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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains regulatory documents having general
applicability and legal effect, most of which
are keyed to and codified in the Code of
Federal Regulations, which is published under
50 titles pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 1510.

The Code of Federal Regulations is sold by
the Superintendent of Documents.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 97
[Docket No. 31503; Amdt. No. 4075]

Standard Instrument Approach
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures;
Miscellaneous Amendments

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule establishes, amends,
suspends, or removes Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures
(SIAPS) and associated Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure
procedures (ODPs) for operations at
certain airports. These regulatory
actions are needed because of the
adoption of new or revised criteria, or
because of changes occurring in the
National Airspace System, such as the
commissioning of new navigational
facilities, adding new obstacles, or
changing air traffic requirements. These
changes are designed to provide safe
and efficient use of the navigable
airspace and to promote safe flight
operations under instrument flight rules
at the affected airports.

DATES: This rule is effective August 28,
2023. The compliance date for each
SIAP, associated Takeoff Minimums,
and ODP is specified in the amendatory
provisions.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of August 28,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Availability of matters
incorporated by reference in the
amendment is as follows:

For Examination:

1. U.S. Department of Transportation,
Docket Ops—M30. 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, West Bldg., Ground Floor,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.

2. The FAA Air Traffic Organization
Service Area in which the affected
airport is located;

3. The office of Aeronautical
Information Services, 6500 South
MacArthur Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK
73169 or,

4. The National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For
information on the availability of this
material at NARA, email fr.inspection@
nara.gov or go to: https://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/
ibr-locations.html.

Availability: All SIAPs and Takeoff
Minimums and ODPs are available
online free of charge. Visit the National
Flight Data Center at nfdc.faa.gov to
register. Additionally, individual SIAP
and Takeoff Minimums and ODP copies
may be obtained from the FAA Air
Traffic Organization Service Area in
which the affected airport is located.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas J. Nichols, Flight Procedures
and Airspace Group, Flight
Technologies and Procedures Division,
Flight Standards Service, Federal
Aviation Administration. Mailing
Address: FAA Mike Monroney
Aeronautical Center, Flight Procedures
and Airspace Group, 6500 South
MacArthur Blvd., STB Annex, Bldg 26,
Room 217, Oklahoma City, OK 73099.
Telephone (405) 954-1139.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This rule
amends 14 CFR part 97 by establishing,
amending, suspending, or removes
SIAPS, Takeoff Minimums and/or
ODPS. The complete regulatory
description of each SIAP and its
associated Takeoff Minimums or ODP
for an identified airport is listed on FAA
form documents which are incorporated
by reference in this amendment under 5
U.S.C. 552(a), 1 CFR part 51, and 14
CFR part 97.20. The applicable FAA
Forms 8260-3, 82604, 8260-5, 8260—
15A, 8260-15B, when required by an
entry on 8260—15A, and 8260-15C.

The large number of SIAPs, Takeoff
Minimums and ODPs, their complex
nature, and the need for a special format
make publication in the Federal
Register expensive and impractical.
Further, airmen do not use the
regulatory text of the SIAPs, Takeoff
Minimums or ODPs, but instead refer to
their graphic depiction on charts
printed by publishers or aeronautical
materials. Thus, the advantages of
incorporation by reference are realized

and publication of the complete
description of each SIAP, Takeoff
Minimums and ODP listed on FAA form
documents is unnecessary. This
amendment provides the affected CFR
sections and specifies the typed of
SIAPS, Takeoff Minimums and ODPs
with their applicable effective dates.
This amendment also identifies the
airport and its location, the procedure,
and the amendment number.

Availability and Summary of Material
Incorporated by Reference

The material incorporated by
reference is publicly available as listed
in the ADDRESSES section.

The material incorporated by
reference describes SIAPS, Takeoff
Minimums and/or ODPs as identified in
the amendatory language for part 97 of
this final rule.

The Rule

This amendment to 14 CFR part 97 is
effective upon publication of each
separate SIAP, Takeoff Minimums and
ODP as amended in the transmittal.
Some SIAP and Takeoff Minimums and
textual ODP amendments may have
been issued previously by the FAA in a
Flight Data Center (FDC) Notice to
Airmen (NOTAM) as an emergency
action of immediate flights safety
relating directly to published
aeronautical charts.

The circumstances that created the
need for some SIAP and Takeoff
Minimums and ODP amendments may
require making them effective in less
than 30 days. For the remaining SIAPs
and Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, an
effective date at least 30 days after
publication is provided.

Further, the SIAPs and Takeoff
Minimums and ODPs contained in this
amendment are based on the criteria
contained in the U.S. Standard for
Terminal Instrument Procedures
(TERPS). In developing these SIAPs and
Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, the
TERPS criteria were applied to the
conditions existing or anticipated at the
affected airports. Because of the close
and immediate relationship between
these SIAPs, Takeoff Minimums and
ODPs, and safety in air commerce, I find
that notice and public procedure under
5 U.S.C. 553(b) are impracticable and
contrary to the public interest and,
where applicable, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d),
good cause exists for making some
SIAPs effective in less than 30 days.
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The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally
current. It, therefore—(1) is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3)
does not warrant preparation of a
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated
impact is so minimal. For the same
reason, the FAA certifies that this
amendment will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 97

Air Traffic Control, Airports,
Incorporation by reference, Navigation
(Air).

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 18,
2023.

Thomas J. Nichols,

Aviation Safety, Flight Standards Service,
Manager, Standards Section, Flight
Procedures & Airspace Group, Flight
Technologies & Procedures Division.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me, 14 CFR part
97 is amended by establishing,
amending, suspending, or removing
Standard Instrument Approach
Procedures and/or Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures
effective at 0901 UTC on the dates
specified, as follows:

PART 97—STANDARD INSTRUMENT
APPROACH PROCEDURES

m 1. The authority citation for part 97
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103,
40106, 40113, 40114, 40120, 44502, 44514,
44701, 44719, 44721-44722.

m 2. Part 97 is amended to read as
follows:

Effective 5 October 2023

Fairbanks, AK, PAFA, ILS OR LOC RWY 2L,
ILS RWY 2L (SA CAT I), ILS RWY 2L (CAT
1), ILS RWY 2L (CAT III), Amdt 11

Fairbanks, AK, PAFA, RNAV (RNP) Z RWY
2L, Amdt 2

Fairbanks, AK, PAFA, RNAV (RNP) Z RWY
20R, Amdt 2

Shishmaref, AK, PASH, NDB RWY 5, Amdt
1A, CANCELED

Shishmaref, AK, PASH, RNAV (GPS) RWY 5,
Amdt 1

Shishmaref, AK, PASH, RNAV (GPS) RWY
23, Amdt 1

Shishmaref, AK, PASH, Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Manila, AR, KMXA, RNAV (GPS) RWY 36,
Amdt 1

Lancaster, CA, KWJF, PALMDALE ONE,
Graphic DP

Lancaster, CA, KWJF, RNAV (GPS) RWY 24,
Orig-B

Lancaster, CA, KWJF, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Amdt 1

Colorado Springs, CO, KFLY, FALCON ONE,
Graphic DP

Colorado Springs, CO, KFLY, RNAV (GPS)
RWY 15, Orig

Colorado Springs, CO, KFLY, RNAV (GPS)
RWY 33, Orig

Colorado Springs, CO, KFLY, Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle DP, Orig

Arcadia, FL, X06, RNAV (GPS)-A, Amdt 1

Arcadia, FL, X06, RNAV (GPS)-B, Amdt 1

Elberton, GA, KEBA, RNAV (GPS) RWY 11,
Amdt 2

Elberton, GA, KEBA, RNAV (GPS) RWY 29,
Amdt 1B

Elberton, GA, KEBA, VOR RWY 11, Amdt 5

Nahunta, GA, 4J1, RNAV (GPS) RWY 1,
Amdt 1

Nahunta, GA, 4J1, RNAV (GPS) RWY 19,
Amdt 1

Nahunta, GA, 4J1, RNAV (GPS) Y RWY 1,
Orig-B, CANCELED

Nahunta, GA, 4J1, RNAV (GPS) Z RWY 19,
Orig-B, CANCELED

Kahului, HI, PHOG, ILS Y OR LOC Y RWY
2, Orig-A

Kahului, HI, PHOG, ILS Z OR LOC Z RWY
2, Amdt 26A

Kahului, HI, PHOG, NDB RWY 2, Orig-B,
CANCELED

Kahului, HI, PHOG, VOR Y RWY 20, Amdt
1, CANCELED

South Bend, IN, KSBN, RNAV (GPS) RWY
9R, Amdt 1C

South Bend, IN, KSBN, RNAV (GPS) RWY
36, Amdt 1C

Vidalia, LA, OR4, RNAV (GPS) RWY 14,
Amdt 1

Sandusky, M1, Y83, RNAV (GPS) RWY 10,
Orig

Sandusky, M1, Y83, RNAV (GPS) RWY 28,
Orig

Sandusky, MI, Y83, Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle DP, Orig

Natchez, MS, KHEZ, ILS OR LOC RWY 14,
Amdt 3

Natchez, MS, KHEZ, VOR RWY 18, Amdt
11A, CANCELED

Oxford, MS, KUOX, RNAV (GPS) RWY 9,
Amdt 2

Oxford, MS, KUOX, RNAV (GPS) RWY 27,
Amdt 2

Oxford, MS, KUOX, VOR-A, Amdt 5B

Winnemucca, NV, KWMC, FESKO ONE,
Graphic DP

Winnemucca, NV, KWMC, Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle DP, Amdt 3

Winnemucca, NV, KWMC, WINNEMUCCA
ONE, Graphic DP, CGANCELED

Miller, SD, KMKA, RNAV (GPS) RWY 33,
Amdt 1C

Alice, TX, KALIL, LOC/DME RWY 31, Orig-F

Alice, TX, KALI, RNAV (GPS) RWY 31, Amdt
1G

Alice, TX, KALI, VOR RWY 31, Amdt 13G

Milwaukee, WI, KMKE, Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle DP, Amdt 9

Buckhannon, WV, W22, RNAV (GPS) RWY
11, Amdt 2E

[FR Doc. 2023-18462 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 97
[Docket No. 31504; Amdt. No. 4076]

Standard Instrument Approach
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums
and Obstacle Departure Procedures;
Miscellaneous Amendments

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule amends, suspends,
or removes Standard Instrument
Approach Procedures (SIAPs) and
associated Takeoff Minimums and
Obstacle Departure Procedures for
operations at certain airports. These
regulatory actions are needed because of
the adoption of new or revised criteria,
or because of changes occurring in the
National Airspace System, such as the
commissioning of new navigational
facilities, adding new obstacles, or
changing air traffic requirements. These
changes are designed to provide for the
safe and efficient use of the navigable
airspace and to promote safe flight
operations under instrument flight rules
at the affected airports.

DATES: This rule is effective August 28,
2023. The compliance date for each
SIAP, associated Takeoff Minimums,
and ODP is specified in the amendatory
provisions.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of August 28,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Availability of matter
incorporated by reference in the
amendment is as follows:

For Examination:

1. U.S. Department of Transportation,
Docket Ops—M30, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, West Bldg., Ground Floor,
Washington, DC 20590—0001;

2. The FAA Air Traffic Organization
Service Area in which the affected
airport is located;

3. The office of Aeronautical
Information Services, 6500 South
MacArthur Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK
73169 or,

4. The National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA).

For information on the availability of
this material at NARA, email
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fr.inspection@nara.gov or go to: https://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/
ibr-locations.html.

Availability: All SIAPs and Takeoff
Minimums and ODPs are available
online free of charge. Visit the National
Flight Data Center online at nfdc.faa.gov
to register. Additionally, individual
SIAP and Takeoff Minimums and ODP
copies may be obtained from the FAA
Air Traffic Organization Service Area in
which the affected airport is located.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas J. Nichols, Flight Procedures
and Airspace Group, Flight
Technologies and Procedures Division,
Flight Standards Service, Federal
Aviation Administration. Mailing
Address: FAA Mike Monroney
Aeronautical Center, Flight Procedures
and Airspace Group, 6500 South
MacArthur Blvd., STB Annex, Bldg 26,
Room 217, Oklahoma City, OK 73099.
Telephone: (405) 954—1139.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This rule
amends 14 CFR part 97 by amending the
referenced SIAPs. The complete
regulatory description of each SIAP is
listed on the appropriate FAA Form
8260, as modified by the National Flight
Data Center (NFDC)/Permanent Notice
to Airmen (P-NOTAM), and is
incorporated by reference under 5
U.S.C. 552(a), 1 CFR part 51, and 14
CFR 97.20. The large number of SIAPs,
their complex nature, and the need for
a special format make their verbatim
publication in the Federal Register
expensive and impractical. Further,
airmen do not use the regulatory text of
the SIAPs, but refer to their graphic
depiction on charts printed by
publishers of aeronautical materials.
Thus, the advantages of incorporation
by reference are realized and
publication of the complete description
of each SIAP contained on FAA form
documents is unnecessary. This
amendment provides the affected CFR
sections, and specifies the SIAPs and
Takeoff Minimums and ODPs with their
applicable effective dates. This
amendment also identifies the airport
and its location, the procedure and the
amendment number.

Availability and Summary of Material
Incorporated by Reference

The material incorporated by
reference is publicly available as listed
in the ADDRESSES section.

The material incorporated by
reference describes SIAPs, Takeoff
Minimums and ODPs as identified in
the amendatory language for part 97 of
this final rule.

The Rule

This amendment to 14 CFR part 97 is
effective upon publication of each
separate SIAP and Takeoff Minimums
and ODP as amended in the transmittal.
For safety and timeliness of change
considerations, this amendment
incorporates only specific changes
contained for each SIAP and Takeoff
Minimums and ODP as modified by
FDC permanent NOTAM:s.

The SIAPs and Takeoff Minimums
and ODPs, as modified by FDC
permanent NOTAM, and contained in
this amendment are based on criteria
contained in the U.S. Standard for
Terminal Instrument Procedures
(TERPS). In developing these changes to
SIAPs and Takeoff Minimums and
ODPs, the TERPS criteria were applied
only to specific conditions existing at
the affected airports. All SIAP
amendments in this rule have been
previously issued by the FAA in a FDC
NOTAM as an emergency action of
immediate flight safety relating directly
to published aeronautical charts.

The circumstances that created the
need for these SIAP and Takeoff
Minimums and ODP amendments
require making them effective in less
than 30 days.

Because of the close and immediate
relationship between these SIAPs,
Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, and
safety in air commerce, I find that notice
and public procedure under 5 U.S.C.
553(b) are impracticable and contrary to
the public interest and, where
applicable, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), good
cause exists for making these SIAPs
effective in less than 30 days.

The FAA has determined that this
regulation only involves an established
body of technical regulations for which
frequent and routine amendments are
necessary to keep them operationally

current. It, therefore—(1) is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under DOT regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034;
February 26, 1979); and (3) does not
warrant preparation of a regulatory
evaluation as the anticipated impact is
so minimal. For the same reason, the
FAA certifies that this amendment will
not have a significant economic impact
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 97

Air Traffic Control, Airports,
Incorporation by reference, Navigation
(Air).

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 18,
2023.

Thomas J. Nichols,

Aviation Safety, Flight Standards Service,
Manager, Standards Section, Flight
Procedures & Airspace Group, Flight
Technologies & Procedures Division.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me, 14 CFR part
97 is amended by amending Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures and
Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, effective
at 0901 UTC on the dates specified, as
follows:

PART 97—STANDARD INSTRUMENT
APPROACH PROCEDURES

m 1. The authority citation for part 97
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103,
40106, 40113, 40114, 40120, 44502, 44514,
44701, 44719, 44721-44722.

m 2. Part 97 is amended to read as
follows:

By amending: § 97.23 VOR, VOR/
DME, VOR or TACAN, and VOR/DME
or TACAN; § 97.25 LOC, LOC/DME,
LDA, LDA/DME, SDF, SDF/DME;
§97.27 NDB, NDB/DME; § 97.29 ILS,
ILS/DME, MLS, MLS/DME, MLS/RNAV;
§97.31 RADAR SIAPs; §97.33 RNAV
SIAPs; and §97.35 COPTER SIAPs,
Identified as follows:

* * * Effective Upon Publication

AIRAC date State City Airport name FDC No. FDC date Procedure name
5-Oct-23 ....... WV Charleston .............. West Virginia Intl Yeager ........ 3/0120 8/11/23 | ILS OR LOC RWY 5, Orig-A.
5-Oct-23 ....... PA Reading ......cccccoeet Reading Rgnl/Carl A Spaatz 3/2093 8/10/23 | RNAV (GPS) RWY 31, Orig.

Fid.
5-Oct-23 ....... OH Washington Court Fayette County .......cccccceeenenne 3/2336 8/11/23 | RNAV (GPS) RWY 23, Amdt 1A.
House.
5-Oct-23 ....... OH Coshocton Richard Downing .........cccccceeee 3/2817 8/11/23 | RNAV (GPS) RWY 4, Orig.
5-Oct-23 ....... WI Mosinee ...... Central Wisconsin ..... 3/3041 7/27/23 | RNAV (GPS) RWY 17, Amdt 1C.
5-Oct-23 ....... GA Americus ..... Jimmy Carter Rgnl ... 3/3101 6/21/23 | RNAV (GPS) RWY 23, Amdt 1C.
5-Oct-23 ....... AR Fayetteville Drake FId ......coccovvieiieieeeene 3/7177 8/9/23 | RNAV (GPS) RWY 16, Amdt 1B.



https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-locations.html
mailto:fr.inspection@nara.gov
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AIRAC date State City Airport name FDC No. FDC date Procedure name
5-Oct-23 ....... AR Fayetteville .............. Drake FId ....cccoovveeeiiiieeeeee, 3/7180 8/9/23 | LOC RWY 186, Orig.

5-Oct-23 ....... AR Fayetteville .............. Drake Fld ......cccoooiiiiiiiiiis 3/7182 8/9/23 | RNAV (GPS) RWY 34, Amdt 1C.

[FR Doc. 2023-18463 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 a.m.]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Chapter |

[Docket No. FDA-2023—-D-1909]

Enhanced Drug Distribution Security
Requirements Under Section 582(g)(1)
of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act—Compliance Policies;
Guidance for Industry; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notification of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA, Agency, or we) is
announcing the availability of a final
guidance for industry entitled
“Enhanced Drug Distribution Security
Requirements Under Section 582(g)(1)
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act—Compliance Policies.” This
guidance describes FDA’s compliance
policies regarding enforcement of
requirements for the interoperable,
electronic, package level product tracing
(referred to as enhanced drug
distribution security requirements)
under the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (FD&C Act) that will go
into effect on November 27, 2023. FDA
believes the compliance policies
outlined in this guidance will help
supply chain stakeholders, particularly
trading partners, by accommodating the
additional time that may be needed to
continue to develop and refine
appropriate systems and processes to
conduct interoperable, electronic tracing
at the package level, to achieve robust
supply chain security under the Drug
Supply Chain Security Act (DSCSA)
while helping ensure continued patient
access to prescription drugs.

DATES: The announcement of the
guidance is published in the Federal
Register on August 28, 2023.
ADDRESSES: You may submit either
electronic or written comments on
Agency guidances at any time as
follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.

o If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see “Written/Paper
Submissions” and ‘“‘Instructions”).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand Delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

o For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2023-D-1909 for “Enhanced Drug
Distribution Security Requirements
Under Section 582(g)(1) of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act—
Compliance Policies.” Received
comments will be placed in the docket
and, except for those submitted as
“Confidential Submissions,” publicly
viewable at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Dockets Management Staff
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday, 240—402-7500.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-
09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852, 240-402-7500.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of this guidance to the Division
of Drug Information, Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10001 New
Hampshire Ave., Hillandale Building,
4th Floor, Silver Spring, MD 20993—
0002 or to the Office of Communication,
Outreach and Development, Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Research,
Food and Drug Administration, 10903
New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm.


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
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3128, Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002.
Send one self-addressed adhesive label
to assist that office in processing your
requests. See the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for electronic
access to the guidance document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Elizabeth Pepinsky, Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 51, Rm. 4258,
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002, 301—
796—3130, email: drugtrackandtrace@
fda.hhs.gov; or Anne Taylor, Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Research,
Food and Drug Administration, 10903
New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm.
7301, Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002,
240-402-7911.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background

FDA is announcing the availability of
a guidance for industry entitled
“Enhanced Drug Distribution Security
Requirements Under Section 582(g)(1)
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act—Compliance Policies.” This
guidance describes FDA’s compliance
policies regarding enforcement of
requirements for the interoperable,
electronic, package level product tracing
(referred to as enhanced drug
distribution security requirements)
under section 582(g)(1) of the FD&C Act
(21 U.S.C. 360eee-1(g)(1)) that will go
into effect on November 27, 2023. FDA
believes that these compliance policies
will facilitate the continued use of
product tracing and verification
methods currently being used while
accommodating the additional time that
may be needed by trading partners to
continue to develop and refine the
systems and processes for such
activities required under section
582(g)(1) of the FD&C Act.

We are issuing this guidance
consistent with our good guidance
practices (GGP) regulation (21 CFR
10.115). We are implementing this
guidance without prior public comment
because we have determined that prior
public participation is not feasible or
appropriate (21 CFR 10.115(g)(2)). The
Agency made this determination
because the Agency needs to
communicate its compliance policy in a
timely manner and provide stakeholders
notice of the compliance policy ahead of
the effective date of the enhanced
distribution security requirements.
Although this guidance document is
being implemented immediately, it
remains subject to comment in
accordance with FDA’s GGP regulation
and the Agency will consider all
comments received and determine

whether revisions to the guidance
document are appropriate.

The DSCSA, enacted on November 27,
2013, outlines critical steps for building
an electronic, interoperable system by
November 27, 2023, that will identify
and trace certain prescription drugs as
they are distributed within the United
States. Since the enactment of DSCSA,
FDA and trading partners have been
preparing for the implementation of the
enhanced drug distribution security
requirements imposed by section
582(g)(1) of the FD&C Act. Trading
partners are continuing to work to have
the necessary systems and processes in
place in anticipation of the November
27, 2023, effective date for these
requirements. While trading partners
have the obligation to comply with
section 582 requirements, including for
enhanced drug distribution security,
there are other stakeholders involved
and affected, including but not limited
to: solution providers, standards
organizations, trade and professional
organizations, state authorities, and
other Federal authorities.

FDA understands that collaboration
and alignment among trading partners
and other stakeholders throughout the
supply chain are critical for achieving
interoperability under the DSCSA. FDA
has heard from stakeholders, including
a broad representation of trading
partners, about concerns regarding
trading partner readiness and the need
for clarity and flexibility to ensure
trading partners can continue to move
product through the supply chain when
the enhanced drug distribution security
requirements under section 582(g)(1) of
the FD&C Act take effect. Most recently,
at a virtual public meeting on DSCSA
Implementation and Readiness Efforts
for 2023 held on December 7 and 8,
2022 (87 FR 67047, November 7, 2022),
stakeholders indicated that trading
partners throughout the supply chain
are at different stages of readiness, with
some trading partners being further
behind not only in terms of
understanding their obligations under
section 582(g)(1) of the FD&C Act, but
also being aware of the time and
resources necessary to meet those
obligations. Stakeholders also expressed
a need for clarity with respect to
treatment of product that is already in
the supply chain on November 27, 2023,
and the need for flexibility when the
requirements under section 582(g)(1)
take effect, to minimize potential
disruptions in the supply chain. In
addition, stakeholders are experiencing
challenges with predicting and planning
for the possible volume of requests for
product tracing information from
Federal and State authorities and other

trading partners, and the resources
needed to respond to such requests, in
accordance with section 582(g)(1) of the
FD&C Act.

While FDA generally expects trading
partners to have the systems and
processes in place to meet the enhanced
drug distribution security requirements
of section 582(g)(1) as of November 27,
2023, we recognize that some technical
and operational issues, including issues
involving trading partners and other
affected stakeholders, may not be fully
resolved by that time. The Agency also
understands that additional time
beyond November 27, 2023, may be
needed for systems to stabilize and be
fully interoperable for accurate, secure,
and timely electronic data exchange.
This guidance is intended to provide
clarity and flexibility to trading partners
to help ensure continued patient access
to prescription drugs as the supply
chain transitions to the interoperable,
electronic product tracing at the package
level under the DSCSA. The compliance
policies in this guidance can help
trading partners throughout the supply
chain implement the requirements
under section 582(g)(1) of the FD&C Act
by accommodating the additional time
that may be needed to implement,
troubleshoot, and mature their systems
and processes while supporting the
continued availability of products to
patients.

The guidance represents the current
thinking of FDA on “Enhanced Drug
Distribution Security Requirements
Under Section 582(g)(1) of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act—
Compliance Policies.” It does not
establish any rights for any person and
is not binding on FDA or the public.
You can use an alternative approach if
it satisfies the requirements of the
applicable statutes and regulations.?

II. Paperwork Reduction Act

FDA concludes that this guidance
contains no collection of information.
Therefore, clearance by the Office of
Management and Budget under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 is not
required.

II1. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the guidance at https://
www.fda.gov/drugs/guidance-
compliance-regulatory-information/
guidances-drugs, https://www.fda.gov/

1The Office of the Federal Register has published
this document under the category “Rules and
Regulations” pursuant to its interpretation of 1 CFR
5.9(b). We note that the categorization as such for
purposes of publication in the Federal Register
does not affect the content or intent of the
document. See 1 CFR 5.1(c).


https://www.fda.gov/drugs/guidance-compliance-regulatory-information/guidances-drugs
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/guidance-compliance-regulatory-information/guidances-drugs
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vaccines-blood-biologics/guidance-
compliance-regulatory-information-
biologics/biologics-guidances, https://
www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/
search-fda-guidance-documents, or
https://www.regulations.gov.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Lauren K. Roth,
Associate Commissioner for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2023—-18359 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 165
[USCG-USCG-2023-0043]

RIN 1625-AA00

Safety Zone, lllinois River MM 165.5
Peoria, IL

AGENCY: Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security (DHS).

ACTION: Temporary final rule.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is
establishing a temporary safety zone for
all navigable waters within a half mile
radius of a crane boom located in the
Illinois River at Mile Marker (MM)
165.5. The safety zone is needed to
protect personnel, vessels, and the
marine environment from all potential
hazards associated with a crane boom
blocking the navigable channel and the
salvage operation for its removal. Entry
of vessels or persons into this zone is
prohibited unless specifically
authorized by the Captain of the Port
Sector Upper Mississippi River (COTP)
or a designated representative.

DATES: This rule is effective without
actual notice from August 28, 2023,
through August 29, 2023. For the
purposes of enforcement, actual notice
will be used from August 23, 2023, until
August 28, 2023.

ADDRESSES: To view documents
mentioned in this preamble as being
available in the docket, go to https://
www.regulations.gov, type USCG-2023—
0043 in the search box and click
“Search.” Next, in the Document Type
column, select “Supporting & Related
Material.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this rule, call or
email MSTC Nathaniel Dibley, Sector
Upper Mississippi River Waterways
Management Division, U.S. Coast
Guard; telephone 314-269-2560, email
Nathaniel.D.Dibley@uscg.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Table of Abbreviations

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

DHS Department of Homeland Security
FR Federal Register

NPRM Notice of proposed rulemaking
§ Section

U.S.C. United States Code

II. Background Information and
Regulatory History

The Coast Guard is issuing this
temporary rule without prior notice and
opportunity to comment pursuant to
authority under section 4(a) of the
Administrative Procedure Act (APA) (5
U.S.C. 553(b)). This provision
authorizes an agency to issue a rule
without prior notice and opportunity to
comment when the agency for good
cause finds that those procedures are
“impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary
to the public interest.” Under 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(B), the Coast Guard finds that
good cause exists for not publishing a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
with respect to this rule because a
temporary safety zone must be
established immediately to protect
personnel, vessels, and the marine
environment from potential hazards
created by a crane boom protruding into
the navigable channel and lack
sufficient time to provide a reasonable
comment period and then consider
those comments before issuing the rule.
It is impracticable to publish an NPRM
because we must establish this safety
zone by August 23, 2023.

Under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the Coast
Guard finds that good cause exists for
making this rule effective less than 30
days after publication in the Federal
Register. Delaying the effective date of
this rule would be impracticable
because immediate action is needed to
respond to the potential safety hazards
associated with a crane boom blocking
the navigable channel.

III. Legal Authority and Need for Rule

The Coast Guard is issuing this rule
under authority in 46 U.S.C. 70034. The
Captain of the Port Sector Upper
Mississippi River (COTP) has
determined that potential hazards
associated with a crane boom blocking
the navigable channel and the salvage
operation taking place to remove it will
be a safety concern for anyone operating
or transiting within the Illinois River at
MM 165.5. This rule is needed to
protect personnel, vessels, and the
marine environment in the navigable
waters within the safety zone until the
crane boom has been removed from the
waterway.

IV. Discussion of the Rule

The salvaging of the crane boom will
occur at MM 165.5 beginning August 23,
2023. The safety zone is designed to
protect waterway users until work is
complete.

No vessel or person will be permitted
to enter the safety zone without
obtaining permission from the COTP or
a designated representative. A
designated representative is a
commissioned, warrant, or petty officer
of the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) assigned
to units under the operational control of
USCG Sector Upper Mississippi River.
To seek permission to enter, contact the
COTP or a designated representative via
VHF-FM channel 16, or through USCG
Sector Upper Mississippi River at 314—
269-2332. Persons and vessels
permitted to enter the safety zone must
comply with all lawful orders or
directions issued by the COTP or
designated representative. The COTP or
a designated representative will inform
the public of the effective period for the
safety zone as well as any changes in the
dates and times of enforcement, as well
as reductions in the size of the safety
zone through Local Notice to Mariners
(LNMs), Broadcast Notices to Mariners
(BNMs), and/or Safety Marine
Information Broadcast (SMIB), as
appropriate.

V. Regulatory Analyses

We developed this rule after
considering numerous statutes and
Executive orders related to rulemaking.
Below we summarize our analyses
based on a number of these statutes and
Executive orders, and we discuss First
Amendment rights of protestors.

A. Regulatory Planning and Review

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess the costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits.
This rule has not been designated a
“significant regulatory action,” under
section 3(f) of Executive Order 12866, as
amended by Executive Order 14094
(Modernizing Regulatory Review).
Accordingly, this rule has not been
reviewed by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB).

This regulatory action determination
is based on a safety zone located within
a half mile radius of a crane boom on
the Illinois River at MM 165.5, near
Peoria, IL. The safety zone is expected
to be active until the crane boom has
been salvaged and the channel cleared.
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B. Impact on Small Entities

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of
1980, 5 U.S.C. 601-612, as amended,
requires Federal agencies to consider
the potential impact of regulations on
small entities during rulemaking. The
term ‘“‘small entities”” comprises small
businesses, not-for-profit organizations
that are independently owned and
operated and are not dominant in their
fields, and governmental jurisdictions
with populations of less than 50,000.

The Coast Guard certifies under 5 U.S.C.

605(b) that this rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

While some owners or operators of
vessels intending to transit the safety
zone may be small entities, for the
reasons stated in section V.A above, this
rule will not have a significant
economic impact on any vessel owner
or operator because the zone will be
enforced only when work is being
conducted.

Under section 213(a) of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104-121),
we want to assist small entities in
understanding this rule. If the rule
would affect your small business,
organization, or governmental
jurisdiction and you have questions
concerning its provisions or options for
compliance, please call or email the
person listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section.

Small businesses may send comments
on the actions of Federal employees
who enforce, or otherwise determine
compliance with, Federal regulations to
the Small Business and Agriculture
Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman
and the Regional Small Business
Regulatory Fairness Boards. The
Ombudsman evaluates these actions
annually and rates each agency’s
responsiveness to small business. If you
wish to comment on actions by
employees of the Coast Guard, call 1-
888—REG-FAIR (1-888—734-3247). The
Coast Guard will not retaliate against
small entities that question or complain
about this rule or any policy or action
of the Coast Guard.

C. Collection of Information

This rule will not call for a new
collection of information under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501-3520).

D. Federalism and Indian Tribal
Governments

A rule has implications for federalism
under Executive Order 13132,
Federalism, if it has a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship

between the National Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. We have
analyzed this rule under that order and
have determined that it is consistent
with the fundamental federalism
principles and preemption requirements
described in Executive Order 13132.
Also, this rule does not have tribal
implications under Executive Order
13175, Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments,
because it does not have a substantial
direct effect on one or more Indian
tribes, on the relationship between the
Federal Government and Indian tribes,
or on the distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes.

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531-1538) requires
Federal agencies to assess the effects of
their discretionary regulatory actions. In
particular, the Act addresses actions
that may result in the expenditure by a
State, local, or tribal government, in the
aggregate, or by the private sector of
$100,000,000 (adjusted for inflation) or
more in any one year. Though this rule
will not result in such an expenditure,
we do discuss the effects of this rule
elsewhere in this preamble.

F. Environment

We have analyzed this rule under
Department of Homeland Security
Directive 023-01, Rev. 1, associated
implementing instructions, and
Environmental Planning COMDTINST
5090.1 (series), which guide the Coast
Guard in complying with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321—4370f1), and have
determined that this action is one of a
category of actions that do not
individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human
environment. This rule involves a safety
zone encompassing the width of the
Ilinois River at MM 165.5. It is
categorically excluded from further
review under paragraph L60(d) of
Appendix A, Table 1 of DHS Instruction
Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 1.

G. Protest Activities

The Coast Guard respects the First
Amendment rights of protesters.
Protesters are asked to call or email the
person listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section to
coordinate protest activities so that your
message can be received without
jeopardizing the safety or security of
people, places, or vessels.

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 165

Harbors, Marine safety, Navigation
(water), Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Security measures,
Waterways.

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Coast Guard amends 33
CFR part 165 as follows:

PART 165—REGULATED NAVIGATION
AREAS AND LIMITED ACCESS AREAS

m 1. The authority citation for part 165
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 46 U.S.C. 70034, 70051, 70124;
33 CFR 1.05-1, 6.04-1, 6.04—6, and 160.5;
Department of Homeland Security Delegation
No. 00170.1, Revision No. 01.3.

m 2. Add § 165.T08—0043 to read as
follows:

§165.T08-0043 Safety Zone; lllinois River,
Mile Marker 165.5, Peoria, IL.

(a) Location. The following area is a
safety zone: all navigable waters within
a half mile radius of a crane barge on the
Ilinois River, Mile Marker 165.5,
Peoria, IL.

(b) Enforcement period. This section
will be subject to enforcement from
August 23, 2023, until August 29, 2023,
or until the hazard has been cleared.

(c) Regulations. (1) In accordance with
the general safety zone regulations in
§ 165.23, entry of persons or vessels into
the safety zone described in paragraph
(a) of this section is prohibited unless
authorized by the Captain of the Port
Sector Upper Mississippi River (COTP)
or a designated representative. A
designated representative is a
commissioned, warrant, or petty officer
of the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) assigned
to units under the operational control of
USCG Sector Upper Mississippi River.

(2) To seek permission to enter,
contact the COTP or a designated
representative via VHF-FM channel 16,
or through USCG Sector Upper
Mississippi River at 314—-269-2332.
Persons and vessels permitted to enter
the safety zone must comply with all
lawful orders or directions issued by the
COTP or designated representative.

(d) Informational broadcasts. The
COTP or a designated representative
will inform the public of the effective
period for the safety zone as well as any
changes in the dates and times of
enforcement, as well as reductions in
size or scope of the safety zone through
Local Notice to Mariners (LNMs),
Broadcast Notices to Mariners (BNMs),
and/or Safety Marine Information
Broadcast (SMIB) as appropriate.
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Dated: August 23, 2023.
D.J. Every,
Commander, U.S. Coast Guard, Acting
Captain of the Port Sector Upper Mississippi
River.
[FR Doc. 2023-18555 Filed 8—-24-23; 11:15 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
ADMINISTRATION

36 CFR Part 1280

[FDMS No. NARA—23-0008; NARA—2023—
034]

RIN 3095-AC13

Use of NARA Facilities: Rules for
Filming, Photographing, or
Videotaping on NARA Property for
Personal Use

AGENCY: National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA).
ACTION: Direct final rule.

SUMMARY: The National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) is
amending our regulations on the Use of
NARA Facilities to allow personal, non-
flash photography throughout NARA
exhibition galleries.

DATES: This rule is effective October 10,
2023, without further action, unless we
receive actionable adverse comments by
September 18, 2023. If we receive such
comments, we will publish a
withdrawal of the rule in the Federal
Register.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by RIN 3095—-AC13 by the
following method:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments. All submissions must
include NARA’s name and the
regulatory information number for this
rulemaking (RIN 3095—-AC13). We may
publish any comments we receive
without changes, including any
personal information you include.

e Mail (for paper, flash drive, or CD-
ROM submissions. Include “RIN 3095-
AC13” on the submission): National
Archives and Records Administration;
Regulation Comments Desk, Suite 4100;
8601 Adelphi Road; College Park, MD
20740-6001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kimberly Richardson, Strategy and
Performance Division, by email at
regulation_comments@nara.gov, by
email at kimberly.richardson@nara.gov,
or by phone at 301-837-2902. Contact
https://museum.archives.gov/contact-us
with any questions on photography in
NARA facilities.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) is amending
our regulations on the use of NARA
facilities to allow personal photography
throughout NARA exhibition galleries,
including the Rotunda in the National
Archives Museum, unless otherwise
posted. Direct photography of the
display of the founding documents in
the Rotunda will continue to be
prohibited; however, visitors are
allowed to take selfies and other
photographs that include the Rotunda as
background. Research shows that most
museums allow non-flash photography.
By expanding the use of photography,
we will enhance the visitor experience
and raise awareness of our mission,
while continuing to maintain
preservation and security needs.

Regulatory Analysis

Review Under Executive Order 12866,
Regulatory Planning and Review, 58 FR
51735; Executive Order 13563,
Improving Regulation and Regulation
Review, 76 FR 23821; and Executive
Order 14094 Modernizing Regulatory
Review, 88 FR 21879.

The Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) has reviewed this rulemaking
and determined it is not “significant”
under section 3(f) of Executive Order
12866. It is not significant because it
consists of administrative and minor
revisions, involves agency organization
and management, does not change
substantive requirements, and imposes
no costs on the public.

Review Under the Regulatory Flexibility
Act (5 U.S.C. 601, et seq.)

This review requires an agency to
prepare an initial regulatory flexibility
analysis and publish it when the agency
publishes the proposed rule. This
requirement does not apply if the
agency certifies that the rulemaking will
not, if promulgated, have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities (5 U.S.C. 603).
We certify, after review and analysis,
that this rulemaking will not have a
significant adverse economic impact on
small entities.

Review Under the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.)

This rulemaking does not impose
additional information collection
requirements on the public that are
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act.

Review Under Executive Order 13132,
Federalism, 64 FR 43255

Review under Executive Order 13132
requires that agencies review
regulations for federalism effects on the

institutional interest of states and local
governments, and, if the effects are
sufficiently substantial, prepare a
Federal assessment to assist senior
policy makers. This rulemaking will not
have any effects on state and local
governments within the meaning of the
Executive order. Therefore, no
federalism assessment is required.

Review Under the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act (Sec. 202, Pub. L. 104-4; 2
U.S.C. 1532)

Review under the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act requires that
agencies determine whether any Federal
mandate in the rulemaking may result
in state, local, and tribal governments,
in the aggregate, or the private sector,
expending $100 million in any one year.
NARA certifies that this rulemaking
does not contain a Federal mandate that
may result in such an expenditure, and
this rulemaking is therefore not subject
to this requirement.

List of Subjects in 36 CFR Part 1280

Archives and records, Federal
buildings and facilities.

For the reasons stated in the
preamble, NARA amends 36 CFR part
1280 as follows:

PART 1280—USE OF NARA
FACILITIES

m 1. The authority citation for part 1280
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 44 U.S.C. 2102 notes, 2104(a),
2112, 2903.

m 2. Revise § 1280.46 to read as follows:

§1280.46 Filming, photographing, or
videotaping for personal use.

(a) You may film, photograph, or
videotape on NARA property outside a
NARA facility so long as you do not
impede vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(b) You may film, photograph, or
videotape inside a NARA facility during
regular business hours in public areas,
including research rooms and exhibition
areas, unless otherwise posted, under
the following conditions:

(1) You may not use a flash or other
supplemental lighting; and

(2) You may not use a selfie stick,
monopod, tripod, or similar equipment.
m 3.In § 1280.84, revise paragraph (a) to
read as follows:

§1280.84 Using the Rotunda.

(a) We do not allow private group
event activities (e.g., dinner/reception,
program) to be held in the Rotunda or
the exhibit galleries in the National
Archives Museum. We may, at our
discretion, allow attendees at private
group events to enter the Rotunda and
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other Museum areas in conjunction with
their event to view the exhibits, but the
event activities themselves may not be
held in those spaces. Whether during or
outside of regular business hours, event
attendees may film, photograph, or
videotape in the Rotunda or other
Museum areas, including group
photographs or videos, for personal use
only, in accordance with all applicable
regulations contained in this part and

unless otherwise posted.
* * * * *

Colleen J. Shogan,

Archivist of the United States.

[FR Doc. 2023-18465 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7515-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 180

[EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0386; FRL—11036—01—
OCSPP]

Spinosad; Pesticide Tolerances

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This regulation establishes
tolerances for residues of spinosad in or
on Spice group 26, and Stalk and stem
vegetable subgroup 22A. Interregional
Research Project Number 4 (IR—4)
requested these tolerances under the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(FFDCA).

DATES: This regulation is effective
August 28, 2023. Objections and
requests for hearings must be received
on or before October 27, 2023, and must
be filed in accordance with the
instructions provided in 40 CFR part
178 (see also Unit I.C. of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION).

ADDRESSES: The docket for this action,
identified by docket identification (ID)
number EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0386, is
available at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Office of Pesticide Programs
Regulatory Public Docket (OPP Docket)
in the Environmental Protection Agency
Docket Center (EPA/DC), West William
Jefferson Clinton Bldg., Rm. 3334, 1301
Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20460-0001. The Public Reading Room
is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, excluding legal
holidays. The telephone number for the
Public Reading Room and the OPP
Docket is (202) 566—1744. For the latest
status information on EPA/DC services,
docket access, visit https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Charles Smith, Director, Registration
Division (7505T), Office of Pesticide
Programs, Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20460-0001; main
telephone number: (202) 566—1030;
email address: RDFRNotices@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. General Information

A. Does this action apply to me?

You may be potentially affected by
this action if you are an agricultural
producer, food manufacturer, or
pesticide manufacturer. The following
list of North American Industrial
Classification System (NAICS) codes is
not intended to be exhaustive, but rather
provides a guide to help readers
determine whether this document
applies to them. Potentially affected
entities may include:

e Crop production (NAICS code 111).

¢ Animal production (NAICS code
112).

¢ Food manufacturing (NAICS code
311).

¢ Pesticide manufacturing (NAICS
code 32532).

B. How can I get electronic access to
other related information?

You may access a frequently updated
electronic version of EPA’s tolerance
regulations at 40 CFR part 180 through
the Office of the Federal Register’s e-
CFR site at https://www.ecfr.gov/
current/title-40.

C. How can I file an objection or hearing
request?

Under FFDCA section 408(g), 21
U.S.C. 346a(g), any person may file an
objection to any aspect of this regulation
and may also request a hearing on those
objections. You must file your objection
or request a hearing on this regulation
in accordance with the instructions
provided in 40 CFR part 178. To ensure
proper receipt by EPA, you must
identify docket ID number EPA-HQ-
OPP-2022-0386 in the subject line on
the first page of your submission. All
objections and requests for a hearing
must be in writing and must be received
by the Hearing Clerk on or before
October 27, 2023. Addresses for mail
and hand delivery of objections and
hearing requests are provided in 40 CFR
178.25(b).

In addition to filing an objection or
hearing request with the Hearing Clerk
as described in 40 CFR part 178, please
submit a copy of the filing (excluding
any Confidential Business Information
(CBI)) for inclusion in the public docket.
Information not marked confidential

pursuant to 40 CFR part 2 may be
disclosed publicly by EPA without prior
notice. Submit the non-CBI copy of your
objection or hearing request, identified
by docket ID number EPA-HQ-OPP—
2022-0386, by one of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments. Do not submit electronically
any information you consider to be CBI
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute.

e Mail: OPP Docket, Environmental
Protection Agency Docket Center (EPA/
DC), (28221T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave.
NW, Washington, DC 20460-0001.

e Hand Delivery: To make special
arrangements for hand delivery or
delivery of boxed information, please
follow the instructions at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets/where-send-
comments-epa-dockets.

Additional instructions on
commenting or visiting the docket,
along with more information about
dockets generally, is available at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

II. Summary of Petitioned-For
Tolerance

In the Federal Register of January 3,
2023 (88 FR 38) (FRL-9410-08-OCSPP),
EPA issued a document pursuant to
FFDCA section 408(d)(3), 21 U.S.C.
346a(d)(3), announcing the filing of a
pesticide petition (PP 2E8993) by IR—4,
North Carolina State University, 1730
Varsity Drive, Venture IV, Suite 210,
Raleigh, NC 27606. The petition
requested to amend 40 CFR part 180 by
establishing tolerances for residues of
spinosad in or on the raw agricultural
commodities Stalk and stem vegetable
subgroup 22A at 0.4 parts per million
(ppm), and Spice group 26 at 1.7 ppm.

The petition also proposed to remove
established tolerances for residues of
spinosad in or on the following:
Asparagus, and Spice, subgroup 19B,
except black pepper.

That document referenced a summary
of the petition, which is available in the
docket, https://www.regulations.gov.
There were no comments received in
response to the proposed rule.

III. Aggregate Risk Assessment and
Determination of Safety

Section 408(b)(2)(A)(i) of FFDCA
allows EPA to establish a tolerance (the
legal limit for a pesticide chemical
residue in or on a food) only if EPA
determines that the tolerance is ‘‘safe.”
Section 408(b)(2)(A)(ii) of FFDCA
defines “‘safe” to mean that “there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result from aggregate exposure to the
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pesticide chemical residue, including
all anticipated dietary exposures and all
other exposures for which there is
reliable information.” This includes
exposure through drinking water and in
residential settings but does not include
occupational exposure. Section
408(b)(2)(C) of FFDCA requires EPA to
give special consideration to exposure
of infants and children to the pesticide
chemical residue in establishing a
tolerance and to “‘ensure that there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result to infants and children from
aggregate exposure to the pesticide
chemical residue. . . .”

Consistent with FFDCA section
408(b)(2)(D), and the factors specified
therein, EPA has reviewed the available
scientific data and other relevant
information in support of this action.
EPA has sufficient data to assess the
hazards of and to make a determination
on aggregate exposure for spinosad
including exposure resulting from the
tolerances established by this action.
EPA’s assessment of exposures and risks
associated with spinosad follows.

In an effort to streamline its
publications in the Federal Register,
EPA is not reprinting sections that
repeat what has been previously
published for tolerance rulemaking of
the same pesticide chemical. Where
scientific information concerning a
particular chemical remains unchanged,
the content of those sections would not
vary between tolerance rulemaking, and
EPA considers referral back to those
sections as sufficient to provide an
explanation of the information EPA
considered in making its safety
determination for the new rulemaking.

EPA has previously published several
tolerance rulemakings for spinosad, in
which EPA concluded, based on the
available information, that there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm would
result from aggregate exposure to
spinosad and established tolerances for
residues of that chemical. EPA is
incorporating previously published
sections of those rulemakings that
remain unchanged, as described further
in this rulemaking. Specific information
on the risk assessment conducted in
support of this action, including on the
studies received and the nature of the
adverse effects caused by spinosad, can
be found in the document titled
“Spinosad and Spinetoram: Human
Health Risk Assessment in Support of
Proposed Uses on Stalk and Stem
Vegetables (22A) and Greenhouse-
Grown Cucumbers, Lettuce, Pepper, and
Tomato; and Crop Group Conversion for
Spice Group 26 (hereinafter “Spinosad
and Spinetoram Human Health Risk
Assessment’’) which is available in the

docket for this action at https://
www.regulations.gov.

Toxicological profile. For a discussion
of the Toxicological Profile of spinosad,
see Unit IIL.A. of the rulemaking
published in the Federal Register of
September 19, 2019 (84 FR 49195)
(FRL-9995-90).

Toxicological points of departure/
Levels of concern. For a summary of the
Toxicological Points of Departure/
Levels of Concern used for the safety
assessment of spinosad, see Unit III.B. of
the September 19, 2019, rulemaking.

Exposure assessment. Much of the
exposure assessment remains
unchanged from the September 19,
2019, rulemaking, although the new
exposure assessment incorporates the
additional dietary exposure from the
petitioned-for tolerances. Other changes
are described below.

A chronic dietary exposure
assessment was conducted using
DEEM-FCID Version 4.02. This software
uses 2005—-2010 food consumption data
from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) National Health
and Nutrition Examination Survey,
What We Eat in America, (NHANES/
WWEIA). Acute and cancer analyses
were not conducted as toxicological
effects attributable to a single dose were
not identified and spinosad is classified
as not likely to be carcinogenic. The
chronic dietary analysis assumed 100
percent crop treated (PCT), average
field-trial residues or tolerance-level
residues for crop commodities, average
residues from the livestock feeding
studies, residue estimates for fish/
shellfish, experimental processing
factors when available, and modeled
drinking water estimates.

Anticipated residue information.
Section 408(b)(2)(E) of FFDCA
authorizes EPA to use available data and
information on the anticipated residue
levels of pesticide residues in food and
the actual levels of pesticide residues
that have been measured in food. If EPA
relies on such information, EPA must
require pursuant to FFDCA section
408(f)(1) that data be provided 5 years
after the tolerance is established,
modified, or left in effect, demonstrating
that the levels in food are not above the
levels anticipated. For the present
action, EPA will issue such data call-ins
as are required by FFDCA section
408(b)(2)(E) and authorized under
FFDCA section 408(f)(1). Data will be
required to be submitted no later than
5 years from the date of issuance of
these tolerances.

Drinking water and non-occupational
exposures. The estimated drinking
water concentrations (EDWCs) of
spinosad have been modified since the

last assessment. Based on the Tier I Rice
Model and Pesticide Root Zone Model
Ground Water (PRZM GW), the EDWCs
of spinosad for chronic exposures are
estimated to be 38 parts per billion
(ppb) for surface water and below the
levels of detection for ground water.

Modeled estimates of drinking water
concentration were directly entered into
the dietary exposure model. For the
chronic dietary risk assessment, the
water concentration value of 38 ppb was
used to assess the contribution to
drinking water.

There have been no changes to
residential exposures since the
September 19, 2019, rulemaking. For
calculation of aggregate short-term
exposure, residential exposure to adults
(residential handler exposure from
applying spinosad to turf/ornamentals/
home garden), children 3 to less than 6
years old (combined post-application
inhalation and ingestion of water
exposure during recreational
swimming), and children 1 to less than
2 years old (post-application exposure
resulting from the application of
spinosad to turf/ornamentals/home
gardens) yield the highest residential
short-term exposure and were therefore
used in calculation of aggregate
exposure.

Cumulative exposure. Section
408(b)(2)(D)(v) of FFDCA requires that,
when considering whether to establish,
modify, or revoke a tolerance, the
Agency consider “available
information” concerning the cumulative
effects of a particular pesticide’s
residues and ““other substances that
have a common mechanism of toxicity.”
Unlike other pesticides for which EPA
has followed a cumulative risk approach
based on a common mechanism of
toxicity, EPA has not made a common
mechanism of toxicity finding as to
spinosad and any other substances and
spinosad does not appear to produce a
toxic metabolite produced by other
substances. For the purposes of this
action, therefore, EPA has not assumed
that spinosad has a common mechanism
of toxicity with other substances.

Safety factor for infants and children.
EPA continues to conclude that there is
reliable data showing that the safety of
infants and children would be
adequately protected if the Food Quality
Protection Act (FQPA) safety factor were
reduced from 10X to 1X. The reasons for
that decision are articulated in Unit
II.D. of the September 19, 2019,
rulemaking.

Aggregate risks and determination of
safety. EPA determines whether acute
and chronic dietary pesticide exposures
are safe by comparing dietary exposure
estimates to the acute population-
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adjusted dose (aPAD) and chronic
population-adjusted dose (cPAD).
Short-, intermediate-, and chronic-term
aggregate risks are evaluated by
comparing the estimated total food,
water, and residential exposure to the
appropriate points of departure to
ensure that an adequate margin of
exposure (MOE) exists.

An acute assessment was not
conducted because toxicological effects
attributable to a single dose were not
identified. Chronic dietary (food and
drinking water) risks are below the
Agency'’s level of concern of 100% of
the cPAD: they are 73% of the cPAD for
children 1 to 2 years old, which is the
population subgroup with the highest
exposure estimate.

The short-term aggregate risks
combine chronic dietary (food and
drinking water) and residential
exposures. The short-term aggregate risk
for adults is an aggregate MOE of 740;
for children aged 3 to less than 6, the
aggregate MOE is 330; and for children
1 to less than 2 years old, the aggregate
MOE is 200. MOEs below 100 are of
concern; these MOEs are above 100 and
therefore are not of concern. Short-term
aggregate risk calculations are protective
of the intermediate-term duration of
exposure.

Because spinosad is classified as “not
likely to be carcinogenic to humans”,
EPA has concluded that aggregate
exposure to spinosad is not likely to
pose a cancer risk.

Therefore, based on the risk
assessments and information described
above, EPA concludes there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result to the general population, or to
infants and children, from aggregate
exposure to spinosad residues. More
detailed information about the Agency’s
analysis can be found at https://
www.regulations.gov in the Spinosad
and Spinetoram Human Health Risk
Assessment in docket ID EPA-HQ-
OPP-2022-0386.

IV. Other Considerations
A. Analytical Enforcement Methodology

For a discussion of the available
analytical enforcement method, see Unit
IV.A. of the September 19, 2019,
rulemaking.

B. International Residue Limits

In making its tolerance decisions, EPA
seeks to harmonize U.S. tolerances with
international standards whenever
possible, consistent with U.S. food
safety standards and agricultural
practices. EPA considers the
international maximum residue limits
(MRLs) established by the Codex

Alimentarius Commission (Codex), as
required by FFDCA section 408(b)(4).

There are currently no established
Codex MRLs for residues of spinosad in
or on Stalk and stem vegetable subgroup
22A or Spice Group 26.

V. Conclusion

Therefore, tolerances are established
for residues of spinosad in or on Spice
group 26 at 1.7 ppm, and Stalk and stem
vegetable subgroup 22A at 0.4 ppm.

Additionally, the established
tolerances on Asparagus, and Spice,
subgroup 19B, except black pepper, are
removed as unnecessary.

VI. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

This action establishes tolerances
under FFDCA section 408(d) in
response to a petition submitted to the
Agency. The Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) has exempted these types
of actions from review under Executive
Order 12866, entitled “Regulatory
Planning and Review” (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993). Because this action
has been exempted from review under
Executive Order 12866, this action is
not subject to Executive Order 13211,
entitled “Actions Concerning
Regulations That Significantly Affect
Energy Supply, Distribution, or Use” (66
FR 28355, May 22, 2001), or to
Executive Order 13045, entitled
“Protection of Children from
Environmental Health Risks and Safety
Risks” (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997).
This action does not contain any
information collections subject to OMB
approval under the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA) (44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq.), nor does it require any special
considerations under Executive Order
12898, entitled “Federal Actions to
Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income
Populations” (59 FR 7629, February 16,
1994).

Since tolerances and exemptions that
are established on the basis of a petition
under FFDCA section 408(d), such as
the tolerances in this final rule, do not
require the issuance of a proposed rule,
the requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (RFA) (5 U.S.C. 601 et
seq.), do not apply.

This action directly regulates growers,
food processors, food handlers, and food
retailers, not States or Tribes, nor does
this action alter the relationships or
distribution of power and
responsibilities established by Congress
in the preemption provisions of FFDCA
section 408(n)(4). As such, the Agency
has determined that this action will not
have a substantial direct effect on States
or Tribal Governments, on the

relationship between the National
Government and the States or Tribal
Governments, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government or between
the Federal Government and Indian
Tribes. Thus, the Agency has
determined that Executive Order 13132,
entitled “Federalism” (64 FR 43255,
August 10, 1999), and Executive Order
13175, entitled ‘“Consultation and
Coordination with Indian Tribal
Governments” (65 FR 67249, November
9, 2000), do not apply to this action. In
addition, this action does not impose
any enforceable duty or contain any
unfunded mandate as described under
Title II of the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act (UMRA) (2 U.S.C. 1501 et
seq.).

This action does not involve any
technical standards that would require
Agency consideration of voluntary
consensus standards pursuant to section
12(d) of the National Technology
Transfer and Advancement Act
(NTTAA) (15 U.S.C. 272 note).

VII. Congressional Review Act

Pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), EPA will
submit a report containing this rule and
other required information to the U.S.
Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to
publication of the rule in the Federal
Register. This action is not a “major
rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 180

Administrative practice and
procedure, Agricultural commodities,
Environmental protection, Pesticides
and pests, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

Dated: August 21, 2023.
Charles Smith,
Director, Registration Division, Office of
Pesticide Programs.

Therefore, for the reasons stated in the

preamble, EPA is amending 40 CFR
chapter 1 as follows:

PART 180—TOLERANCES AND
EXEMPTIONS FOR PESTICIDE
CHEMICAL RESIDUES IN FOOD

m 1. The authority citation for part 180
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 321(q), 346a and 371.

m 2.In §180.495, amend Table 1 to
paragraph (a) by:

m a. Removing the commodity
“Asparagus’’.

m b. Adding the commodity “Spice
group 26”.
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m c. Removing the commodity “Spice,
subgroup 19B, except black pepper”’;
and
m d. Adding the commodity ““Stalk and
stem vegetable subgroup 22A”.

The additions read as follows:

§180.495 Spinosad; tolerances for
residues.
* * * * *

TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (a)

: Parts per
Commodity million
Spice group 26 ......ccceeeeerieeninene 1.7
Stalk and stem vegetable sub-
group 22A ... 0.4
* * * * *

[FR Doc. 2023-18346 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6560-50—-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY
40 CFR Part 180

[EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0139; FRL-11276-01—
OCSPP]

Methoxyfenozide; Pesticide Tolerances

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This regulation establishes
tolerances for residues of
methoxyfenozide in or on coffee bean,
sugar cane, and sugar cane molasses.
There are no U.S. registrations
associated with these tolerances.
Corteva Agrisciences, LLC requested
these tolerances under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA).

DATES: This regulation is effective
August 28, 2023. Objections and
requests for hearings must be received
on or before October 27, 2023, and must
be filed in accordance with the
instructions provided in 40 CFR part
178 (see also Unit I.C. of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION).
ADDRESSES: The docket for this action,
identified by docket identification (ID)
number EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0139, is
available at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Office of Pesticide Programs
Regulatory Public Docket (OPP Docket)
in the Environmental Protection Agency
Docket Center (EPA/DC), West William
Jefferson Clinton Bldg., Rm. 3334, 1301
Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20460-0001. The Public Reading Room

is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, excluding legal
holidays. The telephone number for the
Public Reading Room and the OPP
Docket is (202) 566—1744. For the latest
status information on EPA/DC services,
docket access, visit https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Charles Smith, Director, Registration
Division (7505T), Office of Pesticide
Programs, Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20460-0001; main
telephone number: (202) 566—1030;
email address: RDFRNotices@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. General Information
A. Does this action apply to me?

You may be potentially affected by
this action if you are an agricultural
producer, food manufacturer, or
pesticide manufacturer. The following
list of North American Industrial
Classification System (NAICS) codes is
not intended to be exhaustive, but rather
provides a guide to help readers
determine whether this document
applies to them. Potentially affected
entities may include:

e Crop production (NAICS code 111).

e Animal production (NAICS code
112).

¢ Food manufacturing (NAICS code
311).

o Pesticide manufacturing (NAICS
code 32532).

B. How can I get electronic access to
other related information?

You may access a frequently updated
electronic version of EPA’s tolerance
regulations at 40 CFR part 180 through
the Office of the Federal Register’s e-
CFR site at https://www.ecfr.gov/
current/title-40.

C. How can I file an objection or hearing
request?

Under FFDCA section 408(g), 21
U.S.C. 346a(g), any person may file an
objection to any aspect of this regulation
and may also request a hearing on those
objections. You must file your objection
or request a hearing on this regulation
in accordance with the instructions
provided in 40 CFR part 178. To ensure
proper receipt by EPA, you must
identify docket ID number EPA-HQ-
OPP-2022-0139 in the subject line on
the first page of your submission. All
objections and requests for a hearing
must be in writing and must be received
by the Hearing Clerk on or before
October 27, 2023. Addresses for mail
and hand delivery of objections and

hearing requests are provided in 40 CFR
178.25(b).

In addition to filing an objection or
hearing request with the Hearing Clerk
as described in 40 CFR part 178, please
submit a copy of the filing (excluding
any Confidential Business Information
(CBI)) for inclusion in the public docket.
Information not marked confidential
pursuant to 40 CFR part 2 may be
disclosed publicly by EPA without prior
notice. Submit the non-CBI copy of your
objection or hearing request, identified
by docket ID number EPA-HQ-OPP—
2022-0139, by one of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments. Do not submit electronically
any information you consider to be CBI
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute.

e Mail: OPP Docket, Environmental
Protection Agency Docket Center (EPA/
DC), (28221T), 1200 Pennsylvania Ave.
NW, Washington, DC 20460-0001.

e Hand Delivery: To make special
arrangements for hand delivery or
delivery of boxed information, please
follow the instructions at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets/contacts.html.

Additional instructions on
commenting or visiting the docket,
along with more information about
dockets generally, is available at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

II. Summary of Petitioned-For
Tolerance

In the Federal Register of July 5, 2023
(88 FR 42935) (FRL-10579-05), EPA
issued a document pursuant to FFDCA
section 408(d)(3), 21 U.S.C. 346a(d)(3),
announcing the filing of a pesticide
petition (PP 1E8910) by Corteva
Agriscience LLC, 9330 Zionsville Rd.,
Indianapolis, IN 46268. The petition
requested that 40 CFR 180.544 be
amended by establishing tolerances for
residues of the insecticide
methoxyfenozide, including its
metabolites and degradates, in or on
coffee at 0.15 parts per million (ppm)
and sugarcane at 0.03 ppm and in the
processed commodity sugarcane
molasses at 0.1 ppm. Compliance with
the tolerance levels is to be determined
by measuring only methoxyfenozide (3-
methoxy-2-methylbenzoic acid 2-(3,5-
dimethylbenzoyl)-2-(1,1-dimethylethyl)
hydrazide). That document referenced a
summary of the petition prepared by
Corteva Agrisciences, LLC, which is
available in the docket, https://
www.regulations.gov. There were no
comments received in response to the
notice of filing.
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Based upon review of the data
supporting the petition, EPA has
recommended revisions in commodity
definitions. The reasons for these
changes are explained in Unit IV.C.

III. Aggregate Risk Assessment and
Determination of Safety

Section 408(b)(2)(A)@) of FFDCA
allows EPA to establish a tolerance (the
legal limit for a pesticide chemical
residue in or on a food) only if EPA
determines that the tolerance is “safe.”
Section 408(b)(2)(A)(ii) of FFDCA
defines ““safe” to mean that “there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result from aggregate exposure to the
pesticide chemical residue, including
all anticipated dietary exposures and all
other exposures for which there is
reliable information.” This includes
exposure through drinking water and in
residential settings but does not include
occupational exposure. Section
408(b)(2)(C) of FFDCA requires EPA to
give special consideration to exposure
of infants and children to the pesticide
chemical residue in establishing a
tolerance and to “‘ensure that there is a
reasonable certainty that no harm will
result to infants and children from
aggregate exposure to the pesticide
chemical residue . . . .”

Consistent with FFDCA section
408(b)(2)(D), and the factors specified
therein, EPA has reviewed the available
scientific data and other relevant
information in support of this action.
EPA has sufficient data to assess the
hazards of and to make a determination
on aggregate exposure for
methoxyfenozide including exposure
resulting from the tolerances established
by this action. EPA’s assessment of
exposures and risks associated with
methoxyfenozide follows.

In an effort to streamline its
publications in the Federal Register,
EPA is not reprinting sections that
repeat what has been previously
published in tolerance rulemakings for
the same pesticide chemical. Where
scientific information concerning a
particular chemical remains unchanged,
the content of those sections would not
vary between tolerance rulemakings,
and EPA considers referral back to those
sections as sufficient to provide an
explanation of the information EPA
considered in making its safety
determination for the new rulemaking.

EPA has previously published
tolerance rulemakings for
methoxyfenozide in which EPA
concluded, based on the available
information, that there is a reasonable
certainty that no harm would result
from aggregate exposure to
methoxyfenozide and established

tolerances for residues of that chemical.
EPA is incorporating previously
published sections from those
rulemakings as described further in this
rulemaking, as they remain unchanged.

Toxicological profile. For a discussion
of the Toxicological Profile of
methoxyfenozide, see Unit III.A. of the
methoxyfenozide tolerance rulemaking
published in the Federal Register of
March 12, 2019 (84 FR 8820) (FRL—
9985-06).

Toxicological points of departure/
Levels of concern. For a summary of the
Toxicological Points of Departure/
Levels of Concern for methoxyfenozide
used for human health risk assessment,
see Unit IIL.B. of the March 12, 2019,
rulemaking.

Exposure assessment. Much of the
exposure assessment for
methoxyfenozide remains unchanged
from the discussions in Unit IIL.C. of the
March 12, 2019, rulemaking and Unit
II.C. of the methoxyfenozide tolerance
rulemaking published in the Federal
Register of October 11, 2022 (87 FR
61259) (FRL—9525-01), except as
described below.

Dietary exposure from food and feed
uses. The exposure assessment has been
updated to include the additional
dietary exposure from the new
tolerances for residues of
methoxyfenozide on coffee bean and
sugar cane commodities using the same
previous assumptions of tolerance level
residues and 100 percent crop treated
(PCT) described in Unit III.C.1. of the
March 12, 2019, rulemaking.

Dietary exposure from drinking water.
Because the requested tolerances for
residues of methoxyfenozide in or on
coffee bean and sugar cane commodities
do not include registrations for use on
coffee bean and sugar cane commodities
in the United States, the estimated
drinking water concentrations have not
changed. For a detailed summary of the
drinking water analysis for
methoxyfenozide used for the human
health risk assessment, see Unit III.C.2.
of the March 12, 2019, rulemaking and
Unit III.C. of the October 11, 2022,
rulemaking.

Non-occupational exposure. As
described in Unit III.C. of the October
11, 2022, rulemaking, the Agency
assumes that when labels require
specific clothing and/or personal
protective equipment (PPE) such
products are not for residential use. The
methoxyfenozide label requires specific
clothing and/or PPE; therefore, the
Agency has made the assumption that
the registered methoxyfenozide labels
are not intended for use by residential
handlers and a quantitative residential
handler assessment has not been

conducted. The approach to assessing
post-application exposure is the same as
described in Unit III.C.3 of the March
12, 2019, rulemaking.

Cumulative effects from substances
with a common mechanism of toxicity.
Section 408(b)(2)(D)(v) of FFDCA
requires that, when considering whether
to establish, modify, or revoke a
tolerance, the Agency consider
“available information” concerning the
cumulative effects of a particular
pesticide’s residues and “other
substances that have a common
mechanism of toxicity.” In 2016, EPA’s
Office of Pesticide Programs released a
guidance document entitled Pesticide
Cumulative Risk Assessment:
“Framework for Screening Analysis”
(https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-science-
and-assessing-pesticide-risks/pesticide-
cumulative-risk-assessment-framework).
This document provides guidance on
how to screen groups of pesticides for
cumulative evaluation using a two-step
approach beginning with the evaluation
of available toxicological information
and, if necessary, followed by a risk-
based screening approach. This
framework supplements the existing
guidance documents for establishing
common mechanism groups (CMGs) and
conducting cumulative risk assessments
(CRA).

The Agency has utilized this
framework for methoxyfenozide and
determined that the diacylhydrazine
class of insecticides (methoxyfenozide,
halofenozide and tebufenozide) form a
candidate CMG. This group of
pesticides is considered a candidate
CMG because they share characteristics
to support a testable hypothesis for a
common mechanism of action.

Following this determination, the
Agency conducted a screening-level
cumulative risk assessment consistent
with the 2016 guidance document. This
assessment included only
methoxyfenozide and tebufenozide
since there are no registered uses for
halofenozide. The current screening
assessments for methoxyfenozide and
tebufenozide are below the Agency’s
levels of concern. No further cumulative
evaluation is necessary for
methoxyfenozide.

For more information, see Appendix E
of the document titled
“Methoxyfenozide. Human Health Risk
Assessment for the Petition to Establish
Permanent Tolerances without a U.S.
Registration on Coffee Beans and Sugar
Cane,” available at docket ID number
EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0139.

Safety factor for infants and children.
EPA continues to conclude that there
are reliable data to support the
reduction of the Food Quality Protection


https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-science-and-assessing-pesticide-risks/pesticide-cumulative-risk-assessment-framework
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-science-and-assessing-pesticide-risks/pesticide-cumulative-risk-assessment-framework
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-science-and-assessing-pesticide-risks/pesticide-cumulative-risk-assessment-framework

58508

Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 165/Monday, August 28, 2023 /Rules and Regulations

Act (FQPA) safety factor from 10X to
1X. See Unit III.D. of the March 12,
2019, rulemaking for a discussion of the
Agency’s rationale for that
determination.

Aggregate risks and determination of
safety. EPA determines whether acute
and chronic dietary pesticide exposures
are safe by comparing aggregate
exposure estimates to the acute
population adjusted dose (aPAD) and
chronic population adjusted dose
(cPAD). Short-, intermediate-, and
chronic-term risks are evaluated by
comparing the estimated aggregate food,
water, and residential exposure to the
appropriate points of departure to
ensure that an adequate margin of
exposure (MOE) exists. For linear cancer
risks, EPA calculates the lifetime
probability of acquiring cancer given the
estimated aggregate exposure.

An acute dietary risk assessment was
not needed for methoxyfenozide since
no toxic effects attributable to a single
dose were identified in the toxicity
database. Chronic dietary risks are
below the Agency’s level of concern of
100% of the cPAD; they are 78% of the
cPAD for children 1 to 2 years old, the
group with the highest exposure. There
are currently no residential handler uses
for methoxyfenozide, and none are
pending before the Agency. Therefore
short- and intermediate-term exposure
to methoxyfenozide is not expected, and
the short- and intermediate-term risk is
equivalent to the chronic dietary risk,
which is not of concern.
Methoxyfenozide is classified as “Not
Likely to Be Carcinogenic to Humans”’;
therefore, EPA does not expect
methoxyfenozide exposures to pose an
aggregate cancer risk.

Determination of safety. Therefore,
based on the risk assessments and
information described above, EPA
concludes there is a reasonable certainty
that no harm will result to the general
population, or to infants and children,
from aggregate exposure to
methoxyfenozide residues. More
detailed information on this action can
be found in the document titled
“Methoxyfenozide. Human Health Risk
Assessment for the Petition to Establish
Permanent Tolerances without a U.S.
Registration on Coffee Beans and Sugar
Cane,” available at docket ID number
EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0139.

IV. Other Considerations
A. Analytical Enforcement Methodology

For a discussion of the available
analytical enforcement method, see Unit
IV.A. of the March 12, 2019,
rulemaking.

B. International Residue Limits

In making its tolerance decisions, EPA
seeks to harmonize U.S. tolerances with
international standards whenever
possible, consistent with U.S. food
safety standards and agricultural
practices. EPA considers the
international maximum residue limits
(MRLs) established by the Codex
Alimentarius Commission (Codex), as
required by FFDCA section 408(b)(4).
The Codex Alimentarius is a joint
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization/World Health
Organization food standards program,
and it is recognized as an international
food safety standards-setting
organization in trade agreements to
which the United States is a party. EPA
may establish a tolerance that is
different from a Codex MRL; however,
FFDCA section 408(b)(4) requires that
EPA explain the reasons for departing
from the Codex level.

The Codex has not established a MRL
for methoxyfenozide in/on coffee bean
or sugar cane commodities.

C. Revisions to Petitioned-For
Tolerances

EPA is changing the commodity
definitions from coffee to coffee bean,
sugarcane to sugar cane, and sugarcane,
molasses to sugar cane, molasses to be
consistent with Agency nomenclature.

V. Conclusion

Therefore, tolerances are established
for residues of methoxyfenozide, in or
on coffee bean at 0.15 ppm, sugar cane
at 0.03 ppm, and sugar cane, molasses
at 0.1 ppm.

VI. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

This action establishes tolerances
under FFDCA section 408(d) in
response to a petition submitted to the
Agency. The Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) has exempted these types
of actions from review under Executive
Order 12866, entitled ‘““Regulatory
Planning and Review” (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993). Because this action
has been exempted from review under
Executive Order 12866, this action is
not subject to Executive Order 13211,
entitled “Actions Concerning
Regulations That Significantly Affect
Energy Supply, Distribution, or Use” (66
FR 28355, May 22, 2001), or Executive
Order 13045, entitled “Protection of
Children from Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks” (62 FR 19885,
April 23, 1997). This action does not
contain any information collections
subject to OMB approval under the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), nor does it require

any special considerations under
Executive Order 12898, entitled
“Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income
Populations” (59 FR 7629, February 16,
1994).

Since tolerances and exemptions that
are established on the basis of a petition
under FFDCA section 408(d), such as
the tolerances in this final rule, do not
require the issuance of a proposed rule,
the requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (RFA) (5 U.S.C. 601 et
seq.), do not apply.

This action directly regulates growers,
food processors, food handlers, and food
retailers, not States or tribes, nor does
this action alter the relationships or
distribution of power and
responsibilities established by Congress
in the preemption provisions of FFDCA
section 408(n)(4). As such, the Agency
has determined that this action will not
have a substantial direct effect on States
or Tribal governments, on the
relationship between the National
Government and the States or Tribal
governments, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government or between
the Federal Government and Indian
tribes. Thus, the Agency has determined
that Executive Order 13132, entitled
“Federalism” (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999), and Executive Order 13175,
entitled “Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments” (65 FR
67249, November 9, 2000), do not apply
to this action. In addition, this action
does not impose any enforceable duty or
contain any unfunded mandate as
described under Title II of the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act (UMRA) (2 U.S.C.
1501 et seq.).

This action does not involve any
technical standards that would require
Agency consideration of voluntary
consensus standards pursuant to section
12(d) of the National Technology
Transfer and Advancement Act
(NTTAA) (15 U.S.C. 272 note).

VII. Congressional Review Act

Pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act (5 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), EPA will
submit a report containing this rule and
other required information to the U.S.
Senate, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and the Comptroller
General of the United States prior to
publication of the rule in the Federal
Register. This action is not a “‘major
rule” as defined by 5 U.S.C. 804(2).

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 180

Environmental protection,
Administrative practice and procedure,
Agricultural commodities, Pesticides
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and pests, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Charles Smith,

Director, Registration Division, Office of
Pesticide Programs.

Therefore, for the reasons stated in the
preamble, EPA is amending 40 CFR
chapter I as follows:

PART 180—TOLERANCES AND
EXEMPTIONS FOR PESTICIDE
CHEMICAL RESIDUES IN FOOD

m 1. The authority citation for part 180
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 321(q), 346a and 371.

m 2. In § 180.544, in paragraph (a)(1)
amend the table by:
m a. Adding in alphabetical order the
entries “Coffee bean”’; ““Sugar cane”;
and “Sugar cane, molasses’’; and
m b. Adding footnote 2 at the end of the
table.

The additions read as follows:

§180.544 Methoxyfenozide; tolerances for
residues.

(a)* * ok
(1)* L

TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (a)(1)

: Parts per
Commodity million
Coffee bean? ........ccccvvvvcvrnnnn. 0.15
Sugar cane? ..., 0.03
Sugar cane, molasses? .............. 0.1

2There are no U.S. registrations as of Au-
gust 28, 2023.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18410 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 54
[WC Docket No. 21-93; DA 23-669; FR ID
164624]

Establishing Emergency Connectivity
Fund To Close the Homework Gap

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: In this document, the
Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau)
grants a petition for limited waiver of

the Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF)
program’s invoice filing deadline
submitted by T-Mobile USA, Inc. (T-
Mobile). The Bureau waives the Federal
Communications Commission’s
(Commission) rules to provide an
automatic, one-time extension of the
invoicing filing deadline to October 30,
2023, for any funding requests with an
invoice filing deadline date occurring
before October 30, 2023. The Bureau
finds that a one-time extension of the
invoice filing deadline for applicants
and service providers will provide them
with sufficient flexibility to complete
and submit their invoicing forms and
necessary supporting documentation to
the Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC) and the Bureau
directs USAC to provide an automatic,
one-time extension of the invoice filing
deadline to October 30, 2023, for any
funding requests with an invoice filing
deadline occurring before October 30,
2023.

DATES: Effective August 28, 2023.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Molly O’Conor, Wireline Competition
Bureau, (202) 418-7400 or by email at
Molly.OConor@fcc.gov. The
Commission asks that requests for
accommodations be made as soon as
possible in order to allow the agency to
satisfy such requests whenever possible.
Send an email to fcc504@fcc.gov or call
the Consumer and Governmental Affairs
Bureau at (202) 418-0530.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsis of the Bureau’s In the Matter
of Request for Waiver by T-Mobile USA,
Inc., Establishing Emergency
Connectivity Fund to Close the
Homework Gap, Order in WC Docket
No. 21-93; DA 23-669, adopted August
14, 2023, and released August 14, 2023
(Order). The full text of this document
is available at the following internet
address: https://www.fcc.gov/document/
wcb-grants-limited-waiver-ecf-invoice-
filing-deadline.

I. Introduction

1. In the Order, the Bureau grants a
petition for limited waiver of the
Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF)
program’s invoice filing deadline
submitted by T-Mobile USA, Inc.
Specifically, the Bureau waives
§54.1711(d) of the Commission’s rules
to provide an automatic, one-time
extension of the invoicing filing
deadline to October 30, 2023 for any
funding requests with an invoice filing
deadline date occurring before October
30, 2023. The Bureau recognizes that
many participants with a service
delivery deadline of June 30, 2023, or a
service delivery deadline that occurs

shortly thereafter as a result of the
Bureau’s May 2023 Service Delivery
Deadline Extension Order, In the Matter
of Establishing Emergency Connectivity
Fund to Close the Homework Gap, WC
Docket No. 21-93, Order, rel. May 12,
2023, DA 23-405, 88 FR 36510 (June 5,
2023), may require additional time to
complete the invoicing process for
eligible equipment and services that
have already been delivered and
provided to students, school staff, and
library patrons with unmet needs. The
Bureau finds that a one-time extension
of the invoice filing deadline for
applicants and service providers with
an invoice filing deadline that falls
before October 30, 2023 (Affected
Participants), will provide them with
sufficient flexibility to complete and
submit their invoicing forms and
necessary supporting documentation to
USAC, the Administrator of the ECF
program, in order to receive their
committed funding. Accordingly, the
Bureau directs USAC to provide an
automatic, one-time extension of the
invoice filing deadline to October 30,
2023 for any funding requests with an
invoice filing deadline occurring before
October 30, 2023, and the Bureau
modifies § 54.1711(d) of the
Commission’s rules to provide 60 days
to submit invoices from the date of the
notification by USAC that a refund
request is processed by USAC.

II. Discussion

2. Generally, the Commission’s rules
may be waived for good cause shown.
The Commission may exercise its
discretion to waive a rule where the
particular facts make strict compliance
inconsistent with the public interest. In
addition, the Commission may take into
account considerations of hardship,
equity, or more effective
implementation of overall policy on an
individual basis.

3. To ensure ECF program
participants can seek reimbursement for
all of their approved ECF funding used
to connect students, school staff, and
library patrons with unmet needs, the
Bureau finds good cause exists to waive
and extend the invoice filing deadline
until October 30, 2023, for applicants
and service providers with invoice filing
deadlines occurring before that date. In
addition, the Bureau also modifies
§54.1711(d) of the Commission’s rules
to allow invoices to be submitted within
60 days from the date that USAC issues
a notification that a refund request
submitted by an ECF participant has
been processed. In particular, the
Bureau recognizes that due to the
evolving and emergent nature of this
program, complexities in the invoicing


https://www.fcc.gov/document/wcb-grants-limited-waiver-ecf-invoice-filing-deadline
https://www.fcc.gov/document/wcb-grants-limited-waiver-ecf-invoice-filing-deadline
https://www.fcc.gov/document/wcb-grants-limited-waiver-ecf-invoice-filing-deadline
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process, and the impact of recent service
delivery deadline extensions provided
by the Bureau, some program
participants may have difficulty timely
submitting invoices by their current
invoice filing deadlines that fall before
October 30, 2023, despite every attempt
to comply with the program’s rules. The
Bureau also understands that at times,
ECF funds must be returned (e.g., to
correct entity information) and USAC
must process the refund request first,
before the party is able to submit a
corrected invoice for a funding request.
Furthermore, although the Commission
leveraged existing E-Rate processes and
forms in the ECF program, including
invoicing, the Bureau understands that
the ECF program has a shorter invoice
filing period than the E-Rate program
and that this is the first time some
applicants and service providers are
submitting invoices using USAC’s
system, the ECF Portal, altogether. The
Bureau also acknowledges the
coinciding timing of the invoicing
process for Affected Participants with
many schools’ summer vacations and
start of the school year. Taken together,
the Bureau finds that such factors have
contributed to the need for additional
time to file invoices and present
compelling and unique circumstances
that merit a waiver and modification of
§54.1711(d) of the Commission’s rules.

4. Moreover, The Bureau finds that a
waiver and modification of § 54.1711(d)
will not lead to any undue advantage in
funding as the Affected Participants will
not receive more funding than allowed
under the ECF program rules, and their
equipment and services have already
been received and delivered. In
addition, the Bureau finds that the
public interest would not be served
were these otherwise eligible ECF
participants to lose ECF funding for
eligible equipment and services needed
to connect students, school staff, and
library patrons with unmet needs who
otherwise are not able to fully engage in
remote learning because of their
inability to submit invoices by their
current invoice filing deadline or
because of the delay in the processing
of their refund request. Thus, the
Bureau finds that providing an
automatic, one-time extension of the
invoice filing deadline to October 30,
2023, for Affected Participants and a
modification of § 54.1711(d) to account
for the processing of refund requests
strikes the right balance between the
need for efficient administration of the
ECF program and allowing applicants
and service providers adequate time to
receive their approved and committed
ECF funding pursuant to the

Commission’s rules. The Bureau
therefore grants T-Mobile’s request for
limited waiver and modification of
§54.1711(d) of the Commission’s rules,
and direct USAC to provide Affected
Participants with an automatic, one-
time extension to submit their invoices
to USAC no later than October 30, 2023.

5. In granting the requested relief, the
Bureau emphasizes that the Order does
not extend ECF program participants’
service delivery deadlines, nor does it
alter the obligation of participants to
comply with the other program
requirements set out in the
Commission’s rules, including their
obligation to certify to receipt of eligible
equipment and/or services and that they
are not willfully or knowingly
requesting reimbursement for
equipment or services that are not being
used on their ECF FCC Forms 472 and
474 (i.e., the requests for
reimbursement). As such, the Bureau
reminds applicants that all eligible
equipment and services, including
funding requests for special
construction, must be delivered by their
service delivery date. The Bureau also
reminds applicants that, unlike E-Rate
program rules, ECF program rules do
not permit any invoice filing extensions.
For this reason, any ECF program
participant that requires additional time
to submit their requests for
reimbursement beyond the relief
granted herein must file a request for
waiver directly with the Commission
and demonstrate good cause.

6. This document does not contain
proposed information collection(s)
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995 (PRA), Public Law 104—-13. In
addition, therefore, it does not contain
any new or modified information
collection burden for small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees,
pursuant to the Small Business
Paperwork Relief Act of 2002, Public
Law 107-198, see 44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(4).

7. The Bureau also modifies
§54.1711(d) of the Commission’s rules
to reflect the updated invoice filing
deadline rule adopted herein. The
Bureau makes this change without
notice and comment in accordance with
the exception to the Administrative
Procedure Act (APA) for procedural
rules. The updated rule will become
effective August 28, 2023.

8. The Commission will not send a
copy of the Order to Congress and the
Government Accountability Office
pursuant to the Congressional Review
Act, see 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A), because
the adopted rule is a rule of agency
organization, procedure, or practice that
does not “substantially affect the rights
or obligations of non-agency parties.”

9. Finally, waiving the invoice filing
deadline does not increase the risk of
waste, fraud, or abuse. The Bureau
emphasizes that the Commission is
committed to protecting the integrity of
the ECF program and ensuring that
funds disbursed through the program
are used for their intended purposes to
provide broadband connectivity and
connected devices to students, school
staff, and library patrons with unmet
needs. Although the Bureau grants a
limited waiver of the Commission’s
invoice filing deadline for certain ECF
funding requests, this action does not
affect the authority of the Commission
or USAC to conduct audits or
investigations to determine compliance
with ECF program rules and
requirements. The Commission is also
required to recover funds determined to
be disbursed in violation of statutory
and/or rule requirements.

III. Ordering Clauses

10. Accordingly, it is ordered,
pursuant to the authority contained in
sections 1—4 and 254 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, 47 U.S.C. 151-154 and 254,
and §§0.91, 0.291, and 1.3 of the
Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 0.91, 0.291,
and 1.3, that §54.1711(d) of the
Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 54.1711(d),
is waived and amended to the extent
provided herein.

11. It is further ordered, that pursuant
to §1.102(b)(1) of the Commission’s
rules, 47 CFR 1.102(b)(1), the Order
shall be effective upon release.

12. The amended rule adopted in the
Order constitutes a rule of agency
organization, procedure and practice
and is not subject to the Administrative
Procedure Act requirements.
Accordingly, this amended rule is
effective August 28, 2023.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 54

Communications common carriers,
Health facilities, Infants and children,
internet, Libraries, Puerto Rico,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Schools,
Telecommunications, Telephone, Virgin
Islands.

Federal Communications Commission.
Jodie Griffin,

Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy
Division, Wireline Competition Bureau.

Final Rule

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Federal Communications
Commission amends 47 CFR part 54 as
follows:
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PART 54—UNIVERSAL SERVICE

m 1. The authority citation for part 54
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 151, 154(i), 155, 201,
205, 214, 219, 220, 229, 254, 303(r), 403,
1004, 1302, 1601-1609, and 1752, unless
otherwise noted.

m 2. Revise §54.1711(d) to read as
follows:

§54.1711 Emergency Connectivity Fund
requests for reimbursement.
* * * * *

(d) Invoice filing deadline. Invoices
must be submitted to the Administrator
within 60 days from the date of a
funding commitment decision letter; a
revised funding commitment decision
letter approving a post-commitment
change or a successful appeal of a
previously denied or reduced funding;
notification by the Administrator of a
processed returned funds (or refund)
request; or service delivery date,
whichever is later.

* * * * *
[FR Doc. 2023—-18464 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 223
[Docket No. 230822-0202]
RIN 0648-BH85

Endangered and Threatened Species:
Designation of Nonessential
Experimental Populations of Chinook
Salmon Upstream of Shasta Dam,
Authorization for Release, and
Adoption of Limited Protective
Regulations Under the Endangered
Species Act Sections 10(j) and 4(d)

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; notification of
availability of a final environmental
assessment.

SUMMARY: We, NMFS, designate and
authorize the release of nonessential
experimental populations (NEPs or
experimental populations) of
Sacramento River (SR) winter-run
Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha) and Central Valley (CV)
spring-run Chinook salmon (O.
tshawytscha) in the McCloud and Upper
Sacramento Rivers upstream of Shasta
Dam (the NEP Area), California, and,

under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA), establish a limited set of take
exceptions for the experimental
populations. Successful reintroduction
of populations within the species’
historical ranges will contribute to
viability and further conservation of
these species. The issuance of limited
protective regulations for the
conservation of these species will
provide assurances regarding the
regulatory provisions of the ESA as they
apply to SR winter-run and CV spring-
run Chinook salmon to the people in the
Upper Sacramento River and McCloud
River watersheds. This final rule also
announces the availability of a final
environmental assessment (EA) that
analyzed the environmental impacts of
promulgating the experimental
population rule and associated take
exceptions.

DATES: The final rule is effective
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: The final Environmental
Assessment and other reference
materials can be obtained at NMFS’
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) website at: https://
www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/
publications/nepa/nepa_
documents.html or by submitting a
request to the Assistant Regional
Administrator, California Central Valley
Office, West Coast Region, NMFS, 650
Capitol Mall, Suite 5—100, Sacramento,
CA 95814.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steve Edmondson, steve.edmondson@
noaa.gov or by phone at (916) 930-3600,
or by mail at National Marine Fisheries
Service, 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100,
Sacramento, CA 95814.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background Information Relevant to
Experimental Population Designation

NMEFS listed the SR winter-run
Chinook salmon Evolutionarily
Significant Unit (ESU) as endangered
under the ESA, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.,
on January 4, 1994 (59 FR 440) and
reaffirmed this status on June 28, 2005
(70 FR 37159), and 5-year reviews
announced on August 15, 2011 (76 FR
50448), Aprﬂ 14, 2014 (79 FR 20802),
and May 26, 2016 (81 FR 33468).
Section 9 of the ESA prohibits take of
the endangered SR winter-run Chinook
salmon. The State of California listed SR
winter-run Chinook salmon as
endangered in 1989 under the California
Endangered Species Act (CESA). The
federally listed ESU is composed of a
single population that includes all
naturally spawned SR winter-run
Chinook salmon in the Sacramento
River and its tributaries (70 FR 37160,

June 28, 2005), as well as SR winter-run
Chinook salmon that are part of the
conservation hatchery program at the
Livingston Stone National Fish
Hatchery (NFH). Designated critical
habitat of SR winter-run Chinook
salmon (58 FR 33212, June 16, 1993)
includes: (1) the Sacramento River from
Keswick Dam, Shasta County (River
Mile (RM) 302) to Chipps Island (RM 0)
at the westward margin of the delta; (2)
all waters from Chipps Island westward
to Carquinez Bridge, including Honker
Bay, Grizzly Bay, Suisun Bay, and
Carquinez Strait; (3) all waters of San
Pablo Bay westward of the Carquinez
Bridge; and (4) those waters north of
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge.

