state the purpose of their visit.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.115, Biometry and Risk
Estimation—Health Risks from
Environmental Exposures; 93.142, NIEHS
Hazardous Waste Worker Health and Safety
Training; 93.143, NIEHS Superfund
Hazardous Substances—Basic Research and
Education; 93.894, Resources and Manpower
Development in the Environmental Health
Sciences; 93.113, Biological Response to
Environmental Health Hazards; 93.114,
Applied Toxicological Research and Testing,
National Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: October 9, 2024.
Bruce A. George,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23740 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National
Institute of Child Health & Human
Development; Notice of Closed
Meeting

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
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individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Eunice Kennedy
Shriver National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development Special Emphasis
Panel; Population Sciences Study Section/
Member Conflict.

Date: November 22, 2024.

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Address: Eunice Kennedy Shriver National
Institute of Child Health and Human
Development, 6710 Rockledge Drive,
Bethesda, MD 20892.

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting.

Contact Person: Jagpreet Singh Nanda,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Branch, Eunice
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development, National
Institutes of Health, 6710B Rockledge Drive,
Rm. 2125D, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 451—
4454, jagpreet.nanda@nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.864, Population Research;
93.865, Research for Mothers and Children;
93.929, Center for Medical Rehabilitation
Research; 93.209, Contraception and
Infertility Loan Repayment Program, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: October 8, 2024.
Lauren A. Fleck,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2024-23686 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Notice of Issuance of Final
Determination Concerning Surgical
Towels

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, Department of Homeland
Security.

ACTION: Notice of final determination.

SUMMARY: This document provides
notice that U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) has issued a final
determination concerning the country of
origin of certain surgical towels. Based
upon the facts presented, CBP has
concluded in the final determination
that the country of origin of the surgical
towels in question is Bangladesh for
purposes of U.S. Government
procurement.

DATES: The final determination was
issued on October 7, 2024. A copy of the
final determination is attached. Any
party-at-interest, as defined in 19 CFR
177.22(d), may seek judicial review of

this final determination no later than
November 14, 2024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Marie Durané, Food, Textiles and
Marking Branch, Regulations and
Rulings, Office of Trade, at
marie.durane@cbp.dhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that on October 7, 2024,
CBP issued a final determination
concerning the country of origin of
certain surgical towels for purposes of
Title III of the Trade Agreements Act of
1979. This final determination, HQ
H339826, was issued at the request of
Global Resources International, under
procedures set forth at 19 CFR part 177,
subpart B, which implements title III of
the Trade Agreements Act of 1979, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 2511-18). In the
final determination, CBP has concluded
that, based upon the facts presented, the
country of origin of the surgical towels
is Bangladesh for purposes of U.S.
Government procurement.

Section 177.29, CBP Regulations (19
CFR 177.29), provides that notice of
final determinations shall be published
in the Federal Register within 60 days
of the date the final determination is
issued. Section 177.30, CBP Regulations
(19 CFR 177.30), provides that any
party-at-interest, as defined in 19 CFR
177.22(d), may seek judicial review of a
final determination within 30 days of
publication of such determination in the
Federal Register.

Alice A. Kipel,

Executive Director, Regulations and Rulings,
Office of Trade.

HQ H339826
October 7, 2024

OT:RR:CTF:FTM H339826 MJD

CATEGORY: Origin

Ms. Lisa Murrin, LCB

Senior Consultant, U.S. Trade Advisory
Services

Expeditors Tradewin, LLC

795 Jubilee Drive

Peabody, MA 01960

RE: U.S. Government Procurement; Title III,
Trade Agreements Act of 1979 (19 U.S.C.
2511); Subpart B, Part 177, CBP
Regulations; Country of Origin of Surgical
Towels

Dear Ms. Murrin:

This is in response to your request, dated
April 12, 2024, on behalf of your client,
Global Resources International (“GRI’’), for a
final determination concerning the country of
origin of surgical towels, pursuant to Title III
of the Trade Agreements Act of 1979
(“TAA”), as amended (19 U.S.C. 2511 et
seq.), and subpart B of Part 177, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (“CBP”’) Regulations
(19 CFR 177.21, et seq.). Your request,
submitted as an electronic ruling request,
was forwarded to this office from the

National Commodity Specialist Division. GRI
is a party-at-interest within the meaning of 19
CFR 177.22(d)(1) and 177.23(a) and is
therefore entitled to request this final
determination.

Facts

The subject merchandise consists of blue
surgical towels made from 100 percent cotton
huckaback weave fabric. The imported
towels, measuring either 17 x 24 or 17 x 27
inches, may or may not be sterilized, but are
autoclaved. The towels are used during
surgery for the absorption of fluids. The
cotton fabric used to make the towels is from
Bangladesh. In Bangladesh, the fabric is
woven and dyed blue. Then the fabric is
shipped to Vietnam in rolls, where it is cut
to size, sewn, autoclaved, packaged, and
shipped to the United States. The surgical
towels are classified under subheading
6307.90.89, Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States (“HTSUS”).

Issue

What is the country of origin of the surgical
towels for purposes of U.S. Government
procurement?

Law and Analysis

CBP issues country of origin advisory
rulings and final determinations as to
whether an article is or would be a product
of a designated country or instrumentality for
the purposes of granting waivers of certain
“Buy American” restrictions in U.S. law or
practice for products offered for sale to the
U.S. Government, pursuant to subpart B of
Part 177, 19 CFR 177.21-177.31, which
implements Title III of the TAA, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 2511-2518).

CBP’s authority to issue advisory rulings
and final determinations is set forth in 19
U.S.C. 2515(b)(1), which states:

For the purposes of this subchapter, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall provide for
the prompt issuance of advisory rulings and
final determinations on whether, under
section 2518(4)(B) of this title, an article is
or would be a product of a foreign country
or instrumentality designated pursuant to
section 2511(b) of this title.

Emphasis added.

The Secretary of the Treasury’s authority
mentioned above, along with other customs
revenue functions, are delegated to CBP in
the Appendix to 19 CFR part 0—Treasury
Department Order No. 100-16, 68 FR 28322
(May 23, 2003).

The rule of origin set forth under 19 U.S.C.
2518(4)(B) states:

An article is a product of a country or
instrumentality only if (i) it is wholly the
growth, product, or manufacture of that
country or instrumentality, or (ii) in the case
of an article which consists in whole or in
part of materials from another country or
instrumentality, it has been substantially
transformed into a new and different article
of commerce with a name, character, or use
distinct from that of the article or articles
from which it was so transformed.

See also 19 CFR 177.22(a).

In rendering advisory rulings and final
determinations for purposes of U.S.
Government procurement, CBP applies the
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provisions of subpart B of Part 177 consistent
with the Federal Procurement Regulation
(“FAR”). See 19 CFR 177.21. In this regard,
CBP recognizes that the FAR restricts the
U.S. Government’s purchase of products to
U.S.-made or designated country end
products for acquisitions subject to the TAA.
See 48 CFR 25.403(c)(1).

The FAR, 48 CFR 25.003, defines
“designated country end product” as:

a WTO GPA [World Trade Organization
Government Procurement Agreement]
country end product, an FTA [Free Trade
Agreement] country end product, a least
developed country end product, or a
Caribbean Basin country end product.

Section 25.003 defines ‘“Least developed
country end product” as an article that:

(1) Is wholly the growth, product, or
manufacture of a least developed country; or

(2) In the case of an article that consists in
whole or in part of materials from another
country, has been substantially transformed
in a least developed country into a new and
different article of commerce with a name,
character, or use distinct from that of the
article or articles from which it was
transformed. The term refers to a product
offered for purchase under a supply contract,
but for purposes of calculating the value of
the end product includes services (except
transportation services) incidental to the
article, provided that the value of those
incidental services does not exceed that of
the article itself.

As previously noted, the fabric from
Bangladesh is cut to size, sewn, autoclaved,
and packaged in Vietnam. Bangladesh is a
TAA-designated country, and Vietnam is not.

The information submitted indicates that
the surgical towels are made of 100% cotton.
GRI also indicates that the goods are
classified in subheading 6307.90.89, HTSUS,
as a textile product. The rules of origin for
textile and apparel products for purposes of
the customs laws and the administration of
quantitative restrictions are governed by 19
U.S.C. 3592, unless otherwise provided for
by statute. These provisions are implemented
in the CBP Regulations at 19 CFR 102.21.
Section 3592 of title 19 has been described
as Congress’s expression of substantial
transformation as it relates to textile and
apparel products. Therefore, the country of
origin of the surgical towels for Government
procurement purposes is determined by
sequential application of the general rules set
forth in paragraphs (c)(1) through (c)(5) of 19
CFR 102.21.

Paragraph (c)(1) states: “The country of
origin of a textile or apparel product is the
single country, territory, or insular
possession in which the good was wholly
obtained or produced.” Since the surgical
towels are produced by processing in both
Bangladesh and Vietnam, they are not wholly
obtained or produced in a single country,
territory or insular possession. Therefore
paragraph (c)(1) of Section 102.21 is
inapplicable.

Paragraph (c)(2) states: “Where the country
of origin of a textile or apparel product
cannot be determined under paragraph (c)(1)
of this section, the country of origin of the
good is the single country, territory, or
insular possession in which each of the

foreign materials incorporated in that good
underwent an applicable change in tariff
classification, and/or met any other
requirement specified for the good in
paragraph (e) of this section.”

Paragraph (e)(1) provides that “The
following rules will apply for purposes of
determining the country of origin of a textile
or apparel product under paragraph (c)(2) of
this section.” The applicable rule, that
corresponds to subheading 6307.90.89,
HTSUS, states:

6307.90 The country of origin of a good
classifiable under subheading 6307.90 is the
country, territory, or insular possession in
which the fabric comprising the good was
formed by a fabric-making process.

In the instant case, the 100% cotton fabric
that is woven and dyed blue in Bangladesh
is imported into Vietnam where it is cut to
size, sewn, and autoclaved to make surgical
towels. Therefore, the country of origin of the
surgical towels is Bangladesh, where the
100% cotton fabric that comprises the
surgical towel was formed by a fabric-making
process. As the surgical towels meet the
requirements for goods classified in
subheading 6307.90, HTSUS, pursuant to 19
CFR 102.21(c)(2), the country of origin of the
surgical towels is Bangladesh.

Based on the analysis above, we find that
the country of origin of the subject surgical
towels is Bangladesh and, therefore, the
surgical towels would be the product of a
foreign country or instrumentality designated
pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 2511(b)(1).

Holding

Based on the facts and analysis set forth
above, the country of origin of the instant
surgical towels will be Bangladesh.

Notice of this final determination will be
given in the Federal Register, as required by
19 CFR 177.29. Any party-at-interest other
than the party which requested this final
determination may request, pursuant to 19
CFR 177.31, that CBP reexamine the matter
anew and issue a new final determination.
Pursuant to 19 CFR 177.30, any party-at-
interest may, within 30 days of publication
of the Federal Register Notice referenced
above, seek judicial review of this final
determination before the U.S. Court of
International Trade.

Sincerely,

Alice A. Kipel, Executive Director,
Regulations and Rulings,

Office of Trade.

[FR Doc. 2024-23652 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-14-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
[OMB Control Number 1651-0140]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Extension; Collection of
Advance Information From Certain
Undocumented Individuals on the
Land Border

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 60-Day notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) will be submitting the
following information collection request
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). The
information collection is published in
the Federal Register to obtain comments
from the public and affected agencies.
DATES: Comments are encouraged and
must be submitted (no later than
December 16, 2024) to be assured of
consideration.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or
suggestions regarding the item(s)
contained in this notice must include
the OMB Control Number 1651-0140 in
the subject line and the agency name.
Please submit written comments and/or
suggestions in English. Please use the
following method to submit comments:
Email. Submit comments to: CBP_
PRA@cbp.dhs.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional PRA information
should be directed to Seth Renkema,
Chief, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, Office of Trade, Regulations
and Rulings, 90 K Street NE, 10th Floor,
Washington, DC 20229-1177,
Telephone number 202-325-0056 or via
email CBP_PRA@cbp.dhs.gov. Please
note that the contact information
provided here is solely for questions
regarding this notice. Individuals
seeking information about other CBP
programs should contact the CBP
National Customer Service Center at
877-227-5511, (TTY) 1-800-877-8339,
or CBP website at https://www.cbp.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: CBP
invites the general public and other
Federal agencies to comment on the
proposed and/or continuing information
collections pursuant to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.). This process is conducted in
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accordance with 5 CFR 1320.8. Written
comments and suggestions from the
public and affected agencies should
address one or more of the following
four points: (1) whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
suggestions to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (4) suggestions to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses. The
comments that are submitted will be
summarized and included in the request
for approval. All comments will become
a matter of public record.

