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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains regulatory documents having general
applicability and legal effect, most of which
are keyed to and codified in the Code of
Federal Regulations, which is published under
50 titles pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 1510.

The Code of Federal Regulations is sold by
the Superintendent of Documents.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2021-0334; Project
Identifier MCAI-2020-01662-T; Amendment
39-21686; AD 2021-17-03]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; Airbus SAS
Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; correction.

SUMMARY: The FAA is correcting an
airworthiness directive (AD) that was
published in the Federal Register. That
AD applies to certain Airbus SAS Model
A318-111, -112, and —122 airplanes;
Model A319-111, -112,-113, —114,
—-115,-131, -132, and —133 airplanes;
and Model A320-211, -212, -214, —231,
—232, and —233 airplanes. As published,
the AD number specified in the
preamble and regulatory text is
incorrect. This document corrects this
error. In all other respects, the original
document remains the same.

DATES: This correction is effective
October 5, 2021.

The effective date of AD 2021-17-03
remains October 5, 2021.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of October 5, 2021 (86 FR 48485,
August 31, 2021).

ADDRESSES: For material incorporated
by reference (IBR) in this AD, contact
EASA, Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 3, 50668
Cologne, Germany; telephone +49 221
8999 000; email ADs@easa.europa.eu;
internet www.easa.europa.eu. You may
find this IBR material on the EASA
website at https://ad.easa.europa.eu.
You may view this IBR material at the
FAA, Airworthiness Products Section,
Operational Safety Branch, 2200 South
216th St., Des Moines, WA. For

information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call 206-231-3195.
It is also available in the AD docket at
https://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0334.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket at
https://www.regulations.gov under
Docket No. FAA-2021-0334; or in
person at Docket Operations between
9 am. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays. The AD
docket contains this final rule, any
comments received, and other
information. The address for Docket
Operations is U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, M—
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room
W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC 20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sanjay Ralhan, Aerospace Engineer,
Large Aircraft Section, International
Validation Branch, FAA, 2200 South
216th St., Des Moines, WA 98198;
telephone and fax 206-231-3223; email
Sanjay.Ralhan@faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: AD 2021—
17-03, Amendment 39-21686 (86 FR
48485, August 31, 2021) (AD 2021-17—
03), requires repetitive inspections for
cracking at the left- (LH) and right-hand
(RH) sides of the fuselage skin at certain
frames, and repair if necessary, as
specified in European Union Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA) AD 2020-0280,
dated December 14, 2020 (EASA AD
2020-0280). That AD applies to certain
Airbus SAS Model A318-111, 112, and
—122 airplanes; Model A319-111, -112,
-113,-114, -115, -131, -132, and —133
airplanes; and Model A320-211, —212,
—214,-231,-232, and —233 airplanes.

Need for the Correction

As the AD was published, the AD
number specified in the preamble and
regulatory text is incorrect. AD 2021—
17-03 incorrectly identified the AD
number as 2017-17-03. The correct AD
number for this AD is 2021-17-03.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

EASA AD 2020-0280 describes
procedures for doing repetitive external
general visual inspections or special
detailed inspections (i.e., phased array
ultrasonic technology inspections of the
external skin, or detailed inspections for

primer/paint cracks and high frequency
eddy current inspections of the internal
skin) and repair for cracking at the LH
and RH sides of the fuselage skin, above
stringer 6 from FR35 to FR47. This
material is reasonably available because
the interested parties have access to it
through their normal course of business
or by the means identified in the
ADDRESSES section.

Correction of Publication

This document corrects an error in
two locations and correctly adds the AD
as an amendment to 14 CFR 39.13.
Although no other part of the preamble
or regulatory information has been
corrected, the FAA is publishing the
entire rule in the Federal Register.

The effective date of this AD remains
October 5, 2021.

Since this action only corrects the AD
number, it has no adverse economic
impact and imposes no additional
burden on any person. Therefore, the
FAA has determined that notice and
public procedures are unnecessary.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Correction

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration amends part 39 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§39.13 [Corrected]

m 2. The FAA corrects § 39.13 by

correcting the airworthiness directive

published at 86 FR 48485 (August 31,

2021) to read:

2021-17-03 Airbus SAS: Amendment 39—
21686; Docket No. FAA-2021-0334;
Project Identifier MCAI-2020-01662-T.

(a) Effective Date

This airworthiness directive (AD) is
effective October 5, 2021.
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(b) Affected ADs

This AD replaces AD 2017-12-13,
Amendment 39-18928 (82 FR 27983, June
20, 2017).

(c) Applicability

This AD applies to Airbus SAS airplanes
specified in paragraphs (c)(1) through (3) of
this AD, certificated in any category, as
identified in European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) AD 2020-0280, dated
December 14, 2020 (EASA AD 2020-0280).

(1) Model A318-111, —112, and —122
airplanes.

(2) Model A319-111, -112, -113, —114,
—115,-131, —132, and —133 airplanes.

(3) Model A320-211, -212, —-214, —231,
—232, and —233 airplanes.

(d) Subject

Air Transport Association (ATA) of
America Code 53, Fuselage.

(e) Reason

This AD was prompted by a report of a
crack found during an inspection of the
pocket radius of the fuselage frame, and a
determination that similar cracks may
develop in nearby areas of the fuselage frame
and that additional airplanes are subject to
the unsafe condition. The FAA is issuing this
AD to address cracking of the pocket radius,
which could lead to in-flight decompression
of the airplane and possible injury to the
passengers.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Requirements

Except as specified in paragraph (h) of this
AD: Comply with all required actions and
compliance times specified in, and in
accordance with, EASA AD 2020-0280.

(h) Exceptions to EASA AD 2020-0280

(1) Where EASA AD 2020-0280 refers to its
effective date, this AD requires using the
effective date of this AD.

(2) Where paragraph (9) of EASA AD 2020—
0280 specifies if any crack is found during
any inspection to “contact Airbus for
approved repair instructions and accomplish
those instructions accordingly,” this AD
requires if any cracking is found, the cracking
must be repaired before further flight using
a method approved by the Manager, Large
Aircraft Section, International Validation
Branch, FAA; or EASA; or Airbus SAS’s
EASA Design Organization Approval (DOA).
If approved by the DOA, the approval must
include the DOA-authorized signature.

(3) Where paragraph (10) of EASA AD
2020-0280 specifies credit for actions “in
accordance with the instructions of an Airbus
Repair Design Approval Sheet (RDAS), [and
to] accomplish the next inspection of each
repaired area in accordance with the
instructions of, and within the compliance
time as specified in, the applicable RDAS,”
this AD requires using “in accordance with
repair instructions approved, and within the
compliance time specified in the repair
approval, using a method approved by the
Manager, Large Aircraft Section,

International Validation Branch, FAA; or
EASA; or Airbus SAS’s EASA DOA. If
approved by the DOA, the approval must
include the DOA-authorized signature.”
(4) Where paragraph (11) of EASA AD
2020-0280 specifies terminating actions
apply only if specified “in the Airbus RDAS
instructions for a repaired aeroplane,” this
AD requires using “in repair instructions
approved using a method approved by the
Manager, Large Aircraft Section,
International Validation Branch, FAA; or
EASA; or Airbus SAS’s EASA DOA. If
approved by the DOA, the approval must
include the DOA-authorized signature.”
(5) The “Remarks” section of EASA AD
2020-0280 does not apply to this AD.

(i) No Reporting Requirement

Although the service information
referenced in EASA AD 2020-0280 specifies
to submit certain information to the
manufacturer, this AD does not include that
requirement.

