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specific questions related to collection
activities should be directed to LT
Dustin Picard, Chief, NOAA Corps
Recruiting Branch, (301) 713-7717, or
chief.noaacorps.recruiting@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This is a request for revision and
extension of an existing information
collection.

The NOAA Commissioned Officer
Corps is the uniformed service of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), a bureau of the
United States Department of Commerce.
Officers serve under Senate-confirmed
appointments and Presidential
commissions (33 U.S.C. chapter 17,
subchapter 1, sections 853 and 854).
The NOAA Corps provides a cadre of
professionals trained in engineering,
earth sciences, oceanography,
meteorology, fisheries science, and
other related disciplines who serve their
country by supporting NOAA’s mission
of surveying the Earth’s oceans, coasts,
and atmosphere to ensure the economic
and physical well-being of the Nation.

NOAA Corps officers operate vessels
and aircraft engaged in scientific
missions and serve in leadership
positions throughout NOAA. Persons
wishing to apply for an appointment in
the NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps
must complete an application package,
including NOAA Form 56—42, at least
three letters of recommendation, and
official transcripts. A personal interview
must also be conducted. Eligibility
requirements include a bachelor’s
degree with at least 48 credit hours of
science, engineering, or other
disciplines related to NOAA’s mission,
excellent health, and normal color
vision with uncorrected visual acuity no
worse than 20/400 in each eye
(correctable to 20/20).

The revision includes updates which
reflect the current status of the NOAA
Corps. This includes amending the
essay questions and updating the
instructions to reflect a new direct-to-
aviation recruitment model.

1I. Method of Collection

Applicants must utilize the online E-
recruit electronic application to
complete and digitally submit the form.
An in-person interview is also required.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—-0047.

Form Number(s): NOAA 56—42 and
NOAA 56—42A.

Type of Review: Regular submission
[revision and extension of an existing
information collection.]

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
300.

Estimated Time per Response: Written
applications, 2 hours; interviews, 5
hours; references, 15 minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 2,475.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $21,750.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
Obtain or Retain Benefits.

Legal Authority: 33 U.S.C. chapter 17,
subchapter 1, sections 853 and 854.

IV. Request for Comments

We are soliciting public comments to
permit the Department/Bureau to: (a)
Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary for
the proper functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) Evaluate the
accuracy of our estimate of the time and
cost burden for this proposed collection,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
Evaluate ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) Minimize the
reporting burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include or
summarize each comment in our request
to OMB to approve this ICR. Before
including your address, phone number,
email address, or other personal
identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you may ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Sheleen Dumas,

Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of
the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.

[FR Doc. 2023-17169 Filed 8-9-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office
[Docket No. PTO-T-2023-0028]

Changes to Duration of Attorney
Recognition; Notice of Public Listening
Session and Request for Comments

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public listening
session; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO or Office)
seeks public comments on changes to
the trademark rule regarding the
duration of attorney recognition. In
addition, the USPTO is announcing a
public listening session on September
26, 2023, titled “Changes to Duration of
Attorney Recognition,” to offer further
opportunity for the public to provide
input on this topic.

DATES: The public listening session will
take place on September 26, 2023, from
2-3:30 p.m. ET. Anyone wishing to
present oral testimony at the hearing,
either in person or virtually, must
submit a written request for an
opportunity to do so no later than
September 15, 2023. Persons seeking to
attend, either in person or virtually, but
not to speak at the event must register
by September 18, 2023. Seating is
limited for in-person attendance. The
USPTO will accept written comments
until October 6, 2023.

ADDRESSES:

Public Listening Session

The public listening session will take
place in person in the Clara Barton
Auditorium at the USPTO, 600 Dulany
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. The
session will also be available via live
feed for those wishing to attend
remotely. Registration is required for
both in-person and virtual attendance.
Information on registration is available
on the USPTO’s website at
www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/
trademark-public-listening-session-
changes-duration-attorney-recognition.