Overview of This Information
Collection

Title: Advance Collection of
Information from undocumented
Individuals on the Land Border.

OMB Number: 1651-0140.

Form Number: N/A.

Current Actions: This submission will
extend the expiration date of this
information collection, with no change
to the burden or information collected.

Type of Review: Extension (without
change).

Affected Public: Individuals.

Abstract: Under this collection, CBP
collects certain biographic and
biometric information from
undocumented noncitizens via the
CBPOne™ application, prior to their
arrival at a Port of Entry (POE), to
streamline their processing at the POE.
The requested information is that which
CBP would otherwise collect from these
individuals during primary and/or
secondary processing. This information
is provided directly by undocumented
noncitizens. Providing this information
reduces the amount of data entered by
CBP Officers (CBPOs) and the
corresponding time required to process
an undocumented noncitizen at the
POE.

The biographic and biometric
information being collected in advance,
that would otherwise be collected
during primary and/or secondary
processing at the POEs, includes
descriptive information such as: Name,
Date of Birth, Country of Birth, City of

Birth, Country of Residence, Contact
Information, Addresses, Nationality,
Employment history (optional), Travel
history, Emergency Contact (optional),
U.S. and foreign addresses, Familial
Information, Marital Status, Identity
Document (not a Western Hemisphere
Travel Initiative (WHTI) compliant
document) (optional), Name and contact
information for someone who assisted
the user (Optional), Gender, Preferred
Language, Height, Weight, Eye color and
Photograph.

This collection requires the
submission of a live facial photograph
for all noncitizens who choose to
provide advance information to CBP via
CBPOne™, The submission of a live
photograph in advance provides CBPOs
with a mechanism to match a noncitizen
who arrives at the POE with the
photograph submitted in advance,
therefore identifying those individuals,
and verifying their identity as well as
conducting advance vetting. The live
photograph is particularly important for
identity verification if an NGO/IO is not
assisting an individual in scheduling
their presentation at a POE. In addition,
the requirement for a live photo that
contains latitude and longitude data
points allows CBP to ensure the
individual is physically located within
the designated geofence areas. Creating
designated areas allows an individual to
secure an appointment without
congregating in potentially dangerous
conditions at the U.S. Southwest
Border; and only traveling to or through
Mexico for the intended purpose of
presenting themselves to CBP for
inspection.

In addition, CBP allows individuals to
request to present themselves for
processing at a specific POE on a
specific day or days, although such a
request does not guarantee that an
individual will be processed on a given
date or at a given time. Individuals also
have the opportunity to modify their
requests within the CBPOne™
application to an alternate day or time.
The functionality to modify their
request to an alternative date and time
does not require the collection of new
Personal Identification Information (PII)
data elements.

Noncitizens who use CBPOne™ are
processed in a more streamlined manner
at the POE than those who do not use
CBPOne™, since their advance
information is prepopulated into CBP
systems, which reduces manual data
entry during processing. Noncitizens
who did not submit information through
CBPOne™ may need to wait to be
processed in a separate line from those
who used CBPOne™ (reserved for those
who submitted their advance

information and scheduled a
presentation date).

Based on user and stakeholder
feedback, CBPOne™ scheduling occurs
through a daily appointment allocation
process. Noncitizens submit a daily
request in the CBPOne™ application,
indicating that they would like an
appointment within the next 21 days.
Each day at 12:00 p.m. Eastern Time,
available appointments are allocated to
those who requested an appointment.
Individuals who are issued an
appointment then have a 23-hour period
to complete the scheduling process
(until 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time the
following day), which includes
confirming the appointment time and
providing a live facial photograph. By
providing a long period of time to
complete the scheduling process and
confirm the appointment (i.e., 23 hours
versus the previous few minutes under
a first come, first served scheduling
system)), this scheduling feature
mitigates certain bandwidth issues that
may arise for some users as a result of
a large volume of people submitting
information during a short window of
time. The CBPOne™ application
validates the users is within central or
northern Mexico, captures a live photo,
and matches that photo to the user’s
registrations photo.

Finally, each day, unconfirmed
appointments are reallocated among the
current pool of registrations. This
process enables noncitizens to request a
preferred POE at which to schedule an
appointment.

Individuals who use the CBPOne™
application will be able to schedule an
appointment to present themselves at
the following ports of entry:

e Arizona: Nogales;

e Texas: Brownsville, Hidalgo,
Laredo, Eagle Pass, and El Paso (Paso
Del Norte); and

e California: Calexico and San Ysidro
(Pedestrian West—E] Chaparral).

Future and ongoing enhancements to
the app are expected based on user and
stakeholder feedback to ensure equity in
the scheduling process. These
enhancements may include expanding
appointment slots to additional POEs.

On August 23, 2024, CBP used an
emergency revision to this information
collection to expand the geofence for
Mexican nationals to include all of
Mexico and add the Mexican states of
Tabasco and Chiapas to the current
boundaries for all other nationalities. By
adjusting the boundaries, CBP aids the
Government of Mexico in its efforts to
enforce its immigration laws and
regulations and align resources to those
areas where migrants are located.
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Due to the volume of individuals
traveling through Mexico to present at a
POE at a designated date and time, CBP
has deployed a validation mechanism to
assist the Mexican government officials
when they encounter an individual or
group who claim to have a CBPOne™
appointment. The tool requires the
Mexican government official to enter an
individual’s CBPOne™ confirmation
number and date of birth. Once
submitted, the tool returns confirmation
of any valid CBPOne™ appointment
with the appointment date, time, and
location, as well as the total number of
people in the group.

Type of Information Collection:
Advance Information on Undocumented
Travelers—Registration.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
500,000.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 500,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 12
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 100,000.

Type of Information Collection: Daily
Appointment Request.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
500,000.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 60.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 30,000,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 1
minute.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 500,000.

Type of Information Collection:
Confirmation of Appointment.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
529,250.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 529,250.

Estimated Time per Response: 3
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 26,463.

Seth D. Renkema,

Branch Chief, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[FR Doc. 2024-23777 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-14-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
[OMB Control Number 1651-ONEW]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; New Collection of
Information; Forced Labor Allegation
Portal/Forced Labor Portal

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 30-Day notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) will be submitting the
following information collection request
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). The
information collection is published in
the Federal Register to obtain comments
from the public and affected agencies.
DATES: Comments are encouraged and
must be submitted (no later than
November 14, 2024) to be assured of
consideration.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or
suggestions regarding the item(s)
contained in this notice should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Please submit written
comments and/or suggestions in
English. Find this particular information
collection by selecting “Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional PRA information
should be directed to Seth Renkema,
Chief, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, Office of Trade, Regulations
and Rulings, 90 K Street NE, 10th Floor,
Washington, DC 20229-1177,
Telephone number 202-325—0056 or via
email CBP_PRA@cbp.dhs.gov. Please
note that the contact information
provided here is solely for questions
regarding this notice. Individuals
seeking information about other CBP
programs should contact the CBP
National Customer Service Center at
877-227-5511, (TTY) 1-800-877-8339,
or CBP website at https://www.cbp.gov/.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: CBP
invites the general public and other
Federal agencies to comment on the
proposed and/or continuing information
collections pursuant to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501

et seq.). This proposed information
collection was previously published in
the Federal Register (89 FR 24482) on
April 08, 2024, allowing for a 60-day
comment period. This notice allows for
an additional 30 days for public
comments. This process is conducted in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.8. Written
comments and suggestions from the
public and affected agencies should
address one or more of the following
four points: (1) whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
suggestions to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (4) suggestions to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses. The
comments that are submitted will be
summarized and included in the request
for approval. All comments will become
a matter of public record.

Overview of This Information
Collection

Title: Forced Labor Allegation Portal/
Forced Labor Portal.

OMB Number: 1651-0NEW.

Form Number: N/A.

Current Actions: New collection of
information.

Type of Review: New collection of
information.

Affected Public: Businesses,
Individuals.

Abstract: U.S. Customs and Borders
Protection (CBP) has created a new
Forced Labor Allegation Portal and
Forced Labor Portal. Currently,
information regarding potential forced
labor and trade violations are
electronically submitted via the e-
Allegations website at: https://
www.cbp.gov/trade/e-allegations/.

Submissions from petitioners for
revocation and modification requests
are submitted by email to ForcedLabor@
cbp.dhs.gov (and through the BOX
program and the Case Management
System—CMS). Exception review
information is sent to UFLPAInquiry@
cbp.dhs.gov mailbox via email with
multiple zip files.

Applicability review information is
sent to various ports of entry or any of
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the ten Centers of Excellence and
Expertise via email with multiple zip
files or shared secured folders.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) enforces section 307 of the Tariff
Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307), which
states that “all goods, wares, articles,
and merchandise mined, produced, or
manufactured wholly or in part in any
foreign country by convict labor or/and
forced labor or/and indentured labor
under penal sanctions shall not be
entitled to entry at any of the ports of
the United States, and the importation
thereof is hereby prohibited . . .”

In addition, the Trade Facilitation and
Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 (TFTEA)
(Pub. L. 114-125), signed into law on
February 24, 2016, removed the
“consumptive demand clause” for the
enforcement of 19 U.S.C. 1307, and
mandated CBP to create a division to
oversee forced labor enforcement and
create a process for the investigation of
allegations.

CBP also enforces the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) (Pub. L. 115—
44 (August 2, 2017), (22 U.S.C. 9241a))
where goods produced by North Korean
nationals or citizens are presumed to be
produced under forced labor and are
prohibited from entering the U.S.
commerce under 19 U.S.C. 1307.

Recently, the Uyghur Forced Labor
Prevention Act (UFLPA) (Pub. L. 117-78
(December 23, 2021)) established that
any goods produced wholly or in part in
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region (XUAR) of China, or by entities
on the UFLPA Entity List are presumed
to be made with forced labor and thus
prohibited from importation into the
U.S. under 19 U.S.C. 1307. This law
allows for the collection of supply chain
documentation to substantiate that
forced labor was not used in the
production of imported goods under an
exception review or UFLPA does not
apply to the detained shipment under
an applicability review.

Sections 12.42 through 12.45 of title
19 of the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) contain methods for CBP to
collect information on forced labor,
conduct investigations, and initiate
withhold release orders (WRO) or
findings to enforce 19 U.S.C. 1307 as
well as allow for the collection of
information from importers on detained
shipments for admissibility review
under a WRO.

Individuals, companies (domestic and
international), civil society
organizations, and nongovernmental
organizations may submit allegations of
forced labor, request for admissibility,
applicability, and exception reviews

with CBP under these laws and
regulations.

The new Forced Labor Allegation
Portal and the Forced Labor Portal will
consolidate the various above-
mentioned methods of submission into
one centralized location, increasing
efficiency and reducing the burden of
collection to both CBP and the public.

Type of Information Collection:
Allegations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
200.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 200.

Estimated Time per Response: 10
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 34.

Type of Information Collection: WRO
Admissibility Reviews.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,900.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 1,900.

Estimated Time per Response: 30
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 950.

Type of Information Collection:
Modifications/Revocations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
25.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 25.

Estimated Time per Response: 10
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 4.

Type of Information Collection:
UFLPA Exception Requests.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 4.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 4.

