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consideration the implementation of the
proposed monitoring and mitigation
measures, NMFS preliminarily finds
that the total marine mammal take from
the proposed activity will have a
negligible impact on all affected marine
mammal species or stocks.

Small Numbers

As noted previously, only take of
small numbers of marine mammals may
be authorized under sections
101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the MMPA for
specified activities other than military
readiness activities. The MMPA does
not define small numbers and so, in
practice, where estimated numbers are
available, NMFS compares the number
of individuals taken to the most
appropriate estimation of abundance of
the relevant species or stock in our
determination of whether an
authorization is limited to small
numbers of marine mammals. When the
predicted number of individuals to be
taken is fewer than one-third of the
species or stock abundance, the take is
considered to be of small numbers.
Additionally, other qualitative factors
may be considered in the analysis, such
as the temporal or spatial scale of the
activities.

NMFS proposes to authorize
incidental take by Level B harassment
only of 14 marine mammal species with
15 managed stocks. The total amount of
takes proposed for authorization relative
to the best available population
abundance is less than 1 percent for 14
of the 15 managed stocks (less than 7
percent for the Western North Atlantic
Northern Migratory Coastal Stock of
bottlenose dolphins; table 5). The take
numbers proposed for authorization are
considered conservative estimates for
purposes of the small numbers
determination as they assume all takes
represent different individual animals,
which is unlikely to be the case.

Based on the analysis contained
herein of the proposed activity
(including the proposed mitigation and
monitoring measures) and the
anticipated take of marine mammals,
NMFS preliminarily finds that small
numbers of marine mammals would be
taken relative to the population size of
the affected species or stocks.

Unmitigable Adverse Impact Analysis
and Determination

There are no relevant subsistence uses
of the affected marine mammal stocks or
species implicated by this action.
Therefore, NMFS has determined that
the total taking of affected species or
stocks would not have an unmitigable
adverse impact on the availability of

such species or stocks for taking for
subsistence purposes.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) requires that each
Federal agency insure that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
IHAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

NMFS’ Office of Protected Resources
is proposing to authorize take of three
species of marine mammals which are
listed under the ESA (i.e., NARW, fin
whale, and sei whale) and has
determined these activities fall within
the scope of activities analyzed in the
NMFS GARFO programmatic
consultation regarding geophysical
surveys along the U.S. Atlantic coast in
the three Atlantic Renewable Energy
Regions (completed June 29, 2021;
revised September 2021).

Proposed Authorization

As a result of these preliminary
determinations, NMFS proposes to issue
an THA to Atlantic Shores for
conducting marine site characterization
surveys in waters off of New York, New
Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland for a
period of 1 year, provided the
previously mentioned mitigation,
monitoring, and reporting requirements
are incorporated. A draft of the
proposed IHA can be found at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/incidental-
take-authorizations-other-energy-
activities-renewable.

Request for Public Comments

We request comment on our analyses,
the proposed authorization, and any
other aspect of this notice of proposed
IHA for the proposed marine site
characterization surveys. We also
request comment on the potential
renewal of this proposed IHA as
described in the paragraph below.
Please include with your comments any
supporting data or literature citations to
help inform decisions on the request for
this IHA or a subsequent renewal IHA.

On a case-by-case basis, NMFS may
issue a one-time, 1-year renewal IHA
following notice to the public providing
an additional 15 days for public
comments when (1) up to another year
of identical or nearly identical activities
as described in the Description of
Proposed Activity section of this notice

is planned or (2) the activities as
described in the Description of
Proposed Activity section of this notice
would not be completed by the time the
IHA expires and a renewal would allow
for completion of the activities beyond
that described in the Dates and Duration
section of this notice, provided all of the
following conditions are met:

¢ A request for renewal is received no
later than 60 days prior to the needed
renewal IHA effective date (recognizing
that the renewal IHA expiration date
cannot extend beyond one year from
expiration of the initial THA).

¢ The request for renewal must
include the following:

(1) An explanation that the activities
to be conducted under the requested
renewal IHA are identical to the
activities analyzed under the initial
IHA, are a subset of the activities, or
include changes so minor (e.g.,
reduction in pile size) that the changes
do not affect the previous analyses,
mitigation and monitoring
requirements, or take estimates (with
the exception of reducing the type or
amount of take).