Request for Comments

For reasons of Government efficiency,
commenters must submit their
comments through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at
www.regulations.gov. To submit
comments via the portal, enter docket
number PTO-T-2023-0028 on the
homepage and click “search.” The site
will provide a search results page listing
all documents associated with this
docket. Find a reference to this request
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for comments and click on the
“Comment” icon, complete the required
fields, and enter or attach your
comments. Attachments to electronic
comments will be accepted in ADOBE®
portable document format (PDF) or
MICROSOFT WORD® format. Because
comments will be made available for
public inspection, information that the
submitter does not desire to make
public, such as an address or phone
number, should not be included in the
comments.

Visit the Federal eRulemaking Portal
for additional instructions on providing
comments via the portal. If electronic
submission of comments is not feasible
due to a lack of access to a computer
and/or the internet, please contact the
USPTO using the contact information
below for special instructions regarding
how to submit comments by mail or by
hand delivery.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Catherine Cain, Office of the Deputy
Commissioner for Trademark
Examination Policy, at 571-272-8946 or
TMPolicy@uspto.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

Under the Trademark Rules of
Practice, the USPTO will recognize an
attorney qualified under 37 CFR 11.14
as an applicant’s or registrant’s
representative if that attorney files a
power of attorney, signs a document on
behalf of an applicant or registrant who
is not already represented, or is
otherwise identified in a document
submitted on behalf of an applicant or
registrant who is not already
represented. 37 CFR 2.17(b). Once an
attorney is recognized, the USPTO will
correspond only with that attorney until
recognition ends. 37 CFR 2.18(a)(2).
Recognition as to a pending application
ends when the mark registers, when
ownership changes, or when the
application is abandoned. 37 CFR
2.17(g)(1). Recognition as to a
registration ends when the registration
is canceled or expired, when ownership
changes, or upon acceptance or final
rejection of a post registration
maintenance filing. 37 CFR 2.17(g)(2).
The USPTO does not inquire into any
engagement agreement between the
attorney and the applicant or registrant
to determine whether representation
continues after the events that trigger
the end of recognition under § 2.17(g).
Therefore, following such an event, the
trademark rules dictate that the USPTO
correspond only with the applicant or
registrant. 37 CFR 2.18(a). However,
past customer feedback indicated that,
in most cases, even after the occurrence

of an event listed in the current
§2.17(g), representation continued, and
the attorney should be the only
recipient of the trademark registration
certificate, maintenance and renewal
reminders, and any other
correspondence. For this reason, the
USPTO currently sends, as a courtesy,
correspondence to the attorney of
record, except in connection with
petitions to cancel filed with the
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board,
which are served on the registrant.

For several years, some outside
practitioners have expressed concern
that the current recognition rule, when
read in conjunction with the
correspondence rule, is problematic for
practitioners whose recognition before
the Office ends even though their
representation of the applicant or
registrant continues based on
engagement agreements. These
practitioners are concerned about
missing response deadlines when
representation continues, if they are
removed from the record when
recognition ends and will no longer
receive correspondence from the
USPTO regarding their clients’ matters
following abandonment or registration.
Many of these practitioners have
instructed their clients to disregard
anything sent directly to them about
their trademark application or
registration to avoid having the clients
subjected to a misleading solicitation,
which is a growing problem for the
USPTO and its customers. If their
clients disregard all communications,
including USPTO correspondence sent
to them pursuant to § 2.18(a), and the
practitioner is no longer receiving
correspondence from the USPTO,
deadlines for taking action would likely
be missed. This group would like the
USPTO to presume that representation,
and therefore recognition, continues
until the attorney withdraws or is
revoked so that they, and not their
clients, will continue to receive
correspondence from the USPTO.

Other practitioners have expressed
that they did not have any concerns
with the current recognition rule
because they do not wish to be subject
to continuing legal and ethical
obligations to the client after a listed
event occurs. The current rule works to
their advantage because they have no
obligation to file a withdrawal form
with the USPTO if recognition ends
automatically. However, these
practitioners have expressed concern as
to whether there is an ethical obligation
to contact their former clients about
correspondence sent to them as a
courtesy by the USPTO. As noted above,
the USPTO continues to list all

practitioners as the attorney of record
and to send correspondence to them,
even after recognition ended under the
rule, because of the concerns over
missed response deadlines.