(j) Other FAA AD Provisions

The following provisions also apply to this
AD:

(1) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs): The Manager, Large Aircraft
Section, International Validation Branch,
FAA, has the authority to approve AMOCs
for this AD, if requested using the procedures
found in 14 CFR 39.19. In accordance with
14 CFR 39.19, send your request to your
principal inspector or responsible Flight
Standards Office, as appropriate. If sending
information directly to the Large Aircraft
Section, International Validation Branch,
send it to the attention of the person
identified in paragraph (k) of this AD.
Information may be emailed to: 9-AVS-AIR-
730-AMOC®@faa.gov. Before using any
approved AMOGC, notify your appropriate
principal inspector, or lacking a principal
inspector, the manager of the responsible
Flight Standards Office.

(2) Contacting the Manufacturer: For any
requirement in this AD to obtain instructions
from a manufacturer, the instructions must
be accomplished using a method approved
by the Manager, Large Aircraft Section,
International Validation Branch, FAA; or
EASA; or Airbus SAS’s EASA DOA. If
approved by the DOA, the approval must
include the DOA-authorized signature.

(3) Required for Compliance (RC): Except
as required by paragraph (j)(2) of this AD, if
any service information contains procedures
or tests that are identified as RC, those
procedures and tests must be done to comply
with this AD; any procedures or tests that are
not identified as RC are recommended. Those
procedures and tests that are not identified
as RC may be deviated from using accepted
methods in accordance with the operator’s
maintenance or inspection program without
obtaining approval of an AMOC, provided
the procedures and tests identified as RC can
be done and the airplane can be put back in
an airworthy condition. Any substitutions or
changes to procedures or tests identified as
RC require approval of an AMOC.

(k) Related Information

For more information about this AD,
contact Sanjay Ralhan, Aerospace Engineer,

Large Aircraft Section, International
Validation Branch, FAA, 2200 South 216th
St., Des Moines, WA 98198; telephone and
fax 206—-231-3223; email Sanjay.Ralhan@
faa.gov.

(1) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless this AD specifies otherwise.

(3) The following service information was
approved for IBR on October 5, 2021 (86 FR
48485, August 31, 2021).

(i) European Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) AD 2020-0280, dated December 14,
2020.

(ii) [Reserved]

(4) For EASA AD 2020-0280, contact
EASA, Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 3, 50668
Cologne, Germany; telephone +49 221 8999
000; email ADs@easa.europa.eu; internet
www.easa.europa.eu. You may find this
EASA AD on the EASA website at https://
ad.easa.europa.eu.

(5) You may view this service information
at the FAA, Airworthiness Products Section,
Operational Safety Branch, 2200 South 216th
St., Des Moines, WA. For information on the
availability of this material at the FAA, call
206-231-3195.

(6) You may view this service information
that is incorporated by reference at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA,
email fr.inspection@nara.gov, or go to https://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html.

Issued on September 1, 2021.

Lance T. Gant,

Director, Compliance & Airworthiness
Division, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-19245 Filed 9-1-21; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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Federal Aviation Administration
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[Docket No. FAA-2021-0137; Project
Identifier MCAI-2020-00269-E; Amendment
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ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The FAA is superseding
Airworthiness Directive (AD) 2014—04—
06 for all Safran Helicopter Engines,
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S.A. (Safran Helicopter Engines) Arrius
2B1, 2B1A, 2B2, and 2K1 model
turboshaft engines. AD 2014—04—-06
required initial and repetitive
inspections of the hydro-mechanical
metering unit (HMU) high-pressure
pump drive gear shaft splines, cleaning
and inspections of the sleeve assembly
splines, and replacement of the sleeve
assembly on the affected high-pressure
pump drive gear shaft or replacement of
the HMU if the HMU fails inspection.
This AD was prompted by in-flight
shutdowns caused by interrupted fuel
supply at the HMU. This AD requires
revised inspections and continues to
require cleaning of the sleeve assembly
splines, and replacement of the sleeve
assembly on the affected high-pressure
pump drive gear shaft or replacement of
the HMU if the HMU fails an inspection.
The FAA is issuing this AD to address
the unsafe condition on these products.
DATES: This AD is effective October 12,
2021.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of October 12, 2021.

ADDRESSES: For service information
identified in this final rule, contact
Safran Helicopter Engines, S.A., Avenue
du 1er Mai, 40220 Tarnos, France;
phone: +33 (0) 5 59 74 45 11. You may
view this service information at the
FAA, Airworthiness Products Section,
Operational Safety Branch, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call (781) 238—
7759. It is also available at https://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2021—
0137.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket at
https://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0137; or in person at Docket
Operations between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. The AD docket contains this
final rule, the mandatory continuing
airworthiness information (MCAI), any
comments received, and other
information. The address for Docket
Operations is U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations,
M-30, West Building Ground Floor,
Room W12-140, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wego Wang, Aviation Safety Engineer,
ECO Branch, FAA, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803; phone:
(781) 238-7134; fax: (781) 238-7199;
email: wego.wang@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The FAA issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 to supersede AD 2014—04-06,
Amendment 39-17764 (79 FR 9990,
February 24, 2014), (AD 2014—-04-06).
AD 2014-04-06 applied to all
Turbomeca S.A. Arrius 2B1, 2B1A, 2B2,
and 2K1 model turboshaft engines. The
NPRM published in the Federal
Register on March 12, 2021 (86 FR
14017). The NPRM was prompted by in-
flight shutdowns caused by interrupted
fuel supply at the HMU. Since the FAA
issued AD 2014—-04-06, the
manufacturer has published new service
information that revises the inspections
for certain HMUs, reduces compliance
times for initial inspections, and allows
application of non-cumulative tolerance
of 10% of operating hours to be applied
to the timing of the repetitive inspection
of HMUs installed on certain engines. In
the NPRM, the FAA proposed to
continue to require cleaning of the
sleeve assembly splines and replacing
the HMU or the sleeve assembly on the
affected high-pressure pump drive gear
shaft if the HMU fails inspection. In the
NPRM, the FAA also proposed to
require initial and repetitive inspections
of the HMU high-pressure pump drive
gear shaft splines. The FAA is issuing
this AD to address the unsafe condition
on these products.

The European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA), which is the Technical
Agent for the Member States of the
European Community, has issued EASA
AD 2020-0033, dated February 25, 2020
(referred to after this as ‘“the MCAI”), to
address the unsafe condition on these
products. The MCALI states:

A number of in-flight shut-down (IFSD)
occurrences have been reported for ARRIUS
2 engines. The results of the technical
investigations concluded that these events
were caused by deterioration of the splines
on the high pressure (HP)/low pressure (LP)
pump assembly drive shaft of the HMU,
which eventually interrupted the fuel supply
to the engine.

This condition, if not detected and
corrected, could lead to further cases of
engine IFSD, possibly resulting in forced
landing with consequent damage to the
helicopter and injury to occupants.

To address these occurrences, Turboméca
published MSB 319 73 2825 (up to version
G) to provide instructions for inspection of
the HMU and sleeve assembly. Consequently,
EASA issued AD 2013-0082 to require
repetitive inspections of the drive gear shaft
splines of the HP pump, and, depending on
findings, accomplishment of applicable
corrective action(s).

Since that [EASA] AD was issued,
SAFRAN published the MSB to provide
specific inspection instructions for HMU

installed on a helicopter after 31 January
2013, to reduce the compliance time for the
initial inspection of Group 1 engines that
were not previously inspected in accordance
with version G or later of the MSB, and to
provide some operational margin before the
first inspection in all possible scenarios.

For the reason described above, this
[EASA] AD retains the requirements of AD
2013-0082, which is superseded, and
requires accomplishment of the actions in
accordance with the instructions of the MSB,
as defined in this [EASA] AD.

You may obtain further information
by examining the MCAI in the AD
docket at https://www.regulations.gov
by searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0137.

FAA’s Determination

This product has been approved by
EASA and is approved for operation in
the United States. Pursuant to the FAA’s
bilateral agreement with the European
Community, EASA has notified the
agency of the unsafe condition
described in the MCAI and service
information. The FAA is issuing this
final rule because the agency evaluated
all the relevant information provided by
EASA and determined the unsafe
condition described previously is likely
to exist or develop in other products of
the same type design.

