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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XC134]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone off Alaska; Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Crab Rationalization
Cost Recovery Program

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notification of fee percentage.

SUMMARY: NMFS publishes notification
of a 2.23 percent fee for cost recovery
under the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Crab Rationalization Program.
This action is intended to provide
holders of crab allocations with the
2022/2023 crab fishing year fee
percentage so they can calculate the
required cost recovery fee payment,
which must be submitted by July 31,
2023.

DATES: The Crab Rationalization
Program Registered Crab Receiver
permit holder is responsible for
submitting the fee liability payment to
NMFS by July 31, 2023.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mason Smith, (907) 586—7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

NMFS Alaska Region administers the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Crab
Rationalization Program (Program) in
the North Pacific. Fishing under the
Program began on August 15, 2005.
Regulations implementing the Program
can be found at 50 CFR part 680.

The Program is a limited access
privilege program authorized by section
313(j) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). The Program
includes a cost recovery provision to
collect fees to recover the actual costs
directly related to the management, data
collection, and enforcement of the
Program. The Program is consistent with
the cost recovery provisions included
under section 304(d)(2)(A) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. NMFS
developed the cost recovery regulations
to conform to statutory requirements
and to reimburse the agency for the
actual costs directly related to the
management, data collection, and
enforcement of the Program. The cost
recovery provision allows collection of
133 percent of the actual management,
data collection, and enforcement costs
up to 3 percent of the ex-vessel value of

crab harvested under the Program. The
Program provides that a proportional
share of fees charged be forwarded to
the State of Alaska for reimbursement of
its share of management and data
collection costs for the Program.

A crab allocation holder generally
incurs a cost recovery fee liability for
every pound of crab landed. Catcher
vessel and processor quota shareholders
split the cost recovery fees equally with
each paying half, while catcher/
processor quota shareholders pay the
full fee percentage for crab processed at
sea. The crab allocations subject to cost
recovery include Individual Fishing
Quota, Crew Individual Fishing Quota,
Individual Processing Quota,
Community Development Quota, and
the Adak community allocation. The
Registered Crab Receiver (RCR) permit
holder must collect the fee liability from
the crab allocation holder who is
landing crab. Additionally, the RCR
permit holder must collect their own fee
liability for all crab delivered to the
RCR. The RCR permit holder is
responsible for submitting this payment
to NMFS on or before July 31, in the
year following the crab fishing year in
which landings of crab were made.

The dollar amount of the fee due is
determined by multiplying the fee
percentage (not to exceed 3 percent) by
the ex-vessel value of crab debited from
the allocation. Program details may be
found in the implementing regulations
at 50 CFR 680.44.

Fee Percentage

Each year, NMFS calculates and
publishes in the Federal Register the fee
percentage according to the factors and
methodology described at § 680.44(c)(2).
The formula for determining the fee
percentage is the “direct program costs”
divided by “‘value of the fishery,” where
““direct program costs’ are the direct
program costs for the Program for the
previous fiscal year, and “value of the
fishery” is the ex-vessel value of the
catch subject to the crab cost recovery
fee liability for the current year. Fee
collections for any given year may be
less than or greater than the actual costs
and fishery value for that year, as
regulations establish the fee percentage
in the first quarter of the crab fishing
year based on the fishery value and
costs in the prior year.

According to the fee percentage
formula described above, the estimated
percentage of costs to value for the
2021/2022 fishery was 2.23 percent.
Therefore, the fee percentage will be
2.23 percent for the 2022/2023 crab
fishing year. This is an increase by
approximately 1.14 percentage points
from the 2021/2022 crab fishing year fee

percentage of 1.09 percent (86 FR 35756,
July 7, 2021). Direct program costs for
managing the fishery increased by
approximately 9 percent from 2021/
2022 to 2022/2023, while fishery value
decreased by approximately 47 percent,
resulting in the increased fee
percentage. Similar to previous years,
the largest direct program costs were
incurred by the NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement and the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game, respectively.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1862; Pub. L.
109-241; Pub. L. 109—-479.

Dated: July 6, 2022.

Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2022-14729 Filed 7-11-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XC169]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a meeting that is open
to the public.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council will hold a
meeting of its Individual Fishing Quota
(IFQ) Focus Group. There will be a
virtual option for the public to listen to
the plenary sessions and provide public
comments.