Estimated Time per Response: 30
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 2.

Type of Information Collection:
UFLPA Applicability Reviews.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,500.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 10.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 15,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 30
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 7,500.

Type of Information Collection:
CAATSA Exception Reviews.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 2.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses per Respondent: 1.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 2.

Estimated Time per Response: 10
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 0.33.

Dated: October 9, 2024.
Seth D. Renkema,

Branch Chief, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[FR Doc. 2024-23778 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-14-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

[Docket Number DHS—-2024-0035]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Securing the Cities Field
Operator Stakeholder Feedback
Survey

AGENCY: Department of Homeland
Security (DHS).

ACTION: 60-Day notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security will submit the following
Information Collection Request (ICR) to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and clearance in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Comments are encouraged and
will be accepted until December 16,
2024. This process is conducted in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.1

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by docket number Docket #
DHS-2024-0035, at:

O Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Please follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
docket number Docket # DHS-2024—
0035. All comments received will be
posted without change to http://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information provided.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to http://
www.regulations.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of this survey is to collect
qualitative stakeholder feedback
information from current law
enforcement personnel regarding their
experience supporting the Securing the
Cities (STC) program, specifically the
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use of personal radiation detectors
(PRDs). This survey is anonymous and
voluntary, and the information collected
will be used to improve future STC
products or services. Responses to the
survey will be used as a key component
to the STC PRD Post Implementation
Report (PIR). The PIR is conducted after
an acquisition capability has been
fielded long enough to gather sufficient
feedback from the end user on whether
the system is meeting performance
objectives and operating satisfactorily.

STC is a program supported by the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) Countering Weapons of Mass
Destruction (CWMD) office. The STC
program helps State and local agencies
in several regions detect radiological
and nuclear materials that could be used
in a terrorist attack. STC funds, for
example, provide for the purchase of
wearable radiation detectors for police
officers. Having deployed thousands of
radiation detection devices to STC sites,
CWMD seeks customer feedback as to
the integration of these devices into
local law enforcement operations and
any potential challenges related to the
devices or the training that can be
addressed to improve mission
operations locally and across all STC
regions.

This collection of information is
necessary to enable CWMD to garner
stakeholder feedback in an efficient,
timely manner, in accordance with
DHS’s commitment to improving service
delivery, by which we mean systematic
review of the operation of a program
compared to a set of explicit or implicit
standards, as a means of contributing to
the continuous improvement of the
program. In this case, the STC program
exists within DHS’s CWMD Office. The
information collected from STC
stakeholders will help ensure that
participants have an effective and
efficient experience with this DHS
CWMD program. Feedback will provide
insights into STC stakeholder
perceptions, experiences, and
expectations, thus providing early
indication of issues with program
operations, or focus attention on areas
where communication, training,
technology, or changes in operations
might improve local (within one STC
region) or national (across all STC
regions) program effectiveness. These
collections will allow for ongoing,
collaborative, and actionable
communications between DHS and its
stakeholders. It will also allow feedback
to contribute directly to the
improvement of program management.

Participants represent State and local
agencies across 10 STC regions. All
respondents have received training in

the use of DHS-funded radiation
equipment (e.g., personal radiation
detector (PRD)) and are, or have been,
using that equipment consistent with
the STC program goals and under
provisions set forth in cooperative
agreements between DHS and each
respective STC region. The CWMD
Office maintains distribution lists for its
programs and participant jurisdictions/
entities and will coordinate with each
STC region to ensure currency of
contact information for prospective
survey respondents.

DHS estimates the hour burden cost to
the local or State government law
enforcement operating in an STC region
by multiplying the hour burden times
the fully loaded hourly compensation
wage for 100 workers. DHS uses a fully
loaded compensation wage of $60.56 to
represent the respondents for purposes
of this information collection request
(ICR). The fully loaded compensation
wage is based on data presented by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (bls.gov) for
State and local government workers.
DHS estimates an annual hour burden
cost of $504.46 (8.33 hours x $60.56
compensation wage) to Local or State
government law enforcement operating
in an STC region for purposes of this
ICR.

The Office of Management and Budget
is particularly interested in comments
which:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses.

Analysis
Agency: Department of Homeland
Security (DHS).
Title: Securing the Cities Field
Operator Stakeholder Feedback Survey.
OMB Number: 1601-0014.
Frequency: Annually.

Affected Public: Local or State
government law enforcement operating
in a STC region.

Number of Respondents: 100.

Estimated Time per Respondent: 5
minutes.

Total Burden Hours: 8.33.

Robert Dorr,

Executive Director, Business Management
Directorate.

[FR Doc. 2024-23757 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9112-FL-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-7093-N-03]

60-Day Notice of Proposed Information
Collection: Office of the Chief Human
Capital Officer (OCHCO) Personnel
Security Integrated System for
Tracking (PerSIST); OMB Control No.:
2501-0038

AGENCY: Office of Administration, Office
of the Chief Human Capital Officer
(OCHCO), HUD.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: HUD is seeking approval from
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for the information collection
described below. In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act, HUD is
requesting comment from all interested
parties on the proposed collection of
information. The purpose of this notice
is to allow for 60 days of public
comment.

DATES: Comments Due Date: December
16, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection can be sent
within 60 days of publication of this
notice to www.regulations.gov.
Interested persons are also invited to
submit comments regarding this
proposal by name and/or OMB Control
Number and should be sent to: Anna
Guido, Management Analyst, REE,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW, Room
8210, Washington, DC 20410-5000;
telephone (202) 402- 5535 (this is not a
toll-free number) or email:
PaperworkReductionActOffice@hud.gov
for a copy of the proposed forms or
other available information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Frederick A. Smith, Director, Human
Capital Information Systems, OCHCO,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW,
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Washington, DC 20410; telephone (714)
955—-0804 email: Frederick.A.Smith@
hud.gov. HUD welcomes and is
prepared to receive calls from
individuals who are deaf or hard of
hearing, as well as individuals with
speech or communication disabilities.
To learn more about how to make an
accessible telephone call, please visit
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/
telecommunications-relay-service-trs.
Copies of available documents
submitted to OMB may be obtained
from Frederick A. Smith.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice informs the public that HUD is
seeking approval from OMB for the
information collection described in
Section A.

A. Overview of Information Collection

Title of Information Collection:
OCHCO Personnel Security Integrated
System for Tracking (PerSIST); 22019
PIV Pre-Screen Application.

OMB Approval Number: 2501-0038.

Type of Request: This is an extension
of a currently approved collection.

Form Number: HUD 22019.

Description of the need for the
information and proposed use: The PII
collected and maintained in PerSIST is
relevant and necessary to carrying out
the investigatory process used to
document and support decisions
regarding the suitability, eligibility, and
fitness for service of applicants for
federal employment and contract
positions, including long-term students,
interns, or volunteers to the extent that
their duties require access to federal
facilities, information, systems, or
applications.

: : Number of Frequency of Responses Burden hour | Annual burden Hourly cost
Information collection respondents response per annum per response hours per response Annual cost
22019 PIV Pre-Screen
Application ................ 1,625 1 1,625 A7 276.25 $43.77 $12, 091.46
Total oo 1,625 1 1,625 A7 276.25 43.77 12,091.46

B. Solicitation of Public Comment

This notice is soliciting comments
from members of the public and affected
parties concerning the collection of
information described in Section A on
the following:

(1) Whether the proposed collection
of information is necessary for the
proper performance of the functions of
the agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) Ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond; including through
the use of appropriate automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

HUD encourages interested parties to

submit comment in response to these
questions.

C. Authority

Section 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C.
chapter 35.

Frederick A. Smith,

Director, Human Capital Information
Systems.
[FR Doc. 2024-23705 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-7082-N-10]

60-Day Notice of Proposed Information
Collection: Data Collection and
Reporting for HUD’s Homeless
Assistance Programs—Annual
Performance Report and System
Performance Report; OMB Control No.:
2506-0145

AGENCY: Office of Community Planning
and Development, HUD.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: HUD is seeking approval from
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for the information collection
described below. In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act, HUD is
requesting comment from all interested
parties on the proposed collection of
information. The purpose of this notice
is to allow for 60 days of public
comment.

DATES: Comments Due Date: December
16, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection can be sent
within 60 days of publication of this
notice to www.regulations.gov.
Interested persons are also invited to
submit comments regarding this
proposal by name and/or OMB Control
Number and can be sent to: Colette
Pollard, Reports Management Officer,
REE, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW, Room
8210, Washington, DC 20410-5000;
telephone 202—-402-3400 (this is not a

toll-free number) or email at
Colette.Pollard@hud.gov for a copy of
the proposed forms or other available
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William Snow, Office of Community
Planning and Development, Department
of Housing and Urban Development,
451 7th Street SW, Washington, DC
20410; email William.Snow@hud.gov or
telephone 202-402—-4541. HUD
welcomes and is prepared to receive
calls from individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing, as well as individuals
with speech or communication
disabilities. To learn more about how to
make an accessible telephone call,
please visit https://www.fcc.gov/
consumers/guides/telecommunications-
relay-service-trs. Copies of available
documents submitted to OMB may be
obtained from Ms. Pollard.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice informs the public that HUD is
seeking approval from OMB for the
information collection described in
Section A.

A. Overview of Information Collection

Title of Information Collection: Data
Collection and Reporting for HUD’s
Continuum of Care Program—Annual
Performance Report and System
Performance Report.

OMB Approval Number: 2506—0145.

Type of Request: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Form Number: N/A.

Description of the need for the
information and proposed use: This
request is for clearance of data
collection and reporting to enable the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Office of
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Community Planning and Development
(CPD) to continue to manage and assess
the effectiveness of its homeless
assistance projects on an annual basis.
Per 24 CFR 578.103(e), HUD requires
recipients and subrecipients that receive
funding through the CoC Program
(authorized by the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act, as amended)
to prepare and submit annual project-
level reports on performance and
spending.

This request will also enable the HUD
CPD Office to initiate a process to assess
the effectiveness of local coordinated
systems of homeless assistance. The
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act, as amended, requires communities
to measure their performance as a
coordinated system, in addition to
analyzing performance of specific
projects and project types. Section 427
of the Act established a set of selection
criteria for HUD to use in awarding CoC
Program funding. These selection
criteria require CoCs to report to HUD
their system-level performance. The
intent of these selection criteria are to
encourage CoCs, in coordination with
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)

Program recipients and all other
homeless assistance stakeholders in the
community, to regularly measure their
progress in meeting the needs of people
experiencing homelessness in their
community and to report this progress
to HUD. This request is for HUD to
collect system-level performance
measure data from CoCs on an annual
basis, as described in Appendix B of
this document.

The project APR and system-level
performance measures both rely on a
primary data source in each CoC—a
local Homeless Management
Information System (HMIS). An HMIS is
an electronic data collection system that
stores project-level and person-level
information about homeless persons
who access a community’s homeless
service system. Over the past two
decades, HUD has supported the
development of local HMIS by funding
their development and implementation,
by providing technical assistance, and
by developing national data standards
that enable the collection of
standardized information on the
characteristics, service patterns and
service needs of homeless persons

ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT

within a jurisdiction and across
jurisdictions. These standards are
described in HUD’s HMIS Data
Standards.

In addition to a CoC’s HMIS data, the
system-level performance measures will
also rely on data collected by CoCs as
part of their Point-in-Time (PIT) count
efforts. CoCs are required by HUD to
complete a sheltered PIT count of all
homeless persons who are sheltered in
emergency shelter, transitional housing,
and Safe Havens and a count of
unsheltered persons on a single night in
January at least once every other year.
HUD incentivizes annual participation
in the sheltered and unsheltered PIT
count through its annual CoC Program
Competition. HUD releases a Notice
which outlines its data collection
guidance for the PIT count and the
Housing Inventory Count (HIC), which
is an annual point-in-time inventory of
projects within a CoC that provide beds
and units dedicated to serve persons
who are homeless. jurisdictions. These
standards are described in HUD’s HMIS
Data Standards.