Discussion of Final Airworthiness
Directive

Comments

The FAA received no comments on
the NPRM or on the determination of
the costs.

Conclusion

The FAA reviewed the relevant data
and determined that air safety requires
adoption of the AD as proposed.
Accordingly, the FAA is issuing this AD
to address the unsafe condition on these
products. This AD is adopted as
proposed in the NPRM.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

The FAA reviewed Safran Helicopter
Engines Mandatory Service Bulletin
(MSB) No. 319 73 2825, Version J, dated
March 15, 2019. This MSB specifies
procedures for inspecting the HMU
high-pressure pump drive gear shaft
splines and cleaning and inspecting the
sleeve assembly splines. This service
information is reasonably available
because the interested parties have
access to it through their normal course
of business or by the means identified
in ADDRESSES.

Per Safran Helicopter Engines
standing practice at the time MSB 319
73 2825, Version ], was issued, MSB 319
73 2825, Version J, is undated. The issue
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date for MSB 319 73 2825, Version J,
appears on the Safran Helicopter
Engines Arrius 2 B1 Service Bulletin
Index, No. X 319 L5 980 2, dated
December 11, 2020.

Costs of Compliance

The FAA estimates that this AD
affects 194 engines installed on
helicopters of U.S. registry.

ESTIMATED COSTS

The FAA estimates the following
costs to comply with this AD:

; Cost per Cost on U.S.
Action Labor cost Parts cost product operators
Visual inspection of drive gear shaft splines; | 2 work-hours x $85 per hour = $170 ............. $900 $1,070 $207,580

cleaning and inspection of sleeve assembly
splines.

The FAA estimates the following results of the inspection. The agency has

aircraft that might need these

costs to do any necessary replacements  no way of determining the number of replacements:
that would be required based on the
ON-CONDITION COSTS
. Cost per

Action Labor cost Parts cost product

Replace sleeve assembly on high-pressure pump | 1 work-hour x $85 per hour = $85 ........ccccccvviririeneenene $898 $983
drive gear shaft.

Replace HMU ... 1 work-hour x $85 per hour = $85 ..........ccccceeveveenenne. 45,000 45,085

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(3) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking
under the authority described in
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section
44701: General requirements. Under
that section, Congress charges the FAA
with promoting safe flight of civil
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing
regulations for practices, methods, and
procedures the Administrator finds
necessary for safety in air commerce.
This regulation is within the scope of
that authority because it addresses an
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or
develop on products identified in this
rulemaking action.

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

The Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Regu]atory Findings Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

The FAA has determined that this AD §39.13 [Amended]
will not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132. This AD
will not have a substantial direct effect
on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify this AD:

(1) Is not a ““significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by:

m a. Removing Airworthiness Directive
2014—04—06, Amendment 39-17764 (79
FR 9990, February 24, 2014); and

m b. Adding the following new
airworthiness directive:

2021-17-05 Safran Helicopter Engines,
S.A. (Type Certificate previously held by
Turbomeca S.A.): Amendment 39—
21688; Docket No. FAA-2021-0137;
Project Identifier MCAI-2020-00269-E.

(a) Effective Date

This airworthiness directive (AD) is
effective October 12, 2021.

(b) Affected ADs

This AD replaces AD 2014-04-06,
Amendment 39-17764 (79 FR 9990, February
24,2014).

(c) Applicability
This AD applies to Safran Helicopter
Engines, S.A. (Type Certificate previously

held by Turbomeca S.A.) Arrius 2B1, 2B1A,
2B2, and 2K1 model turboshaft engines.

(d) Subject

Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC)
Code 7320—Fuel Controlling System.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by in-flight
shutdowns caused by interrupted fuel supply
at the hydro-mechanical metering unit
(HMU). The FAA is issuing this AD to
prevent interrupted fuel supply at the HMU.
The unsafe condition, if not addressed, could
result in engine in-flight shutdown, forced
landing of the helicopter, damage to the
helicopter and injury to occupants.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Required Actions

(1) Within the compliance time specified
in Table 1 to paragraph (g)(1) of this AD, as
applicable, and before re-installation of the
HMU after each removal from the engine,
visually inspect the drive gear shaft splines
of the high-pressure pump, and clean and
inspect the sleeve assembly splines in
accordance with paragraphs 2.4.2 and 2.4.3,
or 4.4.2 and 4.4.3, as applicable, of Safran
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Helicopter Engines Mandatory Service

Bulletin (MSB) 319 73 2825, Version J, dated
March 15, 2019.

Table 1 to Paragraph (g)(1)

HMU Group / Condition

Compliance Time

overhaul.

Group 1/ 150 HMU operating hours or
more accumulated since new or since last

Within 50 HMU operating hours after the
effective date of this AD.

overhaul.

Group 1 / Less than 150 HMU operating
hours accumulated since new or since last

Before exceeding 200 HMU operating
hours after the effective date of this AD.

Group 2

Within 500 HMU operating hours since
the last inspection or since first
installation of the HMU.

(2) Repeat the inspection required by
paragraph (g)(1) of this AD at intervals not to
exceed 500 HMU operating hours since the
previous inspection.

Note 1 to paragraph (g)(2): A non-
cumulative tolerance of 10% of HMU
operating hours (hrs) may be applied to the
timing of each repetitive inspection, with a
maximum allowable tolerance of +50 HMU
operating hrs. For example, counting from
the initial inspection, the repeat inspections
would occur at the following times, with the
tolerance noted in parentheses; 500 HMU
operating hrs (+50 hrs), 1000 HMU operating
hrs (+50 hrs), 1500 HMU operating hrs (+50
hrs).

(3) If a rejectable indication is found during
any inspection required by paragraphs (g)(1)
or (2) of this AD, replace the sleeve assembly
on the affected high-pressure pump drive
gear shaft or replace the affected HMU in
accordance with paragraph 2.4.2 or 4.4.2 of
the MSB.

(h) Definitions

(1) A Group 1 HMU is an HMU that was
first installed on or before January 31, 2013,
and that has not previously been inspected
in accordance with Safran Helicopter Engines
MSB 319 73 2825 Version G or later.

(2) A Group 2 HMU is an HMU that was
first installed after January 31, 2013, or a
HMU that has previously been inspected in
accordance with Safran Helicopter Engines
MSB 319 73 2825 Version G or later.

(i) No Reporting Requirement
The reporting requirements specified in the

Accomplishment Instructions, paragraph
2.4.2, of the MSB are not required by this AD.

(j) Credit for Previous Actions

You may take credit for any initial
inspection or replacement of an HMU or the
sleeve assembly on the affected high-pressure
pump drive gear shaft required by paragraph
(g) of this AD if you performed the inspection
or replacement in accordance with Safran
Helicopter Engines MSB 319 73 2825,
Version G, dated January 24, 2013; Version

H, dated September 1, 2014; or Version I,
dated April 26, 2016.

(k) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, ECO Branch, FAA, has
the authority to approve AMOCs for this AD,
if requested using the procedures found in 14
CFR 39.19. In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19,
send your request to your principal inspector
or local Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the ECO Branch, send it to
the attention of the person identified in
Related Information. Information may be
emailed to: ANE-AD-AMOC@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(1) Related Information

For more information about this AD,
contact Wego Wang, Aviation Safety
Engineer, ECO Branch, FAA, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803; phone: (781)
238-7134; fax: fax: (781) 238-7199; email:
wego.wang@faa.gov.

(m) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Safran Helicopter Engines Mandatory
Service Bulletin (MSB) No. 319 73 2825,
Version J, dated March 15, 2019.