NMEFS listed the CV spring-run
Chinook salmon ESU as threatened
under the ESA on September 16, 1999
(64 FR 50394), and reaffirmed this status
in a final rule on June 28, 2005 (70 FR
37160), and 5-year reviews announced
on August 15, 2011 (76 FR 50447), and
May 26, 2016 (81 FR 33468). The listed
ESU of CV spring-run Chinook salmon
currently includes all naturally
spawned populations of spring-run
Chinook salmon in the Sacramento
River and its tributaries, as well as the
spring-run Chinook salmon from the
Feather River Hatchery (FRH) spring-
run Chinook salmon program. On
January 9, 2002 (67 FR 1116), NMFS
issued protective regulations under
section 4(d) of the ESA for CV spring-
run Chinook salmon that apply the take
prohibitions of section 9(a)(1) of the
ESA except for listed exceptions (see 50
CFR 223.203). Critical habitat has been
designated for CV spring-run Chinook
salmon (70 FR 52488, September 2,
2005), and includes most of the
occupied riverine habitat within their
extant range. CV spring-run Chinook
salmon are also listed as a threatened
species by the State of California under
CESA, California Fish and Game Code,
Division 3, Chapter 1.5.

In 2014, we adopted a final recovery
plan for the SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon ESUs (79 FR
42504, July 22, 2014). The Central
Valley Recovery Plan identifies re-
establishing populations of SR winter-
run and CV spring-run Chinook salmon
above impassable barriers to
unoccupied historical habitats as an
important recovery action (NMFS 2014).
More specifically, the Central Valley
Recovery Plan explains that re-
establishing populations above
impassable barriers, such as Shasta
Dam, would aid in recovery of the ESUs
by increasing abundance, spatial
structure and diversity and by reducing
the risk of extinction to the ESUs.
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This rule designates and authorize the the McCloud River, and Box Canyon
release of NEPs of SR winter-run and CV  Dam on the upper Sacramento River. All
spring-run Chinook salmon pursuant to  other tributaries flowing into Shasta
ESA section 10(j) in the McCloud and Reservoir up to the ridge line, including

Upper Sacramento Rivers upstream of tributaries below Pit 7 Dam, McCloud
Shasta Dam, and establishes take Dam, and Box Canyon Dam, up to the
prohibitions for the NEPs and ridge line would be included in the NEP
exceptions for particular activities. Area. All other areas above Pit 7 Dam
This is a final rule stemming from a on the Pit River, McCloud Dam on the
proposed rule published on May 11, McCloud River, and Box Canyon Dam
2023 (88 FR 30690). The NEP Area on the upper Sacramento River would
extends from Shasta Dam up to Pit 7 not be part of the NEP Area. The NEP

Dam on the Pit River, McCloud Dam on  Area extends up to the ridgelines to

account for watershed processes and
ends at the aforementioned dams
because these dams lack fish passage
facilities. The NEP Area is part of the
species’ historical range. The NEPs are
all SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon, including fish released
or propagated, naturally or artificially,
within the NEP Area.

Figure 1—The NEP Area above Shasta
Dam for SR winter-run and CV spring-
run Chinook salmon

Sacramenta Headwaters

Clear Creek-Sacramento River

Area for Reintroducing Non-Essential Experimental Populations (NEPs)
of Central Valley spring-run Chinook Salmon and Sacramento River winter-run Chinook Salmon

Lower Pit

Map by: Shanna Dunn
{ Protected Resources Division
. Date: March 14, 2018

Figure 1 -- The NEP Area above Shasta Dam for SR winter-run and CV spring-run

Chinook salmon
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Statutory and Regulatory Framework for
Experimental Population Designations

Section 10(j) of the ESA (16 U.S.C.
1539(j)) allows the Secretary of
Commerce to authorize the release of
any population of a listed species
outside their current range if the release
“will further the conservation” of that
species. An experimental population is
a population that is geographically
separate from nonexperimental
populations of the same species.

Before authorizing the release of an
experimental population, section
10(j)(2)(B) requires that the Secretary
must “‘by regulation identify the
population and determine, on the basis
of the best available information,
whether or not the population is
essential to the continued existence of
the listed species.”

An experimental population is treated
as a threatened species, except that non-
essential populations do not receive the
benefit of certain protections normally
applicable to threatened species (ESA
section 10(j)(2)(C)). Below we discuss
the impact of treating experimental
populations as threatened species and of
exceptions that apply to experimental
populations.

For endangered species, section 9 of
the ESA prohibits take of those species.
For a threatened species, ESA section 9
does not specifically prohibit take of
those species, but the ESA instead
authorizes NMFS to adopt regulations
under section 4(d) to prohibit take or
that it deems necessary and advisable
for species conservation. The
experimental populations of SR winter-
run and CV spring-run Chinook salmon
we are designating must generally be
treated as threatened species. Therefore,
we issue tailored protective regulations
under ESA section 4(d) for the
experimental populations of SR winter-
run and CV spring-run Chinook salmon
to identify take prohibitions necessary
to provide for the conservation of the
species with exceptions for particular
activities.

Section 7 of the ESA provides for
Federal interagency cooperation and
consultation on Federal agency actions.
Section 7(a)(1) directs all Federal
agencies, in consultation with NMFS as
applicable depending on the species, to
use their authorities to further the
purposes of the ESA by carrying out
programs for the conservation of listed
species. Section 7(a)(2) requires all
Federal agencies, in consultation with
NMFS as applicable depending on the
species, to ensure any action they
authorize, fund or carry out is not likely
to jeopardize the continued existence of
a listed species or result in the

destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. Section 7
applies equally to endangered and
threatened species.

Although ESA section 10(j) provides
that an experimental population must
generally be treated as a threatened
species, for the purposes of ESA section
7, if the experimental population is
determined to be a NEP, section
10(j)(C)(i) requires that we treat the
experimental population as a species
proposed to be listed, rather than a
species that is listed (except when it
occurs within a National Wildlife
Refuge or National Park, in which case
it is treated as listed). Section 7(a)(4) of
the ESA requires Federal agencies to
confer (rather than consult under ESA
section 7(a)(2)) with NMFS on actions
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of a species proposed to be
listed. The results of a conference are
advisory recommendations, if any, on
ways to minimize or avoid adverse
effects rather than mandatory terms and
conditions under ESA section 7(a)(2)
consultations (compare 50 CFR
402.10(c) with 402.14(i)(1)(iv)).

NMFS has previously designated four
experimental populations (78 FR 2893,
January 15, 2013; 78 FR 79622,
December 31, 2013; 79 FR 40004, July
11, 2014; 87 FR 79808, December 28,
2022) and promulgated regulations,
codified at 50 CFR part 222, subpart E,
to implement section 10(j) of the ESA
(81 FR 33416, May 26, 2016). NMFS’
implementing regulations include the
following provisions:

The provision at 50 CFR 222.501(b)
defines an “‘essential experimental
population” as an experimental
population that, if lost, the survival of
the species in the wild would likely be
appreciably reduced. All other
experimental populations are classified
as nonessential.

The provision at 50 CFR 222.502(b)
provides that, before authorizing the
release of an experimental population,
the Secretary must find by regulation
that such release will further the
conservation of the species. In addition,
50 CFR 222.502(b) provides that, in
making such a finding, the Secretary
shall utilize the best scientific and
commercial data available to consider:

e Any possible adverse effects on
extant populations of a species as a
result of removal of individuals, eggs, or
propagules for introduction elsewhere;

o The likelihood that any such
experimental population will become
established and survive in the
foreseeable future;

e The effects that establishment of an
experimental population will have on
the recovery of the species; and

¢ The extent to which the introduced
population may be affected by existing
or anticipated Federal or state actions or
private activities within or adjacent to
the experimental population area.

The provision at 50 CFR 222.502(c)
describes 4 components that must be
provided in any NMFS regulations
designating an experimental population
under ESA section 10(j):

e Appropriate means to identify the
experimental population, including, but
not limited to, its actual or proposed
location; actual or anticipated
migration; number of specimens
released or to be released; and other
criteria appropriate to identify the
experimental population(s);

¢ A finding, based solely on the best
scientific and commercial data
available, and the supporting factual
basis, on whether the experimental
population is, or is not, essential to the
continued existence of the species in the
wild;

e Management restrictions, protective
measures, or other special management
concerns of that population, as
appropriate, which may include, but are
not limited to, measures to isolate and/
or to contain the experimental
population designated in the regulation
from non-experimental populations and
protective regulations established
pursuant to section 4(d) of the ESA; and

e A process for periodic review and
evaluation of the success or failure of
the release and the effect of the release
on the conservation and recovery of the
species.

In addition, as described above, ESA
section 10(j)(1) defines an
“experimental population” as any
population authorized for release but
only when, and at such times as, the
population is wholly separate
geographically from the non-
experimental populations of the same
species. Accordingly, we must establish
that there are such times and places
when the experimental population is
wholly geographically separate.
Similarly, the statute requires that we
identify the experimental population;
the legislative history indicates that the
purpose of this requirement is to
provide notice as to which populations
of listed species are experimental (see
Joint Explanatory Statement of the
Committee of Conference, H.R. Conf.
Rep No. 97-835, at 34 (1982)).

We discuss in more detail below how
we considered each of these elements.

Status of the Species

Life history and the historical
population trends of SR winter-run and
CV spring-run Chinook salmon are
summarized by Healy (1991), U.S. Fish
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and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (1995),
Yoshiyama et al. (1998), Yoshiyama et
al. (2001), and Moyle (2002). Section
4(f) of the ESA requires the Secretary of
Commerce to develop recovery plans for
all listed species unless the Secretary
determines that such a plan will not
promote the conservation of a listed
species. Prior to developing the Central
Valley Recovery Plan (NMFS 2014), we
assembled a team of scientists from
Federal and State agencies, consulting
firms, non-profit organizations and
academia. This group, known as the
Central Valley Technical Recovery
Team (CVTRT), was tasked with
identifying population structure and
recommending recovery criteria (also
known as delisting criteria) for ESA-
listed salmon and steelhead in the
Sacramento River and San Joaquin
Rivers and their tributaries. The CVTRT
recommended biological viability
criteria at the ESU level and population
level (Lindley et al., 2007) for recovery
planning consideration. The CVTRT
identified the current risk level of each
population based on the gap between
recent abundance and productivity and
the desired recovery goals. The CVTRT
concluded that the greatest risk facing
the ESUs resulted from the loss of
historical diversity following the
construction of major dams that blocked
access to historical spawning and
rearing habitat (Lindley et al., 2007).

The CVTRT also recommended
spatial structure and diversity metrics
for each population (Lindley et al.,
2004). Spatial structure refers to the
geographic distribution of a population
and the processes that affect the
distribution. Populations with restricted
distribution and few spawning areas are
at a higher risk of extinction from
catastrophic environmental events (e.g.,
a volcanic eruption) than are
populations with more widespread and
complex spatial structure. A population
with complex spatial structure typically
has multiple spawning areas which
allows the expression of diverse life
history characteristics. Diversity is the
combination of genetic and phenotypic
characteristics within and between
populations (McElhany et al., 2000).
Phenotypic diversity allows more
diverse populations to use a wider array
of environments and protects
populations against short-term temporal
and spatial environmental changes.
Genotypic diversity, on the other hand,
provides populations with the ability to
survive long-term changes in the
environment by providing genetic
variations that may prove successful
under different situations. The
combination of phenotypic and

genotypic diversity, expressed in a
natural setting, provides populations
with the ability to utilize the full range
of habitat and environmental conditions
and to have the resiliency to survive and
adapt to long-term changes in the
environment.

In 2016, NMFS completed a periodic
review as required by ESA section
4(c)(2)(A) and on May 26, 2016 (81 FR
33468), announced the SR winter-run
Chinook salmon ESU would remain
listed as endangered. In 2023, NMFS
completed the 2022 review of SR
winter-run Chinook salmon that
indicates the biological status of the SR
winter-run Chinook salmon ESU has
declined since the 2016 viability
assessment (Williams et al., 2016), with
the single spawning population on the
mainstem Sacramento River now at a
high risk of extinction (Southwest
Fisheries Science Center (SWFSC)
2022). Updated information indicates an
increased extinction risk due to the
larger influence of the hatchery
broodstock and low numbers of natural-
origin returns in two consecutive years
(SWFSC 2022). NMFS determined that
the viability of the ESU would be
improved by re-establishing this species
in their historical spawning and rearing
habitats through reintroduction efforts
in Battle Creek and upstream from
Shasta Reservoir.

In 2016, NMFS completed a periodic
review as required by the ESA section
4(c)(2)(A), and concluded that the CV
spring-run Chinook salmon ESU should
remain listed as threatened (81 FR
33468, May 26, 2016). As part of the
periodic review, NMFS’ Southwest
Fisheries Science Center conducted an
analysis (Johnson and Lindley 2016)
that indicated the extant independent
populations of the CV spring-run
Chinook salmon ESU remained at a
moderate to low extinction risk. The
NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science
Center’s recent viability analysis (2022)
noted some improvements in the
viability of the ESU, particularly with
the increased spatial diversity of the
dependent Battle Creek and Clear Creek
populations. However, the analysis also
identified as key threats recent
catastrophic declines of many of the
extant populations, high pre-spawn
mortality during the 2012—2015 drought
in California, uncertain juvenile
survival as a result of drought and ocean
conditions, as well as straying of CV
spring-run Chinook salmon from the
Feather River Fish Hatchery.

Analysis of the Statutory Requirements

1. Will release of experimental
populations further the conservation of
these species?

Section 3(3) of the ESA, 16 U.S.C.
1532(3), defines “conservation” as ‘‘the
use of all methods and procedures
which are necessary to bring any
endangered species or threatened
species to the point at which the
measures provided pursuant to this
[Act] are no longer necessary.” We
discuss in more detail below each of the
factors we considered in determining
whether release of experimental
populations in the NEP Area would
further the conservation of SR winter-
run and CV spring-run Chinook salmon.

Under 50 CFR 222.502(b), NMFS must
consider several factors in finding
whether release of an experimental
population will further the conservation
of the species, including any possible
adverse effects on extant populations of
the species as a result of removal of
individuals for introduction elsewhere;
the likelihood that the experimental
population will become established and
survive in the foreseeable future; the
effects that establishment of the
experimental population will have on
the recovery of the species; and the
extent to which the experimental
populations may be affected by existing
or anticipated Federal or state actions or
private activities within or adjacent to
the experimental population area.

Regarding the li eﬁ)ihood that
reintroduction efforts will be successful
in the foreseeable future, an important
question is: what are the most
appropriate sources of broodstock to
establish the experimental population,
and are the sources available?
Reintroduction efforts have the best
chance for success when the donor
population has life-history
characteristics compatible with the
anticipated environmental conditions of
the habitat into which fish will be
reintroduced (Araki et al., 2008).
Populations found in watersheds closest
to the NEP Area are most likely to have
adaptive traits that will lead to a
successful reintroduction. Therefore,
only SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon populations found in
the Central Valley would be used in
establishing the experimental
populations in the NEP Area.

We have preliminarily identified
donor sources for reintroduction into
the NEP Area as SR winter-run from
Livingston Stone NFH and CV spring-
run Chinook salmon produced from the
FRH. These fish are the geographically
closest donor sources that could be used
with minimal impact to the wild
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populations for reintroduction into the
NEP Area. NMFS, in consultation with
the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW), may later consider
diversifying the donor stocks from other
nearby streams if those populations can
sustain removal of fish. Any collection
of Chinook salmon would be subject to
a Hatchery and Genetic Management
Plan (HGMP) in relation to a hatchery
source and approval of a permit under
ESA section 10(a)(1)(A), which includes
analysis under NEPA and ESA section
7.

Use of donor stocks from Livingston
Stone NFH and the FRH for the initial
phases of a reintroduction program will
minimize the number of individuals
needed from existing populations.
Supplementation to the donor stock, if
necessary, would be dependent upon
genetic diversity needs and the extent of
adverse effects to other populations. It is
anticipated that over time, the
Livingston Stone NFH and FRH would
produce juveniles and adults in
sufficient numbers to enable the return
of a sufficient number of adults to
establish a self-sustaining population in
the NEP Area. Once self-sustaining
populations are established, it is
anticipated that contributions of SR
winter-run Chinook salmon from
Livingston Stone NFH and CV spring-
run Chinook salmon from FRH would
be phased out.

We also consider the suitability of
habitat available to the experimental
populations. In 2014, the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation initiated a habitat
assessment of the NEP Area and found
conditions were suitable for Chinook
salmon spawning, adult holding, and
juvenile rearing. Habitat conditions in
the Upper Sacramento and McCloud
Rivers are described in the EA.

In addition, there are Federal and
State laws and regulations that will help
ensure the establishment and survival of
the experimental populations by
protecting aquatic and riparian habitat
in the NEP Area. Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (CWA), 33 U.S.C. 1344,
establishes a program to regulate the
discharge of dredged or fill material into
waters of the United States, which
generally requires avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation for
potential adverse effects of dredge and
fill activities within the Nation’s
waterways. Under CWA section 401, 33
U.S.C. 1341, a Federal agency may not
issue a permit or license to conduct any
activity that may result in any discharge
into waters of the United States unless
a state or authorized tribe where the
discharge would originate issues a
section 401 water quality certification
verifying compliance with existing

water quality requirements or waives
the certification requirement. In
addition, construction and operational
storm water runoff is subject to
restrictions under CWA section 402, 33
U.S.C. 1342, which establishes the
National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permit program,
and state water quality laws.

The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC), pursuant to the
Federal Power Act (FPA) and the U.S.
Department of Energy Organization Act,
is authorized to issue licenses for up to
50 years for the construction and
operation of non-Federal hydroelectric
developments subject to its jurisdiction.
The FPA authorizes NMFS to issue
mandatory prescriptions for fish passage
and recommend other measures to
protect salmon, steelhead, and other
anadromous fish.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(MSA) (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) is the
principal law governing marine fisheries
conservation and management in the
United States. Chinook salmon Essential
Fish Habitat (EFH) is identified and
described to include all water bodies
currently or historically occupied by
Chinook salmon in California. Under
the MSA, Federal agencies are required
to determine whether a Federal action
they authorize, fund, or undertake may
adversely affect EFH (16 U.S.C. 1855(b)).
Chinook salmon EFH does not occur in
the NEP Area.

At the State level, the California Fish
and Game Code (CFGC) Fish and
Wildlife Protection and Conservation
provisions (CFGC section 1600, et seq.),
the CESA (CFGC section 2050, et seq.),
and the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources
Code section 21000, et seq.) set forth
criteria for the incorporation of
avoidance, minimization, and feasible
mitigation measures for ongoing
activities as well as for individual
projects. The CFGC Fish and Wildlife
Protection and Conservation provisions
were enacted to provide conservation
for the State’s fish and wildlife
resources and include requirements to
protect riparian habitat resources on the
bed, channel, or bank of streams and
other waterways. The CESA prohibits
the taking of listed species except as
otherwise provided in state law. Under
the CEQA, no public agency shall
approve or carry out a project without
identifying all feasible mitigation
measures necessary to reduce impacts to
a less than significant level, and public
agencies shall incorporate such
measures absent overriding
consideration.

Regarding the effects that
establishment of experimental
populations will have on the recovery of
the species, the Central Valley Recovery
Plan (NMFS 2014) characterizes the
NEP Area as having the potential to
support viable populations of Chinook
salmon. The Central Valley Recovery
Plan establishes a framework for
reintroduction of Chinook salmon and
steelhead to historical habitats upstream
of dams. The framework recommends
that a reintroduction program should
include feasibility studies, habitat
evaluations, fish passage design studies,
and a pilot reintroduction phase prior to
implementation of the long-term
reintroduction program. In addition, the
Central Valley Recovery Plan contains
specific management strategies for
recovering SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon that include
securing existing populations and
reintroducing these species into
historically occupied habitats above rim
dams in the Central Valley of California
(NMFS 2014). The Central Valley
Recovery Plan concludes, and we
continue to agree, that establishing
experimental populations in the NEP
Area that persist into the foreseeable
future is expected to reduce extinction
risk from natural and anthropogenic
factors by increasing abundance,
productivity, spatial structure, and
diversity within California’s Central
Valley. These expected improvements
in the overall viability of SR winter-run
and CV spring-run Chinook salmon, in
addition to other actions being
implemented throughout the Central
Valley, which are described next, will
contribute to SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon near-term
viability and recovery.

Across the Central Valley, a number
of actions are being undertaken to
improve habitat quality and quantity for
SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon. Collectively,
implementation of these will result in
many projects that will improve habitat
conditions. The San Joaquin River
Restoration Program will improve
passage survival and spatial distribution
for CV spring-run Chinook salmon in
the San Joaquin River corridor. The
Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead
Restoration Project will improve passage
and rearing survival, spawning
opportunities and spatial distribution in
Battle Creek. The Central Valley Flood
Protection Plan (California Department
of Water Resources (DWR) 2011) will
improve juvenile rearing conditions
during outmigration by creating and
improving access to high quality
floodplain habitats.
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Action items identified in NMFS 2022
5-year review and in the Species in the
Spotlight 2021-2025 Priority Action
Plan for SR winter-run Chinook salmon
(NMFS 2021) include improving
management of Shasta Reservoir cold-
water storage to reduce water
temperatures and provide flows to
improve SR winter-run Chinook salmon
productivity; restoring Battle Creek
habitats and reintroducing SR winter-
run Chinook salmon to historical
spawning areas; reintroducing SR
winter-run Chinook salmon into
historical habitats above Shasta Dam;
improving Yolo Bypass fish habitat and
passage to increase juvenile survival
and rearing opportunities; improving
management of winter and early spring
Delta conditions to improve juvenile
survival; and continuing collaboration
on science and fostering partnerships to
build greater capacity to address
recovery challenges. Implementation of
these action items will advance the
conservation of the species.

Climate change is expected to
exacerbate existing habitat stressors in
California’s Central Valley and increase
threats to Chinook salmon and steelhead
by reducing the quantity and quality of
freshwater habitat (Lindley et al., 2007).
Significant contraction of thermally
suitable habitat is predicted, and as
cold-water sources contract, access to
cooler headwater streams is expected to
become increasingly important for CV
spring-run Chinook salmon in the
Central Valley (Crozier et al., 2018). For
this reason and other reasons described
above, we anticipate reintroduction of
SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon into headwater streams
upstream of Shasta Dam will contribute
to their conservation and recovery.

Existing or anticipated Federal or
State actions or private activities within
or adjacent to the NEP Area may affect
the experimental populations. The NEP
Area is sparsely populated and ongoing
State, Federal, and local activities
include forest management, limited
mining, highways and road
maintenance, residential and municipal
development, grazing, tourism, and
recreation. These activities will likely
continue into the future and are
anticipated to have minor impacts to SR
winter-run and CV spring-run Chinook
salmon in the NEP Area and adjacent
areas. Potential impacts from these and
other activities are further minimized
through application of the
aforementioned State and Federal
regulations. Dams and water diversions
in the NEP Area currently limit fish
populations in some parts of the NEP
Area. NMFS anticipates releases of SR
winter-run and CV spring-run Chinook

salmon will be specifically targeted into
riverine reaches with abundant high-
quality habitats that are not blocked by
barriers to fish passage, or impaired by
high water temperatures or inadequate
flows. The habitat improvement actions
called for in the Central Valley Recovery
Plan, as well as compliance with
existing Federal, State, and local laws,
statutes, and regulations, including
those mentioned above, are expected to
contribute to the establishment and
survival of the experimental
populations in the NEP Area in the
foreseeable future. Although the donor
sources for reintroduction are
anticipated to include hatchery-origin
individuals from the Livingston Stone
NFH and FRH, based on the factors
discussed above, we conclude it is
probable that self-sustaining
experimental populations of SR winter-
run and CV spring-run Chinook salmon
will become established and survive in
the NEP Area. Furthermore, we
conclude that self-sustaining
experimental populations of genetically
compatible individuals will likely
further the conservation of these
species, as discussed above.

2. Identification of the Experimental
Populations and Geographic Separation
From Nonexperimental Populations of
the Same Species

ESA section 10(j)(2)(B) requires that
we identify experimental populations
by regulation. ESA section 10(j)(1) also
provides that a population is considered
an experimental population only when,
and at such times as, it is wholly
separate geographically from the
nonexperimental population of the same
species. The NEP Area extends
upstream from Shasta Dam in the
McCloud and Upper Sacramento Rivers
as described above. Under this rule,
experimental populations are identified
as SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon populations when
geographically located anywhere in the
NEP Area. Reintroduced SR winter-run
and CV spring-run Chinook salmon are
only part of the experimental
populations when they are present in
the NEP Area, and are not part of the
experimental populations when they are
outside the NEP Area, even if they
originated within the NEP Area. When
reintroduced juvenile SR winter-run
and CV spring-run Chinook salmon pass
downstream of Shasta and Keswick
Dams into the Sacramento River, and
when they migrate further downstream
to the Sacramento River Delta and the
Pacific Ocean, they would no longer be
geographically separated from other
extant SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon populations, and thus

the “experimental population”
designations would not apply, unless
and until they re-enter the NEP Area.

The NEP Area provides the requisite
level of geographic separation because
SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon are currently extirpated
from this area due to the presence of
Shasta and Keswick Dams, which block
their upstream migration. Straying of
fish from other Chinook populations
into the NEP Area is not likely due to
the presence of these dams. As a result,
the geographic description of the extant
SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon ESUs does not include
the NEP Area.

NMF'S anticipates that SR winter-run
and CV spring-run Chinook salmon
used for the initial stages of a
reintroduction program would be
marked, for example, with specific fin
clips and/or coded-wire tags to evaluate
stray rates and allow for brood stock
collection of returning adults that
originated from the experimental
populations. Any marking of
individuals of the experimental
populations, such as clips or tags,
would be for the purpose of evaluating
the effectiveness of a near-term and
long-term fish passage program, and
would not be for the purpose of
identifying fish from the NEP Area other
than for brood stock collection of
returning adults. As discussed above,
the experimental populations are
identified based on the geographic
location of the fish. Indeed, if the
reintroductions are successful as
expected, and fish begin reproducing
naturally, their offspring would not be
distinguishable from fish from other
Chinook salmon populations. Outside of
the NEP Area, e.g., downstream of
Shasta and Keswick Dams in the
Sacramento River, or in the ocean, any
such unmarked fish (juveniles and
adults alike) would not be considered
members of the experimental
populations. They would be considered
part of the SR winter-run Chinook
salmon ESU or the CV spring-run
Chinook salmon ESU currently listed
under the ESA. Likewise, any fish that
were marked for reintroduction in the
NEP Area will not be considered part of
the experimental populations once they
left the NEP Area; rather, they would be
considered part of the ESUs currently
listed under the ESA.

3. Is the experimental population
essential to the continued existence of
the species?

As discussed above, ESA section
10(j)(2)(B) requires the Secretary to
determine whether experimental
populations would be “essential to the
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continued existence” of the listed
species. The statute does not elaborate
on how this determination is to be
made. However, as noted above,
Congress gave some further attention to
the term when it described an essential
experimental population as one whose
loss “would be likely to appreciably
reduce the likelihood of survival of that
species in the wild.” (Joint Explanatory
Statement, supra, at 34). NMFS
regulations incorporated this concept
into its definition of an essential
experimental population at 50 CFR
222.501(b), which is an experimental
population that, if lost, the survival of
the species in the wild would likely be
substantially reduced.

In determining whether the
experimental populations of SR winter-
run and CV spring-run Chinook salmon
are essential, we used the best available
information as required by ESA section
10(j)(2)(B). Furthermore, we considered
the geographic location of the
experimental populations in relation to
other populations of SR winter-run and
CV spring-run Chinook salmon, and the
likelihood of survival of these
populations without the existence of the
experimental populations.

The SR winter-run Chinook salmon
ESU consists of a single extant
population in the Sacramento River
downstream of Shasta and Keswick
Dams. The CV spring-run Chinook
salmon ESU includes four independent
populations and several dependent or
establishing populations. Given current
protections and restoration efforts, these
populations are persisting without the
presence of a population in the NEP
Area. It is expected that the
experimental populations will exist as
separate populations from those in the
Sacramento River basin and will not be
essential to the survival of those
populations. Based on these
considerations, we conclude the loss of
experimental populations of SR winter-
run or CV spring-run Chinook salmon in
the NEP Area is not likely to
appreciably reduce the likelihood of the
survival of these species in the wild.
Accordingly, NMFS designates the
experimental populations as
nonessential. Under section
10(j)(2)(C)(ii) of the ESA we cannot
designate critical habitat for
nonessential experimental populations.

Additional Management Restrictions,
Protective Measures, and Other Special
Management Considerations

As indicated above, ESA section
10(j)(2)(C) requires that experimental
populations be treated as threatened
species, except that, for nonessential
experimental populations, certain

portions of ESA section 7 do not apply
and critical habitat cannot be
designated. Congress intended that the
Secretary would issue regulations
deemed necessary and advisable to
provide for the conservation of
experimental populations just as he or
she does under ESA section 4(d) for any
threatened species (Joint Explanatory
Statement, supra, at 34). In addition,
when amending the ESA to add section
10(j), Congress specifically intended to
provide broad discretion and flexibility
to the Secretary in managing
experimental populations so as to
reduce opposition to releasing listed
species outside their current range (H.R.
Rep. No. 567, 97th Cong. 2d Sess. 34
(1982)). Therefore, we have exercised
that authority to issue protective
regulations under ESA section 4(d) for
the experimental populations of SR
winter-run and CV spring-run Chinook
salmon to identify take prohibitions
necessary to provide for the
conservation of these species and
otherwise provide assurances to the
people of the Upper Sacramento and
McCloud River watersheds.

The ESA defines “take” to mean
harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot,
wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or
to attempt to engage in any such
conduct (16 U.S.C. 1532(19)).
Concurrent with the ESA section 10(j)
experimental population designation,
we are adopting protective regulations
under ESA section 4(d) for the
experimental populations that would
prohibit take of SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon in the NEP
Area that are part of the experimental
populations, except in the following
circumstances:

1. Any take by authorized
governmental entity personnel acting in
compliance with 50 CFR 223.203(b)(3)
to aid a sick, injured or stranded fish;
dispose of a dead fish; or salvage a dead
fish which may be useful for scientific
study;

2. Any take that is incidental ? to an
otherwise lawful activity and is
unintentional, not due to negligent
conduct. Otherwise lawful activities
include, but are not limited to,
recreation, forestry, water management,
agriculture, power production, mining,
transportation management, rural
development, or livestock grazing, when
such activities are in full compliance
with all applicable laws and regulations;
and

1Incidental take refers to takings that result from,
but are not the purpose of, carrying out an
otherwise lawful activity conducted by the Federal
agency or applicant. 50 CFR 402.02.

3. Any take that is pursuant to a
permit issued by NMFS under section
10 of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1539) and
regulations in 50 CFR part 222
applicable to such a permit.

Process for Periodic Review

Evaluation of the success of
experimental populations will require
new monitoring programs developed
specifically for this purpose. To gauge
the success of the program, NMFS
anticipates that it will be necessary to
monitor in the NEP Area for fish passage
efficiency, spawning success, adult and
smolt injury and mortality rates,
juvenile salmon collection efficiencies,
competition with resident species,
predation, and disease among other
things. We anticipate the status of
reintroduced populations of SR winter-
run and CV spring-run Chinook salmon
in the NEP Area would be evaluated
during NMFS’ 5-year review process
under ESA 4(c)(2). During the 5-year
review, NMFS may evaluate whether
the current designation under ESA
section 10(j) as nonessential
experimental populations is still
warranted.

Summary of Comments and Responses

The draft EA and proposed rule were
made available for a 30-day public
comment period. NMFS received
comments on the proposed rule and
draft EA, which are addressed in
Appendix A of the final EA and as
changes to the final EA as appropriate.
The purpose of the comment period is
to help us better understand the
concerns of the public on the
experimental population designations,
take and take exceptions, and associated
draft EA. During the comment period,
NMEFS received 6 comment letters
germane to the proposed rulemaking,
from entities representing various
agencies, nongovernmental
organizations, tribes, and individuals.
Five comment letters were supportive of
the proposed rule. One letter, from
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
(PG&E), although supportive of
designating SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon as
nonessential experimental populations
contained several criticisms and
objections. EA Appendix A contains the
public comment letters received and our
responses. A summary of PG&E’s
comments and our responses to those
comments are presented here.

Comment 1. The proposed exemption
from section 9 take prohibitions requires
additional detail in which PG&E
requested specific language detailing
activities associated with its McCloud-
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Pit Hydroelectric Project (Project, FERC
Project No. 2106).

Response. The examples in the
Federal Register notice represent a
broad, but non-comprehensive subset of
the types of otherwise legal activities
that may occur in the NEP area that are
exempted from section 9 take
prohibitions. The list is intended to be
illustrative rather than all-inclusive.
Regardless of the types of activities
listed as examples in the 4(d) rule, if a
legal activity results in incidental take
and the take is not due to negligence,
then the activity is exempted from take
prohibitions, even if not included in the
list of examples.

Comment 2. PG&E stated that the
level of consultation with stakeholders
was inadequate.

Response. NMFS disagrees. Over the
past 12 years (starting in 2010) NMFS’
public outreach and engagement
strategy for both reintroduction and this
10(j) rule has been extensive,
comprehensive and sustained. This
includes public meetings, landowner
and stakeholder meetings, briefings and
updates with tribes, local, State, and
Federal government representatives and
government groups, webinars, podcasts
and electronically posting web stories,
fact sheets, videos and Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ) documents on
NMFS’ website. Further, in response to
concerns raised by stakeholders as a
result of the above outreach efforts,
NMFS worked with the California Board
of Forestry to amend the California
Forest Practice Rules to better align with
the 10(j) rule; worked with the CDFW to
address concerns over their freshwater
fishing regulations and the California
Endangered Species Act; and entered
into a formal co-stewardship agreement
with CDFW and the Winnemem Wintu
Tribe to jointly pursue reintroduction.
This also includes partnering and
participation in several multi-agency
and multi-stakeholder technical
committees.

Comment 3. PG&E requested
“unambiguous exclusion of
hydropower” to be consistent with
NMFS’ 2013 Middle Columbia River
Steelhead rule.

Response. See response to Comment
#1. As stated in PG&E’s letter, “the
proposed rule would exclude all lawful
activities from the take prohibition. . .
including the operation and
maintenance of hydroelectric facilities.”
PG&E also noted that its request would
be consistent with the Middle Columbia
River Steelhead 10(j) and 4(d) rule (see
78 FR 2893—2907 (January 15, 2013)).
However, in the case of the Middle
Columbia River Steelhead rule, the
inclusion of hydropower was explicitly

related to a requirement of the new
hydropower license for the Pelton
Round Butte Project stipulating
reintroduction. There is no similar
license requirement or final plan to
reintroduce SR winter-run Chinook
salmon or CV spring-run Chinook
salmon upstream of Shasta Dam.

Comment 4. Regarding the
congressional history and intent, PG&E
claimed that subsequent to the 1982
amendments of the Endangered Species
Act (ESA), the Secretary is not
authorized to reintroduce eggs,
propagules, or individuals outside of the
current range of the species without first
making the determinations required
under section 10(j).

Response. PG&E’s interpretation of
section 10(j) of the ESA is inconsistent
with the statute, congressional history
and intent. Section 10(j) does not limit
or restrict any previously held authority
on the part of the Secretary to authorize
or reintroduce species outside their
current range. On the contrary, section
10(j) expands the Secretaries’
authorities, in this case, to designate
and authorize the release of
nonessential experimental populations
(NEPs or experimental populations) of
Sacramento River (SR) winter-run
Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha) and Central Valley (CV)
spring-run Chinook salmon (O.
tshawytscha) in the McCloud and Upper
Sacramento Rivers upstream of Shasta
Dam (the NEP Area), California, and,
under the ESA, establish a limited set of
take exceptions for the experimental
populations.

Comment 5. Regarding the
congressional history and intent, PG&E
claimed that the key mechanism in
section 10(j) to afford landowner
cooperation is the provision providing
that endangered experimental
populations can be treated as threatened
species, which consequently authorizes
NMFS to relax incidental take
prohibitions for endangered
experimental populations. Further, they
asserted that this reflects the
congressional intent that species
reintroductions should be accomplished
with the support of affected
stakeholders.

Response. See response to Comment
#2; and section 1.2.4.1. of the EA.
Further, Congress viewed ESA section
10(j) as an opportunity ‘“to encourage
the recovery of species through
population re-establishment with the
cooperation of, not despite, state and
local groups” (Wolok 1996). Congress
intended that regulations promulgated
by the Services to designate
experimental populations “should be
viewed as an agreement among the

Federal agencies, the state fish and
wildlife agencies and any landowners
involved” (Wolok 1996 quoting H.R.
Rep. No. 567, 97th Cong., 2d Sess. 34
(1982)). We note that designation and
release of NEPs of Sacramento River
(SR) winter-run and Central Valley (CV)
spring-run Chinook salmon in the
McCloud and Upper Sacramento Rivers
above Shasta Dam under section 10(j) of
the ESA was formally requested by the
U.S. Forest Service (primary landowner
in the NEP area) and generally
supported by other landowners.
Findings

Based on the best available scientific
information, we have determined that
the designations and release of NEPs of
SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon in the NEP Area
upstream of Shasta Dam will further the
conservation of SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon. SR winter-
run Chinook salmon used to initiate the
reintroduction are anticipated to come
from Livingston Stone NFH. CV spring-
run Chinook salmon used to initiate the
reintroduction are anticipated to come
from the FRH. The collection of donor
stock will be permitted only after
issuance of permits under section
10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA, which includes
analysis under NEPA and ESA section
7. The experimental population fish are
expected to remain geographically
separate from fish in other populations
of the SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon ESUs during the life
stages in which they remain in, or are
returned to, the NEP Area. At all times
when members of the experimental
populations are downstream of Shasta
and Keswick Dams, the experimental
population designations will not apply.
Establishing experimental populations
of SR winter-run and CV spring-run
Chinook salmon in the NEP Area would
likely contribute to the viability of the
ESUs. Reintroduction is a recommended
recovery action in the Central Valley
Recovery Plan (NMFS 2014).
Designation of SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon in the NEP
Area as nonessential experimental
populations would ensure that their
reintroduction does not impose undue
regulatory restrictions on landowners
and others because this final rule would
apply only limited take prohibitions as
compared to the prohibitions that
typically apply to SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon. In
particular, this rule expressly provides
an exception for take of NEP fish in the
NEP Area provided that the take is
incidental to otherwise lawful activities
and is unintentional, rather than due to
negligent conduct.
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We further determine, based on the
best scientific and commercial data
available, that the experimental
populations would not be essential to
the continued existence of the SR
winter-run Chinook salmon ESU or the
CV spring-run Chinook salmon ESU,
because absence of the experimental
populations would not be likely to
appreciably reduce the likelihood of the
survival of the ESUs in the wild.
However, as described above, the
experimental populations are expected
to contribute to the recovery of the SR
winter-run and CV spring-run Chinook
salmon ESUs if reintroduction is
successful. We therefore designate the
released populations as nonessential
experimental populations.

Information Quality Act and Peer
Review

Pursuant to the Information Quality
Act (section 515 of Pub. L. 106-554), the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) issued a Final Information
Quality Bulletin for Peer Review, which
was published in the Federal Register
on January 14, 2005 (70 FR 2664). The
Bulletin established minimum peer
review standards, a transparent process
for public disclosure of peer review
planning, and opportunities for public
participation with regard to certain
types of information disseminated by
the Federal Government. The peer
review requirements of the OMB
Bulletin apply to influential or highly
influential scientific information
disseminated on or after June 16, 2005.
There are no documents supporting this
rule that meet these criteria.

Classification

Executive Order 12866

This final rule has been determined to
be not significant under Executive Order
12866.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Chief Counsel for Regulation of
the Department of Commerce certified
to the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the
Small Business Administration during
the proposed rule stage that this action
would not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities. The factual basis for the
certification was published in the
proposed rule and is not repeated here.
No comments were received regarding
this certification. As a result, a final
regulatory flexibility analysis was not
required and none was prepared.

Executive Order 12630

In accordance with Executive Order
12630, the final rule does not have
significant takings implications. A

takings implication assessment is not
required because this final rule: (1)
would not effectively compel a property
owner to have the government
physically invade their property, and (2)
would not deny all economically
beneficial or productive use of the land
or aquatic resources. This final rule
would substantially advance a
legitimate government interest
(conservation and recovery of a listed
fish species) and would not present a
barrier to all reasonable and expected
beneficial use of private property.

Executive Order 13132

In accordance with Executive Order
13132, we have determined that this
final rule does not have federalism
implications as that term is defined in
Executive Order 13132.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

OMB regulations at 5 CFR part 1320,
which implement provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.), require that Federal
agencies obtain approval from OMB
before collecting information from the
public. A Federal agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.
This final rule does not include any new
collections of information that require
approval by OMB under the Paperwork
Reduction Act.

National Environmental Policy Act

In compliance with all provisions of
the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (NEPA), we have analyzed the
impact on the human environment and
considered a reasonable range of
alternatives for this final rule. We made
the draft EA and rule available for
comments, received comments, and
responded to those comments. We have
prepared a final EA and Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) on this
action and have made these documents
available for public inspection (see
ADDRESSES section above).

Government-to-Government
Relationship With Tribes (Executive
Order 13175)

Executive Order 13175, Consultation
and Coordination with Indian Tribal
Governments, outlines the
responsibilities of the Federal
Government in matters affecting tribal
interests. If we issue a regulation with
tribal implications (defined as having a
substantial direct effect on one or more
Indian tribes, on the relationship
between the Federal Government and
Indian tribes, or on the distribution of

power and responsibilities between the
Federal Government and Indian tribes)
we must consult with those
governments or the Federal Government
must provide funds necessary to pay
direct compliance costs incurred by
tribal governments.

There are no tribally owned or
managed lands in the NEP Area. As part
of NMFS’s obligations under the
National Historic Preservation Act,
NMFS inquired with federally
recognized and non-federally
recognized tribes with potential interest
in the NEP Area to inform them of the
proposed rule and solicit information on
cultural resources eligible for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places
(letters dated Feb. 5, July 14, and July
27, 2016, from Maria Rea, Central Valley
Office Supervisor, NMFS). NMFS
invites tribes to meet with us to have
detailed discussions that could lead to
government-to-government consultation
meetings with tribal governments. We
will continue to coordinate with
potentially affected tribes.

References Cited

A complete list of all references cited
in this final rule is available upon
request from the National Marine
Fisheries Service office (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 223

Endangered and threatened species.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Samuel D. Rauch, III,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, NMFS amends 50 CFR part
223 as follows:

PART 223—THREATENED MARINE
AND ANADROMOUS SPECIES

m 1. The authority citation for part 223
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531-1543; subpart
B, §223.201-202 also issued under 16 U.S.C.
1361 et seq.; 16 U.S.C. 5503(d) for
§223.206(d)(9).

m 2.In §223.102, amend the table in
paragraph (e) by adding entries for
“Salmon, Chinook (Central Valley
spring-run ESU-XN Shasta)” and
“Salmon, Chinook (Sacramento winter-
run ESU-XN Shasta)’”’ under ‘“Fishes” in
alphabetical order by common name to
read as follows:

§223.102 Enumeration of threatened
marine and anadromous species.
* * * * *

(e)* L
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Species

Common name Scientific name

Description of listed entity

Citation(s) for listing
determinations(s)

ESA
rules

Critical
habitat

FISHES

Salmon, Chinook
(Central Valley
spring-run ESU-
XN Shasta).

Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha.

Salmon, Chinook
(Sacramento win-
ter-run ESU-XN
Shasta).

Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha.

Central Valley spring-run Chinook salm-

Sacramento winter-run Chinook salmon

* *

* *

on only when, and at such times as,
they are found in the NEP Area (from
Shasta Dam up to Pit 7 Dam on the
Pit River, McCloud Dam on the
McCloud River, and Box Canyon Dam
on the upper Sacramento River. All
other tributaries flowing into Shasta
Reservoir up to the ridge line, includ-
ing tributaries below Pit 7 Dam,
McCloud Dam, and Box Canyon Dam,
up to the ridge line would be included
in the NEP Area).

* *

* *

only when, and at such times as, they
are found in the NEP Area (from
Shasta Dam up to Pit 7 Dam on the
Pit River, McCloud Dam on the
McCloud River, and Box Canyon Dam
on the upper Sacramento River. All
other tributaries flowing into Shasta
Reservoir up to the ridge line, includ-
ing tributaries below Pit 7 Dam,
McCloud Dam, and Box Canyon Dam,
up to the ridge line would be included
in the NEP Area).

* *

* *

[INSERT FEDERAL
REGISTER CITA-
TION], 8/28/2023.

[INSERT FEDERAL
REGISTER CITA-
TION], 8/28/2023.

1 Species includes taxonomic species, subspecies, distinct population segments (DPSs) (for a policy statement, see 61 FR 4722, February 7,
1996), and evolutionarily significant units (ESUs) (for a policy statement, see 56 FR 58612, November 20, 1991).

* * * * *

m 3.In § 223.301, add paragraph (e) to
read as follows:

§223.301 Special rules—marine and
anadromous fishes.
* * * * *

(e) McCloud and Upper Sacramento
Rivers Sacramento River winter-run and
Central Valley spring-run Chinook
salmon experimental populations
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)—(1)
Status of McCloud and Upper
Sacramento Rivers Sacramento River
winter-run and Central Valley spring-
run Chinook salmon under the ESA.
The McCloud and Upper Sacramento
Rivers Sacramento River winter-run and
Central Valley spring-run Chinook
salmon populations identified in
paragraph (e)(2) of this section are
designated as nonessential experimental
populations under section 10(j) of the
ESA and shall be treated as a

“threatened species” pursuant to 16
U.S.C. 1539()(2)(C).

(2) McCloud and Upper Sacramento
Rivers Sacramento River winter-run and
Central Valley spring-run Chinook
salmon experimental populations. All
Sacramento River winter-run and
Central Valley spring-run Chinook
salmon within the experimental
population area in the McCloud and
Upper Sacramento Rivers upstream of
Shasta Dam (the NEP Area), as defined
in this paragraph (e)(2), are considered
part of the McCloud and Upper
Sacramento Rivers Sacramento River
winter-run and Central Valley spring-
run Chinook salmon experimental
populations. The NEP Area extends
from Shasta Dam up to Pit 7 Dam on the
Pit River, McCloud Dam on the
McCloud River, and Box Canyon Dam
on the upper Sacramento River. All
other tributaries flowing into Shasta
Reservoir up to the ridge line, including
tributaries below Pit 7 Dam, McCloud

Dam, and Box Canyon Dam, up to the
ridge line are included in the NEP Area.
All other areas above Pit 7 Dam on the
Pit River, McCloud Dam on the
McCloud River, and Box Canyon Dam
on the upper Sacramento River are not
part of the NEP Area. The NEP Area
extends up to the ridgelines to account
for watershed processes and ends at the
aforementioned dams because these
dams lack fish passage facilities. The
NEP Area is part of the species’
historical range. The NEPs are all SR
winter-run and CV spring-run Chinook
salmon, including fish released or
propagated, naturally or artificially,
within the NEP Area.

(3) Prohibitions. Except as expressly
allowed in paragraph (e)(4) of this
section, all prohibitions of section
9(a)(1) of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1538 (a)(1))
apply to fish that are part of the
McCloud and Upper Sacramento Rivers
Sacramento River winter-run and
Central Valley spring-run Chinook
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salmon nonessential experimental
populations identified in paragraph
(e)(2) of this section.

(4) Exceptions to the application of
section 9 take prohibitions in the
experimental population area. The
following forms of take in the
experimental population area identified
in paragraph (e)(2) of this section are not
prohibited by this section:

(i) Any taking of experimental
populations of Sacramento River winter-
run or Central Valley spring-run
Chinook salmon by authorized
governmental entity personnel acting in
compliance with § 223.203(b)(3) to aid a
sick, injured or stranded fish; dispose of
a dead fish; or salvage a dead fish which
may be useful for scientific study.

(ii) Any taking of experimental
populations of Sacramento River winter-
run or Central Valley spring-run
Chinook salmon that is unintentional,
not due to negligent conduct, and
incidental to, and not the purpose of,
the carrying out of an otherwise lawful
activity.

(iii) Any taking of experimental
populations of Sacramento River winter-
run or Central Valley spring-run
Chinook salmon pursuant to a permit
issued by NMFS under section 10 of the
ESA (16 U.S.C. 1539) and regulations in
part 222 of this chapter applicable to
such a permit.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18474 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648
[Docket No. 230821-0201]
RIN 0648-BL61

Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Improvement and
Modernization of Atlantic Surfclam and
Ocean Quahog Vessel Reporting
Regulations

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS is implementing
regulation changes to integrate the
vessel reporting requirements for the
Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog
fisheries with the reporting
requirements for all other commercial
fisheries in the Greater Atlantic Region.
These changes are intended to simplify

the regulations and make it easier for
surfclam and ocean quahog vessel
operators to submit the required fishing
trip reports electronically. This action
will result in improved administration
and management of the surfclam and
ocean quahog fisheries.

DATES: Effective September 27, 2023.
ADDRESSES: Written comments
regarding the burden-hour estimates or
other aspects of the collection-of-
information requirements contained in
this final rule may be submitted to the
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries
Office and to https://www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
using the search function and entering
either the title of the collection or the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Control Number 0648—0212.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Douglas Potts, Fishery Policy Analyst,
(978) 281-9341, douglas.potts@
noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council manages the
Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog
fisheries under the Atlantic Surfclam
and Ocean Quahog Fishery Management
Plan (FMP). The FMP has included a
requirement for fishing vessels to
maintain and submit a log of fishing
operations since it was first
implemented (42 FR 60438, November
25, 1977). Over the years, other species
also became subject to management
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) and additional
fishing vessel reporting requirements
were added to the regulations. To cover
the reporting requirements of these
other fisheries, a standardized fishing
vessel trip report (VITR) form was
developed. For a number of reasons,
including the specific requirements of
the Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean
Quahog Individual Transferable Quota
(ITQ) management system, the surfclam
and ocean quahog vessel reporting
regulations have remained separate from
the vessel reporting regulations that
apply to all other commercial fisheries
in the Greater Atlantic Region. Surfclam
and ocean quahog vessels have used a
form separate from the VTR, often
referred to as the clam logbook, to report
fishing trips that specifically target
surfclam or ocean quahog.

Detailed information about the
drawbacks of separate trips reports, the
benefits of having a single report for all
fishing trips, and the development of
electronic VTR (eVTR) in the Greater

Atlantic Region was provided in the
proposed rule for this action (88 FR
20115, April 5, 2023) and is not
repeated here.

This action eliminates the
requirement for a separate surfclam/
ocean quahog logbook and requires
surfclam and ocean quahog vessel
operators to complete the standard
eVTR instead. When a fishing trip
includes surfclams or ocean quahogs,
the eVTR application will automatically
present additional fields to collect the
required information specific to the ITQ
fishery, including the ITQ allocation
number, the cage tag numbers for all
cages being landed, and price per
bushel. This information has previously
been reported by the fishery on the
surfclam/ocean quahog logbook, so
there is no additional reporting burden
on fishermen. Overall, the reporting
burden would decrease because
surfclam and ocean quahog trips that
also land other regulated species will no
longer be required to submit two
reports, instead fulfilling all reporting
requirements through a single electronic
submission.

Comments

On April 5, 2023, we published a
proposed rule (88 FR 20115) requesting
comments on changes to the regulations
to eliminate the separate surfclam and
ocean quahog vessel logbook and
require all vessels fishing for these
species to report trips using the
standard eVTR. The comment period
was open through May 5, 2023. We
received no comments on the proposed
regulatory changes or on the impact of
those changes on the public reporting
burden in the existing information
collection approved under the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA).

Changes From the Proposed Rule

There are no changes to the proposed
regulatory updates. However, this final
rule corrects a minor typographical error
in the first sentence of the introductory
text in 50 CFR 648.7(b)(1), changing the
word “and” to “an.”

Classification

NMFS is issuing this rule pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. Pursuant to that section, this action
is necessary to carry out the provisions
of the Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean
Quahog FMP because the initial
reporting provisions adopted in 1977
have become inconsistent with other
reporting requirements in the Greater
Atlantic Region. This inconsistency has
led to an unnecessary additional
reporting burden on the fishing
industry. The NMFS Assistant
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Administrator has determined that this
final rule is consistent with the Atlantic
Surfclam and Ocean Quahog FMP, other
provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, and other applicable law, subject to
further consideration after public
comment.

This final rule has been determined to
be not significant for purposes of
Executive Order 12866.

The Chief Counsel for Regulation of
the Department of Commerce certified
to the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the
Small Business Administration during
the proposed rule stage that this action
would not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities. The factual basis for the
certification was published in the
proposed rule and is not repeated here.
No comments were received regarding
this certification. As a result, a
regulatory flexibility analysis was not
required and none was prepared.

This final rule contains a collection-
of-information requirement subject to
review and approval by OMB under the
PRA. This rule revises the existing
requirements for the collection of
information under the following OMB
Control Number: 0648-0212, Greater
Atlantic Region Logbook Family of
Forms, by eliminating the shellfish log
(NOAA Form 88-140). All respondents
and responses that would have used this
form would use the Fishing Vessel Trip
Report (NOAA Form 88-30) instead.
This form takes less time to complete
and is submitted electronically,
resulting in a small decrease in
estimated time burden and the
elimination of postage costs. Public
reporting burden for the Fishing Vessel
Trip Report is estimated to average five
minutes, including the time taken to
review the instructions, search existing
data sources, gather and maintain the
data needed, and to complete and
review the information collected.

We invite the general public and other
Federal agencies to comment on
proposed and continuing information
collections, which helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
reporting burden. Written comments
and recommendations for this
information collection should be
submitted on the following website:
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by using the
search function and entering either the
title of the collection or the OMB
Control Number 0648—-0212.

Notwithstanding any other provisions
of the law, no person is required to
respond to, nor shall any person be
subject to a penalty for failure to comply

with, a collection of information subject
to the requirements of the PRA, unless
that collection of information displays a
currently valid OMB Control Number.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 648

Fisheries, Fishing, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Samuel D. Rauch, III,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, NMFS amends 50 CFR part
648 as follows:

PART 648—FISHERIES OF THE
NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

m 1. The authority citation for part 648
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

m 2. In § 648.7, revise paragraphs (b)(1)
introductory text, (b)(1)(i) introductory
text, and (b)(1)(iii) to read as follows:

§648.7 Recordkeeping and reporting
requirements.
* * * * *

(b) * % %

(1) Fishing Vessel Trip Reports. The
owner or operator of any vessel issued
a valid permit or eligible to renew a
limited access permit under this part
must maintain on board the vessel and
submit an accurate fishing log report for
each fishing trip, regardless of species
fished for or taken, by electronic means.
This report must be entered into and
submitted through a software
application approved by NMFS.

(i) Vessel owners or operators. At least
the following information as applicable
and any other information required by
the Regional Administrator must be
provided:

* * * * *

(iii) Surfclam and ocean quahog
owners or operators. In addition to the
information listed under paragraph
(b)(1)(1) of this section, the owner or
operator of any vessel conducting any
surfclam or ocean quahog fishing
operations in the ITQ program must
provide at least the following
information and any other information
required by the Regional Administrator:

(A) Total amount in bushels of
surfclams and/or ocean quahogs taken;

(B) Price per bushel;

(C) Tag numbers from cages used; and

(D) Allocation permit number.

* * * * *
[FR Doc. 2023-18414 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 660

[Docket No. 230508-0124; RTID 0648—
XD191]

Fisheries Off West Coast States;
Modification of the West Coast Salmon
Fisheries; Inseason Action #18

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Inseason modification of 2023
management measures.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces one
inseason action for the 2023—-2024 ocean
salmon fishing season. This inseason
action modifies the commercial salmon
fisheries in the area from the U.S./
Canada border to Cape Falcon, Oregon.

DATES: The effective date for this
inseason action is set out in this
document under the heading “Inseason
Action” and the action remains in effect
until superseded or modified.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shannon Penna, 562—980—4239,
Shannon.Penna@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The annual management measures for
the 2023 and early 2024 ocean salmon
fisheries (88 FR 30235, May 11, 2023)
govern the commercial and recreational
fisheries in the area from the U.S./
Canada border to the U.S./Mexico
border, effective from 0001 hours Pacific
Daylight Time (PDT), May 16, 2023,
until the effective date of the 2024
management measures, as published in
the Federal Register. NMFS is
authorized to implement inseason
management actions to modify fishing
seasons and quotas as necessary to
provide fishing opportunity while
meeting management objectives for the
affected species (50 CFR 660.409).
Inseason actions in the salmon fishery
may be taken directly by NMFS (50 CFR
660.409(a)—Fixed inseason
management provisions) or upon
consultation with the Chairman of the
Pacific Fishery Management Council
(Council), and the appropriate State
Directors (50 CFR 660.409(b)—Flexible
inseason management provisions).

Management of the salmon fisheries is
divided into two geographic areas: north
of Cape Falcon (NOF) (U.S./Canada
border to Cape Falcon, OR), and south
of Cape Falcon (SOF) (Cape Falcon, OR,
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to the U.S./Mexico border). The actions
described in this document affect the
NOF commercial salmon troll fisheries,
as set out under the heading Inseason
Action below.

Consultation with the Council
Chairperson on this inseason action
occurred on July 19, 2023. This
consultation included representatives
from NMFS, Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife, and California
Department of Fish and Wildlife.
Representatives from the Salmon
Advisory Subpanel and Salmon
Technical Team were also present.

This inseason action was announced
on NMFS’ telephone hotline and U.S.
Coast Guard radio broadcast on the date
of the consultations (50 CFR
660.411(a)(2)).

Inseason Action

Inseason Action #18

Description of the action: Inseason
action #18 modifies the NOF ocean
salmon troll commercial fishery.

Effective dates: Inseason action #18
takes effect for the following areas and
dates, and remains in effect until
superseded.

o Effective July 20, 2023, at 12:01
a.m., through Wednesday, July 26, 2023,
at 11:59 p.m., in the area between the
U.S./Canada border and Cape Falcon,
the landing possession limit is
decreased from 35 Chinook salmon and
150 adipose marked coho salmon per
vessel per landing week to 30 Chinook
salmon and 150 adipose marked coho
salmon per vessel per landing week
(Thursday—Wednesday).

o Effective July 27, 2023, at 12:01
a.m., through August 2, 2023, at 11:59
p.m., in the area between the U.S./
Canada border and Cape Falcon, the
landing and possession limit is
decreased from 30 Chinook salmon and
150 adipose marked coho salmon per
vessel per landing week to 20 Chinook
salmon and 150 adipose marked coho
salmon per vessel per landing week
(Thursday—Wednesday).

o Effective August 3, 2023, at 12:01
a.m., the area between the U.S./Canada
border and Cape Falcon is closed.

Reason and authorization for the
action: Inseason action #18 was
necessary to progressively slow the rate
of Chinook salmon catch in order to
preserve the length of the salmon
fishing season by setting lower landing
and possession limits. The NMFS West
Coast Regional Administrator (RA)
determined that this inseason action is
necessary to meet management and
conservation goals for the 2023-2024
management measures after considering
the best available information on the
2023 abundance forecasts for Chinook
salmon stocks, landings and effort
patterns to date, anticipated fishery
effort and projected catch, the timing of
the action relative to the length of the
season, and the other factors and
considerations set forth in 50 CFR
660.409. This inseason action modified
quotas and/or fishing seasons under 50
CFR 660.409(b)(1)(i).

All other restrictions and regulations
remain in effect as announced for the
2023 ocean salmon fisheries (88 FR
30235, May 11, 2023; 88 FR 44737, July
13, 2023, 88 FR 51250, August 3, 2023;
88 FR 53813, August 9, 2023) except as
previously modified by inseason
actions.

The states and tribes manage the
fisheries in state waters adjacent to the
areas of the U.S. exclusive economic
zone (3—200 nautical miles; 5.6—370.4
kilometers) off the coasts of the States of
Washington, Oregon, and California
consistent with these Federal actions.
As provided by the inseason notice
procedures at 50 CFR 660.411, actual
notice of the described regulatory
actions was given, prior to the time the
actions became effective, by telephone
hotline numbers 206—-526—6667 and
800-662-9825, and by U.S. Coast Guard
Notice to Mariners broadcasts on
Channel 16 VHF-FM and 2182 kHz.

Classification

NMEFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (MSA). This action is authorized by
50 CFR 660.409, which was issued
pursuant to section 304(b) of the MSA,
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B),
there is good cause to waive prior notice
and an opportunity for public comment
on this action, as notice and comment
would be impracticable and contrary to
the public interest. Prior notice and
opportunity for public comment on this
action was impracticable because NMFS
had insufficient time to provide for
prior notice and the opportunity for
public comment between the time
Chinook and coho salmon abundance,
catch, and effort information were
developed and fisheries impacts were
calculated, and the time the fishery
modifications had to be implemented in
order to ensure that fisheries are
managed based on the best scientific
information available. As previously
noted, actual notice of the regulatory
action was provided to fishers through
telephone hotlines and radio
notifications. These actions comply
with the requirements of the annual
management measures for ocean salmon
fisheries (88 FR 30235, May 11, 2023),
the Pacific Salmon Fishery Management
Plan (FMP), and regulations
implementing the FMP under 50 CFR
660.409 and 660.411.

There is good cause under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3) to waive the 30-day delay in
effective date, as a delay in effectiveness
of this action would allow fishing at
levels inconsistent with the goals of the
FMP and the current management
measures.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18512 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

9 CFR Parts 57 and 161

[Docket No. APHIS-2017-0002]

RIN 0579-AE39

National List of Reportable Animal

Diseases; Revising Proposed Rule,
and Reopening of Comment Period

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Proposed rule; revisions and
reopening of comment period.

SUMMARY: We are reopening the
comment period for our proposed rule
that would amend disease regulations to
provide a National List of Reportable
Animal Diseases (NLRAD). Our
proposed rule would have required
animal health professionals suspecting
or diagnosing incidences of animal
diseases or disease agents classified as
“notifiable” in the NLRAD to
immediately report to both State and
Federal officials. During the comment
period for the proposed rule, however,
several commenters raised concerns
regarding the confidentiality of
information reported under NLRAD,
and that the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service does not have the
ability to provide Federal assurances of
such confidentiality for information
reported to States. In light of the validity
of this concern, we are proposing a
possible modification to our proposed
rule to no longer require reporting to
State officials; other existing Federal,
State, and local disease reporting
requirements would be unaffected,
however. We are reopening the
comment period for our proposed rule
to provide interested persons with an
opportunity to prepare and submit
comments regarding this possible
modification to the proposed rule.
DATES: The comment period for the
proposed rule published on April 2,
2020 (85 FR 18471-18477) is reopened.

We will consider all comments that we
receive on or before September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by either of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov and enter
APHIS-2017-0002 in the Search field.
Select the Documents tab, then select
the Comment button in the list of
documents.

e Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery:
Send your comment to Docket No.
APHIS-2017-0002, Regulatory Analysis
and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station
3A-03.8, 4700 River Road, Unit 118,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238.

The proposed rule and any comments
we receive on this docket may be
viewed at www.regulations.gov or in our
reading room, which is located in Room
1620 of the USDA South Building, 14th
Street and Independence Avenue SW,
Washington, DC. Normal reading room
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 799-7039
before coming.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Jane Rooney, NLRAD Coordinator,
Center for Epidemiology and Animal
Health, Strategy and Policy, VS, APHIS,
USDA 2150 Centre Ave., Building B,
Mail Stop 2E6, Fort Collins, CO 80526—
8117; 301-789-3064; NLRAD.NAHRS@
usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On Aprﬂ
2, 2020, we published in the Federal
Register (85 FR 18471-18477, Docket
No. APHIS-2017-0002) ! a proposed
rule to amend the animal disease
regulations to provide for a national list
of reportable animal diseases (NLRAD),
as well as disease reporting
requirements for animal health
professionals identifying or suspecting
NLRAD-listed diseases or conditions.

In our proposed rule, we proposed to
classify reportable diseases as either
monitored or notifiable. We proposed to
define notifiable disease as “‘a disease or
condition that requires immediate
notification to Federal and State
veterinary authorities,” and proposed to
require any animal health professional
with knowledge of occurrence or
suspected occurrence of an animal
disease, disease agent, or condition

1To view the proposed rule, go to
www.regulations.gov. Enter APHIS-2017-0002 in
the Search field.

listed as notifiable in the NLRAD to
immediately report such identification
or suspicion to both the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
and the State where the livestock is
located.

Commenters on the proposed rule
noted that some of the information
reported could be personally
identifiable or confidential, and they
requested assurances from APHIS that
the data would remain protected from
third-party distribution.

While processes and procedures exist
at the Federal level to protect
confidential information to the extent
allowable under Federal law, APHIS, as
a Federal agency, cannot control the
release of information reported under
NLRAD to a State. Instead, State and
local laws and regulations regarding the
release of the information would be
operative.

Accordingly, we are proposing to
modify our proposed rule to no longer
require reporting to States under
NLRAD. Other Federal, State, and local
disease reporting requirements would
be unaffected.

Lists of Subjects
9 CFR Part 57

Animal diseases, Reporting, and
recordkeeping requirements.

9 CFR Part 161

Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Veterinarians.

Proposed Regulation Promulgation

Accordingly, we propose to further
amend 9 CFR part 57, as proposed to be
amended at 85 FR 18476 (April 2, 2020)
as set forth below:

PART 57—ANIMAL HEALTH
DIAGNOSTICS AND TESTING

m 1. The authority for part 57 continues
to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 8301-8317; 7 CFR
2.22, 2.80, and 371.4.

§57.1 [Amended]

m 2. Amend §57.1, as proposed to be
amended at 85 FR 18476, in the
proposed definition of “Notifiable
disease,” by removing the words “and
State”.

m 3. Amend § 57.2, as proposed to be
amended at 85 FR 18476, by revising
paragraph (d)(1) to read as follows:


https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:NLRAD.NAHRS@usda.gov
mailto:NLRAD.NAHRS@usda.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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§57.2 National List of Reportable Animal
Diseases.

(d) L

(1) Notifiable diseases. Any animal
health professional with knowledge of
occurrence or suspected occurrence of
an animal disease, disease agent, or
condition listed as notifiable in the
NLRAD must immediately report such
identification or suspicion to APHIS.
Reporting to APHIS may be
accomplished as described on the
NLRAD website available at: https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/
animalhealth/monitoring-and-
surveillance/nlrad/ct national list
reportable_animal diseases, or by
contacting a local APHIS office.?

1 Contact information for APHIS offices can
be found on the APHIS website at https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/banner/
contactus, or in the local phone directory
(listed under Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary
Services).

* * * * *

Done in Washington, DC, this 18th day of
August 2023.

Michael Watson,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18379 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of Industry and Security

15 CFR Part 705
[Docket No. 230810-0188]
RIN 0694-AJ27

Revisions of the Section 232 Steel and
Aluminum Tariff Exclusions Process

AGENCY: Bureau of Industry and
Security, U.S. Department of Commerce.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: This proposed rule revises
aspects of the process for requesting
exclusions from the duties and
quantitative limitations on imports of
aluminum and steel discussed in five
previous Bureau of Industry and
Security (‘‘BIS”) interim final rules
implementing the exclusion process
authorized by the President under
section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act
of 1962, as amended (“Section 232”).
The changes in this proposed rule are
also informed by a notice of request for
public comments on the Section 232
exclusions process that was published
by BIS on February 10, 2022 (February
Notice). The February Notice was

directed by Proclamation 10328 of
December 27, 2021, that directed BIS to
review the Section 232 exclusions
process to make improvements,
including soliciting public comments as
part of the review process. Based on a
BIS review of the existing Section 232
exclusion process for areas of
improvement and public comments on
the current process for submissions to
BIS, BIS is publishing this proposed
rule to propose revisions to the Section
232 exclusions process, including to the
Section 232 Exclusions Portal. As part
of this proposed rule, BIS requests
public comments on the proposed
changes.

DATES: Comments on this proposed rule
must be received by BIS no later than
October 12, 2023.

ADDRESSES: See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for information on
submitting exclusion requests,
objections thereto, rebuttals, and
surrebuttals.

You may submit comments, identified
by docket number BIS-2023-0021 or
RIN 0694—AJ27, through the Federal
eRulemaking website: http://
www.regulations.gov. No other
submission methods are being used for
submitting comments on this proposed
rule. Follow the instructions for
submitting comments.

All filers using the portal should use
the name of the person or entity
submitting comments as the name of
their files, in accordance with the
instructions below. Anyone submitting
business confidential information
should clearly identify the business
confidential portion at the time of
submission, file a statement justifying
nondisclosure and referring to the
specific legal authority claimed, and
provide a non-confidential version of
the submission.

For comments submitted
electronically containing business
confidential information, the file name
of the business confidential version
should begin with the characters “BC.”
Any page containing business
confidential information must be clearly
marked “BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL”
on the top of that page. The
corresponding non-confidential version
of those comments must be clearly
marked “PUBLIC.” The file name of the
non-confidential version should begin
with the character “P.” The “BC” and
“P”” should be followed by the name of
the person or entity submitting the
comments or rebuttal comments. Any
submissions with file names that do not
begin with a “BC” or “P” will be
assumed to be public and will be made
publicly available through http://

www.regulations.gov. Commenters
submitting business confidential
information are encouraged to scan a
hard copy of the non-confidential
version to create an image of the file,
rather than submitting a digital copy
with redactions applied, to avoid
inadvertent redaction errors which
could enable the public to read business
confidential information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions regarding this proposed rule,
contact Erika Maynard at 202—482-5572
or via email Erika.Maynard@
bis.doc.gov, or email Steel232@
bis.doc.gov regarding provisions in this
proposed rule specific to steel exclusion
requests and Aluminum232@bis.doc.gov
regarding provisions in this proposed
rule specific to aluminum exclusion
requests.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On March 8, 2018, Presidential
Proclamations 9704, Adjusting Imports
of Aluminum Into the United States (83
FR 13267), and 9705, Adjusting Imports
of Steel Into the United States (83 FR
11625), imposed duties on imports of
aluminum and steel. The Proclamations
also authorized the Secretary of
Commerce to grant exclusions from the
duties if the Secretary determines the
steel or aluminum article for which the
exclusion is requested is not ‘“produced
in the United States in a sufficient and
reasonably available amount or of a
satisfactory quality’” or should be
excluded “based upon specific national
security considerations,” and provided
authority for the Secretary to issue
procedures for exclusion requests. On
April 30, 2018, Proclamations 9739 and
9740, and on May 31, 2018,
Proclamations 9758 and 9759, set
quantitative limitations on the import of
steel and aluminum from certain
countries in lieu of the duties. On
August 29, 2018, Proclamations 9776
and 9777 also authorized the Secretary
to grant exclusions from quantitative
limitations based on the same standards
applicable to exclusions from the tariffs.

The Section 232 Exclusions Process

Since March 19, 2018, BIS has
published five interim final rules (IFRs)
that established and made various
revisions to the Section 232 exclusions
process, as well as a Notice of Inquiry
seeking public comment on certain
aspects of the Section 232 exclusions
process.

On March 19, 2018, BIS issued an
IFR, Requirements for Submissions
Requesting Exclusions from the
Remedies Instituted in Presidential


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/monitoring-and-surveillance/nlrad/ct_national_list_reportable_animal_diseases
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/monitoring-and-surveillance/nlrad/ct_national_list_reportable_animal_diseases
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/monitoring-and-surveillance/nlrad/ct_national_list_reportable_animal_diseases
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/monitoring-and-surveillance/nlrad/ct_national_list_reportable_animal_diseases
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/monitoring-and-surveillance/nlrad/ct_national_list_reportable_animal_diseases
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/banner/contactus
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/banner/contactus
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/banner/contactus
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
mailto:Erika.Maynard@bis.doc.gov
mailto:Erika.Maynard@bis.doc.gov
mailto:Aluminum232@bis.doc.gov
mailto:Steel232@bis.doc.gov
mailto:Steel232@bis.doc.gov
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Proclamations Adjusting Imports of
Steel into the United States and
Adjusting Imports of Aluminum into the
United States; and the Filing of
Objections to Submitted Exclusion
Requests for Steel and Aluminum (83
FR 12106), establishing the Section 232
exclusions process in supplements no. 1
and 2 to 15 CFR part 705.

On September 11, 2018, BIS issued a
second IFR, Submissions of Exclusion
Requests and Objections to Submitted
Requests for Steel and Aluminum (83
FR 46026), which revised the exclusions
process to increase transparency,
fairness, and efficiency.

On June 10, 2019, BIS issued a third
IFR, Implementation of New Commerce
Section 232 Exclusions Portal (84 FR
26751), that revised the two
supplements to part 705 to grant the
public the ability to submit new
exclusion requests through the Section
232 Exclusions Portal while still
allowing the opportunity for public
comment on the portal.

On May 26, 2020, BIS issued a notice
of inquiry with request for comment,
Notice of Inquiry Regarding the
Exclusions Process for Section 232 Steel
and Aluminum Import Tariffs and
Quotas (85 FR 31441), that sought
public comment on the appropriateness
of the information requested and
considered in applying the exclusion
criteria and the efficiency and
transparency of the process employed.

On December 14, 2020, BIS issued a
fourth IFR, Section 232 Steel and
Aluminum Tariff Exclusions Process (85
FR 81060), which established General
Approved Exclusions (GAESs) to reduce
the number of exclusion requests for
products consistently found not to be
produced in the United States, reducing
the submission burden on both industry
and the Section 232 exclusions process.
The December 14 IFR identified 123
GAEs that had generally never received
an objection or very few objections via
the Section 232 exclusions process.
GAEs are available to all would-be
requesters for steel and aluminum
products imported under 10-Digit
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS) classifications
without quantity limit or expiration
date.

On December 9, 2021, BIS
subsequently suspended 30 GAEs in its
fifth IFR, Removal of Certain General
Approved Exclusions Under the Section
232 Steel and Aluminum Tariff
Exclusion Process (86 FR 70003), on the
Section 232 Exclusions process because
they were determined by BIS to no
longer fit the criteria of a GAE.

On January 3, 2022, Presidential
Proclamations 10327 (87 FR 1) and

10328 (87 FR 11) were published. These
Proclamations implemented an
understanding reached between the
United States and the European Union
including the establishment of tariff rate
quotas for steel and aluminum articles
imported from the European Union
member countries. Proclamation 10328
also directed the Secretary of Commerce
to seek public comment on the Section
232 exclusions process, including the
responsiveness of the exclusions
process to market demand and
enhanced consultation with U.S. firms
and labor organizations.

On February 10, 2022, BIS published
Request for Public Comments on the
Section 232 Exclusions Process (87 FR
7777) (February 2022 Notice), as
directed by Presidential Proclamation
10328. The notice sought public
comment on a variety of topics
regarding the responsiveness of the
exclusions process to market demand
and enhanced consultation with U.S.
firms and labor organizations. The
notice comment period closed in March
2022, having received nearly 100
comments. Information about the
comments received, along with BIS’s
responses, are detailed below.

Why is BIS publishing this proposed
rule?

BIS is publishing this proposed rule
to seek public comment on changes the
Department believes will further
improve the Section 232 exclusions
process, following the receipt of
comments from the February 2022
notice and then making any refinements
in the changes proposed in this
proposed rule in response to the
comments received. BIS believes these
changes will make important
improvements and is requesting public
comments to further evaluate how
effective these changes will be in
improving the Section 232 exclusions
process. This action is consistent with
the Department’s approach of
continually working to improve the
process and obtain public feedback.

This proposed rule serves two
functions. First, it seeks comments, as
required by Proclamation 10328.
Second, it responds to the outstanding
comments received in the broader
Section 232 exclusions process IFRs
detailed above. As a matter of
rulemaking, an IFR is generally followed
by a final rule. Therefore, this proposed
rule finalizes the Section 232 exclusions
process IFRs. Any further action to
modify the Section 232 exclusions
process will be taken through issuance
of a final rule.

What are the key changes included in
this proposed rule?

This proposed rule makes the
following four changes to the Section
232 exclusions process:

First, it creates a more efficient GAE
process. BIS is committed to
maintaining GAEs as a policy matter
and is using this proposed rule to
further clarify the general process by
which GAEs are identified. As noted
above, BIS issued an initial list of GAEs
in December 2020 and modified the list
of GAEs in December 2021. Originally,
GAEs had been noted by commenters
who submit exclusion requests, and by
trade associations that represent those
companies, as one of the most important
changes that could be made to improve
the efficiency of the Section 232
exclusions process. Their creation was
estimated to result in an immediate
decrease of 5,000 exclusion requests
annually, resulting in a significant
improvement in efficiency, with the
possibility of more in the future. GAEs
were identified at the ten-digit statistical
reporting number of the HTSUS that
had generally received no objections.

BIS proposes changing the criteria
that has generally been used for GAEs
from the HTSUS statistical reporting
number that have received no objections
to HTSUS classification codes (or
subproducts) with very low rates of
successful objections. The current
criteria have focused most heavily on
whether an HTSUS code has received
objections. One of the problems with
this past approach is that any party
opposed to certain GAEs could submit
objections regardless of the merits of
those objections, which would make
those HTSUS categories ineligible for
GAE status. This undermines the
effectiveness of the Section 232
exclusions process, creates unnecessary
burdens on BIS and industry, and
reduces the fairness and efficiency of
the process. BIS still believes that the
number of objections received is
generally the right criterion to use;
however, that criterion needs to be
updated to focus on the number of
substantiated objections, which is a
better metric to use and should deter
objections only submitted to prevent
specific GAEs. BIS believes that the low
rates of successful objections for specific
10-digit HTSUS classification codes
shows that U.S. industry does not
produce the products or subproducts in
question in a sufficient and reasonably
available amount or of a satisfactory
quality. New GAEs will continue to be
identified following a thorough analysis
of objections. As described below, BIS
proposes these actions to ensure the
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process for identifying future GAEs is
efficient and fair. BIS estimates that this
change could result in up to a twenty
percent reduction in the total number of
exclusion requests submitted in the 232
Exclusions Portal, depending on the
ultimate objection rate threshold and
application used by the Department.

Second, and relatedly, this proposed
rule addresses the need to create a more
efficient Section 232 exclusions process
by introducing a General Denied
Exclusions (GDE) process. GDEs have
been requested by commenters, who
submit objection requests, as an
important change that could be made to
improve the efficiency of the Section
232 exclusions process and provide a
balance to the GAE process. While it is
difficult to estimate the expected annual
reduction in exclusion requests, BIS
anticipates an improvement in
efficiency as well as increasing fairness
in the process by providing a process
comparable to the GAE process. Like
BIS’s proposed GAE evaluation, GDEs
will generally be implemented if, among
other things, the HTSUS classification
code (or subproducts) have very high
rates of successful, substantiated
objections. BIS has added various
requirements, such as certifications,
over the years to limit voluminous
exclusion requests that may exceed
potential objectors’ ability to fairly
assess the requests and their ability to
satisfy the requests, which has helped
improve the efficiency of the Section
232 exclusions process. The addition of
the GDEs will further enhance the
efficiency of the Section 232 exclusions
process by reducing the burden on
objectors and requesters with respect to
Section 232 exclusion requests that
historically have had a very low
likelihood of being approved. As with
GAEs, GDEs would be applied in a
manner that would increase efficiency
and have little impact on which
products are ultimately subject to or
excepted from the tariffs. New GDEs
would be identified following an
analysis of substantiated objections and
exclusion requests that have generally
been consistently denied. As described
below, BIS introduces GDEs in this
proposed rule.

Third, BIS is using this proposed rule
as an opportunity to modify the existing
certification language and introduce
new certification requirements for
exclusion requests. Volume
certifications were introduced onto the
Exclusion Request Form in December
2020 in the Section 232 Exclusions
Portal. Volume certification
requirements were established after data
reviewed by BIS indicated that some
exclusion requesters were submitting

exclusion requests for high volumes of
product not ultimately imported.
Continual processing of high volumes of
exclusions not utilized decreases the
efficiency of the Section 232 exclusions
process and reduces the accuracy of
data used by BIS to generate informed
policy decisions on the Section 232
national security measures. The
certification process further ensures that
the requested volume in exclusion
requests is consistent with the past and
future use of steel or aluminum by an
exclusion requester. Currently,
requesters certify that their business
“expects to consume, sell, or otherwise
use the total volume of product . . .
within the next calendar year” across
their requests, which is subject to a
verification by BIS.

BIS proposes modifications to the
existing certification on the Exclusion
Request Form. With the proposed
changes, before filing an exclusion
request, requesters would also need to
certify that they have first made
reasonable efforts to source their
product from the United States and
then, if unsuccessful in sourcing from
the United States, that they have made
reasonable efforts to source their
product from a country with which the
United States has arrived at a
satisfactory alternative means to address
the threat to the national security under
Section 232. In addition to the
certification, requesters would be
required to file, simultaneously with
their request submission, evidence of
the certified sourcing attempts. These
can be filed publicly as an attachment
to the request submission, or if the
information is claimed to be
confidential then requesters can submit
information to an email address similar
to the process by which requesters
currently submit confidential
information linked to their rebuttals.
These sourcing attempts need to have
been made within 12 months from the
date of submission of the request. BIS is
seeking comments (see below) regarding
what the evidence supporting sourcing
attempts should be and how it should
be defined. The United States has
alternative arrangements with several
other markets, including Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada, the European
Union, Japan, Mexico, South Korea, and
the United Kingdom. Therefore,
requiring certification for attempting to
source from the United States or an
identified partnered country ensures
that an attempt was made to first
procure from those partner countries. If
the sourcing attempts evidence is not
provided simultaneously with the
request submission, then the request

will be rejected. BIS is seeking
comments (see below) regarding the
appropriate form and substance of
evidence that must be provided by
requestors to support their certification
of such sourcing attempts.

Fourth, BIS is proposing similar
certification language on the objection
form to further ensure objectors can
supply comparable quality and quantity
steel or aluminum and make it
“immediately available” to requestors in
line with the standards described in the
previous Section 232 IFRs referenced
above. BIS welcomes comments from
the public on whether this standard is
appropriate for the certification or if a
different time period should be
specified. BIS is also interested in
comments on how to address
differences between different types of
products, which may require longer
periods, if a commenter suggests a
different time period be specified. With
this proposed change, objectors would
certify their intent and ability to provide
the requested product to the requester if
successful in their objection. In addition
to the certification, objectors would be
required to file, simultaneously with
their objection submission, evidence
that it has commercially sold the same
product as that which is being requested
within the last 12 months, or evidence
that it has engaged in sales discussions
with this requesting company or another
company requesting the same product
within the last 12 months. This
evidence can be filed publicly as an
attachment to the objection submission,
or if the information is claimed to be
confidential then requesters can submit
information to an email address similar
to the process by which objectors
currently submit confidential
information linked to their surrebuttals.
If the evidence described above is not
provided simultaneously with the
objection submission, then the objection
will be rejected. BIS is seeking
comments (see below) regarding the
appropriate form and substance of
evidence that must be provided by
objectors to support their certification of
such sales discussions. This proposed
change will reduce cases where
objections to an exclusion are made but
the objector fails to follow through on
supplying the material.

Each of the four proposed changes
above would add additional features to
the Section 232 exclusions process to
better ensure that participants in the
Section 232 exclusions process further
focus their requests and objections as
well as make important changes to
improve the efficiency of the Section
232 exclusions process. The proposed
requirements to provide certain
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evidence upon submission, as opposed
to later upon request of BIS, will enable
BIS to conduct more timely and
accurate certification reviews and
enhance fairness, transparency, and
efficiency in the Section 232 exclusions
process for all involved parties.

Public Comments and BIS Responses

The public comment period on the
February 2022 Notice closed in March
2022. BIS received nearly 100 public
comments on the notice of inquiry, with
one comment being deemed
unresponsive. Several commenters
referenced the imposition of duties and
quantitative limitations, questioning the
benefit of such regulations. Those
comments are outside the scope of the
February 2022 Notice that solicited
comments on the Section 232
exclusions process. BIS has previously
provided responses on these types of
comments in the Section 232 rules cited
in this proposed rule; therefore, BIS is
generally not summarizing or providing
responses to those general comments on
the duties and quantitative limitations
in this proposed rule. Some subject
matter in the comments below may
overlap generally with comments
received in response to previous BIS
Section 232 exclusions process
publications that solicited public
comments and that garnered BIS
response or were still being considered
under the last administration. However,
they were overtaken by the larger review
of the Section 232 exclusions process
that is being undertaken by the current
administration and the February 2022
Notice that provided a new opportunity
for the public to identify what
remaining issues needed to be improved
under the Section 232 exclusions
process.

The comments BIS received in
response to the February 2022 Notice
cover the same topics as the comments
from previous Section 232 exclusion
process publications. So, this proposed
rule is responsive to all those
comments. The comments described in
this proposed rule are either different
enough from comments previously
responded to in past Section 232
exclusions process publications to
warrant response or that they warrant
additional comment due to an ever-
changing industrial landscape and the
continuing effort to ensure that
administration of the Section 232
exclusions process remains fair,
efficient, and transparent.

Based on the comments received in
response to February 2022 Notice, BIS is
proposing additional steps to increase
the fairness, efficiency, and
transparency of the Section 232

exclusions process. BIS has combined
comments with similar subject matter
such that the BIS response to those
comments in this proposed rule is more
efficient. As part of this proposed rule,
BIS welcomes comments from the
public, particularly those that
participate in the Section 232
exclusions process, on whether the
changes included in this proposed rule
achieve the stated objectives; at the
same time, BIS also welcomes any other
comments or suggestions from the
public regarding the fairness, efficiency,
and transparency of the Section 232
exclusions process.

Transparency
General Concerns

Comment (a)(1): Several commentors
suggested that BIS should require public
summaries of confidential business
information (CBI) in exclusions requests
and objections. This would be similar to
the existing requirements for rebuttals
and surrebuttals.

BIS response: BIS agrees that this
improves transparency in the request
and objection stages. In fact, the system
already requires that parties submit
public summaries of CBI for rebuttals
and surrebuttal. Expanding this
requirement to requests and objections
is in line with the existing requirements
for rebuttals and surrebuttals.
Submissions of such information should
be in sufficient detail to permit a
reasonable understanding of the
substance of the information to allow
rebuttal. A party’s failure to timely and
properly provide and summarize its CBI
detracts from transparency and fairness
and can result in BIS not considering a
party’s CBI. The regulations regarding
CBI for the Section 232 exclusions
process and the submission of CBI are
found in paragraph (b)(5)(iii) of
supplement no. 1 to part 705.

Comment (a)(2): Commenters
provided input on requiring public
disclosure of delivery times on the
exclusion request and objection forms.
One commentor suggested that they
should be required.

BIS response: This is already
explicitly required under paragraphs
(c)(B) Criteria used to review exclusion
requests and (d)(4) Substance of
objections to submitted exclusion
requests in supplement no. 1 to part
705. Paragraphs (c)(6) and (d)(4) note
that it is incumbent upon both the
exclusion requester and objecting
producers to provide evidence
supporting their claimed delivery times,
from the receipt of a binding purchase
order to ultimate delivery of the
material to the domestic facility of the

requester. BIS is further proposing
language, including additional text to
paragraph (d)(4), to clarify that all
delivery and production times requested
in the objection form are not considered
CBI and must be included in the
objection form for any product that is
the subject of the request and objection.
Objections that do not appropriately
include delivery times where requested
in the public version will be rejected by
BIS.

Comment (a)(3): Multiple commenters
suggested that delivery time should
require certification.

BIS response: BIS agrees with this
suggestion. The current system already
requires certification that information
provided within an objection is factual
and supported by documentation as
needed, as referenced above in response
to comment (a)(2). BIS also notes that
everything reported by all party
involved in the Section 232 exclusions
process is certified as true under penalty
of perjury.

Comment (a)(4): One commentor
suggested that BIS should consider the
logistical challenges and other supply
chain issues facing imports in
evaluating delivery times; and that BIS
should seek clarification from relevant
parties when necessary to ensure an
accurate determination when comparing
to domestic delivery timetables.

BIS response: BIS disagrees with this
suggestion because market conditions
are constantly changing; using relative
measures for delivery time would
prevent BIS from fairly applying the
same standard across all parties to the
Section 232 exclusions process. BIS also
stresses that seeking clarification with
relevant parties would by necessity
occur through private communications;
however, it is critical that all relevant
information, including accurate delivery
timeframes, be provided in the public
record for all parties to have an
opportunity to comment on or contest
such claims. Requesters with unique
delivery challenges have repeated
opportunities throughout the process to
provide additional information in the
public record and/or could submit a
new exclusion request if facts of the
case change.

Comment (a)(5): One commentor
suggested that BIS should verify with
objectors that the products are available
on a “turnkey” basis in a commercially
reasonable time and noted that this
process may include calling consumers
or asking the objector directly about
how quickly they can fulfill a request.