Burden Annual Hourly
: ; Number of Frequency Responses
Information collection respondents of response per annum rt;c;%:)ggg bhuorgcrasn rzc;?)togzg Annual cost
Annual Performance Report (CoC Program)—Non- 3,550.00 | Annual .......ccccueneee. 1 4| 14,200.00 $43.53 $618,126.00
profit Recipients.
Annual Performance Report (YHDP)—Non-profit Re- 200.00 | Quarterly ............... 5 5 5,000.00 43.53 217,650.00
cipients.
Performance Report (Special CoC NOFO Grants that 110.00 | Quarterly ............... 4 4 1,760.00 43.53 76,612.80
report quarterly)—Non-profit Recipients.
Performance Report (Special CoC NOFO Grants that 28.00 | Annual ... 1 4 112.00 43.53 4,875.36
report annually)—Non-profit Recipients.
Annual Performance Report (CoC Builds NOFO)— 13.00 | Annual ................. 1 4 52.00 43.53 2,263.56
Non-profit Recipients.
Annual Performance Report (CoC Program)—State 3,550.00 | Annual .................. 1 4|1 14,200.00 43.53 618,126.00
and Local Recipients.
Annual Performance Report (YHDP)—State and 200.00 | Quarterly ............... 5 5 5,000.00 43.53 217,650.00
Local Recipients.
Performance Report (Special CoC NOFO Grants that 110.00 | Quarterly ............... 4 4 1,760.00 43.53 76,612.80
report quarterly)—State and Local Recipients.
Performance Report (Special CoC NOFO Grants that 28.00 | Annual .................. 1 4 112.00 43.53 4,875.36
report annually)—State and Local Recipients.
Annual Performance Report (CoC Builds NOFO)— 12.00 | Annual ......cccceeee 1 4 48.00 43.53 2,089.44
State and Local Recipients.
TOtAl oo 7,801.00 | ceooveieieiiieeeenieiee | e | e 42,244.00 | ..ooovevvrnnne. 1,838,881.32
SYSTEM PERFORMANCE MEASURES REPORT
Burden Annual Hourly
; ; Number of Frequency Responses
Information collection respondents of response per annum rt;%l;roﬁgg bhu(;Scrasn rtéc;;to?g; Annual cost
Group 1: CoCs with Automated Software Report ........ 385.00 | Annual .................. 1 13 5,005.00 $43.53 $217,867.65
Group 2: CoCs with Manual Software Report ............. 15.00 | Annual ..o 1 15 225 43.53 9,794.25
Total oo 400.00 | .oooeiiiieee 400 | i 5,230 | oo 227,405.40
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PERFORMANCE DATA CHECK-UP
Burden Annual Hourly
: ; Number of Frequency Responses
Information collection respondents of response per annum rt;c;l;):)gg(ra bhuorgcrasn rzc;?)togzg Annual cost
Annual Performance Report (CoC Program) ............... 7,100.00 | Annual .......ccccueneee. 1 1 7,100.00 $29.76 $211,296.00
Annual Performance Report (YHDP) ........cccccoveveenneee 400.00 | Quarterly ... 5 1 2,000.00 42.41 84,820.00
Annual Performance Report (Special CoC NOFA 56.00 | Annual .........c...c.... 1 1 56.00 29.76 1,666.56
Grants).
Quarterly Performance Report (Special CoC NOFA 222.00 | Quarterly ............... 4 1 888.00 29.76 26,426.88
Grants).
CoC BUIIAS ... 25.00 | Annual ................. 1 1 25.00 29.76 744.00
Total oo 7,778.00 | oo 12.00 | cooceiiiiee, 10,069.00 | ....ccoovvvnnnn 324,953.44
Burden Annual Hourly
; ; Number of Frequency Responses
Information collection respondents of response per annum rTe%L;)roﬁg; bhuorgssn r(é%?)torr)g:e Annual cost
System Performance Measures Reports ..........ccceeee.e 400.00 | Annual .......ccceeeenee 1.00 1.00 400.00 $42.41 $16,964.00

B. Solicitation of Public Comment

This notice is soliciting comments
from members of the public and affected
parties concerning the collection of
information described in Section A on
the following:

(1) Whether the proposed collection
of information is necessary for the
proper performance of the functions of
the agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) Ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond; including through
the use of appropriate automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

HUD encourages interested parties to
submit comment in response to these
questions.

C. Authority

Section 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C.
chapter 35.

Marion M. McFadden,

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Community Planning and Development.

[FR Doc. 2024-23644 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket Number: FR-7092-N-38]

Privacy Act of 1974; Matching Program

AGENCY: Office of Public and Indian
Housing, Real Estate Assessment Center,
HUD.

ACTION: Notice of a new matching
program.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Computer
Matching and Privacy Protection Act of
1988, as amended, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
is providing notice of its intent to re-
establish a computer matching
agreement (CMA) with the Social
Security Administration (SSA) for a
recurring matching program with HUD’s
Office of Public and Indian Housing
(PIH) and Office of Housing, involving
comparisons of Social Security numbers
(SSN) and benefit information provided
by participants in any authorized HUD
rental housing assistance program. HUD
will obtain SSA data and make the
results available to: Program
administrators such as public housing
agencies (PHAs) and private owners and
management agents (O/As) (collectively
referred to as POASs) to enable them to
verify the accuracy of income reported
by the tenants (participants) of HUD
rental assistance programs, and contract
administrators (CAs) overseeing and
monitoring O/A operations as well as
independent public auditors (IPAs) that
audit both PHAs and O/As. The most
recent renewal of the current matching
agreement expires on October 15, 2024.

DATES: Comments Due Date: November
14, 2024. The CMA will become
applicable 30 days after the publication
of this notice, unless comments have
been received from interested members
of the public requiring modification and
republication of the notice. The
matching program will continue for 18
months after the applicable date and
may be extended for an additional 12
months, if the respective agency Data
Integrity Boards (DIBs) determine that
the conditions specified in 5 U.S.C.
552a(0)(2)(D) have been met.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this notice to:

Federal e-Rulemaking Portal: https://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions provided on that site to
submit comments electronically.

Fax:202-619-8365.

Email: www.privacy@hud.gov.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
docket number for this notice. All
comments received will be posted
without change to https://
www.regulations.gov including any
personal information provided.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received go to https://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact the Recipient Agency, Bradley
Jewitt, Senior Agency Official for
Privacy, Department of Housing and
Urban Development, 451 Seventh Street
SW, Room 6204, Washington, DC 20410,
telephone number (202) 402—4025. [This
is not a toll-free number.] HUD
welcomes and is prepared to receive
calls from individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing, as well as individuals
with speech or communication
disabilities. To learn more about how to
make an accessible telephone call,
please visit https://www.fcc.gov/
consumers/guides/telecommunications-
relay-service-1rs.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice supersedes a similar notice
published in the Federal Register on
March 15, 2022, at 87 FR 14552.
Administrators of HUD rental assistance
programs rely upon the accuracy of
tenant-reported income to determine
participant eligibility for and level of
rental assistance. The computer
matching program may provide
indicators of potential tenant
unreported or under-reported income,


https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/telecommunications-relay-service-trs
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which will require additional
verification to identify inappropriate or
inaccurate rental assistance and may
provide indicators for potential
administrative or legal actions. The
matching program will be carried out to
detect inappropriate or inaccurate rental
assistance. Specifically, the computer
matching program will match HUD’s
tenant data to SSA’s death data, Social
Security (SS) and Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) benefits data.

PARTICIPATING AGENCIES:

Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the Social Security
Administration.

AUTHORITY FOR CONDUCTING THE MATCHING
PROGRAM:

42 U.S.C. 3543 authorizes HUD to
require rental assistance applicants and
participants to disclose their SSNs. HUD
requires, as a condition of eligibility,
that individuals requesting, or
continuing to receive, rental assistance
disclose their SSNs (24 CFR 5.216).
Section 1106 of the Social Security Act
(Act) (42 U.S.C. 1306) and the
regulations promulgated thereunder
provide legal authority for SSA’s
disclosures in this agreement (20 CFR
part 401). Section 205(r)(3) of the Act
(42 U.S.C. 405(r)(3)) provides legal
authority for SSA to disclose death data
to Federal agencies to ensure proper
payment of Federally funded benefits.
Pursuant to section 7213 of the
Intelligence Reform and Terrorism
Prevention Act of 2004, Public Law
(Pub. L.) 108—458, SSA includes death
indicators in verification routines that
SSA determines to be appropriate.

PURPOSE(S):

HUD’s primary objective of the
computer matching program is to verify
the income of participants in certain
rental assistance programs to determine
the appropriate level of rental
assistance, and to detect, deter, and
correct fraud, waste, and abuse in rental
housing assistance programs. In meeting
these objectives, HUD also is carrying
out a responsibility under 42 U.S.C.
14371(k) to ensure that income data
provided to POAs by household
members is complete and accurate.
HUD’s various rental housing assistance
programs require that participants meet
certain income and other criteria to be
eligible for rental assistance. In
addition, tenants generally are required
to report and recertify the amounts and
sources of their income at least
annually. However, under the Quality
Housing and Work Responsibility Act of
1998, PHAs operating Public Housing
programs may offer tenants the option to

pay a flat rent or an income-based rent.
Those tenants who select a flat rent will
be required to recertify income at least
every three years. In addition, the
changes to the Admissions and
Occupancy final rule (March 29, 2000
(65 FR 16692)) specified that household
composition must be recertified
annually for tenants who select a flat
rent or income-based rent. Additional
uses/benefits of this computer matching
program include: (1) increasing the
availability of rental assistance to
individuals who meet the requirements
of the rental assistance programs; (2)
after removal of personal identifiers,
conducting analyses of SSA death data
and benefit information, and income
reporting of program participants; and
(3) measuring improper payments due
to under-reporting of income and/or
overpayment of subsidy on behalf of
deceased program participants.

CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS:

Covered Programs

This notice of computer matching
program applies to individuals receiving
assistance from the following rental
assistance programs:

a. Disaster Housing Assistance
Program (DHAP) under the Unites States
Housing Act of 1937

b. Public Housing under 24 CFR part
960

c. Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher
(HCV) under 24 CFR part 982

d. Project-Based Vouchers Section 24
CFR parts 880, 881, 883, 884, 886, and
891

e. New Construction Multifamily
Assisted Housing Reform and
Affordability Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C.
14371)

f. Substantial Rehabilitation
Multifamily Assisted Housing Reform
and Affordability Act of 1997 (42
U.S.C.1437{)

g. Section 202/8 of the Housing Act of
1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q)

h. Rural Housing Services Section
515/8 under section 515 of title V of the
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1485)

i. Loan Management Set-Aside
Section 236 of the National Housing Act
(12 U.S.C. 17152-1)

j. Property Disposition Set-Aside of
the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C.
1701)

k. Section 101 Rent Supplement of the
Housing and Urban Development Act of
1965 (12 U.S.C. 1701s)

1. Section 202/162 Project Assistance
Contract of the Housing Act of 1959 (24
CFR 891.655)

m. Section 202 Project Rental
Assistance Contract (PRAC) of the
Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q)

n. Section 811 PRAC of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 8013)

0. Section 236 of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1715z-1)

p. Section 236 Rental Assistance
Program (RAP) of the National Housing
Act (12 U.S.C. 1715z-1)

g. Section 221(d)(3) Below Market
Interest Rate and 236 of the National
Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C.
171519(d)(3) and 1715z-1)

r. Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation
(24 CFR part 882)

s. Project-Based Voucher (24 CFR part
983)

Note: The Low-Income Housing Tax Credit
and Rural Housing Services Section 515
(non-Section 8) are not included under the
rental housing assistance programs covered
under this CMA.