Note 2 to paragraph (m)(2)(i): Per Safran
Helicopter Engines standing practice at the
time MSB 319 73 2825, Version J, was issued,
MSB 319 73 2825, Version J, is undated. The
issue date for MSB 319 73 2825, Version J,
appears on the Safran Helicopter Engines
Arrius 2 B1 Service Bulletin Index, No. X 319
L5 980 2, dated December 11, 2020.

(ii) [Reserved]

(3) For Safran Helicopter Engines service
information identified in this AD, contact
Safran Helicopter Engines, S.A., Avenue du
ler Mai, 40220 Tarnos, France; phone: +33
(0) 5 59 74 45 11.

(4) You may view this service information
at FAA, Airworthiness Products Section,
Operational Safety Branch, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call (781) 238-7759.

(5) You may view this service information
that is incorporated by reference at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA,
email: fr.inspection@nara.gov, or go to:
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/
ibr-locations.html.

Issued on August 7, 2021.
Gaetano A. Sciortino,

Deputy Director for Strategic Initiatives,
Compliance & Airworthiness Division,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-19226 Filed 9-3-21; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration
14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2021-0498; Project
Identifier 2019-SW-072—-AD; Amendment
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AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.
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SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for
Hélicoptéres Guimbal Model Cabri G2
helicopters with any metal bushing
installed on the main rotor (M/R)
swashplate guide bellcrank. This AD
was prompted by a report of cracks
discovered on the M/R scissor link
during scheduled maintenance on
several helicopters. This AD requires
removing all metal bushings from
service, visually inspecting the lug bore
area and depending on the inspection
results, removing certain parts from
service and installing certain part-
numbered plastic bushings. This AD
also prohibits installing any metal
bushing on any helicopter. The FAA is
issuing this AD to address the unsafe
condition on these products.

DATES: This AD is effective October 12,
2021.

ADDRESSES: For service information
identified in this final rule, contact
Hélicopteres Guimbal, Basile Ginel,
1070, rue du Lieutenant Parayre,
Aérodrome d’Aix-en-Provence, 13290
Les Milles, France; telephone 33-04—
42-39-10-88; email basile.ginel@
guimbal.com; web https://
www.guimbal.com. You may view the
referenced service information at the
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Southwest Region, 10101 Hillwood
Pkwy., Room 6N-321, Fort Worth, TX
76177. For information on the
availability of this material at the FAA,
call (817) 222-5110.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket at
https://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0498; or in person at Docket
Operations between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. The AD docket contains this
final rule, the European Union Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA) AD, any
comments received, and other
information. The street address for
Docket Operations is U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, M—
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room
W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC 20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrea Jimenez, Aerospace Engineer,
COS Program Management Section,
Operational Safety Branch, Compliance
& Airworthiness Division, FAA, 1600
Stewart Ave., Suite 410, Westbury, NY
11590; telephone (516) 228-7330; email
andrea.jimenez@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The FAA issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 by adding an AD that would
apply to Hélicopteres Guimbal (HG)
Model Cabri G2 helicopters, certificated
in any category, with any metal
bushings installed on the main rotor
(M/R) swashplate guide bellcrank and
without plastic bushing part number
HG22-1001 or HG modification 16—-009.
The NPRM published in the Federal
Register on July 9, 2021 (86 FR 36241).
In the NPRM, the FAA proposed to
require within 50 hours time-in-service
or 2 months, whichever occurs first after
the effective date of this AD,
disconnecting the bellcrank from the
swashplate guide, removing each bolt
and using a certain tool, removing
certain parts from service. The NPRM
also proposed to require visually
inspecting the lug bore area for
corrosion and cracks and depending on
the inspection results, removing certain
parts from service, or repairing the area
using an FAA-approved method,
installing certain part-numbered plastic
bushings, coating the area with a
compound, reinstalling certain parts,
applying a specified torque, and
installing cotter pins. The NPRM was
prompted by EASA AD 2019-0185,
dated July 30, 2019 (EASA AD 2019—
0185), issued by EASA, which is the
Technical Agent for the Member States
of the European Union, to correct an
unsafe condition for Hélicopteres
Guimbal Model Cabri G2 helicopters.
EASA advises that during scheduled
maintenance on several helicopters,
cracks were found on the M/R scissor
link due to corrosion. EASA states this
corrosion was caused by stress induced
by the mounting of the metal bushing
inside the lug hole. EASA further states
metal bushings are also installed on the
M/R swashplate guide bellcrank, where
similar cracking may occur. This
condition, if not addressed, could result
in failure of the M/R swashplate guide
bellcrank and reduced control of the
helicopter.

Accordingly, EASA AD 2019-0185
requires replacing any part-numbered
metal bushing with plastic bushing part
number (P/N) HG22-1001. EASA AD
2019-0185 also prohibits installing any
part-numbered metal bushing on the M/
R swashplate guide bellcrank other than
P/N HG22-1001 on any helicopter.

Discussion of Final Airworthiness
Directive
Comments

The FAA received no comments on
the NPRM or on the determination of
the costs.

Conclusion

These helicopters have been approved
by EASA and are approved for operation
in the United States. Pursuant to the
FAA’s bilateral agreement with the
European Union, EASA has notified the
FAA about the unsafe condition
described in its AD. The FAA reviewed
the relevant data and determined that
air safety requires adopting this AD as
proposed. Accordingly, the FAA is
issuing this AD to address the unsafe
condition on these products.

Related Service Information

The FAA reviewed Guimbal Service
Bulletin SB 17-003, Revision D, dated
August 27, 2019 (SB 17-003 Rev D).
This service information specifies
disconnecting the bellcrank installed on
the swashplate guide by removing the
bolts that connect the bellcrank to the
swashplate guide, removing any existing
bushings, and visually inspecting the
lug bore area for corrosion or cracks.
This service information also specifies if
there is any corrosion or cracks,
reporting the information to HG
support, installing the new plastic
bushings, reinstalling the bellcrank,
applying a specified torque, and
installing cotter pins.

Other Related Service Information

The FAA also reviewed Guimbal
Service Bulletin SB 17-003, Revision C,
dated July 12, 2019 (SB 17-003 Rev C).
SB 17-003 Rev C specifies the same
procedures as SB 17-003 Rev D, except
SB 17-003 Rev D updates the reference
to EASA AD 2019-0185.

Differences Between This AD and EASA
AD 2019-0185

EASA AD 2019-0185 applies to all
Model Cabri G2 helicopters, whereas
this AD only applies to Model Cabri G2
helicopters with any metal bushings
installed and without HG modification
16-009. The service information
required by the EASA AD requires
contacting Hélicoptéres Guimbal for
corrective actions when corrosion or
cracks are found in the lug bore area
whereas this AD requires removing the
swashplate guide from service or
repairing it using an FAA-approved
method.

Costs of Compliance

The FAA estimates that this AD
affects 32 helicopters of U.S. Registry.
Labor rates are estimated at $85 per
work-hour. Based on these numbers, the
FAA estimates the following costs to
comply with this AD.

Disconnecting the bellcrank,
removing each metal bushing and
visually inspecting for corrosion and
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cracks would take about 0.5 work-hours
for an estimated cost of $43 per
inspection cycle.

Installing each plastic bushing,
coating with compound, re-installing
the bellcrank, and applying torque
would take about 0.5 work-hours and
parts would cost about $10 for an
estimated cost of $53 per helicopter.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking
under the authority described in
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section
44701: General requirements. Under
that section, Congress charges the FAA
with promoting safe flight of civil
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing
regulations for practices, methods, and
procedures the Administrator finds
necessary for safety in air commerce.
This regulation is within the scope of
that authority because it addresses an
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or
develop on helicopters identified in this
rulemaking action.

Regulatory Findings

This AD will not have federalism
implications under Executive Order
13132. This AD will not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this AD:

(1) Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(3) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

The Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive:

2021-19-04 Hélicopteres Guimbal:
Amendment 39-21722; Docket No.
FAA-2021-0498; Project Identifier
2019-SW-072-AD.