BIS response: BIS does not agree with
this suggestion. This information is
provided in the record. While this
information is subject to change, BIS
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evaluates the provided information
based on conditions at the time of
submission. BIS also notes that the
rebuttal process, as well as the
surrebuttal process are intended to
allow the parties involved, to provide
updated information as the parties
respond to each other in the Section 232
exclusions process.

Comment (a)(6): Similarly, one
commentor stated that objectors who are
already operating at full capacity should
not be allowed to object.

BIS response: BIS does not agree with
this suggestion because market
conditions can and do change. For
example, an objector may be in the
process of adding capacity, so BIS does
not want to impose a restriction that
would prohibit such producers from
being able to submit objections. The
expansion of domestic industrial
capacity for aluminum and steel is key
to achieve the national security
objectives of the tariffs and the Section
232 exclusions process, so adopting this
type of a restriction would run counter
to that objective.

Certification for Objectors and
Requesters

Comment (b)(1): Several commentors
suggested that objectors and requesters
should both be required to submit
“substantive evidence regarding these
claims [the assertions they make in
Section 232 submissions].”

BIS response: BIS agrees that claims
made by objectors and requesters must
be adequately supported. BIS is
introducing additional certification
requirements on objection forms as well
as evidence requirements for objection
submissions. These certifications and
additional evidentiary requirements are
designed to address concerns of
objectors filing objections when they
cannot or will not provide the requested
product. Under the proposed
certification of objection submitted
requirement pursuant to paragraph
(d)(5) in supplement no. 1 to part 705,
the objector must certify that they
currently manufacture the requested
product at a facility in the United States.
They must also certify that in response
to a written request by the requester
during the next year they will offer to
sell and timely deliver to the requester
the full quantity of the product at then-
existing market rates and terms and in
accordance with the other terms
specified in the objection that they are
submitting. Ensuring that all parties
involved in the process substantiate
their claims facilitates achieving the
Section 232 exclusions process
objectives. As for the requesters, imports
from countries with which the United

States has an alternative means to
address the national security threat
already make up roughly 70% of steel
and aluminum imports. Therefore,
adding this certification statement not
only better balances requirements for
requesters and objectors, but will not
significantly increase the regulatory
burden on requesters.

Comment (b)(2): At least one
commenter requested BIS institute the
same additional certification
requirements for rebuttals, as is done for
exclusion requests.

BIS response: BIS does not agree that
this is necessary. In addition to the
unique certification requirements for
requesters and objectors, parties must
certify under the threat of criminal
prosecution that all information
contained in all their submissions are
complete and correct to the best of their
knowledge. As a result, any statement
made in a rebuttal or surrebuttal needs
to be consistent with the certifications
already made by the organization in the
exclusion request or objection—
meaning that including any additional
unique certification requirements in the
rebuttal or surrebuttal forms is not
necessary.

Exclusion Requests

Timeline for Requests

Comment (c)(1): BIS received a
comment suggesting that exclusions for
new requests continue to be for up to
one year, but up to two years if it is an
existing request that has previously
been granted, due to the current global
supply chain issues.

BIS response: BIS is considering this
as market conditions are constantly
changing. This change would not
require a regulatory change. Under the
existing paragraph (h)(2)(iv) to
supplement no. 1 to part 705, BIS
already specifies that exclusions will
generally be approved for one year from
the date of the signature on the decision
memo, but may be valid for shorter or
longer than one year depending on the
specifics of the exclusion request. So,
exclusion requesters already can request
longer periods for exclusion requests
and BIS already has the regulatory
authority to approve longer exclusion
requests when warranted. However, the
circumstances under which BIS would
approve a longer exclusion request must
be unique to require such an action.
Currently, the conditions are not unique
such that they require a longer
exclusion request. Also, exclusion
requesters should also be aware that
approving multiyear exclusion requests
could run counter to the objectives of
trying to encourage increased capacity

utilization in the United States. BIS
would also take that into account when
considering a longer period for an
exclusion request than one year.

Comment (c)(2): BIS received a
comment suggesting that one way to
reduce the burden on all parties
involved in the process would be to
implement a limited period each year
where exclusions can be requested for
the following calendar year.

BIS response: BIS is not making those
changes at this time, given the dynamic
nature of the markets at this time. In
addition, BIS questions whether
compressing all reviews into a short
time period would improve the overall
efficiency and burdens associated with
administering the Section 232
exclusions process.

Comment (c)(3): A commenter
suggested that BIS should collaborate
with Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) to implement a system to
automatically register granted
exclusions with CBP to help streamline
the Section 232 exclusion process and
reduce unnecessary administrative work
for both agencies.

BIS response: BIS already works
closely with CBP to quickly report
granted exclusions on a weekly basis
and ensure they are programmed
accurately into the Automated
Commercial Environment (ACE). BIS
and CBP continue to make
improvements in this area within their
existing program constraints and are
currently considering further potential
programmatic enhancements to the data
transfers between BIS and CBP. CBP
recently revised and streamlined its
procedures for activating granted
exclusions and parties should continue
to confer directly with CBP about the
procedures for utilizing a granted
exclusion.

Information Provided in Requests

Comment (d)(1): A commentor
suggested that information collected in
the exclusion process does not allow for
requesters to provide information
related to objections on their products
in previous requests. If it did, the
commenter notes, requesters would be
able to address those objections before
they occur again and BIS would have
that information at the outset, allowing
faster decisions.

BIS response: BIS disagrees with this
comment. BIS already encourages
requesters to submit this type of
information in their exclusion requests
or the related supplements. BIS also
encourages requestors to submit this
type of information as relevant when
filing rebuttals to objections received
against their exclusion requests.
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However, BIS maintains that all requests
are reviewed solely based on the
information provided in each individual
record of exclusion requests, objections,
rebuttals, and surrebuttals, as well as
any associated public or CBI
attachments.

Comment (d)(2): One commenter
suggested that BIS should eliminate
redundant or superfluous parts in the
forms.

BIS response: BIS generally agrees
with this, however, has concerns with
this suggestion in practice. Obtaining
the necessary physical, mechanical and
chemical characteristics on the
requested products ensures that an
accurate description of the products is
provided that is subject to a request.
However, BIS acknowledges that the
“full, complete description of the
product” sought in the noted up-front
section of the questionnaire, if properly
provided, provides the necessary
characteristics of the product. The
additional specific characteristics
provide further clarification on the
products but may not further the ability
of parties to review the material subject
to the request or provide further insight
into the government’s ability to
implement decisions on products
subject to the requests. Also, some
fields, such as names of ports of entry
and number of shipments may be
possibly reexamined. So, BIS will seek
public comment on this matter. See the
Request for Public Comments section for
specific information sought.

Other General Requester Comments

Comment (e)(1): A commenter
suggested that before considering any
new product exclusion request, BIS
should require: (1) evidence that the
requested product cannot be sourced
either from U.S. producers or from any
of the countries with an alternative
arrangement to the tariffs; (2) detailed
documentation that the exclusion can
only be obtained from a country subject
to the tariffs; and (3) that a good faith
effort was conducted to check
availability from both domestic
producers and from all countries not
subject to the tariffs. Absent this
showing, Commerce should decline to
process and post the exclusion request.

BIS response: BIS agrees with this
suggested change and has added new
certification and evidentiary
requirements on exclusion requesters in
this proposed rule. Requesters must
now before filing an exclusion request,
certify that they have first made
reasonable efforts to source their
product from the United States and
then, if unsuccessful in sourcing from
the United States, that they have made

reasonable efforts to source their
product from a country with which the
United States has arrived at a
satisfactory alternative means to address
the threat to the national security under
Section 232, and provide evidence of
those sourcing attempts simultaneously
with the request submission. The
process is intended to treat each party
as fairly as possible given complex
global market conditions and
specialized production unique to
individual countries.

General Approved Exclusions (GAEs)
and General Denied Exclusions (GDEs)

Comment (f)(1): Some commenters
raised concerns about whether the
adoption of GAEs made the Section 232
exclusions process too much in favor of
exclusion requesters and whether
similar changes should be extended to
objectors in the Section 232 exclusions
process.

BIS response: BIS is committed to
ensuring that the Section 232 exclusions
process is fair and efficient. That is why
BIS established the GAEs. BIS is
proposing the concept of the GDEs for
the same reason. While no specific
commenter suggested the adoption of
GDEs, per se, some commented on
related topics regarding creating a
concept, such as the GDEs. The creation
of the GDE process would ease the
bureaucratic burden in the Section 232
exclusions process for all parties and
improve the overall efficiency of the
Section 232 exclusions process.
Additional General Approved (GAEs)
and Denied (GDEs) Exclusions would
further streamline the existing Section
232 Exclusions Process.

Comment (f)(2): Another commenter
suggested that semi-finished steel
should be removed from the list of
products eligible for an exclusion.

BIS response: BIS will consider this
further; it is possible that this product
could be a GDE. To reduce public
burden and increase efficiency, and thus
be considered as a possible GDE, it
would need to fit the criteria established
by BIS for GDEs. However, BIS is not
proposing the establishment of specific
GDEs with this proposed rule.

Comment (f)(3): Several commenters
suggested specific items that should be
used as a GAE.

BIS response: All GAEs are
determined based on an internal
analysis of data regarding the items and
selection criterion to achieve the
intended policy objectives.

Comment (f)(4): One commenter
suggested that when a GAE is activated
or deactivated, there should be
notification period before change is
implemented to allow exclusion

requesters and objectors to adapt to the
change.

BIS response: BIS agrees with this
suggestion. BIS intends to adopt fifteen-
day delayed effective date before
implementing such changes to give the
public an opportunity to adjust as
needed. BIS welcomes further
comments on whether more time is
required as a notification period before
implementing changes to GAEs.

Comment (f)(5): A commenter
suggested that BIS allow for objections
to GAEs.

BIS response: BIS does not agree with
this suggestion. The public is already
permitted to provide specific
information regarding the inclusion or
deletion of GAEs to Section 232-related
rules and notices for public comment.
This will inform BIS going forward on
the changing availability of domestic
production. Additionally, BIS will
conduct regular analysis of existing
GAEs. The purpose of the GAEs is to
ensure that the Section 232 exclusions
process is as efficient as possible, while
also ensuring that BIS does not
discourage the domestic production of
any item subject to the process.

Comment (f)(6): Several commenters
suggested that because there is not a
review process, the GAEs essentially
cede entire product segments to foreign
competitors.

BIS response: BIS disagrees with this
suggestion. BIS plans to more routinely
issue periodic requests for public
comments on proposed changes to
GAEs, and when appropriate can
remove GAE eligibility in a subsequent
regulatory action. GAEs are issued based
on sustained lack of successful
objections in the Section 232 exclusions
process, which indicates that U.S.
industry does not produce the products
or subproducts in question in a
sufficient and reasonably available
amount or of a satisfactory quality.
GAE:s are based on the record of filings
in the Section 232 exclusions process,
which provides ample opportunity for
domestic industry to contest such
exclusions prior to their identification
as GAEs. Thus, GAEs are meant to cover
product segments for which there is
insufficient domestic availability.

Comment (f)(7): A commentor noted
that there should be more transparency
in the process by which BIS determines
the products to remove from the GAE
list.

BIS response: BIS provides a rationale
for the decision to remove or add a GAE
in the preamble of the proposed rule
announcing any change. In addition,
and as described above, the opportunity
for public participation and clarification
of the criteria for the addition or
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removal of certain GAEs provides
transparency and would be further
improved if the changes in this
proposed rule are adopted in final form.

Comment (f)(8): One comment
suggested that BIS should incorporate
the use of ranges for dimensions of
material across HTS codes when
necessary to simplify the process for
BIS. while also providing GAEs for
these commonly used imports.

BIS response: The Section 232
Exclusions Process is based on unique
products within HTSUS codes.
However, BIS is open to exploring the
possibility of further incorporating or
changing the use of ranges for
dimensions of material in a single
exclusion request. BIS will seek public
comment on this matter. See the
Request for Public Comments section for
specific information sought.

Section 232 Exclusions Portal

Portal and Form Functionality

Comment (g)(1): BIS received several
comments regarding the functionality of
the Section 232 Exclusions Portal. These
included the use of an auto-fill feature
for information and the ability for
requesters to save drafts.

BIS response: BIS agrees that these are
useful suggestions. The cloning feature
addresses the auto-fill request. BIS has
now implemented a draft saving feature.

Comment (g)(2): Several comments
suggested that BIS release more detailed
analyses of exclusion requests,
particularly in the event of a denial, and
any relevant internal analysis or
communication related to such requests.

BIS response: BIS assesses the
currently available public information
regarding decisions as adequate,
however, BIS is looking at further ways
that additional information can be
procured for public consumption. BIS is
committed to transparency in the
Section 232 exclusion process
decisions.

Comment (g)(3): At least one comment
requested the introduction of an appeals
process to prevent requesters from
having to file a new exclusion and
repeat the protracted Section 232
exclusion process.

BIS response: BIS disagrees with this
suggestion. BIS already provides
opportunities for requestors and
objectors to expand upon their claims
through rebuttals and surrebuttals.
Ultimately, BIS must enforce a point at
which new collection of information
ends and a final decision is rendered by
BIS. Requesters who believe they have
new and relevant information can refile
without prejudice in the Section 232
Exclusions Portal.

Processing Times

Comment (h)(1): One commentor
suggested that BIS should allow
domestic industry to file requests based
on a 6-digit HTSUS classification
number. They noted that BIS previously
started allowing domestic industry to
file requests for products that cover a
range of dimensions within a 10-digit
HTSUS statistical reporting number.
They assert that this requirement should
be loosened to allow requests for a range
of products within a 6-digit HTSUS
classification number.

BIS response: BIS does not agree with
this suggestion. The current Section 232
exclusions process is product based and
uses the 10-digit HTSUS statistical
reporting number because that level of
specificity is needed to administer the
granted exclusions and analyze the
submissions to the Section 232
exclusions process. It would likely be
difficult to implement and monitor
exclusions based on the 6-digit HTSUS
classification number without
undergoing a fundamental change to the
Section 232 exclusions process.
However, BIS has allowed Requesters to
bundle different products, so long as
their technical specifications fall within
a single 10-digit HTSUS statistical
reporting number. The more-general 6-
digit HTSUS classification number
encompasses so many products that it
would be too prohibitive to administer
and not targeted enough for use under
the Section 232 exclusions process.

Comment (h)(2): Several commentors
suggested that if objections including all
necessary public information regarding
capacity, lead time, and quality and a
rebuttal is not filed within the seven-
day rebuttal window, BIS should
consider the relevant product to be
domestically available and promptly
deny the exclusion request. Put more
simply, an objection that does not
receive a rebuttal should see the original
exclusion request be automatically
denied.

BIS response: BIS does not agree with
this suggestion. BIS is required to
analyze all the information in relation to
claims made by both the requester and
objector.

Comment (h)(3): A commenter
suggested that BIS should allow
requesters and those submitting a
rebuttal to present a full and factual
account of their efforts to source
domestically, including providing
evidence of lack of responsiveness for
repeated request for quotes from
domestic producers who continue to file
objections.

BIS response: BIS agrees with this
suggestion and encourages companies to

submit such information as part of their
exclusion request or subsequent rebuttal
filings whenever they deem such
information relevant. The additional
certification for objectors proposed in
this rule also addresses the substance of
this comment (described further below).

Comment (h)(4): A commenter
suggested that BIS should deny
exclusion requests for material that are
already available through a tariff-rate
quota (TRQ) or country with an existing
agreement in place.

BIS response: While BIS does not
agree with this suggestion, the addition
of new certification language in this
proposed rule would require that, before
filing an exclusion request, requesters
would need to certify that they have
first made reasonable efforts to source
their product from the United States and
then, if unsuccessful in sourcing from
the United States, that they have made
reasonable efforts to source their
product from a country with which the
United States has arrived at a
satisfactory alternative means to address
the threat to the national security under
Section 232.

Comment (h)(5): BIS received several
additional comments regarding
streamlining of the forms or otherwise
reducing the administrative burden
associated with the Section 232
exclusions process, such as including
notifications emails from the Section
232 Exclusions Portal as Section 232
submissions are working their way
through the process. Some of these
offered suggestions to alleviate the
issue, while others did not.

BIS response: BIS is working to
reduce the administrative burden where
possible. This feature is already in
development. BIS seeks to have
notification emails operational in the
coming months and is continuing to
review other ideas for reducing the
administrative burden associated with
the Section 232 process.

Comment (h)(6): One commenter
suggested updating several fields in the
portal.

BIS response: BIS intends to make
further changes to the portal, such as
automated notification emails for filing
status changes, fields to input additional
importers of record, and internal
process improvements to expedite the
administration of decisions. Some of the
requested changes would require
resources beyond the Department’s
staffing, time, and budget constraints.
BIS is currently working to implement
changes in the portal that can be made
without costly programming changes
and will roll those out as soon as they
are available.
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Comment (h)(7): A commenter said
that BIS should split the Section 232
portal into separate portals for steel and
aluminum.

BIS response: BIS does not agree with
this suggestion. Companies can already
filter between steel and aluminum
requests with ease. The BIS website also
includes guidance on how to use the
portal that helps provide guidance on
these types of questions.

Comment (h)(8): One commenter
stated that BIS should add an option in
the exclusion request form to include
multiple residents and non-resident
importers of record to reduce the need
for, and volume of, importer of record
change requests.

BIS response: BIS is currently
developing the ability to do this. BIS
anticipates this new feature should be
available in the next few months.

Regulatory Changes

As detailed above, BIS has outlined
the proposed changes as well as the
comments responsible for their
proposal. In this section, BIS will
describe the specific changes to the
regulatory text, as proposed in this rule.

Under paragraphs (c) and (d) to
supplement no. 1 to part 705, BIS is
proposing additional certification text.
Under paragraph (c)(5)(ii), certification
for volume requested by requesters, BIS
is proposing to revise the introductory
paragraph. This proposed change would
reduce the (c)(5)(ii) introductory
paragraph to just two sentences with the
substance of the text removed to be
added to paragraphs (c)(5)(ii)(A) through
(E), as needed. Under paragraph
(c)(5)(ii)(A), BIS is proposing additional
certification text that requesters have
first attempted in good faith in the past
calendar year to “source the requested
product from the United States and
then, if unsuccessful in sourcing from
the United States, made reasonable
efforts to source the requested product
from a country with which the United
States has arrived at a satisfactory
alternative means to address the threat
to the national security under Section
232.” Also, under paragraph
(c)(5)(ii)(A), BIS proposes text for
requesters to certify that they will
provide all documentation justifying the
above quoted text simultaneously with
the request submission. This
requirement will enable BIS to conduct
more timely and accurate certification
reviews and enhance fairness,
transparency, and efficiency in the
Section 232 exclusions process for all
parties. Similarly, BIS proposes creating
a paragraph (d)(5), certification of
objections submitted. This new
paragraph (d)(5) would add an

introductory paragraph to (d)(5), as well
as paragraphs (d)(5)(i) and (ii). These
two proposed paragraphs, similar to the
requester certification process review
mechanism, would establish a BIS
review mechanism in (d)(5)(ii), like that
proposed in (c)(5)(ii)(A).

This rule also proposes modifying
paragraph (d)(4) to specify as noted
above that delivery times are not
considered CBI and must be included in
the objection form. The revisions to
paragraph (d)(4) also specify that
objections that do not include delivery
times in the public version will be
rejected by BIS.

Much like supplements no. 2 and 3 to
part 705 that created GAE tables for
steel and aluminum articles,
respectively, this rule proposes the
creation of new supplements no. 4 and
5 to part 705. Supplement no. 4 would
list General Denied Exclusions (GDEs)
for steel articles under the Section 232
exclusions process and supplement no.
5 would list GDEs for aluminum articles
under the Section 232 exclusions
process.

This rule proposes adding a new
supplement no. 4 to part 705—General
Denied Exclusions (GDEs) For Steel
Articles Under The Section 232
Exclusions Process. This rule also
proposes adding a new supplement no.
5 to part 705—General Denied
Exclusions (GDEs) For Aluminum
Articles Under The Section 232
Exclusions Process. Both supplements
would have the same format. Each of the
two supplements would include
introductory text to explain the
selection process and the role of the
GDEs in the Section 232 exclusions
process. Any steel or aluminum articles
identified as a GDE in one of these two
supplements must not be included and
would not be considered by BIS in an
exclusion request. Like the GAEs, the
steel and aluminum GDEs will be
identified in a table under the respective
supplement. Also, like the two GAE
supplements, these two GDE
supplements would permit BIS, on
behalf of the Secretary of Commerce, to
periodically publish notices of inquiry
in the Federal Register soliciting public
comments on potential removals,
revisions or additions to this
supplement.

BIS encourages the public to
participate and request changes to GAEs
and GDEs when notices are published
seeking comments on GAEs or GDEs. In
other times when a member of the
Department of Commerce receives
comments from a party, either verbally
or in writing, regarding requested
changes to GAEs or GDEs, it is the
practice of the Department of Commerce

to document those interactions publicly
so there is a public record of such
interactions. The public record of such
interactions will include a log of the
person(s) that petitioned the Department
of Commerce, the date on which the
interaction occurred, the names and title
of all persons that were met with at the
Department of Commerce, the mode of
communication used (e.g., by email,
phone, video conference, or in person),
a copy of any written documents
submitted as part of the interaction, and
for verbal communications done over
the phone, internet, or in person, a
summary transcript of the interaction
will be included as part of the public
record. The public record for such
interactions will be made available to
the public.

At this time, BIS is proposing the
framework for identifying GDEs, but not
proposing any specific articles that
would qualify for GDE status.

BIS is also proposing technical
regulatory changes with this proposed
rule. BIS proposes the deletion of
examples found in paragraph (c) of
supplement no. 1 to part 705. Given
how long the Section 232 exclusions
process has been effective, these
examples are likely no longer necessary
or useful to the public. As a conforming
proposed change to supplement no. 1,
BIS proposes adding a paragraph (h)(v)
for regulations regarding the standard
and scope of review for supplement no.
1 to part 705. The proposed text for
paragraph (h)(v) is mostly made up of
text removed from paragraph (c)(6). BIS
proposes this change because they apply
to all Section 232 submissions, not just
exclusions requests, as they did under
paragraph (c)(6).

With the proposed addition of
supplements nos. 4 and 5, BIS is
proposing changes to the introductory
text to supplements nos. 2 and 3. These
proposed changes are to align the
introductory text of supplements nos. 2,
3,4, and 5 more closely, such that they
are more easily understood by the
public. BIS is also proposing revisions
throughout part 705. These revisions
make the regulations easier to
understand. These revisions are in
paragraphs (c) and (d) in supplement
no. 1 to part 705. Specifically, BIS
proposes: (1) adding references to
aluminum products in paragraph (c)(1)
and (d)(1), which had been
inadvertently left out; (2) removing
“either” from (c)(5)(ii)(D), making it
easier to read; (3) adding citations to
supplements nos. 2 through 5, a
reference to the case-by-case basis of
review of exclusions requests and a
sentence noting that the burden is on
the requester to show that the requests



Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 165/Monday, August 28, 2023 /Proposed Rules

58533

article is ‘“not produced in the United
States in a sufficient and reasonably
available amount or of a satisfactory
quality” to paragraph (c)(6); (4) in
paragraphs (c)(6)(i) and (ii), the term
“end user” is being changed to “user
requesting the exclusion,” a change BIS
deems is a needed clarification, not a
policy change; (5) adding more
expansive language to account for single
and multiple exclusion requests, as well
as possible approvals and denials of
requests to paragraph (c)(6)(iii); and (6)
removing superfluous language and
adding additional specific language to
paragraph (d)(4), making it easier to
understand, and by adding a sentence
stating that delivery times are not
considered confidential business
information and that objections that do
not include delivery times in the public
version will be rejected. These revisions
do not alter 232 exclusions policy.

Request for Public Comment

BIS is seeking public comments on
the following issues:

e Changing the Requester
Certification Text;

¢ Requiring Objector Certification;

¢ Additional evidence requirements
for new requester and objector
certifications (i.e., what form should
this evidence take and how should the
evidence be defined as sufficient);

¢ Change in methodology that
requires the consolidation of multiple
sizes of a specific product within a
specific HTS number and providing
relief for sizes with no objection
(comments on this issue should be
specific to the merits and issues
associated with this, as well as how it
could be administered);

¢ Eliminating redundancies in the
request and objection forms by
removing the charts and tables on
product characteristics and chemical
composition and require a “full,
complete description of the product” be
provided by the requestor in the noted
section of the questionnaire;

e Clarifying the criteria used for
identifying GAEs;

e Whether specific products (e.g.,
aluminum extrusions; boxed aluminum
foil; flat-rolled stainless steel of a width
of less than 600 millimeters, not further
worked than hot-rolled, of a thickness of
less than 4.75 millimeters; and flat wire
plated or coated in zinc) should
continue to qualify for a GAE;

¢ Creating a GDE process;

e The process and frequency with
which reviews of the GAE and GDE
processes will undergo, including
comments on how often these reviews
should be conducted and the types of

information that should be requested
when the reviews are being conducted.

See the DATES and ADDRESSES of this
proposed rule for guidance on
submitting comments.

Rulemaking Requirements

1. Executive Orders 13563 and 12866
direct agencies to assess all costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits
(including potential economic,
environmental, public health and safety
effects, distributive impacts, and
equity). Executive Order 13563
emphasizes the importance of
quantifying both costs and benefits, of
reducing costs, of harmonizing rules,
and of promoting flexibility. This
proposed rule has been determined to
be a “significant regulatory action,”
although not economically significant,
under section 3(f) of Executive Order
12866. Pursuant to Proclamations 9704
and 9705 of March 8, 2018, and
Proclamations 9776 and 9777 of August
29, 2018, the establishment of
procedures for an exclusions process
under each Proclamation shall be
published in the Federal Register.

2. The Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) (PRA)
provides that an agency generally
cannot conduct or sponsor a collection
of information, and no person is
required to respond to nor be subject to
a penalty for failure to comply with a
collection of information, unless that
collection has obtained Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)
approval and displays a currently valid
OMB Control Number.

This final regulation involves three
collections currently approved by OMB
with the following control numbers:

¢ Exclusions from the Section 232
National Security Adjustments of
Imports of Steel and Aluminum (control
number 0694—0139).

¢ Objections from the Section 232
National Security Adjustments of
Imports of Steel and Aluminum (control
number 0694-0138).

e Procedures for Submitting Rebuttals
and Surrebuttals Requests for
Exclusions from and Objections to the
Section 232 Adjustments for Steel and
Aluminum (OMB control number 0694—
0141).

This proposed rule is expected to
reduce the overall burden hours and
cost associated with the following
collections: OMB control numbers
0694-0139, 0694-0138, and 0694-0141.
This reduction is expected because of
the revised General Approved
Exclusions (GAEs) criteria and the

addition of General Denied Exclusions
GDE:s for steel and aluminum, which are
expected to result in a decrease of 5,946
exclusion requests under 0694-0139,
2,806 objection requests under 0694—
0138, and 1,946 rebuttals, and
surrebuttals under 0694—-0141 per year
for a total burden hour savings of 36,954
and 1,367,298 dollars to the public.

BIS is making a change to the
collection for OMB control number
0694—-0139 to account for a revised
certification under paragraph (c)(5)(ii)
introductory text and one new
certification that needs to be made in
the Section 232 Exclusions Portal under
paragraph (c)(5)(ii). These certification
changes are expected to be an increase
of 4,460 burden hours and an increase
of $165,020 dollars to the public. Lastly,
BIS is making a change to the collection
for OMB control number 0694—0138 to
account for two new certifications that
need to be made in the Section 232
Exclusions Portal for certifications for
objections under paragraph (d)(5)(i) and
(ii). These certification changes are
expected to be an increase of 2,806
burden hours and an increase of
$155,733 to the public. This increase in
the burden under OMB control numbers
0694—0139 and 06940138 considers the
decreases described above in the total
overall numbers.

3. This proposed rule does not
contain policies with federalism
implications as that term is defined in
Executive Order 13132.

4. The provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C.
553) requiring notice of proposed
rulemaking, the opportunity for public
comment, and a delay in effective date
are inapplicable because this regulation
involves a military or foreign affairs
function of the United States. (See 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(1)). As explained in the
reports submitted by the Secretary to the
President, steel and aluminum are being
imported into the United States in such
quantities or under such circumstances
as to threaten to impair the national
security of the United States, and
therefore the President is implementing
these remedial actions (as described
Proclamations 9704 and 9705 of March
8, 2018) to protect U.S. national security
interests. That implementation includes
the creation of an effective process by
which affected domestic parties can
obtain exclusion requests ‘“based upon
specific national security
considerations.” BIS started this process
with the publication of the March 19
rule and refined the process with the
publication of the September 11 and
June 10 rules and is continuing this
process with the publication of this
proposed rule. The revisions to the
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exclusion request process are informed
by the comments received in response
to the March 19 rule and BIS’s
experience with managing the Section
232 exclusions process. Commenters on
the past rules (March 19, September 11,
and June 10 rules) were generally
supportive and welcomed the idea of
creating an exclusion process, but most
of the commenters believe the exclusion
process, although improving over time,
still could be significantly improved for
it to achieve the intended purpose. The
commenters identified several areas
where transparency, effectiveness, and
fairness of the process could be
improved. BIS understands the
importance of having a transparent, fair,
and efficient product exclusion request
process, consistent with the directive
provided by the President to create this
type of process to mitigate any
unintended consequences of imposing
the tariffs on steel and aluminum to
protect critical U.S. national security
interests. The publication of this
rulemaking should make further
improvements in all three respects, but
because of the scope of this new
process, BIS is publishing this rule as a
proposed rule with a request for
comments.

Consistent with the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, as amended by the
Small Business Regulatory Enforcement

Fairness Act of 1996 (SBREFA) (5 U.S.C.

601 et seq.), BIS has prepared the
following initial regulatory flexibility
analysis (IRFA) of the impact that this
proposed rule, if adopted, would have
on small businesses.

Description of the Reasons Why Action
Is Being Considered

The policy reasons for issuing this
proposed rule are discussed in the
background section of the preamble of
this document and, consequently, are
not repeated here.

Statement of the Objectives of, and
Legal Basis for, the Proposed Rule;
Identification of All Relevant Federal
Rules Which May Duplicate, Overlap or
Conflict With the Proposed Rule

The objective of this proposed rule,
and all other Section 232-related rules
published by BIS, are discussed in the
background section of the preamble of
this document and, consequently, are
not repeated here. The legal basis for
this proposed rule is as follows: Section
232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 1862) and Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1979 (44 FR 69273,
December 3, 1979).

No other Federal rules duplicate,
overlap, or conflict with this proposed
rule.

Number and Description of Small
Entities Regulated by the Proposed
Action

This proposed rule would apply to all
persons engaged in the Section 232
exclusions process. BIS does not collect
or maintain the data necessary to
determine exactly how many of the
affected persons are small entities as
that term is used by the Small Business
Administration. However, BIS does ask
requestors of the Section 232 exclusions
process to self-identify if they are a
small business as defined by the Small
Business Administration. From this
data, BIS has estimated the total number
of requestors and objectors who are
likely to be small businesses that would
be impacted by changes identified in
this proposed rule.

Roughly 380 requestors self-identified
as small businesses, filing roughly
27,000 exclusion requests in the Section
232 exclusions portal since March 2022,
when we began including the option for
requestors to self-identify as a small
business. BIS does not have the same
self-identification option for objectors.
However, over the same period, roughly
100 objectors filed objections in the
Section 232 exclusions portal; many of
these are easily identifiable as being
large corporations, not small businesses.
Therefore, somewhere between 380 and
500 small businesses could be impacted
by these proposed changes. Specific
burden estimates for OMB under control
numbers 0694—0139 (Exclusions from
the Section 232 National Security
Adjustments of Imports of Steel and
Aluminum), 0694-0138 (Objections
from the Section 232 National Security
Adjustments of Imports of Steel and
Aluminum), and 0694—0141 (Procedures
for Submitting Rebuttals and
Surrebuttals Requests for Exclusions
from and Objections to the Section 232
Adjustments for Steel and Aluminum)
are detailed in paragraph 2 of the
Rulemaking Requirements section
above.

Based on the analysis provided above,
the amendments proposed in this rule
would not impose a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small businesses.

Description of the Projected Reporting,
Recordkeeping, and Other Compliance
Requirements of the Proposed Rule

The changes proposed in this rule and
the corresponding reporting,
recordkeeping, and other compliance
requirements are discussed in the
background section of the preamble of
this document and, consequently, are
not repeated here. To the extent that
compliance with the changes proposed

in this rule would impose a burden on
persons, including small businesses, BIS
believes the burden would be minimal.

Significant Alternatives and Underlying
Analysis

As noted above, BIS does not believe
that the amendments proposed in this
rule, if published in a final rule, would
have a significant economic impact on
small businesses. Nevertheless,
consistent with 5 U.S.C. 603(c), BIS
considered significant alternatives to
these proposed amendments to assess
whether the alternatives would: (1)
accomplish the stated objectives of this
proposed rule (consistent with the
objectives of the Section 232 exclusions
process); and (2) minimize any
significant economic impact of this
proposed rule on small entities. BIS has
determined that proposals detailed
above are the least disruptive alternative
for implementing changes to the Section
232 exclusions process.

Lastly, consistent with 5 U.S.C.
603(c), BIS assessed the use of
performance standards rather than
design standards and considered
whether an exemption for small
businesses was practical under the
circumstances (i.e., within the context
of the changes proposed in this rule).

This proposed rule does not contain
an exemption for small businesses from
the proposed Section 232 exclusions
process changes because these controls
are essential to U.S. national security
and BIS’ regulations apply to all parties.
An exemption for small businesses
would undermine the effectiveness of
these proposed changes.

Conclusion

BIS has identified proposed changes
to the Section 232 exclusions process.
Consequently, consistent with the
Regulatory Flexibility Act, BIS has
prepared this IRFA addressing the
impact that this proposed rule, if
adopted, would have on small entities.
BIS’s assessment indicates that the
amendments proposed in this rule
would not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities.

Please submit any comments
concerning this IRFA in accordance
with the instructions provided in the
ADDRESSES section of this proposed rule.

List of Subjects in 15 CFR Part 705

Administrative practice and
procedure, Business and industry,
Classified information, Confidential
business information, Imports,
Investigations, National security.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, part 705 of subchapter A of
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15 CFR chapter VII is amended as
follows:

PART 705—EFFECT OF IMPORTED
ARTICLES ON THE NATIONAL
SECURITY

m 1. The authority citation for part 705
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Section 232 of the Trade
Expansion Act of 1962, as amended (19
U.S.C. 1862) and Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1979
(44 FR 69273, December 3, 1979).

m 2. Section 705.1 is revised to read as
follows:

§705.1 Definitions.

Applicant means the person or entity
submitting a request or application for
an investigation pursuant to this part.

Department means the United States
Department of Commerce and includes
the Secretary of Commerce and the
Secretary’s designees.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Commerce or the Secretary’s designees.
m 3. Supplement no. 1 to part 705 is
amended by:

m a. Revising paragraphsIand (d);

m b. Revising paragraph (h) introductory
text; and

m c. Adding paragraph (h)(2)(v).

The revisions and addition read as
follows:

Supplement No. 1 to Part 705—
Requirements for Submissions
Requesting Exclusions From the
Adjustment of Imports of Aluminum
and Steel Imposed Pursuant to Section
232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962,
as Amended

* * * * *

(c) Exclusion requests—(1) Who may
submit an exclusion request? Only
directly affected individuals or
organizations located in the United
States may submit an exclusion request.
An individual or organization is
“directly affected” if they are using
aluminum or steel in business activities
(e.g., construction, manufacturing, or
supplying aluminum or steel product to
users) in the United States.

(2) Identification of exclusion
requests. Separate exclusion requests
must be submitted for steel products
with chemistry by percentage
breakdown by weight, metallurgical
properties, surface quality (e.g.,
galvanized, coated), and critical
dimensions covered by a common
HTSUS statistical reporting number.
Separate exclusion requests must be
submitted for aluminum products with
critical dimensions covered by a
common HTSUS statistical reporting
number. The exclusion request forms
allow for minimum and maximum

dimensions. A permissible range must
be within the minimum and maximum
range that is specified in the HTSUS
statistical reporting number and
applicable notes. Separate exclusion
requests must also be submitted for
products falling in more than one ten-
digit HTSUS statistical reporting
number. BIS will approve exclusions on
a product basis, and the approvals will
be limited to the individual or
organization that submitted the specific
exclusion request, unless BIS approves
a broader application of the product-
based exclusion request to apply to
additional importers. Other directly
affected individuals or organizations
located in the United States that wish to
submit an exclusion request for a steel
or aluminum product that has already
been the subject of an approved
exclusion request may submit an
exclusion request under this
supplement. These additional exclusion
requests by other directly affected
individuals or organizations in the
United States are not required to
reference the previously approved
exclusion but are advised to do so if
they want BIS to take that exclusion into
account when reviewing a subsequent
exclusion request. Directly affected
individuals and organizations in the
United States will not be precluded
from submitting a request for exclusion
of a product even though an exclusion
request submitted for that product by
another requester or that requester was
denied or is no longer valid.

(3) Where to submit exclusion
requests? All exclusion requests must be
submitted directly on the Section 232
Exclusions Portal (https://
www.commerce.gov/page/section-232-
investigations).

(4) No time limit for submitting
exclusion requests. Exclusion requests
may be submitted at any time.

(5)(i) Substance of exclusion requests.
An exclusion request must specify the
business activities in the United States
within which the requester is engaged
that qualify the individual or
organization to be directly affected and
thus eligible to submit an exclusion
request. The request should clearly
identify, and provide support for, the
basis upon which the exclusion is
sought. An exclusion will only be
granted if an article is not produced in
the United States in a sufficient and
reasonably available amount, or of a
satisfactory quality, or based upon
specific national security
considerations.

(ii) Certification for volume requested.
Effective for all Exclusion Requests, the
undersigned certifies in the Section 232
Exclusions Portal that the information

herein supplied in response to this
questionnaire is complete and correct to
the best of his/her knowledge. By
signing the certification below, I attest
that:

(A) My organization intends to
manufacture, process, or otherwise
transform the imported product for
which I have filed an exclusion request,
or I have a purchase order or orders for
such products;

(B) I have personal knowledge or a
well-informed basis to state that my
organization has in good faith, within
the past 12 months from submission of
this request, first made reasonable
efforts to source the requested product
from the United States and then, if
unsuccessful in sourcing from the
United States, made reasonable efforts
to source the requested product from a
country with which the United States
has arrived at a satisfactory alternative
means to address the threat to the
national security under Section 232.
Simultaneously with this submission,
my organization is providing evidence
of these sourcing attempts.

(C) My organization does not intend
to use the exclusion for which I have
filed an exclusion request, if granted,
solely to hedge or arbitrage the price;

(D) My organization expects to
consume, sell, or otherwise use the total
volume of product across all my active
exclusions and pending exclusion
requests during my organization’s
business activities within the next
calendar year;

(E) If my organization is submitting an
exclusion request for a product for
which we previously received an
exclusion, I certify that my organization
imported the full amount of our
approved exclusion(s) last year or
intended to import the full amount but
could not due to one of the following
reasons:

(1) Loss of contract(s);

(2) Unanticipated business
downturns; or

(3) Other factors that were beyond my
organization’s control that directly
resulted in less need for steel or
aluminum articles; and

(F) I certify that the exclusion amount
requested this year is the amount that
my organization expects to import based
on our current business outlook. If
requested by the Department of
Commerce, my organization shall
provide documentation that justifies its
assertions in this certification regarding
its past and projected imports of steel or
aluminum articles related to the past
and current calendar year exclusion
requests.

Note to paragrapl(c)(5)(i) and (ii): Any
exclusion request that does not include
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a certification made in accordance with
paralph (c)(5)(ii) or fully respond to a
request for verification will be treated as
an incomplete submission and will
therefore be rejected.

(6) Criteria used to review exclusion
requests. Except as provided for under
supplements nos. 2 through 5 to this
part, the U.S. Department of Commerce
will review each exclusion request on a
case-by-case basis to determine whether
an article described in an exclusion
request meets any of the following three
criteria: the article is not produced in
the United States in an amount that can
be delivered in a time period equal to
or less than the time needed for the
requester to obtain the product from
their foreign supplier, is not produced
in the United States in a satisfactory
quality, or for specific national security
considerations. The burden is on the
requester to show that the article is not
produced in the United States in a
sufficient and reasonably available
amount or of a satisfactory quality. To
provide additional context on the
meaning and application of the criteria,
palraphs (c)(6)(i) through (iii) of this
supplement define keys terms used in
the review criteria. The U.S. Department
of Commerce will use the same criteria
identified inlIragraphs (c)(6)(i) through
(iii) of this supplement when
determining whether it is warranted to
approve broader product-based
exclusions based on trends the
Department may see over time with
Section 232 submissions. Items for
which a broader determination has been
made will be identified in supplements
no. 2 or 3 to part 705.

(i) Not produced in the United States
in a sufficient and reasonably available
amount. The exclusion review criterion
“Not produced in the United States in
a sufficient and reasonably available
amount” means that the amount that is
needed by the user requesting the
exclusion is not available immediately
in the United States to meet its specified
business activities. Available
“immediately” means that a product
(whether it is currently being produced
in the United States, or could be
produced in the United States) can be
produced and delivered by a U.S.
producer “within eight weeks” from the
receipt of a binding purchase order, or,
if that is not possible, by a date earlier
than the time required for the requester
to obtain the entire quantity of the
product from the requester’s foreign
supplier. Furthermore, to the extent that
an objector can produce and deliver a
portion, which is less than 100 percent,
but ten percent or more, of the amount
of steel or aluminum needed in the
business activities of the user requesting

the exclusion in the United States
described in the exclusion request, the
Department of Commerce may deny a
requested exclusion for that percentage
of imported steel or aluminum. It is
incumbent upon both the exclusion
requester, and objecting producers, to
provide evidence supporting their
claimed delivery times.

(ii) Not produced in the United States
in a satisfactory quality. The exclusion
review criterion ‘“not produced in the
United States in a satisfactory quality”
does not mean the steel or aluminum
needs to be identical, but it does need
to be equivalent as a substitute product.
“Substitute product” for purposes of
this review criterion means that the
steel or aluminum being produced by an
objector can meet “immediately” Ie
paragraph (c)(6)(i) of this supplement)
the quality, regulatory, or testing
standards for the U.S.-produced steel to
be used in the business activity in the
United States of the user requesting the
exclusion.

(iii) For specific national security
considerations. The exclusion review
criterion ““or for specific national
security considerations” is intended to
allow the U.S. Department of
Commerce, in consultation with other
parts of the U.S. Government as
warranted, to make determinations
whether a particular exclusion request
or class of exclusion requests should be
approved or denied based on specific
national security considerations.

(d) Objections to submitted exclusion
requests—(1) Who may submit an
objection to a submitted exclusion
request? Any individual or organization
that manufactures steel or aluminum
articles in the United States may file
objections to steel or aluminum
exclusion requests, but the U.S.
Department of Commerce will only
consider information directly related to
the submitted exclusion request that is
the subject of the objection.

(2) Identification of objections to
submitted exclusion requests. When
submitting an objection to a submitted
exclusion request, the objector must
locate the exclusion request and submit
the objection in response to the request
directly in the Section 232 Exclusions
Portal. Once the relevant exclusion
request has been located, an individual
or organization that would like to
submit an objection will access the
objection form by scrolling to the
bottom of the exclusion request form
and then fill out the web-based form for
submitting their objection to the
exclusion request in the Section 232
Exclusions Portal (https://
www.commerce.gov/page/section-232-
investigations).

(3) Time limit for submitting
objections to submitted exclusions
requests. All objections to submitted
exclusion requests must be submitted
directly on the Section 232 Exclusions
Portal (https://www.commerce.gov/
page/section-232-investigations) no later
than 30 days after the related exclusion
request is posted, with the 30-day clock
starting at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on
the calendar day an exclusion request is
posted.

(4) Substance of objections to
submitted exclusion requests. The
objection should clearly identify, and
provide support for, its opposition to
the proposed exclusion, with reference
to the specific basis identified in, and
the support provided for, the submitted
exclusion request. The objector must be
able to specifically identify from where
and in what timeframe it can produce
and deliver the requested product or a
suitable substitute in the quantity
requested and whether it can produce
and deliver such product
“immediately”” with reference to the
time required for the requester to obtain
the product from its foreign suppliers.
The objector must specifically identify
from where and in what timeframe it
will be able to produce and deliver to
the requester the quantity of steel or
aluminum requested. It is incumbent on
both the exclusion requester, and the
objecting producers, to accurately set
forth the time needed for themselves or
their supplier to produce and deliver
the product or a suitable substitute
product, from the receipt of a binding
purchase order to ultimate delivery of
the material to the domestic facility of
the requester, and to provide
supplemental evidence supporting these
claimed timeframes. If the objector does
not currently produce the requested
steel or aluminum product, but
anticipates starting or restarting
production of the product or its
substitute in the future, the objector
must provide as part of the objection a
summary timeline that specifies the
steps that will occur over the time
needed to produce that steel or
aluminum product. This information
will assist not only the Department of
Commerce in its review of the objection,
but also the requester of the exclusion
in determining whether to file a rebuttal
to the objection. The above-specified
timeframes are not considered CBI and
must be reported where requested in the
public objection form. Objections that
do not include these timeframes in the
public version will be rejected by BIS.

(5) Certification of objection
submitted. Effective for all Objections,
the undersigned certifies in the Section
232 Exclusions Portal that the
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information herein supplied in response
to this questionnaire is complete and
correct to the best of his/her knowledge.
By signing the certification below, I
attest that:

(i) My organization currently
manufactures the requested product at a
facility in the United States and, in
response to a written request by the
requester occurring within the year, will
offer to sell and make ‘immediately
available’ to the requester the full
quantity of the product at then-existing
market rates and terms and in
accordance with the other terms in this
Obijection.

(ii) Simultaneously with this
objection, my organization is submitting
evidence that it has commercially sold
the same product as that which is being
requested within the last 12 months, or
evidence that it has engaged in sales
discussions with this requesting
company or company requesting the
same product within the last 12 months.
* * * * *

(h) Disposition of Section 232

submissions—
* * * * *
2 * x %

(v) Standard and scope of review. The
review of individual exclusion requests
for products not covered by the
categorical authorizations under
supplements nos. 2 or 3, by exclusions
denials under supplements nos. 4 and 5,
or decided for national security
considerations, will be made on a case-
by-case basis to determine whether,

consistent with these regulations, the
requester has shown that the subject
article should be excluded from the
tariffs imposed by Section 232.

* * * * *

m 4. Supplement No. 4 to part 705 is
added to read as follows:

Supplement No. 4 to Part 705—General
Denied Exclusions (GDEs) for Steel
Articles Under the Section 232
Exclusions Process

This supplement identifies certain
steel articles for import for which no
request for exclusion from the Section
232 tariffs will be granted or considered
by Commerce because requests to
exclude these articles are covered by a
General Denied Exclusion (GDE). The
Secretary of Commerce, in consultation
with the Secretary of Defense, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary
of State, the United States Trade
Representative, the Assistant to the
President for Economic Policy, the
Assistant to the President for National
Security Affairs, and other senior
Executive Branch officials as
appropriate, makes these determinations
that certain steel articles may be
excluded from the Section 232
exclusions process under a GDE
consistent with the objectives of the
Section 232 Exclusions Process as
outlined in supplement no. 1 to this
part. The GDEs described in this
supplement apply to any exclusion
requester. GDEs do not include quantity
limits. Each GDE identifier will be

effective fifteen calendar days after
publication of a Federal Register notice
either adding or revising a specific GDE
identifier. For exclusion requests
already in the portal at the time a
Federal Register notice is published
identifying a new GDE and up until the
effective date of the new GDE, the
Section 232 Exclusions Portal will still
allow for the submission of objections
for these steel articles. The Commerce
review of such exclusion requests will
be informed by the fact that these steel
articles will soon be identified as GDEs.
Once a GDE becomes effective, the
Section 232 Exclusion Portal will
prohibit persons from being able to
submit exclusion requests for these
identified GDEs. These GDEs are
indefinite in length, but the Department
of Commerce on behalf of the Secretary
of Commerce may at any time issue a
Federal Register notice removing,
revising or adding to an existing GDE in
this supplement as warranted to align
with the objectives of the Section 232
exclusions process as described in
supplement no. 1 to this part. GDEs are
limited to steel articles that have
consistently not been approved for
exclusions under the Section 232
exclusions. The Department of
Commerce on behalf of the Secretary of
Commerce may periodically publish
notices of inquiry in the Federal
Register soliciting public comments on
potential removals, revisions or
additions to this supplement.

GDE Identifier.

uct level).

Description of Steel That May Not Be Requested in an
Exclusion Request (at 10-digit Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) statistical
reporting number or more narrowly defined at prod-

Other Limitations.

Federal Register Citation.

m 4. Supplement No. 5 to part 705 is
added to read as follows:

Supplement No. 5 to Part 705—General
Denied Exclusions (GDEs) for
Aluminum Articles Under the Section
232 Exclusions Process

This supplement identifies aluminum
articles that may not be included in the
Section 232 exclusion requests because
these articles have been denied from
import under a General Denied
Exclusion (GDE). The Secretary of
Commerce, in consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
the Treasury, the Secretary of State, the
United States Trade Representative, the
Assistant to the President for Economic
Policy, the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs, and other
senior Executive Branch officials as

appropriate, makes these determinations
that certain aluminum articles are
excluded from the Section 232
exclusions process by being identified
under a GDE consistent with the
objectives of the Section 232 exclusions
process as outlined in supplement no. 1
to this part. GDEs are limited to
aluminum articles that have
consistently not been approved for
exclusions under the Section 232
exclusions. Because these aluminum
articles have consistently not been
approved, it has been determined by the
relevant agencies to be warranted to
exclude these identified articles from
the Section 232 exclusions process.
Inclusion of these articles as GDEs will
ease the burden on objectors from
having to review exclusions requesters
where it has already been demonstrated

consistently that such articles should
not be approved in exclusion requests.
The GDEs described in this supplement
apply to any exclusion requester. GDEs
do not include quantity limits. Each
GDE identifier will be effective fifteen
calendar days after publication of a
Federal Register notice either adding or
revising a specific GDE identifier. For
exclusion requests already in process at
the time a Federal Register notice is
published identifying a new GDE and
up until the effective date of the new
GDE, the Section 232 Exclusions Portal
will still allow for the submission of
exclusion requests for these aluminum
articles. The Commerce review of such
exclusion requests will be informed by
the fact that these aluminum articles
will soon be identified as GDEs. Once a
GDE becomes effective, the Section 232
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Exclusion Portal will prohibit persons
from being able to submit exclusion
requests for these identified GDEs.
These GDEs are indefinite in length, but
the Department of Commerce on behalf
of the Secretary of Commerce may at
any time issue a Federal Register notice

removing, revising or adding to an
existing GDE in this supplement as
warranted to align with the objectives of
the Section 232 exclusions process as
described in supplement no. 1 to this
part. The Department of Commerce on
behalf of the Secretary of Commerce

may periodically publish notices of
inquiry in the Federal Register
soliciting public comments on potential
removals, revisions or additions to this
supplement.

GDE Identifier.

product level).

Description of Aluminum That May Not Be Requested
in an Exclusion Request (at 10-digit Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) statis-
tical reporting number or more narrowly defined at

Other Limitations.

Federal Register Citation.

Matthew S. Borman,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Export
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2023-18328 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-33-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R09-OAR-2022-0925; FRL—10943—
01-R9]

Air Quality Implementation Plan;
California; Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District; Stationary
Source Permits

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is proposing to approve a
revision to the Great Basin Unified Air
Pollution Control District (GBUAPCD or
“District”) portion of the California
State Implementation Plan (SIP). In this
action, we are proposing to approve one
rule governing the issuance of permits
for new and modified major sources in
nonattainment areas under part D of
title I of the Clean Air Act (CAA or ‘“the
Act”) in the District. We are also
proposing to find that PM, precursors
are not significant contributors to PM;o
levels in the Mono Basin, as the
majority of direct PM emissions come
from dry lake beds. We are taking

comments on this proposal and a final
action will follow.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before September 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R09—
OAR-2022-0925 at https://
www.regulations.gov. For comments
submitted at Regulations.gov, follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments. Once submitted, comments
cannot be removed or edited from
Regulations.gov. For either manner of
submission, the EPA may publish any
comment received to its public docket.
Do not submit electronically any
information you consider to be
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information the disclosure of
which is restricted by statute.
Multimedia submissions (audio, video,
etc.) must be accompanied by a written
comment. The written comment is
considered the official comment and
should include discussion of all points
you wish to make. The EPA will
generally not consider comments or
comment contents located outside of the
primary submission (i.e., on the web,
cloud, or other file sharing system). For
additional submission methods, please
contact the person identified in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.
For the full EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI and multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
https://www2.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets. If you need

TABLE 1—SUBMITTED RULE

assistance in a language other than
English or if you are a person with
disabilities who needs a reasonable
accommodation at no cost to you, please
contact the person identified in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nidia Trejo, EPA Region IX, 75
Hawthorne St., San Francisco, CA
94105. By phone: (415) 972-3968, or by
email at trejo.nidia@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document, the terms
“we,” “us,” and “‘our” refer to the EPA.

Table of Contents

1. The State’s Submittal
A. What rule did the State submit?
B. Is there another version of this rule?
C. What is the purpose of the submitted
rule?
II. The EPA’s Evaluation
A. What is the background for this
proposal?
B. How is the EPA evaluating the rule?
C. Does the rule meet the evaluation
criteria?
D. EPA Recommendations To Further
Improve the Rule
I1I. Proposed Action and Public Comment
IV. Incorporation by Reference
V. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews

I. The State’s Submittal

A. What rule did the State submit?
Table 1 lists the rule addressed by this

proposal including the date it was

adopted by the District and the date on

which it was submitted to the EPA by

the California Air Resources Board
(CARB or “‘the State”).

Rule No.

Rule title

Adopted Submitted

Rule 222

NSR Requirements for New and Modified Major Sources in Nonattain-
ment Areas.

01/06/22 07/05/22

On January 5, 2023, the submittal for
District Rule 222 was deemed by
operation of law to meet the
completeness criteria in 40 CFR part 51,

appendix V, which must be met before
formal EPA review.

B. Is there another version of this rule?

There is no previous version of Rule
222 in the California SIP.


https://www2.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets
https://www2.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:trejo.nidia@epa.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
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C. What is the purpose of the submitted
rule?

Rule 222 is intended to address the
CAA'’s statutory and regulatory
requirements for Nonattainment New
Source Review (NNSR) permit programs
for major sources emitting
nonattainment air pollutants and their
precursors.

II. The EPA’s Evaluation

A. What is the background for this
proposal?

Historically, the District had four
designated PM,o nonattainment areas,
including the Owens Valley and Coso
Junction Planning Areas in Inyo County,
CA, and the Mono Basin and Mammoth
Lake Planning Areas in Mono County,
CA. Currently, however, only the Mono
Basin and Owens Valley Planning Areas
are designated nonattainment for PM;.
The designation of the Mono Basin and
Owens Valley Planning Areas as federal
PM; nonattainment areas triggered the
requirement for the District to develop
and submit an NNSR program to the
EPA for approval into the California SIP.
The District’'s NNSR program must
satisfy the NNSR requirements
applicable to a Moderate PM;
nonattainment area for the Mono Basin
and a Serious PM;o nonattainment area
for the Owens Valley.

Our Technical Support Document
(TSD) for this action contains additional
information regarding the history of the
District’s PM o nonattainment areas. The
District is designated attainment/
unclassifiable for all other NAAQS.

B. How is the EPA evaluating the rule?

The EPA reviewed Rule 222 for
compliance with CAA requirements for:
(1) stationary source preconstruction
permitting programs as set forth in CAA
part D, including CAA sections 172(c)(5)
and 173; (2) the review and
modification of major sources in
accordance with 40 CFR 51.160-51.165
as applicable in Moderate and Serious
PM,o nonattainment areas; (3) the
review of new major stationary sources
or major modifications in a designated
nonattainment area that may have an
impact on visibility in any mandatory
Class I Federal area in accordance with
40 CFR 51.307; (4) SIPs in general as set
forth in CAA sections 110(a)(2),
including 110(a)(2)(A) and
110(a)(2)(E)(1); * and (5) SIP revisions as

1CAA section 110(a)(2)(A) requires that
regulations submitted to the EPA for SIP approval
be clear and legally enforceable, and CAA section
110(a)(2)(E)(i) requires that states have adequate
personnel, funding, and authority under state law
to carry out their proposed SIP revisions.

set forth in CAA section 110(1) 2 and
193.3 Our review evaluated the
submittals for compliance with the
NNSR requirements applicable to
nonattainment areas designated
Moderate and Serious, and ensured that
the submittals addressed the NNSR
requirements for the 1987 PM;¢
NAAQS.

C. Does the rule meet the evaluation
criteria?

With respect to procedural
requirements, CAA sections 110(a)(2)
and 110(l) require that revisions to a SIP
be adopted by the state after reasonable
notice and public hearing. Based on our
review of the public process
documentation included in the July 5,
2022 submittal of Rule 222, we find that
the District has provided sufficient
evidence of public notice, opportunity
for comment, and a public hearing prior
to adoption and submittal of this rule to
the EPA.

With respect to the substantive
requirements found in CAA sections
172(c)(5), 173, 189 and 40 CFR 51.160—
51.165, we have evaluated Rule 222 in
accordance with the applicable CAA
and regulatory requirements that apply
to NNSR permit programs under part D
of title I of the Act for the 1987 PM,o
NAAQS. We find that Rule 222 satisfies
these requirements as they apply to
sources subject to NNSR permit program
requirements applicable to Moderate
and Serious PM( nonattainment areas.
As part of our determination, we relied
on a previous finding from our 2016
final action approving the Owens Valley
1987 PM, attainment plan that PM;,
precursors are not significant
contributors to PM¢ in the area,* and a
comparative analysis of emission
sources in the Mono Basin to determine
that PM,o precursors are also not
significant contributors to PM¢ in the
Mono Basin.b

We have also determined that this
rule satisfies the related visibility

2GAA section 110(1) requires SIP revisions to be
subject to reasonable notice and public hearing
prior to adoption and submittal by states to EPA
and prohibits EPA from approving any SIP revision
that would interfere with any applicable
requirement concerning attainment and reasonable
further progress, or any other applicable
requirement of the CAA.

3CAA section 193 prohibits the modification of
any SIP-approved control requirement in effect
before November 15, 1990, in a nonattainment area,
unless the modification ensures equivalent or
greater emission reductions of the relevant
pollutants.

482 FR 13390, (March 13, 2017). See also 81 FR
89407, (December 12, 2016).

5See GBUAPCD 1995 PM,, State Implementation
Plan for Mono Basin Planning Area, Table 4.1—
PM,o Emissions Summary; see also 82 FR 13390
(Mar. 13, 2017).

requirements in 40 CFR 51.307. In
addition, we find that Rule 222 satisfies
the requirement in CAA section
110(a)(2)(A) that regulations submitted
to the EPA for SIP approval be clear and
legally enforceable and that the
submittal demonstrates in accordance
with CAA section 110(a)(2)(E)(@i) that the
Districts have adequate personnel,
funding, and authority under state law
to carry out the proposed SIP revision.

Regarding the additional substantive
requirements of CAA sections 110(1) and
193, our action will result in a more
stringent SIP, while not relaxing any
existing provision contained in the SIP.
We have concluded that our action
would comply with section 110(1)
because our approval of Rule 222 will
not interfere with any applicable
requirement concerning attainment and
reasonable further progress, or any other
CAA applicable requirement. In
addition, our approval of Rule 222 will
not relax any pre-November 15, 1990
requirement in the SIP, and therefore
changes to the SIP resulting from this
action ensure greater or equivalent
emission reductions of PM,q and its
precursors in the District; accordingly,
our action is consistent with the
requirements of CAA section 193.

Our TSD, which can be found in the
docket for this rule, contains a more
detailed discussion of our analysis of
Rule 222.

D. EPA Recommendations To Further
Improve the Rule

The TSD also includes
recommendations for an additional
clarifying revision to consider for
adoption when the District next
modifies Rule 222.

III. Proposed Action and Public
Comment

As authorized in sections 110(k)(3)
and 301(a) of the Act, the EPA is
proposing approval of the submitted
rule because it fulfills the relevant CAA
requirements and strengthens the SIP.
We have concluded that our approval of
the submitted rule would comply with
the relevant provisions of CAA sections
110(a)(2), 110(), 172(c)(5), 173, 189, and
193, and 40 CFR 51.160-51.165 and 40
CFR 51.307.

If we finalize this action as proposed,
our action will be codified through
revisions to 40 CFR 52.220a
(Identification of plan—in part). This
action would incorporate the submitted
rule into the SIP. In conjunction with
the EPA’s SIP approval of the District’s
visibility provisions for sources subject
to the NNSR program as meeting the
relevant requirements of 40 CFR 51.307,
this action would also revise the
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regulatory provision at 40 CFR 52.281(d)
concerning the applicability of the
visibility Federal Implementation Plan
(FIP) at 40 CFR 52.28 as it pertains to
California, to provide that this FIP does
not apply to sources subject to review
under the District’s SIP-approved NNSR
program.

We will accept comments from the
public on this proposal until September
27,2023.

IV. Incorporation by Reference

In this rule, the EPA is proposing to
include in a final EPA rule regulatory
text that includes incorporation by
reference. In accordance with
requirements of 1 CFR 51.5, the EPA is
proposing to incorporate by reference
the GBUAPCD rule listed in Table 1 of
this preamble, which regulates the
issuance of permits for new and
modified major sources in
nonattainment areas in the District. The
EPA has made, and will continue to
make, this document available
electronically through https://
www.regulations.gov and in hard copy
at the EPA Region IX Office (please
contact the person identified in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section of
this preamble for more information).

V. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Under the Clean Air Act, the
Administrator is required to approve a
SIP submission that complies with the
provisions of the Act and applicable
federal regulations. 42 U.S.C. 7410(k);
40 CFR 52.02(a). Thus, in reviewing SIP
submissions, the EPA’s role is to
approve state choices, provided that
they meet the criteria of the Clean Air
Act. Accordingly, this proposed action
merely proposes to approve state law as
meeting federal requirements and does
not impose additional requirements
beyond those imposed by state law. For
that reason, this proposed action:

¢ Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to review by the Office of
Management and Budget under
Executive Orders 12866 (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993) and 14094 (88 FR
21879, April 11, 2023);

¢ Does not impose an information
collection burden under the provisions
of the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.);

e Is certified as not having a
significant economic impact on a

substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

¢ Does not contain any unfunded
mandate or significantly or uniquely
affect small governments, as described
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (Pub. L. 104—4);

¢ Does not have federalism
implications as specified in Executive
Order 13132 (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999);

¢ Is not subject to Executive Order
13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997)
because it proposes to approve a state
program;

¢ Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to Executive Order 13211 (66 FR
28355, May 22, 2001); and

¢ Is not subject to requirements of
Section 12(d) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement
Act of 1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note) because
application of those requirements would
be inconsistent with the Clean Air Act.

In addition, the SIP is not approved
to apply on any Indian reservation land
or in any other area where the EPA or
an Indian tribe has demonstrated that a
tribe has jurisdiction. In those areas of
Indian country, the rule does not have
tribal implications and will not impose
substantial direct costs on tribal
governments or preempt tribal law as
specified by Executive Order 13175 (65
FR 67249, November 9, 2000).

Executive Order 12898 (Federal
Actions to Address Environmental
Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations, 59 FR 7629,
Feb. 16, 1994) directs Federal agencies
to identify and address
‘“disproportionately high and adverse
human health or environmental effects”
of their actions on minority populations
and low-income populations to the
greatest extent practicable and
permitted by law. The EPA defines
environmental justice (EJ) as “the fair
treatment and meaningful involvement
of all people regardless of race, color,
national origin, or income with respect
to the development, implementation,
and enforcement of environmental laws,
regulations, and policies.” The EPA
further defines the term fair treatment to
mean that “no group of people should
bear a disproportionate burden of
environmental harms and risks,
including those resulting from the
negative environmental consequences of
industrial, governmental, and

commercial operations or programs and
policies.”

The District did not evaluate
environmental justice considerations as
part of its SIP submittal; the CAA and
applicable implementing regulations
neither prohibit nor require such an
evaluation. The EPA did not perform an
EJ analysis and did not consider EJ in
this action. Consideration of EJ is not
required as part of this action, and there
is no information in the record
inconsistent with the stated goals of
E.O. 12898 of achieving environmental
justice for people of color, low-income
populations, and indigenous peoples.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
Particulate matter, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: August 17, 2023.
Cheree Peterson,
Deputy Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 2023-18401 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 25

[IB Docket No. 21-456; Report No. 3200;
FR ID 166483]

Petition for Reconsideration of Action
in Rulemaking Proceeding

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Petition for Reconsideration.

SUMMARY: Petition for Reconsideration
(Petition) has been filed in the
Commission’s proceeding by Kimberly
Baum, on behalf of WorldVu Satellites
Limited.

DATES: Oppositions to the Petition must
be filed on or before September 12,
2023. Replies to oppositions must be
filed on or before September 22, 2023.
ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, 45 L Street NE,
Washington, DC 20554.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Clay
DeCell at (202) 418—0803 or
Clay.DeCell@fcc.gov.


https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
summary of the Commission’s
document, Report No. 3200, released
August 22, 2023. The full text of the
Petition can be accessed online via the
Commission’s Electronic Comment
Filing System at: https://apps.fcc.gov/
ecfs/. The Commission will not send a

Congressional Review Act (CRA)
submission to Congress or the
Government Accountability Office
pursuant to the CRA, 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A), because no rules are being
adopted by the Commission.

Subject: In the Matter of Revising
Spectrum Sharing Rules for Non-

Geostationary Orbit, Fixed-Satellite

Service Systems (IB Docket No. 21-456).
Number of Petitions filed: 1.

Federal Communications Commission.

Katura Jackson,

Federal Register Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 2023-18417 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|]

BILLING CODE 6712-01-P
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Notices

Federal Register
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Monday, August 28, 2023

This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding: whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; ways to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology Comments
regarding these information collections
are best assured of having their full
effect if received by September 27, 2023.
Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it

displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Agricultural Marketing Service

Title: Tobacco Reports.
OMB Control Number: 0581-0004.

Summary of Collection: The authority
for the mandatory collection of
information on Form TB-26, Tobacco
Stocks Report, is Public Law 661,
commonly known as the Tobacco
Statistics Act (7 U.S.C. 501-508)
enacted in 1929. The Act directs the
Department of Agriculture (USDA), to
collect statistics on the quantities of leaf
tobacco held by dealers and
manufacturers in the United States and
Puerto Rico.

The Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1621-1627) directs and
authorizes USDA to collect, tabulate,
and disseminate statistics on marketing
agricultural products including market
supplies, storage stocks, quantity,
quality and condition of such products
in various positions in the marketing
channel, utilization of sub-products,
shipment, and unloads.

Need and Use of the Information: The
basic purpose of the information
collection is to ascertain the total supply
of unmanufactured tobacco available to
domestic manufacturers and to calculate
the amount consumed in manufactured
tobacco products. This data is also used
for the calculation of production quotas
for individual types of tobacco and for
price support calculations. Without the
information, USDA would not be able to
disseminate marketing information as
directed and authorized in the Act.

Description of Respondents: Business
or other for-profit.

Number of Respondents: 44.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Quarterly; Annually.

Total Burden Hours: 156.

Levi S. Harrell,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2023-18467 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. APHIS-2021-0075]

Notice of Availability of Pest Risk
Analysis for the Importation of Ugu
Leaves (Telfairia occidentalis Hook.f.)
From Nigeria Into the Continental
United States

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: We are advising the public
that we have prepared a pest risk
analysis that evaluates the risks
associated with importation of fresh
Ugu leaves (Telfairia occidentalis
Hook.f) from Nigeria into the
continental United States. Based on the
analysis, we have determined that the
application of one or more designated
phytosanitary measures will be
sufficient to mitigate the risks of
introducing or disseminating plant pests
or noxious weeds via the importation of
fresh Ugu leaves from Nigeria. We are
making the pest risk analysis available
to the public for review and comment.

DATES: We will consider all comments
that we receive on or before October 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by either of the following methods:

e Federale Rulemaking Portal: Go to
www.regulations.gov. Enter APHIS—
2021-0075 in the Search field. Select
the Documents tab, then select the
Comment button in the list of
documents.

e Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery:
Send your comment to Docket No.
APHIS-2021-0075, Regulatory Analysis
and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station
3A—-03.8, 4700 River Road, Unit 118,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238.

Supporting documents and any
comments we receive on this docket
may be viewed atwww.regulations.govor
in our reading room, whichis located
inroom 16200f the USDA South
Building, 14th Street and Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC. Normal
reading room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 799-7039
before coming.


http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Hesham Abuelnaga, Senior Regulatory
Policy Specialist, Regulatory
Coordination and Compliance, PPQ,
APHIS, 4700 River Road, Unit 133,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231; (301) 851—
2010; email: Hesham.A.Abuelnaga@
usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Under the regulations in “Subpart L—
Fruits and Vegetables” (7 CFR 319.56—
1 through 319.56-12, referred to below
as the regulations), the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
prohibits or restricts the importation of
fruits and vegetables into the United
States from certain parts of the world to
prevent plant pests from being
introduced into or disseminated within
the United States.

Section 319.56—4 contains a
performance-based process for
approving the importation of fruits and
vegetables that, based on the findings of
a pest risk analysis, can be safely
imported subject to one or more of the
five designated phytosanitary measures
listed in paragraph (b) of that section.

APHIS received a request from the
national plant protection organization of
Nigeria to allow importation of fresh
Ugu leaves (Telfairia occidentalis
Hook.f) from Nigeria into the
continental United States. As part of our
evaluation of Nigeria’s request, we have
prepared a pest risk assessment (PRA) to
identify the pests of quarantine
significance that could follow the
pathway of the importation of fresh Ugu
leaves from Nigeria into the continental
United States. Based on the PRA, a risk
management document (RMD) was
prepared to identify phytosanitary
measures that could be applied to the
fresh Ugu leaves to mitigate the pest
risk.

Therefore, in accordance with
§ 319.56—4(c), we are announcing the
availability of our PRA and RMD for
public review and comment. Those
documents, as well as a description of
the economic considerations associated
with the importation of fresh Ugu leaves
(Telfairia occidentalis Hook.f) from
Nigeria, may be viewed on the
Regulations.gov website or in our
reading room (see ADDRESSES above for
a link to Regulations.gov and
information on the location and hours of
the reading room). You may request
paper copies of the PRA and RMD by
calling or writing to the person listed
under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT. Please refer to the subject of
the analysis you wish to review when
requesting copies.

After reviewing any comments we
receive, we will announce our decision
regarding the import status of fresh Ugu
leaves from Nigeria in a subsequent
notice. If the overall conclusions of our
analysis and the Administrator’s
determination of risk remain unchanged
following our consideration of the
comments, then we will authorize the
importation of fresh Ugu leaves from
Nigeria into the continental United
States subject to the requirements
specified in the RMD.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1633, 7701-7772,
and 7781-7786; 21 U.S.C. 136 and 136a;
7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.3.

Done in Washington, DC, this 23rd day of
August 2023.

Michael Watson,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18521 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Notice of Public Meeting of the Texas
Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Commission on Civil Rights.
ACTION: Announcement of virtual
business meetings.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given,
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights (Commission) and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA) that the Texas Advisory
Committee (Committee) to the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights will hold a
series virtual business meeting via
ZoomGov on the following dates listed
below. These virtual business meetings
are for the purpose of discussing the full
report on mental health care in the
Texas Juvenile Justice Department.
DATES: These meetings will take place
on:

e Wednesday, October 11, 2023, from
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. CT

e Tuesday, November 14, 2023, from
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. CT

e Wednesday, December 6, 2023, from
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. CT
Link to Join (Audio/Visual):

e Wednesday, October 11 https://
www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/
vlIsc--gqz0sHWOjtmQOT
ViKkuZUxISqCrA

e Tuesday, November 14 https://
www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/
v/IscumorzIvG-XIS06y
LZrunTp6mhst8zw

e Wednesday, December 6 https://
www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/
v]Isceioqz8tHrUs30
V83jfcAsmVjoOCyWA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brooke Peery, Designated Federal
Officer (DFO) at bpeery@usccr.gov or by
phone at (202) 701-1376.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Committee meetings are available to the
public through the videoconference link
above. Any interested member of the
public may listen to the meeting. An
open comment period will be provided
to allow members of the public to make
a statement as time allows. Per the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, public
minutes of the meeting will include a
list of persons who are present at the
meeting. If joining via phone, callers can
expect to incur regular charges for calls
they initiate over wireless lines,
according to their wireless plan. The
Commission will not refund any
incurred charges. Closed captioning will
be available for individuals who are
deaf, hard of hearing, or who have
certain cognitive or learning
impairments. To request additional
accommodations, please email Angelica
Trevino, Support Services Specialist,
atrevino@usccr.gov at least 10 business
days prior to the meeting.

Members of the public are entitled to
make comments during the open period
at the end of the meeting. Members of
the public may also submit written
comments; the comments must be
received in the Regional Programs Unit
within 30 days following the meeting.
Written comments may be emailed to
Brooke Peery (DFO) at bpeery@
usccr.gov.

Records and documents discussed
during the meeting will be available for
public viewing prior to and after the
meeting at https://
www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/
FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?
id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA.

Please click on the ‘“Meeting Details”
and “Documents” links. Records
generated from this meeting may also be
inspected and reproduced at the
Regional Programs Unit, as they become
available, both before and after the
meeting. Persons interested in the work
of this Committee are directed to the
Commission’s website, https://
www.usccr.gov, or may contact the
Regional Programs Unit at the above
email or street address.

Agenda

1. Welcome & Roll Call

II. Approval of Minutes
III. Committee Discussion
IV. Public Comment

V. Adjournment


https://www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA
https://www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA
https://www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA
https://www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsc--gqz0sHW0jtmQOTViKkuZUxISqCrA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscumorzIvG-XIS06yLZrunTp6mhst8zw
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceioqz8tHrU83OV83jfcAsmVjo0CyWA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceioqz8tHrU83OV83jfcAsmVjo0CyWA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceioqz8tHrU83OV83jfcAsmVjo0CyWA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceioqz8tHrU83OV83jfcAsmVjo0CyWA
mailto:Hesham.A.Abuelnaga@usda.gov
mailto:Hesham.A.Abuelnaga@usda.gov
https://www.usccr.gov
https://www.usccr.gov
mailto:atrevino@usccr.gov
mailto:bpeery@usccr.gov
mailto:bpeery@usccr.gov
mailto:bpeery@usccr.gov
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsc--gqz0sHW0jtmQOTViKkuZUxISqCrA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsc--gqz0sHW0jtmQOTViKkuZUxISqCrA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsc--gqz0sHW0jtmQOTViKkuZUxISqCrA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscumorzIvG-XIS06yLZrunTp6mhst8zw
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscumorzIvG-XIS06yLZrunTp6mhst8zw
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscumorzIvG-XIS06yLZrunTp6mhst8zw
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Dated: August 22, 2023.
David Mussatt,
Supervisory Chief, Regional Programs Unit.
[FR Doc. 2023—-18418 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Notice of Public Meeting of the Texas
Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Commission on Civil Rights.
ACTION: Announcement of virtual
business meeting.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given,
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights (Commission) and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA) that the Texas Advisory
Committee (Committee) to the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights will hold a
virtual business meeting via ZoomGov
on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, from
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. Central Time, for
the purpose of discussing the full report
on mental health care in the Texas
Juvenile Justice Department.

DATES: The meeting will take place on:

e Tuesday, September 12, 2023, from
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m. CT.

Link to Join (Audio/Visual)https://
www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/
vJIscemoqTsjGs5PRglrjEkuLv4vgrYP3Pg.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brooke Peery, Designated Federal
Officer (DFO) at bpeery@usccr.gov or by
phone at (202) 701-1376.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Committee meetings are available to the
public through the videoconference link
above. Any interested member of the
public may listen to the meeting. An
open comment period will be provided
to allow members of the public to make
a statement as time allows. Per the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, public
minutes of the meeting will include a
list of persons who are present at the
meeting. If joining via phone, callers can
expect to incur regular charges for calls
they initiate over wireless lines,
according to their wireless plan. The
Commission will not refund any
incurred charges. Closed captioning will
be available for individuals who are
deaf, hard of hearing, or who have
certain cognitive or learning
impairments. To request additional
accommodations, please email Angelica
Trevino, Support Services Specialist,
atrevino@usccr.gov at least 10 business
days prior to the meeting.

Members of the public are entitled to
make comments during the open period
at the end of the meeting. Members of
the public may also submit written

comments; the comments must be
received in the Regional Programs Unit
within 30 days following the meeting.
Written comments may be emailed to
Brooke Peery (DFO) at bpeery@
usccr.gov.

Records and documents discussed
during the meeting will be available for
public viewing prior to and after the
meeting at https://
www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/
FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?
id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA.

Please click on the “Meeting Details”
and “Documents” links. Records
generated from this meeting may also be
inspected and reproduced at the
Regional Programs Unit, as they become
available, both before and after the
meeting. Persons interested in the work
of this Committee are directed to the
Commission’s website, https://
www.usccr.gov, or may contact the
Regional Programs Unit at the above
email or street address.

Agenda

I. Welcome & Roll Call

II. Approval of Minutes
[II. Committee Discussion
IV. Public Comment

V. Adjournment

Dated: August 22, 2023.
David Mussatt,
Supervisory Chief, Regional Programs Unit.
[FR Doc. 2023-18422 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Notice of Public Meeting of the Arizona
Advisory Committee; Correction

AGENCY: Commission on Civil Rights.
ACTION: Notice; update meeting date.

SUMMARY: The Commission on Civil
Rights published a notice in the Federal
Register on Monday, August 7, 2023,
concerning a meeting of the Arizona
Advisory Committee. The meeting date
has since changed.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kayla Fajota (DFO), kfajota@usccr.gov,
(312) 353-8311.

Correction: In the Federal Register on
Monday, August 7, 2023, in FR
Document Number 2023-16718, on page
52113, first and second columns, change
the meeting date from August 24, 2023,
to September 29, 2023.

In addition, the link to join will
remain the same: https://
www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/
vJItduqtqDOrE4n
GesqlMb5mPc5Zrgawg2w.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
David Mussatt,
Supervisory Chief, Regional Programs Unit.
[FR Doc. 2023-18423 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[B—30-2023]

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 7;
Authorization of Production Activity;
AbbVie Ltd.; (Pharmaceutical
Products); Barceloneta, Puerto Rico

On April 25, 2023, AbbVie Ltd.,
submitted a notification of proposed
production activity to the FTZ Board for
its facility within Subzone 71, in
Barceloneta, Puerto Rico.

The notification was processed in
accordance with the regulations of the
FTZ Board (15 CFR part 400), including
notice in the Federal Register inviting
public comment (88 FR 27860—27861,
May 3, 2023). On August 23, 2023, the
applicant was notified of the FTZ
Board’s decision that no further review
of the activity is warranted at this time.
The production activity described in the
notification was authorized, subject to
the FTZ Act and the FTZ Board’s
regulations, including section 400.14.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Elizabeth Whiteman,
Executive Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2023-18466 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

In the Matter of:

Esteban Andres Alexander,

Inmate Number: 25471-509,

FCI El Reno,

Federal Correctional Institution,

P.O. Box 1500,

El Reno, OK 73036; Order Denying
Export Privileges

On March 8, 2022, in the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Texas,
Esteban Andres Alexander
(“Alexander”’) was convicted of
violating 18 U.S.C. 371. Specifically,
Alexander was convicted of conspiring
to export firearms and firearms parts
from the United States to Mexico
without first having obtained the
required export license and
authorization from the U.S. Department
of State or U.S. Department of
Commerce. As a result of his conviction,


https://www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA
https://www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA
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https://www.facadatabase.gov/FACA/FACAPublicViewCommitteeDetails?id=a10t0000001gzkoAAA
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItduqtqD0rE4nGesqlMb5mPc5Zrgawg2w
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItduqtqD0rE4nGesqlMb5mPc5Zrgawg2w
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItduqtqD0rE4nGesqlMb5mPc5Zrgawg2w
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItduqtqD0rE4nGesqlMb5mPc5Zrgawg2w
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscemoqTsjGs5PRglrjEkuLv4vgrYP3Pg
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscemoqTsjGs5PRglrjEkuLv4vgrYP3Pg
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscemoqTsjGs5PRglrjEkuLv4vgrYP3Pg
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the Court sentenced Alexander to 46
months of imprisonment, three years of
supervised release, $10,000 criminal
fine and a $100 assessment.

Pursuant to Section 1760(e) of the
Export Control Reform Act (“ECRA”),1
the export privileges of any person who
has been convicted of certain offenses,
including, but not limited to, 18 U.S.C.
371, may be denied for a period of up
to ten (10) years from the date of his/her
conviction. 50 U.S.C. 4819(e). In
addition, any Bureau of Industry and
Security (‘“‘BIS”) licenses or other
authorizations issued under ECRA, in
which the person had an interest at the
time of the conviction, may be revoked.
Id.

BIS received notice of Alexander’s
conviction for violating 18 U.S.C. 371.
As provided in Section 766.25 of the
Export Administration Regulations
(“EAR” or the “Regulations’’), BIS
provided notice and opportunity for
Alexander to make a written submission
to BIS. 15 CFR 766.25.2 BIS has not
received a written submission from
Alexander.

Based upon my review of the record
and consultations with BIS’s Office of
Exporter Services, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,
I have decided to deny Alexander’s
export privileges under the Regulations
for a period of 10 years from the date of
Alexander’s conviction. The Office of
Exporter Services has also decided to
revoke any BIS-issued licenses in which
Alexander had an interest at the time of
his conviction.?

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
March 8, 2032, Esteban Andres
Alexander, with a last known address of
Inmate Number: 25471-509, FCI El
Reno, Federal Correctional Institution,
P.O. Box 1500, El Reno, OK 73036, and
when acting for or on his behalf, his
successors, assigns, employees, agents
or representatives (“‘the Denied
Person’’), may not directly or indirectly
participate in any way in any
transaction involving any commodity,
software or technology (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “item”)
exported or to be exported from the
United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

1ECRA was enacted on August 13, 2018, as part
of the John S. McCain National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, and as
amended is codified at 50 U.S.C. 4801-4852.

2The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2022).

3 The Director, Office of Export Enforcement, is
the authorizing official for issuance of denial orders
pursuant to amendments to the Regulations (85 FR
73411, November 18, 2020).

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise
servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging
in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported
or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

A. Export, reexport, or transfer (in-
country) to or on behalf of the Denied
Person any item subject to the
Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted
acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, pursuant to section 1760(e) of
ECRA and sections 766.23 and 766.25 of
the Regulations, any other person, firm,
corporation, or business organization
related to Alexander by ownership,

control, position of responsibility,
affiliation, or other connection in the
conduct of trade or business may also be
made subject to the provisions of this
Order in order to prevent evasion of this
Order.

Fourth, in accordance with part 756 of
the Regulations, Alexander may file an
appeal of this Order with the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Industry and
Security. The appeal must be filed
within 45 days from the date of this
Order and must comply with the
provisions of part 756 of the
Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Alexander and shall be
published in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until March 8, 2032.

John Sonderman,

Director, Office of Export Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 2023-18442 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security
Order Denying Export Privileges

On March 30, 2022, in the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District
of Illinois, Tugiang Xie (“Xie”’) was
convicted of violating section 38 of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2778) (“AECA”). Specifically, Xie was
convicted of knowingly and willfully
engaging in brokering activities
involving the People’s Republic of
China in negotiating and arranging
purchases, sales, transfers, export, and
import of a defense article, namely an
eyepiece assembly, National Stock
Number 1240-01-063-1352, without
first registering with, and obtaining a
license or written approval from the
U.S. Department of State. As a result of
his conviction, the Court sentenced Xie
to one year and one day in prison, one
year of supervised release, an
assessement of $200 and a preliminary
order of forfeiture in the amount of
$200,027.

Pursuant to section 1760(e) of the
Export Control Reform Act (“ECRA”),
the export privileges of any person who
has been convicted of certain offenses,
including, but not limited to, section 38
of the AECA, may be denied for a period
of up to ten (10) years from the date of
his/her conviction. See 50 U.S.C.
4819(e). In addition, any Bureau of
Industry and Security (“BIS”) licenses
or other authorizations issued under
ECRA, in which the person had an
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interest at the time of the conviction,
may be revoked. Id.

BIS received notice of Xie’s
conviction for violating section 38 of the
AECA. BIS provided notice and
opportunity for Xie to make a written
submission to BIS, as provided in
section 766.25 of the Export
Administration Regulations (“EAR” or
the “Regulations”). 15 CFR 766.25.2 BIS
has not received a written submission
from Xie.

Based upon my review of the record
and consultations with BIS’s Office of
Exporter Services, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,
I have decided to deny Xie’s export
privileges under the Regulations for a
period of 10 years from the date of Xie’s
conviction. The Office of Exporter
Services has also decided to revoke any
BIS-issued licenses in which Xie had an
interest at the time of his conviction.?

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
March 30, 2032, Tuqgiang Xie, with a last
known address of 110 Espina, Irvine,
CA 92620, and when acting for or on his
behalf, his successors, assigns,
employees, agents or representatives
(“the Denied Person”), may not directly
or indirectly participate in any way in
any transaction involving any
commodity, software or technology
(hereinafter collectively referred to as
“item”) exported or to be exported from
the United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise
servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging
in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported
or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

2The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2022).

3 The Director, Office of Export Enforcement, is
the authorizing official for issuance of denial
orders, pursuant to amendments to the Regulations
(85 FR 73411, November 18, 2020).

A. Export, reexport, or transfer (in-
country) to or on behalf of the Denied
Person any item subject to the
Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted
acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, pursuant to section 1760(e) of
ECRA (50 U.S.C. 4819(e)) and sections
766.23 and 766.25 of the Regulations,
any other person, firm, corporation, or
business organization related to Xie by
ownership, control, position of
responsibility, affiliation, or other
connection in the conduct of trade or
business may also be made subject to
the provisions of this Order in order to
prevent evasion of this Order.

Fourth, in accordance with part 756 of
the Regulations, Xie may file an appeal
of this Order with the Under Secretary
of Commerce for Industry and Security.
The appeal must be filed within 45 days
from the date of this Order and must
comply with the provisions of part 756
of the Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Xie and shall be published
in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until March 30, 2032.

John Sonderman,

Director, Office of Export Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 2023-18439 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-DT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

Materials and Equipment Technical
Advisory Committee; Revised: Notice
of Partially Closed Meeting

The Materials and Equipment
Technical Advisory Committee will
meet on September 7 and 8, 2023, at
1:00 p.m., Eastern Daylight Time, at the
AC Hotel, 1333 Veterans Boulevard,
South San Francisco, CA 94080. The
Committee advises the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Export
Administration with respect to technical
questions that affect the level of export
controls applicable to transportation
and related equipment or technology.
The purpose of the meeting is to have
Committee members and U.S.
Government representatives mutually
review updated technical data and
policy-driving information that has been
gathered.

Agenda

September 7, 2023-1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
EST

Open Session

1. Opening Remarks and Introduction
by BIS Senior Management.

2. Report from working groups.

3. Report by regime representatives.

September 8, 2023-1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
EST

Closed Session

4. Discussion of matters determined to
be exempt from the open meeting and
public participation requirements found
in sections 1009(a)(1) and 1009(a)(3) of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA) (5 U.S.C. 1001-1014). The
exemption is authorized by section
1009(d) of the FACA, which permits the
closure of advisory committee meetings,
or portions thereof, if the head of the
agency to which the advisory committee
reports determines such meetings may
be closed to the public in accordance
with subsection (c) of the Government
in the Sunshine Act (5 U.S.C. 552b(c)).
In this case, the applicable provisions of
5 U.S.C. 552b(c) are subsection
552b(c)(4), which permits closure to
protect trade secrets and commercial or
financial information that is privileged



Federal Register/Vol. 83, No. 165/Monday, August 28, 2023/ Notices

58547

or confidential, and subsection
552b(c)(9)(B), which permits closure to
protect information that would be likely
to significantly frustrate implementation
of a proposed agency action were it to
be disclosed prematurely. The closed
session of the meeting will involve
committee discussions and guidance
regarding U.S. Government strategies
and policies.

The open session will be accessible
via teleconference. To join the
conference, submit inquiries to Yvette
Springer at Yvette.Springer@bis.doc.gov,
no later than September 4, 2023.

A limited number of seats will be
available for the public session.
Reservations are not accepted. To the
extent time permits, members of the
public may present oral statements to
the Committee. The public may submit
written statements at any time before or
after the meeting. However, to facilitate
distribution of public presentation
materials to Committee members, the
Committee suggests that presenters
forward the public presentation
materials prior to the meeting to Ms.
Springer.

The Assistant Secretary for
Administration, with the concurrence of
the delegate of the General Counsel,
formally determined on April 12, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. chapter 10 of the
FACA, (5 U.S.C. 1009(d)), that the
portion of the meeting dealing with pre-
decisional changes to the Commerce
Control List and the U.S. export control
policies shall be exempt from the
provisions relating to public meetings
found in 5 U.S.C. 1009(a)(1) and
1009(a)(3). The remaining portions of
the meeting will be open to the public.