DATES: The meeting will convene on
Tuesday, August 2, 2022, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., EDT and Wednesday, August 3,
2022, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., EDT.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will take place
at the Gulf Council office. Please visit
the Gulf Council website at
www.gulfcouncil.org for meeting
materials.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 4107 W
Spruce Street, Suite 200, Tampa, FL
33607; telephone: (813) 348-1630.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Ava Lasseter, Anthropologist, Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council;
ava.lasseter@gulfcouncil.org, telephone:
(813) 348-1630.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting will begin with introductions
and discussion of the meeting format,
followed by a review of the agenda and
meeting objectives. The focus group will


mailto:ava.lasseter@gulfcouncil.org
http://www.gulfcouncil.org
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review and discuss the IFQ programs’
current goals and objectives, and
recommend their replacement and/or
retention. The focus group will work to
define the changes needed for an
improved Red Snapper and Grouper-
Tilefish IFQ Program, and will address
minimizing discards, fairness and
equity, and new entrants’ issues. The
focus group will discuss the next steps
for the group. Other Business. Public
comment will be available as time
allows at the end of each day in-person
and virtually.

—Meeting Adjourns

The Agenda is subject to change, and
the latest version along with other
meeting materials will be posted on
www.gulfcouncil.org. You may register
for the webinar to listen-in only by
visiting www.gulfcouncil.org and click
on the Council meeting on the calendar.

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agenda may come before this
group for discussion, in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal action during this meeting.
Actions will be restricted to those issues
specifically identified in the agenda and
any issues arising after publication of
this notice that require emergency
action under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the Council’s intent to take-action to
address the emergency.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 7, 2022.

Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2022-14784 Filed 7-11-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING
COMMISSION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Notice of Intent To Renew
Collection 3038—0017, Market Surveys

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (“CFTC” or
“Commission”) is announcing an
opportunity for public comment on the
proposed collection of certain
information by the agency. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act (“PRA™),
Federal agencies are required to publish
notice in the Federal Register

concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension of an existing collection of
information, and to allow 60 days for
public comment. This notice solicits
comments on the collections of
information associated with market
investigations.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before September 12, 2022.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by “Market Surveys,”
Collection Number 3038-0017, by any
of the following methods:

o The Agency’s website, at https://
comments.cftc.gov/. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments
through the website.

e Mail: Christopher J. Kirkpatrick,
Secretary of the Commission,
Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, Three Lafayette Centre,
1155 21st Street NW, Washington, DC
20581.

o Hand Delivery/Courier: Same as
Mail above.

Please submit your comments using
only one method. All comments must be
submitted in English, or if not,
accompanied by an English translation.
Comments will be posted as received to
https://www.cftc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Adam Charnisky, Market Analyst,
Division of Market Oversight,
Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, (312) 596—-0630; email:
acharnisky@cftc.gov, and refer to OMB
Control No. 3038-0017.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA,! Federal agencies must obtain
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (“OMB”’) for each collection
of information they conduct or sponsor.
“Collection of Information” is defined
in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR 1320.3
and includes agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide
information to a third party. Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA, 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A), requires Federal agencies
to provide a 60-day notice in the
Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information
before submitting the collection to OMB
for approval. To comply with this
requirement, the CFTC is publishing
notice of the proposed collection of
information listed below.

Title: Market Surveys (OMB Control
No. 3038-0017). This is a request for
extension of a currently approved
information collection.

Abstract: Under Commission Rule
21.02, 17 CFR 21.02, upon call by the

144 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.

Commission, information must be
furnished related to futures or options
positions held or introduced by futures
commission merchants, members of
contract markets, introducing brokers,
foreign brokers, and for options
positions, by each reporting market.
This rule is designed to assist the
Commission in prevention of market
manipulation and is promulgated
pursuant to the Commission’s
rulemaking authority contained in
section 8a of the Commodity Exchange
Act, 7 U.S.C. 12a (2010). An agency may
not conduct or sponsor, and a person is
not required to respond to, a collection
of information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.

With respect to the collection of
information, the CFTC invites
comments on:

e Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information will have a practical use;

¢ The accuracy of the Commission’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

e Ways to enhance the quality,
usefulness, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and

e Ways to minimize the burden of
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

You should submit only information
that you wish to make available
publicly. If you wish the Commission to
consider information that you believe is
exempt from disclosure under the
Freedom of Information Act, a petition
for confidential treatment of the exempt
information may be submitted according
to the procedures established in § 145.9
of the Commission’s regulations.2

The Commission reserves the right,
but shall have no obligation, to review,
pre-screen, filter, redact, refuse or
remove any or all of your submission
from https://www.cftc.gov that it may
deem to be inappropriate for
publication, such as obscene language.
All submissions that have been redacted
or removed that contain comments on
the merits of the Information Collection
Request will be retained in the public
comment file and will be considered as
required under the Administrative
Procedure Act and other applicable

217 CFR 145.9.
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