(a) Effective Date

This airworthiness directive (AD) is
effective October 12, 2021.

(b) Affected ADs

None.
(c) Applicability

This AD applies to Hélicopteres Guimbal
(HG) Model Cabri G2 helicopters, certificated
in any category, with any metal bushings
installed on the main rotor (M/R) swashplate
guide bellcrank and without plastic bushing
part number HG22-1001 or HG modification
16-009.

(d) Subject

Joint Aircraft Service Component (JASC)
Code: 6700, Rotorcraft Flight Control.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by a report of
cracks on the M/R scissor link. The FAA is
issuing this AD to replace the metal bushings
installed on the M/R swashplate guide
bellcrank with plastic bushings. The unsafe
condition, if not addressed, could result in
failure of the M/R swashplate guide bellcrank
and reduced control of the helicopter.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Required Actions

(1) Within 50 hours time-in-service (TIS) or
2 months, whichever occurs first after the
effective date of this AD:

(i) Disconnect the bellcrank from the
swashplate guide by removing each bolt and,
ensuring that the bellcrank remains attached
to the flight control rod, remove each metal
bushing from service using a bushing
disassembly tool.

(ii) Visually inspect the lug bore area for
any corrosion and any cracks. If there is any
corrosion or any cracks, before further flight,
remove the swashplate guide from service or
repair it using an FAA-approved method. If
there is no corrosion and no cracks, install
plastic bushing part number HG22-1001,
coat plastic bushing with isolation
compound, re-install the bellcrank, torque
each bolt to 7.5 Nm—9 Nm (5.5 ft-1bs—6.6 ft-
Ibs), and install cotter pins.

(2) As of the effective date of this AD, do
not install any metal bushing on any
helicopter.

(h) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, International Validation
Branch, FAA, has the authority to approve
AMOC:s for this AD, if requested using the
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. In
accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, send your
request to your principal inspector or local
Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the International Validation
Branch, send it to the attention of the person
identified in paragraph (i)(1) of this AD.
Information may be emailed to: 9-AVS-AIR-
730-AMOC@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(i) Related Information

(1) For more information about this AD,
contact Andrea Jimenez, Aerospace Engineer,
COS Program Management Section,
Operational Safety Branch, Compliance &
Airworthiness Division, FAA, 1600 Stewart
Ave, Suite 410, Westbury, NY 11590;
telephone (516) 228-7330; email
andrea.jimenez@faa.gov.

(2) The subject of this AD is addressed in
European Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) AD 2019-0185, dated July 30, 2019.
You may view the EASA AD on the internet
at https://www.regulations.gov in Docket No.
FAA-2021-0498.

(j) Material Incorporated by Reference
None.
Issued on August 30, 2021.

Lance T. Gant,

Director, Compliance & Airworthiness
Division, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-19037 Filed 9-3-21; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2021-0497; Project
Identifier 2019-SW-043—-AD; Amendment
39-21711; AD 2021-18-10]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; Bell Textron
Canada Limited Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain
Bell Textron Canada Limited Model 429
helicopters. This AD was prompted by
three reports of unexpected forces or
uncommanded inputs to the directional
(yaw) control system. This AD requires
revising the existing Rotorcraft Flight
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Manual (RFM) for your helicopter. The
FAA is issuing this AD to address the
unsafe condition on these products.
DATES: This AD is effective October 12,
2021.

ADDRESSES: For service information
identified in this final rule, contact Bell
Textron Canada Limited, 12,800 Rue de
I’Avenir, Mirabel, Quebec J7J1R4,
Canada; telephone (450) 437—2862 or
(800) 363—8023; fax (450) 433—0272; or
at https://www.bellcustomer.com. You
may view the referenced service
information at the FAA, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
10101 Hillwood Pkwy., Room 6N-321,
Fort Worth, TX 76177. For information
on the availability of this material at the
FAA, call (817) 222-5110.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket at
https://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0497; or in person at Docket
Operations between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. The AD docket contains this
final rule, the Transport Canada AD, any
comments received, and other
information. The street address for
Docket Operations is U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, M—
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room
W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC 20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mitch Soth, Flight Test Engineer,
Southwest Section, Flight Test Branch,
Compliance & Airworthiness Division,
FAA, 10101 Hillwood Pkwy., Fort
Worth, TX 76177; telephone (817) 222—
5110; email mitch.soth@faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The FAA issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 by adding an AD that would
apply to Bell Textron Canada Limited
Model 429 helicopters, serial numbers
57001 and subsequent. The NPRM
published in the Federal Register on
July 7, 2021 (86 FR 35692). In the
NPRM, the FAA proposed to require
revising the existing RFM for your
helicopter by adding procedures in
Section 2, Normal Procedures, under 2—
4. INTERIOR AND PRESTART CHECK,
2-5. ENGINE START, and 2-8.
TAKEOFF; Section 3, Emergency and
Malfunction Procedures, under 3-9.
AUTOMATIC FLIGHT CONTROL
SYSTEM; and Section 4, Performance,
under 4-2. POWER ASSURANCE
CHECK. The owner/operator (pilot) may
revise the existing RFM for your
helicopter, and the owner/operator must

enter compliance with the applicable
paragraphs of the AD into the aircraft
records in accordance with §43.9(a)(1)
through (4) and §91.417(a)(2)(v). This is
an exception to the FAA’s standard
maintenance regulations.

The NPRM was prompted by
Transport Canada Emergency AD CF—
2019-16, dated May 6, 2019 (Transport
Canada AD CF-2019-16), issued by
Transport Canada, which is the aviation
authority for Canada to correct an
unsafe condition for Bell Helicopter
Textron Canada Limited (now Bell
Textron Canada Limited) Model 429
helicopters, serial numbers 57001 and
subsequent. Transport Canada advises
of three reports of unexpected forces or
uncommanded inputs to the directional
(yaw) control system during ground
operations. Investigation revealed that a
yaw trim runaway can occur while the
automatic pedal trim function is
operating. This condition, if not
addressed, could result in loss of control
of the helicopter. Accordingly,
Transport Canada AD CF-2019-16
requires revising Bell RFM BHT-429—
FM-1 by incorporating revision 14,
dated April 18, 2019.

Discussion of Final Airworthiness
Directive

Comments

The FAA received one comment from
an individual who supported the NPRM
without change.

Conclusion

These helicopters have been approved
by the aviation authority of Canada and
are approved for operation in the United
States. Pursuant to the FAA’s bilateral
agreement with Canada, Transport
Canada, its technical representative, has
notified the FAA of the unsafe condition
described in its AD. The FAA reviewed
the relevant data, considered the
comment received, and determined that
air safety requires adopting this AD as
proposed. Accordingly, the FAA is
issuing this AD to address the unsafe
condition on these helicopters.

Related Service Information

The FAA reviewed Section 2—Normal
Procedures, Section 3—Emergency and
Malfunction Procedures, and Section
4—Performance, of Bell RFM BHT—429—
FM-1, Revision 14, dated April 18,
2019. This revision of the service
information adds a procedure to reduce
the risk of trim runaway during start
sequence, cautions to reduce the risk of
uncommanded control movement
during engine start and takeoff and re-
setting force trim detent instructions
during engine start and takeoff, and an
emergency procedure to assist flight

crew to recognize trim runaway and
response instructions.

Costs of Compliance

The FAA estimates that this AD
affects 120 helicopters of U.S. Registry.
Labor rates are estimated at $85 per
work-hour. Based on these numbers, the
FAA estimates the following costs to
comply with this AD.

Revising the existing RFM for your
helicopter takes about 0.50 work-hour
for an estimated cost of $43 per
helicopter and $5,160 for the U.S. fleet.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking
under the authority described in
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section
44701: General requirements. Under
that section, Congress charges the FAA
with promoting safe flight of civil
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing
regulations for practices, methods, and
procedures the Administrator finds
necessary for safety in air commerce.
This regulation is within the scope of
that authority because it addresses an
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or
develop on helicopters identified in this
rulemaking action.