For more information, contact Ms.
Springer.

Yvette Springer,

Committee Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 2023-18440 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-JT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

In the Matter of: Naomi Natal Haynes,
Inmate Number: 19838-104, FCI
Aliceville, P.O. Box 4000, Aliceville, AL
35442; Order Denying Export
Privileges

On January 11, 2021, in the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District
of Florida, Naomi Natal Haynes
(“Haynes”) was convicted of violating
18 U.S.C. 371. Specifically, Haynes was
convicted of conspiring to fraudulently
and knowingly export and send firearms
from the United States to Canada

without the required license. As a result
of her conviction, the Court sentenced
her to 84 months in prison, three years
of supervised release, a $200 assessment
and $18,240.18 Restitution.

Pursuant to Section 1760(e) of the
Export Control Reform Act (“ECRA”),?
the export privileges of any person who
has been convicted of certain offenses,
including, but not limited to, 18 U.S.C
371, may be denied for a period of up
to ten (10) years from the date of his/her
conviction. 50 U.S.C. 4819(e). In
addition, any Bureau of Industry and
Security (“BIS”) licenses or other
authorizations issued under ECRA, in
which the person had an interest at the
time of the conviction, may be revoked.
Id.

BIS received notice of Haynes
conviction for violating 18 U.S.C 371.
As provided in Section 766.25 of the
Export Administration Regulations
(“EAR” or the “Regulations”), BIS
provided notice and opportunity for
Haynes to make a written submission to
BIS. 15 CFR 766.25.2 BIS has not
received a written submission from
Haynes.

Based upon my review of the record
and consultations with BIS’s Office of
Exporter Services, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,
I have decided to deny Haynes’s export
privileges under the Regulations for a
period of 10 years from the date of
Haynes’s conviction. The Office of
Exporter Services has also decided to
revoke any BIS-issued licenses in which
Haynes had an interest at the time of her
conviction.?

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
January 11, 2031, Naomi Natal Haynes,
with a last known address of Inmate
Number: 19838-104, FCI Aliceville,
P.O. Box 4000, Aliceville, AL 35442 and
when acting for or on her behalf, her
successors, assigns, employees, agents
or representatives (‘“the Denied
Person”), may not directly or indirectly
participate in any way in any
transaction involving any commodity,
software or technology (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “item”)
exported or to be exported from the
United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

1ECRA was enacted on August 13, 2018, as part
of the John S. McCain National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, and as
amended is codified at 50 U.S.C. 4801-4852.

2The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2022).

3 The Director, Office of Export Enforcement, is
the authorizing official for issuance of denial orders
pursuant to amendments to the Regulations (85 FR
73411, November 18, 2020).

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise
servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging
in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported
or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

A. Export, reexport, or transfer (in-
country) to or on behalf of the Denied
Person any item subject to the
Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted
acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, pursuant to section 1760(e) of
ECRA and sections 766.23 and 766.25 of
the Regulations, any other person, firm,
corporation, or business organization
related to Haynes by ownership, control,
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position of responsibility, affiliation, or
other connection in the conduct of trade
or business may also be made subject to
the provisions of this Order in order to
prevent evasion of this Order.

Fourth, in accordance with part 756 of
the Regulations, Haynes may file an
appeal of this Order with the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Industry and
Security. The appeal must be filed
within 45 days from the date of this
Order and must comply with the
provisions of part 756 of the
Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Haynes and shall be
published in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until January 11, 2031.

John Sonderman,

Director, Office of Export Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 2023—-18437 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-DT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-471-807]

Certain Uncoated Paper From
Portugal: Final Results of Antidumping
Duty Administrative Review; 2021-
2022

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Commerce (Commerce) determines that
The Navigator Company, S.A.
(Navigator) made sales of certain
uncoated paper (uncoated paper) from
Portugal in the United States at less than
normal value during the period of
review (POR) March 1, 2021, through
February 28, 2022.

DATES: Applicable August 28, 2023.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Eric
Hawkins, AD/CVD Operations, Office V,
Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—1988.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On April 6, 2023, Commerce
published the preliminary results of this
administrative review covering one
producer/exporter, Navigator.! We

1 See Certain Uncoated Paper from Portugal:
Preliminary Results of the Administrative Review of
the Antidumping Duty Order; 2021-2022, 88 FR
20484 (April 6, 2023) (Preliminary Results), and

invited interested parties to comment on
the Preliminary Results. On August 2,
2023, Commerce extended the time
period for issuing the final results of
this review until August 22, 2023.2 For
a complete description of the events that
occurred since the Preliminary Results,
see the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.3

Commerce conducted this
administrative review in accordance
with section 751 of the Tariff Act of
1930, as amended (the Act).

Scope of the Order 4

The product covered by this Order is
certain uncoated paper from Portugal.
For a full description of the scope of the
Order, see the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

Analysis of Comments Received

All issues raised in the case and
rebuttal briefs are addressed in the
Issues and Decision Memorandum. A
list of the issues that parties raised and
to which we responded in the Issues
and Decision Memorandum is attached
to this notice as an appendix. The Issues
and Decision Memorandum is a public
document and is on file electronically
via Enforcement and Compliance’s
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Centralized Electronic Service System
(ACCESS). ACCESS is available to
registered users at https://
access.trade.gov. In addition, a complete
version of the Issues and Decision
Memorandum can be accessed directly
at https://access.trade.gov/public/
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx.

Changes Since the Preliminary Results

Based on a review of the record and
comments received from interested
parties, we have recalculated the
weighted-average dumping margin for
Navigator. Specifically, we have used
weight-averaged quarterly costs in
determining Navigator’s dumping
margin. We also made changes in
calculating certain rebate caps for
Navigator’s home market sales. For a
more detailed discussion of these

accompanying Preliminary Decision Memorandum
(PDM).

2 See Memorandum, ‘“Extension of Deadline for
Final Results of Antidumping Duty Administrative
Review,” dated August 2, 2023.

3 See Memorandum, “Issues and Decision
Memorandum for the Final Results of the
Administrative Review of the Antidumping Duty
Order: Certain Uncoated Paper from Portugal; 2021—
2022,” dated concurrently with and hereby adopted
by this notice (Issues and Decision Memorandum).

4 See Certain Uncoated Paper from Australia,
Brazil, Indonesia, the People’s Republic of China,
and Portugal: Amended Final Affirmative
Antidumping Determinations for Brazil and
Indonesia and Antidumping Duty Orders, 81 FR
11174 (March 3, 2016) (Order).

changes, see the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

Final Results of Review

Commerce determines that the
following weighted-average dumping
margin exists for the period March 1,
2021, through February 28, 2022:

Weighted-
average
Exporter/producer dumping
margin
(percent)
The Navigator Company, S.A 7.11

Disclosure

Commerce intends to disclose to
interested parties the calculations
performed in connection with the final
results within five days of any public
announcement or, if there is no public
announcement, within five days of the
date of publication of the notice of final
determination in the Federal Register,
in accordance with 19 CFR 351.224(b).

Assessment Rate

Pursuant to section 751(a)(2)(C) of the
Act, and 19 CFR 351.212(b)(1),
Commerce shall determine, and U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
shall assess, antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries covered by this
review.

Because Navigator’s weighted-average
dumping margin is not zero or de
minimis (i.e., less than 0.5 percent),
Commerce has calculated importer-
specific antidumping duty assessment
rates. We calculated importer-specific
ad valorem assessment rates based on
the ratio of the total amount of dumping
calculated for the examined sales to the
total entered value of the sales. Where
an importer-specific assessment rate is
zero or de minimis, we will instruct CBP
to liquidate the appropriate entries
without regard to antidumping duties.

For entries of subject merchandise
during the POR produced by Navigator
for which it did not know its
merchandise was destined for the
United States, we will instruct CBP to
liquidate unreviewed entries at the all-
others rate if there is no rate for the
intermediate company(ies) involved in
the transaction.®

Commerce intends to issue
assessment instructions to CBP no
earlier than 35 days after the date of
publication of the final results of this
review in the Federal Register. If a
timely summons is filed at the U.S.

5For a full discussion of this practice, see
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings:
Assessment of Antidumping Duties, 68 FR 23954
(May 6, 2003).
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Court of International Trade, the
assessment instructions will direct CBP
not to liquidate relevant entries until the
time for parties to file a request for a
statutory injunction has expired (i.e.,
within 90 days of publication).

Cash Deposit Requirements

The following cash deposit
requirements will be effective for all
shipments of the subject merchandise
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the
publication date of the final results of
this administrative review, as provided
by section 751(a)(2)(C) of the Act: (1) the
cash deposit rate for Navigator will be
the rate established in the final results
of this administrative review; (2) for
merchandise exported by producers or
exporters not covered in this
administrative review but covered in a
prior segment of the proceeding, the
cash deposit rate will continue to be the
company-specific rate published for the
most recently completed segment of this
proceeding; (3) if the exporter is not a
firm covered in this review, a prior
review, or the original less-than-fair-
value (LTFV) investigation, but the
producer is, the cash deposit rate will be
the rate established for the most recently
completed segment of this proceeding
for the producer of the subject
merchandise; and (4) the cash deposit
rate for all other manufacturers or
exporters will continue to be 7.80
percent, the all-others rate established
in the LTFV investigation.® These cash
deposit requirements, when imposed,
shall remain in effect until further
notice.

Notification to Importers

This notice serves as a final reminder
to importers of their responsibility
under 19 CFR 351.402(f)(2) to file a
certificate regarding the reimbursement
of antidumping duties prior to
liquidation of the relevant entries
during this POR. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in
Commerce’s presumption that
reimbursement of antidumping duties
has occurred and the subsequent
assessment of double antidumping
duties.

Administrative Protective Order

This notice also serves as a final
reminder to parties subject to an
administrative protective order (APO) of
their responsibility concerning the
return or destruction of proprietary
information disclosed under APO in

6 See Certain Uncoated Paper from Portugal:
Final Determination of Sales at Less than Fair
Value and Final Negative Determination of Critical
Circumstances, 81 FR 3105 (January 20, 2016).

accordance with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3),
which continues to govern business
proprietary information in this segment
of the proceeding. Timely written
notification of the return/destruction of
APO materials, or conversion to judicial
protective order, is hereby requested.
Failure to comply with the regulations
and the terms of an APO is a
sanctionable violation.

Notification to Interested Parties

We are issuing and publishing this
notice in accordance with sections
751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act, and 19
CFR 351.221(b)(5) and 19 CFR
351.213(h)(1).

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Abdelali Elouaradia,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Enforcement
and Compliance.

Appendix—List of Topics Discussed in
the Issues and Decision Memorandum

I. Summary
II. Background
III. Scope of the Order
IV. Changes Since the Preliminary Results
V. Discussion of the Issues
Comment 1: Whether Commerce Should
Grant Navigator a Constructed Export
Price (CEP) Offset
Comment 2: Whether Commerce Should
Use Navigator’s Consolidated Quarterly
Costs Instead of the Mill Specific Costs
Comment 3: Capping of Rebates
VI. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2023-18522 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

United States Travel and Tourism
Advisory Board: Meeting of the United
States Travel and Tourism Advisory
Board

AGENCY: International Trade
Administration, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of an open meeting.

SUMMARY: The United States Travel and
Tourism Advisory Board (Board or
TTAB) will hold a meeting on
Wednesday, September 13, 2023. The
Board advises the Secretary of
Commerce on matters relating to the
U.S. travel and tourism industry. The
main purpose of this meeting is for
Board members to deliberate and
potentially adopt five letters of
recommendation for the Secretary of
Commerce. The final agenda will be
posted on the Department of Commerce
website for the Board at https://
www.trade.gov/ttab-meetings at least
two days prior to the meeting.

DATES: Wednesday, September 13, 2023,
1:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. EDT. The deadline
for members of the public to register for
the meeting or to submit written
comments for dissemination prior to the
meeting is 5:00 p.m. EDT on Monday,
September 11, 2023.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
virtually. The access information will be
provided by email to registrants.
Requests to register (including to speak
or for auxiliary aids) and any written
comments should be submitted by email
to TTAB@trade.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Aguinaga, the United States
Travel and Tourism Advisory Board,
National Travel and Tourism Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce;
telephone: 202—482-2404; email:
TTAB@trade.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation: The meeting will
be open to the public and will be
accessible to people with disabilities.
Any member of the public requesting to
join the meeting is asked to register in
advance by the deadline identified
under the DATES caption. Requests for
auxiliary aids must be submitted by the
registration deadline. Last minute
requests will be accepted but may not be
possible to fill. There will be fifteen (15)
minutes allotted for oral comments from
members of the public joining the
meeting. To accommodate as many
speakers as possible, the time for public
comments may be limited to three (3)
minutes per person. Members of the
public wishing to reserve speaking time
during the meeting must submit a
request at the time of registration, as
well as the name and address of the
proposed speaker. If the number of
registrants requesting to make
statements is greater than can be
reasonably accommodated during the
meeting, the International Trade
Administration may conduct a lottery to
determine the speakers. Speakers are
requested to submit a written copy of
their prepared remarks by 5:00 p.m.
EDT on Monday, September 11, 2023,
for inclusion in the meeting records and
for circulation to the members of the
Board.

In addition, any member of the public
may submit pertinent written comments
concerning the Board’s affairs at any
time before or after the meeting.
Comments may be submitted to Jennifer
Aguinaga at the contact information
indicated above. To be considered
during the meeting, comments must be
received no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT on
Monday, September 11, 2023, to ensure
transmission to the Board prior to the
meeting. Comments received after that
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date and time will be transmitted to the
Board but may not be considered during
the meeting. Copies of Board meeting
minutes will be available within 90 days
of the meeting.

This Notice is published pursuant to
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (FACA), 5 U.S.C,, app.,
10(a)(2). The Committee was established
pursuant to section 607 of the Visit
America Act, Subtitle A of title VI of
division BB of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2023, Public Law.
117-328, and in accordance with the
provisions of the FACA, 5 U.S.C. 1001
et seq.

Jennifer Aguinaga,

Designated Federal Officer, United States
Travel and Tourism Advisory Board.

[FR Doc. 2023-18456 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 3510-DR-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XD217]

Fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico;
Southeast Data, Assessment, and
Review (SEDAR); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 87 Data
Workshop for Gulf of Mexico White,
Pink, and Brown Shrimp.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 87 assessment
process of Gulf of Mexico white, pink,
and brown shrimp will consist of a Data
Workshop, a series of assessment
webinars, and a Review Workshop. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 87 Data Workshop
will be held September 18-22, 2023, in
Tampa, FL. The workshop will be held
September 18, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.;
September 19, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
September 20, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
September 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
and September 22, from 8:30 a.m. to 12
p-m. The established times may be
adjusted as necessary to accommodate
the timely completion of discussion
relevant to the assessment process. Such
adjustments may result in the meeting
being extended from or completed prior
to the time established by this notice.
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The SEDAR 87 Data
Workshop will be held at the Hilton
Tampa Airport Westshore, 2225 N. Lois
Avenue, Tampa, FL 33607.

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571—
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmc.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commissions
have implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi-
step process including: (1) Data/
Assessment Workshop, and (2) a series
of webinars. The product of the Data/
Assessment Workshop is a report which
compiles and evaluates potential
datasets and recommends which
datasets are appropriate for assessment
analyses, and describes the fisheries,
evaluates the status of the stock,
estimates biological benchmarks,
projects future population conditions,
and recommends research and
monitoring needs. Participants for
SEDAR Workshops are appointed by the
Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils and NOAA Fisheries Southeast
Regional Office, HMS Management
Division, and Southeast Fisheries
Science Center. Participants include
data collectors and database managers;
stock assessment scientists, biologists,
and researchers; constituency
representatives including fishermen,
environmentalists, and NGO’s;
International experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion in the Data
Workshop:

An assessment data set and associated
documentation will be developed
during the workshop. Participants will
evaluate proposed data and select
appropriate sources for providing
information on life history
characteristics, catch statistics, discard
estimates, length and age composition,
and fishery dependent and fishery
independent measures of stock
abundance.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during these meetings. Action
will be restricted to those issues
specifically identified in this notice and
any issues arising after publication of
this notice that require emergency
action under section 305(c) of the

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days
prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18432 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XD268]

Fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico;
Southeast Data, Assessment, and
Review (SEDAR); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 85 Data
Topical Working Group Webinar I for
Gulf of Mexico Yellowedge Grouper.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 85 assessment of
Gulf of Mexico yellowedge grouper will
consist of a series of webinars. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 85 Data Topical
Working Group Webinar will be held
September 15, 2023, from 1 p.m. to 3
p-m., Eastern.

ADDRESSES: Meeting address: The
meeting will be held via webinar. The
webinar is open to members of the
public. Those interested in participating
should contact Julie A. Neer at SEDAR
(see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT)
to request an invitation providing
webinar access information. Please
request webinar invitations at least 24
hours in advance of each webinar.

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571—
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmc.net.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commissions
have implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi-
step process including: (1) Data
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process
utilizing webinars; and (3) Review
Workshop. The product of the Data
Workshop is a data report that compiles
and evaluates potential datasets and
recommends which datasets are
appropriate for assessment analyses.
The product of the Assessment Process
is a stock assessment report that
describes the fisheries, evaluates the
status of the stock, estimates biological
benchmarks, projects future population
conditions, and recommends research
and monitoring needs. The assessment
is independently peer reviewed at the
Review Workshop. The product of the
Review Workshop is a Summary
documenting panel opinions regarding
the strengths and weaknesses of the
stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and NOAA
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office,
HMS Management Division, and
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants include data collectors and
database managers; stock assessment
scientists, biologists, and researchers;
constituency representatives including
fishermen, environmentalists, and
NGO’s; International experts; and staff
of Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The item of discussion in the webinar
is as follows:

Participants will discuss what data
may be available for use in the
assessment of Gulf of Mexico
yellowedge grouper.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) at least
10 business days prior to each
workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18435 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
Review and Approval; Comment
Request; Papahanaumokuakea Marine
National Monument Permit Application
and Reports for Permits

AGENCY: National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection,
request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to comment on
proposed, and continuing information
collections, which helps the agency [or
department] to assess the impact of our
information collection requirements and
minimize the public’s reporting burden.
The purpose of this notice is to allow for
60 days of public comment preceding
submission of the collection to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB).

DATES: To ensure consideration,
comments regarding this proposed
information collection must be received
on or before October 27, 2023.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments to
Adrienne Thomas, NOAA PRA Officer,
at NOAA.PRA@noaa.gov. Please
reference OMB Control Number 0648—
0548 in the subject line of your
comments. Do not submit Confidential
Business Information or otherwise
sensitive personally identifiable
information or any other type of
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
specific questions related to collection
activities should be directed to Phillip
Howard, Permit Specialist, NOAA
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries,
1845 Wasp Blvd., Building 176
Honolulu, HI 96818, (808—725-5800),
and phillip.howard@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

On June 15, 2006, President Bush
established the Papahanaumokuakea
Marine National Monument by issuing
Presidential Proclamation 8031 (71 FR
36443, June 26, 2006), as amended on
February 28, 2007 by Presidential
Proclamation 8112 (72 FR 10031, March
6, 2007), under the authority of the
Antiquities Act (54 U.S.C. 320301 et
seq.). The Secretary of Commerce,
through the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
has primary responsibility regarding the
management of the marine areas of the
Monument, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Interior. Similarly, the
Secretary of the Interior, through the
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), has
sole responsibility for management of
the areas of the Monument that overlay
the Midway Atoll National Wildlife
Refuge, the Battle of Midway National
Memorial, and the Hawaiian Islands
National Wildlife Refuge, in
consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce.

Presidential Proclamations 8031 and
8112 include restrictions and
prohibitions regarding activities in the
Monument. Specifically, the
Proclamations prohibit access to the
Monument except when passing
through without interruption or as
allowed under a permit issued by
NOAA and the FWS. Vessels passing
through the Monument without
interruption are required to notify
NOAA and FWS upon entering into and
leaving the monument. Individuals
wishing to access the Monument to
conduct certain regulated activities
must first apply for and be granted a
permit issued by NOAA and FWS.

On August 29, 2006, NOAA and FWS
published a final rule codifying the
provisions of Presidential Proclamation
8031 (71 FR 51134). These agencies
have since worked extensively with the
State of Hawaii to ensure the permitting
requirements and processes of all three
entities are sufficiently coordinated and
to ensure applicants for permits for
Monument activities require only a
single application and receive one,
combined agency permit.

The information submitted by permit
applicants will be used to decide
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whether to approve or deny a permit
application. In making this decision, the
agencies will consider such factors as:

e the professional qualifications and
financial ability of the applicant as
related to the proposed activity;

¢ the duration of the activity and its
effects;

o the appropriateness of the methods
and procedures proposed by the
applicant for the conduct of the activity;

e the extent to which the conduct of
the activity may diminish or enhance
the qualities for which the Monument
was designated;

¢ the end value of the activity; and

¢ other such matters as agency staff
deem appropriate.

In addition to informing the agencies’
decisions on permit applications,
information submitted in permit
applications and reports submitted
pursuant to permit conditions may also
be used by the agencies to inform—

¢ administrative appeals of permit
decisions;

¢ decision making on a permit
amendment request or another permit
application; or

¢ other management actions (e.g.,
emergency response and enforcement).

In terms of frequency of use, the
information submitted in permit
applications will, in general, only be
used at the time the application is
submitted to make a final decision on
the application. Some of the information
may also be used subsequent to the
initial decision making to inform
management actions or decision
making. For example, a survey of a
project location by one permit applicant
may be used by the agencies in the
future to respond to a vessel grounding
in the same area to facilitate the
agencies’ decision in response to that
matter. Information submitted in a
report will be used to periodically
assess the permittee’s compliance with
permit terms and conditions and to
assist in evaluating the appropriateness
of the permitted activity.

II. Method of Collection

Respondents have a choice of either
electronic or paper forms. Methods of
submittal include email of electronic
forms, and mail and facsimile
transmission of paper forms.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0548.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission,
extension of a current information
collection.

Affected Public: Individuals, non-
profit institutions; Federal, State, local,
government, Native Hawaiian

organizations; business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
411.

Estimated Time per Response:
Conservation and Management and
Education (“general” permits), 5 hours;
Special Ocean Use permits, 10 hours;
Native Hawaiian Practices permits, 8
hours; Recreation permits, 6 hours;
permit modification requests and final
reports, 10 hours; and annual reports, 5
hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,343.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $61,783 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs and vessel monitoring
system installation and maintenance.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
Obtain or Retain Benefits, or Mandatory.

Legal Authority: 54 U.S.C. 320301 et
seq.; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.; 16 U.S.C.
742f, 16 U.S.C. 7421; 16 U.S.C. 1431 et
seq.

IV. Request for Comments

We are soliciting public comments to
permit the Department/Bureau to: (a)
Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary for
the proper functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) Evaluate the
accuracy of our estimate of the time and
cost burden for this proposed collection,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
Evaluate ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) Minimize the
reporting burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include or
summarize each comment in our request
to OMB to approve this Information
Collection Review. Before including
your address, phone number, email
address, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your personal
identifying information—may be made
publicly available at any time. While
you may ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we

cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Sheleen Dumas,

Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of
the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18477 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-NK-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XD249]

Schedules for Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops and
Protected Species Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshops

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public workshops.

SUMMARY: Free Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops and Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification
Workshops will be held in October,
November, and December of 2023.
Certain fishermen and shark dealers are
required to attend a workshop to meet
regulatory requirements and to maintain
valid permits. Specifically, the Atlantic
Shark Identification Workshop is
mandatory for all federally permitted
Atlantic shark dealers. The Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification
Workshop is mandatory for vessel
owners and operators who use bottom
longline, pelagic longline, or gillnet
gear, and who have also been issued
shark or swordfish limited access
permits. Additional free workshops will
be conducted in 2024 and will be
announced in a future notice. In
addition, NMFS has implemented
online recertification workshops for
persons who have already taken an in-
person training.

DATES: The Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshops will be held on October 12,
2023 and November 9, 2023. The Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification
Workshops will be held on October 19,
2023, November 7, 2023, and December
5, 2023.

ADDRESSES: The Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops will be held in
Mount Pleasant, SC and Largo, FL. The
Safe Handling, Release, and
Identification Workshops will be held in
Warwick, RI, Kitty Hawk, NC, and
Manahawkin, NJ.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peter Cooper by email at peter.cooper@
noaa.gov or by phone at 301-427-8503.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Atlantic
highly migratory species (HMS)
fisheries are managed under the
authority of the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act (16 U.S.C. 971 et seq.)
and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). The 2006
Consolidated Atlantic HMS Fishery
Management Plan and its amendments
are implemented by regulations at 50
CFR part 635. Section 635.8 describes
the requirements for the Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshops and Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification
Workshops. The workshop schedules,
registration information, and a list of
frequently asked questions regarding the
Atlantic Shark Identification and Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification
workshops are available online at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-
highly-migratory-species/atlantic-shark-
identification-workshops and https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-
migratory-species/safe-handling-release-
and-identification-workshops.

Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshops

Since January 1, 2008, Atlantic shark
dealers have been prohibited from
receiving, purchasing, trading, or
bartering for Atlantic sharks unless a
valid Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshop certificate is on the premises
of each business listed under the shark
dealer permit that first receives Atlantic
sharks (71 FR 58057, October 2, 2006).
Dealers who attend and successfully
complete a workshop are issued a
certificate for each place of business that
is permitted to receive sharks. These
certificate(s) are valid for 3 years. Thus,
certificates that were initially issued in
2020 will expire in 2023.

Currently, permitted dealers may send
a proxy to an Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshop. However, if a
dealer opts to send a proxy, the dealer
must designate a proxy for each place of
business covered by the dealer’s permit
that first receives Atlantic sharks. Only
one certificate will be issued to each
proxy. A proxy must be a person who
is currently employed by a place of
business covered by the dealer’s permit;
is a primary participant in the
identification, weighing, and/or first
receipt of fish as they are offloaded from
a vessel; and who fills out dealer
reports. Atlantic shark dealers are
prohibited from renewing a Federal
shark dealer permit unless a valid
Atlantic Shark Identification Workshop

certificate for each business location
that first receives Atlantic sharks has
been submitted with the permit renewal
application. Additionally, a copy of a
valid dealer or proxy Atlantic Shark
Identification Workshop certificate must
be in any trucks or other conveyances
that are extensions of a dealer’s place of
business.

Workshop Dates, Times, and Locations

1. October 12, 2023, 12 p.m.—4 p.m.,
Holiday Inn Express Charleston NE
Mount Pleasant, 1104 Stockade Lane,
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466.

2. November 9, 2023, 12 p.m.—4 p.m.,
Hampton Inn & Suites Largo, 100 East
Bay Drive, Largo, FL 33770.

Registration

To register for a scheduled Atlantic
Shark Identification Workshop, please
contact Eric Sander at ericssharkguide@
yahoo.com or at 386—852—8588. Pre-
registration is highly recommended, but
not required.

Registration Materials

To ensure that workshop certificates
are linked to the correct permits,
participants will need to bring the
following specific items to the
workshop:

¢ Atlantic shark dealer permit holders
must bring proof that the attendee is an
owner or agent of the business (such as
articles of incorporation), a copy of the
applicable permit, and proof of
identification; and

e Atlantic shark dealer proxies must
bring documentation from the permitted
dealer acknowledging that the proxy is
attending the workshop on behalf of the
permitted Atlantic shark dealer for a
specific business location, a copy of the
appropriate valid permit, and proof of
identification.

Workshop Objectives

The Atlantic Shark Identification
Workshops are designed to reduce the
number of unknown and improperly
identified sharks reported in the dealer
reporting form and increase the
accuracy of species-specific dealer-
reported information. Reducing the
number of unknown and improperly
identified sharks will improve quota
monitoring and the data used in stock
assessments. These workshops will train
shark dealer permit holders or their
proxies to properly identify Atlantic
shark carcasses.

Safe Handling, Release, and
Identification Workshops

Since January 1, 2007, shark limited
access and swordfish limited access
permit holders who fish with longline

or gillnet gear have been required to
submit a copy of their Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshop
certificate in order to renew either
permit (71 FR 58057, October 2, 2006).
These certificate(s) are valid for 3 years.
Certificates issued in 2020 will expire in
2023. As such, vessel owners who have
not already attended a workshop and
received a NMFS certificate, or vessel
owners whose certificate(s) will expire
prior to the next permit renewal, must
attend a workshop to fish with, or
renew, their swordfish and shark
limited access permits. Additionally,
new shark and swordfish limited access
permit applicants who intend to fish
with longline or gillnet gear must attend
a Safe Handling, Release, and
Identification Workshop and submit a
copy of their workshop certificate before
either of the permits will be issued.

In addition to vessel owners, at least
one operator on board vessels issued a
limited access swordfish or shark permit
that uses longline or gillnet gear is
required to attend a Safe Handling,
Release, and Identification Workshop
and receive a certificate. Vessels that
have been issued a limited access
swordfish or shark permit and that use
longline or gillnet gear may not fish
unless both the vessel owner and
operator have valid workshop
certificates on board at all times. Vessel
operators who have not already
attended a workshop and received a
NMFS certificate, or vessel operators
whose certificate(s) will expire prior to
their next fishing trip, must attend a
workshop to operate a vessel with
swordfish and shark limited access
permits on which longline or gillnet
gear is used.

Workshop Dates, Times, and Locations

1. October 19, 2023, 9 a.m.—5 p.m.,
Hilton Garden Inn, 1 Thurber Street,
Warwick, RI 02886.

2. November 7, 2023, 9 a.m.—5 p.m.,
Hilton Garden Inn/Outer Banks-Kitty
Hawk, 5353 North Virginia Dare Trail,
Kitty Hawk, NC 27949.

3. December 5, 2023, 9 a.m.—5 p.m.,
The Mainland 151 Route 72 East,
Manahawkin, NJ 08050.

Registration

To register for a scheduled Safe
Handling, Release, and Identification
Workshop, please contact Angler
Conservation Education at 386—682—
0158. Pre-registration is highly
recommended, but not required.

Registration Materials

To ensure that workshop certificates
are linked to the correct permits,
participants will need to bring the
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following specific items with them to
the workshop:

¢ Individual vessel owners must
bring a copy of the appropriate
swordfish and/or shark permit(s), a copy
of the vessel registration or
documentation, and proof of
identification;

e Representatives of a business-
owned or co-owned vessel must bring
proof that the individual is an agent of
the business (such as articles of
incorporation), a copy of the applicable
swordfish and/or shark permit(s), and
proof of identification; and

e Vessel operators must bring proof of
identification.

Workshop Objectives

The Safe Handling, Release, and
Identification Workshops are designed
to teach the owner and operator of a
vessel that fisheries with longline or
gillnet gear the required techniques for
the safe handling and release of
entangled and/or hooked protected
species, such as sea turtles, marine
mammals, smalltooth sawfish, Atlantic
sturgeon, and prohibited sharks. In an
effort to improve reporting, the proper
identification of protected species and
prohibited sharks will also be taught at
these workshops. Additionally,
individuals attending these workshops
will gain a better understanding of the
requirements for participating in these
fisheries. The overall goal of these
workshops is to provide participants
with the skills needed to reduce the
mortality of protected species and
prohibited sharks, which may prevent
additional regulations on these fisheries
in the future.

Online Recertification Workshops

NMFS implemented an online option
for shark dealers and owners and
operators of vessels that fish with
longline and gillnet gear to renew their
certificates in December 2021. To be
eligible for online recertification
workshops, dealers and vessel owners
and operators need to have previously
attended an in-person workshop.
Information about the courses is
available online at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-
migratory-species/atlantic-shark-
identification-workshops and https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-
migratory-species/safe-handling-release-
and-identification-workshops. To access
the course please visit: https://
hmsworkshop.fisheries.noaa.gov/start.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18493 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XD277]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod Trawl
Cooperative Program; Public
Workshop

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notification of public workshop.

SUMMARY: NMFS will present a public
workshop on the implementation of the
Pacific cod Trawl Cooperative Program
(PCTC Program or Program) for
potentially eligible participants and
other interested parties. The PCTC
Program allocates Pacific cod harvest
quota to qualifying groundfish License
Limitation Program (LLP) license
holders and qualifying processors and
requires participants to form
cooperatives to harvest the quota. At the
workshop, NMFS will provide an
overview of the PCTC Program, discuss
the key PCTC Program elements,
describe the process for participating in
the Program, and answer questions.
NMEFS is conducting this public
workshop to provide assistance to
fishery participants in understanding
and reviewing this Program.

DATES: The same workshop will be
presented in Seattle and then via
webinar. The first workshop will be
held in-person on Wednesday,
September 20, 2023 from 5:30 to 7:30
p-m. Pacific Standard Time in Seattle,
Washington and will not have a webinar
option. The second workshop will be
held via webinar on Wednesday,
September 27, 2023 from 5:30 to 7:30
p-m. Alaska Standard Time.
ADDRESSES: The first workshop on
September 20 will be held in Seattle,
Washington at The Mountaineers Seattle
Program Center, 7700 Sand Point Way
NE, Seattle, WA 98115. The second
workshop will be held via webinar and
the link to the meeting is: https://
meet.google.com/oky-ajgw-nhm. A
phone connect is also available by
calling +1 502—-518-3401 and entering
the following pin number: 163 659
782#.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephanie Warpinski,
stephanie.warpinski@noaa.gov, (907)-
586—7234.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
published a final rule that implements
Amendment 122 to the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Management Area
(BSAI) Groundfish Fishery Management
Plan (FMP) on (88 FR 53704, August 8,
2023). The PCTC Program assigns
Pacific cod harvest quota to qualifying
groundfish LLP license holders and
qualifying processors. The Program is a
limited access privilege program for the
harvest of Pacific cod in the BSAI trawl
catcher vessel (CV) sector. Under the
Program, participants holding quota
share (QQS) form harvesting cooperatives
in association with a processor to
harvest the annual harvest privilege of
Pacific cod.

The PCTC Program implements a
complex suite of measures to improve
fishery conditions for all participants.
This Program establishes criteria for
harvesters and processors in the BSAI
trawl CV sector Pacific cod fishery to
qualify for and receive QS, criteria for
allocating QS in the initial year of
implementation, and criteria for the
transfer of QS. QS holders are required
to join a cooperative (harvesters) or
associate with a cooperative
(processors). The aggregate QS of
cooperative members and associated
processors yields an exclusive harvest
privilege for PCTC Program
cooperatives, which NMFS will issue as
cooperative quota (CQ) each year. CQ
represents a portion of the A and B
season BSAI trawl CV sector Pacific cod
Directed Fishing Allowance (DFA). Of
the total annual CQ, 77.5 percent is
derived from QS issued to LLP licenses,
and 22.5 percent is derived from QS
issued to processors. The DFA for the C
season remains available for harvest as
a limited access fishery open to all CVs
with the required trawl gear and area
endorsements on the LLP license
assigned to the vessel.

As required under Magnuson-Stevens
Act section 303A(c)(5)(D), the PCTC
Program includes ownership and use
caps to prevent a permit holder from
acquiring an excessive share of the
fishery. No person is permitted to hold
more than 5 percent of harvester-issued
QS or 20 percent of processor-issued
QS. In addition, no vessel is allowed to
harvest more than 5 percent of the
annual CQ, and no company is allowed
to process more than 20 percent of the
annual CQ. The PCTC Program also
includes legacy exemptions for persons
over these ownership and use caps at
the time of PCTC Program
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implementation, allowing participants
to maintain levels of historical
participation rather than forcing
divestiture.

The PCTC Program reduces the
halibut and crab Prohibited Species
Catch (PSC) limits for participating
trawl CVs during the A and B seasons.
NMEFS will apportion halibut and crab
PSC limits to PCTC Program
cooperatives during the annual harvest
specifications process based on the
percentage of total BSAI Pacific cod CQ
allocated to each cooperative.

To support the sustained participation
of AT communities in the Pacific cod
trawl CV fishery, cooperatives are
required to collectively set-aside 12
percent of the A season CQ for delivery
to an Aleutian Islands shoreplant (Al
CQ set-aside) during years in which an
Al community representative notifies
NMFS of their intent to process Pacific
cod.

At this time, NMFS mailed out official
records to eligible participants who
have until October 10, 2023 to submit
the Application for PCTC Program QS to
NMFS. Any participants who do not
join or associate with a cooperative by
November 1 will not receive benefits
from their QS for the 2024 fishing
season. On November 1, 2023, all
cooperatives must submit Applications
for PCTC Program Cooperative Quota to
NMFS. For the calendar year 2023, to
provide for implementation of the
Program during its first year, NMFS will
allow each cooperative to submit the
inter-cooperative agreement on or before
December 31, 2023, after the November
1 deadline for the Application for PCTC
Program CQ.

NMFS is conducting two public
workshops to provide assistance to
fishery participants in reviewing the
requirements of the Program. At the
workshops, NMFS will provide an
overview of the Program, and discuss
the key Program elements, including the
process to apply for QS; cooperative and
limited access participation provisions;
cooperative quota transfer provisions;
the appeals process; monitoring and
enforcement; and electronic reporting.
Additionally, NMFS will answer
questions from workshop participants.
For further information on the Program,
please visit the NMFS Alaska Region
website here: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
amendment-122-fishery-management-
plan-groundfish-bering-sea-and-
aleutian-islands-management.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Stephanie

Warpinski, stephanie.warpinski@
noaa.gov, at least 5 working days prior
to the meeting date.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18530 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XD285]

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) will hold a meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, September 12, 2023, starting at
10 a.m. and continuing through 1 p.m.
on Wednesday, September 13, 2023. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for agenda
details.

ADDRESSES: This will be an in-person
meeting with a virtual option. SSC
members, other invited meeting
participants, and members of the public
will have the option to participate in
person or virtually via Webex webinar.
Webinar connection instructions and
briefing materials will be available at:
www.mafmec.org/ssc.

Meeting address: Royal Sonesta
Harbor Court Baltimore, 550 Light
Street, Baltimore, MD.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N. State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—2331; website:
www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council; telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: During
this meeting, the SSC will discuss
recent research that evaluates the
science implications and fishery
interactions associated with offshore
wind development. The SSC will
receive an update on the Council’s
development of the Recreational
Measures Setting Process Framework,
including anticipated model

development and management strategy
evaluation analysis to support the
action. The SSC will review and provide
feedback on the updated Scup discard
report and Gear Restricted Area (GRA)
analysis. The SSC will get an overview
of the Northeast commercial port
sampling program and an update on
Atlantic Mackerel management track
stock assessment and projection
scenarios. The SSC will also receive
updates from the SSC ecosystem work
group and the SSC overfishing limit
(OFL) coefficient of variation (CV) sub-
group. The SSC may take up any other
business as necessary.

A detailed agenda and background
documents will be made available on
the Council’s website (www.mafmc.org)
prior to the meeting.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aid should be directed to
Shelley Spedden, (302) 526-5251, at
least 5 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18431 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XD292]

Western Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The Western Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold its 149th Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC) and its 196th Council
meeting to take actions on fishery
management issues in the Western
Pacific Region. The Council will also
hold meetings of the following standing
committees: Pelagic and International
Standing Committee (SC); Program
Planning SC; Fishing Rights of
Indigenous Peoples SC; and Executive
and Budget SC.

DATES: The meetings will be held
between September 12 and September
20, 2023. For specific times and
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agendas, see SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

ADDRESSES: The 149th SSC meeting will
be held as a hybrid meeting for SSC
members and the public, with a remote
participation option available via
WebEx. In-person attendance will be
hosted at the Council office, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813.

The Pelagic and International SC,
Program Planning SC, Fishing Rights of
Indigenous Peoples SC, and Executive
and Budget SC meetings will be held in-
person at the Council office, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813.

The 196th Council Meeting will be
held as a hybrid meeting for Council
members and the public, with a remote
participation option available via
Webex. In-person attendance will be
hosted at the Ala Moana Hotel, Hibiscus
Ballroom, 410 Atkinson Drive,
Honolulu, HI 96814.

Specific information on joining the
meeting, connecting to the web
conference and providing oral public
comments will be posted on the Council
website at www.wpcouncil.org. For
assistance with the web conference
connection, contact the Council office at
(808) 522-8220.

Council address: Western Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kitty M. Simonds, Executive Director,
Western Pacific Fishery Management
Council; phone: (808) 522—-8220.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 149th
SSC meeting will be held between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. Hawaii Standard Time
(HST) on September 12—13, and 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m. on September 14, 2023. The
Pelagic and International SC meeting
will be held between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
HST on September 15, 2023. The
Program Planning SC meeting will be
held between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
HST on September 15, 2023. The
Fishing Rights of Indigenous Peoples SC
meeting will be held between 2 p.m.
and 4 p.m. on September 15, 2023. The
Executive and Budget SC meeting will
be held between 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
HST on September 15, 2023. The 196th
Council Meeting will be held between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. HST on September 18—
20, 2023. Public Comment on Non-
Agenda Items will be held between 4
p-m. and 4:30 p.m. HST on September
18, 2023. The Fishers Forum will be
held between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. HST on
September 18, 2023.

Agenda items noted as “Final Action”
refer to actions that may result in

Council transmittal of a proposed
fishery management plan, proposed
plan amendment, or proposed
regulations to the U.S. Secretary of
Commerce, under Sections 304 or 305 of
the MSA. In addition to the agenda
items listed here, the Council and its
advisory bodies will hear
recommendations from Council
advisors. An opportunity to submit
public comment will be provided
throughout the agendas. The order in
which agenda items are addressed may
change and will be announced in
advance at the Council meeting. The
meetings will run as late as necessary to
complete scheduled business.

Background documents for the 196th
Council meeting will be available at
www.wpcouncil.org. Written public
comments on final action items at the
196th Council meeting should be
received at the Council office by 5 p.m.
HST, Thursday, September 14, 2023,
and should be sent to Kitty M. Simonds,
Executive Director; Western Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813, phone: (808) 522-8220 or fax:
(808) 522—-8226; or email: info@
wpcouncil.org. Written public
comments on all other agenda items
may be submitted for the record by
email throughout the duration of the
meeting. Instructions for providing oral
public comments during the meeting
will be posted on the Council website.
This meeting will be recorded (audio
only) for the purposes of generating the
minutes of the meeting.

Agenda for the 149th SSC Meeting

Tuesday, September 12, 2023, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. HST

1. Introductions
2. Approval of Draft Agenda and
Assignment of Rapporteurs
3. Status of the 148th SSC Meeting
Recommendations
4. Pacific Islands Fisheries Science
Center (PIFSC) Director Report
5. Island Fisheries
A. American Samoa Bottomfish
Management Unit Species
A.1. P* and SEEM Working Group
Reports
A.2. Discontinuing the Rebuilding
Plan and Setting Acceptable
Biological Catch for 2024-2026
(Action Item)
B. Main Hawaiian Islands (MHI) Deep
7 Bottomfish Stock Assessment
Western Pacific Stock Assessment
Review (WPSAR) Terms of
Reference
C. MHI Uku Ecosystem and
Socioeconomic Profile Report Cards
D. Public Comment

E. SSC Discussion and

Recommendations
6. Pelagic and International Fisheries

A. American Samoa Longline Fishery
Report

B. Hawaii Longline Fishery Report

C. 2024 U.S. Territorial Bigeye Tuna
Catch Limit and Allocation
Specifications (Action Item)

D. Scenarios for Implementation of
Electronic Monitoring in Western
Pacific Longline Fisheries

E. Feasibility of Stock Assessments for
Incidental Pelagic MUS

F. International Fisheries

F.1. Western and Central Pacific
Ocean (WCPO) Longline
Management Workshop

F.2. 19th Western and Central Pacific
Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)
Science Committee

F.3. 19th International Scientific
Committee (ISC) Meeting

G. Public Comment

H. SSC Discussion and
Recommendations

Wednesday, September 13, 2023, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. HST

7. Protected Species

A. Green Sea Turtle Critical Habitat
Proposed Designations

B. Update on the Hawaii Pelagic False
Killer Whale Assessment Approach

C. Public Comment

D. SSC Discussion and
Recommendations

8. Program Planning and Research

A. NMFS Draft Climate Governance
Policy

B. Inflation Reduction Act Overview

C. Priorities for Addressing Climate
Change in Fishery Management

C.1. NMFS National Activities and
Priorities (including Ocean Climate
Action Plan)

C.2. NMFS Regional Activities and
Priorities (including Pacific Islands
Regional Action Plan & Climate,
Ecosystem and Fisheries Initiative)

C.3. PIFSC Funding Priorities for
Climate-Ready Fisheries (including
Inflation Reduction Act)

C.4. Council Management Priorities
for Addressing Climate ChangeC.5
SSC Discussion on Climate Change
and Fisheries Science Priorities for
Management

D. Proposed Designation of a Pacific
Remote Islands National Marine
Sanctuary

D.1. Updates from Federal Agencies

D.2. Review of Existing Fishing
Regulations and Options for
Developing Fishing Regulations
(Action Item)

E. Council five-year Program Plan
Updates

F. Review of Council Research
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Priorities

G. Review of SSC Plan 2021-2023 and
Development of 2024-2026 Plan

H. National Standards 4, 8 and 9
Review Working Group Report

I. National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine
(NASEM) Committee on Assessing
Equity in the Distribution of
Fisheries Management Benefits

J. Public Comment

K. SSC Discussion and
Recommendations

Thursday, September 14, 2023, 9 a.m. to

1
9

1

p.m. HST

. Other Business
A. December SSC Meetings Dates
0. Summary of SSC Recommendations
to the Council

Agenda for the Pelagic and
International SC Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 9 a.m. to 11

a
1

2.

7.
8.
9.

.m. HST

. Hawaii and American Samoa
Longline Fishery Updates

2024 U.S. Territorial Bigeye Tuna
Catch Limit and Allocation
Specification (Action Item)

. Scenarios for Implementing
Electronic Monitoring in Western
Pacific Longline Fisheries

. Pacific Remote Island Areas Proposed
Sanctuary Updates

. Updates from the U.S. Department of
State

. 19th Scientific Committee of the
WCPFC

. Issues Leading into U.S. Permanent
Advisory Committee to WCPFC

. Advisory Group Report and

Recommendations

Other Business

Public Comment

Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the Program Planning SC
Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. HST

1
2

3

4

5
6
7

. Welcome and Introductions
. Addressing Climate Change in
Fishery Management
A. NMFS National and Regional
Activities and Priorities
B. Ocean Climate Action Plan
. Inflation Reduction Act
A. Council Management Priorities for
Addressing Climate Change
B. Council Program Planning and
Multi-year Priorities
. Advisory Group Reports and
Recommendations
. Other Business
. Public Comment
. Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the Fishing Rights of
Indigenous Peoples SC Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. HST

1.
2.

5.
6.
7.

Welcome and Introductions

Addressing Equity and
Environmental Justice in Fisheries
Management

A. Report on NASEM’s Committee on
Assessing Equity in the Distribution
of Fisheries Management Benefits

B. Updates on NMFS EE]J Regional
Implementation Plan

C. Report out on NMFS engagement in
the Territories

D. Updates on Marine Resource
Education Program (MREP)

. Council Program Planning and Multi-

year Priorities

. Advisory Group Reports and

Recommendations
Other Business
Public Comment
Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the Executive and Budget
SC Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. HST

1.

OO U W

9.

Introductions and Approval of
Agenda

. Financial Reports

. Administrative Reports

. Inflation Reduction Act

. Update on Program Planning

. Climate Change Governance Policy

. Council Family Changes

. Territorial Fishery Management Plan

Development
Meetings and Workshops

10. Other Business
11. Public Comment
12. Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the 196th Council Meeting

Monday, September 18, 2023, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. HST

1.
2.

3.
4.

Welcome and Introductions

Oath of Office—New Council
Members

Approval of the 196th CM Agenda

Approval of the 195th CM Meeting
Minutes

. Executive Director’s Report
. Agency Reports

A. National Marine Fisheries Service

A.1. Pacific Islands Regional Office

A.2. Pacific Islands Fisheries Science
Center

B. NOAA Office of General Counsel
Pacific Islands Section

C. Enforcement

C.1. U.S. Coast Guard

C.2. NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement

C.3. NOAA Office of General Counsel
Enforcement Section

D. U.S. State Department

E. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

F. Public Comment

G. Council Discussion and Action

7. Hawai‘i Archipelago & Pacific Remote
Island Areas (PRIA)

A. Moku Pepa

B. Department of Land and Natural
Resources/Division of Aquatic
Resources Report

C. Review of Fishing Regulations in
the Pacific Remote Island Areas

D. Options for Developing Fishing
Regulations in the Proposed Pacific
Remote Islands National Marine
Sanctuary (Initial Action)

E. MHI Deep 7 Bottomfish Stock
Assessment WPSAR Terms of
Reference

F. Hawaii Uku Fishery

F.1. Uku EBFM Project

F.2. MHI Uku Ecosystem and
Socioeconomic Profile Report Card

G. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

G.1. Advisory Panel

G.2. Pelagic Plan Team

G.3. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

G.4. Scientific & Statistical Committee

H. Public Comment

I. Council Discussion and Action

Monday, September 18, 2023, 4 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. HST

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items

Monday, September 18, 2023, 6 p.m. to
9 p.m. HST

Fishers Forum: What’s in the Gut?

Tuesday, September 19, 2023, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. HST

8. American Samoa Archipelago

A. Motu Lipoti

B. Department of Marine and Wildlife
Resources Report

C. American Samoa Bottomfish

C.1. P* and SEEM Working Group
Reports

C.2. Discontinuing the Rebuilding
Plan and Annual Catch Limit
Specifications for 2024-2026
(Initial Action)

D. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

D.1. Advisory Panel

D.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

D.3. Scientific & Statistical Committee

E. Public Comment

F. Council Discussion and Action

9. Mariana Archipelago

A. Guam

A.1. Department of Agriculture/
Division of Aquatic and Wildlife
Resources Report

A.2. Isla Informe

A.3. Review of the Guam Marine
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Conservation Plan (Action Item)

B. CNMI

B.1. Arongol Falu

B.2. Department of Land and Natural
Resources/Division of Fish and
Wildlife Report

B.3. Review of the CNMI Marine
Conservation Plan (Action Item)

C. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

C.1. Advisory Panel

C.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

C.3. Scientific and Statistical
Committee

D. Public Comment

E. Council Discussion and Action

10. Protected Species

A. Endangered Species Act and
Marine Mammal Protection Act
Updates

A.1. Green Sea Turtle Critical Habitat
Proposed Designations

A.2. Other Updates

B. Update on the Hawaii Pelagic False
Killer Whale Assessment Approach

C. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

C.1. Advisory Panel

C.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

C.3. Pelagic Plan Team

C.4. Scientific & Statistical Committee

D. Public Comment

E. Council Discussion and Action

Wednesday, September 20, 2023, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. HST

11. Program Planning and Research

A. Climate Change Governance Policy

B. Inflation Reduction Act Overview

C. NMFS Priorities for Addressing
Climate Change in Fishery
Management

C.1. National Activities and Priorities
(including Ocean Climate Action
Plan)

C.2. Regional Activities and Priorities
(including Pacific Islands Regional
Action Plan and CEFI)

D. Council Program Planning and
Multi-Year Priorities

D.1. Council Management Priorities
for Addressing Climate Change

D.2. Inflation Reduction Act Planning

E. National Legislative Report

F. Report on National Standard 4, 8,
& 9 Review

G. NASEM Committee on Assessing
Equity in the Distribution of
Fisheries Management Benefits

H. National Seafood Strategy

I. Regional Communications &
Outreach Report

J. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

J.1. Advisory Panel

J.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

J.3. Pelagic Plan Team

J.4. Education Committee

].5. Scientific & Statistical Committee

K. Program Planning Standing
Committee Report

L. Fishing Rights of Indigenous
People Standing Committee Report

M. Public Comment

N. Council Discussion and Action

12. Pelagic & International Fisheries

A. American Samoa Longline Fishery
Report

B. Hawaii Longline Fishery Report

C. 2024 U.S. Territorial Bigeye Tuna
Catch Limit and Allocation
Specification (Final Action)

D. Scenarios for Implementing
Electronic Monitoring in Western
Pacific Longline Fisheries

E. International Fisheries

E.1. 19th Meeting of the ISC

E.2. 19th Scientific Committee of the
WCPFC

E.3. 3rd Western and Central Pacific
Ocean Longline Management
Workshop

F. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

F.1. Advisory Panel

F.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

F.3. Pelagic Plan Team

F.4. Scientific & Statistical Committee

G. Pelagic and International Standing
Committee Report

H. Public Comment

I. Council Discussion and Action

13. Administrative Matters

A. Financial Reports

B. Administrative Reports

C. Council Family Changes

D. Meetings and Workshops

E. Report on Program Plan

F. Executive and Budget Standing
Committee Report

G. Public Comment

H. Council Discussion and Action

14. Other Business

Non-emergency issues not contained
in this agenda may come before the
Council for discussion and formal
Council action during its 196th meeting.
However, Council action on regulatory
issues will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this document and
any regulatory issue arising after
publication of this document that
requires emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are accessible to
people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Kitty M. Simonds, (808) 522—-8220

(voice) or (808) 522—-8226 (fax), at least

5 days prior to the meeting date.
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: August 23, 2023.

Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18492 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XD286]

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (MAFMC)
Ecosystem and Ocean Planning
Advisory Panel and Committee will
hold a meeting. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION for agenda details.

DATES: The meeting will take place from
Wednesday, September 13, 2023, at 1:30
p.m. to Thursday, September 14, 2023 at
4 p.m.

ADDRESSES: This will be an in-person
meeting with a virtual option. Advisory
Panel and Committee members, other
invited meeting participants, and
members of the public will have the
option to participate in person at the
Royal Sonesta Harbor Court, 550 Light
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, or
virtually via Webex webinar. Webinar
connection instructions and briefing
materials will be available at
www.mafmc.org/ssc.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—2331; website:
www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: During
this meeting, the Ecosystem and Ocean
Planning Advisory Panel and
Committee will review a draft policy/
process for MAFMC review of exempted
fishing permit applications for species
listed as ecosystem components under
the MAFMC’s Unmanaged Forage
Omnibus Amendment. The Advisory
Panel and Committee will then provide


http://www.mafmc.org/ssc
http://www.mafmc.org

Federal Register/Vol. 83, No. 165/Monday, August 28, 2023/ Notices

58559

recommendations to the MAFMC for
revisions to or adoption of this policy.
The Advisory Panel and Committee will
also discuss an ongoing comprehensive
review of the MAFMC Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries Management
(EAFM) risk assessment. The Advisory
Panel and Committee will review all
components of the risk assessment,
including elements, definitions,
indicators, and risk ranking criteria.
They will then develop
recommendations for MAFMC
consideration for revisions to the EAFM
risk assessment and potential
opportunities to apply the risk
assessment in the management process.
A detailed agenda and background
documents will be made available on
the Council’s website (www.mafmc.org)
prior to the meeting.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aid should be directed to
Shelley Spedden, (302) 526-5251, at
least 5 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18491 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XD273]

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Take of Anadromous Fish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of issuance of 17
scientific research permits.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
NMEF'S has issued 17 scientific research
permits under the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) to the individuals and

organizations listed in Table 1. The
research is intended to increase
knowledge of species listed under the
ESA and to help guide management and
conservation efforts.

ADDRESSES: The permits and related
documents are available for review
upon written request via email to
nmfs.wcr-apps@noaa.gov (please
include the permit number in the
subject line of the email).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shivonne Nesbit, Portland, OR ((ph.:
541-805-5320), email:
Shivonne.Nesbit@noaa.gov).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice
was published in the Federal Register
on the dates listed below that requests
for permits and permit modifications
had been submitted by the below-named
applicants. To locate the Federal
Register notice that announced our
receipt of the applications and a
complete description of the research, go
to https://www.federalregister.gov and
search on the permit number and
Federal Register notice information
provided in the table below.

TABLE 1—ISSUED PERMITS AND PERMIT MODIFICATIONS

Permit No. RTID Applicant Previous Federal Register notice Issuance date

1134-8R ..... 0648-XC771 ... | Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission; 729 NE Oregon Street, 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 21, 2023.
Suite 200, Portland, OR 97232-2107 (Responsible Party: Robert
Lothrop).

15573-4R ... | 0648-XC771 ... | Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District; P.O. Box 150, Willows, CA 95988 (Re- | 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | March 31, 2023.
sponsible party: Thad Bettner).

15824-3R ... | 0648-XC771 ... | County of Santa Cruz, Environmental Health Services; 701 Ocean 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | March 31, 2023.
Street, Room 312, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 (Responsible party: Sierra
Ryan).

16303-3R ... | 0648-XC771 ... | USGS Western Fisheries Research Center; 6505 NE 65th Street, Se- | 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 6, 2023.
attle, WA 98115 (Responsible party: Michael Schmidt).

21061-2R ... | 0648-XC771 ... | Windward Environmental; 200 W Mercer St. Suite 401, Seattle, WA 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 5, 2023.
98119 (Responsible party: Thai Do).

22093-2R ... | 0648-XC771 ... | Snoqualmie Valley Watershed Improvement District; PO Box 1148, 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 6, 2023.
Carnation, WA 98014 (Responsible party: Andrea Obst).

22998-2R ... | 0648-XC771 ... | U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Western Washington Fish and Wildlife 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 6, 2023.
Conservation; 510 Desmond Dr SE 102, Lacey, WA 98503 (Respon-
sible party: Jeffery Johnson).

26368—2M .. | 0648—-XC771 ... | Idaho State University; 1856 S 3rd Ave, Pocatello, ID 83201 (Respon- | 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 4, 2023.
sible party: Tyler Breech).

26714 ... 0648-XC771 ... | Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife; 65495 Alder Slope Rd., En- 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 4, 2023.
terprise, OR 97828 (Responsible party: Michael Lance).

26766 ......... 0648-XC771 ... | Washington Department of Natural Resources, Small Forest Land- 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 4, 2023.
owners Office; PO Box 544, Twisp, WA 98856 (Responsible party:
Brent Haverkamp).

26968 ......... 0648-XC771 ... | California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Aquatic Bioassessment 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | March 31, 2023.
Lab; 2005 Nimbus Rd, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 (Responsible
party: Alison Furler).

27069 ......... 0648-XC771 ... | Thomas Gast & Associates Environmental Consultants; PO Box 1137, | 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | June 20, 2023.
Arcata, CA 95518 (Responsible party: Thomas Gast).

27091 ......... 0648-XC771 ... | Port of Seattle, Maritime Environment & Sustainability; PO Box 1209, 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 6, 2023.
Seattle, WA 98111 (Responsible party: Sloan Jon).

27098 ......... 0648-XC771 ... | WA Department of Natural Resources, Aquatic Resources; 1111 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 6, 2023.
Washington St SE, Olympia, WA 98504 (Responsible party: Ron
Coleman).

27129 ......... 0648-XC771 ... | United States Geological Survey; 10615 SE Cherry Blossom Dr., Port- | 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 7, 2023.
land, OR 97216 (Responsible party: lan Waite).

27162 ......... 0648-XC771 ... | Washington Department of Natural Resources, Olympic Region; 411 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | August 14, 2023.
Tillicum Lane, Forks, WA 98331 (Responsible party: Drew
Rosanbalm).

27212 ... 0648-XC771 ... | Oregon State University, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife; 104 88 FR 10295, February 17, 2023 .... | April 4, 2023.
Nash Hall, Corvallis, OR 97330 (Responsible party: Brian
Sidlauskas).
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In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final
determination has been made that the
activities proposed are categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Authority

Scientific research permits are issued
in accordance with section 10(a)(1)(A)
of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and
regulations governing listed fish and
wildlife permits (50 CFR 222-226).
NMEFS issues permits based on finding
that such permits: (1) are applied for in
good faith; (2) if granted and exercised,
would not operate to the disadvantage
of the listed species that are the subject
of the permit; and, (3) are consistent
with the purposes and policy of section
2 of the ESA. The authority to take
listed species is subject to conditions set
forth in the permits.

Dated: August 22, 2023.

Angela Somma,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office

of Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18420 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Request for Public Comment on Draft
Hydrographic Survey Specifications
and Deliverables

AGENCY: Office of Coast Survey,
National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Request for comments.

SUMMARY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA'’s) Office of Coast Survey (OCS)
requests public comment from all
interested parties on a draft of the
newly-revised Hydrographic Survey
Specifications and Deliverables
document (HSSD). The HSSD has been
rewritten to be more forward looking
with respect to new and developing
technologies, best facilitate the use of
automated tools, and better integrate
with the S—100 based products and the
National Bathymetric Source (NBS),
which is the OCS database for best-
available bathymetry. Additionally, the
revised HSSD will better accommodate
the increasing amounts of hydrographic
data obtained from external sources,

with metadata tags to denote data
quality and universal data licenses to
define terms of use, which will result in
more streamlined, standardized
workflows. Numerous subject matter
experts collaborated to modernize the
HSSD so that it best supports OCS as a
data-driven organization.

DATES: Comments must be received via
email by 5 p.m. ET on October 12, 2023.

ADDRESSES: A copy of the revised HSSD
may be downloaded or viewed at:
https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/
publications/docs/standards-and-
requirements/specs/HSSD 2023-2-
02.pdf.

All comments must be submitted by
email to hssd.staff@noaa.gov by 5 p.m.
ET on October 12, 2023.

Instructions: Please include ‘“Public
Comment on Revised HSSD” in the
subject line of the email message. If
applicable, clearly indicate the HSSD
section and page number to which
submitted comments pertain. All
submissions must be in English. Email
attachments will be accepted in plain
text, Microsoft Word, or Adobe PDF
formats only. Each individual or
institution is requested to submit only
one comment. Please note that the U.S.
Government will not pay for response
preparation or the use of any
information contained in the response.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Matt Wilson,
NOAA Office of Coast Survey, at
hssd.staff@noaa.gov, (757) 828—-6915.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the Coast and Geodetic
Survey Act, 33 U.S.C. 883 et seq., and
the Hydrographic Services Improvement
Act, 33 U.S.C. 892 et seq., NOAA
promulgates standards and
specifications for hydrographic data in
the HSSD in order to ensure safe and
efficient navigation in support of our
maritime economy. NOAA has revised
the HSSD to better accommodate new
and developing technologies and
increasing amounts of externally-
sourced hydrographic data submissions.
The revised HSSD facilitates more
streamlined workflows via critical
metadata tags and universal data
licenses, and is better integrated with
the NBS program, for a more efficient
means of product generation and public
access to our national bathymetry.

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 883 et seq.; 33
U.S.C. 892 et seq.

RDML Benjamin K. Evans,

Director, Office of Coast Survey, National
Ocean Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18525 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-JE-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XD239]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Monkfish Committee via webinar to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). Recommendations from this
group will be brought to the full Council
for formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: This webinar will be held on
Wednesday, September 13, 2023, from 9
a.umn. to 1 p.m.

ADDRESSES:

Webinar registration URL
information: https://attendee.
gotowebinar.com/register/
774583284656558933.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Agenda

The Monkfish Committee will meet to
receive Advisory Panel comments on
fishery performance and outlook for the
remainder of fishing year 2023, as well
as reviewing the outcomes and
recommendations of the Monkfish
Research-Set-Aside (RSA) Working
Group and make recommendations to
the Council on next steps with the RSA
program. They will make
recommendations to the Council for
monkfish-related work in 2024, which
could include developing regulatory
changes to the RSA program.
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Other business will be discussed as
necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained on the agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency. The public also should be
aware that the meeting will be recorded.
Consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1852, a copy
of the recording is available upon
request.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465—0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18434 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION

[CPSC Docket No. 23-C0003]

Whirlpool Corporation

AGENCY: Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commission publishes in
the Federal Register any settlement that
it provisionally accepts under the
Consumer Product Safety Act.
Published below is a provisionally
accepted Settlement Agreement with
Whirlpool Corporation containing a
civil penalty in the amount of
$11,500,000, subject to the terms and
conditions of the Settlement Agreement.
The Commission voted unanimously (4—
0) to provisionally accept the proposed
Settlement Agreement and Order
pertaining to Whirlpool Corporation.
DATES: Any interested person may ask
the Commission not to accept this
agreement or otherwise comment on its
contents by filing a written request with
the Office of the Secretary by September
12, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Persons wishing to
comment on this Settlement Agreement
should send written comments to
Comment 23—-C0003, Office of the
Secretary, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, 4330 East West Highway,
Bethesda, MD 20814; telephone: (240)
863—8938 (mobile), (301) 504-7479
(office); email: cpsc-os@cpsc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joseph Kessler, Trial Attorney, Division
of Enforcement and Litigation, Office of
Compliance and Field Operations,
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
4330 East West Highway, Bethesda,
Maryland 20814; jkessler@cpsc.gov,
301-504-7602 (office).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The text of
the Settlement Agreement and Order
appear below.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Alberta E. Mills,
Secretary.

United States of America
Consumer Product Safety Commission

In the Matter of: Whirlpool Corporation
CPSC Docket No.: 23—C0003

Settlement Agreement

1. In accordance with the Consumer
Product Safety Act, 15 U.S.C. 2051—
2089 (“CPSA”), and 16 CFR 1118.20,
Whirlpool Corporation (“Whirlpool” or
the “Firm”’), and the United States
Consumer Product Safety Commission
(“Commission”), through its staff,
hereby enter into this Settlement
Agreement (“Agreement”). The
Agreement and the incorporated
attached Order resolve staff’s charges set
forth below.

The Parties

2. The Commission is an independent
federal regulatory agency, established
pursuant to, and responsible for, the
enforcement of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C.
2051-2089. By executing the
Agreement, staff is acting on behalf of
the Commission, pursuant to 16 CFR
1118.20(b). The Commission issues the
Order under the provisions of the CPSA.

3. Whirlpool is a corporation,
organized and existing under the laws of
the state of Delaware, with its principal
place of business in Benton Harbor,
Michigan.

Staff Charges

4. Between December 2016 and July
2019, Whirlpool manufactured and
distributed in the United States
approximately 20,000 units of various
KitchenAid, Whirlpool, and JennAir
electric radiant heat glass cooktops,
model numbers KCES950HSS,
KCES950HBL, KCES956HSS,

KCES956HBL, WCE97USOHS,
WCE97USOHB, WCE97US6HS,
WCE97US6HB, JEC4430HS, JEC4430HB,
JEC4536HS, JEC4536HB, JEC4424HB,
JED4430GB, JED4430GS, JED4536GB,
and JED4536GS (‘“‘Subject Products”).

5. The Subject Products are
“consumer products” that were
“manufactured” and ‘“distribut[ed] in
commerce,” as those terms are defined
or used in sections 3(a)(5), (7), and (10)
of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C. 2052(a)(5), (8),
and (10). Whirlpool is a “manufacturer”
of the Subject Products, as such term is
defined in section 3(a)(11) of the CPSA,
15 U.S.C. 2052(a)(11).

Violation of CPSA Section 19(a)(4)

6. The Subject Products contain a
defect which could create a substantial
product hazard or create an
unreasonable risk of serious injury or
death because one or more cooktop
surface elements can turn on by
themselves, posing a fire and burn
hazard.

7. Beginning in November 2017 and
continuing into 2019, Whirlpool
received numerous reports from
consumers that cooktop surface
elements turned on by themselves.

8. Between 2007 and 2015, CPSC had
publicly announced at least five recalls
involving gas or electric cooktops
manufactured by other firms reportedly
turning on by themselves or not turning
off, with each recall announcement
warning that the defect presented a fire
or burn hazard.

9. Despite possessing information that
reasonably supported the conclusion
that the Subject Products contained a
defect that could create a substantial
product hazard or created an
unreasonable risk of serious injury or
death, Whirlpool did not immediately
report to the Commission.

10. By the time Whirlpool filed an
initial report with the Commission
under 15 U.S.C. 2064(b) concerning the
Subject Products, the Firm had received
at least 157 reports of Subject Products
turning on by themselves, including 14
reports of property damage, four reports
of objects igniting, and two reports of
minor burns.

11. The Commission and Whirlpool
jointly announced the recall of the
Subject Products on August 28, 2019.

Failure to Timely Report

12. Despite having information
reasonably supporting the conclusion
that the Subject Products contained a
defect or created an unreasonable risk of
serious injury or death, Whirlpool did
not notify the Commission immediately
of such defect or risk, as required by
section 15(b)(4) of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C.
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2064(b)(4), in violation of section
19(a)(4) of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C.
2068(a)(4).

13. Because the information in
Whirlpool’s possession about the
Subject Products constituted actual and
presumed knowledge, Whirlpool
knowingly violated section 19(a)(4) of
the CPSA, 15 U.S.C. 2068(a)(4), as the
term “‘knowingly” is defined in section
20(d) of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C. 2069(d).

14. Pursuant to section 20 of the
CPSA, 15 U.S.C. 2069, Whirlpool is
subject to civil penalties for its knowing
violation of section 19(a)(4) of the
CPSA, 15 U.S.C. 2068(a)(4).

Response of Whirlpool

15. This agreement does not
constitute an admission by Whirlpool to
the staff’s charges as set forth in
paragraphs 4 through 14 above,
including without limitation that the
Subject Products contained a defect that
could create a substantial product
hazard or created an unreasonable risk
of serious injury or death; that
Whirlpool failed to notify the
Commission in a timely matter in
accordance with section 15(b) of the
CPSA, 15 U.S.C. 2064(b); and that
Whirlpool knowingly violated section
19(a)(4) of the CPSA, 15 U.S.C.
2068(a)(4), as the term “knowingly” is
defined in section 20(d) of the CPSA, 15
U.S.C. 2069(d).

16. Whirlpool enters into this
Agreement to settle this matter and to
avoid the cost, distraction, delay,
uncertainty, and inconvenience of
protracted litigation or other
proceedings. Whirlpool does not admit
that it violated the CPSA or any other
law, and Whirlpool’s willingness to
enter into this Agreement and Order
does not constitute, nor is it evidence of,
an admission by Whirlpool of liability
or violation of any law.

17. At all relevant times, Whirlpool
has had a product safety compliance
program, both to help ensure the safety
of its products before they are marketed
and to identify, monitor and evaluate
potential product safety issues on an
ongoing basis. Whirlpool maintains that
upon identifying the reported issue,
Whirlpool promptly notified CPSC and
voluntarily recalled the Subject
Products pursuant to CPSC’s Fast Track
recall program.

Agreement of the Parties

18. Under the CPSA, the Commission
has jurisdiction over the matter
involving the Subject Products and over
Whirlpool.

19. The parties enter into the
Agreement for settlement purposes only.
The Agreement does not constitute an

admission by Whirlpool or a
determination by the Commission that
Whirlpool violated the CPSA.

20. In settlement of staff’s charges,
Whirlpool shall pay a civil penalty in
the amount of eleven million, five
hundred thousand dollars ($11,500,000)
(“Total Civil Penalty Amount”). The
$11,500,000 payment shall be paid
within thirty (30) calendar days after
receiving service of the Commission’s
final Order accepting the Agreement.
All payments to be made under the
Agreement shall constitute debts owing
to the United States and shall be made
by electronic wire transfer to the United
States via http://www.pay.gov, for
allocation to, and credit against, the
payment obligations of Whirlpool under
this Agreement. Failure to make such
payment by the date specified in the
Commission’s final Order shall
constitute Default.

21. The Commission or the United
States may seek enforcement for any
breach of, or any failure to comply with,
any provision of this Agreement and
Order in United States District Court, to
seek relief including, but not limited to,
collecting amounts due.

22. All unpaid amounts, if any, due
and owing under the Agreement, shall
constitute a debt due and immediately
owing by Whirlpool to the United
States, and interest shall accrue and be
paid by Whirlpool at the federal legal
rate of interest set forth at 28 U.S.C.
1961(a) and (b) from the date of Default,
until all amounts due have been paid in
full (hereinafter “Default Payment
Amount” and “Default Interest
Balance’’). Whirlpool shall consent to a
Consent Judgment in the amount of the
Default Payment Amount and Default
Interest Balance, and the United States,
at its sole option, may collect the entire
Default Payment Amount and Default
Interest Balance, or exercise any other
rights granted by law or in equity,
including, but not limited to, referring
such matters for private collection, and
Whirlpool agrees not to contest, and
hereby waives and discharges any
defenses to, any collection action
undertaken by the United States, or its
agents or contractors, pursuant to this
paragraph. Whirlpool shall pay the
United States all reasonable costs of
collection and enforcement under this
paragraph, respectively, including
reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses.

23. After staff receives this Agreement
executed on behalf of Whirlpool, staff
shall promptly submit the Agreement to
the Commission for provisional
acceptance. Promptly following
provisional acceptance of the
Agreement by the Commission, the
Agreement shall be placed on the public

record and published in the Federal
Register, in accordance with the
procedures set forth in 16 CFR
1118.20(e). If the Commission does not
receive any written request not to accept
the Agreement within fifteen (15)
calendar days, the Agreement shall be
deemed finally accepted on the 16th
calendar day after the date the
Agreement is published in the Federal
Register, in accordance with 16 CFR
1118.20(f).

24. This Agreement is conditioned
upon, and subject to, the Commission’s
final acceptance, as set forth above, and
it is subject to the provisions of 16 CFR
1118.20(h). Upon the later of: (i)
Commission’s final acceptance of this
Agreement and service of the accepted
Agreement upon Whirlpool, and (ii) the
date of issuance of the final Order, this
Agreement shall be in full force and
effect, and shall be binding upon the
parties.

25. Effective upon the later of: (1) the
Commission’s final acceptance of the
Agreement and service of the accepted
Agreement upon Whirlpool and (2) and
the date of issuance of the final Order,
for good and valuable consideration,
Whirlpool hereby expressly and
irrevocably waives and agrees not to
assert any past, present, or future rights
to the following, in connection with the
matter described in this Agreement:

(i) an administrative or judicial
hearing;

(ii) judicial review or other challenge
or contest of the Commission’s actions;

(iii) a determination by the
Commission of whether Whirlpool
failed to comply with the CPSA and the
underlying regulations;

(iv) a statement of findings of fact and
conclusions of law; and

(v) any claims under the Equal Access
to Justice Act.

26. Whirlpool shall maintain its
compliance program (‘“Compliance
Program”) designed to ensure
compliance with the CPSA (“applicable
law”’) with respect to any consumer
product imported, manufactured,
distributed or sold by Whirlpool, which
shall contain the following elements:

(i) written standards, policies, and
procedures, including those designed to
ensure that information that may relate
to or impact CPSA compliance are
conveyed effectively to personnel
responsible for CPSA compliance,
whether or not an injury has been
reported;

(ii) procedures and systems for
tracking and reviewing claims,
including warranty claims, and reports
for safety concerns and for
implementing corrective and preventive
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actions when compliance deficiencies
or violations are identified;

(iii) procedures requiring that
information required to be disclosed by
Whirlpool to the Commission is
recorded, processed, and reported in
accordance with applicable law;

(iv) procedures requiring that all
reporting made to the Commission is
timely, truthful, complete, accurate, and
in accordance with applicable law;

(v) procedures requiring that prompt
disclosure is made to Whirlpool’s
management of any significant
deficiencies or material weaknesses in
the design or operation of such internal
controls that are reasonably likely to
affect adversely, in any material respect,
Whirlpool’s ability to record, process
and report to the Commission in
accordance with applicable law;

(vi) mechanisms to effectively
communicate to all applicable
Whirlpool employees, through training
programs or other means, compliance-
related company policies and
procedures to prevent violations of the
CPSA;

(vii) a mechanism for confidential
employee reporting of compliance-
related questions or concerns to either a
compliance officer or to another senior
manager with authority to act as
necessary;

(viii) Whirlpool’s senior management
responsibility for, and general board
oversight of, CPSA compliance,
including enhancements to the Firm’s
compliance program to ensure that
incident and injury data are reviewed
and analyzed for purposes of CPSA
Section 15(b) reporting;

(ix) for at least three (3) years, an
annual internal audit of the
effectiveness of policies, procedures,
systems, and training related to CPSA
compliance that evaluates opportunities
for improvement, deficiencies or
weaknesses, and the Firm’s overall
culture of compliance; and

(x) retention of all CPSA compliance-
related records for at least five (5) years,
and availability of such records to CPSC
staff upon request.

27. Whirlpool shall submit a report
under CPSA Section 16(b), sworn to
under penalty of perjury:

(i) describing in detail its compliance
program and internal controls and the
actions Whirlpool has taken to comply
with each subparagraph of paragraph
26;

(ii) affirming that during the reporting
period, Whirlpool has reviewed its
compliance program and internal
controls, including the actions
referenced in subparagraph (i) of this
paragraph, for effectiveness, and that it
complies with each subparagraph of

paragraph 26, or describing in detail any
non-compliance with any such
subparagraph; and

(iii) identifying the results of the
annual internal audit referenced in
paragraph 26(ix) and any changes or
modifications made during the reporting
period to Whirlpool’s compliance
program or internal controls to ensure
compliance with the terms of the CPSA
and, in particular, the requirements of
CPSA Section 15 related to timely
reporting.

Such reports shall be submitted
annually to the Director, Office of
Compliance, Division of Enforcement
and Litigation, for a period of three (3)
years. The first report shall be submitted
30 days after the close of the first 12-
month reporting period, which begins
on the date of the Commission’s Final
Order of Acceptance of the Agreement,
and successive reports shall be due
annually on the same date thereafter.
Whirlpool is aware of the Commission’s
position that failure to make such timely
and accurate reports as required by this
Agreement and Order may, without
limitation, constitute a violation of
Section 19(a)(3) of the CPSA and may
subject the Firm to enforcement under
Section 22 of the CPSA.

28. Notwithstanding and in addition
to the above, upon request of staff,
Whirlpool shall promptly provide
written documentation of any changes
or modifications to its compliance
program or internal controls and
procedures, including the effective dates
of the changes or modifications thereto.
Whirlpool shall cooperate fully and
truthfully with staff and shall make
available all non-privileged information
and materials and personnel deemed
necessary by staff to evaluate
Whirlpool’s compliance with the terms
of the Agreement.

29. The parties acknowledge and
agree that the Commission may
publicize the terms of the Agreement
and the Order.

30. Whirlpool represents that the
Agreement:

(i) is entered into freely and
voluntarily, without any degree of
duress or compulsion whatsoever;

(ii) has been duly authorized; and

(iii) constitutes the valid and binding
obligation of Whirlpool, enforceable
against Whirlpool in accordance with its
terms. The individuals signing the
Agreement on behalf of Whirlpool
represent and warrant that they are duly
authorized by Whirlpool to execute the
Agreement.

31. The signatories represent that they
are authorized to execute this
Agreement.

32. The Agreement is governed by the
laws of the United States.

33. The Agreement and the Order
shall apply to, and be binding upon,
Whirlpool and each of its parents,
successors, transferees, and assigns; and
a violation of the Agreement or Order
may subject Whirlpool, and each of its
parents, successors, transferees, and
assigns, to appropriate legal action.

34. The Agreement, any attachments,
and the Order constitute the complete
agreement between the parties on the
subject matter contained therein.

35. The Agreement may be used in
interpreting the Order. Understandings,
agreements, representations, or
interpretations apart from those
contained in the Agreement and the
Order may not be used to vary or
contradict their terms. For purposes of
construction, the Agreement shall be
deemed to have been drafted by both of
the parties and shall not, therefore, be
construed against any party, for that
reason, in any subsequent dispute.

36. The Agreement may not be
waived, amended, modified, or
otherwise altered, except as in
accordance with the provisions of 16
CFR 1118.20(h). The Agreement may be
executed in counterparts.

37. If any provision of the Agreement
or the Order is held to be illegal,
invalid, or unenforceable under present
or future laws effective during the terms
of the Agreement and the Order, such
provision shall be fully severable. The
balance of the Agreement and the Order
shall remain in full force and effect,
unless the Commission and Whirlpool
agree in writing that severing the
provision materially affects the purpose
of the Agreement and the Order.

(Signatures on next page)
Whirlpool Corporation
By: /s/

Dated: August 7, 2023.

Nathan A. Mouw,

Whirlpool Corporation, Senior Director—
Global Product Safety and Regulatory
Affairs.

Dated: August 7, 2023.

By: /s/

Eric Rubel,
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP, Counsel
to Whirlpool Corporation.

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Mary B. Murphy, Director,

Howard Tarnoff, Deputy Director, Division of
Enforcement and Litigation.

Dated: August 8, 2023.
By: /s/

Joseph Kessler,

Trial Attorney, Division of Enforcement and
Litigation, Office of Compliance and Field
Operations.
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United States of America
Consumer Product Safety Commission

In the Matter of: WHIRLPOOL
CORPORATION

CPSC Docket No.: 23—C0003
Order

Upon consideration of the Settlement
Agreement entered into between
Whirlpool Corporation (‘“Whirlpool”)
and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (‘“Commission” or
“CPSC”), and the Commission having
jurisdiction over the subject matter and
over Whirlpool, and it appearing that
the Settlement Agreement is in the
public interest, the Settlement
Agreement is incorporated by reference
and it is:

Provisionally accepted and this Order
issued on the 22nd day of August, 2023.

By order of the commission.

Alberta E. Mills, Secretary,
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.

[FR Doc. 2023-18460 Filed 8—-25—23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6355-01-P

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. CPSC-2010-0055]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request; Standard
for the Flammability of Mattresses and
Mattress Pads and Standard for the
Flammability (Open Flame) of Mattress
Sets

AGENCY: Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: As required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC or
Commission) announces that the
Commission has submitted to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) a
request for extension of approval for
information collection requirements set
forth in the Standard for the
Flammability of Mattresses and Mattress
Pads, and the Standard for the
Flammability (Open Flame) of Mattress
Sets, approved previously under OMB
control number 3041-0014. On June 20,
2023, CPSC published a notice in the
Federal Register to announce the
agency’s intention to seek extension of
approval of the collection of
information. The Commission has
received no comments. Therefore, by
publication of this notice, the
Commission announces that CPSC has
submitted to the OMB a request for

extension of approval of that collection
of information, without change.
DATES: Submit written or electronic
comments not later than September 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments about
this request by email:

OIRA submission@omb.eop.gov or fax:
202-395-6881. Comments by mail
should be sent to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Attn: OMB Desk Officer for the CPSC,
Office of Management and Budget,
Room 10235, 725 17th Street NW,
Washington, DC 20503. Comments by
mail should be sent to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Attn: OMB Desk Officer for the CPSC,
Office of Management and Budget,
Room 10235, 725 17th Street NW,
Washington, DC 20503. Written
comments that are sent to OMB also
should be submitted electronically at:
http://www.regulations.gov, under
Docket No. CPSC-2010-0055.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cynthia Gillham, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, 4330 East West
Highway, Bethesda, MD 20814; (301)
504-7791, or by email to: cgillham@
cpsc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Background

In 1972, the Commission promulgated
under section 4 of the Flammable
Fabrics Act (FFA), 15 U.S.C. 1193, the
Standard for the Flammability of
Mattresses and Mattresses Pads, 16 CFR
part 1632 (part 1632), to reduce the
unreasonable risk of burn injuries and
deaths from fires associated with
mattresses and mattress pads. 49 FR
19796. Part 1632 prescribes
requirements to test whether a mattress
or mattress pad will resist ignition from
a smoldering cigarette. Part 1632 also
requires manufacturers to perform
successfully prototype tests of each
combination of materials and
construction methods used to produce
their mattresses or mattress pads.
Manufacturers and importers must
maintain the records and test results
specified under the standard for three
years.

Also, to reduce deaths and injuries
related to mattress fires, particularly
those ignited by open-flame sources,
such as lighters, candles, and matches,
the Commission promulgated the
Standard for the Flammability (Open
Flame) of Mattress Sets, 16 CFR part
1633 (part 1633), under section 4 of the
FFA. Part 1633 requires manufacturers
to maintain certain records to document
compliance with the standard,
including maintaining records

concerning prototype testing, pooling,
and confirmation testing, and quality
assurance procedures and any
associated testing. The required records
must be maintained for as long as
mattress sets based on the prototype are
in production and be retained for three
years thereafter.

OMB previously approved the
collection of information for parts 1632
and 1633 under control number 3041-
0014, with an expiration date of August
31, 2023. On June 20, 2023, the
Commission published a notice in the
Federal Register (88 FR 39832), to
announce the agency’s intention to seek
extension of approval of the collection
of information for control number 3041-
0014. The Commission has received no
comments. Therefore, by publication of
this notice, the Commission announces
that CPSC has submitted to the OMB a
request for extension of approval of that
collection of information, without
change.

B. Burden Hours

Part 1632: Commission staff estimates
403 respondents produce mattresses,
and that each respondent will spend 26
hours for testing and record keeping
annually, for a total of 10,478 hours (403
establishments x 26 hours = 10,478).
The hourly compensation for the time
required for record keeping is $72.68
(for management, professional, and
related occupations in goods-producing
industries, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
March 2023). Staff’s estimated
annualized cost to respondents is
approximately $761,541 (10,478 hours x
$72.68 per hour).

Part 1633: Part 1633 requires detailed
documentation of prototype
identification and testing records, model
and prototype specifications, inputs
used, name and location of suppliers,
and confirmation of test records, if
establishments choose to pool a
prototype. This documentation is in
addition to documentation already
conducted by mattress manufacturers to
meet part 1632. Staff again estimates
that there are 403 respondents.

Using these estimates, including
records of reported burden hours since
2017, Commission staff estimates the
recordkeeping requirements to require
about 4 hours and 44 minutes per
establishment, per qualified prototype.
Most mattress manufacturers base their
complying production on 15 to 20
prototypes, although some larger
manufacturers reportedly are producing
mattresses based on more than 100
prototypes. Assuming that
establishments qualify their production
with an average of 20 different qualified
prototypes, recordkeeping time is about
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94.6 hours (4.73 hours x 20 prototypes)
per establishment, per year. This
translates to an estimated annual
recordkeeping time cost to all mattress
producers of 38,124 hours (94.6 hours x
403 establishments). The hourly
compensation for the time required for
record keeping is $72.68 (for
management, professional, and related
occupations in goods-producing
industries, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
March 2023).1 Accordingly, the annual
total estimated cost for recordkeeping is
approximately $2,770,852 (38,124 hours
x $72.68 per hour). Pooling among
establishments or using a prototype
qualification for longer than 1 year will
reduce the hours required and
associated cost, however.

The total estimated annual cost to the
403 establishments for the burden hours
associated with parts 1632 and 1633 is
approximately $3.5 million ($761,541+
$2,770,852 = $3,532,393.

Alberta E. Mills,

Secretary, Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

[FR Doc. 2023-18476 Filed 8—25—23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6355-01-P

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. CPSC—2011-0014]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Proposed Collection;
Comment Request; Generic Clearance
for the Collection of Qualitative
Feedback on Agency Service Delivery

AGENCY: Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: As required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC or
Commission) requests comment on a
proposed extension of approval of a
generic clearance for the collection of
qualitative feedback on agency service
delivery, approved previously under
OMB Control No. 3041-0148. CPSC will
consider all comments received in
response to this notice, before
requesting an extension of this

1We updated this estimate from the June 20, 2023
notice (88 FR 39833) to use the more recent March
2023 Bureau of Labor Statistics.

collection of information from the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB).
DATES: Submit written or electronic
comments on the collection of
information by October 27, 2023.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CPSC-2011—
0014, by any of the following methods:

Electronic Submissions: Submit
electronic comments to the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at: https://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
CPSC typically does not accept
comments submitted by electronic mail
(email), except through https://
www.regulations.gov. CPSC encourages
you to submit electronic comments by
using the Federal eRulemaking Portal,
as described above.

Mail/Hand Delivery/Courier/
Confidential Written Submissions:
Submit comments by mail, hand
delivery, or courier to: Office of the
Secretary, Consumer Product Safety
Commission, 4330 East West Highway,
Bethesda, MD 20814; telephone: (301)
504-7479. If you wish to submit
confidential business information, trade
secret information, or other sensitive or
protected information that you do not
want to be available to the public, you
can submit such material by mail, hand
delivery, or courier, or you can email it
to: cpsc-os@cpsc.gov.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number for this notice. CPSC may post
all comments without change, including
any personal identifiers, contact
information, or other personal
information provided, to:
www.regulations.gov. Do not submit
electronically: confidential business
information, trade secret information, or
other sensitive or protected information
that you do not want to be available to
the public. If you wish to submit such
information, please submit it according
to the instructions for mail/hand
delivery/courier/confidential written
submissions.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to:
www.regulations.gov. Insert the docket
number, CPSC-2011-0014, into the
“Search” box, and follow the prompts.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cynthia Gillham, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, 4330 East West

Highway, Bethesda, MD 20814; (301)
504-7791, or by email to: cgillham@
cpsc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: CPSC
seeks to renew the following currently
approved collection of information:

A. Background

Title: Generic Clearance for the
Collection of Qualitative Feedback on
Agency Service Delivery.

OMB Number: 3041-0148.

Type of Review: Renewal of
collection.

Frequency of Response: On occasion.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households, businesses and
organizations, state, local, or tribal
government.

Description of Collection: Executive
Order 12862 (Sept. 11, 1993) encourages
independent Federal agencies such as
CPSC to provide service to the public
that matches or exceeds the best service
available in the private sector. To that
end, CPSC seeks to renew OMB
approval of a generic clearance to
collect qualitative feedback on CPSC
service delivery. Qualitative feedback
means information that provides useful
insights on perceptions and opinions
but does not include statistical surveys
that yield quantitative results that can
be generalized to the population of
study. This collection of information is
necessary to enable CPSC to garner
customer and stakeholder feedback in
an efficient, timely manner, in
accordance with CPSC’s commitment to
improving service delivery.