In response to practitioner requests,
the USPTO sends the courtesy email
reminder that goes out in advance of the
due date for a post registration
maintenance document to both the
owner and the last attorney of record
(who is no longer recognized under the
current rule and should not receive
correspondence). The USPTO
implemented this courtesy practice by
sending the email reminders to both the
applicant/registrant and the attorney as
well as the notice of registration, the
notice of abandonment, and the notice
that an expungement or reexamination
petition had been filed against the
registration.

However, the practice has caused
confusion among practitioners and has
created some uncertainty for the USPTO
in implementing its regulations.
Sending email reminders and notices to
attorneys who are no longer recognized
under § 2.17(g) constitutes an unofficial
waiver of § 2.18(a), which governs the
parties with whom the USPTO will
correspond in trademark matters.
Moreover, despite the obligation under
§ 2.18(c) to maintain current and
accurate correspondence addresses, the
USPTO cannot be certain that the
correspondence information in its
records is still accurate, particularly
regarding post registration reminders
and notices that are sent 5-10 years or
more after registration.

II. Trademark Modernization Act
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

In a notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM) to implement provisions of the
Trademark Modernization Act (TMA),
published in the Federal Register on
May 18, 2021, the USPTO proposed to
revise 37 CFR 2.17(g) (86 FR 26862).
The suggested revisions indicated that,
for purposes of an application or
registration, recognition of a qualified
attorney as the applicant’s or registrant’s
representative would continue until the
owner revoked the appointment or the
attorney withdrew from representation,
even when there was a change of
ownership. Therefore, owners and/or
attorneys would be required to
proactively file an appropriate
revocation or withdrawal document
under 37 CFR 2.19 before a new attorney
could be recognized. The amendment
was proposed to address the issues
discussed above.

As noted in the final rule published
on November 17, 2021, the USPTO
received mixed comments regarding the
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proposed revisions to § 2.17(g) (86 FR
64300). While several commenters were
generally in favor of ongoing attorney
recognition, others preferred the current
practice, citing burdens associated with
the new rules.

The USPTO also proposed to remove
the name of any attorney whose
recognition had ended under existing
§2.17(g) from the current attorney-of-
record field in the USPTQO’s database,
along with the attorney’s bar
information and any docketing
information. However, the attorney’s
correspondence information, including
any correspondence email address,
would be retained so the USPTO could
continue to send relevant
correspondence and notices to both the
formerly recognized attorney and the
owner. Most commenters were opposed
to removing the attorney information
during the transition period, stating that
this would cause unnecessary burdens
to reappear in records.

Based on the public comments to the
TMA NPRM, the USPTO determined
that additional time was needed to
address the concerns expressed.
Therefore, the changes proposed in the
TMA NPRM were not included in the
TMA final rule. The USPTO now seeks
additional input on whether §2.17(g):
(1) should be amended as discussed
below, or (2) should not be amended,
and all attorney information be removed
when recognition ends following a
listed event in § 2.17(g).

III. Changes to Duration of Recognition
for Representation

The USPTO now seeks additional
feedback regarding possible changes to
the provisions addressing the duration
of recognition for representation in
§2.17(g). The changes under
consideration would allow recognition
as to a pending application or
registration to continue until the
applicant, registrant, or party to a
proceeding revokes the power of
attorney or the representative withdraws
from representation.

As noted above, such a rule change
would require an attorney who no
longer represents an applicant to
affirmatively withdraw or be revoked for
recognition to end. Shifting the burden
to the attorney to withdraw, or to the
owner to file a revocation, would give
the USPTO greater assurance that it is
communicating with the correct party. If
stakeholders support the rule change,
there are at least two challenges to
address:

(1) How to make withdrawal easier.