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS:

The following are the categories of
record in this matching agreement that
HUD will provide SSA for each
individual for whom HUD requests
information:

= First name

= Last name

=SSN

s Date of Birth (DOB)

SSA will provide HUD with the
following information for each
individual for whom HUD requests
information:

= The amount of monthly benefits for
each recipient of Title II, Title XVI, and
Title VIII benefits

= SSN match/no match response

=In the case of a “no match”, the
reason for the no match response in the
form of an error code

= A death indicator, if applicable

SYSTEM(S) OF RECORDS:

SSA will conduct the matching of
tenant SSNs and additional identifiers
(surnames and DOBs) to tenant data that
HUD supplies from its systems of
records known as:

1. Tenant Rental Assistance
Certification System (TRACS) HUD/
HOU-11, published on September 13,
2023 (88 FR 62813);

2. Inventory Management System,
Public and Indian Housing Information
System (IMS/PIC) and Housing
Information Portal (HIP) HUD/PIH.01,
published on January 9, 2024 (89 FR
1121); and

3. Enterprise Income Verification
(EIV) System, HUD/PIH-5, published on
August 17, 2022 (87 FR 50635).

Program administrators utilize the
form HUD-50058 module within IMS/
PIC system and the form HUD-50059
module within TRACS to provide HUD
with the tenant data. SSA will match
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the tenant data in TRACS and IMS/PIC
to its systems of records known as

1. SSA’s Master Files of SSN Holders
and SSN Applications (Enumeration
System), 60—-0058; last fully published
December 29, 2010 (75 FR 82121) and
amended on July 5, 2013 (78 FR 40542),
February 13, 2014 (79 FR 8780), July 3,
2018 (83 FR 31250 and 83 FR 31251),
and November 1, 2018 (83 FR 54969);

2. Supplemental Security Income
Record and Special Veterans Benefits,
60-0103, last fully published on January
11, 2006 (71 FR 1830) and amended
December 10, 2007 (72 FR 69723), July
3, 2018 (83 FR 31250 and 83 FR 31251)
and November 1, 2018 (83 FR 64969);
and

3. Master Beneficiary Record (MBR),
60—-0090, last fully published on January
11, 2006 (71 FR 1826) and amended on
December 10, 2007 (72 FR 69723), July
5, 2013 (78 FR 40542), ]uly 3, 2018 (83
FR 31250 and 83 FR 31251), and
November 1, 2018 (83 FR 54969).

Bradley Jewitt,

Senior Agency Official for Privacy, Office of
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2024-23736 Filed 10—-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-7082-N-11]

60-Day Notice of Proposed Information
Collection: Community Development
Block Grant Entitlement Program;
OMB Control No.: 2506-0077

AGENCY: Office of Community Planning
and Development, HUD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: HUD is seeking approval from
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for the information collection
described below. In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act, HUD is
requesting comment from all interested
parties on the proposed collection of
information. The purpose of this notice
is to allow for 60 days of public
comment.

DATES: Comments Due Date: December
16, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection can be sent
within 60 days of publication of this
notice to www.regulations.gov.

Interested persons are also invited to
submit comments regarding this
proposal by name and/or OMB Control
Number and can be sent to: Colette
Pollard, Reports Management Officer,
REE, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW, Room
8210, Washington, DG 20410-5000;
telephone (202) 402—-3400 (this is not a
toll-free number) or email at
Colette.Pollard@hud.gov for a copy of
the proposed forms or other available
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gloria Coates, Senior Community
Planning and Development Specialist,
Entitlement Communities Division,
Office of Block Grant Assistance,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW, Room
7282, Washington, DC 20410-5000;
email at gloria.l.coates@hud.gov or
telephone (202) 402—2184. This is not a
toll-free number. HUD welcomes and is
prepared to receive calls from
individuals who are deaf or hard of
hearing, as well as individuals with
speech or communication disabilities.
To learn more about how to make an
accessible telephone call, please visit
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/
telecommunications-relay-service-trs.
Copies of available documents
submitted to OMB may be obtained
from Ms. Coates.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice informs the public that HUD is
seeking approval from OMB for the
information collection described in
Section A.

A. Overview of Information Collection

Title of Information Collection:
Community Development Block Grant
Entitlement Program.

OMB Approval Number: 2506—0077.

Type of Request: Revision.

Form Number: N/A.

Description of the need for the
information and proposed use: This

TOTAL ESTIMATED BURDENS

request identifies the estimated
reporting burden associated with
information that CDBG entitlement
grantees will report in IDIS for CDBG-
assisted activities, recordkeeping
requirements, and reporting
requirements. Grantees are encouraged
to update their accomplishments in IDIS
on a quarterly basis. In addition,
grantees are required to retain records
necessary to document compliance with
statutory and regulatory requirements,
Executive orders, 2 CFR part 200
requirements, and determinations
required to be made by grantees as a
determination of eligibility. Among the
reports grantees now submit in IDIS is
the PR 29 Cash on Hand Quarterly
Report. This report is a conversion of
the SF—425. Federal Financial Report,
that grantees submitted by hard copy,
but with the addition of data elements
related to local account repayment
receipt funds and revolving loan funds
that grantees may have under their
control. As a new form, included in this
information collection for the first time,
it is also being presented for OMB
review and approval and public
comment. Also, grantees are required to
prepare and submit their Consolidated
Annual Performance and Evaluation
Reports, which demonstrate the
progress grantees make in carrying out
CDBG-assisted activities listed in their
consolidated plans. This report is due to
HUD 90 days after the end of the
grantee’s program year. The information
required for any activity is generally
based on the eligibility of the activity
and which of the three national
objectives (benefit low- and moderate-
income persons; eliminate/prevent
slums or blight; or meet an urgent need)
the grantee has determined that the
activity will address.

Respondents: Grant recipients
(metropolitan cities and urban counties)
participating in the CDBG Entitlement
Program.

Estimation number of Respondents:
1,237.

Estimation Number of Responses: The
proposed frequency of the response to
the collection is on an annual basis.

Frequency of Response: Annually.

Number of Frequenc Responses Burden Annual Hourly
Task respondens | of response | perannum | NOUTPeT | burden | costper | Annual cost

Current Inventory: Recordkeeping pursuant to 24 CFR

570.506 ...ueeieeeieiieientet ettt 1,237 1 1,237 129.00 | 159,573.00 47.53 | $7,584,504.69
Reporting pursuant to 24 CFR 570.507, 24 CFR

570.200(e) and 570.506(C) ......ccceererieerrrrerieerereee s 1,237 4 4,948 78.50 | 388,418.00 47.53 | 18,461,507.50
Entitlement communities maintain required documenta-

HON e 1,237 1 1,237 25.00 30,925.00 47.53 1,469,865.25
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TOTAL ESTIMATED BURDENS—Continued

Burden Annual Hourly
Number of Frequency Responses
Task respondents | of response per annum r';%"”)roggg b#cl)'gresn r‘éiffoﬁié Annual cost
PR 29 Cash on Hand Quarterly Report ............c.coceuenene. 1,237 4 4,948 0.75 3,711.00 47.53 176,383.83
TOtAl i 1,237 | e | e | e 582,627.00 | ..ooocvveveriieennnn 27,692,261.27

B. Solicitation of Public Comment

This notice is soliciting comments
from members of the public and affected
parties concerning the collection of
information described in Section A on
the following:

(1) Whether the proposed collection
of information is necessary for the
proper performance of the functions of
the agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) Ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond; including through
the use of appropriate automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

HUD encourages interested parties to
submit comment in response to these
questions.

C. Authority

Section 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C.
chapter 35.

Marion M. McFadden,

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Community Planning and Development.

[FR Doc. 2024-23645 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Geological Survey
[GX24ENO5ESBJF00]

Assessment of Biodiversity and
Climate Change; Request for Public
Comment on the First Draft of
Assessment Chapters

AGENCY: U.S. Geological Survey,
Department of the Interior.

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) is giving notice of a comment
period on draft chapters of the

Biodiversity and Climate Change
Assessment.

DATES: Comments regarding the draft
chapters of the assessment must be
submitted by December 16, 2024.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods:

e Electronic portal: https://contribute.
globalchange.gov/

e Email to biodiversityclimatechange@
usgs.gov

e Mail to Kate Malpeli, 12201 Sunrise
Valley Dr., MS-516, Reston, VA
20192, United States

Instructions: Public comments should
be accompanied by the commentor’s
name, phone number, email address,
and affiliation (at the commentor’s
discretion).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Malpeli by email at
biodiversityclimatechange@usgs.gov or
by telephone at 919-896-5029.
Individuals in the United States who are
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY,
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point of
contact in the United States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Biodiversity underlies nature’s
contributions to people (also known as
ecosystem services), including food,
water, health, hazard protection, and
cultural values. Climate change is
among the primary drivers of
biodiversity loss, and well-managed
biodiversity conservation can contribute
to climate-change mitigation and
adaptation. Understanding the interplay
between climate change and
biodiversity is critical for the
implementation of effective and lasting
solutions to climate change and for
maintaining biodiversity and nature’s
contributions to people.

The USGS, the nation’s largest water,
earth, and biological science agency,
was charged by the United States
Congress in the Fiscal Year 2022 budget
with conducting an assessment that
characterizes the state of understanding

concerning linkages between climate
change and biodiversity for the United
States. Climate change impacts and
biodiversity drivers cross national
boundaries, and accordingly the
geographic scope of assessment will
include neighboring nations,
particularly Canada and Mexico. The
assessment process and report
production will be led by the USGS, in
collaboration with Environment and
Climate Change Canada and Mexico’s La
Comision Nacional para el
Conocimiento y Uso de la Biodiversidad
(CONABIO), and is being undertaken by
scientists, knowledge holders,
practitioners, and policy experts from
all three countries. Participation
includes engagement from governments
at all levels, universities, nonprofit
organizations, the private sector,
Indigenous Peoples, and local
communities. The assessment will
characterize the state of understanding
concerning key linkages between
climate change and biodiversity,
identify critical knowledge gaps, and
summarize implications for biodiversity
and climate-change policy. The
assessment will build on the recently
completed Intergovernmental Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES) global assessment of
biodiversity and ecosystem services and
represent a continental contribution to
upcoming IPBES (and other) knowledge
products. The primary product will
comprise an assessment report, planned
for release in early 2025, evaluating the
relationships between climate and
biodiversity in the United States,
Canada, Mexico, and adjacent regions as
appropriate, and identifying policy
options to conserve biodiversity in the
face of climate change.

As the first milestone, USGS and its
partners seek public comments on the
draft chapters (https://contribute.global
change.gov/) for the assessment of
biodiversity and climate change.

Thomas Beard,

Senior Administrator, National Climate
Adaptation Science Center.
[FR Doc. 2024-23649 Filed 10-11—24; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4338-11-P
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Geological Survey

[GX24MR00G6ZW800; OMB Control Number
1028-NEW]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Panhandle Terrapin
Project

AGENCY: U.S. Geological Survey,
Department of the Interior.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of
1995, the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) is proposing a new information
collection.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection request (ICR)
should be sent within 30 days of
publication of this notice to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular ICR by selecting
“Currently under Review—Open for
Public Comments” or by using the
search function. Please provide a copy
of your comments by mail to USGS
Wetland and Aquatic Research Center,
7920 NW 73rd St., Gainesville, FL
32653; or by email to Margaret Lamont
(mlamont@usgs.gov). Please reference
OMB Control Number 1028-NEW—
Panhandle Terrapin Project in the
subject line of your comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Margaret Lamont by email at mlamont@
usgs.gov, or by telephone at 352—-209—
4306. Individuals in the United States
who are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing,
or have a speech disability may dial 711
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the PRA (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.) and 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1), we
provide the general public and other
Federal agencies with an opportunity to
comment on new, proposed, revised,
and continuing collections of
information. This helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
reporting burden. It also helps the

public understand our information
collection requirements and provide the
requested data in the desired format.

A Federal Register notice with a 60-
day public comment period soliciting
comments on this collection of
information was published on February
8, 2024 (89 FR 8706). No comments
were received.