This feedback will provide insights
into customer or stakeholder
perceptions, experiences, and
expectations; provide an early warning
of issues with service; and help focus
attention on areas where
communication, training, or changes in
operations might improve delivery of
products or services. These collections
will also allow for ongoing,
collaborative, and actionable
communications between CPSC and its
customers and stakeholders.

B. Burden

Estimated Burden: CPSC will use a
variety of instruments and platforms to
collect information from respondents.
CPSC estimates the burden of the
collection of information is as follows:
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ESTIMATED ANNUAL REPORTING BURDEN

Annual
: Number of Hours per
Type of collection frequency per Total hours

yp respondents r%sponysg response
Qualitative SUIVEYS (B) ...eeiieieiiieiie ettt et e 600 1 .25 150
FOCus Groups ......ccccceeveviieenieniieennens 200 1 4 800
Customer Satisfaction Surveys (3) 600 1 .25 150
Usability TESES .....eoiiiiiiiiic e 200 1 5 100

Based on the above numbers, the total
estimated burden for surveys, focus
groups, and usability tests combined is
estimated to be 1,200 hours annually.
The total burden hours requested, 3,600,
are based on the number of collections
CPSC expects to conduct over the
requested period for this clearance
(1,200 hours annually x 3 years).

Assuming an hourly rate of $43.07
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
“Employer Costs for Employee
Compensation,” All Civilian Workers,
Total compensation, https://
www.bls.gov/news.release/archives/
ecec_06162023.pdf, March 2023) the
estimated total burden cost is $51,684
annually. This collection has no
associated operating, maintenance, or
capital costs.

If appropriate, CPSC will collect
information electronically and/or use
online collaboration tools to reduce
burden. No similar data are gathered or
maintained by CPSC, or available from
other sources known to CPSC.

Burden on Small Entities: Small
businesses or other small entities may
be involved in these efforts, but CPSC
will minimize the burden of information
collections approved under this
clearance by sampling, asking for
readily available information, and using
short, easy-to-complete information
collection instruments.

Costs to Federal Government: The
anticipated cost to the Federal
Government is approximately $51,574
annually. These costs are comprised of
staff time for preparing questions,
analyzing the responses, and conducting
focus groups. CPSC estimates the total
staff time could be four staff months
annually. This is based on a GS—12 level
salaried employee. The average annual
wage rate for a mid-level salaried GS—
12 employee in the Washington, DC
metropolitan area (effective as of
January 2023) is $106,759 (GS-12, step
5). This represents 69.0 percent of total
compensation (U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, “Employer Costs for
Employee Compensation,” March 2023,
percentage of wages and salaries for all
civilian employees, https://
www.bls.gov/news.release/archives/
ecec_06162023.pdf). Adding an

additional 31.0 percent for benefits
brings average annual compensation for
a mid-range salaried GS—12 employee to
$154,723. Assuming that approximately
four staff months will be required
annually, this results in an annual
estimated cost of $51,574.

C. Request for Comments

CPSC solicits written comments from
all interested persons about the
proposed collection of information.
CPSC specifically solicits information
relevant to the following topics:

e Whether the collection of
information described is necessary for
the proper performance of CPSC’s
functions, including whether the
information would have practical
utility;

¢ Whether the estimated burden of
the proposed collection of information
is accurate;

e Whether the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be collected
could be enhanced; and

e Whether the burden imposed by the
collection of information could be
minimized by use of automated,
electronic, or other technological
collection techniques, or other forms of
information technology.

Alberta E. Mills,

Secretary, Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

[FR Doc. 2023-18416 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6355-01-P

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. CPSC—-2009-0092]

Proposed Extension of Approval of
Information Collection; Comment
Request—Clothing Textiles, Vinyl
Plastic Film

AGENCY: Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: As required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC or
Commission) announces that the
Commission has submitted to the Office

of Management and Budget (OMB) a
request for extension of approval of a
collection of information associated
with the Standard for the Flammability
of Clothing Textiles and the Standard
for the Flammability of Vinyl Plastic
Film, previously approved under OMB
control number 3041-0024. OMB’s most
recent extension of approval will expire
on August 31, 2023. On June 20, 2023,
CPSC published a notice in the Federal
Register to announce the Commission’s
intention to seek extension of approval
of the collection of information. The
Commission received no comments on
the burden estimates contained in that
notice.

DATES: Submit written or electronic
comments not later than September 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments about
this request by email: OIRA_
submission@omb.eop.gov or fax: 202—
395-6881. Comments by mail should be
sent to the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Attn: OMB Desk
Officer for the CPSC, Office of
Management and Budget, Room 10235,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC
20503. In addition, written comments
that are sent to OMB also should be
submitted electronically at: http://
www.regulations.gov, under Docket No.
CPSC-2009-0092.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cynthia Gillham, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, 4330 East-West
Highway, Bethesda, MD 20814; (301)
504-7791, or by email to: cgillham@
cpsc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
A. Background

The Commission has promulgated
several standards under section 4 of the
Flammable Fabrics Act (FFA; 15 U.S.C.
1193) to prohibit the use of dangerously
flammable textiles and related materials
in wearing apparel. Clothing and fabrics
intended for use in clothing) are
generally subject to the Standard for the
Flammability of Clothing Textiles (16
CFR part 1610). Clothing made from
vinyl plastic film and vinyl plastic film
intended for use in clothing is subject to
the Standard for the Flammability of
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Vinyl Plastic Film (16 CFR part 1611).
These standards prescribe a test to
ensure that articles of wearing apparel,
and fabrics and film intended for use in
wearing apparel, are not dangerously
flammable because of rapid and intense
burning.?

Section 8 of the FFA (15 U.S.C. 1197)
provides that a person who receives a
guaranty in good faith that a product
complies with an applicable
flammability standard is not subject to
criminal prosecution for a violation of
the FFA resulting from the sale of any
product covered by the guaranty. CPSC
uses the information compiled and
maintained by firms that issue these
guaranties to help protect the public
from risks of injury or death associated
with flammable clothing and fabrics and
vinyl film intended for use in clothing.
In addition, the information helps CPSC
to conduct corrective actions if any
products covered by a guaranty fail to
comply with the applicable standard in
a manner that creates a substantial risk
of injury or death to the public. Section
8 of the FFA requires that a guaranty
must be based on ‘‘reasonable and
representative tests.” The testing and
recordkeeping requirements for firms
that issue guaranties are set forth under
16 CFR part 1610, subpart B, and 16
CFR part 1611, subpart B.

On June 20, 2023, the CPSC published
a notice in the Federal Register (88 FR
39833), to announce the agency’s
intention to seek extension of approval
of the collection of information. The
Commission received no comments.
Therefore, by publication of this notice,
the Commission announces that CPSC
has submitted to the OMB a request for
extension of approval of that collection
of information without change.

B. Burden

CPSC staff estimates that
approximately 1,000 firms issue
guaranties. Although the CPSC’s records
indicate that approximately 675 firms
have filed continuing guaranties with
the Commission, staff believes
additional guaranties may be issued that
are not filed with the Commission,
because continuing guaranties are not
required to be filed with the
Commission. Accordingly, staff has
rounded the estimated number of firms
upwards to 1,000 to account for those
additional guaranties. Staff’s estimate is
based on the estimated time needed for
each firm to conduct testing, issue

1Children’s sleepwear and fabrics and related
materials intended for use in children’s sleepwear
in sizes 0 through 14 are subject to other, more
stringent flammability standards codified at 16 CFR
parts 1615 and 1616.

guaranties, and establish and maintain
associated records.

Staff estimates the recordkeeping
requirements to require about 5 hours
per each test for each firm, using either
the test and conditioning procedures in
the regulations or alternate methods.
Although many firms are exempt from
testing to support guaranties under 16
CFR 1610.1(d), CPSC staff does not
know the proportion of those firms that
are testing versus those that are exempt.
Therefore CPSC has calculated its
estimate of the annual industry
recordkeeping burden based on its
estimate that 1,000 firms issue
guaranties. Based on, among other
things, staff’s experience with and
expertise in testing requirements and
procedures, as well as staff’s review of
records relating to guaranties that have
been filed with the commission, staff
estimates that each firm requires
approximately 5 hours for testing and
issues an average of 20 new guaranties
per year, resulting an annual 100 hours
(5 hours x 20 guarantees) per firm per
year for testing. Staff estimates that each
firm requires one hour to create, record,
and enter test data into a computerized
dataset; 20 minutes (0.3 hours) for
annual review/removal of records; 20
minutes (0.3 hours) to respond to one
CPSC records request per year, for a
total of 1.6 recordkeeping hours (1 hour
+ 0.3 hours + 0.3 hours = 1.6 hours per
firm). This yields a total of 101.6
estimated annual burden hours per firm
(100 hours testing + 1.6 hours
recordkeeping), and an estimated
industry-wide annual recordkeeping
burden of 101,600 hours (101.6 hours
per firm x 1,000 firms). The hourly
compensation for the time required for
recordkeeping is $72.91 (for
management, professional, and related
occupations in goods-producing
industries, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
September 2022). Accordingly, the total
annual estimated costs for testing and
recordkeeping to the 1,000
establishments in the industry for the
burden hours associated with parts 1610
and 1611 is $7.4 million (101,600 hours
x $72.91 = $7,407,656).

Alberta E. Mills,

Secretary, Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

[FR Doc. 2023-18475 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6355-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Air Force
[Docket ID: USAF-2023-HQ-0013]

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Department of the Air Force,
Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: 60-Day information collection
notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Department of the Air Force (DAF)
Equal Opportunity (EO) Program,
announces a proposed public
information collection and seeks public
comment on the provisions thereof.
Comments are invited on: whether the
proposed collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed information collection; ways
to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the information collection on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by October 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by docket number and title,
by any of the following methods:

Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Mail: Department of Defense, Office of
the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense
for Privacy, Civil Liberties, and
Transparency, 4800 Mark Center Drive,
Mailbox #24, Suite 08D09, Alexandria,
VA 22350-1700.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, docket
number and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any
personal identifiers or contact
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on this
proposed information collection or to
obtain a copy of the proposal and
associated collection instruments,
please write to AFPC/DP3DE at 550 C-
Street, West Building 667, JBSA
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Randolph, TX 78150, ATTN: Mr. Jermey
Lawley. Alternatively, you may call
210-565-2056 or email eo.workflow@
us.af.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Air Force Equal Opportunity
Data Collection Program; DAF Forms
1271, 1587, and 1587—1; OMB Control
Number 0701-AABC.

Needs and Uses: The information
collection requirement is necessary for
the purpose of counseling, processing,
investigating and adjudicating
complaints of unlawful discrimination
brought by DAF applicants, former DAF
employees, contractors, retirees, and
military family members. Particularly,
the information is used to investigate
and resolve complaints of unlawful
discrimination and sexual harassment
under the DAF EO Program; and to
maintain records created because of the
filing of allegations and appeals
involving unlawful discrimination
because of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, physical/mental
disability, or genetic information.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Annual Burden Hours: 150 hours.

Number of Respondents: 75.

Responses per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 75.

Average Burden per Response: 120
minutes.

Frequency: On occasion.

Dated: August 21, 2023.
Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18419 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 5001-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Defense Science Board; Notice of
Federal Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Under Secretary of Defense for
Research and Engineering, Department
of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Notice of Federal advisory
committee meeting.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing this
notice to announce that the following
Federal advisory committee meeting of
the Defense Science Board (DSB) will
take place.

DATES: Closed to the public Monday,
September 11, 2023, from 8:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.; Tuesday, September 12, 2023,
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Wednesday,
September 13, 2023, from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.; Thursday, September 14,

2023, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; and
Friday, September 15, 2023, from 8:30
a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The address of the closed
meeting is the Jack C. Taylor Conference
Center, 290 Wood Rd., Naval Academy,
MD 21402.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Kevin Doxey, Designated Federal Officer
(DFQO), (703) 571-0081 (Voice), (703)
697-1860 (Facsimile),
kevin.a.doxey.civ@mail.mil (Email).
Mailing address is Defense Science
Board, 3140 Defense Pentagon, Room
3B888A, Washington, DC 20301-3140.
Website: http://www.acq.osd.mil/dsb/.
The most up-to-date changes to the
meeting agenda can be found on the
website.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting is being held under the
provisions of chapter 10 of title 5,
United States Code (U.S.C.) (commonly
known as the “Federal Advisory
Committee Act” or “FACA”’), 5 U.S.C.
552b (commonly known as the
“Government in the Sunshine Act”),
and sections 102—-3.140 and 102-3.150
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR).

Purpose of the Meeting: The mission
of the DSB is to provide independent
advice and recommendations on matters
relating to the DoD’s scientific and
technical enterprise. The objective of
the meeting is to obtain, review, and
evaluate classified information related
to the DSB’s mission. DSB membership
will meet to discuss the 2023 DSB
Summer Study on Climate Change and
Global Security (‘“the DSB Summer
Study”).

Agenda: The meeting will begin on
Monday, September 11 at 8:30 a.m. with
administrative remarks from Mr. Kevin
Doxey, DFO and Executive Director, and
opening remarks and a classified
overview of the 2023 Summer Study on
Climate Change & Global Security to
date from Dr. Eric Evans, the DSB Chair.
Next, the DSB members will meet as a
group in a plenary session to review the
generated study briefing materials and
engage in classified discussion(s)
regarding anticipating the global stresses
and possible conflict due to climate
change. Following break, the DSB
members will meet in smaller breakout
groups to review the study briefing
materials and engage in classified
discussion regarding anticipating the
global stresses and possible conflict due
to climate change. The meeting will
adjourn at 5:00 p.m.

On September 12 at 8:30 a.m., DSB
members will meet in smaller breakout
groups to review the study briefing
materials and engage in classified

discussion regarding anticipating the
global stresses and possible conflict due
to climate change, with a break mid-day.
The meeting will adjourn at 4:30 p.m.

On September 13 at 8:30 a.m., the
meeting will begin with a plenary
session where members will meet as a
group to review the generated study
briefing materials and engage in
classified discussion(s) regarding
anticipating the global stresses and
possible conflict due to climate change.
Following break, the DSB members will
meet in a breakout session, wherein
smaller breakout groups will review the
study briefing materials and engage in
classified discussion regarding
anticipating the global stresses and
possible conflict due to climate. The
meeting will adjourn at 4:30 p.m.

On September 14 at 8:30 a.m., DSB
members will meet in smaller breakout
groups to review the study briefing
materials and engage in classified
discussion regarding anticipating the
global stresses and possible conflict due
to climate change, with a break mid-day.
The meeting will adjourn at 4:30 p.m.

On September 15, 2023, the final day
of the meeting will open at 8:30 a.m.
with a plenary session, where members
will review the generated study briefing
materials and engage in classified
discussion(s) regarding anticipating the
global stresses and possible conflict due
to climate change. The meeting will
adjourn at 12:00 p.m.

Meeting Accessibility: In accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 1009(d) and 41 CFR 102—
3.140 through 102-3.155, the DoD has
determined that the DSB meeting will
be closed to the public. Specifically, the
Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering, in consultation with
the DoD Office of the General Counsel,
has determined in writing that the
meeting will be closed to the public
because it will consider matters covered
by 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(1). The
determination is based on the
consideration that it is expected that
discussions throughout will involve
classified matters of national security
concern. Such classified material is so
intertwined with the unclassified
material that it cannot reasonably be
segregated into separate discussions
without defeating the effectiveness and
meaning of the overall meeting. To
permit the meeting to be open to the
public would preclude discussion of
such matters and would greatly
diminish the ultimate utility of the
DSB’s findings and recommendations to
the Secretary of Defense and to the
Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering.

Written Statements: In accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 1009(a)(3) and 41 CFR


http://www.acq.osd.mil/dsb/
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102-3.105(j) and 102—-3.140, interested
persons may submit a written statement
for consideration by the DSB at any time
regarding its mission or in response to
the stated agenda of a planned meeting.
Individuals submitting a written
statement must submit their statement
to the DSB DFO at the email address
provided in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section at any
point; however, if a written statement is
not received at least three calendar days
prior to the meeting, which is the
subject of this notice, then it may not be
provided to or considered by the DSB
until a later date.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023-18470 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-06—-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Defense Health Board; Notice of
Federal Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Under Secretary of Defense for
Personnel and Readiness, Department
Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Notice of Federal advisory
committee meeting.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing this
notice to announce that the following
Federal advisory committee meeting of
the Defense Health Board (DHB) will
take place.

DATES: Open to the public Monday,
September 11, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Eastern time.

ADDRESSES: The address of the open
meeting is River’s Edge Community
Center, 850 Sterling Cook Street (Bldg.
256), Portsmouth, VA 23708. The
meeting will be held both in-person and
virtually. To participate in the meeting,
see the Meeting Accessibility section for
instructions.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Camille Gaviola, 703-275-6047 (voice),
camille.m.gaviola.civ@health.mil
(email). Mailing address is 7700
Arlington Boulevard, Suite 5101, Falls
Church, Virginia 22042. Website: http://
www.health.mil/dhb. The most up-to-
date changes to the meeting agenda can
be found on the website.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting is being held under the
provisions of chapter 10 of title 5,
United States Code (U.S.C.) (commonly
known as the “Federal Advisory
Committee Act” or “FACA”), 5 U.S.C.

552b (commonly known as the
“Government in the Sunshine Act”),
and 41 CFR 102-3.140 and 102-3.150.

Availability of Materials for the
Meeting: Additional information,
including the agenda, is available on the
DHB website, http://www.health.mil/
dhb. A copy of the agenda or any
updates to the agenda for the September
11, 2023, meeting will be available on
the DHB website. Any other materials
presented in the meeting may also be
obtained at the meeting.

Purpose of the Meeting: The DHB
provides independent advice and
recommendations to maximize the
safety and quality of, as well as access
to, health care for DoD health care
beneficiaries. The purpose of the
meeting is to provide progress updates
on specific tasks before the DHB. In
addition, the DHB will receive
information briefings on current issues
related to military medicine.

Agenda: The DHB anticipates
receiving a decision briefing on
Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Health
Disparities in the Military Health
System. The DHB also expects an
update from the DHB Public Health
Subcommittee’s tasking on effective
public communication strategies with
DoD personnel, a Defense Health
Agency Strategy briefing, a DHA
Tidewater Market overview, and
briefings on Prolonged Field Care and
Naval Medical Assets Afloat.

Meeting Accessibility: Pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552b and 41 CFR 102-3.140
through 102-3.165 and subject to the
availability of space, this meeting will
be held in-person and virtually and is
open to the public from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30
p-m. Seating and virtual participation is
limited and is on a first-come basis. All
members of the public who wish to
participate must register by emailing
their name, rank/title, and organization/
company to dha.ncr.dhb.mbx.defense-
health-board@health.mil or by
contacting Mr. Rubens Lacerda at (703)
275—-6012 no later than Tuesday,
September 5, 2023. Additional details
will be required from all members of the
public attending in-person to
accommodate installation access. Once
registered, participant access
information will be provided.

Special Accommodations: Individuals
requiring special accommodations to
access the public meeting should
contact Mr. Rubens Lacerda at least five
(5) business days prior to the meeting so
that appropriate arrangements can be
made.

Written Statements: Any member of
the public wishing to provide comments
to the DHB related to its current taskings
or mission may do so at any time in

accordance with section 10(a)(3) of the
FACA, 41 CFR 102-3.105(j) and 102—
3.140, and the procedures described in
this notice. Written statements may be
submitted to the DHB’s Designated
Federal Officer (DFO), Captain Gregory
Gorman, at dha.dhb@health.mil.
Supporting documentation may also be
included, to establish the appropriate
historical context and to provide any
necessary background information. If
the written statement is not received at
least five (5) business days prior to the
meeting, the DFO may choose to
postpone consideration of the statement
until the next open meeting. The DFO
will review all timely submissions with
the DHB President and ensure they are
provided to members of the DHB before
the meeting that is subject to this notice.
After reviewing the written comments,
the President and the DFO may choose
to invite the submitter to orally present
their issue during an open portion of
this meeting or at a future meeting.

Dated: August 21, 2023.
Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023-18459 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-06—-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Defense Advisory Committee on
Diversity and Inclusion; Notice of
Federal Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Under Secretary of Defense for
Personnel and Readiness, Department of
Defense (DoD).

ACTION: Notice of Federal advisory
committee meeting.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing this
notice to announce that the following
Federal advisory committee meeting of
the Defense Advisory Committee on
Diversity and Inclusion (DACODAI) will
occur.

DATES: DACODAI will hold an open to
the public meeting—Thursday, October
5, 2023, from 11:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(EST) and Friday, October 6, 2023, from
8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via videoconference. Participant access
information will be provided after
registering.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Shirley Raguindin, (571) 645-6952
(voice), osd.mc-alex.ousd-p-
r.mbx.dacodai@mail.mil (email).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting is being held under the
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provisions of chapter 10 of title 5,
United States Code (U.S.C.) (commonly
known as the “Federal Advisory
Committee Act” or “FACA”), 5 U.S.C.
552b (commonly known as the
“Government in the Sunshine Act”),
and 41 CFR 102-3.140 and 102-3.150.

Availability of Materials for the
Meeting: Additional information,
including the agenda or any updates to
the agenda, is available on the
DACODALI website https://
www.dhra.mil/DMOC/DACODAL
Materials presented in the meeting may
also be obtained on the DACODAI
website.

Purpose of the Meeting: The purpose
of the meeting is for the DACODALI to
receive briefings and have discussions
on topics related to racial/ethnic
diversity, inclusion, and equal
opportunity within the Armed Forces of
the United States and for the committee
members to vote on the 2023 DACODAI
proposed recommendations for the
Secretary of Defense.

Agenda: Thursday, October 5, 2023,
from 11:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (EST). The
Defense Advisory Committee
(DACODALI) will begin in open session
on October 5, 2023, from 11:45 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. with opening remarks by Ms.
Shirley Raguindin, the Designated
Federal Officer (DFO) and the
DACODATI’s Chair, Gen. (Ret.) Lester
Lyle, and, if available, additional
comments by The Office of the Secretary
of Defense. The DACODAI will receive
the following briefings: (1) Office of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Progress by Dr. Lisa Arfaa, Director,
Office for Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion; (2) the Defense Testing and
Assessment Center Diversity and
Inclusion Efforts by Dr. Matthew Trippe,
Defense Testing and Assessment Center
and Ms. Mary Pommerich, Defense
Testing and Assessment Center. Closing
remarks will be provided by the Chair,
Gen. (Ret.) Lyles, and Ms. Shirley
Raguindin, DACODAI DFO, will
adjourn the meeting.

Friday, October 6, 2023, from 8:15
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. The DACODAI will
begin in an open session on October 6,
2023, from 8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. with
opening remarks by Ms. Shirley
Raguindin, the Designated Federal
Officer (DFO) and the DACODATI’s
Chair, Gen. (Ret.) Lester Lyle. The
DACODALI will receive a briefing from
the Defense Equal Opportunity
Management Institute (DEOMI) on
Racial/Ethnic Minority Research
Capability and Findings by Captain
(U.S. Navy) Delmy Robinson,
Commandant, DEOMI, and Dr. Daniel
McDonald, Deputy Director, DEOMI.
After the briefing, the DACODAI

members will vote on proposed
recommendations for the Secretary of
Defense. Closing remarks will be
provided by the Chair, Gen. (Ret.) Lyles,
and Ms. Shirley Raguindin, DACODAI
DFO, will adjourn the meeting.

Meeting Accessibility: Pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552b and 41 CFR 102-3.140 and
102-3.150, this meeting is open to the
public from 11:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(EST) on October 5, 2023; and from 8:15
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. on October 6, 2023.
The meeting will be held via
videoconference. The number of
participants is limited and is on a first-
come basis. All members of the public
who wish to participate must register by
contacting DACODALI at osd.mc-
alex.ousd-p-r.mbx.dacodai@mail.mil or
by contacting Ms. Shirley Raguindin at
(571) 645—6952 no later than Friday,
September 29, 2023 (by 5:00 p.m. EST).
Once registered, the web address and/or
audio number will be provided.

Special Accommodations: Individuals
requiring special accommodations to
access the public meeting should
contact Ms. Shirley Raguindin at
osd.mc-alex.ousd-p-r.mbx.dacodai@
mail.mil or (571) 645—6952 no later than
Friday, September 29. 2023 (by 5:00
p-m. EST) so appropriate arrangements
can be made.

Written Statements: Pursuant to 41
CFR 102-3.140(c) and section 10(a)(3) of
the FACA, the public or interested
parties may submit written statements
to the DACODAI membership about the
DACODAT’s mission and functions.
Written statements may be submitted at
any time or in response to the stated
agenda of planned meetings of the
DACODAL All written statements shall
be submitted to the DFO, Ms. Shirley
Raguindin, for the DACODAI, who will
ensure that the written statements are
provided to the membership for their
consideration. All written statements
will be submitted to mailing address,
4800 Mark Center Drive, Suite 06E22,
Alexandria, VA 22350. Members of the
public interested in making an oral
statement must submit a written
statement. If a statement is not received
by Friday, September 29, 2023, it may
not be provided to or considered by the
DACODAI during this biannual business
meeting. After reviewing the written
statements, the Chair and the DFO will
determine if the requesting person(s)
can make an oral presentation. The DFO
will review all timely submissions with
the DACODAI Chair and ensure they are
provided to the members of the
DACODAL

Members of the public may also email
written statements at osd.mc-alex.ousd-
p-r.mbx.dacodai@mail. mil. Written
statements pertaining to the meeting

agenda for the DACODAI’s meeting on
October 5, 2023, must be submitted no
later than 5:00 p.m. EST, Friday,
September 29, 2023, to be considered by
the DACODAI membership prior to its
October 5, 2023 meeting.

Dated: August 23, 2023.

Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023-18518 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 5001-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Defense Policy Board: Notice of
Federal Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Under Secretary of Defense for
Policy, Department of Defense (DoD).
ACTION: Notice of Federal advisory
committee meeting.

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing this
notice to announce the following
Federal Advisory Committee meeting of
the Defense Policy Board (DPB) will
take place.

DATES: Closed to the public; Monday,
September 11, 2023, from 8:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. Closed to the public; Tuesday,
September 12, 2023, from 9:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The closed meeting will be
held in the Rodman Conference Room,
3D852, at The Pentagon, 2000 Defense
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lt
Col Jesse Humpal (U.S. Air Force), (571)
256—-8395 (Voice),
osd.pentagon.rsremgmt.list.ousd-policy-
defense-board-mbx@mail.mil (Email).
Mailing address is 2000 Defense
Pentagon, Attn: 5E420, Washington, DC
20301-2000.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting is being held under the
provisions of chapter 10 of title 5,
United States Code (U.S.C.) (commonly
known as the “Federal Advisory
Committee Act” or “FACA”), 5 U.S.C.
552b (commonly known as the
“Government in the Sunshine Act”),
and sections 102—-3.140 and 102-3.150
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR). Purpose of the Meeting: To
obtain, review, and evaluate classified
information related to the DPB’s mission
to advise on: (a) issues central to
strategic DoD planning; (b) policy
implications of U.S. force structure and
modernization on DoD’s ability to
execute U.S. defense strategy; (c) U.S.
regional defense policies; and (d) other
defense policy topics of special interest
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to the DoD, as determined by the
Secretary of Defense, the Deputy
Secretary of Defense, or the Under
Secretary of Defense for Policy.

Agenda: On September 11, 2023, and
September 12, 2023, the DPB will
receive classified briefings regarding the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) and
issues related to regional security;
interagency perspectives; capability and
posture issues for U.S. forces, resourcing
issues, and U.S. industrial base
considerations. The DPB will receive
briefings from the following: the Hon.
Ely Ratner, Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Indo-Pacific Security
Affairs; the Hon. Michael J. McCord,
Under Secretary of Defense
(Comptroller)/Chief Financial Officer;
the Hon. Susanna V. Blume, Director,
Cost Assessment and Program
Evaluation (CAPE); Admiral John C.
Aquilino, Commander,
USINDOPACOM; the Hon. William A.
LaPlante, Under Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment; and
Lieutenant General Dagvin R.M.
Anderson, Director for Joint Force
Development.

Meeting Accessibility: In accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 1009(d) and 41 CFR 102—
3.155, the DoD has determined that this
meeting shall be closed to the public.
The Acting Under Secretary of Defense
(Policy), in consultation with the DoD
FACA Attorney, has determined in
writing that this meeting be closed to
the public because the discussions fall
under the purview of 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(1)
and are so inextricably intertwined with
unclassified material that they cannot
reasonably be segregated into separate
discussions without disclosing
classified material.

Written Statements: In accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 1009(a)(3) and 41 CFR
102-3.105(j) and 102—3.140(c), the
public or interested organizations may
submit written statements to the
membership of the DPB at any time
regarding its mission or in response to
the stated agenda of a planned meeting.
Written statements should be submitted
to the DPB’s DFO, which is listed in this
notice or can be obtained from the
GSA’s FACA Database—http://
www.facadatabase.gov/. Written
statements that do not pertain to a
scheduled meeting of the DPB may be
submitted at any time. However, if
individual comments pertain to a
specific topic being discussed at a
planned meeting, then these statements
must be submitted no later than five
business days prior to the meeting in
question. The DFO will review all
submitted written statements and
provide copies to all members.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023-18436 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary
[Docket ID: DoD-2023-0S-0074]

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request

AGENCY: United States Special
Operations Command (USSOCOM),
Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: 60-Day information collection
notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
United States Special Operations
Command (USSOCOM) announces a
proposed public information collection
and seeks public comment on the
provisions thereof. Comments are
invited on: whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed information collection; ways
to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the information collection on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by October 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by docket number and title,
by any of the following methods:

Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Mail: Department of Defense, Office of
the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense
for Privacy, Civil Liberties, and
Transparency, 4800 Mark Center Drive,
Mailbox #24, Suite 08D09, Alexandria,
VA 22350-1700.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, docket
number and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any

personal identifiers or contact
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on this
proposed information collection or to
obtain a copy of the proposal and
associated collection instruments,
please write to Department of Defense,
Washington Headquarters Services,
ATTN: Executive Services Directorate,
Directives Division, 4800 Mark Center
Drive, Suite 03F09-09, Alexandria, VA
22350-3100, Angela Duncan, 571-372—
7574.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Optimizing Brain Health by
Mitigating Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, OMB Control Number 0704—
0654.

Needs and Uses: The objective is to
identify barriers and facilitators of
accessing PTSD treatment that are most
important to the Special Operations
Forces (SOF) community via an online
confidential survey of all relevant
stakeholders in the healthcare delivery
process (N=1,536). Stakeholders will
include operators/enablers, healthcare
providers, leadership, and policy
makers from all SOF commands (Army,
Air Force, Naval Special Warfare,
Marine). We will then conduct
qualitative interviews with SOF
operators/enablers (N=24) to generate
solutions to the barriers identified in the
survey.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households.

Survey

Annual Burden Hours: 768.

Number of Respondents: 1,536.

Responses per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 1,536.

Average Burden per Response: 30
minutes.

Qualitative Interview

Annual Burden Hours: 24.
Number of Respondents: 24.
Responses per Respondent: 1.
Annual Responses: 24.

Average Burden per Response: 1
Hour.

Frequency: On occasion.
Dated: August 21, 2023.
Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18405 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 5001-06—-P
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary
[Docket ID: DoD-2023-HA-0020]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs
(OASD(HA)), Department of Defense
(DoD).

ACTION: 30-Day information collection
notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD has submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for clearance the following
proposal for collection of information
under the provisions of the Paperwork
Reduction Act.

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by September 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Angela Duncan, 571-372-7574, whs.mc-
alex.esd. mbx.dd-dod-information-
collections@mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Utilization of the Novel ECC
Eagle External Condom Catheter
System; OMB Control Number 0720—
EECC.

Type of Request: New.

ECC Eagle Patient Satisfaction
Questionnaire

Number of Respondents: 10.

Responses per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 10.

Average Burden per Response: 5
minutes.

Annual Burden Hours: 0.8.

Male Urinary Symptom Impact
Questionnaire (MUSIQ)

Number of Respondents: 10.

Responses per Respondent: 2.

Annual Responses: 20.

Average Burden per Response: 5
Minutes.

Annual Burden Hours: 1.67.

PROMIS General Life Satisfaction
Questionnaire

Number of Respondents: 10.
Responses per Respondent: 2.

Annual Responses: 20.

Average Burden per Response: 5
Minutes.

Annual Burden Hours: 1.7.

Needs and Uses: There are numerous
methods to manage urinary
incontinence, from pads/diapers to
condom catheters to invasive urethral
foley catheters. Pads or diapers can lead
to skin irritation due to their occlusive
barriers which can leave skin moist and
lead to breakdown. Current condom
catheters can be difficult to size and
cause skin breakdown and infections.
They can also fall off in patients with a
large suprapubic fat pad and a shorter
penis. Foley catheters can be
uncomfortable and can lead to urinary
tract infections. Thus, there is a need for
a better way to manage urinary
incontinence in men. The ECC Eagle is
a novel design for a condom catheter
that is intended to be more comfortable
and secure than current models. We
need to ask patients questions on their
experience with the ECC Eagle, the
degree of urinary symptoms they
experience and the impact this has on
their lives. This information is vital to
the development of this product.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Frequency: On occasion.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

OMB Desk Officer: Mr. Matthew
Eliseo.

You may also submit comments and
recommendations, identified by Docket
ID number and title, by the following
method:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, Docket
ID number, and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any
personal identifiers or contact
information.

DOD Clearance Officer: Ms. Angela
Duncan.

Requests for copies of the information
collection proposal should be sent to
Ms. Duncan at whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dd-
dod-information-collections@mail.mil.

Dated: August 21, 2023.
Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023-18400 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary
[Docket ID: DoD-2023-HA-0059]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs
(OASD(HA)), Department of Defense
(DoD).

ACTION: 30-Day information collection
notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD has submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for clearance the following
proposal for collection of information
under the provisions of the Paperwork
Reduction Act.

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by September 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Angela Duncan, 571-372-7574, whs.mc-
alex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-information-
collections@mail.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Continued Health Care Benefit
Program; DD Form 2837; OMB Control
Number 0720-0066.

Type of Request: Extension.

Number of Respondents: 1,475.

Responses per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 1,475.

Average Burden per Response: 15
minutes.

Annual Burden Hours: 369.

Needs and Uses: The information
collection requirement is necessary for
individuals to apply for enrollment in
the continued Health Care Benefit
Program (CHCBP). The CHCBP is a
program of temporary health care
benefit coverage that is made available
to eligible individuals who lose health
care coverage under the Military Health
System (MHS).

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Frequency: On occasion.

Respondents Obligation: Voluntary.

OMB Desk Officer: Mr. Matthew
Eliseo.

You may also submit comments and
recommendations, identified by Docket
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ID number and title, by the following
method:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, Docket
ID number, and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any
personal identifiers or contact
information.

DOD Clearance Officer: Ms. Angela
Duncan.

Requests for copies of the information
collection proposal should be sent to
Ms. Duncan at whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dd-
dod-information-collections@mail.mil.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Aaron T. Siegel,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18397 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 5001-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

President’s Advisory Commission on
Advancing Educational Equity,
Excellence, and Economic Opportunity
for Hispanics

AGENCY: Department of Education,
President’s Advisory Commission on
Advancing Educational Equity,
Excellence, and Economic Opportunity
for Hispanics

ACTION: Announcement of an open
meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
agenda for the September 12, 2023,
meeting of the President’s Advisory
Commission on Advancing Educational
Equity, Excellence, and Economic
Opportunity for Hispanics
(Commission), and how members of the
public may attend the meeting and
submit written comments pertaining to
the work of the Commission. Notice of
this meeting is required by 5 U.S.C.
chapter 10 (Federal Advisory
Committees).

DATES: The meeting of the Commission
will be held on Tuesday, September 12,
2023, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Mountain Standard Time.

ADDRESSES: Arizona State University
Downtown Phoenix Campus, Beus
Center for Law & Society, Room: Great
Hall, 111 E Taylor St., Phoenix, AZ

85004. Members of the public can
attend in-person and virtually.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emmanuel Caudillo, Designated Federal
Official, President’s Advisory
Commission on Advancing Educational
Equity, Excellence, and Economic
Opportunity for Hispanics, U.S.
Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue SW, Room 7E220, Washington,
DC 20202, telephone: (202) 453-5529, or
email: Emmanuel.Caudillo@ed.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The Commission’s Statutory
Authority and Function: The
Commission is established by Executive
Order 14045 (September 13, 2021) and
continued by Executive Order 14048
(September 30, 2021). The Commission
is also governed by the provisions of 5
U.S.C. chapter 10 (Federal Advisory
Committees), which sets forth standards
for the formation and use of advisory
committees. The Commission’s duties
are to advise the President, through the
Secretary of Education, on matters
pertaining to educational equity and
economic opportunity for the Hispanic
and Latino community in the following
areas: (i) what is needed for the
development, implementation, and
coordination of educational programs
and initiatives at the U.S. Department of
Education (Department) and other
agencies to improve educational
opportunities and outcomes for
Hispanics and Latinos; (ii) how to
promote career pathways for in-demand
jobs for Hispanic and Latino students,
including registered apprenticeships,
internships, fellowships, mentorships,
and work-based learning initiatives; (iii)
ways to strengthen the capacity of
institutions, such as Hispanic-serving
Institutions, to equitably serve Hispanic
and Latino students and increase the
participation of Hispanic and Latino
students, Hispanic-serving school
districts, and the Hispanic community
in the programs of the Department and
other agencies; (iv) how to increase
public awareness of and generate
solutions for the educational and
training challenges and equity
disparities that Hispanic and Latino
students face and the causes of these
challenges; and (v) approaches to
establish local and national partnerships
with public, private, philanthropic, and
nonprofit stakeholders to advance the
mission and objectives of this order,
consistent with applicable law.

Meeting Agenda: The agenda for the
Commission meeting includes: (1) a
discussion and vote on
recommendations presented by the
Commission’s four subcommittees:
Advancing PreK—12 Educational Equity;

Advancing Higher Education and
Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs);
Strengthening Economic Opportunity &
Workforce Development; and
Strengthening Public Partnerships and
Public Awareness; (2) presentations
from federal and community leaders on
topics related to Executive Order 14045;
(3) presentations from leaders to inform
the Commission about the critical role,
and needs of, HSIs and emerging HSIs
in light of it being Hispanic Serving
Institutions Week, and (4) and
discussion around next steps towards
advancing duties of the Commission, as
outlined by Executive Order 14045.

Access to the Meeting: Members of the
public may register to attend the
meeting in-person or virtually by
completing the link at https://
www.ed.gov/hispanicinitiative or
emailing
WhiteHouseHispaniclnitiative@ed.gov
by 5 p.m. EDT on Monday, September
11, 2023. Instructions on how to access
the meeting in-person and virtually will
be emailed to members of the public
that register to attend and will be posted
to https://www.ed.gov/hispanicinitiative
by Monday, September 11, 2023 by 6
p-m. EDT.

Submission of written public
comments: Written comments
pertaining to the work of the
Commission may be submitted
electronically to
WhiteHouseHispaniclnitiative@ed.gov
by 5 p.m. EDT on Monday, September
11, 2023. Include in the subject line:
“Written Comments: Public Comment.”
The email must include the name(s),
title, organizations/affiliation, mailing
address, email address, and telephone
number of the person(s) making the
comment. Comments should be
submitted as a Microsoft Word
document or in a medium compatible
with Microsoft Word (not a PDF file)
that is attached to the electronic mail
message (email) or provided in the body
of an email message. Please do not send
material directly to members of the
Commission.

Access to Records of the Meeting: The
Department will post the official report
of the meeting on the Commission’s
website, at https://sites.ed.gov/hispanic-
initiative/presidential-advisory-
commission no later than 90 days after
the meeting. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
1009(b), the public may request to
inspect records of the meeting at 400
Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, DC,
by emailing Emmanuel.Caudillo@ed.gov
or by calling (202) 453-5529 to schedule
an appointment.

Reasonable Accommodations: The
meeting platform and access code are
accessible to individuals with
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disabilities. If you will need an auxiliary
aid or service for the meeting (e.g.,
interpreting service, assistive listening
device, or materials in an alternate
format), notify the contact person listed
in this notice at least one week before
the meeting date. Although we will
attempt to meet a request received after
that date, we may not be able to make
available the requested auxiliary aid or
service because of insufficient time to
arrange it.

Electronic Access to this Document:
The official version of this document is
the document published in the Federal
Register. Free internet access to the
official edition of the Federal Register
and the Code of Federal Regulations is
available via the Federal Digital System
at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys. At this site you
can view this document, as well as all
other documents of this Department
published in the Federal Register, in
text or Adobe Portable Document
Format (PDF). To use PDF, you must
have Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is
available free at the site. You also may
access documents of the Department
published in the Federal Register by
using the article search feature at:
www.federalregister.gov. Specifically,
through the advanced search feature at
this site, you can limit your search to
documents published by the
Department.

Authority: Executive Order 14045
(September 13, 2021) and continued by
Executive Order 14048 (September 30,
2021).

Donna Harris-Aikens,

Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategy, Office of
the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18486 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

[Docket No.: ED-2023-SCC-0104]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and approval; Comment Request;
Upward Bound (UB) Upward Bound
Math Science (UBMS) Annual
Performance Report

AGENCY: Office of Postsecondary
Education (OPE), Department of
Education (ED).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of
1995, the Department is proposing a
revision of a currently approved
information collection request (ICR).

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for proposed
information collection requests should
be submitted within 30 days of
publication of this notice. Click on this
link www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain to access the site. Find this
information collection request (ICR) by
selecting ‘“Department of Education”
under “Currently Under Review,” then
check the “Only Show ICR for Public
Comment” checkbox. Reginfo.gov
provides two links to view documents
related to this information collection
request. Information collection forms
and instructions may be found by
clicking on the “View Information
Collection (IC) List” link. Supporting
statements and other supporting
documentation may be found by
clicking on the “View Supporting
Statement and Other Documents” link.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Marie Julienne,
(202) 987-1054.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Upward Bound
(UB) Upward Bound Math Science
(UBMS) Annual Performance Report.

OMB Control Number: 1840-0831.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved ICR.

Respondents/Affected Public: State,
Local, and Tribal Governments; Private
Sector.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 1,264.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 21,488.

Abstract: The purpose of the Upward
Bound (UB) and Upward Bound Math
Science (UBMS) Program is to generate
in the program’s participants the skills
and motivation necessary to complete a
program of secondary education and to
enter and succeed in a program of
postsecondary education.

Authority for this program is
contained in Title IV, Part A, Subpart 2,
Chapter 1, Section 402C of the Higher
Education Opportunity Act of 2008.
Eligible applicants include institutions
of higher education, public or private
agencies, or organizations, including
community-based organizations with
experience in serving disadvantaged
youth, secondary schools, and
combinations of institutions, agencies,
organizations and secondary schools.

The UB and UBMS Program’s
participants must be potential first-
generation college students, low-income
individuals, or individuals who have
high risk of academic failure and have
a need for academic support in order to
pursue successfully a program of
education beyond high school. Required
services of the UB-UBMS Program
include: (1) academic tutoring; (2)
advice and assistance in secondary and
postsecondary course selection; (3)
preparation for college entrance exams
and completing college admission
applications; (4) information on federal
student financial aid programs
including (a) Federal Pell grant awards,
(b) loan forgiveness, and (c)
scholarships; (5) assistance completing
financial aid applications; (6) guidance
and assistance in: (a) secondary school
reentry, (b) alternative programs for
secondary school drop outs that lead to
the receipt of a regular secondary school
diploma, (c) entry into general
educational development (GED)
programs or (d) entry into
postsecondary education; and (7)
education or counseling services
designed to improve the financial and
economic literacy of students or the
students’ parents, including financial
planning for postsecondary education.
(8) Also, projects funded for at least two
years under the program must provide
instruction in mathematics through pre-
calculus; laboratory science; foreign
language; composition; and literature.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Kun Mullan,

PRA Coordinator, Strategic Collections and
Clearance, Governance and Strategy Division,
Office of Chief Data Officer, Office of
Planning, Evaluation and Policy
Development.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18443 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Environmental Management Site-
Specific Advisory Board, Savannah
River Site

AGENCY: Office of Environmental
Management, Department of Energy.
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ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a
meeting of the Environmental
Management Site-Specific Advisory
Board (EM SSAB), Savannah River Site.
The Federal Advisory Committee Act
requires that public notice of this
meeting be announced in the Federal
Register.

DATES: Tuesday, September 26, 2023;
9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. EDT

ADDRESSES: Aiken Senior Life Center,
1310 East Pine Log Road, Aiken, SC
29803.

The meeting will also be streamed on
YouTube, no registration is necessary;
links for the livestream can be found on
the following website: https://
cab.srs.gov/srs-cab.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Boyette, Office of External Affairs,
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE),
Savannah River Operations Office, P.O.
Box A, Aiken, SC, 29802; Phone: (803)
952—6120; or Email: amy.boyette@
srs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose of the Board: The purpose of
the Board is to provide advice and
recommendations concerning the
following EM site-specific issues: clean-
up activities and environmental
restoration; waste and nuclear materials
management and disposition; excess
facilities; future land use and long-term
stewardship. The Board may also be
asked to provide advice and
recommendations on any EM program
components.

Tentative Agenda

Chair Update
Agency Updates
Subcommittee Updates
Program Presentations
Public Comments
Board Business

Public Participation: The meeting is
open to the public. To provide a safe
meeting environment, seating may be
limited; attendees should register for in-
person attendance by sending an email
to srscitizensadvisoryboard@srs.gov no
later than 4:00 p.m. EDT on Friday,
September 22, 2023. The EM SSAB,
Savannah River Site, welcomes the
attendance of the public at its advisory
committee meetings and will make
every effort to accommodate persons
with physical disabilities or special
needs. If you require special
accommodations due to a disability,
please contact Amy Boyette at least
seven days in advance of the meeting at
the telephone number listed above.
Written statements may be filed with
the Board via email either before or after

the meeting. Individuals who wish to
make oral statements pertaining to
agenda items should submit their
request to srscitizensadvisoryboard@
srs.gov. Requests must be received five
days prior to the meeting and reasonable
provision will be made to include the
presentation in the agenda. Comments
will be accepted after the meeting, by no
later than 4:00 p.m. ET on Tuesday,
October 3, 2023. Please submit
comments to srscitizensadvisoryboard@
srs.gov. The Deputy Designated Federal
Officer is empowered to conduct the
meeting in a fashion that will facilitate
the orderly conduct of business.
Individuals wishing to make oral public
comments will be provided a maximum
of five minutes to present their
comments. Individuals wishing to
submit written public comments should
email them as directed above.

Minutes: Minutes will be available by
emailing or calling Amy Boyette at the
email address or telephone number
listed above. Minutes will also be
available at the following website:
https://cab.srs.gov/srs-cab.html.

Signed in Washington, DC, on August 23,
2023.

LaTanya Butler,

Deputy Committee Management Officer.
[FR Doc. 2023-18483 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Energy Conservation Program for
Consumer Products: Representative
Average Unit Costs of Energy

AGENCY: Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy, Department of
Energy.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In this notice, the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) is
forecasting the representative average
unit costs of five residential energy
sources for the year 2023 pursuant to
the Energy Policy and Conservation Act
(Act). The five sources are electricity,
natural gas, No. 2 heating oil, propane,
and kerosene.

DATES: The representative average unit
costs of energy contained in this notice
will become effective September 27,
2023 and will remain in effect until
further notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Mr. John Cymbalsky, U.S. Department
of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy, EE-5B, 1000
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20585-0121, Telephone: (202) 287—
1692, Email:

ApplianceStandardsQuestions@
ee.doe.gov.

Ms. Amelia Whiting, U.S. Department
of Energy, Office of General Counsel,
GC-33, 1000 Independence Avenue SW,
Washington, DC 20585-0103,
Telephone: (202) 586—2588, Email:
Amelia. Whiting@hq.doe.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
323 of the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act requires that DOE
prescribe test procedures for the
measurement of the estimated annual
operating costs or other measures of
energy consumption for certain
consumer products specified in the Act.
(42 U.S.C. 6293(b)(3)) These test
procedures are found in title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) part
430, subpart B.

Section 323(b)(3) of the Act requires
that the estimated annual operating
costs of a covered product be calculated
from measurements of energy use in a
representative average use cycle or
period of use and from representative
average unit costs of the energy needed
to operate such product during such
cycle. (42 U.S.C. 6293(b)(3)) The section
further requires that DOE provide
information to manufacturers regarding
the representative average unit costs of
energy. (42 U.S.C. 6293(b)(4)) This cost
information should be used by
manufacturers to meet their obligations
under section 323(c) of the Act. Most
notably, these costs are used to comply
with Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
requirements for labeling.
Manufacturers are required to use the
revised DOE representative average unit
costs when the FTC publishes new
ranges of comparability for specific
covered products, 16 CFR part 305.
Interested parties can also find
information covering the FTC labeling
requirements at https://www.ftc.gov/
appliances.

DOE last published representative
average unit costs of residential energy
in a Federal Register notice entitled,
“Energy Conservation Program for
Consumer Products: Representative
Average Unit Costs of Energy”’, dated
March 7, 2022, 87 FR 12681.

On September 27, 2023, the cost
figures published in this notice will
become effective and supersede those
cost figures published on March 7, 2022.
The cost figures set forth in this notice
will be effective until further notice.

DOE’s Energy Information
Administration (EIA) has developed the
2023 representative average unit after-
tax residential costs found in this
notice. These costs for electricity,
natural gas, and No. 2 heating oil are
based on simulations used to produce
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the August 2023, EIA Short-Term
Energy Outlook (EIA releases the
Outlook monthly). The representative
average unit after-tax cost for propane is
based on the U.S. residential sector
prices found in the Annual Energy
Outlook 2023, AEO2023) (March 16,
2023). The representative average unit
after-tax cost for kerosene is derived
from its price relative to that of heating
oil, based on the 2010 to 2013 averages
of the U.S. refiner price to end users,
which include all the major energy-
consuming sectors in the U.S. for these
fuels. The source for these price data is
the July 2023, Monthly Energy Review
DOE/EIA-0035(2023/7). The Short-
Term Energy Outlook, the Monthly
Energy Review, and the Annual Energy
Outlook are available on the EIA

website at https://www.eia.doe.gov. For
more information on the data sources
used in this notice, contact the National
Energy Information Center, Forrestal
Building, EI-30, 1000 Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20585,
Telephone: (202) 586—8800, Email:
infoctr@eia.doe.gov.

The 2023 representative average unit
costs under section 323(b)(4) of the Act
are set forth in Table 1, and will become
effective September 27, 2023. They will
remain in effect until further notice.

Signing Authority

This document of the Department of
Energy was signed on August 23, 2023,
by Francisco Alejandro Moreno, Acting

Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency

and Renewable Energy, pursuant to

delegated authority from the Secretary
of Energy. That document with the
original signature and date is
maintained by DOE. For administrative
purposes only, and in compliance with
requirements of the Office of the Federal
Register, the undersigned DOE Federal
Register Liaison Officer has been
authorized to sign and submit the
document in electronic format for
publication, as an official document of
the Department of Energy. This
administrative process in no way alters
the legal effect of this document upon
publication in the Federal Register.
Signed in Washington, DC, on August 23,
2023.
Treena V. Garrett,

Federal Register Liaison Officer, U.S.
Department of Energy.

TABLE 1—REPRESENTATIVE AVERAGE UNIT COSTS OF ENERGY FOR FIVE RESIDENTIAL ENERGY SOURCES (2023)

Type of energy Peer'L"on In commonly used terms As r%qrggggu?g b
ElCHCIY .evveeeeee s $46.19 | 15.76¢/KWH23 e $0.158/kWh.
Natural Gas ......... 13.97 | $1.397/therm4 or $14.49/MCF 56 . ......cccocvvvrennne. $0.00001397/Btu.
No. 2 Heating Oil 28.36 | $3.89/gallON7 ..ot $0.00002836/Btu.
Propane ......c.c....... 32.62 | $2.98/galloN8 ........coccoiiiiiiieieee s $0.00003262/Btu.
KEIOSENE et 33.52 | $4.53/galloN® .....ooiieeeeeee e $0.00003352/Btu.

Sources: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Short-Term Energy Outlook (August 8, 2023), Annual Energy Outlook (March 16, 2023), and

Monthly Energy Review (July 26, 2023).
Notes: Prices include taxes.
1Btu stands for British thermal units.
2kWh stands for kilowatt hour.
31 kWh = 3,412 Btu.
41 therm = 100,000 Btu.
5MCF stands for 1,000 cubic feet.

6 For the purposes of this table, one cubic foot of natural gas has an energy equivalence of 1,037 Btu.

7 For the purposes of this table, one gallon of No. 2 heating oil has an energy equivalence of 137,381 Btu.
8For the purposes of this table, one gallon of liquid propane has an energy equivalence of 91,333 Btu.
9For the purposes of this table, one gallon of kerosene has an energy equivalence of 135,000 Btu.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18532 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. ER23-2668—-000]

Richfield Solar Energy LLC;
Supplemental Notice That Initial
Market-Based Rate Filing Includes
Request for Blanket Section 204
Authorization

This is a supplemental notice in the
above-referenced proceeding of
Richfield Solar Energy LLC’s
application for market-based rate
authority, with an accompanying rate
tariff, noting that such application
includes a request for blanket
authorization, under 18 CFR part 34, of
future issuances of securities and
assumptions of liability.

Any person desiring to intervene or to
protest should file with the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 888
First Street NE, Washington, DC 20426,
in accordance with Rules 211 and 214
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure (18 CFR 385.211 and
385.214). Anyone filing a motion to
intervene or protest must serve a copy
of that document on the Applicant.

Notice is hereby given that the
deadline for filing protests with regard
to the applicant’s request for blanket
authorization, under 18 CFR part 34, of
future issuances of securities and
assumptions of liability, is September
11, 2023.

The Commission encourages
electronic submission of protests and
interventions in lieu of paper, using the
FERC Online links at http://
www.ferc.gov. To facilitate electronic
service, persons with internet access
who will eFile a document and/or be
listed as a contact for an intervenor
must create and validate an

eRegistration account using the
eRegistration link. Select the eFiling
link to log on and submit the
intervention or protests.

Persons unable to file electronically
may mail similar pleadings to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street NE, Washington, DC
20426. Hand delivered submissions in
docketed proceedings should be
delivered to Health and Human
Services, 12225 Wilkins Avenue,
Rockville, Maryland 20852.

In addition to publishing the full text
of this document in the Federal
Register, the Commission provides all
interested persons an opportunity to
view and/or print the contents of this
document via the internet through the
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov) using the “eLibrary” link.
Enter the docket number excluding the
last three digits in the docket number
field to access the document. At this
time, the Commission has suspended
access to the Commission’s Public


https://www.eia.doe.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
http://www.ferc.gov
mailto:infoctr@eia.doe.gov
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Reference Room, due to the
proclamation declaring a National
Emergency concerning the Novel
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19), issued
by the President on March 13, 2020. For
assistance, contact the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or call
toll-free, (886) 208—-3676 or TYY, (202)
502-8659.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: August 22, 2023.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2023-18487 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #1

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER23-2358-001.

Applicants: Wildflower Solar, LLC.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Amendment to the Shared Facilities and
Co-Tenancy Agreement to be effective
9/6/2023.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.

Accession Number: 20230822-5104.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/12/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2409-001.

Applicants: The Potomac Edison
Company.

Description: The Potomac Edison
Company submits an Amendment and
Waiver Request to its notice of
cancellation of its reactive power tariff
submitted on July 14, 2023.

Filed Date: 8/18/23.

Accession Number: 20230818-5224.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/8/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2428-001.

Applicants: Bucksport Generation
LLC.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Bucksport Generation LL.C, IROL-CIP
Rate Schedule Amendment to be
effective 9/29/2023.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.
Accession Number: 20230822-5133.
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/12/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2448-001.

Applicants: Tunica Windpower LLC.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Tunica Windpower LLC Supplement to
MBR Application to be effective 9/18/
2023.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.

Accession Number: 20230822-5126.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/12/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2679-000.

Applicants: Duke Energy Progress,
LLC.

Description: Notice of Cancellation of
Service Agreements of Duke Energy
Progress, LLC.

Filed Date: 8/21/23.

Accession Number: 20230821-5185.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/11/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2680-000.

Applicants: New York Independent
System Operator, Inc., New York State
Electric & Gas Corporation.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing: New
York Independent System Operator, Inc.
submits tariff filing per 35.13(a)(2)(iii:
NYISO-NYSEG Joint 205: Scnd Amd
LGIA Baron Winds SA2487 (CEII) to be
effective 8/8/2023.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.

Accession Number: 20230822-5051.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/12/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2681-000.

Applicants: Midcontinent
Independent System Operator, Inc.,
Pioneer Transmission, LLC.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing:
Midcontinent Independent System
Operator, Inc. submits tariff filing per
35.13(a)(2)(iii: 2023-08-22_Pioneer
Tariff Sheet Consolidation to be
effective 1/1/2022.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.

Accession Number: 20230822-5069.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/12/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2682-000.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing: Att
O Sec. 2 Re How Votes are Tallied in
Zonal Planning Criteria Voting (RR 557)
to be effective 10/22/2023.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.

Accession Number: 20230822-5083.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/12/23.

Docket Numbers: ER23-2683-000.

Applicants: Southwest Power Pool,
Inc.

Description: § 205(d) Rate Filing: 4126
NPPD and Tri-State G&T
Interconnection Agreement to be
effective 10/21/2023.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.

Accession Number: 20230822-5085.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/12/23.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

The Commission’s Office of Public
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful
public engagement and participation in
Commission proceedings. OPP can help
members of the public, including
landowners, environmental justice
communities, Tribal members and
others, access publicly available
information and navigate Commission
processes. For public inquiries and
assistance with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, the public is encouraged to
contact OPP at (202) 502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

Dated: August 22, 2023.

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2023-18482 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Project No. 15229-000]

Alabama Power Company; Notice of
Surrender of Preliminary Permit

Take notice that Alabama Power
Company, permittee for the proposed
Chandler Mountain Pumped Storage
Project No. 15229, has requested that its
preliminary permit be terminated. The
permit was issued on March 24, 20221
and would have expired on February 28,
2026. The project would have been
located on Little Canoe Creek, Gulf
Creek, and Jake Creek near the town of

1178 FERC {61,209 (2022).


https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgensearch.asp
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgensearch.asp
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/fercgensearch.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf
mailto:FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
mailto:OPP@ferc.gov
mailto:OPP@ferc.gov
mailto:OPP@ferc.gov
mailto:OPP@ferc.gov
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Steele, in Etowah and St. Clair Counties,
Alabama.2

The preliminary permit for Project
No. 15229 will remain in effect until the
close of business, September 21, 2023.
But, if the Commission is closed on this
day, then the permit remains in effect
until the close of business on the next
day in which the Commission is open.3
New applications for this site may not
be submitted until after the permit
surrender is effective.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Kimberly D. Bose,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2023—-18528 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas and
0Oil Pipeline Rate and Refund Report
filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP23-975-000.

Applicants: Southern Natural Gas
Company, L.L.C.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: Fuel
Retention Rates—Winter 2023 to be
effective 10/1/2023.

Filed Date: 8/22/23.

Accession Number: 20230822-5066.

Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 9/5/23.

Any person desiring to intervene, to
protest, or to answer a complaint in any
of the above proceedings must file in
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206
of the Commission’s Regulations (18
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the
specified comment date. Protests may be
considered, but intervention is
necessary to become a party to the
proceeding.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the
docket number.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For

2 Little Canoe Creek, Gulf Creek, and Jake Creek
are tributaries of the Coosa River.
318 CFR 385.2007(a)(2) (2022).

other information, call (866) 208—-3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

For other information, call (866) 208—
3676 (toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—
8659. The Commission’s Office of
Public Participation (OPP) supports
meaningful public engagement and
participation in Commission
proceedings. OPP can help members of
the public, including landowners,
environmental justice communities,
Tribal members and others, access
publicly available information and
navigate Commission processes. For
public inquiries and assistance with
making filings such as interventions,
comments, or requests for rehearing, the
public is encouraged to contact OPP at
(202) 502-6595 or OPP@ferc.gov.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2023—-18484 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL-11288-01-R8]

Clean Air Act Operating Permit
Program; Order on Petitions for
Objection to State Operating Permit for
Terra Energy Partners, Rocky Moutain
LLC, Parachute Water Management
Facility

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of final order on
petitions.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Administrator signed an
order dated July 14, 2023, granting in
part and denying in part a petition dated
November 22, 2022 from WildEarth
Guardians and a petition dated
November 23, 2022 from the Center for
Biological Diversity and Grand Valley
Citizens Alliance. The petitions
requested that the EPA object to a Clean
Air Act (CAA) operating permit issued
by the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment (CDPHE) to
Terra Energy Partners, Rocky Moutain
LLC for its Parachute Water
Management Facility located in Garfield
County, Colorado.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Donald Law, EPA Region 8, telephone
number: (303) 312—7015, email address:
law.donald@epa.gov. The final order
and petition are available electronically
at: https://www.epa.gov/title-v-
operating-permits/title-v-petition-
database.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The EPA
received appetition from WildEarth
Guardians dated November 2, 2022, and
a petition from the Center for Biological
Diversity and Grand Valley Citizens
Alliance dated November 23, 2022,
requesting that the EPA object to the
issuance of operating permit no.
090PGA330, issued by CDPHE to Terra
Energy Partners, Rocky Mountain LLC
in Garfield County, Colorado. On June
14, 2023, the EPA Administrator issued
an order granting in part and denying in
part the petition. The order itself
explains the basis for the EPA’s
decision.

Sections 307(b) and 505(b)(2) of the
CAA provide that a petitioner may
request judicial review of those portions
of an order that deny issues in a
petition. Any petition for review shall
be filed in the United States Court of
Appeals for the appropriate circuit no
later than October 27, 2023.

Dated: August 18, 2023.

KC Becker,

Regional Administrator, Region 8.

[FR Doc. 2023-18454 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-ORD-2020-0182; FRL-11281-01—
ORD]

Availability of the IRIS Protocol for
Vanadium and Compounds (Inhalation)

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of public comment
period.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is announcing a 30-day
public comment period associated with
release of the document, Protocol for the
Vanadium and Compounds (Inhalation)
IRIS Assessment. This document
communicates the rationale for
conducting the Integrated Risk
Information System (IRIS) assessment of
vanadium and compounds (inhalation),
describes screening criteria to identify
relevant literature, outlines the
approach for evaluating study quality,
and describes the methods for dose-
response analysis.

DATES: The 30-day public comment
period begins August 28, 2023 and ends
September 27, 2023. Comments must be
received on or before September 27,
2023.
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ADDRESSES: The Protocol for the
Vanadium and Compounds (Inhalation)
IRIS Assessment will be available via
the internet on the IRIS website at
https://www.epa.gov/iris and in the
public docket at http://
www.regulations.gov, Docket ID: EPA—
HQ-ORD-2020-0182.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information on the docket, contact the
ORD Docket at the EPA Headquarters
Docket Center; email: Docket ORD@
epa.gov.

For technical information on the
protocol, contact Mr. Dahnish Shams,
Center for Public Health &
Environmental Assessment; email:
shams.dahnish@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background Information on the IRIS
Program and Systematic Review
Protocols

EPA’s IRIS Program is a human health
assessment program that evaluates
quantitative and qualitative information
on effects that may result from exposure
to chemicals found in the environment.
Through the IRIS Program, EPA
provides high quality science-based
human health assessments to support
the Agency’s regulatory activities and
decisions to protect public health.

As part of developing a draft IRIS
assessment, EPA presents a methods
document, referred to as the protocol,
for conducting a chemical-specific
systematic review of the available
scientific literature. EPA is seeking
public comment on components of the
protocol including the described
strategies for literature searches, criteria
for study inclusion or exclusion,
considerations for evaluating study
methods, information management for
extracting data, approaches for synthesis
within and across lines of evidence, and
methods for derivation of toxicity
values. The protocol serves to inform
the subsequent development of the draft
assessment and is made available to the
public. EPA may update the protocol
based on the evaluation of the literature,
and any updates will be posted to the
docket and on the IRIS website.

II. How To Submit Technical Comments
to the Docket at hitps://
wwuw.regulations.gov

Submit your comments, identified by
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-ORD-2020—
0182 for Vanadium and Compounds
(Inhalation), by one of the following
methods:

o www.regulations.gov: Follow the
on-line instructions for submitting
comments.

e Email: Docket ORD@epa.gov.

e Fax:202-566-9744.

e Mail: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, EPA Docket Center
(ORD Docket), Mail Code: 28221T, 1200
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20460. The phone number is 202—
566-1752.

For information on visiting the EPA
Docket Center Public Reading Room,
visit https://www.epa.gov/dockets. The
telephone number for the Public
Reading Room is 202-566—1744. The
public can submit comments via
www.regulations.gov or email.

Instructions: Direct your comments to
docket number EPA-HQ-ORD-2020—
0182 for vanadium. Please ensure that
your comments are submitted within
the specified comment period.
Comments received after the closing
date will be marked “late,” and may
only be considered if time permits. It is
EPA’s policy to include all comments it
receives in the public docket without
change and to make the comments
available online at https://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information provided, unless a
comment includes information claimed
to be Confidential Business Information
(CBI) or other information for which
disclosure is restricted by statute. Do
not submit information through https://
www.regulations.gov or email that you
consider to be CBI or otherwise
protected. The https://
www.regulations.gov website is an
“anonymous access’’ system, which
means EPA will not know your identity
or contact information unless you
provide it in the body of your comment.
If you send an email comment directly
to EPA without going through https://
www.regulations.gov, your email
address will be automatically captured
and included as part of the comment
that is placed in the public docket and
made available on the internet. If you
submit an electronic comment, EPA
recommends that you include your
name and other contact information in
the body of your comment and with any
disk or CD-ROM you submit. If EPA
cannot read your comment due to
technical difficulties and cannot contact
you for clarification, EPA may not be
able to consider your comment.
Electronic files should avoid the use of
special characters, any form of
encryption, and be free of any defects or
viruses. For additional information
about EPA’s public docket, visit the EPA
Docket Center homepage at https://
www.epa.gov/dockets.

Docket: Documents in the docket are
listed in the https://
www.regulations.gov index. Although
listed in the index, some information is
not publicly available, e.g., CBI or other

information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Certain other
materials, such as copyrighted material,
are publicly available only in hard copy.
Publicly available docket materials are
available either electronically in https://
www.regulations.gov or as a hard copy
at the ORD Docket in the EPA
Headquarters Docket Center.

Wayne Cascio,

Director, Center for Public Health &
Environmental Assessment.

[FR Doc. 2023-18468 Filed 8—25—23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-R05-SFUND-2023-0315; FRL-11033—
02-Region 5]

Proposed Prospective Purchaser
Agreement for the Buick City Site in
Flint, Michigan; Reopening of the
Comment Period

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice; request for public
comment; reopening of the comment
period.

SUMMARY: In the Federal Register of
June 22, 2023, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) announced a
proposed administrative settlement; this
document reopens the comment period.
Additionally, a public meeting will be
held in Flint, Michigan prior to the
closing of the reopened comment
period. The EPA will announce the
details of the public meeting in multiple
ways, including an ad in the local
newspaper.

DATES: The comment period for the
noticed published on June 22, 2023, at
88 FR 40821 is re-opened. Comments
must be submitted on or before
September 13, 2023.

ADDRESSES: You may send comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R05—
SFUND-2023-0315, by any of the
following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov/ (our
preferred method). Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

e Mail: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, ATTN: Mark Koller,
Associate Regional Counsel, Office of
Regional Counsel (C-14]), 77 W. Jackson
Blvd., Chicago, Illinois 60604.

e Electronic Mail: koller.mark@
epa.gov.

¢ Handwritten notes submitted to
EPA representatives at the public
meeting.
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Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket ID No. for this
rulemaking. Comments received may be
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov/, including any
personal information provided. For
detailed instructions on sending
comments and additional information
on the rulemaking process, see the
“Public Participation” heading of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mark Koller, Office of Regional Counsel,
Environmental Protection Agency,
telephone number: (312) 353-2591;
email address: koller.mark@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Public Participation

A. Written Comments

Submit your comments, identified by
Docket ID No. EPA-R05-SFUND-2023—
0315, at https://www.regulations.gov
(our preferred method), or the other
methods identified in the ADDRESSES
section. Once submitted, comments
cannot be edited or removed from the
docket. The EPA may publish any
comment received to its public docket.
Do not submit electronically any
information you consider to be
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Multimedia
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be
accompanied by a written comment.
The written comment is considered the
official comment and should include
discussion of all points you wish to
make. The EPA will generally not
consider comments or comment
contents located outside of the primary
submission (i.e. on the web, cloud, or
other file sharing system). For
additional submission methods, the full
EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI or multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets.

II. Background Information

The Settling Party proposes to acquire
ownership of a portion of the former
General Motors Corporation North
American operation, at 902 E. Leith St.
in Flint, Michigan. The Site is one of the
89 sites that were placed into an
Environmental Response Trust (the
“Trust”) as a result of the resolution of
the 2009 GM bankruptcy. The Trust is

administrated by Revitalizing Auto
Communities Environmental Response.

Thomas Short,

Deputy Director, Superfund & Emergency
Management Division Region 5.

[FR Doc. 2023-18471 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS
ADVISORY BOARD

Notice of Request for Comment on an
Exposure Draft Titled Omnibus
Amendments: Amending Statements
of Federal Financial Accounting
Standards 38, 49, and Technical
Bulletin 2011-1

AGENCY: Federal Accounting Standards
Advisory Board.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Federal Accounting Standards
Advisory Board (FASAB) has released
an exposure draft titled Omnibus
Amendments: Amending Statements of
Federal Financial Accounting
Standards 38, 49, and Technical
Bulletin 2011-1. Respondents are
encouraged to comment on any part of
the exposure draft.

DATES: Written comments are requested
by September 21, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to fasab@fasab.gov or Monica R.
Valentine, Executive Director, Federal
Accounting Standards Advisory Board,
441 G Street NW, Suite 1155,
Washington, DC 20548. The exposure
draft is available on the FASAB website
at https://www.fasab.gov/documents-
for-comment/. Copies can be obtained

by contacting FASAB at (202) 512—7350.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Monica R. Valentine, Executive
Director, 441 G Street NW, Suite 1155,
Washington, DC 20548, or call (202)
512-7350.
(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3511(d); Federal
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. 1001—
1014)

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Monica R. Valentine,
Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 2023-18428 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 1610-02-P

GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

[Notice-MA-2023-06; Docket No. 2023
0002; Sequence No. 7]

Federal Travel Regulation (FTR); First
Class and Business Class
Transportation Reporting
Requirements

AGENCY: Office of Government-wide
Policy (OGP), General Services
Administration (GSA).

ACTION: Notice of GSA Bulletin FTR 23—
07, first class and business class
transportation reporting requirements.

SUMMARY: FTR Bulletin 23—07 clarifies
the information agencies are required to
report on the authorized use of first
class and business class transportation
accommodations and how to determine
the comparative coach class
accommodations. This bulletin also
rescinds FTR Bulletin 20-05.

DATES: Applicable: August 28, 2023.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
clarification of content, contact LaMan
Dantzler J.D., Office of Government-
wide Policy, Office of Asset and
Transportation Management, at 202—
615-5399 or travelpolicy@gsa.gov.
Please cite Notice of GSA Bulletin FTR
23-07.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: GSA
amended the FTR by introducing
premium economy airline
accommodations as a class of service,
creating management controls related to
the use thereof, and changing the
deadline for reporting the use of first
class and business class transportation
accommodations. This rule, titled
“Common Carrier Transportation,” and
published at 87 FR 55699, on September
12, 2022, did not change the
requirement for agencies to report the
use of all first class and business class
transportation accommodations which
exceed the coach class fare, nor did it
change the requirement for agencies to
report the use of extra-fare train service.
However, since publishing 87 FR 55699,
Common Carrier Transportation, GSA
has received questions from agencies on
how to determine the comparative cost
of a coach class train fare when the use
of an extra-fare train is authorized. In
accordance with 41 CFR 300-70.101,
FTR Bulletin 23-07 clarifies the
information agencies are required to
report on the authorized use of first
class and business class transportation
accommodations and how to determine
the comparative coach class
accommodations. This bulletin also
rescinds FTR Bulletin 20-05, published
at 85 FR 17890, on March 31, 2020.


https://www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets
https://www.fasab.gov/documents-for-comment/
https://www.fasab.gov/documents-for-comment/
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:travelpolicy@gsa.gov
mailto:koller.mark@epa.gov
mailto:fasab@fasab.gov
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GSA Bulletin FTR 23-07 can be
viewed in its entirety at https://
www.gsa.gov/ftrbulletins.

Krystal J. Brumfield,

Associate Administrator, Office of
Government-wide Policy.

[FR Doc. 2023-18398 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6820-14-P

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ETHICS

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Notice of Approval of
Information Collection Requirements

AGENCY: Office of Government Ethics
(OGE).

ACTION: Notice of approval of
information collection requirements.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), the U.S. Office of Government
Ethics (OGE) is announcing Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)
approval of new information collection
requirements contained in a final rule
published in the Federal Register on
May 25, 2023, “Legal Expense Fund
Regulation.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
McEvan Baum at the U.S. Office of
Government Ethics; telephone: 202—
482-9287; TTY: 800-877-8339; Email:
usoge@oge.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), an agency
may not conduct or sponsor a collection
of information, and the public is not
obligated to respond to a collection of
information, unless the collection of
information displays a currently valid
OMB control number.

On May 25, 2023, OGE published a
final rule establishing a framework to
govern an executive branch employee’s
acceptance of payments for legal
expenses through a Legal Expense Fund
(LEF) for matters arising in connection
with the employee’s official position,
the employee’s prior position on a
campaign of a candidate for President or
Vice President, or the employee’s prior
position on a Presidential Transition
Team. The requirements for establishing
and maintaining a LEF are found in 5
CFR part 2635, subpart J (LEF
regulation).

The LEF regulation requires that
employees who wish to establish a legal
expense fund do so through a trust with
a single, named employee beneficiary
and a trustee. It also requires an
employee beneficiary to file quarterly
reports that include information (1)
regarding members of the public who
make financial donations to help pay for

the employee beneficiary’s legal
expenses (donors) and (2) members of
the public who receive payments from
a legal expense fund (payees). The
employee beneficiary must also file a
termination report upon the termination
of the trust and/or executive branch
employment. The trust documents,
quarterly reports, and termination
reports will be posted directly on OGE’s
website in accordance with 5 CFR
2635.1007(g). Together, this information
collection (IC) is titled “OGE Legal
Expense Fund Information Collection.”

OGE submitted a request for approval
of this information collection on May
25, 2023, and OMB approved it on July
21, 2023. It was assigned OMB Control
Number 3209-0012. Therefore, in
accordance with the PRA, OGE hereby
announces OMB approval of the
information collection requirements as
contained in the final rule, which will
be effective November 21, 2023.

Approved: August 23, 2023.

Shelley K. Finlayson,

Acting Director, U.S. Office of Government
Ethics.

[FR Doc. 2023-18526 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6345-03-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality

Supplemental Evidence and Data
Request on Diagnosis and
Management of Obsessive Compulsive
Disorders in Children

AGENCY: Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality (AHRQ), HHS.

ACTION: Request for supplemental
evidence and data submissions.

SUMMARY: The Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ) is seeking
scientific information submissions from
the public. Scientific information is
being solicited to inform our review on
Diagnosis and Management of Obsessive
Compulsive Disorders in Children,
which is currently being conducted by
the AHRQ’s Evidence-based Practice
Centers (EPC) Program. Access to
published and unpublished pertinent
scientific information will improve the
quality of this review.
DATES: Submission Deadline on or
before September 27, 2023.
ADDRESSES:

Email submissions: epc@
ahrq.hhs.gov.

Print submissions:

Muailing Address: Center for Evidence
and Practice Improvement, Agency for

Healthcare Research and Quality,
ATTN: EPC SEADs Coordinator, 5600
Fishers Lane, Mail Stop 06E53A,
Rockville, MD 20857.

Shipping Address (FedEx, UPS, etc.):
Center for Evidence and Practice
Improvement, Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality, ATTN: EPC
SEADs Coordinator, 5600 Fishers Lane,
Mail Stop 06E77D, Rockville, MD
20857.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kelly Carper, Telephone: 301-427-1656
or Email: epc@ahrq.hhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality has commissioned the
Evidence-based Practice Centers (EPC)
Program to complete a review of the
evidence for Diagnosis and Management
of Obsessive Compulsive Disorders in
Children. AHRQ is conducting this
review pursuant to Section 902 of the
Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C.
299a.

The EPC Program is dedicated to
identifying as many studies as possible
that are relevant to the questions for
each of its reviews. In order to do so, we
are supplementing the usual manual
and electronic database searches of the
literature by requesting information
from the public (e.g., details of studies
conducted). We are looking for studies
that report on Diagnosis and
Management of Obsessive Compulsive
Disorders in Children. The entire
research protocol is available online at:
https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/
products/obsessive-compulsive-
disorder/protocol.

This is to notify the public that the
EPC Program would find the following
information on Diagnosis and
Management of Obsessive Compulsive
Disorders in Children helpful:

= A list of completed studies that
your organization has sponsored for this
topic. In the list, please indicate
whether results are available on
ClinicalTrials.gov along with the
ClinicalTrials.gov trial number.

= For completed studies that do not
have results on ClinicalTrials.gov, a
summary, including the following
elements, if relevant: study number,
study period, design, methodology,
indication and diagnosis, proper use
instructions, inclusion and exclusion
criteria, primary and secondary
outcomes, baseline characteristics,
number of patients screened/eligible/
enrolled/lost to follow-up/withdrawn/
analyzed, effectiveness/efficacy, and
safety results.

» A list of ongoing studies that your
organization has sponsored for this
topic. In the list, please provide the


https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/products/obsessive-compulsive-disorder/protocol
https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/products/obsessive-compulsive-disorder/protocol
https://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/products/obsessive-compulsive-disorder/protocol
https://www.gsa.gov/ftrbulletins
https://www.gsa.gov/ftrbulletins
mailto:epc@ahrq.hhs.gov
mailto:epc@ahrq.hhs.gov
mailto:epc@ahrq.hhs.gov
mailto:usoge@oge.gov
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ClinicalTrials.gov trial number or, if the
trial is not registered, the protocol for
the study including, if relevant, a study
number, the study period, design,
methodology, indication and diagnosis,
proper use instructions, inclusion and
exclusion criteria, and primary and
secondary outcomes.

= Description of whether the above
studies constitute ALL Phase II and
above clinical trials sponsored by your
organization for this topic and an index
outlining the relevant information in
each submitted file.

Your contribution is very beneficial to
the Program. Materials submitted must
be publicly available or able to be made
public. Materials that are considered
confidential; marketing materials; study

types not included in the review; or
information on topics not included in
the review cannot be used by the EPC
Program. This is a voluntary request for
information, and all costs for complying
with this request must be borne by the
submitter.

The draft of this review will be posted
on AHRQ’s EPC Program website and
available for public comment for a
period of 45 days.

If you would like to be notified when
the draft is posted, please sign up for the
email list at: https://www.effective
healthcare.ahrq.gov/email-updates.

The review will answer the following
questions. This information is provided
as background. AHRQ is not requesting
that the public provide answers to these
questions.

Key Questions (KQ)

KQ 1: How accurate are assessment
tools compared to reference standard
methods to identify OCD in
symptomatic children and adolescents?

KQ 1a: How does diagnostic accuracy
of assessment tools vary by patient,
family, social, or other characteristics,
or by respondent type?

KQ 2: What are the comparative
effects and harms of treatment
interventions, used alone or in
combination, for OCD in children and
adolescents?

KQ 2a: How do the effectiveness and
harms vary with patient, family, social,
or other characteristics?

Study Eligibility Criteria

PICOTS (POPULATIONS, INTERVENTIONS, COMPARATORS, OUTCOMES, TIMING, AND SETTING)

Key Question 1
(diagnosis of OCD)

Key Question 2
(treatment of OCD)

Children and adolescents (<21 years):

e in whom there is clinical consideration of OCD.

o diagnosed with OCD and/or other conditions which may be ei-
ther be comorbid with OCD or may present with similar symp-

o Studies evaluating only children and adolescents with OCD
(to estimate test sensitivity alone).

o Studies that include both adults and children that do not ex-
plicitly report a pediatric or adolescent subgroup in the ab-

e Studies that perform population-based screening (among indi-
viduals without a clinical concern for OCD).

Population .........cccceeviiiieiniinnes
toms.
Include:
Exclude:
stract.
Interventions .........ccccooeveeniienns Index Test(s):

e Tools to diagnose OCD in symptomatic patients. For exam-
ple,
© Obsessive Compulsive Inventory-Child Version (OCI-
CV-R).
© Toronto Obsessive-Compulsive Scale (TOCS).
© Short Obsessive-Compulsive Screener (SOCS).

o Diagnostic prediction models.

e Must report use of specific cut-point(s) to classify an indi-
vidual as having OCD or a prediction algorithm or model to
predict the probability of OCD.

o Alternative administration (e.g., child versus parent versus
teacher report, in-person versus telehealth).

Exclude:

e Specific individual symptoms, behaviors, or characteristics.
e Genetic studies.

e Biomarker studies.

Children and adolescents (<21 years) with diagnosed OCD, in-
cluding those with:

e possible PANS/PANDAS (with OCD).

o other comorbid conditions (e.g., autism).

Exclude:

e Children and adolescents diagnosed with other OCD-spec-
trum conditions (e.g., body dysmorphic disorder, body focused
repetitive behaviors) without an OCD diagnosis.

e Subclinical OCD or obsessive or compulsive symptoms with-
out an OCD diagnosis.

e Studies that include both adults and children that do not ex-
plicitly report a subgroup by age in the abstract.

Psychological interventions for OCD, alone or in combination
with pharmacological and/or other interventions, including:

o Cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT).
O Exposure and response prevention (ERP).
O Psychoeducation.
O Coping skills.
© Cognitive therapy.
e Acceptance and commitment therapy (ACT).
o Targeted family interventions.
e Other psychological interventions.
e Delivery method.
O Therapist led, e.g., scheduled, in-person, or via tele-
phone, video conference.
O Self-guided, e.g., asynchronous, therapist serves as sup-
portive coach.

Pharmacological interventions, alone or in combination with psy-

chological interventions:
Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRiIs).
Tricyclic antidepressants (TCA), including clomipramine.
Serotonin and norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors (SNRIs).
Medication augmentation strategies:
© SSRI augmentation with clomipramine, and other medi-
cations, including neuroleptics, nonsteroidal anti-inflam-
matory drugs (NSAIDs).

O Glutamate modulating agents (e.g., D-cycloserine,
riluzole).

e Other pharmacologic interventions, alone or in combination
with psychological and/or other interventions, including dose
escalation, longer treatment duration.

Neuromodulation interventions:

e Transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS),

e Transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS),

e Transcranial alternating current stimulation (tACS),

e Deep brain stimulation (DBS).

Complementary/integrative therapies:

* Naturopathic interventions.

e Mind-body practices (e.g., mindfulness, meditation, yoga).

e Sensory integration (e.g., deep pressure).


https://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/email-updates
https://www.effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/email-updates
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PICOTS (POPULATIONS, INTERVENTIONS, COMPARATORS, OUTCOMES, TIMING, AND SETTING)—Continued

Key Question 1
(diagnosis of OCD)

Key Question 2
(treatment of OCD)

Comparators

Outcomes (prioritized outcomes
have an asterisk and are in
bold font).

Potential Effect Modifiers/Sub-
groups of interest.

Reference standard(s):

e Clinical interview.

» Validated diagnostic assessment instruments (others may be
included).

O Anxiety Disorders Interview Schedule for DSM-5 child
version.

© (ADIS-C).

O Kiddie Schedule for Affective Disorders and Schizo-
phrenia, Present and Lifetime version (K-SADS-PL) for
DSM-5.

© Mini-International Neuropsychiatric Interview for Children
and Adolescents (MINI-KID).

© Children’s Yale-Brown Obsessive-Compulsive Scale

(CY-BOCS).

> Children’s Yale-Brown Obsessive-Compulsive Scale Sec-
ond Edition (CY-BOCS-II).

Different index tests (if also compared with reference stand-

ard).

Different reference standards (i.e., comparison of reference

standards).

« Different respondents (e.g., clinician, self, parent, educator).

« Different methods to give test (e.g., in person vs. via tele-
health).

« Different populations (see effect modifiers below).

OCD diagnosis:

o Sensitivity/Specificity.*

* Positive and negative likelihood ratios.

e Accuracy.

e Area under the Receiver Operator Characteristic Curve (AUC
ROC).

¢ Predicted probability of OCD (model calibration/discrimina-
tion).

e Time to initiation of treatment (cohort studies).

Exclude:

e Studies not reporting predictive validity that report other psy-
chometric properties of scales: for example, reliability or valid-
ity (content, construct, convergent, discriminant, divergent,
face).

o

o Patient, family, social, and other characteristics, including:

© Race/Ethnicity (racial and ethnic discrimination is the ef-
fect modifier of interest but many/most studies will not
contain that so we will use race/ethnicity as a marker for
likelihood of experience with discrimination and would ex-
plicitly discuss this in the review).

O ldentity and Culture (e.g., spiritual and religious beliefs
and practices, native language, gender identity, sexual
orientation, physical/mental disability status)

O Age.

O Age at symptom onset.

O Social determinants of health, including education level,
socioeconomic status, immigration status, refugee status,
and geography (e.g., urban vs. rural).

Exclude:

» Specific treatments for PANS/PANDAS (e.g., antibiotics,
immunomodulation, intravenous immunoglobulin).

¢ No treatment (e.g., waitlist control).

o Pill placebo or sham control.

o Another active intervention or co-intervention (e.g., relaxation
therapy).

o Alternative delivery methods.

OCD symptom severity:

e Children’s Yale-Brown Obsessive Compulsive Scale Total
(CY-BOCS).*

e Clinical Global Impression—Severity (CGI-S).*

Treatment response and remission:

o Clinical remission (posttreatment CY—BOCS total score <12
as defined by Farhat et. al.23, or as reported).”

o Clinical Global Impression—-Improvement (CGI-I).*

Functional impairment in school, social, and home/family do-
mains:

e The Child Obsessive Compulsive Impact Scale—Revised
(COIS-R).*

© Raters: child (COIS-C), parent (COIS-P).

Family accommodation:

e Family Accommodation Scale (FAS).*

Family functioning:

e OCD Family Functioning Scale.

e Family Environment Scale (FES).

o Parental Attitudes and Behaviors Scale (PABS).

Patient/parent reported experience measures (PREMs).

Patient reported outcome measure (PROMs):

e Top Problems assessment (TPA).

Quality of Life (QoL) General and Health Related (HRQoL) (vali-
dated scales only): *

e Quality of Life Enjoyment and Satisfaction Questionnaire-
Short Form (QLESQ).

Acceptability of treatment: *

o Parental satisfaction with services.

o Withdrawals/discontinuation.

Sleep-related problems.

Suicidal thoughts and behavior:

e Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale Recent Self-Report
Screener (C-SSRS).

Anxiety and depression.

Adverse events related to treatment.”

Exclude:

o Neuroimaging (e.g., functional MRI).

o Patient, family, social, and other characteristics, including:

© Race/Ethnicity (racial and ethnic discrimination is the ef-

fect modifier of interest but many/most studies will not
contain that so we will use race/ethnicity as a marker for
likelihood of experience with discrimination and would ex-
plicitly discuss this in the review).

O ldentity and Culture (e.g., spiritual and religious beliefs
and practices, native language, gender identity, sexual
orientation, physical/mental disability status).

o Age.

> Age at symptom onset.

O Social determinants of health, including education level,
socioeconomic status, immigration status, refugee status,
and geography (e.g., urban vs. rural).

(
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PICOTS (POPULATIONS, INTERVENTIONS, COMPARATORS, OUTCOMES, TIMING, AND SETTING)—Continued

Key Question 1
(diagnosis of OCD)

Key Question 2
(treatment of OCD)

O Diagnosis of PANS/PANDAS.

© OCD in first degree relatives.

O Level of family accommodation.

© Co-occurring disorders (e.g., major depressive disorder,
anxiety disorders, attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder,
conduct disorders, autism spectrum disorder, and
Tourette syndrome, other tic disorders).

© Diagnosis during COVID-19 pandemic (as defined by
study authors).

O Primary versus specialist care.

e Respondent type.

Exclude:
* Neuroimaging, e.g., functional MRI.

o

> Diagnosis of PANS/PANDAS.
© OCD in first degree relatives.
> Level of family accommodation.
> Co-occurring disorders (e.g., major depressive disorder,
anxiety disorders, attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder,
conduct disorders, autism spectrum disorder, and
Tourette syndrome, other tic disorders).
© Diagnosis during COVID-19 pandemic (as defined by
study authors).
> Duration of symptoms prior to treatment.
O Symptom severity.
In-session exposure and response prevention.
> Medication dose.
> Care settings and care intensities.
= Traditional outpatient.
= Intensive outpatient.
o Day programs (e.g., partial hospitalization).
¢ Residential.
= [npatient.
= Other care settings, including school-based settings.
= Telehealth (vs. in-person).
= Primary versus specialist care.

A

o

oo

000

DesSign ..cocvveiiieiieeee s Cohort or cross-sectional studies: Comparative trials:

e comparing an index test(s) to a reference standard. e Randomized controlled trials.

e comparing an index test(s) in two or more subgroups of inter- | ¢« Nonrandomized comparative studies.
est. O prospective or retrospective with appropriate adjustment

e comparing two or more diagnostic strategies. for confounding.