(2) How to implement the transition
in the USPTO database.

Although withdrawal is relatively
easy, it is worth exploring whether the
USPTO can make it even easier. In
addition, the USPTO must ensure that if
an attorney is deceased, it can
efficiently remove that practitioner from
its records. Moreover, the process must
be consistent with the Rules of
Professional Conduct, which dictate the
terms of withdrawal.

The other area of concern is the
transition of the USPTQO’s electronic
records from recognition for a set
duration to continued recognition
following any rule change. Two
categories of attorneys would be
immediately affected by any rule
change: (1) attorneys who are
recognized at the time the rule goes into
effect, and (2) attorneys whose
information remains in the record but
who are not currently recognized by
virtue of the previous recognition rule.
The revisions under consideration
would have limited effect on the first set
of attorneys because their existing
recognition would continue. There
would be some impact on attorneys
whose representation does not continue
past a certain event or date and who no
longer wish to be recognized by the
Office as the attorney of record because
they would have to proactively
withdraw to avoid any ambiguity.

The attorneys in the second group for
whom recognition has ended under the
current rule, even though their
information remains of record, cannot
be retroactively recognized by
implementation of the revisions under
consideration even if they prefer
recognition to continue. See Bowen v.
Georgetown Univ. Hosp., 488 U.S. 204,
208, 109 S. Ct. 468, 471-472, 102 L. Ed.
2d 493, 500 (1988). On the date the
USPTO recognized these attorneys, the
current rule was in effect, and they had
no notice that recognition would
continue beyond the events listed in
§2.17(g). To avoid this retroactive effect,
the USPTO proposed in the TMA NPRM
that all attorney information would be
removed from the database if a
recognition-ending event had already
occurred. To be recognized again, these
attorneys would need to: (1) reappear by
filing a document, and (2) reenter bar
and docket information. Some public
comments filed in response to this
proposal demonstrated a concern with
this approach because of the burden this
would place on trademark owners and
attorneys. However, removal of attorney
information comports with the current
recognition rule and the attorneys
subject to it.

The USPTO is now considering
deleting all attorney information, after a
listed event, from the records of all

applications filed or registrations issued
prior to the date of implementation of a
change to § 2.17(g) stating that
recognition continues until there is a
revocation or withdrawal of the
recognized attorney of record. The
USPTO has considered requests that
attorneys be given the opportunity to
opt in to remaining of record in such
situations. However, the USPTO has
neither the staff nor the technological
resources to implement an opt-in
alternative as to the affected
applications and registrations. In
addition, such a provision would not
reconcile inaccuracies in older records.

IV. Retaining the Current Provisions on
Recognition for Representation

If the USPTO does not amend
§2.17(g) to allow continued recognition
until there is a revocation or withdrawal
of the recognized attorney of record, the
USPTO would not continue the courtesy
practice of sending notices or reminders
to the listed attorney in addition to the
applicant or registrant. Pursuant to the
plain language of § 2.17(g) that
recognition ends when a listed event
occurs, all attorney information would
be removed when such an event occurs
or if it has already occurred. Thus,
correspondence and relevant notices
would no longer be sent to both the
formerly recognized attorney and the
owner. Following § 2.18(a),
correspondence and notices would be
sent to the applicant or registrant or to
a newly recognized attorney. This
option would also require a transition
period during which attorney
information would be removed for
attorneys whose information remains in
the record but who are not currently
recognized by virtue of the rule.

V. Listening Session and Questions for
Comments

The USPTO is holding a listening
session on September 26, 2023, and is
requesting public comments on the
questions listed below. The USPTO will
use a portion of the listening session to
provide an overview of the changes
under consideration. An agenda will be
available approximately five days before
the listening session on the USPTO
website at www.uspto.gov/about-us/
events/trademark-public-listening-
session-changes-duration-attorney-
recognition, which is the same link for
registration.

