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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-4731-
DR; Docket ID FEMA-2023-0001]

Colorado; Amendment No. 1 to Notice
of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Colorado (FEMA—-4731-DR),
dated August 25, 2023, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
September 20, 2023.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Colorado is hereby amended to
include the following areas among those
areas determined to have been adversely
affected by the event declared a major
disaster by the President in his
declaration of August 25, 2023.

Arapahoe, Logan, and Washington
Counties for Public Assistance.

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Deanne Criswell,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2023-23200 Filed 10-19-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Notice of Adoption of the Department
of Energy Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations Categorical Exclusion
Pursuant to Section 109 of the National
Environmental Policy Act

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary,
Department of Homeland Security.
ACTION: Notice of adoption of the
Department of Energy’s electric vehicle
charging stations categorical exclusion
pursuant to section 109 of the National
Environmental Policy Act.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) is adopting the
Department of Energy’s (DOE) electric
vehicle charging stations categorical
exclusion (CE) pursuant to section 109
of the National Environmental Policy
Act to use for proposed DHS actions.
This notice describes the categories of
proposed actions for which DHS intends
to use DOE’s electric vehicle charging
stations CE and details the consultation
between the agencies.

DATES: This action is effective upon
publication.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer DeHart Hass, Director,
Environmental Planning and Historic
Preservation, by phone at 202—834—
4346, or by email at jennifer.hass@
hq.dhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background

National Environmental Policy Act and
Categorical Exclusions

The National Environmental Policy
Act, 42 U.S.C. 4321-4347 (NEPA),
requires all Federal agencies to assess
the environmental impacts of their
actions. Congress enacted NEPA to
encourage productive and enjoyable
harmony between humans and the
environment, recognizing the profound
impact of human activity and the
critical importance of restoring and
maintaining environmental quality to
the overall welfare of humankind. 42
U.S.C. 4321, 4331. NEPA’s twin aims
are to ensure agencies consider the
environmental effects of their proposed
actions in their decision-making
processes and inform and involve the
public in that process. 42 U.S.C. 4331.
NEPA created the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ), which
promulgated NEPA implementing
regulations, 40 CFR parts 1500 through
1508 (CEQ regulations).

To comply with NEPA, agencies
determine the appropriate level of
review—an environmental impact

statement (EIS), environmental
assessment (EA), or categorical
exclusion. 42 U.S.C. 4336. If a proposed
action is likely to have significant
environmental effects, the agency must
prepare an EIS and document its
decision in a record of decision. Id. If
the proposed action is not likely to have
significant environmental effects or the
effects are unknown, the agency may
instead prepare an EA, which involves
a more concise analysis and process
than an EIS. Id. 42 U.S.C. 4336.
Following the EA, the agency may
conclude the process with a finding of
no significant impact if the analysis
shows that the action will have no
significant effects. If the analysis in the
EA finds that the action is likely to have
significant effects, however, then an EIS
is required.

Under NEPA and the CEQ regulations,
a Federal agency may establish in its
NEPA implementing procedures
categorical exclusions, which are
categories of actions the agency has
determined normally do not
significantly affect the quality of the
human environment. 42 U.S.C.
4336¢(1); 40 CFR 1501.4,
1507.3(e)(2)(ii), 1508.1(d). If an agency
determines that a categorical exclusion
covers a proposed action, it then
evaluates the proposed action for
extraordinary circumstances in which a
normally excluded action may have a
significant effect. 40 CFR 1501.4(b). If
no extraordinary circumstances are
present or if further analysis determines
that the extraordinary circumstances do
not involve the potential for significant
environmental impacts, the agency may
apply the categorical exclusion to the
proposed action without preparing an
EA or EIS. 42 U.S.C. 4336(a)(2). If the
extraordinary circumstances have the
potential to result in significant effects,
the agency is required to prepare an EA
or EIS.

Section 109 of NEPA, enacted as part
of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023,
allows a Federal agency to adopt a
categorical exclusion listed in another
agency’s NEPA procedures for a
category of proposed agency actions for
which the categorical exclusion was
established. 42 U.S.C. 4336c¢. To adopt
another agency’s categorical exclusion
under Section 109, an agency must
identify the relevant categorical
exclusion listed in that agency’s
(“establishing agency”’) NEPA
procedures that cover its category of
proposed actions or related actions;
consult with the establishing agency to
ensure that the proposed adoption of the
categorical exclusion to a category of
actions is appropriate; identify to the
public the categorical exclusion that the
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