Randomized controlled trials. Single arm studies, N > 50:

Nonrandomized comparative studies: « with multivariable analyses of potential effect modifiers/sub-

e prospective or retrospective with appropriate adjustment for groups of interest.
confounding.

Systematic reviews (for reference lists only). Systematic reviews (for reference lists only).

Exclude: Exclude:

e Prevalence studies. o Cross-sectional studies (no longitudinal follow-up).

e Qualitative studies. e Qualitative studies.

e Case reports and case series. e Case reports and case series.

o Unpublished studies, including conference abstracts (but in- o Unpublished studies, including conference abstracts (but in-
clude studies with reported results in the ClinicalTrials.gov clude studies with reported results in the ClinicalTrials.gov
database). database).

TiMING o Any. Any.
Setting .ooovveeee e Any, including administration of test(s) in-person or via tele- Any.

health.

* Prioritized outcome.

Dated: August 21, 2023.
Marquita Cullom,
Associate Director.
[FR Doc. 2023-18415 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160-90-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with regulatory
provisions, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
announces the following meeting of the
Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee (CLIAC). This is a
hybrid meeting, accessible both in

person and virtually. It is open to the
public, limited only by the in-person
space available. The public is also
welcome to view the meeting by joining
the audio conference (information
below). Time will be available for public
comment, and the public is also
welcome to submit written comments in
advance of the meeting (see the public
participation section below).

DATES: The meeting will be held on
November 8, 2023, from 8:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m., EST, and November 9, 2023,
from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., EST.

ADDRESSES: Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, 2400 Century Parkway
NE, Room 1020/1023, Atlanta, Georgia
30345. The conference room will have
seating for approximately 60 people.
Meeting Information: All people
attending the CLIAC meeting in person
are required to register online for the
meeting at least five business days in
advance for U.S. citizens and at least 20
business days in advance for
international registrants. Register at:
https://www.cdc.gov/cliac/upcoming-

meeting.html. Register by scrolling
down and clicking the “Register for this
Meeting” button and completing all
forms according to the instructions
given. Please complete all the required
fields before submitting your
registration and submit no later than
November 1, 2023, for U.S. registrants
and October 11, 2023, for international
registrants. The confirmed meeting
times, agenda items, and meeting
materials, including instructions for
accessing the live meeting broadcast,
will be available on the CLIAC website
at https://www.cdc.gov/cliac/upcoming-
meeting.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Heather Stang, MS, Senior Advisor for
Clinical Laboratories, Division of
Laboratory Systems, Office of
Laboratory Science and Safety, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
1600 Clifton Road NE, Mailstop V24-3,
Atlanta, Georgia 30329—4027.
Telephone: (404) 498—-2769; Email:
HStang@cdc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:


https://www.cdc.gov/cliac/upcoming-meeting.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cliac/upcoming-meeting.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cliac/upcoming-meeting.html
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Purpose: The Clinical Laboratory
Improvement Advisory Committee
(CLIAC) is charged with providing
scientific and technical advice and
guidance to the Secretary, Department
of Health and Human Services; the
Assistant Secretary for Health; the
Director, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC); the
Commissioner, Food and Drug
Administration (FDA); and the
Administrator, Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS). The advice
and guidance pertain to general issues
related to improvement in clinical
laboratory quality and laboratory
medicine and specific questions related
to possible revision of the Clinical
Laboratory Improvement Amendments
of 1988 (CLIA) standards. Examples
include providing guidance on studies
designed to improve quality, safety,
effectiveness, efficiency, timeliness,
equity, and patient-centeredness of
laboratory services; revisions to the
standards under which clinical
laboratories are regulated; the impact of
proposed revisions to the standards on
medical and laboratory practice; and the
modification of the standards and
provision of non-regulatory guidelines
to accommodate technological
advances, such as new test methods, the
electronic transmission of laboratory
information, and mechanisms to
improve the integration of public health
and clinical laboratory practices.

Matters To Be Considered: The agenda
will include agency updates from CDC,
CMS, and FDA. Presentations and
CLIAC discussions will focus on the
final report from the CLIA Regulations
Assessment Workgroup, efforts to
address the CLIA top 10 laboratory
deficiencies, standardization of test
result communication, and the role of
the laboratory in antibiotic stewardship.
Agenda items are subject to change as
priorities dictate.

Public Participation

It is the policy of CLIAC to accept
written public comments and provide a
brief period for oral public comments
pertinent to agenda items.

Oral Public Comment: Public
comment periods for each agenda item
are scheduled immediately prior to the
Committee discussion period for that
item. In general, each individual or
group requesting to present an oral
comment will be limited to a total time
of five minutes (unless otherwise
indicated). Speakers should email
CLIAC@cdc.gov or notify the contact
person above (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT) at least five
business days prior to the meeting date.

Written Public Comment: CLIAC
accepts written comments until the date
of the meeting (unless otherwise stated).
However, it is requested that comments
be submitted at least five business days
prior to the meeting date so that the
comments may be made available to the
Committee for their consideration and
public distribution. Written comments
should be submitted by email to
CLIAC@cdc.gov or to the contact person
above. All written comments will be
included in the meeting minutes posted
on the CLIAC website.

The Director, Office of Strategic
Business Initiatives, Office of the Chief
Operating Officer, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, has been
delegated the authority to sign Federal
Register notices pertaining to
announcements of meetings and other
committee management activities, for
both the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry.

Kalwant Smagh,

Director, Office of Strategic Business
Initiatives, Office of the Chief Operating
Officer, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18448 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Solicitation of Nominations for
Appointment to the Lead Exposure and
Prevention Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), within
the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), is soliciting
nominations for membership on the
Lead Exposure and Prevention Advisory
Committee (LEPAC). The LEPAC is
composed of 15 members that are
Federal and non-Federal experts in
fields associated with lead screening,
the prevention of lead exposure, and
services for individuals and
communities affected by lead exposure.

DATES: Nominations for membership on
the LEPAC must be received no later
than September 30, 2023. Packages
received after this time will not be
considered for the current membership
cycle.

ADDRESSES: All nominations should be
emailed to LEPAC@cdc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
Allwood, Ph.D., M.P.H., Designated
Federal Officer, National Center for
Environmental Health, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 4770
Buford Highway, Atlanta, Georgia
30341. Telephone: 770-488-6774;
Email: PAllwood@cdc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Nominations are being sought for
individuals with expertise in the fields
of epidemiology, toxicology, mental
health, pediatrics, early childhood
education, special education, diet and
nutrition, and environmental health.
Members may be invited to serve for
three-year terms. Selection of members
is based on candidates’ qualifications to
contribute to the accomplishment of
Lead Exposure and Prevention Advisory
Committee (LEPAC) objectives.

The members of this Committee are
selected by the Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS). The committee’s
objective is to advise the Secretary, HHS
and the Director, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)/
Administrator, Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry on a
range of activities to include: (1) review
of Federal programs and services
available to individuals and
communities exposed to lead; (2) review
of the current research on lead exposure
to identify additional research needs; (3)
review of and identification of best
practices, or the need for best practices
regarding lead screening and the
prevention of lead exposure; (4)
identification of effective services,
including services relating to healthcare,
education, and nutrition for individuals
and communities affected by lead
exposure and lead poisoning, including
in consultation with, as appropriate, the
lead exposure registry as established in
Public Law 114-322 section 2203(b) (42
U.S.C. 300j—27); and (5) undertaking of
any other review or activities that the
Secretary determines to be appropriate.

Annually as determined necessary by
the Secretary or as required by Congress,
the committee shall submit a report to
include: (1) an evaluation of the
effectiveness of the Federal programs
and services available to individuals
and communities exposed to lead; (2) an
evaluation of additional lead exposure
research needs; (3) an assessment of any
effective screening methods or best
practices used or developed to prevent
or screen for lead exposure; (4) input
and recommendations for improved
access to effective services relating to
health care, education, or nutrition for
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individuals and communities impacted
by lead exposure; and (5) any other
recommendations for communities
affected by lead exposure, as
appropriate.

At least half of the committee will
consist of Federal representatives from a
range of agencies that may include the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development; the Environmental
Protection Agency; the Consumer
Product Safety Commission; the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services; the
Health Resources and Services
Administration; the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA); the U.S.
Department of Agriculture; the
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration; the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences; the U.S.
Geological Survey; and such additional
Federal, state, tribal, and local public
and private officials as the Secretary
deems necessary for the committee to
carry out its function. The rest of the
committee will consist of non-Federal
members. Only non-Federal members
are being solicited with this
announcement.

HHS policy stipulates that committee
membership be balanced in terms of
points of view represented and the
committee’s function. Appointments
shall be made without discrimination
on the basis of age, race, ethnicity,
gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity, HIV status, disability, and
cultural, religious, or socioeconomic
status. Nominees must be U.S. citizens
and cannot be full-time employees of
the U.S. Government. Current
participation on Federal workgroups or
prior experience serving on a Federal
advisory committee does not disqualify
a candidate; however, HHS policy is to
avoid excessive individual service on
advisory committees and multiple
committee memberships. Committee
members are Special Government
Employees, requiring the filing of
financial disclosure reports at the
beginning and annually during their
terms. CDC reviews potential candidates
for LEPAC membership each year and
provides a slate of nominees for
consideration to the Secretary of HHS
for final selection. HHS notifies selected
candidates of their appointment as soon
as the HHS selection process is
completed. Note that the need for
different expertise varies from year to
year and a candidate who is not selected
in one year may be reconsidered in a
subsequent year.

Candidates should submit the
following items:

e Current curriculum vitae, including
complete contact information

(telephone numbers, mailing address,
email address).

o At least one letter of
recommendation from person(s) not
employed by HHS. Candidates may
submit letter(s) from current HHS
employees if they wish, but at least one
letter must be submitted by a person not
employed by an HHS agency (e.g., CDC,
National Institutes of Health, FDA).

Nominations may be submitted by the
candidate or by the person/organization
recommending the candidate.

The Director, Office of Strategic
Business Initiatives, Office of the Chief
Operating Officer, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, has been
delegated the authority to sign Federal
Register notices pertaining to
announcements of meetings and other
committee management activities, for
both the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry.

Kalwant Smagh,

Director, Office of Strategic Business
Initiatives, Office of the Chief Operating
Officer, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 202318449 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Solicitation of Nominations for
Appointment to the Board of Scientific
Counselors, Center for Preparedness
and Response

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), within
the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), is seeking nominations
for membership on the Board of
Scientific Counselors, Center for

Preparedness and Response, (BSC, CPR).

The BSC, CPR consists of 11 experts in
fields associated with business, crisis
leadership, emergency response and
management, informatics, laboratory
science, medicine, mental and
behavioral health, public health law,
public health practice, risk
communication, and social science.
DATES: Nominations for membership on
the BSC, CPR must be received no later
than October 31, 2023. Packages
received after this time will not be

considered for the current membership
cycle.

ADDRESSES: All nominations should be
emailed to BSC-ORR@cdc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dometa Ouisley, Public Health Analyst,
Office of Science and Public Health
Practice, Office of Readiness and
Response, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE,
Mailstop H21-6, Atlanta, Georgia
30329-4027. Telephone: (404) 639—
7450; Email: DOuisley@cdc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Nominations are sought for individuals
who have the expertise and
qualifications necessary to contribute to
the accomplishment of the objectives of
the Board of Scientific Counselors,
Center for Preparedness and Response
(BSC, CPR). Nominees will be selected
based on expertise in the fields of
business, crisis leadership, emergency
response and management, informatics,
laboratory science, medicine, mental
and behavioral health, public health
law, public health practice, risk
communication, and social science.
Selection of members is based on
candidates’ qualifications to contribute
to the accomplishment of the BSC, CPR
objectives (https://www.cdc.gov/orr/bsc/
index.htm). Members may be invited to
serve for up to four-year terms.

Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) policy stipulates that
committee membership be balanced in
terms of points of view represented and
the committee’s function. Appointments
shall be made without discrimination
on the basis of age, race, ethnicity,
gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity, HIV status, disability, and
cultural, religious, or socioeconomic
status. Nominees must be U.S. citizens
and cannot be full-time employees of
the U.S. Government. Current
participation on federal workgroups or
prior experience serving on a federal
advisory committee does not disqualify
a candidate; however, HHS policy is to
avoid excessive individual service on
advisory committees and multiple
committee memberships.

Board members are Special
Government Employees, requiring the
filing of financial disclosure reports at
the beginning of and annually during
their terms. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) reviews
potential candidates for BSC, CPR
membership each year and provides a
slate of nominees for consideration to
the Secretary of HHS for final selection.
HHS notifies selected candidates of
their appointment near the start of the
term in October 2024, or as soon as the
HHS selection process is completed.
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Note that the need for different expertise
varies from year to year and a candidate
who is not selected in one year may be
reconsidered in a subsequent year.
Candidates should submit the following
items:

= Cover letter stating area of expertise,
your background and experience, and
the skills/perspective you would bring
to the Board.

= Current curriculum vitae, including
complete contact information
(telephone numbers, mailing address,
email address).

= At least one letter of
recommendation from person(s) not
employed by HHS. Candidates may
submit letter(s) from current HHS
employees if they wish, but at least one
letter must be submitted by a person not
employed by an HHS agency (i.e., CDGC,
National Institutes of Health, Food and
Drug Administration, Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services
Administration, etc.).

Nominations may be submitted by the
candidate or by the person/organization
recommending the candidate.

The Director, Office of Strategic
Business Initiatives, Office of the Chief
Operating Officer, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, has been
delegated the authority to sign Federal
Register notices pertaining to
announcements of meetings and other
committee management activities, for
both the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry.

Kalwant Smagh,

Director, Office of Strategic Business
Initiatives, Office of the Chief Operating
Officer, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2023-18450 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Advisory Board on Radiation and
Worker Health, National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with regulatory
provisions, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
announces a meeting of the Advisory
Board on Radiation and Worker Health
(ABRWH or the Advisory Board). This

meeting is open to the public, but
without a public comment period. The
public is welcome to submit written
comments in advance of the meeting, to
the contact person below. Written
comments received in advance of the
meeting will be included in the official
record of the meeting. The public is also
welcomed to listen to the meeting by
joining the teleconference (information
below). The audio conference line has
150 ports for callers.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
October 12, 2023, from 11 am. to 1
p-m., EDT. Written comments must be
received on or before October 5, 2023.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by mail to: Rashaun Roberts, National
Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health, 1090 Tusculum Avenue, MS C—
24, Cincinnati, Ohio 45226. Meeting
Information: Audio Conference Call via
FTS Conferencing. The USA toll-free
dial-in number is 1-866—-659-0537; the
pass code is 9933701.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rashaun Roberts, Ph.D., Designated
Federal Officer, National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
1090 Tusculum Avenue, Mailstop C-24,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226. Telephone:
(513) 533-6800, Email: ocas@cdc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background: The Advisory Board was
established under the Energy Employees
Occupational Illness Compensation
Program Act of 2000 to advise the
President on a variety of policy and
technical functions required to
implement and effectively manage the
new compensation program. Key
functions of the Advisory Board include
providing advice on the development of
probability of causation guidelines
which have been promulgated by the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) as a final rule, advice on
methods of dose reconstruction which
have also been promulgated by HHS as
a final rule, advice on the scientific
validity and quality of dose estimation
and reconstruction efforts being
performed for purposes of the
compensation program, and advice on
petitions to add classes of workers to the
Special Exposure Cohort (SEC). In
December 2000, the President delegated
responsibility for funding, staffing, and
operating the Advisory Board to HHS,
which subsequently delegated this
authority to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). The
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health implements this
responsibility for CDC.

The charter was issued on August 3,
2001, renewed at appropriate intervals,

and rechartered under Executive Order
13889 on March 22, 2022, and will
terminate on March 22, 2024.

Purpose: This Advisory Board is
charged with (a) providing advice to the
Secretary, HHS, on the development of
guidelines under Executive Order
13179; (b) providing advice to the
Secretary, HHS, on the scientific
validity and quality of dose
reconstruction efforts performed for this
program; and (c) upon request by the
Secretary, HHS, advising the Secretary
on whether there is a class of employees
at any Department of Energy facility
who were exposed to radiation but for
whom it is not feasible to estimate their
radiation dose, and on whether there is
reasonable likelihood that such
radiation doses may have endangered
the health of members of this class.

Matters To Be Considered: The agenda
will include discussions on the
following: Update on Cybersecurity
Modernization Initiative; Work Group
and Subcommittee Reports; Update on
the Status of SEC Petitions; and plans
for the December 2023 Advisory Board
Meeting. Agenda items are subject to
change as priorities dictate. For
additional information, please contact
Toll Free 1(800) 232—4636.

The Director, Office of Strategic
Business Initiatives, Office of the Chief
Operating Officer, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, has been
delegated the authority to sign Federal
Register notices pertaining to
announcements of meetings and other
committee management activities, for
both the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry.

Kalwant Smagh,

Director, Office of Strategic Business
Initiatives, Office of the Chief Operating
Officer, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2023-18451 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Advisory Board on Radiation and
Worker Health, Subcommittee on
Procedures Reviews, National Institute
for Occupational Safety and Health

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice of meeting.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with regulatory
provisions, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
announces the following meeting for the
Subcommittee on Procedures Reviews
(SPR) of the Advisory Board on
Radiation and Worker Health (ABRWH
or the Advisory Board). This meeting is
open to the public, but without a public
comment period. The public is welcome
to submit written comments in advance
of the meeting, to the contact person
below. Written comments received in
advance of the meeting will be included
in the official record of the meeting. The
public is also welcomed to listen to the
meeting by joining the audio conference
(information below). The audio
conference line has 150 ports for callers.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
November 16, 2023, from 11 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., EST. Written comments must be
received on or before November 9, 2023.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by mail to: Rashaun Roberts, National
Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1090 Tusculum Avenue, MS
C—-24, Cincinnati, Ohio 45226.

Meeting Information: Audio
Conference Call via FTS Conferencing.
The USA toll-free dial-in number is 1—
866—659-0537; the pass code is
9933701.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rashaun Roberts, Ph.D., Designated
Federal Officer, National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
1090 Tusculum Avenue, MS C-24,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226. Telephone:
(513) 533-6800; Email: ocas@cdc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background: The Advisory Board on
Radiation and Worker Health (ABRWH
or the Advisory Board) was established
under the Energy Employees
Occupational Illness Compensation
Program Act of 2000 to advise the
President on a variety of policy and
technical functions required to
implement and effectively manage the
new compensation program. Key
functions of the Advisory Board include
providing advice on the development of
probability of causation guidelines that
have been promulgated by the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) as a final rule; advice on
methods of dose reconstruction, which
have also been promulgated by HHS as
a final rule; advice on the scientific
validity and quality of dose estimation
and reconstruction efforts being
performed for purposes of the
compensation program; and advice on
petitions to add classes of workers to the
Special Exposure Cohort. In December

2000, the President delegated
responsibility for funding, staffing, and
operating the Advisory Board to HHS,
which subsequently delegated this
authority to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). The
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH) implements
this responsibility for CDC.

The charter was issued on August 3,
2001, renewed at appropriate intervals,
and rechartered under Executive Order
13889 on March 22, 2022, and will
terminate on March 22, 2024.

Purpose: The Advisory Board is
charged with (a) providing advice to the
Secretary, HHS, on the development of
guidelines under Executive Order
13179; (b) providing advice to the
Secretary, HHS, on the scientific
validity and quality of dose
reconstruction efforts performed for this
program; and (c) upon request by the
Secretary, HHS, advising the Secretary
on whether there is a class of employees
at any Department of Energy facility
who were exposed to radiation but for
whom it is not feasible to estimate their
radiation dose, and on whether there is
reasonable likelihood that such
radiation doses may have endangered
the health of members of this class. The
ABRWH Subcommittee on Procedures
Reviews (SPR) is responsible for
overseeing, tracking, and participating
in the reviews of all procedures used in
the dose reconstruction process by the
NIOSH Division of Compensation
Analysis and Support (DCAS) and its
dose reconstruction contractor (Oak
Ridge Associated Universities—ORAU).

Matters to be Considered: The agenda
will include discussions on the
following: 1. Carry-over items from June
21, 2023, SPR Meeting including a.
Sandford Cohen & Associates (SC&A)
follow-up review of PER-049 (Paducah
Gaseous Diffusion Plant) internal dose
assessment using hypothetical intakes
versus bioassay data and b. SC&A’s Peek
Street memo on the review of two
additional cases provided by NIOSH; 2.
Newly issued SC&A reviews including
a. DCAS-PER-040 “Mallinckrodt TBD
Revisions,” b. DCAS-PER-051 “Weldon
Spring Plant,” c. DCAS-PER-083
“Weldon Spring Plant TBD Revision,”
d. DCAS-PER-067 “Allegheny Ludlum
Appendix Q Revisions,” and e.
ORAUT-RPRT-0097 “Breathing Zone to
General Area Air Concentration Ratios
in Small Workrooms”; 3. Preparation for
the December 2023 Full ABRWH
Meeting: Review of SPR
accomplishments and current activities;
4. Preparation for the April 2024 Full
ABRWH Meeting: Review of technical
guidance documents ready for full
Board approval; and 5. Newly Issued

Guidance and Supplemental Topics.
Agenda items are subject to change as
priorities dictate. For additional
information, please contact Toll Free
1(800) 232—-4636.

The Director, Office of Strategic
Business Initiatives, Office of the Chief
Operating Officer, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, has been
delegated the authority to sign Federal
Register notices pertaining to
announcements of meetings and other
committee management activities, for
both the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry.

Kalwant Smagh,

Director, Office of Strategic Business
Initiatives, Office of the Chief Operating
Officer, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 202318452 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[Document Identifiers: CMS-10553, CMS—
10554, CMS-10856 and CMS—-R-305]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, Health and Human
Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing
an opportunity for the public to
comment on CMS’ intention to collect
information from the public. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (the
PRA), federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information (including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information) and to allow
60 days for public comment on the
proposed action. Interested persons are
invited to send comments regarding our
burden estimates or any other aspect of
this collection of information, including
the necessity and utility of the proposed
information collection for the proper
performance of the agency’s functions,
the accuracy of the estimated burden,
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected, and the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology to minimize the
information collection burden.
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DATES: Comments must be received by
October 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: When commenting, please
reference the document identifier or
OMB control number. To be assured
consideration, comments and
recommendations must be submitted in
any one of the following ways:

1. Electronically. You may send your
comments electronically to http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for “Comment or
Submission” or “More Search Options”
to find the information collection
document(s) that are accepting
comments.

2. By regular mail. You may mail
written comments to the following
address: CMS, Office of Strategic
Operations and Regulatory Affairs,
Division of Regulations Development,
Attention: Document Identifier/OMB
Control Number:  , Room C4-26-05,
7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore,
Maryland 21244-1850.

To obtain copies of a supporting
statement and any related forms for the
proposed collection(s) summarized in
this notice, please access the CMS PRA
website by copying and pasting the
following web address into your web
browser: https://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/
PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-
Listing.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William N. Parham at (410) 786—4669.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Contents

This notice sets out a summary of the
use and burden associated with the
following information collections. More
detailed information can be found in
each collection’s supporting statement
and associated materials (see
ADDRESSES).

CMS-10553 Medicaid Managed Care
Quality including Supporting
Regulations.

CMS-10554 Children’s Health
Insurance Program Managed Care
and Supporting Regulations.

CMS-10856 Medicaid Managed Care
and Supporting Regulations.

CMS-R-305 External Quality Review
(EQR) of Medicaid and Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
Managed Care, EQR Protocols, and
Supporting Regulations.

Under the PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520), federal agencies must obtain
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for each collection of
information they conduct or sponsor.
The term “collection of information” is
defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR
1320.3(c) and includes agency requests

or requirements that members of the
public submit reports, keep records, or
provide information to a third party.
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA
requires federal agencies to publish a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, before
submitting the collection to OMB for
approval. To comply with this
requirement, CMS is publishing this
notice.

Information Collection

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Revision of a currently
approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Medicaid
Managed Care Quality including
Supporting Regulations; Use: States are
required to develop quality strategies
and quality strategy effectiveness
evaluations. States use the information
from these documents to help monitor
and assess the performance of their
Medicaid managed care programs.
When developing these documents,
States must engage stakeholders and
make the documents available for public
comment. Medicaid beneficiaries and
stakeholders use the reported
information to understand the state’s
quality improvement goals and
objectives, and to understand how the
state is measuring progress of its goals.
States must submit these documents to
CMS for review at least once every three
years, or when substantial changes are
made to their quality strategies, or State
Medicaid programs. CMS uses this
information as a part of its oversight
responsibilities. The Medicaid and CHIP
(MAC) QRS requirements currently
include public posting of quality ratings
on the State’s website, which is
intended to provide beneficiaries and
their caregivers with a web-based
interface to compare Medicaid and CHIP
managed care plans based on assigned
ratings. Form Number: CMS—10553
(OMB control number: 0938-1281);
Frequency: Annually, triennial, and
one-time.; Affected Public: Private
sector (business or other for-profits) and
State, local or Tribal governments;
Number of Respondents: 673; Number
of Responses: 6,087; Total Annual
Hours: 1,441,211. (For policy questions
regarding this collection contact Carlye
Burd at 720-853-2780.)

2. Type of Information Collection
Request: Revision of a currently
approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Children’s
Health Insurance Program Managed
Care and Supporting Regulations; Use:
States must provide information

obtained through methods consistent
with the Protocols specified by CMS to
External Quality Review Organization
(EQRO). States must post the EQR
technical reports on their websites to
help enrollees and potential enrollees
make informed choices when selecting
providers. It also gives advocacy
organizations, researchers, and other
interested parties access to information
pertaining to: the quality of care
provided to beneficiaries enrolled in
CHIP managed care organizations
(MCO), prepaid inpatient health plans
(PIHP), and prepaid ambulatory health
plans (PAHP). The quality ratings
system (QRS) provides beneficiaries
with information that allows them to
make an informed choice when
comparing and selecting managed care
plans. The information also provides a
better understanding of the state’s
quality improvement goals and
objectives, and how the state is
measuring the progress of its goals. The
information may assist states in
comparing the outcomes of different
delivery systems and can assist them in
identifying future performance
improvement subjects. Form Number:
CMS-10554 (OMB control number:
0938-1282); Frequency: Annually and
one-time; Affected Public: Private sector
(business or other for-profits and not-
for-profit institutions) and State, local,
and Tribal governments; Number of
Respondents: 62; Number of Responses:
2,735,906; Total Annual Hours: 365,310.
(For policy questions regarding this
collection contact Joshua Bougie at 410—
786-8117.)

3. Type of Information Collection
Request: New; Title of Information
Collection: Medicaid Managed Care and
Supporting Regulations; Use: Provides
reporting and third-party disclosure
requirements pertaining to State
program administration and CMS
compliance monitoring. Form Number:
CMS-10856 (OMB control number:
0938-TBD); Frequency: Annually and
one-time; Affected Public: Private sector
(business or other for-profits) and State,
local or Tribal governments; Number of
Respondents: 679; Number of
Responses: 14,313; Total Annual Hours:
255,384. (For policy questions regarding
this collection contact Amy Gentile at
410-786—-3499.)

4. Type of Information Collection
Request: Revision of a currently
approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: External Quality
Review (EQR) of Medicaid and
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP) Managed Care, EQR Protocols,
and Supporting Regulations; Use: Most
contracts between a state Medicaid
agency and their managed care plan


http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing
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must provide for an annual External
Quality Review (EQR). The annual EQR
is conducted by an independent
external quality review organization
(EQRO). States must provide the EQRO
with information obtained through
methods consistent with the protocols
specified by CMS. The information is
used by the EQRO to determine the
quality of care furnished by the
managed care plans in the state. The
publicly posted EQR results allows
Medicaid/CHIP enrollees and potential
enrollees to make informed choices
regarding the selection of their
providers. It also provides advocacy
organizations, researchers, and other
interested parties access to information
on the quality of care provided to
Medicaid beneficiaries enrolled in
Medicaid/CHIP managed care. States
use the information during their
oversight of these organizations. Form
Number: CMS-R-305 (OMB control
number: 0938-0786); Frequency:

Annually and one-time; Affected Public:

Private sector (business or other for-
profits) and State, local or Tribal
governments; Number of Respondents:
698; Number of Responses: 10,249;
Total Annual Hours: 483,784. (For
policy questions regarding this
collection contact Carlye Burd at 720-
853-2780.)

Dated: August 23, 2023.
William N. Parham, III,
Director, Paperwork Reduction Staff, Office
of Strategic Operations and Regulatory
Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2023-18520 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Center for Advancing
Translational Sciences; Notice of
Closed Meeting

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Center for
Advancing Translational Sciences Special
Emphasis Panel; NCATS SBIR Basket
Clinical Trials.

Date: September 21, 2023.

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health,
National Center for Advancing Translational
Sciences, 6701 Democracy Boulevard,
Bethesda, MD 20892 (Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Nakia C Brown, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Office of Grants
Management and Scientific Review, National
Center for Advancing Translational Sciences,
National Institutes of Health, 6701
Democracy Boulevard, Room 1037, Bethesda,
MD 20892, (301) 827—-3484, brownnac@
mail.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.859, Pharmacology,
Physiology, and Biological Chemistry
Research; 93.350, B—Cooperative
Agreements; 93.859, Biomedical Research
and Research Training, National Institutes of
Health, HHS)

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Melanie J. Pantoja,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2023-18490 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Government-Owned Inventions;
Availability for Licensing

AGENCY: National Institutes of Health,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The invention listed below is
owned by an agency of the U.S.
Government and is available for
licensing to achieve expeditious
commercialization of results of
federally-funded research and
development.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Licensing information may be obtained
by communicating with Vidita
Choudhry, Ph.D., Office of Technology
Transfer and Development, National
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, 31
Center Drive Room 4A29, MSC2479,
Bethesda, MD 20892-2479; telephone:
301-594—4095; email: vidita.choudhry@
nih.gov. A signed Confidential
Disclosure Agreement may be required
to receive any unpublished information.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Technology description follows.

Apparatus for Cryogenic-Electron
Microscopy Sample Preparation

Cryo-Electron Microscopy (cryo-EM)
is used to obtain high-resolution
structural images of macromolecular
structures. Samples must be purified
and loaded onto cryo-EM grids before
imaging. The ideal cryo-EM grid
consists of particles that are evenly and
richly distributed in a broad distribution
of orientations throughout the holes of
the support film. Current techniques to
prepare cryo-EM grids are performed
manually and require trial and error,
resulting in a bottleneck in cryo-EM
workflows.

Researchers have developed a device
and method for time-resolved
preparation of liquid samples for cryo-
EM experiments. In particular, the
mixing and dispensation of liquid
samples is achieved by electrical signals
that are transduced into specific
acoustic frequencies to mix the liquid
samples (low frequency) and then
dispense the mixture (high frequency)
in small, nanoliter volumes onto a cryo-
EM grid. This novel apparatus and
method provides more precise control
over liquid sample mixing and
dispensing, and improved dispensation
of the mixture onto the EM grid. Also,
the improved quality of captured images
of homogeneous macromolecular
structures is achieved due to a
uniformly mixed and dispensed sample
on the EM grid. This allows electrons to
be transmitted through the very thin
liquid film in the holes of the cryo-EM
grid to form an image.

Potential Commercial Applications

e Automation of cryo-EM
experiments aimed at Structure-based
Drug Design by examining
macromolecular structure and its
interactions with ligands.

¢ Kits with hardware and software
components to setup robotic automation
of cryo-EM sample preparation,
dispensation, plunging and storage.

Competitive Advantages

e Automated workflow eliminates the
guesswork out of cryo-EM sample
preparation.

e Increases sample prep success rate
and decreases the need to screen
repeated trials.

¢ Using acoustic-based, multiple-
sample mixing enables homogeneous
mixing and facilitates the observation of
transient molecular interactions with
high time resolution.

e Python code is available for
command and control of a robot that
manipulates the cryo-EM grid.


mailto:vidita.choudhry@nih.gov
mailto:vidita.choudhry@nih.gov
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Development Stage
¢ Prototype.

Inventors

Venkata M. Dandey (NIEHS), Mario J.
Borgnia (NIEHS), Wyatt Peele (NIEHS),
Tony J. Huang (Duke), and Kaichun
Yang (Duke).

Intellectual Property
HHS Reference No. E-184—2023—-0;

U.S Provisional Patent Application 63/
472,113 filed June 09, 2023.

Licensing Contact

Vidita Choudhry, Ph.D.; 301-594—
4095; vidita.choudhry@nih.gov. This
notice is made in accordance with 35
U.S.C. 209 and 37 CFR part 404.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Vidita Choudhry,
Senior Technology Transfer Manager,
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute,
Office of Technology Transfer and
Development.
[FR Doc. 2023-18438 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Center for Scientific Review; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; NIH
Research Enhancement Award (R15) in
Oncological Sciences.

Date: September 20, 2023.

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health,
Rockledge II, 6701 Rockledge Drive,
Bethesda, MD 20892 (Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Byung Min Chung, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD
20892, (301) 496—4056, justin.chung@
nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; PAR 22—
104: Fogarty NCD-LIFESPAN Panel.

Date: September 22, 2023.

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health,
Rockledge II, 6701 Rockledge Drive,
Bethesda, MD 20892 (Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Jeanne M McCaffery,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, 6701 Rockledge Drive,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-594—-3854,
jeanne.mccaffery@nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine;
93.333, Clinical Research, 93.306, 93.333,
93.337, 93.393-93.396, 93.837—-93.844,
93.846-93.878, 93.892, 93.893, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Victoria E. Townsend,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2023-18489 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National
Institute of Child Health and Human
Development; Notice of Closed
Meetings

Pursuant to section 1009 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Eunice Kennedy
Shriver National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development Special Emphasis
Panel; Population Dynamics Genters
Research Infrastructure Program FY 2024
(P2C).

Date: November 8-9, 2023.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, Eunice
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development, 6710B
Rockledge Drive, Room 2131D, Bethesda, MD
20892 (Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Anita Szajek, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Scientific Review

Branch, Eunice Kennedy Shriver National
Institute of Child Health and Human
Development, National Institutes of Health,
6710B Rockledge Drive, Room 2131D,
Bethesda, MD 20892, anita.szajek@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Eunice Kennedy
Shriver National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development Special Emphasis
Panel; Opportunities for Advancing Limb
Regeneration Research (R01).

Date: November 17, 2023.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, Eunice
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development, 6710B
Rockledge Drive, Room 2131B, Bethesda, MD
20892 (Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Jolanta Maria Topczewska,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Scientific
Review Branch, Eunice Kennedy Shriver
National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development, National Institutes of
Health, 6710B Rockledge Drive, Room 2131B,
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 451-0000,
jolanta.topczewska@nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.864, Population Research;
93.865, Research for Mothers and Children,
National Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Victoria E. Townsend,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2023-18488 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard
[Docket No. USCG-2011-0351]

Consolidated Port Approaches Port
Access Route Studies (CPAPARS)
Final Notice

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notification.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard published a
document on March 10, 2023, that
announced the availability of the final
Consolidated Port Approaches Port
Access Route Studies. In addition, the
Coast Guard requested comments
concerning the final report. After a
review of the comments received, the
Coast Guard has determined that it is
not necessary to revise the final report,
and therefore considers it to be
complete as published.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information about this document call or
email Maureen Kallgren, Coast Guard;
telephone 202-372-1561, email
maureen.r.kallgren2@uscg.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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Background and Purpose

On April 5, 2017, the Coast Guard
announced the completion of the
Atlantic Coast Port Access Route Study
in the Federal Register (82 FR 16510),
which is available for viewing and
download from the Coast Guard
Navigation Center’s website at https://
www.navcen.uscg.gov/port-access-route-
studies.

The ACPARS identified navigation
safety corridors along the Atlantic Coast
based on the predominant two-way
vessel traffic and customary routes
confirmed with AIS data for offshore
deep draft and coastal seagoing tug/tow
vessels. The study recommended using
these corridor locations to establish
shipping safety fairways or other
appropriate vessel routing measures.

Recognizing the ACPARS only
analyzed coastal, longshore, and
predominantly north/south vessel
transit routes along the Atlantic Coast,
the Coast Guard announced new studies
focused on port approaches and
international entry and departure areas
along the Atlantic Coast to supplement
the ACPARS on March 15, 2019 (84 FR
9541). On September 9, 2022, the Coast
Guard announced the availability of the
Consolidated Port Approaches and
International Entry and Departure
Transit Areas Port Access Route
Studies, (CPAPARS) (87 FR 55449). The
CPAPARS summarizes the findings of
four regional port access route studies:
the Northern New York Bight; Seacoast
of New Jersey Including Offshore
Approaches to the Delaware Bay,
Delaware; Approaches to the
Chesapeake Bay, Virginia; and the
Seacoast of North Carolina; as well as
ongoing dialogue with the maritime
industry.

To provide continued engagement
with stakeholders, the Coast Guard
announced the availability of an
updated CPAPARS report and provided
a ninety-day comment period (88 FR
15055).

Discussion of Comments

Comments were submitted by
representatives of the maritime
community, wind energy developers, a
state government agency, and private
citizens.

Most comments were concerned with
the recommended shipping safety
fairways’ proximity to and impact on
potential offshore wind energy areas. To
address these concerns, the Coast Guard
has been working extensively with the
Bureau of Ocean Energy management
(BOEM) throughout the development of
the incoming Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM) proposing fairways

along the Atlantic Coast.? The
forthcoming NPRM will outline the
adjustments that have been made to the
fairway dimensions and the work we
have done with BOEM to identify and
resolve any conflicts.

One commenter urged the Coast
Guard to consider underwater cables
when designing the fairways. We have
considered all known underwater cables
and their potential impacts on the
proposed fairways, TSS, and
precautionary areas. None were found to
restrict, endanger, or interfere with
navigation.

Another commenter asked us to
consider the impacts on the fairways on
the White House’s offshore wind
development goals. We do, and we
believe that these goals are best served
by the establishment of consistent and
well-defined fairways.

One commenter recommended that
the Coast Guard coordinate with the
Department of Defense to ensure that
the fairways would have no impact on
national security. We have and will
continue to do so throughout the
fairway establishment process.

One commenter requested that the
Coast Guard acknowledge that vessels in
the U.S. EEZ are permitted to navigate
through wind farms in contrast to
Europe, where vessels must avoid wind
energy areas wholesale. We
acknowledge this but believe that
protecting these wind energy areas from
the hazards associated with navigating
vessels is the best way to help The
White House achieve its renewable
energy goals.

One commenter believed that the
PARS methodology could be improved
using a more granular approach and
challenged the Coast Guard’s use of the
World Association for Waterborne
Transport Infrastructure (PIANGC)
methodology. The USCG uses the
PIANC as a starting place to determine
widths for historic shipping routes.
Marine planners review and adjust the
widths based on input from
stakeholders, AIS data sets broken down
by ship type, and through collaboration
with other ocean users (e.g., renewable
energy lessees). The final fairway
widths are finalized based on this
collaboration among all parties to
ensure safe and equitable design of
fairways on the OCS.

This commenter also requested an
explanation for the variability in fairway
width. The fairways vary in width
because they have been intentionally
designed to accommodate OCS

1 https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
eAgendaViewRule?publd=202204&RIN=1625-
AC57. Last visited July 20, 2023.

development. The fairways have been
designed in coordination with BOEM
and the relevant stakeholders and the
variability is a result of this
coordination.

This notice is being issued under
authority located in 5 U.S.C. 552(a) as
well as 46 U.S.C. 70003.

The Coast Guard.

Dated: August 21, 2023.

Michael D. Emerson,

Director, Marine Transportation Systems,
U.S. Coast Guard.

[FR Doc. 202318444 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-7070-N—49]

30-Day Notice of Proposed Information
Collection: Distressed Cities Technical
Assistance NOFO; OMB Control No.:
2528-0326

AGENCY: Office of Policy Development
and Research, Chief Data Officer, HUD.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: HUD is seeking approval from
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for the information collection
described below. In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act, HUD is
requesting comment from all interested
parties on the proposed collection of
information. The purpose of this notice
is to allow for an additional 30 days of
public comment.

DATES: Comments Due Date: September
27,2023.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function. Interested persons are
also invited to submit comments
regarding this proposal and comments
should refer to the proposal by name
and/or OMB Control Number and
should be sent to: Anna Guido,
Clearance Officer, REE, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, 451
7th Street SW, Room 8210, Washington,
DC 20410-5000; email
PaperworkReductionActOffice@
hud.gov.


https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202204&RIN=1625-AC57
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anna P. Guido, Reports Management
Officer, REE, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, 451 7th Street
SW, Room 8210, Washington, DC 20410;
phone number 202-402-5535 or email:
PaperworkReductionActOffice@
hud.gov. This is not a toll-free number,
HUD welcomes and is prepared to
receive calls from individuals who are
deaf or hard of hearing, as well as
individuals with speech or
communication disabilities. To learn
more about how to make an accessible
telephone call, please visit: https://
www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/
telecommunications-relay-service-trs.

Copies of available documents
submitted to OMB may be obtained
from Ms. Guido.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice informs the public that HUD is
seeking approval from OMB for the
information collection described in
Section A.

The Federal Register notice that
solicited public comment on the
information collection for a period of 60
days was published on May 4, 2023 at
88 FR 28598.

A. Overview of Information Collection

Title of Information Collection:
Distressed Cities Technical Assistance
NOFO.

OMB Approval Number: 2528—0326.

Type of Request: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Form Number: SF—424, SF-LLL,
HUD-2880. HUD—-424-B.

Description of the need for the
information and proposed use:
Application information is needed to
determine the competition winners, i.e.,
the technical assistance providers best
able to help distressed communities
adopt effective, efficient, and
sustainable financial management
practices, build capacity for financial
management, economic revitalization,
affordable housing, and disaster
recovery, and improve knowledge of
federal development programs.

Respondents: Organizations.

Burden hour Annual Hourly cost
Information collection Number of Frequency Responses per burden per Annual cost
respondents | of response | per annum response hours response
Pre-Award*

Narrative Response to Rating Factors ...........ccccooveeiiieccnnne 5 1 5 20.00 100.00 $28.53 $2,853.00
SF=424 ..o | s | s | crneneneennns | s | e | e | e
HUD-424-B 5 1 5 0.25 1.25 28.53 35.66
HUD-2880 Applicant/Recipient Disclosure/Update Report ...... 5 1 5 0.25 1.25 28.53 35.66
SF-LLL Disclosure of Lobbying ACHVItIES .........ccciviiiiiiiiiis | v | e | i | evveeiesiesieniens | evresesieessesenns | eeeesresesieenene | areeeenneneseenns
TOAD e | e | esreeeesenens | eeesree e 20.5 102.5 28.53 2,924.33

B. Solicitation of Public Comment

This notice is soliciting comments
from members of the public and affected
parties concerning the collection of
information described in Section A on
the following:

(1) Whether the proposed collection
of information is necessary for the
proper performance of the functions of
the agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) Ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond; including through
the use of appropriate automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

(5) ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond, including the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
HUD encourages interested parties to
submit comments in response to these
questions.

C. Authority
Section 3507 of the Paperwork

Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C.
chapter 35.

Anna P. Guido,

Department Reports Management Office,
Office of Policy Development and Research,
Chief Data Officer.

[FR Doc. 2023-18445 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-7077-N-15]

Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records

AGENCY: Office of Multifamily Housing,
HUD.

ACTION: Rescindment of a system of
records notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
is issuing a public notice of its intent to
rescind the Integrated Real Estate
Management System (iREMS). During a
routine review of Multifamily Housing
system of records notices, it was
determined that this system of records
is no longer necessary because
personally identifiable information is
not used in the retrieval process of the
iREMS system.

DATES: This proposed action will be
effective immediately upon publication.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by one of the following
methods:

Federal e-Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions provided on that site to
submit comments electronically.

Fax:202-619-8365.

Email: www.privacy@hud.gov.

Mail: Attention: Privacy Office;
LaDonne White, Chief Privacy Officer;
The Executive Secretariat; 451 Seventh
Street SW, Room 10139; Washington,
DC 20410-0001.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
docket number for this rulemaking. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov including any
personal information provided.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received go to http://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
LaDonne White; 451 Seventh Street SW,
Room 10139; Washington, DC 20410-
0001; telephone number 202—-708-3054
(this is not a toll-free number). HUD
welcomes and is prepared to receive
calls from individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing, as well as individuals
with speech or communication
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disabilities. To learn more about how to
make an accessible telephone call,
please visit https://www.fcc.gov/
consumers/guides/telecommunications-
relay-service-trs .

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Integrated Real Estate Management
System (iREMs) is being provided for
rescindment from the HUD Office of
Multifamily Housing (MFH) system of
records inventory. The SORN was
identified for rescindment for the
following reason: the records are not
Privacy Act records. This rescindment
will have no impact to the records as it
pertains only to the retrievability of the
records. Records in this system are
stored securely electronically or on
paper in secure facilities in a locked
drawer behind a locker door. A
description of each rescindment
justification, the applicable SORN, and
an account of what happened to the
records is as follows:

Integrated Real Estate Management
System (iREMS) is a system of systems
that aggregates data from multiple
sources. Personal Identifiers do not
originate in iREMS. The retrievability
section of the current iREMS SORN
states the system can use Property
Participant data such as their Taxpayer
Identification number (TIN) and the
participants name to retrieve a record.
iREMS users are unable to retrieve a
record using Property Participant
personally identifiable information (PII)
from the user interface. Records are
retrieved mainly based on the property
identification number, Federal Housing
Authority (FHA) Identification Number
or the contract identification number
associated with the record.

SYSTEM NAME AND NUMBER:

Integrated Real Estate Management
System (iREMS), HSNG.MF/HTS.01

HISTORY:

The previously published notice
published in the Federal Register
[Docket Number FR-5921-N-13] on
August 22, 2016, at 81 FR 56684.

LaDonne White,

Chief Privacy Officer, Office of
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18446 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR—6415—-D-01]

Order of Succession for the Office of
Public and Indian Housing

AGENCY: Office of Public and Indian
Housing, U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD).

ACTION: Notice of order of succession.

SUMMARY: In this notice, the Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary designates
the order of succession for the Office of
Public and Indian Housing (PIH). This
order of succession revokes and
supersedes all prior orders of succession
for the Office of Public and Indian
Housing, including the Order of
Succession published in the Federal
Register on April 7, 2015.

DATES: Applicable Date: TBD.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Stettes, Office of Policy,
Program and Legislative Initiatives,
Office of Public and Indian Housing,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th St. SW,
Washington, DC 20410, email address
Michael.C.Stettes@hud.gov, telephone
202—402-5983. HUD welcomes and is
prepared to receive calls from
individuals who are deaf or hard of
hearing, as well as individuals with
speech or communication disabilities.
To learn more about how to make an
accessible telephone call, please visit:
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/
telecommunications-relay-service-trs.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary is
issuing this order of succession of
officials authorized to perform the
duties and functions of the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Public and
Indian Housing when the Assistant
Secretary is not available to exercise the
powers or perform the duties of the
office. This Order of Succession is
subject to the provisions of the Federal
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 (5 U.S.C.
3345-3349d). This publication revokes
and supersedes all prior orders of
succession for the Office of Public and
Indian Housing, including the order of
succession published in the Federal
Register on April 7, 2015 (80 FR 18644).

Section A. Order of Succession

Subject to the provisions of the
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 (5
U.S.C. 3345 et seq.,) during any period
when, by reason of absence, disability,
or vacancy in office, the Assistant
Secretary for PIH is not available to
exercise the powers or perform the
duties of the Assistant Secretary for PIH,

the following officials within PIH are
hereby designated to exercise the
powers and perform the duties of the
Assistant Secretary for PIH. These
officials shall perform the functions and
duties of the office in the order specified
herein, and no official shall serve unless
all the other officials, whose position
precedes theirs in this order, are not
available to act by reason of absence,
disability or vacancy in office. No
individual who is serving in an office
listed below in an acting capacity may
act as the Assistant Secretary for Public
and Indian Housing pursuant to this
Order of Succession.

(1) Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Public and Indian Housing;

(2) General Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Public and Indian Housing;

(3) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public
Housing and Voucher Programs;

(4) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public
Housing Investments;

(5) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Field
Operations;

(6) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Real
Estate Assessment Center;

(7) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Office
of Native American Programs;

(8) Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Operations

(9) Chief for Office of Policy, Programs
and Legislative Initiatives

(10) Public Housing Director, Atlanta
Field Office

(11) Director of the Financial
Management Center, Kansas City

(12) Network Director for the Northeast
for Regions [, II, III

Section B. Authority Superseded

This order of succession supersedes
all prior orders of succession for the
Office of Public and Indian Housing,
including the order of succession
published in the Federal Register on
April 7, 2015, (80 FR 18644).

Authority: Section 7(d), Department of
Housing and Urban Development Act,
(42 U.S.C. 3535(d)).

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Public and Indian Housing, Richard
J. Monocchio, having reviewed and
approved this document, is delegating
the authority to electronically sign this
document to submitter, Aaron Santa
Anna, who is the Federal Register
Liaison for HUD, for purposes of
publication in the Federal Register.

Aaron Santa Anna,

Federal Register Liaison for the Department
of Housing and Urban Development.

[FR Doc. 2023-18461 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-7077-N-16]

Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records

AGENCY: Office of Single-Family
Program, HUD.

ACTION: Notice of a new system of
records.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the provisions of
the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended,
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) is issuing a public
notice of its intent to create the Office
of Single Family Program Development
Privacy Act system of records, “Credit
Alert Reporting Verification System
(CAIVRS)”, CAIVRS was developed by
the HUD in June 1987 as a shared
database of defaulted Federal debtors
and enables processors of applications
for Federal credit benefit to identify
individuals who are in default or have
had claims paid on direct or guaranteed
Federal loans or are delinquent on other
debts owed to Federal agencies. The
purpose of this system is to enable
program agencies to prescreen their
borrowers and to broaden the Federal
Government’s base in determining an
applicant’s creditworthiness. Some of
these factors include: verifying loan
applicants are not in default or
delinquent on direct or guaranteed loans
of participating Federal programs,
providing authorized users with a
means to prescreen applicants for
Federal credit benefit in order to avoid
extending benefits to individuals who
are considered credit risks, and
demonstrating to the public the
importance of meeting Federal
obligations and its commitment to
collecting delinquent debt. CAIVRS is
included in the HUD’s inventory of
record systems.

DATES: Comments will be accepted on or
before September 27, 2023. This
proposed action will be effective on the
date following the end of the comment
period unless comments are received
which result in a contrary
determination.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by docket number or by any
of the following methods:

Federal e-Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions provided on that site to
submit comments electronically.

Fax:202-619-8365.

Email: www.privacy@hud.gov.

Mail: Attention: Ladonne White;
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 Seventh Street SW,

Room 10139, Washington, DC 20410-
0001.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
docket number [Insert Docket Number]
for this rulemaking. All comments
received will be posted without change
to http://www.regulations.gov, including
any personal information provided.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to http://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ladonne White; 451 Seventh Street SW,
Room 10139, Washington, DC 20410-
0001; telephone number 202-708—-3054
(this is not a toll-free number). HUD
welcomes and is prepared to receive
calls from individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing, as well as individuals
with speech or communication
disabilities. To learn more about how to
make an accessible telephone call,
please visit https://www.fcc.gov/
consumers/guides/telecommunications-
relay-service-trs.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Single
Family Program Development maintains
the “CAIVRS (F57)” system of records.
The purpose of this system is to enable
program agencies to prescreen their
borrowers and to broaden the Federal
Government’s base in determining an
applicant’s creditworthiness. Some of
these factors include: verifying loan
applicants are not in default or
delinquent on direct or guaranteed loans
of participating Federal programs,
providing authorized users with a
means to prescreen applicants for
Federal credit benefit in order to avoid
extending benefits to individuals who
are considered credit risks, and
demonstrating to the public the
importance of meeting Federal
obligations and its commitment to
collecting delinquent debt. CAIVRS is
included in the HUD’s inventory of
record systems. The system contains
borrowers with delinquent Federal debt
and allows Federal agencies to reduce
the risk of future credit default to
Federal insured or guaranteed loan
programs.

SYSTEM NAME AND NUMBER:
Credit Alert Reporting Verification
System (CAIVRS)—HUD/HOU-04.

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION:
Unclassified.

SYSTEM LOCATION:

CAIVRS is located and operated at
NASA’s John C. Stennis Space Flight
Center, located at 1100 Balch Boulevard,
Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-0001.

SYSTEM MANAGER(S):

Elissa Saunders, Director, Office of
Single-Family Program Development,
United States Department of Housing
and Urban Development, 451 7th St.
SW, Washington, DC 20410-1000;
Phone (202) 402—2378; Email:
Elissa.O.Saunders@hud.gov.

AUTHORITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM:

Section 203, National Housing Act,
Public Law 73—479 (12 U.S.C. 1709);
section 255, National Housing Act,
Public Law 73-479 (12 U.S.C. 1701z—
20); section 165, Housing and
Community Development Act of 1987,
Public Law 100-242 (42 U.S.C. 3543);
section 31001, Debt Collection Act of
1996 as amended, Public Law 104-134
(31 U.S.C. 7701); and section 31001,
Debt Collection Act of 1996 as amended,
Public Law 104—134 (31 U.S.C. 3720B).
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Circulars A-129 (Policies for
Federal Credit Programs and Non-Tax
Receivables); the Budget and
Accounting Acts of 1921 and 1950, as
amended; the Debt Collection Act of
1982, as amended; the Deficit Reduction
Act of 1984, as amended, and the Debt
Collection Improvement Act of 1996, as
amended.

PURPOSE(S) OF THE SYSTEM:

The purpose of CAIVRS is to ensure
participating Federal agencies and their
authorized lenders will comply with the
legal requirement to verify individuals
applying for a federally backed loan, or
other aid, are not presently delinquent
on another Federal obligation. CAIVRS
is a shared, inter-agency database
managed by HUD where participating
agencies are required to report
delinquent federal debt.

CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS COVERED BY THE
SYSTEM:

Individual borrowers who have
applied for Federal housing loans and
have fallen delinquent.

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM:

Full Name, Social Security Number/
Taxpayer ID number (SSNs/TINs), Date
of Birth, Email Addresses, Work
address, Employee Identification
Number, Home Address, Mother’s
Maiden Name, and FHA Case Number.

RECORD SOURCE CATEGORIES:

F17C-FHA Connection (User ID and
Password management), F71-Debt
Collection and Asset Management
System—Title I, F71A-Debt Collection
and Asset Management System—
Generic Debt, P278-Lender Electronic
Assessment Portal, A75R—Financial
Data Mart, VA-Department of Veteran
Affairs Accounts Receivable Records
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88VA244, SBA-Small Business
Administration Disaster Loan Case File
and Loan System, ED-Department of
Education Common Services for
Borrowers, USDA-United States
Department of Agriculture Applicant,
Borrower, Grantee, or Tenant File (Rural
Development), DOJ-Department of
Justice Debt Collection Enforcement
System.

ROUTINE USES OF RECORDS MAINTAINED IN THE
SYSTEM, INCLUDING CATEGORIES OF USERS AND
PURPOSES OF SUCH USES:

(A) To a congressional office from the
record of an individual, in response to
an inquiry from the congressional office
made at the request of that individual.

(B) To Federal, State, and local
agencies, their employees, and agents to
conduct computer matching programs
as regulated by the Privacy Act of 1974,
as amended (5 U.S.C. 552a).

(C) To Federal agencies, non-Federal
entities, their employees, and agents
(including contractors, their agents or
employees; employees or contractors of
the agents or designated agents); or
contractors, their employees or agents
with whom HUD has a contract, service
agreement, grant, cooperative
agreement, or computer matching
agreement for: (1) detection, prevention,
and recovery of improper payments; (2)
detection and prevention of fraud,
waste, and abuse in major Federal
programs administered by a Federal
agency or non-Federal entity; (3)
detection of fraud, waste, and abuse by
individuals in their operations and
programs, but only if the information
shared is necessary and relevant to
verify pre-award and prepayment
requirements before the release of
Federal funds, prevent and recover
improper payments for services
rendered under programs of HUD or of
those Federal agencies and non-Federal
entities to which HUD provides
information under this routine use.

(D) To contractors, grantees, experts,
consultants, Federal agencies, and non-
Federal entities, including, but not
limited to, State and local governments
and other research institutions or their
parties, and entities and their agents
with whom HUD has a contract, service
agreement, grant, or cooperative
agreement, when necessary to
accomplish an agency function, related
to a system of records, for the purposes
of statistical analysis and research in
support of program operations,
management, performance monitoring,
evaluation, risk management, and policy
development, or to otherwise support
the Department’s mission. Records
under this routine use may not be used
in whole or in part to make decisions

that affect the rights, benefits, or
privileges of specific individuals. The
results of the matched information may
not be disclosed in identifiable form.

(b) To a recipient who has provided
the agency with advance, adequate
written assurance that the record
provided from the system of records
will be used solely for statistical
research or reporting purposes. Records
under this condition will be disclosed
or transferred in a form that does not
identify an individual.

(E) To contractors, grantees, experts,
consultants and their agents, or others
performing or working under a contract,
service, grant, or cooperative agreement
with HUD, when necessary to
accomplish an agency function related
to a system of records. Disclosure
requirements are limited to only those
data elements considered relevant to
accomplishing an agency function.
Individuals provided information under
these routine use conditions are subject
to Privacy Act requirements and
disclosure limitations imposed on the
Department.

(F) To contractors, experts, and
consultants with whom HUD has a
contract, service agreement, or other
assignment of the Department, when
necessary to utilize data to test new
technology and systems designed to
enhance program operations and
performance.

(G) To appropriate agencies, entities,
and persons when (1) HUD suspects or
has confirmed there has breached the
system of records; (2) HUD has
determined that because of the
suspected or confirmed breach there is
a risk of harm to individuals, HUD
(including its information systems,
programs, and operations), the Federal
Government, or national security; and
(3) the disclosure made to such
agencies, entities, and persons is
reasonably necessary to assist in
connection with HUD’s efforts to
respond to the suspected or confirmed
breach or to prevent, minimize, or
remedy such harm.

(H) To another Federal agency or
Federal entity, when HUD determines
that information from this system of
record is reasonably necessary to assist
the recipient agency or entity in (1)
responding to a suspected or confirmed
breach or (2) preventing, minimizing, or
remedying the risk of harm to
individuals, the recipient agency or
entity (including its information
systems, programs, and operations), the
Federal government, or national security
resulting from a suspected or confirmed
breach.

(I) (a) To appropriate Federal, State,
local, tribal, or governmental agencies or

multilateral governmental organizations
responsible for investigating or
prosecuting the violations of, or for
enforcing or implementing, a statute,
rule, regulation, order, or license, where
HUD determines that the information
would help to enforce civil or criminal
laws.

(b) To third parties during a law
enforcement investigation, to the extent
to obtain information pertinent to the
investigation, disclosed such
information is appropriate to the proper
performance of the official duties of the
officer making the disclosure.

(J) (a) To a court, magistrate,
administrative tribunal, or arbitrator
while presenting evidence, including
disclosures to opposing counsel or
witnesses in civil discovery, litigation,
mediation, or settlement negotiations; or
in connection with criminal law
proceedings; or in response to a
subpoena or to a prosecution request
when such records to be released are
specifically approved by a court
provided order.

(b) To appropriate Federal, State,
local, Tribal, or governmental agencies
or multilateral governmental
organizations responsible for
investigating or prosecuting the
violations of, or for enforcing or
implementing, a statute, rule,
regulation, order, or license, where HUD
determines that the information would
help to enforce civil or criminal laws.

(c) To third parties during a law
enforcement investigation to the extent
to obtain information pertinent to the
investigation, provided disclosure is
appropriate to the proper performance
of the official duties of the officer
making the disclosure.

(d) To another agency or to an
instrumentality of any governmental
jurisdiction within or under the control
of the United States for a civil or
criminal law enforcement activity if the
activity is authorized by law, and if the
head of the agency or instrumentality
has made a written request to the agency
that maintains the record, specifying the
particular portion desired and the law
enforcement activity for which the
record is sought.

(K) To any component of the
Department of Justice or other Federal
agency conducting litigation or in
proceedings before any court,
adjudicative, or administrative body,
when HUD determines that the use of
such records is relevant and necessary
to the litigation and when any of the
following is a party to the litigation or
have an interest in such litigation: (1)
HUD, or any component thereof; or (2)
any HUD employee in his or her official
capacity; or (3) any HUD employee in
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his or her individual capacity where the
Department of Justice or agency
conducting the litigation has agreed to
represent the employee; or (4) the
United States, or any agency thereof,
where HUD determines that litigation is
likely to affect HUD or any of its
components.

(L) To match system users for security
purposes. User-provided PII may be
shared with HUD departmental
enforcement offices and other Federal,
State, local or Tribal law enforcement
agencies if there is reason to believe that
a user provided false information to
obtain access to the system, and that
providing such information would help
enforce civil or criminal laws.

(M) With the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), to
pre-screen applicants to determine if
they are presently delinquent on any
Federal debt reported by a participating
agency, and to determine if they are
eligible for a new federally backed loan
or grant.

With the United States Small
Business Administration (SBA) to pre-
screen applicants to determine if they
are presently delinquent on any Federal
debt reported by a participating agency,
and to determine if they are eligible for
a new federally backed loan or grant.

With the United States Department of
Education to pre-screen applicants to
determine if they are presently
delinquent on any Federal debt reported
by a participating agency, and to
determine if they are eligible for a new
federally backed loan or grant.

With the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to pre-screen
applicants to determine if they are
presently delinquent on any Federal
debt reported by a participating agency,
and to determine if they are eligible for
a new federally backed loan or grant.

With the United States DOJ to pre-
screen applicants to determine if they
are presently delinquent on any Federal
debt reported by a participating agency,
and to determine if they are eligible for
a new federally backed loan or grant.

POLICIES AND PRACTICES FOR STORAGE OF
RECORDS:

Electronic only.
POLICIES AND PRACTICES FOR RETRIEVAL OF
RECORDS:

Name and Social Security Number/
Taxpayer ID Number (SSNS and TINS).

POLICIES AND PRACTICIES FOR RENTENTION AND
DISPOSAL OF RECORDS:

All records related to Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) Mortgage Credit
Alert report will be destroyed according
to HUD Schedule Appendix 20 Single
Family Home Mortgage Insurance

Program Records, item 13B6 which
states the following, destroy when
superseded or obsolete. All records
related to FHA Mortgage Credit
Verification will be destroyed according
to HUD Schedule Appendix 5 Technical
Support Records, item 7 which states
the following, destroy when superseded
or obsolete.

ADMINISTRATIVE, TECHNICAL, AND PHYSICAL
SAFEGUARDS:

CAIVRS and its data are located on
centralized servers within Federal
facilities with access control in place.
Physical controls include cypher and
combination locks, key card-controlled
access, security guards, closed circuit
TV, identification badges, and safes.
Administrative controls include
encryption of back-up data, back-ups
secured off-site, methods to ensure only
authorized users have access to PII,
periodic security audits, regular
monitoring of system users’ behavior.
Technical controls include encryption
of Data at Rest and in Transit, firewalls
at HUD and each reporting agency, role-
based access controls, user IDs and
passwords, Least Privileged access,
elevated and/or administrative
privileged access, PIV cards, intrusion
detection systems. Additional measures
to safeguard the system include role-
based Privacy Act training required for
HUD personnel responsible for CAIVRS
system program management, IT
security monitoring by the Department
of Housing and Urban Development and
the Department of Homeland Security.

RECORD ACCESS PROCEDURES:

Individuals requesting records of
themselves should address written
inquiries to the Department of Housing
Urban and Development 451 7th Street
SW, Washington, DC 20410-0001. For
verification, individuals should provide
their full name, current address, and
telephone number. In addition, the
requester must provide either a
notarized statement or an unsworn
declaration made under 24 CFR 16.4

CONTESTING RECORD PROCEDURES:

The HUD rule for contesting the
content of any record pertaining to the
individual by the individual concerned
is published in 24 CFR 16.8 or may be
obtained from the system manager.

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES:

Individuals requesting notification of
records of themselves should address
written inquiries to the Department of
Housing Urban Development, 451 7th
Street SW, Washington, DC 20410-0001.
For verification purposes, individuals
should provide their full name, office or
organization where assigned, if

applicable, and current address and
telephone number. In addition, the
requester must provide either a
notarized statement or an unsworn
declaration made under 24 CFR 16.4.

EXEMPTIONS PROMULGATED FOR THE SYSTEM:
N/A.

HISTORY:
N/A.

LaDonne White,

Chief Privacy Officer, Office of
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2023-18447 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[FWS-R3-ES-2023-N069;
FXES11130300000—-234-FF03E00000]

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Receipt of Recovery Permit
Applications

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of permit
applications; request for comments.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, have received
applications for permits to conduct
activities intended to enhance the
propagation or survival of endangered
or threatened species under the ESA.
We invite the public and local, State,
Tribal, and Federal agencies to comment
on these applications. Before issuing
any of the requested permits, we will
take into consideration any information
that we receive during the public
comment period.

DATES: We must receive your written
comments on or before September 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Document availability and
comment submission: Submit requests
for copies of the applications and
related documents, as well as any
comments, by one of the following
methods. All requests and comments
should specify the applicant name(s)
and application number(s) (e.g.,
ESXXXXXX; see table in
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION):

e Email (preferred method):
permitsR3ES@fws.gov. Please refer to
the respective application number (e.g.,
Application No. ESXXXXXX) in the
subject line of your email message.

e U.S. Mail: Regional Director, Attn:
Nathan Rathbun, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Ecological Services, 5600
American Blvd. West, Suite 990,
Bloomington, MN 55437-1458.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nathan Rathbun, 612-713-5343
(phone); permitsR3ES@fws.gov (email).
Individuals in the United States who are
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY,
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: We, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, invite
review and comment from the public
and local, State, Tribal, and Federal
agencies on applications we have
received for permits to conduct certain
activities with endangered and
threatened species under section
10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and our regulations
in the Code of Federal Regulations

(CFR) at 50 CFR part 17. Documents and
other information submitted with the
applications are available for review,
subject to the requirements of the
Privacy Act and the Freedom of
Information Act.

Background

The ESA prohibits certain activities
with endangered and threatened species
unless authorized by a Federal permit.
The ESA and our implementing
regulations in part 17 of title 50 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
provide for the issuance of such permits
and require that we invite public
comment before issuing permits for
activities involving endangered species.

A recovery permit issued by us under
section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA
authorizes the permittee to conduct
activities with endangered species for
scientific purposes that promote
recovery or for enhancement of
propagation or survival of the species.

Our regulations implementing section
10(a)(1)(A) for these permits are found
at 50 CFR 17.22 for endangered wildlife
species, 50 CFR 17.32 for threatened
wildlife species, 50 CFR 17.62 for
endangered plant species, and 50 CFR
17.72 for threatened plant species.

Permit Applications Available for
Review and Comment

The ESA requires that we invite
public comment before issuing these
permits. Accordingly, we invite local,
State, Tribal, and Federal agencies and
the public to submit written data, views,
or arguments with respect to these
applications. The comments and
recommendations that will be most
useful and likely to influence agency
decisions are those supported by
quantitative information or studies.
Proposed activities in the following
permit requests are for the recovery and
enhancement of propagation or survival
of the species in the wild.

Application No. Applicant Species Location Activity Type of take zg{im
ES98298A ............... Ohio Environmental | Add new species—round OH i, Conduct presence/ | Capture, handle, re- | Amend.
Protection Agen- hickorynut (Obovaria sub- absence surveys, lease.
cy, Columbus, rotunda), pink mucket document habitat
OH. (Lampsilis abrupta), and use, conduct pop-
longsolid (Fusconaia sub- ulation moni-
rotunda)—to existing au- toring, and evalu-
thorized 10 freshwater mus- ate impacts.
sel species.
ES206781 ............... EcoAnalysts, Inc., Add new species—round AR, CO, CT, DE, Conduct presence/ | Capture, handle, re- | Amend.
O’Fallon, MO. hickorynut (Obovaria sub- IA, IN, IL, KS, absence surveys, lease, and relo-
rotunda) and longsolid KY, MA, MD, ME, document habitat cate under spe-
(Fusconaia subrotunda)—to MI, MN, MO, NE, use, conduct pop- cial cir-
existing authorized 60 NH, NJ, NY, OH, ulation moni- cumstances.
freshwater mussel species. OK, PA, RI, SD, toring, and evalu-
TN, TX, VA, VT, ate impacts.
WI, WV.
ES48835A .......cc.c... Applied Science & | Add new species—round MI, OH e Conduct presence/ | Capture, handle, re- | Amend.
Technology, Inc., hickorynut (Obovaria sub- absence surveys, lease, and relo-
Brighton, MI. rotunda) and longsolid document habitat cate under spe-
(Fusconaia subrotunda)—to use, conduct pop- cial cir-
existing authorized eight ulation moni- cumstances.
freshwater mussel species. toring, and evalu-
ate impacts.
ES53616C lllinois Natural His- | Rusty patched bumble bee IL e Conduct presence/ | Capture, handle, Renew and amend.
tory Survey, (Bombus affinis). absence surveys, sample, salvage,
Champaign, IL. document habitat and release.
use, conduct pop-
ulation moni-
toring, and evalu-
ate impacts.
PER3213383 ........... Heidi McMullin, Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), AL, AR, CT, DE, Conduct presence/ | Capture with mist New.
Poplar Bluff, MO. northern long-eared bat FL, GA, IA, IL, absence surveys, nets or harp
(Myotis septentrionalis), IN, KS, KY, LA, document habitat traps, identify,
gray bat (Myotis MA, MD, ME, MI, use, conduct pop- handle, collect
grisescens), Virginia big- MN, MS, MO, ulation moni- non-intrusive
eared bat (Corynorhinus NC, NE, NH, NJ, toring, and evalu- measurements,
townsendii virginianus), and NY, OH, OK, PA, ate impacts. band, radio-tag,
Ozark big-eared bat Rl, SC, TN, TX, and release.
(Corynorhinus townsendii VA, VT, WI, WV.
ingens).
ESPER0011986 ...... Lindsey Jakovljavic, | Add new species—round OK, IL, IN, IA, MI, Conduct presence/ | Capture, handle, re- | Amend.
Kirtland, OH. hickorynut (Obovaria sub- MN, MO, OH, WI, absence surveys, lease, and relo-
rotunda) and longsolid AL, AR, KY, MS, document habitat cate under spe-
(Fusconaia subrotunda)—to TN, NJ, NY, PA, use, conduct pop- cial cir-
existing authorized 20 WV, KS. ulation moni- cumstances.
freshwater mussel species. toring, and evalu-
ate impacts.
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Aoplicati . . . L Permit
pplication No. Applicant Species Location Activity Type of take action
PER3542792 ........... Burke Engineering, | Sheepnose mussel IL e Conduct presence/ | Capture, handle, re- | New.
Rosemont, IL. (Plethobasus cyphyus). absence surveys, lease, and relo-
document habitat cate under spe-
use, conduct pop- cial cir-
ulation moni- cumstances.
toring, and evalu-
ate impacts.
ESPER1224186 ...... Greg Gaulke, Madi- | Add new species—sheepnose | IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, Conduct presence/ | Capture, handle, re- | Amend.
son, WI. (Plethobasus cyphyus), MO, OH, WI. absence surveys, lease, and relo-
clubshell, (Pleurobema document habitat cate under spe-
clava), fanshell (Cyprogenia use, conduct pop- cial cir-
stegaria), northern riffleshell ulation moni- cumstances.
(Epioblasma rangiana), pur- toring, and evalu-
ple cat’'s paw pearlymussel ate impacts.
(Epioblasma obliquata),
rayed bean (Villosa fabalis),
white cat’s paw
(Epioblasma perobliqua),
round hickorynut (Obovaria
subrotunda), pyramid pigtoe
(Pleurobema rubrum),
longsolid (Fusconaia sub-
rotunda)—to six existing
authorized freshwater mus-
sel species.
ES81968B ............... Curtis Hart, Hud- Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), OK, IL, IN, IA, MI, Conduct presence/ | Add New Activi- Amend.
son, Ml northern long-eared bat (M. MN, MO, OH, WI, absence surveys, ties—Collect wing
septentrionalis), gray bat AL, AR, FL, GA, document habitat punches and tis-
(M. grisescens), Virginia KY, LA, MS, NC, use, conduct pop- sue samples—to
big-eared bat (Corynorhinus SC, TN, CT, DE, ulation moni- existing author-
townsendii virginianus), and DC, MD, MA, NH, toring, and evalu- ized activities:
Ozark big-eared bat (C. NJ, NY, PA, RI, ate impacts. Capture with mist
townsendii ingens). VT, VA, WV, KS, nets, identify,
MT, NE, ND, SD, handle, collect
WY. non-intrusive
measurements,
band, radio-tag,
and release.
ES70488C ............... Scott Bergeson, Add new species—tri-colored | AL, AR, CT, FL, Conduct presence/ | Capture with mist- Amend.
Fort Wayne, IN. bat (Perimyotis GA, IA, IL, IN, absence surveys, nets and harp
subflavus)—to existing au- KS, KY, LA, MA, document habitat traps, handle,
thorized species: Indiana MD, MI, ME, MN, use, conduct pop- identify, radio-tag,
bat (Myotis sodalis), north- MO, MS, MT, ulation moni- band, enter
ern long-eared bat (Myotis NC, ND, NE, NH, toring, and evalu- hibernacula, col-
septentrionalis), and gray NJ, NY, OH, OK, ate impacts. lect nonintrusive
bat (Myotis grisescens). PA, RI, SC, SD, measurements,
TN, VT, VA, WI, and release.
WV.
ES62048D Carly Kalina, Des Indiana bat (Myotissodalis), AL, AR, CT, DC, Conduct presence/ | Capture with mist- Amend.
Moines, IA. northern long-eared bat DE, GA, IA, IL, absence surveys, nets, handle,
(Myotis septentrionalis), IN, KS, KY, LA, document habitat identify, radio-tag,
and gray bat (Myotis MA, MD, MI, ME, use, conduct pop- band, enter
grisescens). MN, MO, MS, ulation moni- hibernacula, col-
MT, NC, ND, NE, toring, and evalu- lect nonintrusive
NH, NJ, NY, OH, ate impacts. measurements,
OK, PA, RI, SC, collect tissue/
SD, TN, VT, VA, fecal samples,
WI, WV, WY. and release.

Public Availability of Comments

Written comments we receive become

part of the administrative record

associated with this action. Before
including your address, phone number,

email address, or other personal
identifying information in your

comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can request in your comment

that we withhold your personal

identifying information from public
review, we cannot guarantee that we
will be able to do so. Moreover, all

submissions from organizations or
businesses, and from individuals
identifying themselves as

representatives or officials of

organizations or businesses, will be
made available for public disclosure in

their entirety.
Next Steps

Register.
Authority

seq.).

Lori Nordstrom,

1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et

Assistant Regional Director, Ecological
Services, Midwest Region.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18481 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4333-15-P

If we decide to issue permits to any
of the applicants listed in this notice,
we will publish a notice in the Federal

We publish this notice under section

10(c) of the Endangered Species Act of
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[FWS-R8-ES-2023-N072;
FXES11130800000—-234-FF08E00000]

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Initiation of 5-Year Status
Reviews of 47 Species in California,
Nevada, and Oregon; Correction

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of initiation of reviews;
correction.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of permit
applications; request for comments.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, published a notice in
the Federal Register of August 17, 2023,
initiating 5-year status reviews of 47
species in California, Nevada, and
Oregon under the Endangered Species
Act. We inadvertently included one
species in error. We are correcting the
notice to remove that species.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before October
16, 2023.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On August
17, 2023, we, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, published a notice initiating 5-
year status reviews of 47 species in
California, Nevada, and Oregon under
the Endangered Species Act. We
inadvertently included one species, the
southern sea otter (Enhydra lutris
nereis), in error. We are correcting the
notice to remove that species. For how
to comment, see our August 17, 2023,
notice (88 FR 56042).

Correction

In the Federal Register of August 17,
2023, in FR Doc. 2023-17728, please
make the following correction:

On page 56043, remove the “Otter,
southern sea” entry from the table.

Jill Russi,

Acting Regional Director, California Great
Basin Region, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18479 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4333-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[FWS-R4-ES-2023-N070;
FXES11140400000—-234-FF04E00000]

Endangered Species; Recovery Permit
Applications

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, have received
applications for permits to conduct
activities intended to enhance the
propagation or survival of endangered
species under the Endangered Species
Act. We invite the public and local,
State, Tribal, and Federal agencies to
comment on these applications. Before
issuing any of the requested permits, we
will take into consideration any
information that we receive during the
public comment period.

DATES: We must receive written data or
comments on the applications by
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Reviewing Documents:
Submit requests for copies of
applications and other information
submitted with the applications to
Karen Marlowe (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT). All requests and
comments should specify the applicant
name and application number (e.g.,
Mary Smith, ESPER0001234).

Submitting Comments: If you wish to
comment, you may submit comments by
one of the following methods:

e Email (preferred method):
permitsR4ES@fws.gov. Please include
your name and return address in your
email message. If you do not receive a
confirmation from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service that we have received
your email message, contact us directly
at the telephone number listed in FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

e U.S. mail: U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Regional Office, Ecological
Services, 1875 Century Boulevard,
Atlanta, GA 30345 (Attn: Karen
Marlowe, Permit Coordinator).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Marlowe, Permit Coordinator,
404-679-7097 (telephone) or karen_
marlowe@fws.gov (email). Individuals in
the United States who are deaf,
deafblind, hard of hearing, or have a
speech disability may dial 711 (TTY,
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: We, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, invite
review and comment from the public
and local, State, Tribal, and Federal
agencies on applications we have

received for permits to conduct certain
activities with endangered and
threatened species under section
10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and our regulations
in the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) at 50 CFR part 17. Documents and
other information submitted with the
applications are available for review,
subject to the requirements of the
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended (5
U.S.C. 552a), and the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).

Background

With some exceptions, the ESA
prohibits take of listed species unless a
Federal permit is issued that authorizes
such take. The ESA’s definition of
“take” includes hunting, shooting,
harming, wounding, or killing, and also
such activities as pursuing, harassing,
trapping, capturing, or collecting.

A recovery permit issued by us under
section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA
authorizes the permittee to take
endangered or threatened species while
engaging in activities that are conducted
for scientific purposes that promote
recovery of species or for enhancement
of propagation or survival of species.
These activities often include the
capture and collection of species, which
would result in prohibited take if a
permit were not issued. Our regulations
implementing section 10(a)(1)(A) for
these permits are found at 50 CFR 17.22
for endangered wildlife species, 50 CFR
17.32 for threatened wildlife species, 50
CFR 17.62 for endangered plant species,
and 50 CFR 17.72 for threatened plant
species.

Permit Applications Available for
Review and Comment

The ESA requires that we invite
public comment before issuing these
permits. Accordingly, we invite local,
State, Tribal, and Federal agencies, and
the public to submit written data, views,
or arguments with respect to these
applications. The comments and
recommendations that will be most
useful and likely to influence agency
decisions are those supported by
quantitative information or studies.
Proposed activities in the following
permit requests are for the recovery and
enhancement of propagation or survival
of the species in the wild.
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Pe‘rmi.t . . . - Permit
application Applicant Species Location Activity Type of take action
number
PER4098933-0 | Robert Stinson; Knox- Gray bat (Myotis Alabama, Georgia, Ken- | Presence/probable ab- | Enter hibernacula or ma- | New.
ville, TN. grisescens), Indiana tucky, Mississippi, sence surveys, stud- ternity roost caves,
bat (Myotis sodalis), North Carolina, South ies to document habi- capture with mist nets
northern long-eared Carolina, Tennessee, tat use, population or harp traps, handle,
bat (Myotis and Virginia. monitoring, and stud- identify, band, radio
septentrionalis), tri- ies to evaluate poten- tag, and release.
colored bat tial impacts of white-
(Perimyotis nose syndrome and
subflavus), and Vir- other threats.
ginia big-eared bat
(Corynorhinus
townsendii
virginianus).
PER3404461-0 | Megan Wallrichs; Knox- | Florida bonneted bat Alabama, Arkansas, Presence/probable ab- Enter hibernacula or ma- | New.
ville, TN. (Eumops floridanus), Colorado, Con- sence surveys, stud- ternity roost caves,
gray bat (Myotis necticut, Delaware, ies to document habi- capture with mist nets
grisescens), Indiana Florida, Georgia, Illi- tat use, population or harp traps, handle,
bat (Myotis sodalis), nois, Indiana, lowa, monitoring, and stud- identify, band, radio
northern long-eared Kansas, Kentucky, ies to evaluate poten- tag, swab, and release.
bat (Myotis Louisiana, Maine, tial impacts of white-
septentrionalis), and Maryland, Massachu- nose syndrome and
tricolored bat setts, Michigan, Min- other threats.
(Perimyotis subflavus). nesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Montana,
Nebraska, New
Hampshire, New Jer-
sey, New Mexico,
New York, North
Carolina, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South
Carolina, South Da-
kota, Tennessee,
Texas, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia,
Wisconsin, and Wyo-
ming.
ES81430B-2 ... | Heather Wallace; Ra- Tricolored bat Alabama, Arkansas, Presence/probable ab- Enter hibernacula, cap- Amendment.
leigh, NC. (Perimyotis subflavus).| Georgia, Kentucky, sence surveys, popu- ture with mist nets or
Louisiana, Mis- lation monitoring, ge- harp traps, handle,
sissippi, North Caro- netic analyses, and identify, band, radio
lina, South Carolina, studies to evaluate tag, and release.
and Tennessee. potential impacts of
white-nose syndrome
and other threats.
ES102292-14 .. | Jeremy Jackson; Rich- | Gray bat (Myotis Alabama, Arkansas, Presence/probable ab- | Enter hibernacula or ma- | Renewal
mond, KY. grisescens), Indiana Connecticut, Dela- sence surveys, stud- ternity roost caves, and
bat (Myotis sodalis), ware, Florida, Geor- ies to document habi- capture with mist nets amend-
northern long-eared gia, lllinois, Indiana, tat use, and popu- or harp traps, handle, ment.
bat (Myotis lowa, Kansas, Ken- lation monitoring. identify, collect hair
septentrionalis), tri- tucky, Louisiana, samples, band, radio
colored bat Maine, Massachu- tag, and release.
(Perimyotis setts, Michigan, Min-
subflavus), and Vir- nesota, Mississippi,
ginia big-eared bat Missouri, Montana,
(Corynorhinus Nebraska, New
townsendii Hampshire, New Jer-
virginianus). sey, New York, North
Carolina, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South
Carolina, South Da-
kota, Tennessee,
Texas, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia,
Wisconsin, and Wyo-
ming.
PER3535456-0 | Mirabeau Dudley; Red-cockaded wood- Alabama ........ccceevneens Population management | Capture, band, construct | New.

Pittsview, AL.

pecker (Picoides bo-
realis).

and monitoring.

and monitor artificial
nest cavities and
restrictors, translocate,

recapture, and release.
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application Applicant Species Location Activity Type of take action
number
PER3726625-0 | Kelly Stewart; La Jolla, Green sea turtle U.S. Virgin Islands ........ Nest monitoring and Capture; handle; meas- New.
CA. (Chelonia mydas), protection, and habi- ure; collect tissue and
hawksbill sea turtle tat use, demographic, blood; flipper, satellite,
(Eretmochelys and genetic studies. and PIT tag; salvage
imbricata), dead hatchlings and
leatherback sea turtle nonviable eggs; and
(Dermochelys examine and relocate
coriacea), and logger- nests.
head sea turtle
(Caretta caretta).
ES57873C—-1 ... | Arkansas Natural Herit- | Yellowcheek darter Arkansas ..........ccccceeees Presence/probable ab- Capture, identify, and re- | Renewal.
age Commission; Lit- (Etheostoma moorei). sence surveys. lease.
tle Rock, AR.
ES62778B-3 ... | Chanston Osborne; Ab- | Tricolored bat Alabama, Arkansas, Presence/probable ab- | Capture with mist nets Amendment.
erdeen, NC. (Perimyotis subflavus).| Colorado, Con- sence surveys. and harp traps, handle,
necticut, Delaware, identify, band, radio
District of Columbia, tag, and release.
Florida, Georgia, Illi-
nois, Indiana, lowa,
Kansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maine,
Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, North
Carolina, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South
Carolina, South Da-
kota, Tennessee,
Texas, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia,
Wisconsin, and Wyo-
ming.
ES022468-6 .... | Endangered Species Red-cockaded wood- North Carolina .............. Population management | Capture, band, construct, | Renewal.
Branch, Department pecker (Picoides bo- and monitoring.. and monitor artificial
of Defense; Ft. realis). nest cavities and
Bragg, NC. restrictors, and
translocate.
ES02167C-1 ... | James Gore; Columbia, | Tricolored bat Alabama, Arkansas, Presence/probable ab- Enter hibernacula and Renewal
SC. (Perimyotis subflavus).| Colorado, Con- sence surveys, popu- maternity roost caves, and
necticut, Delaware, lation monitoring, and capture with mist nets amend-
District of Columbia, stable isotope anal- or harp traps, handle, ment.
Florida, Georgia, Illi- yses.. identify, band, radio
nois, Indiana, lowa, tag, and collect hair
Kansas, Kentucky, samples..
Louisiana, Maine,
Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, North
Carolina, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Okla-
homa, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South
Carolina, South Da-
kota, Tennessee,
Vermont, Virginia,
West Virginia, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming.

Public Availability of Comments

Written comments we receive become
part of the administrative record
associated with this action. Before
including your address, phone number,
email address, or other personal
identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that

your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so. All submissions from
organizations or businesses, and from

individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, will be
made available for public disclosure in
their entirety.
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Next Steps
If we decide to issue a permit to an

applicant listed in this notice, we will
publish a notice in the Federal Register.

Authority

We publish this notice under section
10(c) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.).

Lourdes Mena,

Acting Deputy Assistant Regional Director,
Ecological Services, Southeast Region.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18523 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4333-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[FWS-R8-ES-2023-0124;
FXES11140800000-234-FFO8EVENOO]

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Three Draft Habitat
Conservation Plans and Associated
Draft Categorical Exclusions for
Development of Single-Family
Residences; Los Osos, San Luis
Obispo County, CA

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability; request
for comments.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), have received
three applications for incidental take
permits (ITPs) for the federally
threatened Morro shoulderband snail
under the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended. Each of three
applicants submitted a permit
application which, if issued, would
authorize take of the Morro
shoulderband snail incidental to
activities associated with development
of a single-family residence in Los Osos,
San Luis Obispo County, California. As
part of the application for an ITP, each
applicant submitted a draft habitat
conservation plan for their respective
project. For each proect, The Service
prepared a draft low-effect screening
form and environmental action
statement in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act to
evaluate the potential effects to the
natural and human environment
resulting from issuing an ITP to each
applicant for their project. We invite the
public and local, State, Tribal, and
Federal agencies to comment on these
documents.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before September 27,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Obtaining Documents: The
documents this notice announces, as
well as any comments and other
materials that we receive, will be
available for public inspection online in
Docket No. FWS-R8-ES-2023-0124 at
https://www.regulations.gov. Submitting
Written Comments: Please send us your
written comments using one of the
following methods:

e Online: https://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments
on Docket No. FWS-R8-ES-2023-0124.

e U.S. mail: Public Comments
Processing; Attn: FWS—-R8-ES—-2023—
0124; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;
MS: PRB/3W; 5275 Leesburg Pike; Falls
Church, VA 22041-3803.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rachel Henry, Fish and Wildlife
Biologist, by email at rachel henry@
fws.gov or via phone at (805) 448—7484.
Individuals in the United States who are
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY,
TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services.
Individuals outside the United States
should use the relay services offered
within their country to make
international calls to the point-of-
contact in the United States.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: We, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service),
have received three applications for
incidental take permits (ITPs) under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
The applicants have developed draft
habitat conservation plans (HCPs) for
the respective projects that include
measures to mitigate and avoid/
minimize impacts to the federally
threatened Morro shoulderband snail
(Helminthoglypta walkeriana). Each of
the permits, if granted, would authorize
take of the Morro shoulderband snail
incidental to otherwise lawful activities
associated with construction of single-
family residences within the community
of Los Osos in San Luis Obispo County,
California. In addition, two of the HCPs
anticipate impacts to the federally
threatened Morro manzanita
(Arctostaphylos morroensis). The
Service prepared three draft screening
forms in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) to
evaluate the potential effects to the
natural and human environment
resulting from issuing the ITPs and
implementing the draft HCPs, in order
to determine if the actions fit within the
criteria for categorical exclusions under
NEPA. We invite public comment on all
of these documents.

Background

The Service listed the Morro
manzanita as threatened on December
15, 1994 (59 FR 64613), and listed the
Morro shoulderband snail as
endangered on December 15, 1994 (65
FR 64613), and reclassified the Morro
shoulderband snail from endangered to
threatened on February 3, 2022 (87 FR
6063). Section 9 of the ESA prohibits
“take” of fish and wildlife species listed
as endangered (16 U.S.C. 1538), where
take is defined to include the following
activities: “to harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture,
or collect, or to attempt to engage in any
such conduct” (16 U.S.C. 1532). The
take prohibitions of section 9 are
extended to species listed as threatened
at the discretion of the Secretary of the
Department of the Interior, and were
extended to Morro shoulderband snail
with exceptions. The Service published
a 4(d) rule that includes exceptions to
incidental take associated with native
habitat enhancement and fire reduction
activities (87 FR 6063).