As part of our continuing effort to
reduce paperwork and respondent
burdens, we are again soliciting
comments from the public and other
Federal agencies on the proposed ICR
that is described below. We are
especially interested in public comment
addressing the following:

(1) Whether or not the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether or not the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the
burden for this collection of
information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) How the agency might minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of response.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. Before including your
address, phone number, email address,
or other personally identifiable
information (PII) in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your PII—may be
made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your PII from public review,
we cannot guarantee that we will be
able to do so.

Abstract: Diamondback terrapins are
the only brackish water turtles in the
United States. These turtles inhabit
coastal marshes and mangroves from
Massachusetts to Texas. Most terrapin
populations are in decline due to
commercial harvest, incidental capture
in crab traps, and loss of nesting habitat
due to coastal development. Today, the
illegal pet trade has added extra
pressure to these already declining
populations. While much is known
about terrapins along the US Atlantic
coast, very little information is available
about terrapin populations that inhabit
Florida’s northwest coast. In fact, the

International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) does not
include Northwest Florida within the
terrapins’ range, however recent studies
confirm that terrapins do inhabit the
region. This project would use citizen
scientists to conduct surveys in
potential terrapin habitat throughout the
Northwest Florida region to document
terrapins and terrapin signs, including
hatched eggs and crawls. Volunteers
collect detailed information on when
and where terrapins or their signs are
observed, environmental parameters
such as air temperature and weather
during the observation, habitat
information such as vegetation type at
the observation site, level and type of
human activities observed at the site,
and data on the terrapins or their signs
such as number of tracks, nests, eggs or
individual terrapins observed.
Managers, including state and National
Parks, need this information to
document species’ status and inform
conservation decisions, including
whether to list or de-list species.

The authority for this collection is 43
U.S.C. 31 et seq. The Organic Act of
March 3, 1879.

Title of Collection: Panhandle
Terrapin Project.

OMB Control Number: 1028-NEW.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: New.

Respondents/Affected Public:
Individuals; county, State and Federal
government employees.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Respondents: 100.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 1,000.

Estimated Completion Time per
Response: 3 minutes.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 50 hours.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

Frequency of Collection: Weekly from
April through October each year.

Total Estimated Annual Nonhour
Burden Cost: None.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, nor is a person is required to
respond to a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

The authority for this action is the
PRA of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

Deborah Epperson,

Deputy Center Director, Wetland and Aquatic
Research Center, Southeast Region.

[FR Doc. 2024-23700 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4338-11-P
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038883;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Fernbank Museum of Natural History,
Atlanta, GA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), Fernbank
Museum of Natural History has
completed an inventory of human
remains and associated funerary objects
and has determined that there is a
cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Wil Grewe-Mullins,
Fernbank Museum of Natural History,
767 Clifton Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30307,
telephone (404) 929-6312, email
Wil.Grewe-Mullins@
fernbankmuseum.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Fernbank
Museum of Natural History, and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual have been
identified from 9LI43, Cunningham
Mound A, on St. Catherines Island in
Liberty County, Georgia. The four
associated funerary objects include one
lot ceramic sherds, one lot lithic
debitage, one lithic flake tool, and one
lot soil samples. These materials were
recovered during archaeological
excavations conducted in 1975 and
1977 by the American Museum of
Natural History (AMNH) under the
direction of Dr. David Hurst Thomas.
The remains were subsequently
subjected to bioarcheological study
under the direction of Dr. Clark S.
Larsen, working in collaboration with
the AMNH. After storage for intervals at

the AMNH and on St. Catherines Island,
the remains and funerary objects were
transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, five individuals have been
identified from 9LI45, Cunningham
Mound C, on St. Catherines Island in
Liberty County, Georgia. The 19
associated funerary objects include one
lot ceramic sherds, one animal bone,
two glass fragments, one groundstone
object, eight pieces of lithic debitage,
one biface, one projectile point, one nail
or spike, one lot of unworked shell, one
unmodified stone, and one soil sample.
These materials were recovered during
archaeological excavations conducted in
1975 and 1977 by the AMNH under the
direction of Dr. David Hurst Thomas.
The remains were subsequently
subjected to bioarcheological study
under the direction of Dr. Clark S.
Larsen, working in collaboration with
the AMNH. After storage for intervals at
the AMNH and on St. Catherines Island,
the remains were transferred in 2004 to
Fernbank Museum of Natural History by
the St. Catherines Island and Edward
John Noble Foundations. The remains
are all adults and at least two represent
females. At least some burials occurred
as extended or cremated interments.
Funerary objects recovered from the site
were also transferred to Fernbank in
2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, three individuals have been
identified from 9LI46, Cunningham
Mound D, on St. Catherines Island in
Liberty County, Georgia. The 66
associated funerary objects include two
unmodified stone objects, two
hammerstones, one metal bead, one
glass bead, two pieces of copper, one
metal shot or bullet, one lot ceramic
sherds, 37 nails or spikes, 11 projectile
points, six scrapers, one lot coffin wood,
and one lithic flake. These materials
were recovered during archaeological
excavations conducted from 1976-1977
by the AMNH under the direction of Dr.
David Hurst Thomas. The remains were
subsequently subjected to
bioarcheological study under the
direction of Dr. Clark S. Larsen, working
in collaboration with the AMNH. After
storage for intervals at the AMNH and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The remains are all
adults and at least one is female and
another male. At least some burials
occurred as flexed or bundled
interments. Funerary objects recovered

from the site were also transferred to
Fernbank in 2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual have been
identified from 9LI28, Cunningham
Mound E, on St. Catherines Island in
Liberty County, Georgia. The two
associated funerary objects include one
lot of ceramic sherds and one piece of
lithic debitage. These materials were
recovered during archaeological
excavations conducted around 1970 by
the University of Georgia under the
direction of Dr. Joseph R. Caldwell, and
from 1976-1977 by the AMNH under
the direction of Dr. David Hurst
Thomas. The remains were
subsequently subjected to
bioarcheological study under the
direction of Dr. Clark S. Larsen, working
in collaboration with the AMNH. After
storage for intervals at University of
Georgia, the AMNH, and on St.
Catherines Island, the remains were
transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The remains
represent an adult female interred in a
bundle. Funerary objects recovered from
the site were also transferred to
Fernbank in 2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 70 individuals have been
identified from 9LI18, John’s Mound, on
St. Catherines Island in Liberty County,
Georgia. The 214 associated funerary
objects include one lot ceramic sherds,
one lot non-human bone, one polished
human phalanx, two bone awls, three
ceramic vessels, three quartz cobbles,
one pearl, one sand dollar, one
unmodified stone, one groundstone
object, 193 shell beads, one lot marine
shell, and five soil samples. These
materials were recovered during
archaeological excavations conducted in
1969-1970 by the University of Georgia
under the direction of Dr. Joseph R.
Caldwell. The remains were
subsequently subjected to
bioarcheological study under the
direction of Dr. Clark S. Larsen, working
in collaboration with the AMNH. After
storage for intervals at University of
Georgia and on St. Catherines Island,
the remains were transferred in 2004 to
Fernbank Museum of Natural History by
the St. Catherines Island and Edward
John Noble Foundations. The remains
represent at least 44 adults and 13 sub-
adults, 13 of which have been identified
as female and 16 male. Burials occurred
as bundled and extended interments.
Funerary objects recovered from the site
were also transferred to Fernbank in
2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, five individuals were
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recovered from 9LI20, Mary’s Mound,
on St. Catherines Island in Liberty
County, Georgia. The 25 associated
funerary objects include six whole and
partial ceramic vessels, two awls, one
lot ceramic sherds, one lithic flake, one
pipe fragment, 10 modified whelk
shells, three unmodified marine shells,
and one lot non-human bone. These
materials were recovered during
archaeological excavations conducted in
1970 by the University of Georgia under
the direction of Dr. Joseph Caldwell,
and in 1977 by the AMNH under the
direction of Dr. David Hurst Thomas.
The remains were subsequently
subjected to bioarcheological study
under the direction of Dr. Clark S.
Larsen, working in collaboration with
the AMNH. After storage for intervals at
University of Georgia, the AMNH, and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The remains
represent at least two adults and three
sub-adults, at least two of which are
female. Burials occurred as either flexed
or bundled interments. Funerary objects
recovered from the site were also
transferred to Fernbank in 2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 20 individuals were
recovered from 9LI47, McLeod Mound,
on St. Catherines Island in Liberty
County, Georgia. The 14 associated
funerary objects include two projectile
points, one lithic scraper, one lot
ceramic sherds, one shark tooth, five
pieces non-human bone, one lithic
debitage, one metal shot or bullet, one
mineral fragment, and one unidentified
stone. The materials were recovered
during archaeological excavations
conducted from 1975-1976 by the
AMNH under the direction of Dr. David
Hurst Thomas. The remains were
subsequently subjected to
bioarcheological study under the
direction of Dr. Clark S. Larsen, working
in collaboration with the AMNH. After
storage for intervals at the AMNH and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The remains are all
adults, at least ten of which are female
and three are male. Burials occurred as
extended and bundled interments.
Funerary objects recovered from the site
were also transferred to Fernbank in
2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 19 individuals were
recovered from 9LI126, Seaside Mound I,
on St. Catherines Island in Liberty
County, Georgia. The eight associated

funerary objects include one lot ceramic
sherds, one lithic scraper, two projectile
points, one modified shell, one
modified bone item, one lot non-human
bone, and one lot lithic debitage. The
materials were recovered during
archaeological excavations conducted in
1970 by the University of Georgia under
the direction of Dr. Joseph Caldwell,
and in 1977 by the AMNH under the
direction of Dr. David Hurst Thomas.
The remains were subsequently
subjected to bioarcheological study
under the direction of Dr. Clark S.
Larsen, working in collaboration with
the AMNH. After storage for intervals at
University of Georgia, the AMNH, and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The remains
represent at least 15 adults and four sub-
adults, at least two of which are female
and five male. Burials occurred as
bundled and extended interments.
Funerary objects recovered from the site
were also transferred to Fernbank in
2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 14 individuals were
recovered from 9L162, Seaside Mound
II, on St. Catherines Island in Liberty
County, Georgia. The five associated
funerary objects include one lot ceramic
sherds, one lot lithic debitage, and three
projectile points. The materials were
recovered during archaeological
excavations conducted from 1976-1977
by the AMNH under the direction of Dr.
David Hurst Thomas. The remains were
subsequently subjected to
bioarcheological study under the
direction of Dr. Clark S. Larsen, working
in collaboration with the AMNH. After
storage for intervals at the AMNH and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The remains
represent at least 13 adults and one sub-
adult, at least four of which are female
and three are male. Burials occurred as
bundled and extended interments.
Funerary objects recovered from the site
were also transferred to Fernbank in
2004.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were
recovered from 9LI12, South New
Ground Mound, on St. Catherines Island
in Liberty County, Georgia. The one lot
of associated funerary objects include
one lot of ceramic sherds. The materials
were recovered during archaeological
excavations conducted in 19761977 by
the AMNH under the direction of Dr.
David Hurst Thomas. The remains were

subsequently subjected to
bioarcheological study under the
direction of Dr. Clark S. Larsen, working
in collaboration with the AMNH. After
storage for intervals at the AMNH and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The remains are
those of an adult female. Funerary
objects recovered from the site were also
transferred to Fernbank in 2004.

Associated funerary objects were
recovered from 9LI3, South End Mound
I, on St. Catherines Island in Liberty
County, Georgia. The 224 objects
include one lot ceramic sherds, two
ceramic pipe stems, one lot lithic
debitage, one projectile point, one
button, one unidentified metal fragment,
211 shell beads, one lot modified and
unmodified whelk shells, three mineral
fragments, one unmodified stone, and
one lot soil samples. The materials were
recovered during archaeological
excavations conducted in 1986 by the
AMNH under the direction of Dr. David
Hurst Thomas, and from 1991-1993
under the direction of Dr. Clark Spencer
Larsen. After storage for intervals at The
Ohio State University, the AMNH, and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
Noble Foundations. The human remains
associated with these objects have been
listed in a Notice of Inventory
Completion published in the Federal
Register on August 20, 2009 (74 FR
42098-42100).