The USPTO poses the following
questions for public comment. These
questions are not meant to be
exhaustive. We encourage interested
stakeholders to address these and/or
other related issues and to submit
research and data that inform and
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support their comments on these topics.
Commenters are welcome to respond to
any or all of the questions, and are
encouraged to indicate which questions
their comments address.

1. Do you think the current rule
should remain unchanged, or are you in
favor of the revisions under
consideration?

2. Do you have suggestions for
handling the transition period during
which attorney information is removed
from the record whether the current rule
is retained or revised?

3. Do you have any suggestions for
making withdrawal or re-recognition
easier if the rule is revised to continue
recognition?

Anyone wishing to participate as a
speaker, either in person or virtually,
must submit a request in writing no
later than September 15, 2023. Requests
to participate as a speaker must be
submitted to TMPolicy@uspto.gov and
must include:

1. The name of the person desiring to
participate;

2. The organization(s) that person
represents, if any; and

3. The person’s contact information
(address, telephone number, and email).

Speaking slots are limited; the USPTO
will give preference to speakers wishing
to address one of the questions raised in
this request for comments. Speakers will
be announced a few days prior to the
public listening session. The USPTO
will inform each speaker in advance of
their assigned time slot. If the USPTO
receives more requests to speak than
time allows and is unable to assign a
time slot as requested, the agency will
invite the requestor to submit written
comments. Time slots will be at least
three minutes and may be longer,
depending on the number of speakers
registered. A panel of USPTO personnel
may reserve time to ask questions of
particular speakers after the delivery of
a speaker’s remarks.

The public listening session will be
physically accessible to people with
disabilities. Individuals requiring
accommodation, such as sign language
interpretation or other ancillary aids,
should communicate their needs to the
individuals listed under the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section of
this notice at least seven business days
prior to the session.

Katherine K. Vidal,

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

[FR Doc. 2023—-17144 Filed 8-9-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
President’s Volunteer Service Awards

AGENCY: Corporation for National and
Community Service.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Corporation for National
and Community Service, operating as
AmeriCorps, has submitted a public
information collection request (ICR)
entitled President’s Volunteer Service
Awards for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted to the individual and office
listed in the ADDRESSES section by
September 11, 2023.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Copies of this ICR, with applicable
supporting documentation, may be
obtained by calling AmeriCorps,
Rhonda Taylor, at 202-606—6721 or by
email to rtaylor@cns.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The OMB
is particularly interested in comments
which:

o Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of CNCS, including whether
the information will have practical
utility;

e Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions;

* Propose ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and

e Propose ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology.

Comments

A 60-day Notice requesting public
comment was published in the Federal
Register on June 2, 2023 at 88 FR 36284.
This comment period ended August 1,
2023. One public comment, from the
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service,
was received from this Notice. The
comment was positive, mentioning the
form is simple to use, and they were in
favor of continuing the award option.

Title of Collection: President’s
Volunteer Service Award.

OMB Control Number: 3045—-0086.
Type of Review: Reinstatement.

Respondents/Affected Public:
Individuals.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 200,000.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 66,666.

Abstract: AmeriCorps is soliciting
comments concerning its proposed
renewal of the President’s Volunteer
Service Awards (PVSA), parts A, B, C,
D and E. AmeriCorps seeks to renew the
current information collection with
without revisions. The information
collection will be used in the same
manner as the existing application.
AmeriCorps also seeks to continue using
the current application until the revised
application is approved by OMB. The
current application was discontinued on
July 31, 2023.

Rhonda Taylor,

Director, Partnerships & Program
Engagement.

[FR Doc. 2023-17177 Filed 8-9-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6050-28-P

U.S. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
FINANCE CORPORATION

[DFC-0016]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comments Request

AGENCY: U.S. International Development
Finance Corporation (DFC).

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act, agencies are
required to publish a Notice in the
Federal Register notifying the public
that the agency is renewing an existing
information collection for OMB review
and approval and requests public
review and comment on the submission.
Comments are being solicited on the
need for the information; the accuracy
of the burden estimate; the quality,
practical utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and ways to
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