Under section 10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA
(16 U.S.C. 1539(a)(1)(B)), we may issue
permits to authorize take of listed fish
and wildlife species that is incidental
to, and not the purpose of, carrying out
an otherwise lawful activity.
Regulations governing incidental take
permits for endangered and threatened
species are in the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) at 50 CFR 17.22 and
17.32, respectively. Issuance of an ITP
also must not jeopardize the existence of
federally listed fish, wildlife, or plant
species, pursuant to section 7 of the
ESA and 50 CFR 402.02. The permittee
would receive assurances under our
“No Surprises” regulations (50 CFR
17.22(b)(5) and 17.32(b)(5)).

Proposed Activities

Each applicant has applied for a
permit for incidental take of the Morro
shoulderband snail. The take would
occur in association with activities
associated with development of single-
family residences and ancillary features
on lots zoned for residential use within
the community of Los Osos in San Luis
Obispo County, California.

The respective HCPs include
avoidance and minimization measures
for the Morro shoulderband snail and
mitigation for unavoidable loss of
habitat that is occupied by the species.
As mitigation for the loss of suitable
habitat, the applicants propose
mitigation that will support the recovery
goals of the species such as restoration
and protection of habitat.
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Public Availability of Comments

Before including your address, phone
number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment, including your
personal identifying information, may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public view, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority

We provide this notice under section
10(c) of the Endangered Species Act (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and its
implementing regulations (50 CFR 17.22
and 17.32) and National Environmental
Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
its implementing regulations (40 CFR
1506.6).

Stephen Henry,

Field Supervisor, Ventura Fish and Wildlife
Office, Ventura, California.

[FR Doc. 2023-18480 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036466;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Gilcrease Museum has completed an
inventory of human remains and
associated funerary objects and has
determined that there is a cultural
affiliation between the human remains
and associated funerary objects and
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice. The human
remains and associated funerary objects
were removed from Clark, Garland,
Lafayette, Miller, Ouachita, and Union
Counties, AR.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Laura Bryant, Gilcrease
Museum, 800 S Tucker Drive, Tulsa, OK
74104, telephone (918) 596—-2747, email
laura-bryant@utulsa.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative

responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Gilcrease
Museum. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice. Additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the inventory or related
records held by the Gilcrease Museum.

Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Clark County, AR. In December of
1938, avocational archeologists Harry J.
Lemley and S.D. Dickinson excavated
these human remains at the Kirkham
Place (3CL29). The 27 associated
funerary objects are 20 lots consisting of
sherds; one lot consisting of faunal
remains, including antlers; two lots
consisting of faunal bone tools; two lots
consisting of lithic tools, including
projectile points, scrapers, flakes, and
knives; one lot consisting of pipe
fragments; and one lot consisting of
celts.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Garland County, AR. In 1929,
Reverend O.N. Wehunt removed these
human remains from the Jim
Williamson Place, and at an unknown
date, Harry J. Lemley acquired them
from Wehunt. The one associated
funerary object is a ceramic vessel.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, three individuals were
removed from Lafayette County, AR. In
1900, H.A. McCants removed these
human remains from the Joe Russell
Place (3LA91, 3LA245, 3LA246), and at
an unknown date, Harry J. Lemley
acquired them. The one associated
funerary object is a ceramic vessel.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Lafayette County, AR. Sometime in
the early 20th century, Gamel Smith
removed these human remains from
Lester’s Brother’s Place (3LA38, 3LA48),
and at an unknown date, Harry J.
Lemley acquired them. The one
associated funerary object is a ceramic
vessel.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, two individuals were
removed from Lafayette County, AR.
During the early 20th century, various
individuals, including Dan Jenkins,
removed items from the Battle Place/
William Handy Place (3LA0001), and at
different times during the early-to-mid-
20th century, Harry J. Lemley acquired
them. The five associated funerary
objects are one lot consisting of sherds,
one lot consisting of faunal remains, two

lots consisting of lithic tools, and one
ceramic vessel.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Miller County, AR. In 1935, Harry
J. Lemley removed these human remains
from the Crenshaw Place (3MI6). No
associated funerary objects are present.

In 1955, the Gilcrease Foundation
purchased the human remains and
associated funerary objects listed above
from Harry J. Lemley. In 1963—-1964, the
Foundation transferred this collection to
the City of Tulsa.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Miller County, AR. In 1967,
Gregory Perino, a curator at Gilcrease
Museum at the time, removed these
human remains from the Haley Place
(3MI11). The three associated funerary
objects are two ceramic vessels and one
ceramic pipe bowl.

The human remains and associated
funerary objects listed below were part
of Frank and Norma Soday’s collection.
In 1982, the Thomas Gilcrease Museum
Association purchased this collection
and gifted it to the Gilcrease Museum.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Ouachita County, AR. In 1950,
Frank Soday, an avocational
archeologist, removed these human
remains from Carroll Givens Mound
(30U27, Soday site 380). No associated
funerary objects are present.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Ouachita County, AR. Sometime
between 1948 and 1950, Frank Soday
removed these human remains from
Hindman Mound (Soday site 306). The
two associated funerary objects are two
lots consisting of faunal remains.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, three individuals were
removed from Ouachita County, AR. In
1949, Frank Soday removed these
human remains from Bacon Mound #3
(30U131, Soday site 360). The four
associated funerary objects are one lot
consisting of lithic tools, one lot
consisting of pottery sherds, one lot
consisting of faunal remains, and one lot
consisting of daub.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, seven individuals were
removed from Ouachita County, AR. In
1950, Frank Soday removed these
human remains from Freo Island (Soday
site 371). The eight associated funerary
objects are three lots consisting of faunal
remains, one lot consisting of pottery
sherds and daub, one lot consisting of
shell beads and lithics, one ceramic
vessel, one lot consisting of lithic tools,
and one lot consisting of antlers.
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Human remains representing, at
minimum, 10 individuals were removed
from Ouachita County, AR. In 1951,
Frank Soday removed these human
remains from Matkins Bee Ranch/Stone
Trestle Mound (30U005, Soday sites
369 and 378). The one associated
funerary object is one lot consisting of
faunal remains.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Ouachita County, AR. In 1948,
Frank Soday removed these human
remains from Paw Paw Mound (30U22,
Soday site 316). The two associated
funerary objects are one lot consisting of
pottery sherds and one lot consisting of
faunal remains.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Ouachita County, AR. In 1950,
Frank Soday removed these human
remains from the Ritchie Place (Soday
site 367). No associated funerary objects
are present.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Union County, AR. In 1947, Frank
Soday removed these human remains
from Harper Mound (3UN41, Soday site
333). The three associated funerary
objects are one lot consisting of faunal
remains, one lot consisting of pottery
sherds, and one lot consisting of lithic
tools.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 18 individuals were removed
from Union County, AR. Sometime
between 1948 and 1950, Frank Soday
removed these human remains from the
J. M. Nelson Farm (3UNS8, Soday site
325). The 39 associated funerary objects
are nine lots consisting of faunal
remains, antlers, and bone tools; one lot
consisting of burned faunal remains; 17
lots consisting of pottery sherds; four
lots consisting of lithic tools; five
ceramic vessels; and three lots
consisting of shells.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, two individuals were
removed from Union County, AR. In
1955, Frank Soday removed these
human remains from Lapile Mound
Village (Soday site 551). The four
associated funerary objects are one lot
consisting of faunal bone tools, one lot
consisting of lithic flakes, one lot
consisting of wood and burnt faunal
remains, and one lot consisting of
pottery sherds.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Union County, AR. In 1949, Frank
Soday removed these human remains
from Watt Mound (3UN18 or 3UN22,
Soday site 342). The one associated
funerary object is one lot consisting of
faunal remains.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains and associated
funerary objects in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: archeological,
geographical, oral traditional, and
museum records.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations, the Gilcrease Museum
has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of 56 individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e The 102 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed with or near individual
human remains at the time of death or
later as part of the death rite or
ceremony.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice and the Caddo Nation of
Oklahoma.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
Responsible Official identified in
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects in this
notice to a requestor may occur on or
after September 27, 2023. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the Gilcrease Museum must determine
the most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects are
considered a single request and not

competing requests. The Gilcrease
Museum is responsible for sending a
copy of this notice to the Indian Tribe
identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18503 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036471;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
California State University, Los
Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), California
State University, Los Angeles has
completed an inventory of human
remains (hereafter referred to as
“ancestors”’) in consultation with the
appropriate Indian Tribes or Native
Hawaiian organizations and has
determined that there is a cultural
affiliation between the ancestors and
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice. The
ancestors were removed from Clark
County, NV.

DATES: Repatriation of the ancestors in
this notice will occur on or after
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Michele Bleuze, California
State University, 5151 State University
Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90032,
telephone (323) 343-2440, email
mbleuze@calstatela.edu; Amira Ainis,
California State University, 5151 State
University Drive, Los Angeles, CA
90032, telephone (323) 343-2449, email
aainis2@calstatela.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of California State
University, Los Angeles. The National
Park Service is not responsible for the
determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
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in the inventory or related records held
by California State University, Los
Angeles.

Description

A minimum of two ancestors were
removed from Clark County, NV.
Sometime in the mid-1970s (the exact
date is unclear), California State
University, Los Angeles conducted
excavations at the CK2003 Mill Point #1
site, also referred to as the Fremont
Point site. The descriptions of the two
burials are based on a 1994 osteological
report from Judy M. Suchey of the
Department of Anthropology at
California State University, Fullerton
and a 2005 NAGPRA inventory, likely
completed by Patricia Martz of the
Department of Anthropology at

California State University, Los Angeles.

Burial 1 is a nearly complete burial of
an estimated female over 30 years of age
who was between 4’ 11” and 5’ 2” in
stature. Marked vertebral lipping and
heavy dental attrition and alveolar
resorption were noted. Burial 2 is a
nearly complete burial of an estimated
female over 30 years of age who was
between 5" 4” and 5’ 7” in stature. Heavy
vertebral lipping on the lower thoracic
and lumbar vertebrae and minimal
dental attrition on the maxillary teeth
were noted. None of the current faculty
at California State University, Los
Angeles has conducted any analyses on
these ancestors. No associated funerary
objects are present.

Based on documentation in the
Department of Anthropology, California
State University, Los Angeles, officials
at California State University, Fullerton
determined that the CK2003 Mill Point
#1 site dates to A.D. 530-1070. A site
report from 1979 by R.F. Perkins
indicates a radiocarbon-14 date of A.D.
680.

Cultural Affiliation

The ancestors in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: geographical,
archeological, expert opinion, and other
information.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations, California State

University, Los Angeles has determined
that:

e Pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001(9), the
ancestors described in this notice
represent the physical remains of two
individuals of Native American
ancestry.

e Pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001(2), there
is a relationship of shared group
identity that can be reasonably traced
between the Native American ancestors
described in this notice and the
Colorado River Indian Tribes of the
Colorado River Indian Reservation,
Arizona and California; Confederated
Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation
of Oregon; Fort Independence Indian
Community of Paiute Indians of the Fort
Independence Reservation, California;
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe of Arizona,
California & Nevada; Hualapai Indian
Tribe of the Hualapai Indian
Reservation, Arizona; Kaibab Band of
Paiute Indians of the Kaibab Indian
Reservation, Arizona; Las Vegas Tribe of
Paiute Indians of the Las Vegas Indian
Colony, Nevada; Moapa Band of Paiute
Indians of the Moapa River Indian
Reservation, Nevada; and the Paiute
Indian Tribe of Utah (Cedar Band of
Paiutes, Kanosh Band of Paiutes,
Koosharem Band of Paiutes, Indian
Peaks Band of Paiutes, and Shivwits
Band of Paiutes).

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
ancestors in this notice must be sent to
the Responsible Officials identified in
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the ancestors in this
notice to a requestor will occur on or
after September 27, 2023. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
California State University, Los Angeles
must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the ancestors are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. California State
University, Los Angeles is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18508 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036467;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Gilcrease Museum has completed an
inventory of human remains and
associated funerary objects and has
determined that there is no cultural
affiliation between the human remains
and associated funerary objects and any
Indian Tribe. The human remains and
associated funerary objects were
removed from Calhoun and Ashley
Counties, AR.

DATES: Disposition of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Laura Bryant, Gilcrease
Museum 800 S Tucker Drive, Tulsa, OK
74104, telephone (918) 596—-2747, email
laura-bryant@utulsa.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Gilcrease
Museum. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice. Additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the inventory or related
records held by the Gilcrease Museum.

Description

The human remains and associated
funerary objects listed below were
collected by Frank Soday, an
avocational archeologist. In 1980, the
Thomas Gilcrease Association
purchased Frank Soday’s entire
collection from him and donated it to
Gilcrease Museum.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, two individuals were
removed from Bang’s Slough in Calhoun
County, AR. On June 19-20, 1950, Frank
Soday excavated at the site with Jerry
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Carr (his nephew) and Ray Hammons.
The three associated funerary objects are
one lot consisting of pottery sherds and
two lots consisting of worked stone.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, two individuals were
removed from the Stringfellow Farm in
Calhoun County, AR. On November 19,
1949, Frank Soday excavated at the site.
The five associated funerary objects are
one lot consisting of pottery sherds, one
lot consisting of grinding stones, one lot
consisting of lithic tools, one lot
consisting of worked stone, and one lot
consisting of awls.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Sweitzer’s Mound in Ashley
County, AR. On November 13, 1949,
Frank Soday excavated at the site with
Richard Franz. The two associated
funerary objects are one lot consisting of
pottery sherds and one lot consisting of
lithic tools.

Aboriginal Land

The human remains and associated
funerary objects in this notice were
removed from known geographic
locations. These locations are the
aboriginal lands of one or more Indian
Tribes. The following information was
used to identify the aboriginal land: a
treaty.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes, the Gilcrease Museum
has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of five individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e The 10 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed with or near individual
human remains at the time of death or
later as part of the death rite or
ceremony.

¢ No relationship of shared group
identity can be reasonably traced
between the human remains and
associated funerary objects and any
Indian Tribe.

e The human remains and associated
funerary objects described in this notice
were removed from the aboriginal land
of the Quapaw Nation.

Requests for Disposition

Written requests for disposition of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
Responsible Official identified in
ADDRESSES. Requests for disposition
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization, or who
shows that the requestor is an aboriginal
land Indian Tribe.

Disposition of the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for disposition are
received, the Gilcrease Museum must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to disposition. Requests
for joint disposition of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
are considered a single request and not
competing requests. The Gilcrease
Museum is responsible for sending a
copy of this notice to the Indian Tribe
identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9 and 10.11.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18504 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036460;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUO0RP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University (PMAE)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The human remains were
collected at the U.S. Indian Vocational
School in Bernalillo County, NM; the
University of New Mexico in Bernalillo
County, NM; and the Pueblo of Jemez in
Sandoval County, NM.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Jane Pickering, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,
Harvard University, 11 Divinity Avenue,
Cambridge, MA 02138, telephone (617)
496-2374, email jpickering@
fas.harvard.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the PMAE. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by the PMAE.

Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 10 individuals were
collected at the Pueblo of Jemez in
Sandoval County, NM. The human
remains are hair clippings collected
from two individuals who were
recorded as being 17 years old, one
individual who was recorded as being
18 years old, one individual who was
recorded as being 19 years old, one
individual who was recorded as being
23 years old, two individuals who were
recorded as being 24 years old, one
individual who was recorded as being
27 years old, one individual who was
recorded as being 35 years old, and one
individual who was recorded as being
38 years old. All 10 individuals were
identified as “Jemez.” Mamie Tanquist
took the hair clippings at the Jemez
Pueblo between 1930 and 1933.
Tanquist sent the hair clippings to
George Woodbury, who donated the hair
clippings to the PMAE in 1935. No
associated funerary objects are present.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, eight individuals were
collected at the U.S. Indian Vocational
School in Bernalillo County, NM. The
human remains are hair clippings
collected from three individuals who
were recorded as being 15 years old,
four individuals who were recorded as
being 16 years old, and one individual
who was recorded as being 18 years old.
All eight individuals were identified as
“Jemez.” Reuben Perry took the hair
clippings at the Jemez Pueblo between
1930 and 1933. Perry sent the hair
clippings to George Woodbury, who
donated the hair clippings to the PMAE
in 1935. No associated funerary objects
are present.
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Human remains representing, at
minimum, two individuals were
collected at the University of New
Mexico in Bernalillo County, NM. The
human remains are hair clippings
collected from two individuals who
were recorded as being 16 years old and
identified as “Jemez.”” Clyde Kay Maben
Kluckhohn took the hair clippings at the
University of New Mexico between 1930
and 1933. Kluckhohn sent the hair
clippings to George Woodbury, who
donated the hair clippings to the PMAE
in 1935. No associated funerary objects
are present.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: kinship and
anthropological.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate lineal
descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, the PMAE has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of 20 individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains
described in this notice and the Pueblo
of Jemez, New Mexico.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official
identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the PMAE must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to

repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The PMAE is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribe identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18497 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036462;
PPWOCRADNO0-PCUO0RP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University (PMAE)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The human remains were
collected at the Fort Sill Indian School
in Comanche County, OK, and the
Sherman Institute in Riverside County,
CA.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Jane Pickering, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,
Harvard University, 11 Divinity Avenue,
Cambridge, MA 02138, telephone (617)
496-2374, email jpickering@
fas.harvard.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the PMAE. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found

in the inventory or related records held
by the PMAE.

Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were
collected at the Sherman Institute in
Riverside County, CA. The human
remains are hair clippings collected
from an individual who was recorded as
being 18 years old and identified as
“Comanche.” Samuel R. Gilliam took
the hair clippings at the Sherman
Institute between 1930 and 1933.
Gilliam sent the hair clippings to George
Woodbury, who donated the hair
clippings to the PMAE in 1935. No
associated funerary objects are present.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 14 individuals were
collected at the Fort Sill Indian School
in Comanche County, OK. The human
remains are hair clippings collected
from one individual recorded as being
13 years old, seven individuals recorded
as being 14 years old, four individuals
recorded as being 15 years old, and two
individuals recorded as being 16 years
old. All 14 individuals were identified
as “Comanche.” An unknown collector
took the hair clippings at the Fort Sill
Indian School between 1930 and 1933,
and sent the hair clippings to George
Woodbury, who donated the hair
clippings to the PMAE in 1935. No
associated funerary objects are present.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: kinship and
anthropological.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate lineal
descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, the PMAE has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of 15 individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains
described in this notice and the
Comanche Nation, Oklahoma.


mailto:jpickering@fas.harvard.edu
mailto:jpickering@fas.harvard.edu

Federal Register/Vol. 83, No. 165/Monday, August 28, 2023/ Notices

58609

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official
identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the PMAE must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The PMAE is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribe identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18499 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036469;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
California State University,
Sacramento, Sacramento, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), California
State University, Sacramento has
completed an inventory of human
remains and associated funerary objects
and has determined that there is a
cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice. The human
remains and associated funerary objects
were removed from Sacramento County,
CA.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Dr. Dianne Hyson, Dean of
the College of Social Sciences and
Interdisciplinary Studies, California
State University, Sacramento, 6000 ]
Street, Sacramento, CA 95819,
telephone (916) 278-6504, email
dhyson@csus.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of California State
University, Sacramento. The National
Park Service is not responsible for the
determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by California State University,
Sacramento.

Description

In 1984 and 1994, human remains
representing, at minimum, eight
individuals were removed from site CA—
SAC—42 (also known as Souza Mound)
in Sacramento County, CA, by Peak &
Associates and Far Western
Anthropological Research Group.
Occupation of this site is estimated to
have occurred during the Middle and
Late Periods. In 1995 and 1998, Far
Western Anthropological Research
Group and the City of Sacramento
donated collections from these
excavations to California State
University, Sacramento. No human
remains were thought to be present in
either donation. In 2011, during analysis
of the faunal material, these human
remains were discovered. The 18,006
associated funerary objects include
baked clay objects; flaked and ground
stones; floral and faunal remains;
historic materials; modified bones,
stones, and shells; unmodified stones;
soil samples; and column samples.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains and associated
funerary objects in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: anthropological,
archeological, folkloric, geographical,

historical, kinship, linguistic, oral
traditional, and expert opinion.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations, California State
University, Sacramento has determined
that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of eight individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e The 18,006 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed with or near individual
human remains at the time of death or
later as part of the death rite or
ceremony.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice and the Buena Vista
Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of
California; Chicken Ranch Rancheria of
Me-Wuk Indians of California; Ione
Band of Miwok Indians of California;
Jackson Band of Miwuk Indians; Shingle
Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Shingle
Springs Rancheria (Verona Tract),
California; United Auburn Indian
Community of the Auburn Rancheria of
California; and the Wilton Rancheria,
California.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
Responsible Official identified in
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects in this
notice to a requestor may occur on or
after September 27, 2023. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
California State University, Sacramento
must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
are considered a single request and not
competing requests. California State
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University, Sacramento is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18506 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036464;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University (PMAE)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The human remains were
collected at the Sherman Institute in
Riverside County, CA.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Jane Pickering, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,
Harvard University, 11 Divinity Avenue,
Cambridge, MA 02138, telephone (617)
496-2374, email jpickering@
fas.harvard.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the PMAE. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by the PMAE.

Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were

collected at the Sherman Institute in
Riverside County, CA. The human
remains are hair clippings collected
from an individual who was recorded as
being 18 years old and identified as
“Paiute.” Samuel R. Gilliam took the
hair clippings at the Sherman Institute
between 1930 and 1933, and sent the
hair clippings to George Woodbury, who
donated the hair clippings to the PMAE
in 1935. No associated funerary objects
are present.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: kinship and
anthropological.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate lineal
descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, the PMAE has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains
described in this notice and the Pyramid
Lake Paiute Tribe of the Pyramid Lake
Reservation, Nevada.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official
identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the PMAE must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are

considered a single request and not
competing requests. The PMAE is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribe identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18501 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036468;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Gilcrease Museum has completed an
inventory of human remains and
associated funerary objects and has
determined that there is a cultural
affiliation between the human remains
and associated funerary objects and
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice. The human
remains and associated funerary objects
were removed from Crittenden, Cross,
Mississippi, and Poinsett Counties in
Arkansas.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Laura Bryant, Gilcrease
Museum, 800 S Tucker Drive, Tulsa, OK
74104, telephone (918) 596—-2747, email
laura-bryant@utulsa.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Gilcrease
Museum. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice. Additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the inventory or related
records held by the Gilcrease Museum.
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Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 25 individuals were removed
from Crittenden County, AR. Between
1957 and 1959, Gregory Perino removed
these human remains from the Banks
site. The 400 associated funerary objects
are 90 lots consisting of ceramic vessels,
four lots consisting of broken vessels,
247 lots consisting of pottery sherds,
one lot consisting of ceramic plugs, 10
lots consisting of lithic points, one lot
consisting of lithic flakes, one lot
consisting of chunkey stones, eight lots
consisting of worked stone, three lots
consisting of shell ornaments and
worked shell, one lot consisting of
pigments and ochre, eight lots
consisting of daub, two lots consisting
of pipes, 13 lots consisting of faunal
remains and fish scales, one lot
consisting of beads, three lots consisting
of bone tools, two lots consisting of
charcoal, four lots consisting of
sediment, and one lot consisting of corn
fragments.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Crittenden County, AR. In 1958,
Gregory Perino removed these human
remains from the Bradley site. The six
associated funerary objects are three lots
consisting of ceramic vessels, one lot
consisting of copper beads, one lot
consisting of chunkey stones, and one
lot consisting of stone tools, including
projectile points and hoes.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, 23 individuals were removed
from Cross County, AR. In 1958,
Gregory Perino removed these human
remains from the Cherry Valley site. The
36 associated funerary objects are 14
lots consisting of intact ceramic vessels,
13 lots consisting of broken ceramic
vessels, two lots consisting of ceramic
sherds and earspools, one lot consisting
of worked lithics, two lots consisting of
charcoal, two lots consisting of wood,
and two lots consisting of shell beads.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, three individuals were
removed from Cross County, AR. In
1957, Gregory Perino removed these
human remains from Rose Mound. The
nine associated funerary objects are five
lots consisting of ceramic vessels, two
lots consisting of stone tools, one lot
consisting of faunal remains, and one lot
consisting of worked shell, including
ear plugs and beads.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Mississippi County, AR. In 1960,
Gregory Perino removed these human
remains from the Shawnee Village Site
(3MS?7). The one associated funerary
object is one lot consisting of corn cobs.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, five individuals were
removed from Poinsett County, AR.
These human remains were removed
from the Stott Site (3P0O26), likely by
Elbert Hawkins sometime in the 1970s.
The eight associated funerary objects are
three lots consisting of pottery sherds,
one lot consisting of ceramic vessels,
one lot consisting of lithic tools, two
lots consisting of faunal remains, and
one lot consisting of shells.

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were removed
from Poinsett County, AR, likely by
Frank Soday sometime in the mid-20th
century. No associated funerary objects
are present.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains and associated
funerary objects in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: archeological,
geographical, historical, oral traditional,
and other relevant information.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations, the Gilcrease Museum
has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of 59 individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e The 460 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed with or near individual
human remains at the time of death or
later as part of the death rite or
ceremony.

o There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice and the Quapaw Nation.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
Responsible Official identified in
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects in this
notice to a requestor may occur on or
after September 27, 2023. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the Gilcrease Museum must determine
the most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The Gilcrease
Museum is responsible for sending a
copy of this notice to the Indian Tribe
identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18505 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036461;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University (PMAE)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The human remains were
collected at the Sherman Institute in
Riverside County, CA.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Jane Pickering, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,
Harvard University, 11 Divinity Avenue,
Cambridge, MA 02138, telephone (617)
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496-2374, email jpickering@
fas.harvard.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the PMAE. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by the PMAE.

Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were
collected at the Sherman Institute in
Riverside County, CA. The human
remains are hair clippings collected
from one individual who was recorded
as being 18 years old and identified as
“Paiute.” Samuel R. Gilliam took the
hair clippings at the Sherman Institute
between 1930 and 1933. Gilliam sent
the hair clippings to George Woodbury,
who donated the hair clippings to the
PMAE in 1935. No associated funerary
objects are present.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: kinship and
anthropological.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate lineal
descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, the PMAE has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains
described in this notice and the Fort
Independence Indian Community of
Paiute Indians of the Fort Independence
Reservation, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official

identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the PMAE must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The PMAE is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribe identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18498 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4321-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036465;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University (PMAE)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The human remains were
collected at the Chilocco Indian
Agricultural School in Kay County, OK.
DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Jane Pickering, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,

Harvard University, 11 Divinity Avenue,
Cambridge, MA 02138, telephone (617)
496-2374, email jpickering@
fas.harvard.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the PMAE. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by the PMAE.

Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, three individuals were
collected at the Chilocco Indian
Agricultural School in Kay County, OK.
The human remains are hair clippings
collected from three individuals, all of
whom are recorded as being 17 years
old and identified as “Choctaw.”
Lawrence E. Correll took the hair
clippings at the Chilocco Indian
Agricultural School between 1930 and
1933, and sent the hair clippings to
George Woodbury, who donated the hair
clippings to the PMAE in 1935. No
associated funerary objects are present.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: kinship and
anthropological.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate lineal
descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, the PMAE has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of three individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains
described in this notice and The
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.
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Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official
identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the PMAE must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The PMAE is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribe identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18502 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036472;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
California State University, Los
Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), California
State University, Los Angeles has
completed an inventory of human
remains (hereafter referred to as
“ancestors”) in consultation with the
appropriate Indian Tribes or Native
Hawaiian organizations and has
determined that there is a cultural
affiliation between the ancestors and
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice. The
ancestors were removed from Los
Angeles County, CA.

DATES: Repatriation of the ancestors in
this notice will occur on or after
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Michele Bleuze, California
State University, 5151 State University
Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90032,
telephone (323) 343—-2440, email
mbleuze@calstatela.edu; Amira Ainis,
California State University, 5151 State
University Drive, Los Angeles, CA
90032, telephone (323) 343-2449, email
aainis2@calstatela.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of California State
University, Los Angeles. The National
Park Service is not responsible for the
determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by California State University, Los
Angeles.

Description

A minimum of two ancestors were
removed from Los Angeles County, CA.
Located in the City of Carson, CA-LAN-
98 is the site of Suangna, a known
Gabrielino-Tongva village. According to
one source, it may have been occupied
as late as 1813 (McCawley, 1996).
Another source notes that, based on
artifact comparisons, CA—-LAN-98 was
occupied for approximately 600 years,
from A.D. 1200-1800 (Eggers, 1977:44).
It was first excavated by Racer in 1910.
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Hal
Eberhart from LA City College and Ken
Kuykendall and A. Van D. Eggers from
Dominquez College conducted
excavations there, as did Charles Irwin
of the Bowers Museum in 1972-1973.
The collection from CA-LAN-98 at
California State University, Los Angeles
is assumed to have arrived in the late
1960s or early 1970s with Hal Eberhart,
at that time a faculty member. (No
reports or documents regarding this
collection have been found at California
State University, Los Angeles.) As no
current faculty have examined the
human remains, the following
descriptions derive solely from box and
bag labels. One bag is labeled “Watson
Site, Burial #1”” and another is labeled
“Watson Site, Burial #2.”” There is also
one small bag labeled ““Skull fragments,
no location, Watson” along with what
appears to be added, in faint pencil,
“associated with Burial #1.” No
associated funerary objects are present.
(Additional collections from CA-LAN—
98 are housed at California State

University, Dominguez Hills, and a
master’s thesis from California State
University, Fullerton indicates that
additional materials from this site are
curated with the Pacific Coast
Archaeological Society (Graling, 2004).)

Cultural Affiliation

The ancestors in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: geographical,
archeological, and expert opinion.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations, California State
University, Los Angeles has determined
that:

e Pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001(9), the
ancestors described in this notice
represent the physical remains of at
least two individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e Pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001(2), there
is a relationship of shared group
identity that can be reasonably traced
between the Native American ancestors
described in this notice and the Santa
Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians,
California and the Soboba Band of
Luiseno Indians, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
ancestors in this notice must be sent to
the Responsible Officials identified in
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice and, if joined to
a request from one or more of the Indian
Tribes, the following non-federally
recognized Indian groups: the
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians-
Kizh Nation; Gabrieleno/Tongva San
Gabriel Band of Mission Indians;
Gabrielino/Tongva Nation; Gabrielino
Tongva Indians of California Tribal
Council (Bellflower and Simi Valley);
and the Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.
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Repatriation of the ancestors in this
notice to a requestor will occur on or
after September 27, 2023. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
California State University, Los Angeles
must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the ancestors are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. California State
University, Los Angeles is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18509 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036459;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University (PMAE)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is no cultural affiliation between the
human remains and any Indian Tribe.
The human remains were removed from
Worcester County, MA.

DATES: Disposition of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Patricia Capone, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,
11 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, MA
02138, telephone (617) 496—3702, email
pcapone@fas.harvard.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the PMAE. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including

the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by the PMAE.

Description

In 1909, human remains representing,
at minimum, one individual were
removed by Samuel Kirkland Lothrop
from the land of S.K. Warren in
Harvard, Worcester County, MA.
Lothrop donated the human remains to
the PMAE in 1919. No associated
funerary objects are present.

In 1857, human remains representing,
at minimum, one individual were
removed by John White from the area of
Wachusett in Westminster, Worcester
County, MA. White presented the
human remains to the Warren
Anatomical Museum, Harvard
University (WAM) at an unknown date,
and the WAM sent the human remains
to the PMAE on permanent loan in May
of 1959. No associated funerary objects
are present.

On October 12, 1885, human remains
representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed by Dr. W.H.
Raymenton from William U. Maynard’s
farm in the town of Northborough, near
the town boundary with Shrewsbury, in
Worcester County, MA. Raymenton
collected the human remains as part of
an excavation with the Worcester
Society of Natural History. The
Worcester Society of Natural History
donated the human remains to the
PMAE later in 1885. The human
remains were found in a peat bog, under
approximately five feet of soil and on
solid bedrock, near where the teeth and
tusks of a mastodon were excavated in
1884. No associated funerary objects are
present.

On June 25, 1891, human remains
representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed by an
unknown person from an “Indian Burial
Place” in Winchendon, Worcester
County, MA. The Massachusetts
Historical Society donated the human
remains to the PMAE, likely in 1891. No
associated funerary objects are present.

Aboriginal Land

The human remains in this notice
were removed from known geographic
locations. These locations are the
aboriginal lands of one or more Indian
Tribes. Historical documents and other
information obtained through
consultation show that Worcester
County, MA, was aboriginally occupied
by the Wampanoag people. These types
of information also show that Worcester
County, MA, was aboriginally occupied
by the Nipmuc people, who are not
represented by any federally recognized
Indian Tribe. The following information

was used to identify the aboriginal land:
treaties.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes, the PMAE has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of four individuals of Native
American ancestry.

¢ No relationship of shared group
identity can be reasonably traced
between the human remains and any
Indian Tribe.

e The human remains described in
this notice were removed from the
aboriginal land of the Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribe and the Wampanoag
Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah).

Requests for Disposition

Written requests for disposition of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official
identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
disposition may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization, or who
shows that the requestor is an aboriginal
land Indian Tribe.

Disposition of the human remains
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after September 27,
2023. If competing requests for
disposition are received, the PMAE
must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to disposition. Requests
for joint disposition of the human
remains are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The PMAE
is responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9 and 10.11.

Dated: August 18, 2023.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 202318496 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036458;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Klamath County Museum, Klamath
Falls, OR

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Klamath County Museum has
completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The human remains were
removed from Siskiyou County, CA, and
Klamath County, OR.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Todd Kepple, Klamath
County Museum, 1451 Main Street,
Klamath Falls, OR 97601, telephone
(541) 882—1000, email museum@
klamathcounty.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Klamath County
Museum. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice. Additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the inventory or related
records held by Klamath County
Museum.

Description

All the human remains described
below were collected by the Frank and
Doris Payne family and became part of
their collection of artifacts from the
Upper Klamath Basin region. The Payne
Collection was acquired by a group of
local businessmen around 1944, when
the Paynes moved away from Klamath
Falls, and in 1965, it was transferred to
the Klamath County Museum. No
associated funerary objects are present.

In April of 1938, human remains
representing, at minimum, two
individuals were removed from Lower
Klamath Lake in Siskiyou County, CA.
These fragmentary human remains
(designated SK-13 and SK-22) belong to
two individuals of unknown age and
sex. The human remains of one of them

(SK-13) are in a mineralized state,
which suggests they are several
thousand years old.

In March of 1941, human remains
representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed from Tule
Lake in Siskiyou County, CA. These
fragmentary human remains (designated
SK-28B) belong to an individual of
unknown age and sex.

Sometime in 1941, human remains
representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed from Lower
Klamath Lake in Siskiyou County, CA.
These fragmentary human remains
(designated SK-30) belong to an
individual of unknown age and sex.

Sometime prior to 1944, human
remains representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed from an
unknown location. These fragmentary
human remains belong to an individual
of unknown age and sex.

Sometime prior to 1944, human
remains representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed from Lower
Klamath Lake in Siskiyou County, CA.
These fragmentary human remains
belong to an individual of unknown age
and sex.

Sometime prior to 1944, human
remains representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed from an
unknown location. These fragmentary
human remains (designated BA-76)
belong to an individual of unknown age
and sex.

Sometime prior to 1944, human
remains representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed from an
unknown location. These human
remains (designated 220g—1) consist of a
mandible belonging to a mature
individual of unknown age and sex.

Sometime prior to 1944, human
remains representing, at minimum, one
individual were removed from an
unknown location. These human
remains (designated 413-7 (1341))
consist of a pear-shaped skull fragment
belonging to an individual of unknown
age and sex.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following type of
information was used to reasonably
trace the relationship: historical.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after

consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations, the Klamath County
Museum has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of nine individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains
described in this notice and the Klamath
Tribes.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official
identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the Klamath County Museum
must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the human
remains are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The
Klamath County Museum is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribe identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023—-18495 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036463;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUOORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, MA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and
Ethnology, Harvard University (PMAE)
has completed an inventory of human
remains and has determined that there
is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The human remains were
collected at the Pawnee Indian
Reservation in Pawnee County, OK.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Jane Pickering, Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology,
Harvard University, 11 Divinity Avenue,
Cambridge, MA 02138, telephone (617)
496-2374, email jpickering@
fas.harvard.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the PMAE. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the inventory or related records held
by the PMAE.

Description

Human remains representing, at
minimum, one individual were
collected at the Pawnee Indian
Reservation in Pawnee County, OK. The
human remains are hair clippings
collected from an individual recorded as
13 years old and identified as
“Cheyenne, Pawnee.” Arvel R. Snyder
took the hair clippings at the Pawnee
Indian Reservation between 1930 and
1933. And sent the hair clippings to
George Woodbury, who donated the hair
clippings to the PMAE in 1935. No
associated funerary objects are present.

Cultural Affiliation

The human remains in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: kinship and
anthropological.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate lineal
descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, the PMAE has
determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the human remains
described in this notice and the
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes,
Oklahoma.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the Responsible Official
identified in ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, the PMAE must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The PMAE is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes identified in
this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9, 10.10, and
10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18500 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036470;
PPWOCRADNO-PCUO0RP14.R50000]

Notice of Intent To Repatriate Cultural
Items: California State University,
Sacramento, Sacramento, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), California
State University, Sacramento,
Sacramento, CA intends to repatriate
certain cultural items that meet the
definition of unassociated funerary
objects and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice. The cultural items were removed
from Sacramento County, CA.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
September 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Dr. Dianne Hyson, Dean of
the College of Social Sciences and
Interdisciplinary Studies, California
State University, Sacramento, 6000 ]
Street, Sacramento, CA 95819,
telephone (916) 278-6504, email
dhyson@csus.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of California State
University, Sacramento. The National
Park Service is not responsible for the
determinations in this notice.
Additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records held
by California State University,
Sacramento.

Description

At an unknown date, two cultural
items were removed from CA-SAC-159
in Sacramento County, CA. How this
collection came into the possession of
California State University, Sacramento
is unknown. The two unassociated
funerary objects are flaked stones.

Cultural Affiliation

The cultural items in this notice are
connected to one or more identifiable
earlier groups, tribes, peoples, or
cultures. There is a relationship of
shared group identity between the
identifiable earlier groups, tribes,
peoples, or cultures and one or more
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
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organizations. The following types of
information were used to reasonably
trace the relationship: anthropological,
archeological, folkloric, geographical,
historical, kinship, linguistic, oral
traditional, other relevant information,
and expert opinion.

Determinations

Pursuant to NAGPRA and its
implementing regulations, and after
consultation with the appropriate
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations, the California State
University, Sacramento has determined
that:

e The two cultural items described
above are reasonably believed to have
been placed with or near individual
human remains at the time of death or
later as part of the death rite or
ceremony and are believed, by a
preponderance of the evidence, to have
been removed from a specific burial site
of a Native American individual.

e There is a relationship of shared
group identity that can be reasonably
traced between the cultural items and
the Wilton Rancheria, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the Responsible
Official identified in ADDRESSES.
Requests for repatriation may be
submitted by any lineal descendant,
Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian
organization not identified in this notice
who shows, by a preponderance of the
evidence, that the requestor is a lineal
descendant or a culturally affiliated
Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 27, 2023. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, California State University,
Sacramento must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the cultural items are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. California State
University, Sacramento is responsible
for sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribe identified in this notice.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.8, §10.10, and
§10.14.

Dated: August 18, 2023.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2023-18507 Filed 8—-25—23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

[Investigation No. 731-TA-891 (Fourth
Review)]

Foundry Coke From China; Scheduling
of an Expedited Five-Year Review

AGENCY: International Trade
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commission hereby gives
notice of the scheduling of an expedited
review pursuant to the Tariff Act of
1930 (“the Act”) to determine whether
revocation of the antidumping duty
order on foundry coke from China
would be likely to lead to continuation
or recurrence of material injury within
a reasonably foreseeable time.

DATES: July 7, 2023.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
(Nitin Joshi 202-708-1669), Office of
Investigations, U.S. International Trade
Commission, 500 E Street SW,
Washington, DC 20436. Hearing-
impaired persons can obtain
information on this matter by contacting
the Commission’s TDD terminal on 202—
205-1810. Persons with mobility
impairments who will need special
assistance in gaining access to the
Commission should contact the Office
of the Secretary at 202—205—-2000.
General information concerning the
Commission may also be obtained by
accessing its internet server (https://
www.usitc.gov). The public record for
this proceeding may be viewed on the
Commission’s electronic docket (EDIS)
at https://edis.usitc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background.—On July 7, 2023, the
Commission determined that the
domestic interested party group
response to its notice of institution (88
FR 19674, April 3, 2023) of the subject
five-year review was adequate and that
the domestic interested party group
response was inadequate. The
Commission did not find any other
circumstances that would warrant
conducting a full review.! Accordingly,
the Commission determined that it
would conduct an expedited review
pursuant to section 751(c)(3) of the Act
(19 U.S.C. 1675(c)(3)).

For further information concerning
the conduct of this review and rules of
general application, consult the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure, part 201, subparts A and B

1 A record of the Commissioners’ votes, the
Commission’s statement on adequacy, and any
individual Commissioner’s statements will be
available from the Office of the Secretary and at the
Commission’s website.

(19 CFR part 201), and part 207,
subparts A, D, E, and F (19 CFR part
207).

Staff report.—A staff report
containing information concerning the
subject matter of the review has been
placed in the nonpublic record, and will
be made available to persons on the
Administrative Protective Order service
list for this review on September 13,
2023. A public version will be issued
thereafter, pursuant to § 207.62(d)(4) of
the Commission’s rules.

Written submissions.—As provided in
§207.62(d) of the Commission’s rules,
interested parties that are parties to the
review and that have provided
individually adequate responses to the
notice of institution,? and any party
other than an interested party to the
review may file written comments with
the Secretary on what determination the
Commission should reach in the review.
Comments are due on or before 5:15
p.m. on September 21, 2023 and may
not contain new factual information.
Any person that is neither a party to the
five-year review nor an interested party
may submit a brief written statement
(which shall not contain any new
factual information) pertinent to the
review by September 21, 2023.
However, should the Department of
Commerce (‘“Commerce’’) extend the
time limit for its completion of the final
results of its review, the deadline for
comments (which may not contain new
factual information) on Commerce’s
final results is three business days after
the issuance of Commerce’s results. If
comments contain business proprietary
information (BPI), they must conform
with the requirements of §§ 201.6,
207.3, and 207.7 of the Commission’s
rules. The Commission’s Handbook on
Filing Procedures, available on the
Commission’s website at https://
www.usitc.gov/documents/handbook
on_filing procedures.pdf, elaborates
upon the Commission’s procedures with
respect to filings.

In accordance with §§201.16(c) and
207.3 of the rules, each document filed
by a party to the review must be served
on all other parties to the review (as
identified by either the public or BPI
service list), and a certificate of service
must be timely filed. The Secretary will
not accept a document for filing without
a certificate of service.

Determination.—The Commission has
determined this review is
extraordinarily complicated and

2The Commission has found the responses
submitted on behalf of ABC Coke (a division of
Drummond Company, Inc.), and SunCoke Energy,
Inc., to be individually adequate. Comments from
other interested parties will not be accepted (see 19
CFR 207.62(d)(2)).
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therefore has determined to exercise its
authority to extend the review period by
up to 90 days pursuant to 19 U.S.C.
1675(c)(5)(B).

Authority: This review being
conducted under authority of title VII of
the Act; this notice is published
pursuant to § 207.62 of the
Commission’s rules.

By order of the Commission.
Issued: August 23, 2023.
Lisa Barton,
Secretary to the Commission.
[FR Doc. 2023-18511 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7020-02-P

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

Notice of Receipt of Complaint;
Solicitation of Comments Relating to
the Public Interest

AGENCY: U.S. International Trade
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the U.S. International Trade
Commission has received a complaint
entitled Certain Vaporizer Devices,
Cartridges Used Therewith, and
Components Thereof, DN 3691; the
Commission is soliciting comments on
any public interest issues raised by the
complaint or complainant’s filing
pursuant to the Commission’s Rules of
Practice and Procedure.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lisa
R. Barton, Secretary to the Commission,
U.S. International Trade Commission,
500 E Street SW, Washington, DC
20436, telephone (202) 205-2000. The
public version of the complaint can be
accessed on the Commission’s
Electronic Document Information
System (EDIS) at https://edis.usitc.gov.
For help accessing EDIS, please email
EDIS3Help@usitc.gov.

General information concerning the
Commission may also be obtained by
accessing its internet server at United
States International Trade Commission
(USITC) at https://www.usitc.gov. The
public record for this investigation may
be viewed on the Commission’s
Electronic Document Information
System (EDIS) at https://edis.usitc.gov.
Hearing-impaired persons are advised
that information on this matter can be
obtained by contacting the
Commission’s TDD terminal on (202)
205-1810.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Commission has received a complaint
and a submission pursuant to § 210.8(b)
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice

and Procedure filed on behalf of NJOY,
LLC on August 22, 2023. The complaint
alleges violations of section 337 of the
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1337) in
the importation into the United States,
the sale for importation, and the sale
within the United States after
importation of certain vaporizer devices,
cartridges used therewith, and
components thereof. The complaint
names as a respondent: JUUL Labs, Inc.
of Washington, DC. The complainant
requests that the Commission issue a
limited exclusion order, a cease and
desist order, and impose a bond upon
respondents’ alleged infringing articles
during the 60-day Presidential review
period pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 1337(j).
Proposed respondents, other interested
parties, and members of the public are
invited to file comments on any public
interest issues raised by the complaint
or §210.8(b) filing. Comments should
address whether issuance of the relief
specifically requested by the
complainant in this investigation would
affect the public health and welfare in
the United States, competitive
conditions in the United States
economy, the production of like or
directly competitive articles in the
United States, or United States
consumers.

In particular, the Commission is
interested in comments that:

(i) explain how the articles potentially
subject to the requested remedial orders
are used in the United States;

(ii) identify any public health, safety,
or welfare concerns in the United States
relating to the requested remedial
orders;

(iii) identify like or directly
competitive articles that complainant,
its licensees, or third parties make in the
United States which could replace the
subject articles if they were to be
excluded;

(iv) indicate whether complainant,
complainant’s licensees, and/or third
party suppliers have the capacity to
replace the volume of articles
potentially subject to the requested
exclusion order and/or a cease and
desist order within a commercially
reasonable time; and

(v) explain how the requested
remedial orders would impact United
States consumers.

Written submissions on the public
interest must be filed no later than by
close of business, eight calendar days
after the date of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register. There
will be further opportunities for
comment on the public interest after the
issuance of any final initial
determination in this investigation. Any
written submissions on other issues

must also be filed by no later than the
close of business, eight calendar days
after publication of this notice in the
Federal Register. Complainant may file
replies to any written submissions no
later than three calendar days after the
date on which any initial submissions
were due, notwithstanding § 201.14(a)
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure. No other submissions
will be accepted, unless requested by
the Commission. Any submissions and
replies filed in response to this Notice
are limited to five (5) pages in length,
inclusive of attachments.

Persons filing written submissions
must file the original document
electronically on or before the deadlines
stated above. Submissions should refer
to the docket number (“Docket No.
3691”) in a prominent place on the
cover page and/or the first page. (See
Handbook for Electronic Filing
Procedures, Electronic Filing
Procedures 1). Please note the
Secretary’s Office will accept only
electronic filings during this time.
Filings must be made through the
Commission’s Electronic Document
Information System (EDIS, https://
edis.usitc.gov.) No in-person paper-
based filings or paper copies of any
electronic filings will be accepted until
further notice. Persons with questions
regarding filing should contact the
Secretary at EDIS3Help@usitc.gov.

Any person desiring to submit a
document to the Commission in
confidence must request confidential
treatment. All such requests should be
directed to the Secretary to the
Commission and must include a full
statement of the reasons why the
Commission should grant such
treatment. See 19 CFR 201.6. Documents
for which confidential treatment by the
Commission is properly sought will be
treated accordingly. All information,
including confidential business
information and documents for which
confidential treatment is properly
sought, submitted to the Commission for
purposes of this Investigation may be
disclosed to and used: (i) by the
Commission, its employees and Offices,
and contract personnel (a) for
developing or maintaining the records
of this or a related proceeding, or (b) in
internal investigations, audits, reviews,
and evaluations relating to the
programs, personnel, and operations of
the Commission including under 5
U.S.C. appendix 3; or (ii) by U.S.
government employees and contract

1Handbook for Electronic Filing Procedures:
https://www.usitc.gov/documents/handbook_on_
filing procedures.pdf.
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personnel,2 solely for cybersecurity
purposes. All nonconfidential written
submissions will be available for public
inspection at the Office of the Secretary
and on EDIS.3

This action is taken under the
authority of section 337 of the Tariff Act
of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1337),
and of §§201.10 and 210.8(c) of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure (19 CFR 201.10, 210.8(c)).

By order of the Commission.

Issued: August 22, 2023.
Lisa Barton,
Secretary to the Commission.
[FR Doc. 2023-18406 Filed 8—25—23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7020-02-P

and 391 and 731-TA-817, 818, and 821
(Fourth Review).

By order of the Commission.

Issued: August 23, 2023.
Lisa Barton,
Secretary to the Commission.
[FR Doc. 2023-18524 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7020-02-P

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

[Investigation Nos. 701-TA-388, 389, and
391 and 731-TA-817, 818, and 821 (Fourth
Review)]

Cut-to-Length Carbon-Quality Steel
Plate From India, Indonesia, and South
Korea Determinations

On the basis of the record * developed
in the subject five-year reviews, the
United States International Trade
Commission (‘“Commission’)
determines, pursuant to the Tariff Act of
1930 (“the Act”), that revocation of the
antidumping duty and countervailing
duty orders on cut-to-length carbon-
quality steel plate (“CTL plate”) from
India, Indonesia, and South Korea
would be likely to lead to continuation
or recurrence of material injury to an
industry in the United States within a
reasonably foreseeable time.

Background

The Commission instituted these
reviews on February 1, 2023 (88 FR
6781) and determined on May 8, 2023
that it would conduct expedited reviews
(88 FR 37098, June 6, 2023).

The Commission made these
determinations pursuant to section
751(c) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 1675(c)). It
completed and filed its determinations
in these reviews on August 23, 2023.
The views of the Commission are
contained in USITC Publication 5455
(August 2023), entitled Cut-to-Length
Carbon-Quality Steel Plate from India,
Indonesia, and South Korea:
Investigation Nos. 701-TA-388, 389,

2 All contract personnel will sign appropriate
nondisclosure agreements.

3Electronic Document Information System
(EDIS): https://edis.usitc.gov.

1The record is defined in § 207.2(f) of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (19
CFR 207.2(f)).

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Occupational Safety and Health
Administration

[Docket No. OSHA-2010-0041]

Logging Operations Standard;
Extension of the Office of Management
and Budget’s (OMB) Approval of
Information Collection (Paperwork)
Requirements

AGENCY: Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA), Labor.

ACTION: Request for public comments.

SUMMARY: OSHA solicits public
comments concerning the proposal to
extend the Office of Management and
Budget’s (OMB) approval of the
information collection requirements
specified in its Standard on Logging
Operations.

DATES: Comments must be submitted
(postmarked, sent, or received) by
October 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES:

Electronically: You may submit
comments and attachments
electronically at http://
www.regulations.gov, which is the
Federal eRulemaking Portal. Follow the
instructions online for submitting
comments.

Docket: To read or download
comments or other material in the
docket, go to http://
www.regulations.gov. Documents in the
docket are listed in the http://
www.regulations.gov index; however,
some information (e.g., copyrighted
material) is not publicly available to
read or download from the website. All
submissions, including copyrighted
material, are available for inspection
through the OSHA Docket Office.
Contact the OSHA Docket Office at (202)
693—2350 (TTY (877) 889-5627) for
assistance in locating docket
submissions.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and OSHA
docket number (OSHA—-2010-0041) for
the Information Collection Request
(ICR). OSHA will place all comments,
including personal information, in the
public docket, which may be available

online. Therefore, OSHA cautions
interested parties about submitting
personal information such as social
security numbers and birthdates.

For further information on submitting
comments, see the ‘“Public
Participation” heading in the section of
this notice titled SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Seleda Perryman or Theda Kenney,
Directorate of Standards and Guidance,
OSHA, U.S. Department of Labor;
telephone (202) 693-2222.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The Department of Labor, as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent (i.e., employer) burden,
conducts a preclearance consultation
program to provide the public with an
opportunity to comment on proposed
and continuing information collection
requirements in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)). This program
ensures that information is in the
desired format, reporting burden (time
and costs) is minimal, collection
instruments are clearly understood, and
OSHA'’s estimate of the information
collection burden is accurate. The
Occupational Safety and Health Act of
1970 (OSH Act) (29 U.S.C. 651 et seq.)
authorizes information collection by
employers as necessary or appropriate
for enforcement of the OSH Act or for
developing information regarding the
causes and prevention of occupational
injuries, illnesses, and accidents (29
U.S.C. 657). The OSH Act also requires
that OSHA obtain such information
with minimum burden upon employers,
especially those operating small
businesses, and to reduce to the
maximum extent feasible unnecessary
duplication of effort in obtaining
information (29 U.S.C. 657).

The following sections describe who
uses the information collected under
each requirement, as well as how they
use it. The paperwork provisions of this
standard specify requirements for
developing, maintaining, and disclosing
inspection records and written reports
associated with logging operations.

II. Special Issues for Comment

OSHA has a particular interest in
comments on the following issues:

e Whether the proposed information
collection requirements are necessary
for the proper performance of the
agency’s functions to protect workers,
including whether the information is
useful;

e The accuracy of OSHA’s estimate of
the burden (time and costs) of the
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information collection requirements,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e The quality, utility, and clarity of
the information collected; and

e Ways to minimize the burden on
employers who must comply; for
example, by using automated or other
technological information collection,
and transmission techniques.

IIL. Proposed Actions

OSHA is requesting that OMB extend
the approval of the information
collection requirements contained in the
Standard on Logging Operations. The
agency is requesting an adjustment
decrease in the number of burden hours
for the information collection
requirements in the standard from 1,507
hours to 1,387 hours for a total decrease
of 120 burden hours.

OSHA will summarize the comments
submitted in response to this notice and
will include this summary in the
request to OMB to extend the approval
of the information collection
requirements.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Title: Logging Operations Standard.

OMB Control Number: 1218-0198.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profits; Federal Government; State,
Local, or Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents: 7,559.

Number of Responses: 46,859.

Frequency of Responses: On occasion.

Average Time per Response: Varies.

Estimated Total Burden Hours: 1,387.

Estimated Cost (Operation and
Maintenance): $0.

IV. Public Participation—Submission of
Comments on This Notice and Internet
Access to Comments and Submissions

You may submit comments in
response to this document as follows:
(1) electronically at http://
www.regulations.gov, which is the
Federal eRulemaking Portal; (2) by
facsimile (fax), if your comments,
including attachments, are not longer
than 10 pages, you may fax them to the
OSHA Docket Office at (202) 693—1648;
or (3) by hard copy. All comments,
attachments, and other material must
identify the agency name and the OSHA
docket number for the ICR (Docket No.
OSHA-2010-0041). You may
supplement electronic submissions by
uploading document files electronically.

Comments and submissions are
posted without change at http://
www.regulations.gov. Therefore, OSHA
cautions commenters about submitting
personal information such as social
security numbers and dates of birth.
Although all submissions are listed in

the http://www.regulations.gov index,
some information (e.g., copyrighted
material) is not publicly available to
read or download from this website. All
submissions, including copyrighted
material, are available for inspection
and copying at the OSHA Docket Office.
Information on using the http://
www.regulations.gov website to submit
comments and access the docket is
available at the website’s “User Tips”
link.

Contact the OSHA Docket Office at
(202) 693-2350 (TTY (877) 889-5627)
for information about materials not
available from the website, and for
assistance in using the internet to locate
docket submissions.

V. Authority and Signature

James S. Frederick, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Occupational
Safety and Health, directed the
preparation of this notice. The authority
for this notice is the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3506
et seq.) and Secretary of Labor’s Order
No. 8-2020 (85 FR 58393).

Signed in Washington, DC, on August 21,
2023.

James S. Frederick,

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Occupational Safety and Health.

[FR Doc. 2023-18408 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-26-P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Occupational Safety and Health
Administration

[Docket No. OSHA-2010-0038]

Rigging Equipment and Material
Handling Standard; Extension of the
Office of Management and Budget’s
(OMB) Approval of Information
Collection (Paperwork) Requirements

AGENCY: Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA), Labor.

ACTION: Request for public comments.

SUMMARY: OSHA solicits public
comments concerning the proposal to
extend the Office of Management and
Budget’s (OMB) approval of the
information collection requirements
specified in its Standard on Rigging
Equipment and Material Handling.
DATES: Comments must be submitted
(postmarked, sent, or received) by
October 27, 2023.

ADDRESSES:

Electronically: You may submit
comments and attachments
electronically at http://
www.regulations.gov, which is the

Federal eRulemaking Portal. Follow the
instructions online for submitting
comments.

Docket: To read or download
comments or other material in the
docket, go to http://
www.regulations.gov. Documents in the
docket are listed in the http://
www.regulations.gov index; however,
some information (e.g., copyrighted
material) is not publicly available to
read or download from the website. All
submissions, including copyrighted
material, are available for inspection
through the OSHA Docket Office.
Contact the OSHA Docket Office at (202)
693-2350 (TTY (877) 889-5627) for
assistance in locating docket
submissions.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and OSHA
docket number (OSHA-2010-0038) for
the Information Collection Request
(ICR). OSHA will place all comments,
including personal information, in the
public docket, which may be available
online. Therefore, OSHA cautions
interested parties about submitting
personal information such as social
security numbers and birthdates.

For further information on submitting
comments, see the ‘“Public
Participation” heading in the section of
this notice titled SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Seleda Perryman or Theda Kenney,
Directorate of Standards and Guidance,
OSHA, U.S. Department of Labor;
telephone: (202) 693—-2222.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The Department of Labor, as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent (i.e., employer) burden,
conducts a preclearance consultation
program to provide the public with an
opportunity to comment on proposed
and continuing information collection
requirements in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)). This program
ensures that information is in the
desired format, reporting burden (time
and costs) is minimal, collection
instruments are clearly understood, and
OSHA'’s estimate of the information
collection burden is accurate. The
Occupational Safety and Health Act of
1970 (OSH Act) (29 U.S.C. 651 et seq.)
authorizes information collection by
employers as necessary or appropriate
for enforcement of the OSH Act or for
developing information regarding the
causes and prevention of occupational
injuries, illnesses, and accidents (29
U.S.C. 657). The OSH Act also requires
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that OSHA obtain such information
with minimum burden upon employers,
especially those operating small
businesses, and to reduce to the
maximum extent feasible unnecessary
duplication of effort in obtaining
information (29 U.S.C. 657).

The following sections describe who
uses the information collected under
each requirement, as well as how they
use it. The collection of information
provisions of the standard specify
affixing identification tags or markings
on rigging equipment, marking special
custom design lifting accessories, shift
inspections, periodic inspections,
developing and maintaining inspection
records, and maintaining dates and
results of certain shackle/hook load
tests.

II. Special Issues for Comment

OSHA has a particular interest in
comments on the following issues:

e Whether the proposed information
collection requirements are necessary
for the proper performance of the
agency’s functions to protect workers,
including whether the information is
useful;

e The accuracy of OSHA'’s estimate of
the burden (time and costs) of the
information collection requirements,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e The quality, utility, and clarity of
the information collected; and

e Ways to minimize the burden on
employers who must comply; for
example, by using automated or other
technological information collection,
and transmission techniques.

IIL. Proposed Actions

OSHA is requesting that OMB extend
the approval of the information
collection requirements contained in the
Standard on Rigging Equipment and
Material Handling. The agency is
requesting maintenance in the number
of burden hours for the information
collection requirements in the standard
of 49,160 hours.

OSHA will summarize the comments
submitted in response to this notice and
will include this summary in the
request to OMB to extend the approval
of the information collection
requirements.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Title: Rigging Equipment and Material
Handling Standard.

OMB Control Number: 1218-0233.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profits; Federal Government; State,
Local, or Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents: 115,829.

Number of Responses: 263,953.

Frequency of Responses: On occasion.

Average Time per Response: Varies.

Estimated Total Burden Hours:
49,160.

Estimated Cost (Operation and
Maintenance): $0.

IV. Public Participation—Submission of
Comments on This Notice and Internet
Access to Comments and Submissions

You may submit comments in
response to this document as follows:
(1) electronically at http://
www.regulations.gov, which is the
Federal eRulemaking Portal; (2) by
facsimile (fax), if your comments,
including attachments, are not longer
than 10 pages, you may fax them to the
OSHA Docket Office at (202) 693—-1648;
or (3) by hard copy. All comments,
attachments, and other material must
identify the agency name and the OSHA
docket number for the ICR (Docket No.
OSHA-2010-0038). You may
supplement electronic submissions by
uploading document files electronically.

Comments and submissions are
posted without change at http://
www.regulations.gov. Therefore, OSHA
cautions commenters about submitting
personal information such as social
security numbers and dates of birth.
Although all submissions are listed in
the http://www.regulations.gov index,
some information (e.g., copyrighted
material) is not publicly available to
read or download from this website. All
submissions, including copyrighted
material, are available for inspection
and copying at the OSHA Docket Office.
Information on using the http://
www.regulations.gov website to submit
comments and access the docket is
available at the website’s “User Tips”
link. Contact the OSHA Docket Office at
(202) 693—2350 (TTY (877) 889-5627)
for information about materials not
available from the website, and for
assistance in using the internet to locate
docket submissions.

V. Authority and Signature

James S. Frederick, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Occupational
Safety and Health, directed the
preparation of this notice. The authority
for this notice is the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3506
et seq.) and Secretary of Labor’s Order
No. 8-2020 (85 FR 58393).

Signed in Washington, DC, on August 21,
2023.

James S. Frederick,

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Occupational Safety and Health.

[FR Doc. 2023-18409 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-26-P

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION
ADMINISTRATION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection

AGENCY: National Credit Union
Administration (NCUA).

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The National Credit Union
Administration (NCUA), as part of a
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites the
general public and other Federal
agencies to comment on the following
new collection, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before October 27, 2023
to be assured consideration.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments on
the information collection to Rena Y.
Kim, National Credit Union
Administration, 1775 Duke Street, Suite
6032, Alexandria, Virginia 22314; email
at PRAComments@NCUA.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Address requests for additional
information to Rena Y. Kim at the
address above or telephone 703—-548—
2398.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

OMB Number: 3133-NEW.

Title: NCUA Speaker and Chairman
Request Forms.

Type of Review: New collection.

Abstract: The Federal Credit Union
(FCU) Act of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 1752)
established the National Credit Union
Administration (NCUA) as an
independent agency, in control of
regulating and supervising Federal
credit unions. This mission requires
coordination and collaboration with
credit unions, other Federal agencies,
and consumers to provide a safe and
sound credit union system. As part of its
collaboration efforts, the NCUA receives
requests annually for NCUA leadership
and staff to participate in speaking
engagements at various events. This
digital collection of information is
necessary to ensure an efficient and
timely process to schedule outreach and
engagement with NCUA stakeholders.
As a result of the requests received for
speaking engagements, the NCUA has
developed two forms, (1) the Speaker
Request Form and, (2) the Chairman
Request Form; and is requesting
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for a new
information collection. The forms
collect information regarding the
requested speaking engagement to
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include, the host organization, the
speaking topic, agenda, and additional
event details. The information is used to
determine if accepting the request will
further NCUA’s mission.

Affected Public: Private and Public
Sectors: NCUA Stakeholders potentially
including credit unions and credit
union organizations, other Federal and
state agencies, and consumers groups.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
152.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 1.

Estimated Total Annual Responses:
152.

Estimated Hours per Response: 0.25.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 38.

Request for Comments: Comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be summarized and included in the
request for OMB approval. All
comments will become a matter of
public record. The public is invited to
submit comments concerning: (a)
whether the collection of information is
necessary for the proper execution of
the function of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
collection of information, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of the information on the
respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

By the National Credit Union
Administration Board.

Melane Conyers-Ausbrooks,

Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 2023-18404 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7535-01-P

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Comment Request; Medical
Clearance Process for Deployment to
the Polar Regions.

AGENCY: National Science Foundation.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The National Science
Foundation (NSF) is announcing plans
to renew this collection. In accordance
with the requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, we are providing
opportunity for public comment on this
action. After obtaining and considering
public comment, NSF will prepare the
submission requesting Office of

Management and Budget (OMB)
clearance of this collection for no longer
than 3 years.

DATES: Written comments on this notice
must be received by October 27, 2023 to
be assured consideration. Comments
received after that date will be
considered to the extent practicable.
Send comments to the address below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Suzanne H. Plimpton, Reports Clearance
Officer, National Science Foundation,
2415 Eisenhower Avenue, Suite E7400,
Alexandria, Virginia 22314; telephone
(703) 292-7556; or send email to
splimpto@nsf.gov. Individuals who use
a telecommunications device for the
deaf (TDD) may call the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1—
800-877-8339, which is accessible 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year (including Federal holidays).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title of Collection: Medical Clearance
Process for Deployment to the Polar
Regions.

OMB Number: 3145-0177.

Expiration Date of Approval: October
31, 2023.

Type of Request: Revision to and
extension of approval of an information
collection.

Proposed Project: Presidential
Memorandum No. 6646 (February 5,
1982) (available from the National
Science Foundation, Office of Polar
Programs, Office 7100, 2415 Eisenhower
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22314) sets
forth the National Science Foundation’s
overall management responsibilities for
the entire United States national
program in Antarctica. Section 107(a) of
Public Law 98-373 [July 31, 1984;
amended as Public Law 101-609-
November 16, 1990] [available from the
National Science Foundation, Office of
Polar Programs, Office 7100, 2415
Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA
22314] designates the National Science
Foundation as the lead agency
responsible for implementing Arctic
research policy, and the Director of the
National Science Foundation shall
ensure that the requirements of section
108 are fulfilled.

NSF Form 1700, Medical Clearance
Process for Deployment to the Polar
Regions furnishes information to the
NSF regarding the physical, mental, and
dental health status for all individuals
(except DoD-uniformed service
personnel) who anticipate deploying to
Antarctica under the auspices of the
United States Antarctic Program or to
certain regions of the Arctic sponsored
by the NSF/GEO/Office of Polar
Programs. The information is used to
determine whether an individual is

physically and mentally suited to
endure the extreme hardships imposed
by the Arctic and Antarctic continents,
while also performing specific duties as
specified by their employers.

Respondents: All non-DoD uniformed
personnel planning to deploy to U.S.
stations in the Antarctic or to specified
regions of the Arctic that are sponsored
by the National Science Foundation’s
Office of Polar Programs.

The number of annual respondents:
3,500 to the Antarctic and 150 to the
Arctic.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 36,500 hours.

Frequency of Responses: This form is
submitted upon an individual’s first
deployment to Antarctica (below 60°
South) or to specified regions of the
Arctic and annually thereafter for the
duration of the individual’s
deployments.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Suzanne H. Plimpton,

Reports Clearance Officer, National Science
Foundation.

[FR Doc. 2023-18516 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[NRC-2023-0001]
Sunshine Act Meetings

TIME AND DATE: Weeks of August 28,
September 4, 11, 18, 25, October 2,
2023. The schedule for Commission
meetings is subject to change on short
notice. The NRC Commission Meeting
Schedule can be found on the internet
at: https://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/
public-meetings/schedule.html.

PLACE: The NRC provides reasonable
accommodation to individuals with
disabilities where appropriate. If you
need a reasonable accommodation to
participate in these public meetings or
need this meeting notice or the
transcript or other information from the
public meetings in another format (e.g.,
braille, large print), please notify Anne
Silk, NRC Disability Program Specialist,
at 301-287-0745, by videophone at
240-428-3217, or by email at
Anne.Silk@nrc.gov. Determinations on
requests for reasonable accommodation
will be made on a case-by-case basis.
STATUS: Public and closed.

Members of the public may request to
receive the information in these notices
electronically. If you would like to be
added to the distribution, please contact
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Office of the Secretary, Washington, DC
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20555, at 301-415-1969, or by email at
Wendy.Moore@nrc.gov.
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

Week of August 28, 2023

There are no meetings scheduled for
the week of August 28, 2023.

Week of September 4, 2023—Tentative

There are no meetings scheduled for
the week of September 4, 2023.

Week of September 11, 2023—Tentative

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

10:00 a.m. All Employees Meeting
(Public Meeting), (Contact: Anthony
de Jesus: 301-287-9219; Adrienne
Brown: 301-415-3764)

Additional Information: The meeting
will be held in the Two White Flint
North auditorium, 11555 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland. The public is
invited to attend the Commission’s
meeting live by webcast at the Web
address—https://video.nrc.gov/.

Thursday, September 14, 2023
10:00 a.m. Briefing on NRC

International Activities (Closed—
Ex.1&9)

Week of September 18, 2023—Tentative

There are no meetings scheduled for
the week of September 18, 2023.

Week of September 25, 2023—Tentative

There are no meetings scheduled for
the week of September 25, 2023.

Week of October 2, 2023—Tentative

There are no meetings scheduled for
the week of October 2, 2023.
CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
For more information or to verify the
status of meetings, contact Wesley Held
at 301-287-3591 or via email at
Wesley.Held@nrc.gov.

The NRC is holding the meetings
under the authority of the Government
in the Sunshine Act, 5 U.S.C. 552b.

Dated: August 24, 2023.
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Monika G. Coflin,

Technical Coordinator, Office of the
Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2023-18610 Filed 8—24-23; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

PUBLIC BUILDINGS REFORM BOARD

Notice of Public Meeting by the Public
Buildings Reform Board

AGENCY: Public Buildings Reform Board.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: As provided by the Federal
Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016

(FASTA), the Public Buildings Reform
Board (PBRB) is holding its eighth
public meeting. At this meeting, the
Board will discuss the progress of past
rounds and well as plans for the second
round to be submitted in late 2024.

DATES: The meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, September 28, 2023 from 11
a.m. to 12 noon (eastern daylight time).

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the JLL offices at 2020 K St. NW,
Washington, DC 20006. Registration for
the meeting is required: https://
forms.gle/DoXvky7Br5XxErVHS.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
Walden, PBRB, at (202) 716—8165, or
questions and comments can be
forwarded to the PBRB Team by email
at fastainfo@pbrb.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background: FASTA created the
PBRB as an independent Board to
identify opportunities for the Federal
government to significantly reduce its
inventory of civilian real property and
thereby reduce costs. The Board is
directed, within 6 months of its
formation, to recommend to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) the
sale of not fewer than five properties not
on the list of surplus or excess with a
fair market value of not less than $500
million and not more than $750 million.
In two subsequent rounds over a five-
year period, the Board is responsible for
making recommendations for other
sales, consolidations, property disposals
or redevelopment of up to $7.25 billion.

Format and Registration: The format
for the meeting will be panel
discussions with appropriate time
allowed for a Q&A segment. Interested
participants must register for the public
meeting via this link: https://forms.gle/
DoXvky7Br5XxErVHS.

Individuals wishing to attend who
require special assistance or
accommodations must contact the PBRB
Team at fastainfo@pbrb.gov at least 12
days prior to the event.

Portions of the meeting may be held
in executive session if the Board is
considering issues involving classified
or proprietary information.

A transcript of the public meeting will
be uploaded to pbrb.gov shortly after the
session. If you have any additional
questions, please email fastainfo@
pbrb.gov.

Authority: Public Law 114-287, 130
Stat 1463.

Paul Walden,

Executive Director, Federal Register Liaison,
Public Buildings Reform Board.

[FR Doc. 2023-17586 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY
CORPORATION

Submission of Information Collection
for OMB Review; Comment Request;
Generic Clearance for the Collection of
Qualitative and Quantitative Feedback
on Agency Service Delivery

AGENCY: Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.

ACTION: Notice of request for extension
of OMB approval.

SUMMARY: The Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation is requesting that the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB)
extend approval, under the Paperwork
Reduction Act, of the collection of
information on qualitative and
quantitative feedback on PBGC’s service
delivery (OMB Control Number 1212-
0066; expires October 31, 2023). This
notice informs the public of PBGC’s
request and solicits comments on the
proposed information collection. This
collection of information was developed
as part of a Federal Government-wide
effort to streamline the process for
seeking feedback from the public on
service delivery.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 27, 2023 to be
assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function. All comments received
will be posted without change to
PBGC’s website, http://www.pbgc.gov,
including any personal information
provided. Do not submit comments that
include any personally identifiable
information or confidential business
information.

A copy of the request will be posted
on PBGC'’s website at https://
www.pbgc.gov/prac/laws-and-
regulation/federal-register-notices-open-
for-comment. It may also be obtained
without charge by writing to the
Disclosure Division, disclosure@
pbgc.gov, Office of the General Counsel
of PBGC, 445 12th Street SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2101; or, calling
202—229-4040 during normal business
hours. If you are deaf or hard of hearing
or have a speech disability, please dial
7—1-1 to access telecommunications
relay services.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Riftkin (rifkin.melissa@
pbgc.gov), Attorney, Regulatory Affairs
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Division, Office of the General Counsel,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC
20024-2101; 202—-229-6563. (If you are
deaf or hard of hearing, or have a speech
disability, please dial 7—1-1 to access
telecommunications relay services.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
information collection activity will
gather qualitative and quantitative
customer and stakeholder feedback in
an efficient, timely manner, in
accordance with PBGC’s commitment to
improving service delivery. By
qualitative feedback we mean
information that provides useful
insights on the public’s perceptions and
opinions. By quantitative feedback we
mean numeric scores evaluating PBGC
services and customer satisfaction using
the American Customer Satisfaction
Index (ACSI) methodology. This
feedback provides insights into
customer or stakeholder perceptions,
experiences and expectations, provides
early warnings of issues with service,
and focuses attention on areas where
changes in PBGC’s communication with
the public, in training of staff, or in
operations might improve the delivery
of products or services. These
collections will allow for ongoing,
collaborative and actionable
communications between PBGC and its
customers and stakeholders. These
collections also allow feedback to
contribute directly to the improvement
of program management.

The solicitation of feedback targets
areas such as: timeliness,
appropriateness, accuracy of
information, courtesy, efficiency of
service delivery, and resolution of
issues with service delivery. Responses
will be assessed to plan and inform
efforts to improve or maintain the
quality of service offered to the public.
If this information were not collected,
vital feedback from customers and
stakeholders on PBGC’s services would
be unavailable.

PBGC only submits a collection for
approval under this generic clearance if
it meets the following conditions:

e The collections are voluntary;

¢ The collections are low-burden for
respondents (based on considerations of
total burden hours, total number of
respondents, or burden-hours per
respondent) and are low-cost for both
the respondents and the Federal
Government;

e The collections are non-
controversial and do not raise issues of
concern to other Federal agencies;

¢ Any collection is targeted to the
solicitation of opinions from
respondents who have experience with

the program or may have experience
with the program in the near future;

e Personally identifiable information
(PII) is collected only to the extent
necessary and is not retained;

e Except for information that will be
included in PBGC’s annual report,
information gathered will be used only
internally for general service
improvement and program management
purposes and is not intended for release
outside of the agency;

e Information gathered will not be
used for the purpose of substantially
informing influential policy decisions;
and

¢ Information from qualitative
surveys gathered will yield qualitative
results; the collections will not be
designed or expected to yield
statistically reliable results or be used as
though the results are generalizable to
the population of interest;

¢ Information from quantitative
surveys will be based on statistical
methods and will yield quantitative
results, such as satisfaction scores that
can be generalized to the population.

As a general matter, these information
collections will not result in any new
system of records containing privacy
information and will not ask questions
of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs,
and other matters that are commonly
considered private.

Annually, over the next three years,
PBGC estimates that it will conduct
three activities involving about 2,430
respondents, each of whom will provide
one response. The number of
respondents will vary by activity: 80 for
usability testing, 50 for focus groups (5
groups of 10 respondents), and 2,300 for
customer satisfaction surveys.

PBGC estimates the annual burden of
this collection of information as 755
hours: one hour per response for
usability testing (total 80 hours); 2 hours
per response for focus groups (total 100
hours); and 15 minutes per response for
customer satisfaction surveys (total 575
hours). No cost burden to the public is
anticipated.

The existing collection of information
was approved under OMB control
number 1212-0066 (expires October 31,
2023). On May 16, 2023, PBGC
published in the Federal Register a
notice at 88 FR 31289 informing the
public of its intent to request an
extension of this collection of
information and solicited public
comment. No comments were received.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor,
and a person is not required to respond
to, a collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Issued in Washington, DC.
Stephanie Cibinic,
Deputy Assistant General Counsel for
Regulatory Affairs, Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.

[FR Doc. 2023-18458 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 7709-02-P

POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION

[Docket Nos. MC2023-235 and CP2023-238;
MC2023-236 and CP2023-239; MC2023-238
and CP2023-241]

New Postal Products

AGENCY: Postal Regulatory Commission.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commission is noticing a
recent Postal Service filing for the
Commission’s consideration concerning
a negotiated service agreement. This
notice informs the public of the filing,
invites public comment, and takes other
administrative steps.

DATES: Comments are due: August 29,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments
electronically via the Commission’s
Filing Online system at http://
www.prc.gov. Those who cannot submit
comments electronically should contact
the person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section by
telephone for advice on filing
alternatives.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David A. Trissell, General Counsel, at
202-789-6820.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Table of Contents

I. Introduction
II. Docketed Proceeding(s)

1. Introduction

The Commission gives notice that the
Postal Service filed request(s) for the
Commission to consider matters related
to negotiated service agreement(s). The
request(s) may propose the addition or
removal of a negotiated service
agreement from the Market Dominant or
the Competitive product list, or the
modification of an existing product
currently appearing on the Market
Dominant or the Competitive product
list.

Section II identifies the docket
number(s) associated with each Postal
Service request, the title of each Postal
Service request, the request’s acceptance
date, and the authority cited by the
Postal Service for each request. For each
request, the Commission appoints an
officer of the Commission to represent
the interests of the general public in the
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proceeding, pursuant to 39 U.S.C. 505
(Public Representative). Section II also
establishes comment deadline(s)
pertaining to each request.

The public portions of the Postal
Service’s request(s) can be accessed via
the Commission’s website (http://
www.prc.gov). Non-public portions of
the Postal Service’s request(s), if any,
can be accessed through compliance
with the requirements of 39 CFR
3011.301.1

The Commission invites comments on
whether the Postal Service’s request(s)
in the captioned docket(s) are consistent
with the policies of title 39. For
request(s) that the Postal Service states
concern Market Dominant product(s),
applicable statutory and regulatory
requirements include 39 U.S.C. 3622, 39
U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR part 3030, and 39
CFR part 3040, subpart B. For request(s)
that the Postal Service states concern
Competitive product(s), applicable
statutory and regulatory requirements
include 39 U.S.C. 3632, 39 U.S.C. 3633,
39 U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR part 3035, and
39 CFR part 3040, subpart B. Comment
deadline(s) for each request appear in
section I

II. Docketed Proceeding(s)

1. Docket No(s).: MC2023-235 and
CP2023-238; Filing Title: USPS Request
to Add Priority Mail Express, Priority
Mail & USPS Ground Advantage
Contract 5 to Competitive Product List
and Notice of Filing Materials Under
Seal; Filing Acceptance Date: August 21,
2023; Filing Authority: 39 U.S.C. 3642,
39 CFR 3040.130 through 3040.135, and
39 CFR 3035.105; Public Representative:
Jennaca D. Upperman; Comments Due:
August 29, 2023.

2. Docket No(s).: MC2023-236 and
CP2023-239; Filing Title: USPS Request
to Add Priority Mail & USPS Ground
Advantage Contract 31 to Competitive
Product List and Notice of Filing
Materials Under Seal; Filing Acceptance
Date: August 21, 2023; Filing Authority:
39 U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR 3040.130
through 3040.135, and 39 CFR 3035.105;
Public Representative: Kenneth R.
Moeller; Comments Due: August 29,
2023.

3. Docket No(s).: MC2023-238 and
CP2023-241; Filing Title: USPS Request
to Add USPS Ground Advantage
Contract 2 to Competitive Product List
and Notice of Filing Materials Under
Seal; Filing Acceptance Date: August 21,
2023; Filing Authority: 39 U.S.C. 3642,
39 CFR 3040.130 through 3040.135, and

1 See Docket No. RM2018-3, Order Adopting
Final Rules Relating to Non-Public Information,
June 27, 2018, Attachment A at 19-22 (Order No.
4679).

39 CFR 3035.105; Public Representative:
Kenneth R. Moeller; Comments Due:
August 29, 2023,

This Notice will be published in the
Federal Register.

Erica A. Barker,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2023-18473 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 7710-FW-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-98197; File No. SR—
NYSEAMER-2023-41]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; NYSE
American LLC; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Change To Modify Rule 928NYP

August 22, 2023.

Pursuant to section 19(b)(1) ? of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”) 2 and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,3
notice is hereby given that, on August
17, 2023, NYSE American LLC (“NYSE
American” or “Exchange”) filed with
the Securities and Exchange
Commission (“Commission’’) the
proposed rule change as described in
Items I and II below, which Items have
been prepared by the self-regulatory
organization. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to modify
Rule 928NYP (Pre-Trade and Activity-
Based Risk Controls) to allow certain
order types to be excluded from the
Activity-Based Risk Controls. The
proposed rule change is available on the
Exchange’s website at www.nyse.com, at
the principal office of the Exchange, and
at the Commission’s Public Reference
Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included
statements concerning the purpose of,
and basis for, the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of those statements may be examined at
the places specified in Item IV below.

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

215 U.S.C. 78a.
317 CFR 240.19b—4.

The Exchange has prepared summaries,
set forth in sections A, B, and C below,
of the most significant parts of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to modify
Rule 928NYP (Pre-Trade and Activity-
Based Risk Controls) to allow certain
order types to be excluded from the
Activity-Based Risk Controls.4
Specifically, the Exchange proposes to
allow ATP Holders ? the ability to
exclude orders marked as GTX ¢ from
counting towards the limits established
by the Activity-Based Risk Controls and
to exclude GTX orders from cancellation
when an Activity-Based Risk Limit is
breached.” The Exchange notes that a
substantively similar change was
recently adopted on its affiliated
exchange, NYSE Arca, Inc. (“NYSE
Arca”’) and therefore this proposal raises
no new or novel issues not previously
considered by the Commission.8

The Exchange offers ATP Holders the
option of utilizing Activity-Based Risk
Controls to assist ATP Holders in
managing risk related to submitting
orders during periods of increased and
significant trading activity.® ATP

4 The Exchange notes that this proposed change
modifies a Pillar rule (i.e., with a “P”’ modifier) that
has not yet been implemented. The Exchange
anticipates migrating to its Pillar trading platform
beginning on October 23, 2023. As is the case with
all Pillar rules, this proposed rule change (as well
as the entire Rule 928NYP) will not be implemented
until all other Pillar-related rule filings are
approved or operative, as applicable, and the
Exchange announces the migration of underlying
symbols to Pillar by Trader Update.

5 An ATP Holder is a natural person, sole
proprietorship, partnership, corporation, limited
liability company or other organization, in good
standing, which has been issued an ATP, and
references to ‘“member”, and ‘“member
organization” as those terms are used in the Rules
of the Exchange should be deemed to be references
to ATP Holders. See Rule 900.2NY. An ATP is an
American Trading Permit issued by the Exchange
for effecting approved securities transactions on the
Exchange’s Trading Facilities. See id. The Exchange
notes that an ATP may be acting as a Specialist,
which market participant is subject to heightened
requirements. See, e.g., Rule 925.1NYP(b), (c).

6 See infra note 17 (for description of orders
marked as GTX).

7 See proposed Rules 928NYP(c)(2)(B) and
(©)(2)(C)(iii).

8 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 98038
(August 1, 2023), 88 FR 52231 (Augst 7, 2023) (SR-
NYSEARCA—-2023-49) (immediately effective rule
change to allow market participants to exclude
orders marked as GTX from the Activity-Based Risk
Controls, per Rule 6.40P-0).

9 See Rule 928NYP(a)(3)(A)—(C) (describing the
three potential Activity-Based Risk Controls:
Transaction-Based Risk Limit; Volume-Based Risk
Limit; and Percentage-Based Risk Limit).
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Holders acting as Specialist must apply
one of the Activity-Based Risk Controls
to all of its orders and quotes, whereas
an ATP Holder not acting as a Specialist
may, but is not required to, apply one
of the Activity-Based Risk Controls to its
orders.'® To determine when an
Activity-Based Risk Control has been
breached, the Exchange will maintain a
Trade Counter that will be incremented
every time an order (or quote) trades,
including any leg of a Complex Order,
and will aggregate the number of
contracts traded during each such
execution.!* When designating one of
the three Activity-Based Risk Controls,
an ATP Holder must indicate the action
that it would like the Exchange to take
if an Activity-Based Risk Limit is
exceeded.12 Currently, the Exchange
affords ATP Holders the ability to
exclude certain orders from being
considered by a Trade Counter.13 The
order types that an ATP Holder may opt
to exclude are orders designated as I0C
or FOK, which order types are designed
to cancel if not executed on arrival.’4 In
addition, the Exchange exempts certain
orders from being cancelled or
blocked—specifically Auction-Only
orders (submitted solely for the purpose
of being executed in an opening
auction) and GTC Orders, which by
their terms are meant to eventually
execute unless specifically cancelled by
the order-sender.15

The Exchange proposes to modify
Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(B) to add GTX to the
order types that may be excluded by
Trade Counters in tracking Activity-
Based Risk Controls.16 In addition, for
ATP Holders that select the automated
breach action of “Cancel and Block,”
the Exchange proposes to modify Rule
928NYP(c)(2)(C)(iii) to provide ATP
Holders the option of instructing the
Exchange not to cancel unexecuted GTX
orders in the event of a breach.1”

An order marked GTX, such as a GTX
order submitted in response to a CUBE
Order (“CUBE GTX”) or a COA GTX
Order submitted in response to a
Complex Order Auction (or COA), will

10 See Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(A).

11 See Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(B).

12 See Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(C) (describing the
potential automated breach actions of Notification
Only, Block Only, and Cancel and Block).

13 See Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(B).

14 See id. See also Rule 900.3NYP(b)(2) (IOC) and
(3) (FOK).

15 See Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(C)(iii).

16 See proposed Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(B) (providing,
in relevant part, that an ATP Holder “may opt to
exclude any orders designated IOC, FOK, or GTX
from being considered by a Trade Counter.”)

17 See proposed Rule 928NYP(c)(2)(C)(iii)
(providing, in relevant part, that an ATP Holder
“may opt to exclude orders designated as GTX from
being cancelled.”).

cancel after executing to the extent
possible with a CUBE Order, or a COA
Order in a Complex Order Auction, as
applicable (collectively, “GTX
orders”).18 As such, GTX orders are
never ranked (as resting interest) in the
Consolidated Book. Because GTX orders
are submitted for the sole purposes of
executing (to the extent possible) with
either a CUBE Order or a COA Order
before cancelling, the Exchange believes
providing ATP Holders the option of
exempting these orders from the
Activity-Based Risk Controls would
enable these ATP Holders to exclude
GTX orders from being counted and
avoid potentially triggering their risk
settings (prematurely), resulting in the
cancellation of open orders. Likewise,
the Exchange believes that allowing
ATP Holders to instruct the Exchange
not to cancel any unexecuted GTX
orders if their risk setting is breached
would likewise afford such ATP
Holders additional flexibility. This
proposed handling of GTX orders is
consistent with how the Exchange
currently handles GTX orders per (pre-
Pillar) Commentary .01 to Rule 928NY
(Risk Limitation Mechanism).19

The Exchange believes that providing
ATP Holders this additional flexibility
may encourage more ATP Holders to
utilize the risk settings, which benefits
all market participants. The Exchange
also believes that the proposed change
would result in risk settings that may be
better calibrated to suit the needs of
certain ATP Holders (i.e., those that
routinely utilize GTX orders) and
should encourage ATP Holders to direct
additional order flow and liquidity to
the Exchange.

18 Per Rule 971.1NYP regarding Single-Leg CUBE
Auctions, an ATP Holder may respond to a CUBE
Auction (““Auction”) with an order marked as GTX,
which order is not displayed and which must be
entered during the Response Time Interval of the
Auction and may include an AuctionID to specify
the CUBE Order with which it would like to trade.
See Rule 971.1NYP(c)(1)(C)(i). A CUBE GTX Order
will cancel after executing with the CUBE Order to
the extent possible. Similarly, per Rule
980NYP(b)(2), an ATP Holder may designate an
Electronic Complex Order (or ECO) as GTX. A
“COA GTX Order” is an order sent in response to
a Complex Order Auction (or COA), which order is
not displayed and which must be entered during
the Response Time Interval of a COA. The COA
GTX Order will cancel after executing with the
COA Order to the extent possible. See Rule
980NYP(b)(2)(C). The Exchange notes that NYSE
Arca does not offer the CUBE Auction or CUBE
GTX Orders.

19 See (pre-Pillar) Rule 928NY, Commentary .01
(providing, in relevant part, that upon the triggering
of an established risk limit, the Exchange would
cancel all open orders and quotes in the affected
series but would exclude from such cancellation
any “orders entered in response to an electronic
auction that are valid only for the duration of the
auction (‘GTX’)”, which includes CUBE GTX
Orders and COA GTX Orders).