(2) A preliminary monitoring report
showing the results of the required
monitoring to date and an explanation
showing that the monitoring results do
not indicate impacts of a scale or nature
not previously analyzed or authorized.

Upon review of the request for
renewal, the status of the affected
species or stocks, and any other
pertinent information, NMFS
determines that there are no more than
minor changes in the activities, the
mitigation and monitoring measures
will remain the same and appropriate,
and the findings in the initial ITHA
remain valid.

Dated: December 27, 2023.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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SUMMARY: The SEDAR 88 assessment of
Gulf of Mexico red grouper will consist
of a series of webinars. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 88 Red Tide Topical
Working Group Webinar I will be held
January 23, 2024, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
eastern.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held via webinar. The webinar is open
to members of the public. Those
interested in participating should
contact Julie A. Neer at SEDAR (See FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT) to
request an invitation providing webinar
access information. Please request
webinar invitations at least 24 hours in
advance of each webinar.

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571—
4366. Email: Julie.neer@safmc.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commissions
have implemented the SEDAR process,
a multi-step method for determining the
status of fish stocks in the Southeast
Region. SEDAR is a multi-step process
including: (1) Data Workshop; (2)
Assessment Process utilizing webinars;
and (3) Review Workshop. The product
of the Data Workshop is a data report
that compiles and evaluates potential
datasets and recommends which
datasets are appropriate for assessment
analyses. The product of the Assessment
Process is a stock assessment report that
describes the fisheries, evaluates the
status of the stock, estimates biological
benchmarks, projects future population
conditions, and recommends research
and monitoring needs. The assessment
is independently peer reviewed at the
Review Workshop. The product of the
Review Workshop is a Summary
documenting panel opinions regarding
the strengths and weaknesses of the
stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and NOAA
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office,
HMS Management Division, and
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants include data collectors and
database managers; stock assessment
scientists, biologists, and researchers;
constituency representatives including
fishermen, environmentalists, and Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGO’s);

International experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion in the
webinar are as follows:

Participants will discuss red tide
modeling work to date available for use
in the assessment of Gulf of Mexico red
grouper.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
(see ADDRESSES) at least 10 business
days prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 2, 2024.
Diane M. DeJames-Daly,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing
to delete product(s) from the
Procurement List that were furnished by
nonprofit agencies employing persons
who are blind or have other severe
disabilities.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before: February 04, 2024.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, 355 E Street, Suite 325,
Washington, DC 20024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information or to submit
comments contact: Michael R.
Jurkowski, Telephone: (703) 785-6404
or email CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published pursuant to 41
U.S.C. 8503(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3. Its
purpose is to provide interested persons
an opportunity to submit comments on
the proposed actions.

Deletions

The following product(s) are proposed
for deletion from the Procurement List:

Product(s)

NSN(s)—Product Name(s):
4730-00—470-6625—Kit, Brass Fittings, 88

Automotive Types, 430 Pieces

Designated Source of Supply: The
Opportunity Center Easter Seal
Facility—The Ala ES Soc, Inc., Anniston,
AL

Contracting Activity: DLA LAND AND
MARITIME SUPPLIER, COLUMBUS, OH

NSN(s)—Product Name(s):
6515—01-576—8837—Combat Arms Ear
Plug, Single Ended, Size Small, BX/50
Pairs
6515—-01-576—8861—Combat Arms Ear
Plug, Single Ended, Size Medium, BX/50
Pairs
6515—01-576—8869—Combat Arms Ear
Plug, Single Ended, Size Large, BX/50
Pairs
6515—-00-SAM-0013—Combat Arms Ear
Plug, Single Ended, Size Small, PR
6515—-00—-SAM-0014—Combat Arms Ear
Plug, Single Ended, Size Medium, PR
6515—-00—-SAM-0015—Combat Arms Ear
Plug, Single Ended, Size Large, PR
6515—-01-686—9817—Combat Arms 4.1 Ear
Plug, Single Ended, Size Small, BX/50
6515—-01-686—9808—Combat Arms 4.1 Ear
Plug, Single Ended Size Medium, BX/50
6515—-01-686—9804—Combat Arms 4.1 Ear
Plug, Single Ended Size Large, BX/50
Designated Source of Supply: Access:
Supports for Living Inc., Middletown,
NY
Contracting Activity: DLA TROOP SUPPORT,
PHILADELPHIA, PA

Michael R. Jurkowski,
Acting Director, Business Operations.
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