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 18 individuals were
recovered from 9LI1273, South End
Mound II, on St. Catherines Island in
Liberty County, Georgia. The 58
associated funerary objects include one
lot ceramic sherds, three glass beads,
four hammerstones, one piece
unmodified stone, one lot lithic
debitage, four lithic bifaces, three
modified lithics, 35 lead fragments,
three granite items, one lot copper sheet
fragments, and two modified shells. The
materials were recovered during
archaeological excavations conducted
from 1979-1980 by the AMNH under
the direction of Dr. David Hurst
Thomas. The remains were
subsequently subjected to
bioarcheological study under the
direction of Dr. Clark S. Larsen, working
in collaboration with the AMNH. After
storage for intervals at the AMNH and
on St. Catherines Island, the remains
were transferred in 2004 to Fernbank
Museum of Natural History by the St.
Catherines Island and Edward John
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Noble Foundations. The remains
represent at least 13 adults and two sub
adults, at least three of which are female
and one male. At least some of the
burials represented cremated remains.
Funerary objects recovered from the site
were also transferred to Fernbank in
2004.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice.

Determinations

The Fernbank Museum of Natural
History has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of at least 157 individuals of
Native American ancestry.

e The 640 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town;
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians; Poarch
Band of Creek Indians; Seminole Tribe
of Florida; The Muscogee (Creek)
Nation; The Seminole Nation of
Oklahoma; and Thlopthlocco Tribal
Town.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after November 14,
2024. If competing requests for
repatriation are received, the Fernbank
Museum of Natural History must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the human

remains and associated funerary objects
are considered a single request and not
competing requests. The Fernbank
Museum of Natural History is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: October 4, 2024.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23724 Filed 10~11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038882;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation:
American Museum of Natural History,
New York, NY

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
American Museum of Natural History
intends to repatriate certain cultural
items that meet the definition of
unassociated funerary objects and that
have a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Nell Murphy, American
Museum of Natural History, 200 Central
Park West, New York, NY 10024,
telephone (212) 769-5837, email
nmurphy@amnbh.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the American
Museum of Natural History and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 17 cultural items have been
requested for repatriation. The 17
unassociated funerary objects are one lot

of faunal material; one lot of turtle cup
fragments; one bone awl; one likely
bone awl; one lot of oyster shells; one
lot of quahog shell; one lot of scallop
shells; one lot of mussel shells; one lot
of clam shells; one lot of helix shell; one
lot of sea snail shell; one lot of barnacle
shell; one lot of fish vertebrae; one lot
of pot sherds; one lot of decorated rim
sherds; one pot base; and one lot of
stone implements. J.B. James, Jr.,
removed these unassociated funerary
objects from Van Cortlandt Park, Bronx
County, NY, in 1890 during a road
grading project. James gifted these
unassociated funerary objects to the
Museum in 1895 which accessioned
them that year.

Determinations

The American Museum of Natural
History has determined that:

e The 17 unassociated funerary
objects described in this notice are
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near human
remains, and are connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American
culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural items described in
this notice and the Delaware Nation,
Oklahoma; Delaware Tribe of Indians;
and the Stockbridge Munsee
Community, Wisconsin.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after November 14, 2024. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the American Museum of
Natural History must determine the
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most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the cultural items are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The American
Museum of Natural History is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and to any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: October 4, 2024
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23723 Filed 10~11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service
[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038877;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUO00RP14.R50000]
Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Gilcrease Museum intends to repatriate
certain cultural items that meet the
definition of unassociated funerary
objects and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Laura Bryant, Gilcrease
Museum, 800 S Tucker Drive, Tulsa, OK
74104, telephone (918) 596—-2747, email
laura-bryant@utulsa.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Gilcrease
Museum, and additional information on
the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the summary or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 14 cultural items have been
requested for repatriation. The 14

unassociated funerary objects are 10 sets
of strung glass beads, one set of shell
beads, and three bone whistles. These
were removed from unknown sites in
Sacramento County, California in the
early 20th century. They were acquired
by Thomas Gilcrease likely in the mid-
20th century. One set of glass beads was
removed from Cliff Mound and acquired
by Frank Engles, whose collection was
purchased by Thomas Gilcrease in 1950.

Determinations

The Gilcrease Museum has
determined that:

e The 14 unassociated funerary
objects described in this notice are
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near human
remains, and are connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American
culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

o There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural items described in
this notice and the Wilton Rancheria,
California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after November 14, 2024. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the Gilcrease Museum must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The
Gilcrease Museum is responsible for
sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: October 4, 2024.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024—-23718 Filed 10—-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038884;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
California State University,
Sacramento, Sacramento, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
California State University, Sacramento
has completed an inventory of
associated funerary objects and has
determined that there is a cultural
affiliation between the associated
funerary objects and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the associated
funerary objects in this notice may
occur on or after November 14, 2024.
ADDRESSES: Dr. Mark R. Wheeler, Senior
Advisor to President Luke Wood,
California State University, Sacramento,
6000 ] Street Sacramento, CA 95819,
telephone (916) 460—-0490, email
mark.wheeler@csus.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the California
State University, Sacramento, and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Associated funerary objects have been
identified from CA-SJO-68, located in
the northwestern portion of San Joaquin
County, CA. The 73 associated funerary
objects include flaked, ground, and
worked stone; baked clay objects; faunal
remains; and worked bone and shell.
Currently, at least two objects are
missing, and California State University,
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Sacramento continues to look for them.
The funerary objects were donated to
California State University, Sacramento
by the estate of Anthony Zallio and the
University of California Berkeley in the
1950s. They have since been housed at
the University under accessions 81—
172.33 and 1974-24.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is clearly identified by the
information available about the
associated funerary objects described in
this notice.

Determinations

The California State University,
Sacramento has determined that:

e The 73 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
associated funerary objects described in
this notice and the Buena Vista
Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of
California; California Valley Miwok
Tribe, California; Chicken Ranch
Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of
California; Ione Band of Miwok Indians
of California; Jackson Band of Miwuk
Indians; Picayune Rancheria of
Chukchansi Indians of California; Santa
Rosa Indian Community of the Santa
Rosa Rancheria, California; Shingle
Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Shingle
Springs Rancheria (Verona Tract),
California; Table Mountain Rancheria;
Tule River Indian Tribe of the Tule
River Reservation, California; Tuolumne
Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the
Tuolumne Rancheria of California;
United Auburn Indian Community of
the Auburn Rancheria of California; and
the Wilton Rancheria, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
associated funerary objects in this notice
must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the associated
funerary objects described in this notice

to a requestor may occur on or after
November 14, 2024. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the California State University,
Sacramento must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the associated funerary
objects are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The
California State University, Sacramento
is responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: October 4, 2024.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23725 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038885;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUO0ORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Disposition: U.S.
Department of the Interior, National
Park Service, Hopewell Culture
National Historical Park, Chillicothe,
OH

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the U.S.
Department of the Interior, National
Park Service, Hopewell Culture National
Historical Park (HOCU) intends to carry
out the disposition of human remains
and associated funerary objects removed
from Federal or Tribal lands to the
lineal descendants, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization with
priority for disposition in this notice.
DATES: Disposition of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
November 14, 2024. If no claim for
disposition is received by October 15,
2025, the human remains and associated
funerary objects in this notice will
become unclaimed human remains and
associated funerary objects.

ADDRESSES: Chris Alford,
Superintendent, Hopewell Culture
National Historical Park, 16062 State
Route 104, Chillicothe, OH 45601,
telephone (740) 774-1126, email chris_
alford@nps.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the
Superintendent, HOCU, and additional
information on the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this
notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in the related
records.

Abstract of Information Available

Based on the information available,
human remains representing, at least,
one individual have been reasonably
identified. The 126 associated funerary
objects are one biface fragment, one
faunal remain, two prismatic blade
fragments, two pieces of copper, eight
chert debitage, 49 fire-cracked rocks,
four soil samples, 12 botanical samples,
two charcoal samples, and 45 ceramic
sherds. In 2004, human remains and
funerary objects were removed from the
Riverbank Site in Ross County, OH by
National Park Service archeologists with
the Midwest Archeological Center. The
human remains and funerary objects
date to the Middle Woodland period.

Determinations

HOCU has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e The 126 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e The Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of
Indians of Oklahoma; Eastern Shawnee
Tribe of Oklahoma; and the Shawnee
Tribe have priority for disposition of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice.

Claims for Disposition

Written claims for disposition of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
appropriate official identified in this
notice under ADDRESSES. If no claim for
disposition is received by October 15,
2025, the human remains and associated
funerary objects in this notice will
become unclaimed human remains and
associated funerary objects. Claims for
disposition may be submitted by:

1. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
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by a preponderance of the evidence, that
they have priority for disposition.

Disposition of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
may occur on or after November 14,
2024. If competing claims for
disposition are received, HOCU must
determine the most appropriate
claimant prior to disposition. Requests
for joint disposition of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
are considered a single request and not
competing requests. HOCU is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the lineal descendants, Indian
Tribes, and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3002, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.7.

Dated: October 4, 2024.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23726 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038880;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUO0RP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Western Washington University,
Department of Anthropology,
Bellingham, WA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Western Washington University (WWU)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Dr. Judith Pine, Western
Washington University, Department of
Anthropology, Arntzen Hall 340, 516
High Street, Bellingham, WA 98225,
telephone (360) 650—4783, email pinej@
wwu.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the WWU, and

additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in its inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at least,
one individual have been identified. No
associated funerary objects are present.

Representatives from Western
Washington University worked at 45—
WH-17 in both 1973 and 1977. Dr.
Garland Grabert directed a summer field
school at the site in 1973. In 1977,
Western Washington University entered
a contract (C530-695-02) with the city
of Blaine, WA, to conduct salvage in
conjunction with the construction of the
sewage treatment facility. Operations
began in June and continued through
the end of August 1977. One burial was
recovered at 45-WH-17 in 1973 and a
total of 40 burials were recovered during
the 1977 project. All the known burials
and associated funerary objects in the
WWU collections from the 1973 and
1977 work were repatriated to the
Lummi Nation in the early 1980’s.

During the WWU NAGPRA
compliance efforts in 1995, closer
examination of faunal remains from 45—
WH-17 resulted in numerous additional
fragments of human bone being
recognized. These human remains were
listed in the original 1995 WWU
NAGPRA Inventory and they, too, were
repatriated to the Lummi Nation, upon
their request in 2001. During the recent
rehousing project described above, one
additional human remain was identified
from the 45—-WH-17 collection and it is
described below. No known individuals
were identified. No hazardous
chemicals are known to have been used
to treat the human remains while in the
custody of WWU.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is clearly identified by the
information available about the human
remains described in this notice.

Determinations

The WWU has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a connection between the
human remains described in this notice
and the Lummi Tribe of the Lummi
Reservation and the Nooksack Indian
Tribe.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the authorized representative
identified in this notice under
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after November 14,
2024. If competing requests for
repatriation are received, the WWU
must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the human
remains are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The WWU
is responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: October 4, 2024.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23721 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service
[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038878;
PPWOCRADNO-PCU00RP14.R50000]
Notice of Inventory Completion:
Willamette University, Salem, OR

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), Willamette
University has completed an inventory
of human remains and has determined
that there is a cultural affiliation
between the human remains and Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Emilio Solano, Willamette
University, 900 State Street, Salem, OR
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97209, telephone (503) 370-6027, email
easolano@willamette.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Willamette
University, and additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in its inventory or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at least,
one individual have been identified. No
associated funerary objects are present.
The osteological elements from one
individual include a mandible, four
teeth, two radii, two humeri, five
vertebrae, and one femur. There is no
known acquisition history of the
ancestral remains, but the
preponderance of the evidence suggests
that either W.S. Laughlin or John
Rademaker disturbed and acquired
these remains. There were no markings,
labels, or other documentation found
with this individual. The geographic
location is unknown but is likely
associated with the Willamette Valley,
Oregon mounds excavated by Laughlin
or near The Dalles, Oregon site
excavation by Rademaker. Cultural
affiliation is unknown but likely the
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde,
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, or
Confederated Tribes of the Warm
Springs based on information available,
including archeological, geographical,
and historical. The remains have not
been tested for the presence of any
potentially hazardous substances.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice.