Regulatory Findings

This AD will not have federalism
implications under Executive Order
13132. This AD will not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this AD:

(1) Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(3) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

The Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
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the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive:

2021-18-10 Bell Textron Canada Limited:
Amendment 39-21711; Docket No.
FAA-2021-0497; Project Identifier
2019-SW-043-AD.

(a) Effective Date

This airworthiness directive (AD) is

effective October 12, 2021.

(b) Affected ADs

None.

(c) Applicability

This AD applies to Bell Textron Canada
Limited Model 429 helicopters, certificated
in any category, serial numbers 57001 and
subsequent.

(d) Subject

Joint Aircraft Service Component (JASC)
Code: 6720, Tail Rotor Control System.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by three reports of
unexpected forces or uncommanded inputs
to the directional (yaw) control system. The
FAA is issuing this AD to prevent yaw trim
runaway. The unsafe condition, if not
addressed, could result in loss of control of
the helicopter.

() Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Required Actions

(1) Within 30 days after the effective date
of this AD, revise the existing Rotorcraft

Flight Manual for your helicopter as follows:

(i) In Section 2, Normal Procedures, under
2—4, INTERIOR AND PRESTART CHECK,
add the following as item 25: “25. Depress
the cyclic force TRIM REL button and
collective FORCE REL button (4-axis only) to
center actuators and extinguish any active
out of detent indications.”

(ii) In Section 2, Normal Procedures, under
2—-5. ENGINE START and under 2-8.
TAKEOFF, add the following above item 1:
“CAUTION: WHEN MANIPULATING
FLIGHT CONTROLS WITH FORCE TRIM
SELECTED ON, DO NOT RELEASE
AFFECTED FLIGHT CONTROL UNTIL THE
OUT OF DETENT INDICATION
EXTINGUISHES. THE FLIGHT CONTROLS
MAY BE RESET BY DEPRESSING THE
CYCLIC FORCE TRIM REL BUTTON AND
COLLECTIVE FORCE REL BUTTON (4-AXIS
ONLY) UNTIL THE OUT OF DETENT
INDICATION EXTINGUISHES.”

(iii) In Section 3, Emergency and
Malfunction Procedures, under 3-9.
AUTOMATIC FLIGHT CONTROL SYSTEM,
add the information in Figure 1 to paragraph
(g)(1)(iii) of this AD as item 3—9-D:

* INDICATIONS:

* PROCEDURE:

3-9-D. TRIM RUNAWAY

Flight controls — Uncommanded movement.

Flight control forces — High in axis of uncommanded movement,
normal in other axes.

Out of detent indication for affected axis

1. Cyclic force TRIM REL and/or collective FORCE REL button
(4-axis only) — Depress until the out of detent indication extinguishes.

2. Flight controls — Do not release flight control if out of detent
indication is present.

3. Force TRIM switch — OFF; check TRM OFF illuminates on PFD.

4. If IMC, land as soon as practical. If VMC, continue flight in SCAS.

(iv) In Section 4, Performance, under 4-2.
POWER ASSURANCE CHECK, add the
following above the instructions for
performing a power assurance check:
“CAUTION: WHEN MANIPULATING
FLIGHT CONTROLS WITH FORCE TRIM

Figure 1 to paragraph (g)(1)(iii)

SELECTED ON, DO NOT RELEASE
AFFECTED FLIGHT CONTROL UNTIL THE
OUT OF DETENT INDICATION
EXTINGUISHES. THE FLIGHT CONTROLS
MAY BE RESET BY DEPRESSING THE
CYCLIC FORCE TRIM REL BUTTON AND

COLLECTIVE FORCE REL BUTTON (4—-AXIS
ONLY) UNTIL THE OUT OF DETENT
INDICATION EXTINGUISHES.”

(2) Using a document with information
identical to the information in paragraph
(g)(1) of this AD is acceptable for compliance
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with the actions required by paragraph (g)(1)
of this AD.

(3) The actions required by paragraphs
(g)(1) and (2) of this AD may be performed
by the owner/operator (pilot) holding at least
a private pilot certificate and must be entered
into the aircraft records showing compliance
with this AD in accordance with §43.9(a)(1)
through (4) and § 91.417(a)(2)(v). The record
must be maintained as required by §91.417,
§121.380, or §135.439.

(h) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, International Validation
Branch, FAA, has the authority to approve
AMOC:s for this AD, if requested using the
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. In
accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, send your
request to your principal inspector or local
Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the International Validation
Branch, send it to the attention of the person
identified in paragraph (i)(1) of this AD.
Information may be emailed to: 9-AVS-AIR-
730-AMOC@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(i) Related Information

(1) For more information about this AD,
contact Mitch Soth, Flight Test Engineer,
Southwest Section, Flight Test Branch,
Compliance & Airworthiness Division, FAA,
10101 Hillwood Pkwy., Fort Worth, TX
76177; telephone (817) 222-5110; email
mitch.soth@faa.gov.

(2) The subject of this AD is addressed in
Transport Canada Emergency AD CF-2019—
16, dated May 6, 2019. You may view the
Transport Canada AD on the internet at
https://www.regulations.gov in Docket No.
FAA-2021-0497.

(j) Material Incorporated by Reference
None.
Issued on August 26, 2021.

Gaetano A. Sciortino,

Deputy Director for Strategic Initiatives,
Compliance & Airworthiness Division,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-19049 Filed 9-3-21; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2021-0381; Project
Identifier MCAI-2020-01656—E; Amendment
39-21694; AD 2021-17-11]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Rolls-Royce
Deutschland Ltd & Co KG (Type
Certificate Previously Held by Rolls-
Royce plc) Turbofan Engines

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain
Rolls-Royce Deutschland Ltd & Co KG
(RRD) Trent XWB-75, Trent XWB-79,
Trent XWB-79B, and Trent XWB-84
model turbofan engines. This AD was
prompted by reports of cracks in the
intermediate-pressure compressor (IPC)
rotor 1 (R1) blades installed on certain
Trent XWB model turbofan engines.
This AD requires initial and repetitive
borescope inspections (BSIs) of the
affected IPC R1 blades and, depending
on the results of the inspections,
replacement of all 34 IPC R1 blades. The
FAA is issuing this AD to address the
unsafe condition on these products.

DATES: This AD is effective October 12,
2021.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of October 12, 2021.

ADDRESSES: For service information
identified in this final rule, contact
Rolls-Royce plc, Corporate
Communications, P.O. Box 31, Derby,
DE24 8BJ, United Kingdom; phone: +44
(0)1332 242424; fax: +44 (0)1332
249936; website: https://www.rolls-
royce.com/contact-us.aspx. You may
view this service information at the
FAA, Airworthiness Products Section,
Operational Safety Branch, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call (781) 238—
7759. It is also available at https://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2021—
0381.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket at
https://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0381; or in person at Docket
Operations between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal

holidays. The AD docket contains this
final rule, the mandatory continuing
airworthiness information (MCAI), any
comments received, and other
information. The address for Docket
Operations is U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations,
M-30, West Building Ground Floor,
Room W12-140, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kevin Clark, Aviation Safety Engineer,
ECO Branch, FAA, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803; phone:
(781) 238-7088; fax: (781) 238—7199;
email: kevin.m.clark@faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The FAA issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 by adding an AD that would
apply to certain RRD Trent XWB-75,
Trent XWB-79, Trent XWB-79B, and
Trent XWB-84 model turbofan engines.
The NPRM published in the Federal
Register on May 28, 2021 (86 FR 28716).
The NPRM was prompted by reports of
cracks in the IPC R1 blades installed on
certain Trent XWB model turbofan
engines. The NPRM proposed to require
initial and repetitive BSIs of the affected
IPC R1 blades and, depending on the
results of the inspections, replacement
of all 34 IPC R1 blades with parts
eligible for installation. The FAA is
issuing this AD to address the unsafe
condition on these products.