Implementation

This proposed change modifies a
Pillar rule (i.e., with a “P”” modifier). As
is the case with all Pillar rules, this
proposed rule change (as well as the
entire Rule 928NYP) will not be
implemented until all other Pillar-
related rule filings are approved or
operative, as applicable, and the
Exchange announces the migration of
underlying symbols to Pillar by Trader
Update.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that its
proposal is consistent with section 6(b)
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(the “Act”),20 in general, and furthers
the objectives of section 6(b)(5) of the
Act,?1 in particular, in that it is designed
to prevent fraudulent and manipulative
acts and practices, to promote just and
equitable principles of trade, to foster
cooperation and coordination with
persons engaged in regulating, clearing,
settling, processing information with
respect to, and facilitating transactions
in securities, to remove impediments to
and perfect the mechanism of a free and
open market and a national market
system and, in general, to protect
investors and the public interest.

The Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change removes
impediments to and perfects the
mechanism of a free and open market by
providing ATP Holders greater control
and flexibility over setting their risk
tolerance, which may enhance the
efficacy of the risk settings. Orders
marked GTX, including CUBE GTX
Orders and COA GTX Orders, will
cancel after executing to the extent
possible with a COA Order as part of a
Complex Order Auction. As such, GTX
orders are never ranked (as resting
interest) in the Consolidated Book. The
Exchange believes that certain market
participants utilize GTX orders to access
liquidity on the Exchange. Thus, the
proposed change is designed to
accommodate participants that utilize
GTX orders in this manner by enabling
them to exclude GTX orders from being
counted and avoid potentially triggering
their risk settings (prematurely),
resulting in the cancellation of open
orders. In addition, allowing ATP
Holders the option to exclude
unexecuted GTX orders from being
cancelled in the event of a breach would
allow ATP Holders to utilize this order
type without fear of such orders being
cancelled before having the opportunity
to trade in a Complex Order Auction. As
noted herein, this proposed handling of

2015 U.S.C. 78f(b).
2115 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).
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GTX orders (i.e., excluding such orders
from cancellation upon triggering of a
risk setting) is consistent with how the
Exchange currently handles GTX orders
per (pre-Pillar) Commentary .01 to Rule
928NY (Risk Limitation Mechanism).
The Exchange believes that providing
ATP Holders this additional flexibility
may encourage more ATP Holders to
utilize the risk settings, which benefits
all market participants. Further, the
proposed change would promote just
and equitable principles of trade
because it would result in risk settings
that may be better calibrated to suit the
needs of certain ATP Holders (i.e., those
that routinely utilize GTX orders) and
should encourage ATP Holders to direct
additional order flow and liquidity to
the Exchange. To the extent additional
order flow is submitted to the Exchange
as a result of the proposed change, all
market participants stand to benefit
from increased trading. The Exchange
notes that an ATP Holder has the option
of utilizing risk settings for all orders
submitted to the Exchange and, as
proposed, would have the additional
option of excluding from these risk
settings any GTX orders in a given

options class submitted to the Exchange.

This proposed change, which was
specifically requested by some ATP
Holders, would foster cooperation and
coordination with persons engaged in
regulating, clearing, settling, and
processing information with respect to,
and facilitating transactions in,
securities as it will be available to all
ATP Holders and may encourage more
ATP Holders to utilize this enhanced
functionality to the benefit of all market
participants.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. The
Exchange is proposing a market
enhancement that would provide ATP
Holders with greater control and
flexibility over setting their risk
tolerance and, potentially, more
protection over risk exposure. The
proposal is structured to offer the same
enhancement to all ATP Holders and
would not impose a competitive burden
on any participant. The Exchange does
not believe that the proposed
enhancement to the existing Activity-
Based Risk Controls would impose a
burden on competing options
exchanges. Rather, the availability of
these controls may foster more
competition. Specifically, the Exchange
notes that it operates in a highly

competitive market in which market
participants can readily favor competing
venues. When an exchange offers
enhanced functionality that
distinguishes it from the competition
and participants find it useful, it has
been the Exchange’s experience that
competing exchanges will move to
adopt similar functionality. Thus, the
Exchange believes that this type of
competition amongst exchanges is
beneficial to the marketplace as a whole
as it can result in enhanced processes,
functionality, and technologies.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

I1I. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Because the foregoing proposed rule
change does not: (i) significantly affect
the protection of investors or the public
interest; (ii) impose any significant
burden on competition; and (iii) become
operative for 30 days from the date on
which it was filed, or such shorter time
as the Commission may designate, it has
become effective pursuant to section
19(b)(3)(A)(iii) of the Act22 and
subparagraph (f)(6) of Rule 19b—4
thereunder.23

At any time within 60 days of the
filing of such proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

2215 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(iii).

2317 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6). In addition, Rule 19b—
4(f)(6) requires the Exchange to give the
Commission written notice of its intent to file the
proposed rule change, along with a brief description
and text of the proposed rule change, at least five
business days prior to the date of filing of the
proposed rule change, or such shorter time as
designated by the Commission. The Exchange has
satisfied this requirement.

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
NYSEAMER-2023—-41 on the subject
line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-NYSEAMER-2023—-41. This
file number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for website viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549 on official
business days between the hours of 10
a.m. and 3 p.m. Copies of the filing also
will be available for inspection and
copying at the principal office of the
Exchange. Do not include personal
identifiable information in submissions;
you should submit only information
that you wish to make available
publicly. We may redact in part or
withhold entirely from publication
submitted material that is obscene or
subject to copyright protection. All
submissions should refer to file number
SR-NYSEAMER-2023—41 and should
be submitted on or before September 18,
2023.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.24

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2023-18430 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

2417 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-98200; File No. SR-ICC-
2023-013]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; ICE
Clear Credit LLC; Notice of Filing of
Proposed Rule Change Relating to

ICC’s Treasury Operations Policies
and Procedures

August 22, 2023.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and
Rule 19b—4,2 notice is hereby given that
on August 15, 2023, ICE Clear Credit
LLC (“ICC”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission the proposed
rule change as described in Items I, II
and III below, which Items have been
primarily prepared by ICC. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Clearing Agency’s Statement of the
Terms of Substance of the Proposed
Rule Change

The principal purpose of the
proposed rule change is to revise the
ICC Treasury Operations Policies and
Procedures (‘‘Treasury Policy”). These
revisions do not require any changes to
the ICC Clearing Rules (the “Rules”).

II. Clearing Agency’s Statement of the
Purpose of, and Statutory Basis for, the
Proposed Rule Change

In its filing with the Commission, ICC
included statements concerning the
purpose of and basis for the proposed
rule change, security-based swap
submission, or advance notice and
discussed any comments it received on
the proposed rule change, security-
based swap submission, or advance
notice. The text of these statements may
be examined at the places specified in
Item IV below. ICC has prepared
summaries, set forth in sections (A), (B),
and (C) below, of the most significant
aspects of these statements.

(A) Clearing Agency’s Statement of the
Purpose of, and Statutory Basis for, the
Proposed Rule Change

(a) Purpose

ICC proposes to revise its Treasury
Policy. The purpose of the Treasury
Policy is to articulate the policies and
procedures used to support the ICC
Treasury Department, which is
responsible for daily cash and collateral
management of margin and guaranty
fund assets, including Client-Related
Initial Margin assets. The proposed

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

changes consist of clarifications and
updates with respect to collateral asset
haircuts, and additional details on ICC’s
foreign exchange conversion methods
should British pound sterling (“GBP”’)
cash need to be converted to another
currency in the context of a Clearing
Participant default. ICC believes that
such revisions will facilitate the prompt
and accurate clearance and settlement of
securities transactions and derivative
agreements, contracts, and transactions
for which it is responsible. ICC proposes
to make such changes effective
following Commission approval of the
proposed rule change. The proposed
revisions are described in detail as
follows.

ICC proposes to revise the ‘Collateral
Valuation’ section of the Treasury
Policy 3 to clarify the description of
ICC’s collateral valuation process across
all collateral types. The ICC collateral
valuation process is based on accurately
and effectively pricing the assets posted
as collateral and appropriately
haircutting the assets for their native
market risks (i.e., the risk of a decrease
in value of the asset posted as collateral)
as well as related cross-currency risk
(i.e., the risk of the change in value of
one currency as compared to the value
of another currency) when the collateral
is to be used to cover an obligation
denominated in a different currency. All
such proposed changes are non-material
and clarifying, except for the haircut
process for GBP cash posted as Client-
Related Initial Margin ¢ used to cover a
Euro denominated product requirement.
Currently, with respect to GBP cash
used to cover a Euro denominated
product requirement, ICC first converts
the GBP cash value to its USD value.
The USD value is haircut at the GBP
currency haircut. Then, the EUR
denominated product requirement is
converted to the USD value. The
resulting USD requirement is grossed up
by the EUR currency haircut. The effect
of the current approach is to haircut
GBP cash margin twice, which ICC
believes is unnecessary as a matter of
risk management and inefficient.5
Under the proposed changes, the value

3 Treasury Policy section V.B.2.

4GBP cash currently is only accepted as Client-
Related Initial Margin (a/k/a “Client Margin”). GBP
cash collateral is not accepted by ICC with respect
to (i) House Margin (i.e., margin posted by an ICC
Clearing Participant to support their proprietary
positions cleared at ICC) or (ii) General Guaranty
Fund contributions.

5ICC recently completed a system change to
modify its clearing system business logic so that it
is no longer necessary from a systems standpoint for
GBP cash posted to cover a EUR denominated to be
subjected to two currency haircuts. Due to the
completed system change, ICC is now in the
position to propose this rule change to eliminate the
inefficient double haircut.

of GBP cash posted to cover a Euro
denominated obligation will no longer
be subjected to two currency haircuts.
Rather, GBP cash posted to cover a Euro
obligation, will first be converted to its
Euro value and then haircut to capture
the potential foreign exchange risk
between GBP and Euro. ICC believes the
proposed revised treatment of GBP cash
posted to cover a Euro obligation is
more efficient while still maintaining
ICC’s conservative collateral valuation
practices.

Along with this specific change for
GBP cash, relevant language in the
Collateral Valuation section is being
clarified and simplified to apply
generally without need to refer to
specific currencies. Thus, consistent
with the above, the revised section
would state generally that cash posted
in one currency to cover an obligation
denominated in another currency is first
converted to its value in the currency of
the obligation, and then haircut to
capture the potential foreign exchange
risk. References to specific currencies
(which note for example that Euro and
GBP cash used to cover a USD
denominated product requirement are
first converted to USD value and then
the USD value is haircut) would be
removed as they are unnecessary.
Similarly, the revised section would
state generally that cash posted to cover
an obligation in the same currency will
not be subject to a haircut, rather than
include multiple currency specific
statements to the same effect. ICC also
is proposing non-material drafting
changes to the description of the
valuation process for collateral posted
in the form of U.S. Treasuries. ICC is not
proposing in those amendments to
change the currencies that are currently
accepted as margin or collateral.

Also, ICC proposes the addition of
Section III.G., “Non-Committed FX
Facility” to the Treasury Policy. Such
proposed section would reflect that ICC
has access to non-committed foreign
exchange facilities with a diverse set of
commercial counterparties. Such
facilities may be used to convert one
currency to another for same day
settlement, on a non-committed basis.
Such section would provide additional
details with respect to Client-Related
Initial Margin posted by Clearing
Participants in GBP cash. The
amendments would note that the
circumstances where ICC would need to
convert such GBP cash collateral to
another currency are very narrow (as no
ICC contracts are settled in GBP, and
GBP would not be needed for daily
settlement). In addition, such section
would be amended to further note that
as ICC accepts GBP cash collateral only
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with respect to Client-Related Initial
Margin, and that use of Client-Related
Initial Margin by ICC in the context of
a Clearing Participant default is very
limited, the circumstances where ICC
would need to covert GBP cash
collateral into another currency is
further limited. However, if the narrow
circumstances did arise and ICC needed
to convert GBP cash collateral to either
USD or EUR in the context of a Clearing
Participant default, ICC would use one
of its existing non-committed foreign
exchange arrangements to convert the
GBP into the applicable currency.

Certain other typographical and
similar non-substantive corrections are
made throughout the Treasury Policy,
including references to “haircuts.”
Lastly, ICC proposes amending
Appendix X., Revision History, to
reflect the changes and approvals of the
Treasury Policy.

(b) Statutory Basis

Section 17A(b)(3)(F) of the Act®
requires, among other things, that the
rules of a clearing agency be designed to
promote the prompt and accurate
clearance and settlement of securities
transactions, and to the extent
applicable, derivative agreements,
contracts and transactions; to assure the
safeguarding of securities and funds
which are in the custody or control of
the clearing agency or for which it is
responsible; and to protect investors and
the public interest. ICC believes that the
proposed rule change is consistent with
the requirements of the Act and the
rules and regulations thereunder
applicable to ICC, in particular, Section
17(A)(b)(3)(F),” because ICC believes
that the proposed rule change will
promote the prompt and accurate
clearance and settlement of securities
transactions, derivatives agreements,
contracts, and transactions, and
contribute to the safeguarding of
securities and funds associated with
security-based swap transactions in
ICC’s custody or control, or for which
ICC is responsible. As described above,
the proposed rule change would make
certain clarifications and updates to the
Treasury Policy, in particular to avoid
an unnecessary double haircut that
currently applies to GBP cash posted to
cover a Euro denominated obligation,
which may currently disadvantage those
customers of Clearing Participants that
post such cash. The amendments would
simplify and clarify the description of
cross-currency haircuts generally,
without need for references to specific
currencies. The proposed updates

615 U.S.C. 78q-1(b)(3)(F).
71d.

would also add additional details on
ICC’s non-committed foreign exchange
facilities, which would be used, among
other purposes, if necessary to convert
GBP cash posted as Client-Related
Initial Margin to cover Euro or USD
obligations. Taken together, the
amendments promote overall clarity in
the Treasury Policy regarding foreign
exchange conversion and the cross-
currency haircut process. The proposed
updates thus ensure that the
documentation of ICC’s Treasury Policy
remains up-to-date, transparent, and
focused on clearly articulating the
policies and procedures used to support
ICC’s treasury functions, which
promotes the prompt and accurate
clearance and settlement of securities
transactions, derivatives agreements,
contracts, and transactions, contributes
to the safeguarding of securities and
funds which are in the custody or
control of ICC or for which it is
responsible, and generally promotes the
protection of investors and the public
interest. As such, the proposed rule
changes are consistent with the
requirements of Section 17A(b)(3)(F) of
the Act.®

Rule 17Ad-22(e)(5) ? requires each
covered clearing agency to “establish,
implement, maintain, and enforce
written policies and procedures
reasonably designed to, as applicable
. . . [llimit the assets it accepts as
collateral to those with low credit,
liquidity, and market risks, and set and
enforce appropriately conservative
haircuts and concentration limits if [it]
requires collateral to manage its or its
participants’ credit exposure. . . .” As
described above, ICC accounts for the
risk associated with fluctuations in the
value of collateral assets by applying
haircuts under the Treasury Policy. The
amendments would revise the cross-
currency haircut applicable to GBP cash
posted to cover Euro obligations to
eliminate an unnecessary double
haircut. ICC believes the amendments
would result in a more efficient, yet
appropriately conservative, haircut level
for such GBP cash. The amendments
would also make a number of other non-
substantive revisions to clarify the
discussion of cross-currency haircuts
generally and ensure that the Treasury
Policy remains effective and clear. As
such, the amendments would satisfy the
requirements of Rule 17Ad—22(e)(5).10

81d.
917 CFR 240.17Ad-22(e)(5).
10]d.

(B) Clearing Agency’s Statement on
Burden on Competition

ICC does not believe the proposed
rule change would have any impact, or
impose any burden, on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. As discussed
above, the amendments would revise
the haircut applicable to GBP cash
posed to cover Euro obligations to avoid
a double haircut. ICC believes this
change will improve efficiency and
benefit market participants that may
choose to post GBP cash as Client-
Related Initial Margin. Other changes
would generally improve the clarity of
the Treasury Policy. The proposed
changes to ICC’s Treasury Policy will
apply uniformly across all market
participants. ICC does not believe the
amendments would adversely affect the
costs of clearing for market participants,
or otherwise affect the ability of market
participants to access clearing or the
market for clearing services generally.
Therefore, ICC does not believe the
proposed rule change imposes any
burden on competition that is
inappropriate in furtherance of the
purposes of the Act.

(C) Clearing Agency’s Statement on
Comments on the Proposed Rule
Change Received From Members,
Participants or Others

Written comments relating to the
proposed rule change have not been
solicited or received. ICC will notify the
Commission of any written comments
received by ICC.

III. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Within 45 days of the date of
publication of this notice in the Federal
Register or within such longer period
up to 90 days (i) as the Commission may
designate if it finds such longer period
to be appropriate and publishes its
reasons for so finding or (ii) as to which
the self-regulatory organization
consents, the Commission will:

(A) by order approve or disapprove
such proposed rule change, or

(B) institute proceedings to determine
whether the proposed rule change
should be disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:
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Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s internet
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR—
ICC-2023-013 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

Send paper comments in triplicate to
Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549.

All submissions should refer to file
number SR-ICC-2023-013. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for website viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE,
Washington, DC 20549, on official
business days between the hours of 10
a.m. and 3 p.m. Copies of such filings
will also be available for inspection and
copying at the principal office of ICE
Clear Credit and on ICE Clear Credit’s
website at https://www.theice.com/
clear-credit/regulation.

Do not include personal identifiable
information in submissions; you should
submit only information that you wish
to make available publicly. We may
redact in part or withhold entirely from
publication submitted material that is
obscene or subject to copyright
protection. All submissions should refer
to File Number SR-ICC-2023-013 and
should be submitted on or before
September 18, 2023.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.1?

Sherry R. Haywood,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18429 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

1117 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

Sunshine Act Meetings

TIME AND DATE: 2:00 p.m. on Thursday,
August 31, 2023.

PLACE: The meeting will be held via
remote means and/or at the
Commission’s headquarters, 100 F
Street NE, Washington, DG 20549.

STATUS: This meeting will be closed to
the public.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:
Commissioners, Counsel to the
Commissioners, the Secretary to the
Commission, and recording secretaries
will attend the closed meeting. Certain
staff members who have an interest in
the matters also may be present.

In the event that the time, date, or
location of this meeting changes, an
announcement of the change, along with
the new time, date, and/or place of the
meeting will be posted on the
Commission’s website at https://
WWW.Sec.gov.

The General Counsel of the
Commission, or her designee, has
certified that, in her opinion, one or
more of the exemptions set forth in 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(3), (5), (), (7), (8), 9(B)
and (10) and 17 CFR 200.402(a)(3),
(a)(5), (a)(6), (a)(7), (a)(8), (a)(9)(ii) and
(a)(10), permit consideration of the
scheduled matters at the closed meeting.

The subject matter of the closed
meeting will consist of the following
topics:

Institution and settlement of injunctive
actions;

Institution and settlement of
administrative proceedings;

Resolution of litigation claims; and

Other matters relating to examinations
and enforcement proceedings.

At times, changes in Commission
priorities require alterations in the
scheduling of meeting agenda items that
may consist of adjudicatory,
examination, litigation, or regulatory
matters.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
For further information; please contact
Vanessa A. Countryman from the Office
of the Secretary at (202) 551-5400.

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552b.
Dated: August 24, 2023.
Vanessa A. Countryman,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2023-18623 Filed 8-24-23; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #18092 and #18093;
TEXAS Disaster Number TX-00660]

Administrative Declaration of a
Disaster for the State of Texas

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This is a notice of an
Administrative declaration of a disaster
for the State of Texas dated 08/22/2023.
Incident: Tornado.
Incident Period: 06/15/2023.

DATES: Issued on 08/22/2023.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 10/23/2023.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 05/22/2024.

ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A.
Escobar, Office of Disaster Recovery &
Resilience, U.S. Small Business
Administration, 409 3rd Street SW,
Suite 6050, Washington, DC 20416,
(202) 205-6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that as a result of the
Administrator’s disaster declaration,
applications for disaster loans may be
filed at the address listed above or other
locally announced locations.

The following areas have been
determined to be adversely affected by
the disaster:

Primary Counties: Ochiltree.
Contiguous Counties:
Texas: Hansford, Hutchinson,
Lipscomb, Roberts.
Oklahoma: Beaver, Texas.

The Interest Rates are:

Percent
For Physical Damage:
Homeowners with Credit Avail-
able Elsewhere ...........c.c....... 5.000
Homeowners  without Credit
Available Elsewhere .............. 2.500
Businesses with Credit Avail-
able Elsewhere ............cc........ 8.000
Businesses without Credit
Available Elsewhere .............. 4.000
Non-Profit Organizations with
Credit Available Elsewhere ... 2.375
Non-Profit Organizations with-
out Credit Available Else-
WHEre ..ooviiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 2.375
For Economic Injury:
Businesses & Small Agricultural
Cooperatives without Credit
Available Elsewhere .............. 4.000


https://www.theice.com/clear-credit/regulation
https://www.theice.com/clear-credit/regulation
https://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
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mailto:rule-comments@sec.gov
mailto:rule-comments@sec.gov
https://www.sec.gov
https://www.sec.gov

Federal Register/Vol. 83, No. 165/Monday, August 28, 2023/ Notices

58631

Percent
Non-Profit Organizations with-
out Credit Available Else-
WhEre ...ooooeviieeeeeeeieeeee 2.375

The number assigned to this disaster
for physical damage is 18092 C and for
economic injury is 18093 0.

The States which received an EIDL
Declaration # are Oklahoma, Texas.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

Isabella Guzman,

Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18478 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 8026-09-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice: 12163]

U.S. Department of State Advisory
Committee on Private International
Law: Public Meeting on the Hague
Conference on Private International
Law (HCCH), Eighth Meeting Special
Commission on Practical Operations
1980 Child Abduction Convention

The Department of State’s Advisory
Committee on Private International Law
(ACPIL) will hold a virtual meeting to
discuss the Hague Special Commission
on the Eighth Meeting of the Practical
Operation on the 1980 Child Abduction
Convention on September 12, 2023. The
meeting will be held in WebEx. The
program is scheduled to run from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time.

The meeting will discuss the reports
and documents completed concerning
the Practical Operations of the 1980
Child Abduction Convention and 1996
Child Protection Convention regarding
the feasibility of one or more private
international law instruments. The
purpose of the public meeting is to
obtain the views of concerned
stakeholders on the matters presented in
the relevant documents, which will be
made available by the HCCH at https://
www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-
studies/details4/7pid=8488&dtid=57.

Members of the public may attend
this virtual session and will be
permitted to participate in the
discussion. Virtual attendance is limited
to 100 persons, so each member of the
public that wishes to attend this session
must provide: Name, contact
information, and affiliation to pil@
state.gov, not later than September 8,
2023. When you register, please indicate
whether you require captioning. The
WebEx site and agenda will be
forwarded to individuals who register.
Requests made after that date will be

considered but might not be able to be
fulfilled.

Karin Kizer,

Attorney-Adviser, Office of Private
International Law, Office of the Legal Adviser,
Department of State.

[FR Doc. 2023-18510 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-08-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

[Public Notice: 12156]

Notice of Determinations; Culturally
Significant Objects Being Imported for
Exhibition—Determinations: “Africa &
Byzantium” Exhibition

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
following determinations: I hereby
determine that certain objects being
imported from abroad pursuant to
agreements with their foreign owners or
custodians for temporary display in the
exhibition “Africa & Byzantium” at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York,
New York; the Cleveland Museum of
Art, Cleveland, Ohio; and at possible
additional exhibitions or venues yet to
be determined, are of cultural
significance, and, further, that their
temporary exhibition or display within
the United States as aforementioned is
in the national interest. I have ordered
that Public Notice of these
determinations be published in the
Federal Register.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Reed Liriano, Program Coordinator,
Office of the Legal Adviser, U.S.
Department of State (telephone: 202—
632—6471; email: section2459@
state.gov). The mailing address is U.S.
Department of State, L/PD, 2200 C Street
NW (SA-5), Suite 5H03, Washington,
DC 20522-0505.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
foregoing determinations were made
pursuant to the authority vested in me
by the Act of October 19, 1965 (79 Stat.
985; 22 U.S.C. 2459), E.O. 12047 of
March 27, 1978, the Foreign Affairs
Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998
(112 Stat. 2681, et seq.; 22 U.S.C. 6501
note, et seq.), Delegation of Authority
No. 234 of October 1, 1999, Delegation
of Authority No. 236-3 of August 28,
2000, and Delegation of Authority No.
523 of December 22, 2021.

Nicole L. Elkon,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Professional
and Cultural Exchanges, Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs, Department
of State.

[FR Doc. 2023-18403 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice: 12162]

Notice of Public Meeting in Preparation
for International Maritime Organization
TC 73 Meeting

The Department of State will conduct
a public meeting at 10:00 a.m. on
Thursday, October 12, 2023, both in-
person at Coast Guard Headquarters in
Washington, DC, and via teleconference.
The primary purpose of the meeting is
to prepare for the 73rd session of the
International Maritime Organization’s
(IMO) Technical Cooperation
Committee (TC 73) to be held at the IMO
Headquarters in London, United
Kingdom from Monday, October 16, to
Thursday, October 19, 2023.

Members of the public may
participate up to the capacity of the
teleconference phone line, which can
handle 500 participants or up to the
seating capacity of the room if attending
in-person. The meeting location will be
the United States Coast Guard
Headquarters, 5PS Conference Room,
and the teleconference line will be
provided to those who RSVP. To RSVP,
participants should contact the meeting
coordinator, LT Emily Rowan, by email
at Emily.K.Rowan@uscg.mil. LT Rowan
will provide access information for in-
person and virtual attendance.

The agenda items to be considered at
this meeting mirror those to be
considered at TV 73, and include:
—Adoption of the agenda
—Work of other bodies and

organizations
—Technical Cooperation Planning and

Reporting
—Resource mobilization and

partnerships:

—The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development
—The Capacity-Building Decade 2021—

2030 Strategy
—Regional presence and coordination
—IMO Member State Audit Scheme
—Capacity-building: Strengthening the

impact of women in the maritime

sector
—Global maritime training institution
—Status of implementation of the
recommendations from the report of
the evaluation of the ITCP activities

for the period 2016-2019
—Application of the document on the

Organization and method of work of

the Technical Cooperation Committee
—Work programme
—Election of Chair and Vice-Chair for

2023 and 2024
—Any other business
—Consideration of the report of the

Committee on its seventy-third

session


https://www.hcch.net/en/publications-and-studies/details4/?pid=8488&dtid=57
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Please note: The IMO may, on short
notice, adjust the TC 73 agenda to
accommodate the constraints associated
with the virtual meeting format. Any
changes to the agenda will be reported
to those who RSVP and those in
attendance at the meeting.

Those who plan to participate may
contact the meeting coordinator, LT
Emily Rowan, by email at
Emily.K.Rowan@uscg.mil, by phone at
(202) 372-1376, or in writing at United
States Coast Guard (CG-5PS), ATTN: LT
Emily Rowan, 2703 Martin Luther King
Jr. Ave. SE, Stop 7509, Washington, DC
20593-7509. Members of the public
needing reasonable accommodation
should advise LT Emily Rowan no later
than September 28, 2023. Requests
made after that date will be considered
but might not be possible to fulfill.

Additional information regarding this
and other IMO public meetings may be
found at: https://www.dco.uscg.mil/
IMO.

(Authority: 22 U.S.C. 2656 and 5 U.S.C. 552)

Leslie W. Hunt,

Coast Guard Liaison Officer, Office of Ocean
and Polar Affairs, Department of State.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18453 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4710-09-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

[Public Notice: 12161]

Notice of Public Meeting in Preparation
for International Maritime Organization
Carriage of Cargoes and Containers
Sub-Committee Meeting

The Department of State will conduct
a public meeting at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, September 12, 2023, both in-
person at Coast Guard Headquarters in
Washington, DC, and via teleconference.
The primary purpose of the meeting is
to prepare for the 9th session of the
International Maritime Organization’s
(IMO) Carriage of Cargoes and
Containers Sub-Committee (CCC 9) to be
held at the IMO Headquarters in
London, United Kingdom from
Wednesday, September 20, to Friday,
September 29, 2023. Members of the
public may participate up to the
capacity of the teleconference phone
line, which can handle 500 participants
or up to the seating capacity of the room
if attending in-person. The meeting
location will be the United States Coast
Guard Headquarters, 5Q23-06, and the
teleconference line will be provided to
those who RSVP. To RSVP, participants
should contact the meeting coordinator,
Dr. Amy Parker, by email at
Amy.M.Parker@uscg.mil. Dr. Parker will

provide access information for in-person
and virtual attendance.

The agenda items to be considered at
this meeting mirror those to be
considered at CCC 9, and include:

—Adoption of the agenda

—Decisions of other IMO bodies

—Amendments to the IGF Code and
development of guidelines for
alternative fuels and related
technologies

—Review of the IGC Code

—Amendments to the IMSBC Code and
supplements

—Amendments to the IMDG Code and
supplements

—Revision of the Interim
recommendations for carriage of
liquefied hydrogen in bulk

—Revision of resolution A.1050(27) to
ensure the safety of personnel
entering enclosed spaces on board
ships

—Consideration of reports of incidents
involving dangerous goods or marine
pollutants in packaged form on board
ships or in port areas

—Unified interpretation of provisions of
IMO safety, security, and
environment-related conventions

—Biennial status report and provisional
agenda for CCC 10

—Election of Chair and Vice-Chair for
2024

—Any other business

—Report to the Committees

Please note: The IMO may, on short
notice, adjust the CCC 9 agenda to
accommodate the constraints associated
with the virtual meeting format. Any
changes to the agenda will be reported
to those who RSVP and those in
attendance at the meeting.

Those who plan to participate may
contact the meeting coordinator, Dr.
Amy Parker, by email at Amy.M.Parker@
uscg.mil, by phone at (202) 372-1423, or
in writing at United States Coast Guard
(CG-ENG-5), ATTN: Dr. Amy Parker,
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE,
Stop 7509, Washington, DC 20593—
7509. Members of the public needing
reasonable accommodation should
advise Dr. Amy Parker no later than
August 29, 2023. Requests made after
that date will be considered but might
not be possible to fulfill. Additional
information regarding this and other
IMO public meetings may be found at:
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/IMO.

(Authority: 22 U.S.C. 2656 and 5 U.S.C. 552.)

Leslie W. Hunt,

Coast Guard Liaison Officer, Office of Ocean
and Polar Affairs, Department of State.

[FR Doc. 2023-18433 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-09-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

[Docket No.: FAA-2023-1328; Summary
Notice No. 2023-27]

Petition for Exemption; Summary of
Petition Received; IHC Health Services,
Inc./dba Intermountain Life Flight

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice contains a
summary of a petition seeking relief
from specified requirements of Federal
Aviation Regulations. The purpose of
this notice is to improve the public’s
awareness of, and participation in, the
FAA’s exemption process. Neither
publication of this notice nor the
inclusion nor omission of information
in the summary is intended to affect the
legal status of the petition or its final
disposition.

DATES: Comments on this petition must
identify the petition docket number and
must be received on or before
September 18, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Send comments identified
by docket number FAA-2023-1328
using any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov and follow
the online instructions for sending your
comments electronically.

e Mail: Send comments to Docket
Operations, M—30; U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Room W12-140, West
Building Ground Floor, Washington, DC
20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery or Courier: Take
comments to Docket Operations in
Room W12-140 of the West Building
Ground Floor at 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590—
0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

e Fax:Fax comments to Docket
Operations at (202) 493—-2251.

Privacy: In accordance with 5 U.S.C.
553(c), DOT solicits comments from the
public to better inform its rulemaking
process. DOT posts these comments,
without edit, including any personal
information the commenter provides, to
http://www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at http://www.dot.gov/
privacy.

Docket: Background documents or
comments received may be read at
http://www.regulations.gov at any time.
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Follow the online instructions for
accessing the docket or go to the Docket
Operations in Room W12-140 of the
West Building Ground Floor at 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590-0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Thai at (202) 267-0175, Office
of Rulemaking, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591.
This notice is published pursuant to
14 CFR 11.85.

Issued in Washington, DC.
Angela O. Anderson,

Director, Regulatory Support Division, Office
of Rulemaking.

Petition for Exemption

Docket No.: FAA-2023-1328.

Petitioner: IHC Health Services, Inc./
dba Intermountain Life Flight.

Section(s) of 14 CFR Affected:
§135.271.

Description of Relief Sought: The
petitioner seeks an exemption to
conduct air medical airplane operations
under 14 CFR 135.271 in lieu of
§ 135.267. In addition, the petitioner
seeks to increase flight time limits of 14
CFR 135.271 from 8 hours to 10 hours
when using a flight crew consisting of
two pilots within the United States.

[FR Doc. 2023-18426 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration
[Docket No. 2013-0259]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Requests for Comments;
Clearance of Renewed Approval of
Information Collection: Advisory
Circular: Reporting of Laser
lllumination of Aircraft

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, FAA
invites public comments about our
intention to request the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)
approval renew information collection.
Advisory Circular 70-2B provides
guidance to civilian air crews on the
reporting of laser illumination incidents
and recommended mitigation actions to
be taken in order to ensure continued
safe and orderly flight operations.

DATES: Written comments should be
submitted by October 27, 2023.
ADDRESSES: Please send written
comments:

By Electronic Docket:
www.regulations.gov (Enter docket
number into search field)

By mail: Nicholas Torgerson, Federal
Aviation Administration, AJR-223, 800
Independence Ave. SW, Washington,
DC 20591.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nicholas Torgerson, by email at:
Nicholas.d.torgerson@faa.gov; phone:
202-322-4157

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Comments Invited: You are
asked to comment on any aspect of this
information collection, including (a)
Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for FAA’s
performance; (b) the accuracy of the
estimated burden; (c) ways for FAA to
enhance the quality, utility and clarity
of the information collection; and (d)
ways that the burden could be
minimized without reducing the quality
of the collected information. The agency
will summarize and/or include your
comments in the request for OMB’s
clearance of this information collection.

OMB Control Number: 2120-0698.

Title: Advisory Circular (AC):
Reporting of Laser Illumination of
Aircraft.

Form Numbers: Advisory Circular 70—
2B, Reporting of Laser Illumination of
Aircraft.

Type of Review: Renewal of an
information collection.

Background: Advisory Circular 70-2B
provides guidance to civilian air crews
on the reporting of laser illumination
incidents and recommended mitigation
actions to be taken in order to ensure
continued safe and orderly flight
operations. Information is collected
from pilots and aircrews that are
affected by an unauthorized
illumination by lasers. The requested
reporting involves an immediate
broadcast notification to Air Traffic
Control (ATC) when the incident
occurs, as well as a broadcast warning
of the incident if the aircrew is flying in
uncontrolled airspace. In addition, the
AC requests that the aircrew supply a
written report of the incident and send
it by fax or email to the Washington
Operations Control Complex (WOCC) as
soon as possible.

Respondents: Approximately 1,100
pilots and crewmembers.

Frequency: Information is collected
on occasion.

Estimated Average Burden per
Response: 10 minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden: 183
hours.

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 23,
2023.

Sandra L. Ray,

Aviation Safety Inspector, AFS-260.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18517 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration
[Docket No. FAA—-2023-1718]

Notice of Intent To Designate as
Abandoned Supplemental Type
Certificate No. SA1201GL

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of intent to designate
Supplemental Type Certificate as
abandoned; request for comments.

SUMMARY: This Notice announces the
FAA’s intent to designate Supplemental
Type Certificate (STC) No. SA1201GL as
abandoned and make the related
engineering data available upon request.
The FAA has received a request to
provide engineering data concerning
this STC. The FAA has been
unsuccessful in contacting the STC
holder concerning the STC. This action
is intended to enhance aviation safety.

DATES: We must receive all comments
by February 26, 2024.

ADDRESSES: You may send comments on
this notice by any of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
regulations.gov. Follow the instructions
for submitting comments.

e Mail: JoWanna Jenkins, Program
Management Specialist, Central
Certification Branch, 2300 East Devon
Avenue, Room 107, Des Plaines, IL
60018.

e Email: jowanna.jenkins@faa.gov.
Include “Docket No. FAA-2023-1718"
in the subject line of the message.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail
address above between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
JoWanna Jenkins, Program Management
Specialist, Central Certification Branch,
2300 East Devon Avenue, Room 107,
Des Plaines, IL 60018; telephone 847—
294-7145; email jowanna.jenkins@
faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

The FAA invites interested parties to
provide comments, written data, views,
or arguments relating to this notice.
Send your comments to an address
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mailto:jowanna.jenkins@faa.gov
mailto:jowanna.jenkins@faa.gov
mailto:jowanna.jenkins@faa.gov
http://www.regulations.gov

58634

Federal Register/Vol. 83, No. 165/Monday, August 28, 2023/ Notices

listed under the ADDRESSES section.
Include “Docket No. FAA-2023-1718"
at the beginning of your comments. The
FAA will consider all comments
received on or before the closing date.
All comments received will be available
in the docket for examination by
interested persons.

Background

The FAA is posting this notice to
inform the public of the intent to
designate as abandoned STC No.
SA1201GL, which authorized a gross
weight increase for Aeronca Model 65—
C and S-65—C airplanes, and
subsequently release the related
engineering data.

The FAA has received a third-party
request for the release of the
aforementioned engineering data under
the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552.
The FAA cannot release commercial or
financial information under FOIA
without the permission of the data
owner. However, in accordance with
title 49 of the United States Code
§44704(a)(5), the FAA can provide STC
“engineering data” it possesses for STC
maintenance or improvement, upon
request, if the following conditions are
met:

1. The FAA determines the STC has
been inactive for three years or more;

2. Using due diligence, the FAA is
unable to locate the owner of record or
the owner of record’s heir; and

3. The availability of such data will
enhance aviation safety.

There has been no activity with this
STC holder for more than three years.

On September 23, 2022, the FAA sent
a registered letter to the STC holder,
Lawrence F. Diedrich, at his last known
address, Route 3, Box 279, Lodi, WI
53555. The letter informed Mr. Diedrich
that the FAA had received a request for
engineering data related to STC No.
SA1201GL and was conducting a due
diligence search to determine whether
the STC was inactive and may be
considered abandoned. The letter
further requested Mr. Diedrich to
respond in writing within 60 days and
state whether he is the holder of the
STC.

Information Requested

If you are the owner or heir or a
transferee of STC No. SA1201GL or have
any knowledge regarding who may now
hold STC No. SA1201GL, please contact
JoWanna Jenkins using a method
described in this notice under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT. If you
are the heir of the owner, or the owner
by transfer, of STC No. SA1201GL, you
must provide a notarized copy of your

government-issued identification with a
letter and background establishing your
ownership of the STC and, if applicable,
your relationship as the heir to the
deceased holder of the STC.

Conclusion

If the FAA does not receive any
response by February 26, 2024, the FAA
will consider STC No. SA1201GL
abandoned, and the FAA will proceed
with the release of the requested data.
This action is for the purpose of
maintaining the airworthiness of an
aircraft and enhancing aviation safety.

Issued on August 21, 2023.
Victor Wicklund,

Deputy Director, Compliance & Airworthiness
Division, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18472 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

[Docket No.: FAA-2023-1240; Summary
Notice No. 2023-31]

Petition for Exemption; Summary of
Petition Received; Gregory D. Kruse

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice contains a
summary of a petition seeking relief
from specified requirements of Federal
Aviation Regulations. The purpose of
this notice is to improve the public’s
awareness of, and participation in, the
FAA’s exemption process. Neither
publication of this notice nor the
inclusion nor omission of information
in the summary is intended to affect the
legal status of the petition or its final
disposition.

DATES: Comments on this petition must
identify the petition docket number and
must be received on or before
September 18, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Send comments identified
by docket number FAA-2023-1240
using any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov and follow
the online instructions for sending your
comments electronically.

o Mail: Send comments to Docket
Operations, M—30; U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Room W12-140, West
Building Ground Floor, Washington, DC
20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery or Courier: Take
comments to Docket Operations in

Room W12-140 of the West Building
Ground Floor at 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590—
0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

e Fax: Fax comments to Docket
Operations at (202) 493-2251.

Privacy: In accordance with 5 U.S.C.
553(c), DOT solicits comments from the
public to better inform its rulemaking
process. DOT posts these comments,
without edit, including any personal
information the commenter provides, to
http://www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at http://www.dot.gov/
privacy.

Docket: Background documents or
comments received may be read at
http://www.regulations.gov at any time.
Follow the online instructions for
accessing the docket or go to the Docket
Operations in Room W12-140 of the
West Building Ground Floor at 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590-0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Thai at (202) 267—-0175, Office
of Rulemaking, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591.

This notice is published pursuant to
14 CFR 11.85.

Issued in Washington, DC.
Angela O. Anderson,

Director, Regulatory Support Division, Office
of Rulemaking.

Petition for Exemption

Docket No.: FAA-2023-1240.
Petitioner: Gregory D. Kruse.

Section(s) of 14 CFR Affected:
§65.71(a)(2).

Description of Relief Sought: The
petitioner seeks relief from the basic
eligibility 14 CFR 65.71(a)(2) that
requires a person to be able to read the
English language to be eligible for a
mechanic certificate and associated
ratings. As the petitioner is blind, he
intends to utilize various technologies
and applications in order to read.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18424 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration

Rescinding Notice of Intent To Prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement for
the Restoration of Rail Service in the
Northern Branch Corridor, Hudson and
Bergen Counties, New Jersey

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration

(FTA), Department of Transportation
(DOT).

ACTION: Rescind notice of intent to
prepare an environmental impact
statement.

SUMMARY: The FTA, in cooperation with
the New Jersey Transit Corporation (NJ
TRANSIT), is issuing this Notice to
advise the public that we are rescinding
the 2007 Notice of Intent (NOI) to
prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for a previous proposal
for the Restoration of Rail Service in the
Northern Branch Corridor Project from
North Bergen to Englewood in Hudson
and Bergen Counties, New Jersey.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Donald Burns, FTA Director of Planning
and Program Development. Address:
One Bowling Green, Room 429, New
York, New York, 10004—1415; Email:
Donald.Burns@dot.gov; Telephone:
(212) 668-2203.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FTA,
as the lead Federal agency, in
cooperation with the NJ TRANSIT,
published an NOI in the Federal
Register on October 2, 2007 (72 FR
56123) to prepare an EIS for the
proposed Northern Branch Project. The
Northern Branch Project EIS was being
advanced to study the restoration of rail
passenger service on the Northern
Branch rail corridor between North
Bergen, Hudson County, and
Englewood, Bergen County. Based on
FTA’s most recent review of the Project,
FTA has decided to rescind the NOI due
to all-encompassing changes in the
Project design and environmental
impacts in the following areas:
floodplains, stormwater management,
cultural resources, hazardous materials,
traffic and parking, and air quality, all
of which have occurred since 2007.

Comments and questions concerning

the proposed action should be directed
to FTA at the address provided above.

Donald Burns,

Director of Planning and Program
Development Federal Transit
Administration—Region II.

[FR Doc. 2023-18485 Filed 8—25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency

[Docket ID OCC—-2023-0013]

Minority Depository Institutions
Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC), Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of Federal Advisory
Committee meeting.

SUMMARY: The OCC announces a
meeting of the Minority Depository
Institutions Advisory Committee
(MDIAC).

DATES: The OCC MDIAC will hold a
public meeting on Tuesday, September
12, 2023, beginning at 1:00 p.m. Eastern
Daylight Time (EDT). The meeting will
be in person and virtual.
ADDRESSES: The OCC will hold the
September 12, 2023 meeting of the
MDIAC at the OCC'’s offices at 400 7th
Street SW, Washington, DC 20219 and
virtually.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
André King, Designated Federal Officer
and Assistant Deputy Comptroller, (202)
649-5420, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, 400 Seventh Street SW,
Washington, DC 20219. If you are deaf,
hard of hearing, or have a speech
disability, please dial 7—1-1 to access
telecommunications relay services. You
may also access prior MDIAC meeting
materials on the MDIAC page of OCC’s
website.1
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
authority of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (the Act), 5 U.S.C. 1001
et seq, and the regulations
implementing the Act at 41 CFR part
102-3, the OCC is announcing that the
MDIAC will convene a public meeting
at 1:00 p.m. EDT on Tuesday,
September 12, 2023. Agenda items will
include current topics of interest to the
industry. The purpose of the meeting is
for the MDIAC to advise the OCC on
steps the agency may be able to take to
ensure the continued health and
viability of minority depository
institutions and other issues of concern
to minority depository institutions. In
addition to attending the meeting,
members of the public may submit
written statements to the MDIAC by
email to: MDIAC@occ.treas.gov.

The OCC must receive any written
statements no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT
on Thursday, September 7, 2023.

1 https://www.occ.gov/topics/supervision-and-
examination/bank-management/minority-
depository-institutions/minority-depository-
institutions-advisory-committee.html.

Members of the public who plan to
attend the public meeting should
contact the OCC by 5:00 p.m. EDT on
Thursday, September 7, 2023—to
indicate whether they will attend in
person or virtually, and to obtain
information about participating in the
meeting—via email at MDIAC@
occ.treas.gov or by telephone at (202)
649-5420. Attendees should provide
their full name, email address, and
organization, if any. Members of the
public who are deaf, hard of hearing, or
have a speech disability, should dial 7—
1-1 to access telecommunications relay
services for this meeting.

Benjamin W. McDonough,

Senior Deputy Comptroller and Chief
Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2023-18427 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Office of Foreign Assets Control

Notice of OFAC Sanctions Actions

AGENCY: Office of Foreign Assets
Control, Treasury.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) is publishing the names
of one or more persons that have been
placed on OFAC’s Specially Designated
Nationals and Blocked Persons List
(SDN List) based on OFAC’s
determination that one or more
applicable legal criteria were satisfied.
All property and interests in property
subject to U.S. jurisdiction of these
persons are blocked, and U.S. persons
are generally prohibited from engaging
in transactions with them.

DATES: See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
section for applicable date(s).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
OFAC: Associate Director for Global
Targeting, tel.: 202-622-2420; Assistant
Director for Licensing, tel.: 202-622—
2480; Assistant Director for Regulatory
Affairs, tel.: 202-622-4855; or Assistant
Director for Sanctions Compliance &
Evaluation, tel.: 202—622-2490.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Availability

The SDN List and additional
information concerning OFAC sanctions
programs are available on OFAC’s
website (https://www.treasury.gov/ofac).

Notice of OFAC Actions

On August 23, 2023, OFAC
determined that the property and
interests in property subject to U.S.
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jurisdiction of the following persons are
blocked under the relevant sanctions
authority listed below.

Individuals:

1. TUN, Zaw Min (a.k.a. HTUN, Zaw Min),
Burma; DOB 20 Jul 2001; POB Burma;
nationality Burma; Gender Male;
National ID No. 9/PABATHA(N)010135
(Burma) (individual) [BURMA—-
EO14014].

Designated pursuant to section 1(a)(i) of
Executive Order 14014 of February 10, 2021,
“Blocking Property With Respect to the
Situation in Burma”’, 86 FR 9429 (“E.O.
14014”) for operating in the jet fuel sector of
the Burmese economy.

2. WIN, Khin Phyu (a.k.a. SHUI, Zhao Jia;
a.k.a. SHWE, Kyauk Kyar; a.k.a. WIN,
Kin Phyu), 1002, Shwe Than Lwin
Condo, New University Avenue, Bahan
Township, Yangon, Burma; No. 218,
Building No. A, Level 16 A, No. 13
Ward, Insein Road, Hlaing Township,
Yangon, Burma; DOB 10 Nov 1960;
nationality Burma; Gender Female;
National ID No. 13/
THAPANA(AEI)000103 (Burma)
(individual) [BURMA-EO14014].

Designated pursuant to section 1(a)(i) of
E.O. 14014 for operating in the jet fuel sector
of the Burmese economy.

Entities:

3. SHOON ENERGY PTE. LTD. (fk.a. ASIA
SUN AVIATION PTE. LTD.), Singapore;
Organization Established Date 27 Jun
2018; Organization Type: Activities of
holding companies; Registration Number
201821798H (Singapore) [BURMA—
EO014014] (Linked To: WIN, Khin Phyu).

Designated pursuant to section 1(a)(i) of
E.O. 14014 for operating in the jet fuel sector
of the Burmese economy and for being
owned or controlled by, or having acted or
purported to act for or on behalf of, directly
or indirectly, Khin Phyu Win, a person
whose property and interests in property are
blocked pursuant to E.O. 14014.

4. PEIA PTE. LTD. (f.k.a. PUMA ENERGY
IRRAWADDY AVIATION PTE. LTD.),
Singapore; Organization Established Date
30 Oct 2014; Organization Type:
Activities of holding companies;
Registration Number 201432465N
(Singapore) [BURMA-EO14014] (Linked
To: WIN, Khin Phyu).

Designated pursuant to section 1(a)(vii) of
E.O. 14014 for being owned or controlled by,
or having acted or purported to act for or on
behalf of, directly or indirectly, Khin Phyu
Win, a person whose property and interests
in property are blocked pursuant to E.O.
14014.

5. P.EIENERGY PTE. LTD. (fk.a. PUMA
ENERGY MYANMAR PTE. LTD.; fk.a.
PUMA ENERGY BENGALE GULF PTE.
LTD.; fk.a. PUMA ENERGY
IRRAWADDY PTE. LTD.), Singapore;
Organization Established Date 17 Aug
2012; Organization Type: Activities of
holding companies; Registration Number
201220511D (Burma) [BURMA—
EO014014] (Linked To: WIN, Khin Phyu).

Designated pursuant to section 1(a)(vii) of
E.O. 14014 for being owned or controlled by,
or having acted or purported to act for or on
behalf of, directly or indirectly, Khin Phyu
Win, a person whose property and interests
in property are blocked pursuant to E.O.
14014.

Authority: E.O. 14014, 86 FR 9429.

Dated: August 23, 2023.

Bradley T. Smith,

Deputy Director, Office of Foreign Assets
Control, U.S. Department of the Treasury.

[FR Doc. 2023-18469 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-AL-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

[OMB Control No. 2900-0325]

Agency Information Collection
Activity: Certificate of Delivery of
Advance Payment and Enroliment

AGENCY: Veterans Benefits
Administration, Department of Veterans
Affairs.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Veterans Benefits
Administration, Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA), is announcing an
opportunity for public comment on the
proposed collection of certain
information by the agency. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of
1995, Federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
revision of a currently approved
collection, and allow 60 days for public
comment in response to the notice.
DATES: Written comments and
recommendations on the proposed
collection of information should be
received on or before October 27, 2023.
ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
on the collection of information through
Federal Docket Management System
(FDMS) at www.Regulations.gov or to
Nancy J. Kessinger, Veterans Benefits
Administration (20M33), Department of
Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue
NW, Washington, DC 20420 or email to
nancy.kessinger@va.gov. Please refer to
“OMB Control No. 2900-0325” in any
correspondence. During the comment
period, comments may be viewed online
through FDMS.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Maribel Aponte, Office of Enterprise
and Integration, Data Governance
Analytics (008), 810 Vermont Ave. NW,
Washington, DC 20420, (202) 266—4688
or email maribel.aponte@va.gov. Please
refer to “OMB Control No. 2900-0325"
in any correspondence.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA of 1995, Federal agencies must
obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. This request for comment is
being made pursuant to section
3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA.

With respect to the following
collection of information, VBA invites
comments on: (1) whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of VBA’s
functions, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(2) the accuracy of VBA’s estimate of the
burden of the proposed collection of
information; (3) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
the use of other forms of information
technology.

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3034, 3241, 3531,
3680(d), 3684,10 U.S.C. 16136(b), 38
CFR 21.4138a, 21.4203(a), 21.5135,
21.5200(d), 21.5292(e)(2), 21.7151(b),
and 21.7640(d).

Title: Certificate of Delivery of
Advance Payment and Enrollment, VA
Form 22—-1999v.

OMB Control Number: 2900-0325.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Abstract: The VA uses information
from the current collection at the
beginning of the school term to ensure
that advance payments have been
delivered, and to determine whether the
student has increased, reduced, or
terminated training. School Certifying
Officials (SCOs) completes this form
and returns it to VA when delivery of
the advance payment check is made to
students upon registration for their
period of enrollment. If this student fails
to register within 30 days after the
commencement date of the enrollment
period, the advance payment check
must be returned to the Department of
the Treasury. Advance payments are not
available under the Post-9/11 GI Bill
(Chapter 33) benefit program.

Affected Public: State, Local and
Tribal Governments.

Estimated Annual Burden: 23 hours.

Estimated Average Burden Time per
Respondent: 5 minutes.

Frequency of Response: On occasion.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
63.
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By direction of the Secretary.
Maribel Aponte,

VA PRA Clearance Officer, Office of
Enterprise and Integration/Data Governance
Analytics, Department of Veterans Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2023-18399 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 8320-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Advisory Committee: National
Academic Affiliations Council, Notice
of Meeting

The Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) gives notice under the Federal

Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. ch.
10, that a meeting of VA’s National
Academic Affiliations Council (Council)
will be held September 27, 2023—
September 28, 2023. The meetings will
begin and end as follows:

Public participation will commence
as follows:

Date

Time

Open

Location session

September 27, 2023 ..
(CST).
September 28, 2023 ..

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Central Standard Time

CST

Ernest Childers VA Outpatient Clinic, 8921 South
Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK, 74133-5841.

Ernest Childers VA Outpatient Clinic, 8921 South
Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK, 74133-5841.

Yes.

No.

Sessions are open to the public,
except when the Council is conducting
tours of VA facilities. Tours of VA
facilities are closed to protect Veterans’
privacy and personal information, by 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(6).

The purpose of the Council is to
advise the Secretary on matters affecting
partnerships between VA and its
academic affiliates.

On September 27, 2023, the Council
will convene an open session and
receive presentations and updates. The
morning agenda will include a
presentation from Oklahoma VA on
Academic Relationships and
Accomplishments, a presentation and
update of Communities Helping Invest
through Property and Improvements
Needed for Veterans Act, discussions
with the Tribal Advisory Committee and
Office of Tribal and Government
relations, and a comprehensive MISSON
ACT Section 403 presentation. In the
afternoon, the Council will continue
discussions with VA leadership
including a panel discussion with

Oklahoma VA trainees as it relates to
diversity and rural health, and will
receive updates from the Strategic
Academic Advisory Council (SAAC).
The Council will receive public
comments from 3:40 p.m. to 4:00p.m.
CST. The meeting will adjourn day one
at 4:00 p.m. CST.

On September 28, 2023, at 9:30 a.m.
CST, the Council will reconvene for day
two. Day two of the meeting will be
closed to the public, as the council will
tour Indian Health Service (IHS)
medical facilities. Tours of medical
facilities are closed to protect privacy
and personal information, in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6). The meeting
will adjourn at 2:15 p.m. CST.

Interested persons may attend and
present oral statements to the Council
on day 1 during the public comment
period. A sign-in sheet for those who
want to give comments will be available
at the meeting. Individuals who speak
are invited to submit a 1-2-page
summary of their comments at the time
of the meeting for inclusion in the

official meeting record. Oral
presentations will be limited to three to
five minutes, depending on the number
of participants. Interested parties may
also provide written comments for
review by the Council prior to the
meeting, or at any time via email to
nellie.mitchell@va.gov.

Any member of the public seeking
additional information should contact
Ms. Mitchell via email or by phone at
(608) 358—-9902. Because the meeting
will be held in a government building,
anyone attending must be prepared to
submit to security screening and present
a valid photo L.D. Please allow at least
30 minutes prior to the meeting for this
process.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Jelessa M. Burney,

Federal Advisory Committee Management
Officer.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18412 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE P
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

42 CFR Parts 411, 412, 419, 488, 489,
and 495

[CMS—1785—F and CMS—1788—F]
RINs 0938-AV08 and 0938-AV17

Medicare Program; Hospital Inpatient
Prospective Payment Systems for
Acute Care Hospitals and the Long-
Term Care Hospital Prospective
Payment System and Policy Changes
and Fiscal Year 2024 Rates; Quality
Programs and Medicare Promoting
Interoperability Program Requirements
for Eligible Hospitals and Critical
Access Hospitals; Rural Emergency
Hospital and Physician-Owned
Hospital Requirements; and Provider
and Supplier Disclosure of Ownership;
and Medicare Disproportionate Share
Hospital (DSH) Payments: Counting
Certain Days Associated With Section
1115 Demonstrations in the Medicaid
Fraction

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS).
ACTION: Final rules.

SUMMARY: This final rule will: revise the
Medicare hospital inpatient prospective
payment systems (IPPS) for operating
and capital-related costs of acute care
hospitals; make changes relating to
Medicare graduate medical education
(GME) for teaching hospitals; update the
payment policies and the annual
payment rates for the Medicare
prospective payment system (PPS) for
inpatient hospital services provided by
long-term care hospitals (LTCHs); and
make other policy-related changes. This
final rule also revises our regulations on
the counting of days associated with
individuals eligible for certain benefits
provided by section 1115
demonstrations in the Medicaid fraction
of a hospital’s disproportionate patient
percentage (DPP) used in the
disproportionate share hospital (DSH)
calculation.

DATES: This final rule is effective
October 1, 2023. The amendments to 42
CFR 488.18(d), published at 59 FR
32120, June 22, 1994, is effective August
1, 2023.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Donald Thompson, and Michele
Hudson, (410) 786—4487 or DAC@
cms.hhs.gov, Operating Prospective
Payment, MS—-DRG Relative Weights,
Wage Index, Hospital Geographic

Reclassifications, Graduate Medical
Education, Capital Prospective Payment,
Excluded Hospitals, Medicare
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH)
Payment Adjustment, Sole Community
Hospitals (SCHs), Medicare-Dependent
Small Rural Hospital (MDH) Program,
Low-Volume Hospital Payment
Adjustment, and Inpatient Critical
Access Hospital (CAH) Issues.

Emily Lipkin, and Jim Mildenberger,
DAC@cms.hhs.gov, Long-Term Care
Hospital Prospective Payment System
and MS-LTC-DRG Relative Weights
Issues.

Adina Hersko, NewTech@
cms.hhs.gov, New Technology Add-On
Payments and New COVID-19
Treatments Add-on Payments Issues.

Mady Hue, marilu.hue@cms.hhs.gov,
and Andrea Hazeley, andrea.hazeley@
cms.hhs.gov, MS-DRG Classifications
Issues.

Siddhartha Mazumdar,
siddhartha.mazumdar@cms.hhs.gov,
Rural Community Hospital
Demonstration Program Issues.

Jeris Smith, jeris.smith@cms.hhs.gov,
Frontier Community Health Integration
Project (FCHIP) Demonstration Issues.

Lang Le, lang.le@cms.hhs.gov,
Hospital Readmissions Reduction
Program—Administration Issues.

Ngozi Uzokwe, ngozi.uzokwe@
cms.hhs.gov, Hospital Readmissions
Reduction Program—Measures Issues.

Jennifer Tate, jennifer.tate@
cms.hhs.gov, Hospital-Acquired
Condition Reduction Program—
Administration Issues.

Ngozi Uzokwe, ngozi.uzokwe@
cms.hhs.gov, Hospital-Acquired
Condition Reduction Program—
Measures Issues.

Julia Venanzi, julia.venanzi@
cms.hhs.gov, Hospital Inpatient Quality
Reporting Program and Hospital Value-
Based Purchasing Program—
Administration Issues.

Melissa Hager, melissa.hager@
cms.hhs.gov and Ngozi Uzokwe,
ngozi.uzokwe@cms.hhs.gov—Hospital
Inpatient Quality Reporting Program
and Hospital Value-Based Purchasing
Program—Measures Issues Except
Hospital Consumer Assessment of
Healthcare Providers and Systems
Issues.

Elizabeth Goldstein,
elizabeth.goldstein@cms.hhs.gov,
Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting
and Hospital Value-Based Purchasing—
Hospital Consumer Assessment of
Healthcare Providers and Systems
Measures Issues.

Ora Dawedeit, ora.dawedeit@
cms.hhs.gov, PPS-Exempt Cancer
Hospital Quality Reporting—
Administration Issues.

Leah Domino, leah.domino@
cms.hhs.gov, PPS-Exempt Cancer
Hospital Quality Reporting Program-
Measure Issues.

Ariel Cress, ariel.cress@cms.hhs.gov,
Lorraine Wickiser, Lorraine, Wickiser@
cms.hhs.gov, Long-Term Care Hospital
Quality Reporting Program—Data
Reporting Issues.

Jessica Warren, jessica.warren@
cms.hhs.gov and Elizabeth Holland,
elizabeth.holland@cms.hhs.gov,
Medicare Promoting Interoperability
Program.

Jennifer Milby, jennifer.milby@
cms.hhs.gov and Sara Brice-Payne,
sara.brice-payne@cms.hhs.gov, Special
Requirements for Rural Emergency
Hospitals (REHs).

Lisa O. Wilson, Lisa.Wilson2@
cms.hhs.gov, Physician-Owned Hospital
Issues.

Frank Whelan, Frank.Whelan@
cms.hhs.gov, Disclosure of Ownership.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Tables Available on the CMS Website

The IPPS tables for this fiscal year
(FY) 2024 final rule are available on the
CMS website at https://www.cms.gov/
Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-
Payment/AcutelnpatientPPS/index.
html. Click on the link on the left side
of the screen titled “FY 2024 IPPS Final
Rule Home Page” or ““Acute Inpatient—
Files for Download.”” The LTCH PPS
tables for this FY 2024 final rule are
available on the CMS website at https://
www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-
for-Service-Payment/LongTerm
CareHospitalPPS/index.html under the
list item for Regulation Number CMS—
1785-F. For further details on the
contents of the tables referenced in this
final rule, we refer readers to section VI.
of the Addendum to this FY 2024 IPPS/
LTCH PPS final rule.

Readers who experience any problems
accessing any of the tables that are
posted on the CMS websites, as
previously identified, should contact
Michael Treitel, DAC@cms.hhs.gov.
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I. Executive Summary and Background
A. Executive Summary

1. Purpose and Legal Authority

This FY 2024 IPPS/LTCH PPS final
rule makes payment and policy changes
under the Medicare inpatient
prospective payment system (IPPS) for
operating and capital-related costs of
acute care hospitals as well as for
certain hospitals and hospital units
excluded from the IPPS. In addition, it
makes payment and policy changes for
inpatient hospital services provided by
long-term care hospitals (LTCHs) under
the long-term care hospital prospective
payment system (LTCH PPS). This final
rule also makes policy changes to
programs associated with Medicare IPPS
hospitals, IPPS-excluded hospitals, and
LTCHs. In this FY 2024 final rule, we
are finalizing our proposal to continue
policies to address wage index
disparities impacting low wage index
hospitals. We are also finalizing our
proposed changes relating to Medicare
graduate medical education (GME) for
teaching hospitals and new technology
add-on payments.

In this FY 2024 final rule, we are
finalizing our changes to the regulation
governing the counting of days
associated with individuals eligible for
certain benefits provided by section
1115 demonstrations in the Medicaid
fraction of a hospital’s DPP that were
proposed in CMS 1788-P, Medicare
Program; Medicare Disproportionate
Share Hospital (DSH) Payments:
Counting Certain Days Associated With
Section 1115 Demonstrations in the
Medicaid Fraction (88 FR 12623).

We are finalizing our proposals to
establish new requirements and revise
existing requirements for eligible
hospitals and CAHs participating in the
Medicare Promoting Interoperability
Program.

In the Hospital VBP Program, we are
finalizing our proposals to add one new
measure, substantively modify two
existing measures, add technical
changes to the administration of the
Hospital Consumer Assessment of
Healthcare Providers and Systems
(HCAHPS) Survey, change the scoring
policy to include a health equity scoring
adjustment, and modify the Total
Performance Score (TPS) maximum to
be 110, resulting in a numeric score
range of 0 to 110. We are also providing
estimated and newly established
performance standards for the FY 2026
through FY 2029 program years for the
Hospital VBP Program.
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In the HAC Reduction Program, we
are finalizing our proposals to establish
a validation reconsideration process for
data validation and to add an additional
targeting criterion for validation. We did
not propose any changes and are not
finalizing any changes for the Hospital
Readmissions Reduction Program.

In the Hospital IQR Program, we are
finalizing our proposals to add three
new measures, to modify three existing
measures, and to remove three
measures. We are also finalizing our
proposed changes to add technical
changes to the administration of the
HCAHPS Survey and to add an
additional targeting criterion for
validation.

In the PPS-Exempt Cancer Hospital
Quality Reporting Program (PCHQR), we
are finalizing our proposals to add four
new measures and to modify an existing
measure. We are also finalizing our
proposed changes to add technical
changes to the administration of the
HCAHPS Survey and to begin public
reporting of one measure.

In the LTCH QRP, we are finalizing
our proposals to add two new measures,
modify an existing measure, remove two
measures, and increase the LTCH QRP
data completion thresholds for LTCH
Continuity Assessment Record and
Evaluation (CARE) Data Set (LCDS)
items. Additionally, we provide a
summary of the comments received to
our request for information on
principles for selecting and prioritizing
LTCH QRP quality measures and
concepts under consideration for future
years and our update on CMS’
continued efforts to close the health
equity gap.

Under various statutory authorities,
we either discuss continued program
implementation or make changes to the
Medicare IPPS, the LTCH PPS, other
related payment methodologies and
programs for FY 2024 and subsequent
fiscal years, and other policies and
provisions included in this rule. These
statutory authorities include, but are not
limited to, the following:

e Section 1886(d) of the Social
Security Act (the Act), which sets forth
a system of payment for the operating
costs of acute care hospital inpatient
stays under Medicare Part A (Hospital
Insurance) based on prospectively set
rates. Section 1886(g) of the Act requires
that, instead of paying for capital-related
costs of inpatient hospital services on a
reasonable cost basis, the Secretary use
a prospective payment system (PPS).

e Section 1886(d)(1)(B) of the Act,
which specifies that certain hospitals
and hospital units are excluded from the
IPPS. These hospitals and units are:
rehabilitation hospitals and units;

LTCHs; psychiatric hospitals and units;
children’s hospitals; cancer hospitals;
extended neoplastic disease care
hospitals; and hospitals located outside
the 50 States, the District of Columbia,
and Puerto Rico (that is, hospitals
located in the U.S. Virgin Islands,
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
and American Samoa). Religious
nonmedical health care institutions
(RNHCISs) are also excluded from the
IPPS.

e Sections 123(a) and (c) of the
Balanced Budget Refinement Act of
1999 (BBRA) (Public Law (Pub. L.) 106—
113) and section 307(b)(1) of the
Benefits Improvement and Protection
Act of 2000 (BIPA) (Pub. L. 106-554) (as
codified under section 1886(m)(1) of the
Act), which provide for the
development and implementation of a
prospective payment system for
payment for inpatient hospital services
of LTCHs described in section
1886(d)(1)(B)(iv) of the Act.

e Section 1814(1)(4) of the Act
requires downward adjustments to the
applicable percentage increase,
beginning with FY 2015, for CAHs that
do not successfully demonstrate
meaningful use of certified electronic
health record technology (CEHRT) for
an EHR reporting payment for a
payment adjustment year.

e Section 1814(1)(4) of the Act, which
requires downward adjustments to the
applicable percentage increase,
beginning with FY 2015, for CAHs that
do not successfully demonstrate
meaningful use of certified electronic
health record technology (CEHRT) for
an electronic health record (EHR)
reporting payment for a payment
adjustment year.

e Section 1886(a)(4) of the Act, which
specifies that costs of approved
educational activities are excluded from
the operating costs of inpatient hospital
services. Hospitals with approved
graduate medical education (GME)
programs are paid for the direct costs of
GME in accordance with section 1886(h)
of the Act. Hospitals paid under the
IPPS with approved GME programs are
paid for the indirect costs of training
residents in accordance with section
1886(d)(5)(B) of the Act.

e Section 1886(d)(5)(F) of the Act
provides for additional Medicare IPPS
payments to subsection (d) hospitals
that serve a significantly
disproportionate number of low-income
patients. These payments are known as
the Medicare disproportionate share
hospital (DSH) adjustment. Section
1886(d)(5)(F) of the Act specifies the
methods under which a hospital may
qualify for the DSH payment
adjustment.

e Section 1886(b)(3)(B)(viii) of the
Act, which requires the Secretary to
reduce the applicable percentage
increase that would otherwise apply to
the standardized amount applicable to a
subsection (d) hospital for discharges
occurring in a fiscal year if the hospital
does not submit data on measures in a
form and manner, and at a time,
specified by the Secretary.

e Section 1886(b)(3)(B)(ix) of the Act,
which requires downward adjustments
to the applicable percentage increase,
beginning with FY 2015 (and beginning
with FY 2022 for subsection (d) Puerto
Rico hospitals), for eligible hospitals
that do not successfully demonstrate
meaningful use of CEHRT for an EHR
reporting period for a payment
adjustment year.

e Section 1866(k) of the Act, which
provides for the establishment of a
quality reporting program for hospitals
described in section 1886(d)(1)(B)(v) of
the Act, referred to as “PPS-exempt
cancer hospitals.”

e Section 1886(n) of the Act, which
establishes the requirements for an
eligible hospital to be treated as a
meaningful EHR user of CEHRT for an
EHR reporting period for a payment year
or, for purposes of subsection
(b)(3)(B)(ix) of the Act, for a fiscal year.

e Section 1886(0) of the Act, which
requires the Secretary to establish a
Hospital Value- Based Purchasing (VBP)
Program, under which value-based
incentive payments are made in a fiscal
year to hospitals meeting performance
standards established for a performance
period for such fiscal year.

e Section 1886(p) of the Act, which
establishes a Hospital-Acquired
Condition (HAC) Reduction Program,
under which payments to applicable
hospitals are adjusted to provide an
incentive to reduce hospital-acquired
conditions.

e Section 1886(q) of the Act, as
amended by section 15002 of the 21st
Century Cures Act, which establishes
the Hospital Readmissions Reduction
Program. Under the program, payments
for discharges from an applicable
hospital as defined under section
1886(d) of the Act will be reduced to
account for certain excess readmissions.
Section 15002 of the 21st Century Cures
Act directs the Secretary to compare
hospitals with respect to the number of
their Medicare-Medicaid dual-eligible
beneficiaries in determining the extent
of excess readmissions.

e Section 1886(r) of the Act, as added
by section 3133 of the Affordable Care
Act, which provides for a reduction to
disproportionate share hospital (DSH)
payments under section 1886(d)(5)(F) of
the Act and for an additional
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uncompensated care payment to eligible
hospitals. Specifically, section 1886(r)
of the Act requires that, for fiscal year
2014 and each subsequent fiscal year,
subsection (d) hospitals that would
otherwise receive a DSH payment made
under section 1886(d)(5)(F) of the Act
will receive two separate payments: (1)
25 percent of the amount they
previously would have received under
the statutory formula for Medicare DSH
payments in section 1886(d)(5)(F) of the
Act (“the empirically justified
amount”), and (2) an additional
payment for the DSH hospital’s
proportion of uncompensated care,
determined as the product of three
factors. These three factors are: (1) 75
percent of the payments that would
otherwise be made under section
1886(d)(5)(F) of the Act, in the absence
of section 1886(r) of the Act; (2) 1 minus
the percent change in the percent of
individuals who are uninsured; and (3)
the hospital’s uncompensated care
amount relative to the uncompensated
care amount of all DSH hospitals
expressed as a percentage.

e Section 1886(m)(5) of the Act,
which requires the Secretary to reduce
by two percentage points the annual
update to the standard Federal rate for
discharges for a long-term care hospital
(LTCH) during the rate year for LTCHs
that do not submit data in the form,
manner, and at a time, specified by the
Secretary.

e Section 1886(m)(6) of the Act, as
added by section 1206(a)(1) of the
Pathway for Sustainable Growth Rate
(SGR) Reform Act of 2013 (Pub. L. 113—
67) and amended by section 51005(a) of
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (Pub.
L. 115-123), which provided for the
establishment of site neutral payment
rate criteria under the LTCH PPS, with
implementation beginning in FY 2016.
Section 51005(b) of the Bipartisan
Budget Act of 2018 amended section
1886(m)(6)(B) by adding new clause (iv),
which specifies that the IPPS
comparable amount defined in clause
(ii)(I) shall be reduced by 4.6 percent for
FYs 2018 through 2026.

e Section 1899B of the Act, as added
by section 2(a) of the Improving
Medicare Post-Acute Care
Transformation Act of 2014 (IMPACT
Act) (Pub. L. 113-185), which provides
for the establishment of standardized
data reporting for certain post-acute care
providers, including LTCHs.

e Section 1861(kkk) of the Act
requires the Secretary to establish the
conditions REHs must meet in order to
participate in the Medicare program and
which are considered necessary to
ensure the health and safety of patients
receiving services at these entities.

e Section 1877(i) of the Act, as added
by section 6001 (a)(3) of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act of
2010 (Affordable Care Act) (Pub. L. 111—
148) and amended by section 1106 of
the Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act of 2010 (HCERA)
(Pub. L. 111-152), which requires the
Secretary to establish and implement a
process under which a hospital that is
an “‘applicable hospital” or a “high
Medicaid facility”” may apply for an
exception from the prohibition on
expansion of facility capacity.

2. Summary of the Major Provisions

The following is a summary of the
major provisions in this final rule. In
general, these major provisions are
being finalized as part of the annual
update to the payment policies and
payment rates, consistent with the
applicable statutory provisions. A
general summary of the changes in this
final rule is presented in section I.D. of
the preamble of this final rule.

a. Modification to the Rural Wage Index
Calculation Methodology

As discussed in section III.G.1. of this
final rule, CMS has taken the
opportunity to revisit the case law, prior
public comments, and the relevant
statutory language with regard to its
policies involving the treatment of
hospitals that have reclassified as rural
under section 1886(d)(8)(E) of the Act,
as implemented in the regulations under
42 CFR 412.103. After doing so, CMS
now agrees that the best reading of
section 1886(d)(8)(E) is that it instructs
CMS to treat §412.103 hospitals the
same as geographically rural hospitals.
Therefore, we believe it is proper to
include these hospitals in all iterations
of the rural wage index calculation
methodology included in section
1886(d) of the Act, including all hold
harmless calculations in that provision.
Beginning with FY 2024, we will
include hospitals with §412.103
reclassification along with
geographically rural hospitals in all
rural wage index calculations and only
exclude “dual reclass” hospitals
(hospitals with simultaneous §412.103
and Medicare Geographic Classification
Review Board (MGCRB)
reclassifications) in accordance with the
hold harmless provision at section
1886(d)(8)(C)(ii) of the Act.

b. Continuation of the Low Wage Index
Hospital Policy

To help mitigate growing wage index
disparities between high wage and low
wage hospitals, in the FY 2020 IPPS/
LTCH PPS rule (84 FR 42326 through
42332), we adopted a policy to increase

the wage index values for certain
hospitals with low wage index values
(the low wage index hospital policy).
This policy was adopted in a budget
neutral manner through an adjustment
applied to the standardized amounts for
all hospitals. We also indicated our
intention that this policy would be
effective for at least 4 years, beginning
in FY 2020, in order to allow employee
compensation increases implemented
by these hospitals sufficient time to be
reflected in the wage index calculation.
As discussed in section III.G.4. of the
preamble of this final rule, as we only
have 1 year of relevant data at this time
that we could use to evaluate any
potential impacts of this policy, we
believe it is necessary to wait until we
have useable data from additional fiscal
years before making any decision to
modify or discontinue the policy.
Therefore, for FY 2024, we are finalizing
our proposal to continue the low wage
index hospital policy and the related
budget neutrality adjustment.

c. DSH Payment Adjustment and
Additional Payment for Uncompensated
Care

Under section 1886(r) of the Act,
which was added by section 3133 of the
Affordable Care Act, starting in FY
2014, Medicare disproportionate share
hospitals (DSHs) receive 25 percent of
the amount they previously would have
received under the statutory formula for
Medicare DSH payments in section
1886(d)(5)(F) of the Act. The remaining
amount, equal to 75 percent of the
amount that otherwise would have been
paid as Medicare DSH payments, is paid
as additional payments after the amount
is reduced for changes in the percentage
of individuals that are uninsured. Each
Medicare DSH will receive an
additional payment based on its share of
the total amount of uncompensated care
for all Medicare DSHs for a given time
period.

In this final rule, we are finalizing our
proposal to update our estimates of the
three factors used to determine
uncompensated care payments for FY
2024. We are also finalizing our
proposal to continue to use uninsured
estimates produced by CMS’ Office of
the Actuary (OACT) as part of the
development of the National Health
Expenditure Accounts (NHEA) in
conjunction with more recently
available data in the calculation of
Factor 2. Consistent with the regulation
at §412.106(g)(1)(iii)(C)(11), which was
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adopted in the FY 2023 IPPS/LTCH PPS
final rule, for FY 2024, we will use the

3 most recent years of audited data on
uncompensated care costs from
Worksheet S—10 of the FY 2018, FY
2019, and FY 2020 cost reports to
calculate Factor 3 in the uncompensated
care payment methodology for all
eligible hospitals.

Beginning with FY 2023, we
established a supplemental payment for
THS and Tribal hospitals and hospitals
located in Puerto Rico, to help prevent
undue long-term financial disruption to
these hospitals due to the decision to
discontinue use of the low-income
insured days proxy in the
uncompensated care payment
methodology for these providers.

In this final rule we are also finalizing
our proposal (88 FR 12623) on counting
of days associated with individuals
eligible for certain benefits provided by
section 1115 demonstrations in the
Medicaid fraction of a hospital’s
disproportionate patient percentage for
the purposes of determining Medicare
DSH payments to subsection (d)
hospitals under section 1886(d)(5)(F) of
the Act. Specifically, under our
finalized policy, for purposes of the
Medicare DSH calculation in section
1886(d)(5)(F)(vi) of the Act we will
“regard as” “‘eligible for medical
assistance under a State plan approved
under title XIX”" patients who (1)
receive health insurance authorized by
a section 1115 demonstration or (2) buy
health insurance with premium
assistance provided to them under a
section 1115 demonstration, where State
expenditures to provide the health
insurance or premium assistance is
matched with funds from title XIX.
Furthermore, of these expansion groups
we regard as eligible for Medicaid, we
include in the disproportionate patient
percentage (DPP) Medicaid fraction
numerator only the days of those
patients who receive from the
demonstration (1) health insurance that
covers inpatient hospital services or (2)
premium assistance that covers 100
percent of the premium cost to the
patient, which the patient uses to buy
health insurance that covers inpatient
hospital services, provided in either
case that the patient is not also entitled
to Medicare Part A. Finally, patients
whose inpatient hospital costs are paid
for with funds from an uncompensated/
undercompensated care pool authorized
by a section 1115 demonstration will
not be patients “regarded as”’ eligible for
Medicaid, and the days of such patients
may not be included in the DPP
Medicaid fraction numerator.

d. Hospital Readmissions Reduction
Program

We did not propose any changes to
the Hospital Readmissions Reduction
Program. We note that all previously
finalized policies under this program
will continue to apply and refer readers
to the FY 2023 IPPS/LTCH PPS final
rule (87 FR 49081 through 49094) for
information on these policies.

e. Hospital Value-Based Purchasing
(VBP) Program

Section 1886(0) of the Act requires the
Secretary to establish a Hospital VBP
Program under which value-based
incentive payments are made in a fiscal
year to hospitals based on their
performance on measures established
for a performance period for such fiscal
year. In this final rule, we are finalizing
our proposal to adopt modified versions
of: (1) the Medicare Spending Per
Beneficiary (MSPB) Hospital measure
beginning with the FY 2028 program
year; and (2) the Hospital-level Risk-
Standardized Complication Rate (RSCR)
Following Elective Primary Total Hip
Arthroplasty (THA) and/or Total Knee
Arthroplasty (TKA) measure beginning
with the FY 2030 program year. In
addition, we are finalizing our proposal
to adopt the Severe Sepsis and Septic
Shock: Management Bundle measure in
the Safety Domain beginning with the
FY 2026 program year.

We are finalizing our proposal to
make technical changes to the form and
manner of the administration of the
HCAHPS Survey measure under the
Hospital VBP Program beginning with
the FY 2027 program year in alignment
with the Hospital IQR Program.
Additionally, we are finalizing our
proposal to adopt a health equity
scoring change for rewarding excellent
care in underserved populations
beginning with the FY 2026 program
year, as well as the proposal to modify
the Total Performance Score (TPS)
maximum to be 110, such that the TPS
numeric score range would be 0 to 110
in order to afford even top-performing
hospitals the opportunity to receive the
additional health equity bonus points
under the health equity scoring change.

f. Hospital-Acquired Condition
Reduction Program

Section 1886(p) of the Act establishes
the HAC Reduction Program under
which payments to applicable hospitals
are adjusted to provide an incentive to
reduce hospital-acquired conditions. In
this final rule, we are finalizing our
proposal to establish a validation
reconsideration process for hospitals
who fail data validation beginning with

the FY 2025 program year, affecting
calendar year 2022 discharges. We are
also finalizing modification of the
validation targeting criteria to include
hospitals granted an extraordinary
circumstances exceptions (ECEs)
beginning with the FY 2027 program
year, affecting calendar year 2024
discharges.

g. Modification of the COVID-19
Vaccination Coverage Among
Healthcare Personnel (HCP) Measure in
the Hospital IQR Program, PCHQR
Program, and LTCH QRP

In the FY 2024 IPPS/LTCH PPS final
rule, we are finalizing our proposal to
modify the COVID-19 Vaccination
Coverage among HCP measure to
replace the term “complete vaccination
course”” with the term “up to date”” with
regard to recommended COVID-19
vaccines beginning with the Quarter 4
(Q4) calendar year (CY) 2023 reporting
period/FY 2025 payment determination
for the Hospital IQR Program, and the
FY 2025 program year for the LTCH
QRP and the PCHQR Program.

h. Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting
(IQR) Program

Under section 1886(b)(3)(B)(viii) of
the Act, subsection (d) hospitals are
required to report data on measures
selected by the Secretary for a fiscal year
in order to receive the full annual
percentage increase.

In the FY 2024 IPPS/LTCH PPS final
rule, we are finalizing several changes to
the Hospital IQR Program. We are
finalizing the adoption of three new
measures: (1) Hospital Harm—Pressure
Injury electronic clinical quality
measure (eCQM) beginning with the CY
2025 reporting period/FY 2027 payment
determination; (2) Hospital Harm—
Acute Kidney Injury eCQM beginning
with the CY 2025 reporting period/FY
2027 payment determination; and (3)
Excessive Radiation eCQM beginning
with the CY 2025 reporting period/FY
2027 payment determination. We are
also finalizing the modification of three
current measures: (1) Hybrid Hospital-
Wide All-Cause Risk Standardized
Mortality (HWM) measure beginning
with the FY 2027 payment
determination; (2) Hybrid Hospital-
Wide All-Cause Readmission (HWR)
measure beginning with the FY 2027
payment determination; and (3) COVID-
19 Vaccination Coverage among HCP
measure beginning with the Q4 CY 2023
reporting period/FY 2025 payment
determination. We are also finalizing
the removal of three current measures:
(1) Hospital-level Risk-standardized
Complication Rate (RSCR) Following
Elective Primary Total Hip Arthroplasty
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(THA) and/or Total Knee Arthroplasty
(TKA) measure beginning with the April
1, 2025-March 31, 2028 reporting
period/FY 2030 payment determination
pursuant to Removal Factor 8; (2)
Medicare Spending Per Beneficiary
(MSPB) Hospital measure beginning
with the CY 2026 reporting period/FY
2028 payment determination pursuant
to Removal Factor 8; and (3) Elective
Delivery (PC—01) measure beginning
with the CY 2024 reporting period/FY
2026 payment determination pursuant
to Removal Factor 1. We are finalizing
the codification of our Measure Removal
Factors.

We are also finalizing two changes to
current policies related to data
submission, reporting, and validation:
(1) Technical changes to the form and
manner of the administration of the
HCAHPS Survey Measure beginning
with the CY 2025 reporting period/FY
2027 payment determination; and (2)
Modification of the targeting criteria for
hospital validation for extraordinary
circumstances exceptions (ECEs)
beginning with the FY 2027 payment
determination.

i. PPS-Exempt Cancer Hospital Quality
Reporting Program

Section 1866(k)(1) of the Act requires,
for purposes of FY 2014 and each
subsequent fiscal year, that a hospital
described in section 1886(d)(1)(B)(v) of
the Act (a PPS-exempt cancer hospital,
or a PCH) submit data in accordance
with section 1866(k)(2) of the Act with
respect to such fiscal year. There is no
financial impact to PCH Medicare
payment if a PCH does not participate.

In the FY 2024 IPPS/LTCH PPS final
rule, we are finalizing our proposals to
adopt four new measures for the PCHQR
Program: (i) three health equity-focused
measures: the Facility Commitment to
Health Equity measure, the Screening
for Social Drivers of Health measure,
and the Screen Positive Rate for Social
Drivers of Health measure; and (ii) a
patient preference-focused measure, the
Documentation of Goals of Care
Discussions Among Cancer Patients
measure. We are also finalizing our
proposal to adopt a modified version of
the COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage
among HCP measure beginning with the
FY 2025 program year. We are also
finalizing our proposals to publicly
report the Surgical Treatment
Complications for Localized Prostate
Cancer (PCH-37) measure beginning
with data from the FY 2025 program
year, and technical changes to the form
and manner of the administration of the
HCAHPS survey measure beginning
with the FY 2027 program year.

j. Long-Term Care Hospital Quality
Reporting Program (LTCH QRP)

We are finalizing several changes to
the LTCH QRP. Specifically, we are: (1)
adopting a modified version of the
COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage among
HCP measure beginning with the FY
2025 LTCH QRP; (2) adopting the
Discharge Function Score measure
beginning with the FY 2025 LTCH QRP;
(3) removing the Percent of LTCH
Patients with an Admission and
Discharge Functional Assessment and a
Care Plan That Addresses Function
measure beginning with the FY 2025
LTCH QRP; (4) removing the
Application of Percent of LTCH Patients
with an Admission and Discharge
Functional Assessment and a Care Plan
That Addresses Function measure
beginning with the FY 2025 LTCH QRP;
(5) adopting the COVID—19 Vaccine:
Percent of Patients/Residents Who Are
Up to Date measure beginning with the
FY 2026 LTCH QRP; (6) increasing the
LTCH QRP data completion thresholds
for the LCDS beginning with the FY
2026 LTCH QRP; and (7) beginning
public reporting of the Transfer of
Health (TOH) Information to the Patient-
Post-Acute Care (PAC) and TOH
Information to the Provider-PAC
measures.

k. Medicare Promoting Interoperability
Program

In this final rule, we are finalizing
several changes to the Medicare
Promoting Interoperability Program.
Specifically, we are finalizing our
proposals to: (1) amend the definition of
“EHR reporting period for a payment
adjustment year” at 42 CFR 495.4 for
eligible hospitals and CAHs
participating in the Medicare Promoting
Interoperability Program, to define the
electronic health record (EHR) reporting
period in CY 2025 as a minimum of any
continuous 180-day period within CY
2025; (2) update the definition of “EHR
reporting period for a payment
adjustment year” at § 495.4 for eligible
hospitals such that, beginning in CY
2025, those hospitals that have not
successfully demonstrated meaningful
use in a prior year will not be required
to attest to meaningful use by October
1st of the year prior to the payment
adjustment year; (3) modify our
requirements for the Safety Assurance
Factors for EHR Resilience (SAFER)
Guides measure beginning with the EHR
reporting period in CY 2024, to require
eligible hospitals and CAHs to attest
“yes” to having conducted an annual
self-assessment of all nine SAFER
Guides at any point during the calendar
year in which the EHR reporting period

occurs; (4) modify the way we refer to
the calculation considerations related to
unique patients or actions for Medicare
Promoting Interoperability Program
objectives and measures for which there
is no numerator and denominator; and
(5) adopt three new eCQMs beginning
with the CY 2025 reporting period for
eligible hospitals and CAHs to select as
one of their three self-selected eCQMs:
the Hospital Harm—Pressure Injury
eCQM, the Hospital Harm—Acute
Kidney Injury eCQM, and the Excessive
Radiation Dose or Inadequate Image
Quality for Diagnostic Computed
Tomography (CT) in Adults (Hospital
Level—Inpatient) eCQM.

1. Changes to the Severity Level
Designation for Z Codes Describing
Homelessness

As discussed in section II.C. of the
preamble of this final rule, we are
finalizing the proposed change the
severity level designation for social
determinants of health (SDOH)
diagnosis codes describing
homelessness from non-complication or
comorbidity (NonCC) to complication or
comorbidity (CC) for FY 2024.
Consistent with our annual updates to
account for changes in resource
consumption, treatment patterns, and
the clinical characteristics of patients,
CMS is recognizing homelessness as an
indicator of increased resource
utilization in the acute inpatient
hospital setting.

Consistent with the Administration’s
goal of advancing health equity for all,
including members of historically
underserved and under-resourced
communities, as described in the
President’s January 20, 2021 Executive
Order 13985 on ‘“Advancing Racial
Equity and Support for Underserved
Communities Through the Federal
Government,” * we also continue to be
interested in receiving feedback on how
we might otherwise foster the
documentation and reporting of the
diagnosis codes describing social and
economic circumstances to more
accurately reflect each health care
encounter and improve the reliability
and validity of the coded data including
in support of efforts to advance health
equity.

3. Summary of Costs and Benefits

The following table provides a
summary of the costs, savings, and
benefits associated with the major

1 Available at 86 FR 7009 (January 25, 2021)
(https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/
01/25/2021-01753/advancing-racial-equity-and-
support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-
federal-government).
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provisions described in section I.A.2. of

the preamble of this final rule.
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