Determinations

Willamette University has determined
that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a connection between the
human remains described in this notice
and the Confederated Tribes of Siletz
Indians of Oregon; Confederated Tribes
of the Grand Ronde Community of
Oregon; and the Confederated Tribes of

the Warm Springs Reservation of
Oregon.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the authorized representative
identified in this notice under
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after November 14,
2024. If competing requests for
repatriation are received, Willamette
University must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. Willamette
University is responsible for sending a
copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: October 4, 2024.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23719 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038879;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUO0RP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Disposition: U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management, Colorado State
Office, Tres Rios Field Office, Dolores,
co

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management, Colorado State
Office, Tres Rios Field Office (BLM Tres
Rios Field Office) intends to carry out
the disposition of human remains

removed from Federal or Tribal lands to
the lineal descendants, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization with
priority for disposition in this notice.
DATES: Disposition of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after November 14, 2024. If no claim for
disposition is received by October 15,
2025, the human remains in this notice
will become unclaimed human remains.

ADDRESSES: Derek Padilla, Field Office
Manager, Bureau of Land Management,
Tres Rios Field Office, 29211 Highway
184, Dolores, CO 81323, telephone (970)
882-7296, email dpadilla@blm.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the BLM Tres Rios
Field Office, and additional information
on the human remains in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the identifications in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Based on the information available,
human remains representing two
individuals have been reasonably
identified. No associated funerary
objects are present. The remains
represent one individual from San
Miguel County, Colorado, specifically
archaeological site 5SM377. The
remains from 5SM377 consist of one
fragment of a human metatarsal or
metacarpal bone, which were
inadvertently removed from the site in
2012.

Additionally, remains from a second
individual were located next to a road
in San Miguel County, Colorado. These
remains consist of one human cranium
and are unassociated with an
archaeological site.

Determinations

The BLM Tres Rios Field Office has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of two individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e The Hopi Tribe of Arizona; Jicarilla
Apache Nation, New Mexico; Navajo
Nation, Arizona, New Mexico, & Utah;
Ohkay Owingeh, New Mexico; Pueblo of
Acoma, New Mexico; Pueblo of Cochiti,
New Mexico; Pueblo of Isleta, New
Mexico; Pueblo of Jemez, New Mexico;
Pueblo of Laguna, New Mexico; Pueblo
of Nambe, New Mexico; Pueblo of
Picuris, New Mexico; Pueblo of
Pojoaque, New Mexico; Pueblo of San
Felipe, New Mexico; Pueblo of San
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Ildefonso, New Mexico; Pueblo of
Sandia, New Mexico; Pueblo of Santa
Ana, New Mexico; Pueblo of Santa
Clara, New Mexico; Pueblo of Taos,
New Mexico; Pueblo of Tesuque, New
Mexico; Pueblo of Zia, New Mexico;
Santo Domingo Pueblo; Southern Ute
Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute
Reservation, Colorado; Ute Indian Tribe
of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation,
Utah; Ute Mountain Ute Tribe; Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo; and the Zuni Tribe of
the Zuni Reservation, New Mexico have
priority for disposition of the human
remains described in this notice.

Claims for Disposition

Written claims for disposition of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the appropriate official identified
in this notice under ADDRESSES. If no
claim for disposition is received by
October 15, 2025, the human remains in
this notice will become unclaimed
human remains. Claims for disposition
may be submitted by:

1. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
they have priority for disposition.

Disposition of the human remains in
this notice may occur on or after
November 14, 2024. If competing claims
for disposition are received, the BLM
Tres Rios Field Office must determine
the most appropriate claimant prior to
disposition. Requests for joint
disposition of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The BLM Tres Rios
Field Office is responsible for sending a
copy of this notice to the lineal
descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and to any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3002, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.7.

Dated: October 4, 2024.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23720 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0038881;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUO0ORP14.R50000]

Notice of Intended Repatriation: State
Historical Society of Wisconsin,
Madison, WI

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin,
otherwise known as the Wisconsin
Historical Society (WHS) intends to
repatriate a certain cultural item that
meets the definition of a sacred object
and object of cultural patrimony and
that has a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural item
in this notice may occur on or after
November 14, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Jacqueline Pozza Reisner,
Wisconsin Historical Society, 204 S
Thornton Avenue, Madison, WI 53703,
telephone (608) 263—-3537, email
jacqueline.pozza@wisconsinhistory.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Wisconsin
Historical Society, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in the
summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of one cultural item has been
requested for repatriation. The item is
described in WHS’ documentation as a
“Chilkat blanket, 44” x 24”, plus fringe.
Yellow, black, blue and white design.
Native dyes. Made at Klukwan, Alaska.
Mountain goat wool.” Through
consultation, the design on the blanket
has been identified as one owned by the
Tlingit. This blanket was donated to
WHS by Mrs. P.A. Strommen of Aniwa,
Wisconsin. Mrs. Strommen indicated in
correspondence that the blanket was
“made by the [Chilkoot] Indians at
Klukwan, Alaska.” WHS has no record
of this blanket being treated with any
potentially hazardous substances in the
past. The one sacred item and object of
cultural patrimony is one blanket.

Determinations

The Wisconsin Historical Society has
determined that:

¢ The one object described in this
notice is, according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of an
Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization, specific ceremonial objects
needed by a traditional Native American
religious leader for present-day
adherents to practice traditional Native
American religion, and has ongoing
historical, traditional, or cultural
importance central to the Native
American group, including any
constituent sub-group (such as a band,
clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or
other subdivision).

e There is a reasonable connection
between the cultural item described in
this notice and the Central Council of
the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural item in this
notice must be sent to the Responsible
Official identified in ADDRESSES.
Requests for repatriation may be
submitted by any lineal descendant,
Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian
organization not identified in this notice
who shows, by a preponderance of the
evidence, that the requestor is a lineal
descendant or a culturally affiliated
Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

Repatriation of the cultural item in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after November 14, 2024. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the Wisconsin Historical
Society must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the cultural item are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The Wisconsin
Historical Society is responsible for
sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: October 4, 2024.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2024-23722 Filed 10-11-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE Kingwills New Material Technology Co., (v) explain how the requested
COMMISSION Ltd. of China; Zhejiang Qingyun New remedial orders would impact United

Notice of Receipt of Complaint;
Solicitation of Comments Relating to
the Public Interest

AGENCY: U.S. International Trade
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the U.S. International Trade
Commission has received a complaint
entitled Certain Flash-Spun Nonwoven
Materials and Products Containing
Same, DN 3776; the Commission is
soliciting comments on any public
interest issues raised by the complaint
or complainant’s filing pursuant to the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lisa
R. Barton, Secretary to the Commission,
U.S. International Trade Commission,
500 E Street SW, Washington, DC
20436, telephone (202) 205-2000. The
public version of the complaint can be
accessed on the Commission’s
Electronic Document Information
System (EDIS) at https://edis.usitc.gov.
For help accessing EDIS, please email
EDIS3Help@usitc.gov.

General information concerning the
Commission may also be obtained by
accessing its internet server at United
States International Trade Commission
(USITC) at https://www.usitc.gov. The
public record for this investigation may
be viewed on the Commission’s
Electronic Document Information
System (EDIS) at https://edis.usitc.gov.
Hearing-impaired persons are advised
that information on this matter can be
obtained by contacting the
Commission’s TDD terminal on (202)
205-1810.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Commission has received a complaint
and a submission pursuant to § 210.8(b)
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure filed on behalf of DuPont
de Nemours, Inc., DuPont Safety &
Construction, Inc., and DuPont
Specialty Products USA, LLC on
October 9, 2024. The complaint alleges
violations of section 337 of the Tariff
Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1337) in the
importation into the United States, the
sale for importation, and the sale within
the United States after importation of
certain flash-spun nonwoven materials
and products containing same. The
complaint names as respondents:
Xiamen Dangs New-Materials Co., Ltd.
AKA Dawnsens New Materials Co., Ltd.
of China; Beijing Dangsheng Technology
Co., Ltd. of China; Xiamen Dangsheng
Technology Co., Ltd. of China;

Material Co., Ltd. of China; Jiangsu
Qingyun New Materials Co., Ltd. AKA
Jiangsu Kingwills New Materials Co.,
Ltd. of China; Shanghai Qingyun New
Material Technology Co., Ltd. of China;
Kingwills International Ltd. of China;
Harbourpoint Innovations Inc. of
Raleigh, NC; Impak Corporation of Los
Angeles, CA; Shenzhen Zhengming
Science and Technology Co., Ltd. of
China; Weifang Konzer Safety Protective
Equipment Co., Ltd. of China; Jiangsu
Tubo New Material Co., Ltd. of China;
Emedia Group. Inc. of Greenville, SC;
endur-tec, LLC of Anderson, SC;
Hangzhou Several Sets of Electronic
Commerce Co., Ltd. of China; Hangzhou
Qiao Shell Digital Technology Co., Ltd.
of China; and Zhenping County Weihe
Commerce and Trade Co., Ltd. of China.
The complainant requests that the
Commission issue a general exclusion
order, cease and desist orders, and
impose a bond upon respondents’
alleged infringing articles during the 60-
day Presidential review period pursuant
to 19 U.S.C. 1337 (e)(i).

Proposed respondents, other
interested parties, members of the
public, and interested government
agencies are invited to file comments on
any public interest issues raised by the
complaint or § 210.8(b) filing.
Comments should address whether
issuance of the relief specifically
requested by the complainant in this
investigation would affect the public
health and welfare in the United States,
competitive conditions in the United
States economy, the production of like
or directly competitive articles in the
United States, or United States
consumers.

In particular, the Commission is
interested in comments that:

(i) explain how the articles potentially
subject to the requested remedial orders
are used in the United States;

(ii) identify any public health, safety,
or welfare concerns in the United States
relating to the requested remedial
orders;

(iii) identify like or directly
competitive articles that complainant,
its licensees, or third parties make in the
United States which could replace the
subject articles if they were to be
excluded;

(iv) indicate whether complainant,
complainant’s licensees, and/or third
party suppliers have the capacity to
replace the volume of articles
potentially subject to the requested
exclusion order and/or a cease and
desist order within a commercially
reasonable time; and

States consumers.

Written submissions on the public
interest must be filed no later than by
close of business, eight calendar days
after the date of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register. There
will be further opportunities for
comment on the public interest after the
issuance of any final initial
determination in this investigation. Any
written submissions on other issues
must also be filed by no later than the
close of business, eight calendar days
after publication of this notice in the
Federal Register. Complainant may file
replies to any written submissions no
later than three calendar days after the
date on which any initial submissions
were due, notwithstanding § 201.14(a)
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure. No other submissions
will be accepted, unless requested by
the Commission. Any submissions and
replies filed in response to this Notice
are limited to five (5) pages in length,
inclusive of attachments.

Persons filing written submissions
must file the original document
electronically on or before the deadlines
stated above. Submissions should refer
to the docket number (“Docket No.
3776”’) in a prominent place on the
cover page and/or the first page. (See
Handbook for Electronic Filing
Procedures, Electronic Filing
Procedures 1). Please note the
Secretary’s Office will accept only
electronic filings during this time.
Filings must be made through the
Commission’s Electronic Document
Information System (EDIS, https://
edis.usitc.gov.) No in-person paper-
based filings or paper copies of any
electronic filings will be accepted until
further notice. Persons with questions
regarding filing should contact the
Secretary at EDIS3Help@usitc.gov.

Any person desiring to submit a
document to the Commission in
confidence must request con