The European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA), which is the Technical
Agent for the Member States of the
European Community, has issued EASA
AD 2020-0277, dated December 11,
2020 (referred to after this as “the
MCATI”), to address the unsafe condition
on these products. The MCALI states:

Occurrences have been reported of finding
cracked IPC R1 blades on certain Trent XWB
engines that were close to their first planned
refurbishment shop visit.

This condition, if not corrected, could lead
to blade failure and consequent engine in-
flight shut-down (IFSD), possibly resulting in
reduced control of the aeroplane.

To address this potential unsafe condition
and avoid dual engine IFSD, Rolls-Royce
issued the inspection NMSB to provide
inspection instructions and the NMSB to
provide information on threshold and
intervals.

For the reasons described above, this
[EASA] AD requires repetitive inspections of
the affected parts and, depending on
findings, accomplishment of applicable
corrective action(s).

You may obtain further information
by examining the MCAI in the AD
docket at https://www.regulations.gov
by searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0381.
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Discussion of Final Airworthiness
Directive Comments

The FAA received comments from
two commenters. The commenters were
Delta Air Lines (Delta) and the Air Line
Pilots Association, International
(ALPA). The following presents the
comments received on the NPRM and
the FAA’s response to each comment.

Request To Add a Definition for
“Affected IPC Blades”

Delta requested that the FAA add a
definition of ““affected IPC blades” to
paragraph (h) of this AD. Delta reasoned
that the part number of the affected IPC
R1 blades was established in paragraph
(c), Applicability, but not in the
proposed rule.

The FAA disagrees with the need to
add a definition of an affected IPC blade
to this AD, because paragraph (c),
Applicability, is part of the proposed
rule. The FAA clarified paragraph (c),
Applicability, of this AD, by adding
“(affected IPC R1 blade).”

Request To Add Clarifying Instructions
for Repeat BSI

Delta requested that the FAA add
language similar to paragraph (g)(1) of
this AD to paragraph (g)(2) of this AD
to clarify the instructions for the repeat
BSI requirement.

The FAA disagrees. Paragraph (g)(2)
of this AD instructs the operator to
repeat the inspection required by

paragraph (g)(1) of this AD. It is
unnecessary to add additional
information to paragraph (g)(2) of this
AD since the repetitive inspection
required by paragraph (g)(2) of this AD
is the same as required by paragraph
(g)(1) of this AD.

Support for the AD

The ALPA supported the AD without
further comment.

Conclusion

The FAA reviewed the relevant data,
considered any comments received, and
determined that air safety requires
adopting this AD as proposed.
Accordingly, the FAA is issuing this AD
to address the unsafe condition on these
products. Except for minor editorial
changes and any other changes
described previously, this AD is
adopted as proposed in the NPRM.
None of the changes will increase the
economic burden on any operator.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

The FAA reviewed Rolls-Royce Non-
Modification Service Bulletin (NMSB)
Trent XWB 72-K633, Initial Issue, dated
August 7, 2020. This service
information specifies procedures for
performing initial and repetitive BSIs of
the Trent XWB-75, XWB-79, XWB—
79B, and XWB—-84 IPC R1 blades. This
service information is reasonably

ESTIMATED COSTS

available because the interested parties
have access to it through their normal
course of business or by the means
identified in ADDRESSES.

Other Related Service Information

The FAA reviewed Rolls-Royce Alert
NMSB Trent XWB 72-AK612, Initial
Issue, dated July 9, 2020; Rolls-Royce
Alert NMSB Trent XWB 72-AK613,
Initial Issue, dated July 17, 2020; and
Rolls-Royce Alert NMSB Trent XWB
72—AK632, Initial Issue, dated August 7,
2020.

Rolls-Royce Alert NMSB Trent XWB
72—AK612 describes procedures for
performing a in-shop BSI of the Trent
XWB-75, XWB-79, XWB-79B, and
XWB-84 IPC R1 blades. Rolls-Royce
Alert NMSB Trent XWB 72-AK613
describes procedures for performing an
on-wing BSI of the Trent XWB-75,
XWB-79, XWB-79B, and XWB-84 IPC
R1 blades. Rolls-Royce Alert NMSB
Trent XWB 72—AK632 defines the initial
inspection threshold and repeat
inspection intervals for Trent XWB-75,
XWB-79, XWB-79B, and XWB-84 IPC
R1 blades.

Costs of Compliance

The FAA estimates that this AD
affects 15 engines installed on airplanes
of U.S. registry.

The FAA estimates the following
costs to comply with this AD:

. Cost per Cost on U.S.
Action Labor cost Parts cost product operators
BSI affected IPC R1 blades ............. 6 work-hours x $85 per hour = $510 ......ccecvvvevvreennnne $0 $510 $7,650

The FAA estimates the following
costs to do any necessary replacements
that would be required based on the

results of the mandated inspection. The
FAA has no way of determining the

ON-CONDITION COSTS

number of aircraft that might need this
replacement.

. Cost per
Action Labor cost Parts cost product
Replacement of IPC blades ...........cccuene..e. 100 work-hours x $85 per hour = $8,500 ........cccccvrvervrvernreeene $187,408 $195,908

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking
under the authority described in

Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section
44701: General requirements. Under
that section, Congress charges the FAA
with promoting safe flight of civil
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing
regulations for practices, methods, and
procedures the Administrator finds
necessary for safety in air commerce.
This regulation is within the scope of
that authority because it addresses an
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or

develop on products identified in this
rulemaking action.

Regulatory Findings

This AD will not have federalism
implications under Executive Order
13132. This AD will not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
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responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify this AD:

(1) Is not a ““significant regulatory
action”” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(3) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

The Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive:

2021-17-11 Rolls-Royce Deutschland Ltd &
Co KG (Type Certificate previously held
by Rolls-Royce plc): Amendment 39—
21694; Docket No. FAA-2021-0381;
Project Identifier MCAI-2020-01656-E.

(a) Effective Date

This airworthiness directive (AD) is
effective October 12, 2021.

(b) Affected ADs

None.
(c) Applicability

This AD applies to Rolls-Royce
Deutschland Ltd & Co KG (Type Certificate
previously held by Rolls-Royce plc) Trent
XWB-75, Trent XWB-79, Trent XWB-79B,
and Trent XWB—-84 model turbofan engines
with an installed intermediate-pressure
compressor (IPC) rotor 1 (R1) blade, part
number (P/N) KH21559 (affected IPC R1
blade).

(d) Subject

Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC)
Code 7230, Turbine Engine Compressor
Section.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by reports of cracks
in the IPC R1 blades installed on certain
Trent XWB model turbofan engines. The
FAA is issuing this AD to prevent failure of
the IPC R1 blades. The unsafe condition, if
not addressed, could result in failure of the
engine, in-flight shutdown of the engine, and
loss of the airplane.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Required Actions

(1) Within the compliance time specified
in Figure 1 to paragraph (g)(1) of this AD,
perform an initial borescope inspection (BSI)
of the affected IPC R1 blades using the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs
3.A.(3)(b) and (c) (on-wing) or 3.B.(2)(b) and
(c) (in-shop), as applicable, of Rolls-Royce
Non-Modification Service Bulletin Trent
XWB 72-K633, Initial Issue, dated August 7,
2020.

Figure 1 to Paragraph (g)(1) — Inspection threshold

Flight cycles (FCs) since

new

Compliance time

Less than 2,300 FCs since

ncw

Before exceeding 2,300 FCs since new, or within 50 FCs
after the effective date of this AD, whichever occurs later

2,300 or more FCs since
new

Within 50 FCs after the effective date of this AD

(2) Thereafter, repeat the BSI of the affected
IPC R1 blades required by paragraph (g)(1) of
this AD before exceeding 200 engine FCs
since the last BSI of the IPC R1 blades.

(3) If, during any inspection required by
paragraph (g)(1) or (2) of this AD, any
affected IPC R1 blade is found cracked,
remove all 34 IPC R1 blades from service and
replace with parts eligible for installation.

Note 1 to paragraph (g): The FCs specified
in Figure 1 to paragraph (g)(1) of this AD are
those accumulated by the IPC R1 blade
having the highest flight cycles in the IPC R1
blade set since the first installation of the
blade on an engine. When the FGs of the IPC
R1 blade set cannot be established, use the
FCs accumulated by the engine since new.

(h) Definition

For the purpose of this AD, a part eligible
for installation is any IPC R1 blade having P/
N KH21559 with zero engine FCs since new,
any IPC R1 blade having P/N KH21559 that
has been inspected in accordance with
paragraph (g)(1) of this AD and a crack was

not found, or any IPC R1 blade having a P/
N not listed in this AD.

(i) Credit for Previous Actions

You may take credit for the initial BSI
required by paragraph (g)(1) of this AD if you
performed the initial BSI before the effective
date of this AD using Rolls-Royce Alert Non-
Modification Service Bulletin (NMSB) Trent
XWB 72-AK612, Initial Issue, dated July 9,
2020, or Rolls-Royce Alert NMSB Trent XWB
72—AK613, Initial Issue, dated July 17, 2020,
as applicable.

(j) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, ECO Branch, FAA, has
the authority to approve AMOGC:s for this AD,
if requested using the procedures found in 14
CFR 39.19. In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19,
send your request to your principal inspector
or local Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the certification office,
send it to the attention of the person
identified in Related Information. You may

email your request to: ANE-AD-AMOC@
faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(k) Related Information

(1) For more information about this AD,
contact Kevin Clark, Aviation Safety
Engineer, ECO Branch, FAA, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803; phone: (781)
238-7088; fax: (781) 238—7199; email:
kevin.m.clark@faa.gov.

(2) Refer to European Union Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA) AD 2020-0277, dated
December 11, 2020, for more information.
You may examine the EASA AD in the AD
docket at https://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No. FAA—
2021-0381.

(1) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
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(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Rolls-Royce Non-Modification Service
Bulletin Trent XWB 72-K633, Initial Issue,
dated August 7, 2020.

(ii) [Reserved]

(3) For Rolls-Royce service information
identified in this AD, contact Rolls-Royce
plc, Corporate Communications, P.O. Box 31,
Derby, DE24 8BJ, United Kingdom; phone:
+44 (0)1332 242424; fax: +44 (0)1332 249936;
website: https://www.rolls-royce.com/
contact-us.aspx.

(4) You may view this service information
at the FAA, Airworthiness Products Section,
Operational Safety Branch, 1200 District
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call (781) 238-7759.

(5) You may view this service information
that is incorporated by reference at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA,
email: fr.inspection@nara.gov, or go to:
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/
ibr-locations.html.

Issued on August 12, 2021.
Lance T. Gant,

Director, Compliance & Airworthiness
Division, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-19175 Filed 9-3-21; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2021-0727; Project
Identifier AD—-2021-00835-R; Amendment
39-21726; AD 2021-19-08]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Robinson
Helicopter Company Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain
Robinson Helicopter Company Model
R44 and R44 II helicopters. This AD was
prompted by reports of cracked tail rotor
blades (blades). This AD requires
checking each blade for any crack and
removing any cracked blade from
service. This AD also requires removing
all affected blades from service and
prohibits installing any affected blade
on any helicopter. The FAA is issuing
this AD to address the unsafe condition
on these products.

DATES: This AD is effective September
22,2021.

The FAA must receive comments on
this AD by October 22, 2021.

ADDRESSES: You may send comments,
using the procedures found in 14 CFR
11.43 and 11.45, by any of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Fax:(202) 493-2251.

e Mail: U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, M—
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room
W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC 20590.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail
address above between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

For service information identified in
this final rule, contact Robinson
Helicopter Company, Pete Riedl, 2901
Airport Drive, Torrance, CA 90505,
United States; phone: (310) 539-0508;
email: eng1@robinsonheli.com; website:
https://robinsonheli.com/. You may
view this service information at the
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Southwest Region, 10101 Hillwood
Pkwy., Room 6N-321, Fort Worth, TX
76177. For information on the
availability of this material at the FAA,
call (817) 222-5110.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket at
https://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2021-0727; or in person at Docket
Operations between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. The AD docket contains this
final rule, any comments received, and
other information. The street address for
the Docket Operations is listed above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James Guo, Aerospace Engineer,
Airframe Section, Los Angeles ACO
Branch, Compliance & Airworthiness
Division, FAA, 3960 Paramount Blvd.,
Lakewood, CA 90712; telephone (562)
627-5357; email james.guo@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The FAA received reports of spanwise
cracks found along the leading edge of
part number (P/N) C029-3 blades, serial
numbers (S/N) 9410 through 9909.
These affected blades were factory-
installed or shipped as spares between
March and December 2019. The cracks
were found at different inspection
intervals ranging from preflight
inspections to 100-hour inspections. In
one instance, a cracked blade was

suspected when the pilot felt abnormal
vibrations during flight; subsequent
investigation determined that the blade
was cracked. The cause of the cracks is
a manufacturing defect in the properties
of the blade skin that makes the blades
prone to stress corrosion cracking. This
condition, if not addressed, could result
in reduced controllability and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter. The FAA is issuing this AD
to address the unsafe condition on these
products.

FAA’s Determination

The FAA is issuing this AD because
the agency has determined the unsafe
condition described previously is likely
to exist or develop in other products of
the same type design.

Related Service Information

The FAA reviewed Robinson
Helicopter Company R44 Service
Bulletin

SB-108, dated June 30, 2021. This
service bulletin specifies removing P/N
C029-3 blades with S/N 9410 through
9909 from service. For continued
operation until the affected blades are
replaced, the service bulletin specifies a
preflight inspection to be performed by
the pilot.

AD Requirements

This AD requires, before further flight
and thereafter before each flight,
checking blade P/N C029-3 with S/N
9410 through 9909 inclusive, for any
crack along the leading edge of the
blade. An owner/operator (pilot) may
perform this required check but must
enter compliance with the applicable
paragraph of this AD in the helicopter
maintenance records in accordance with
14 CFR 43.9(a)(1) through (4) and
91.417(a)(2)(v). A pilot may perform this
check because it involves visually
checking each blade for a crack. This
action can be performed equally well by
a pilot or a mechanic. This check is an
exception to the FAA’s standard
maintenance regulations. This AD also
requires, before further flight, removing
from service any cracked blade and
prohibits installing the affected blades
on any helicopter. Additionally, this AD
requires, within three months after the
effective date of this AD, removing all
affected blades from service.

Justification for Immediate Adoption
and Determination of the Effective Date

Section 553(b)(3)(B) of the
Administrative Procedure Act (APA) (5
U.S.C. 551 et seq.) authorizes agencies
to dispense with notice and comment
procedures for rules when the agency,
for “good cause,” finds that those
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procedures are ‘“‘impracticable,
unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest.” Under this section, an agency,
upon finding good cause, may issue a
final rule without providing notice and
seeking comment prior to issuance.
Further, section 553(d) of the APA
authorizes agencies to make rules
effective in less than thirty days, upon
a finding of good cause.

An unsafe condition exists that
requires the immediate adoption of this
AD without providing an opportunity
for public comments prior to adoption.
The FAA has found that the risk to the
flying public justifies foregoing notice
and comment prior to adoption of this
rule because an urgent unsafe condition
exist and corrective actions must
accomplished before further flight and
then within three months. Accordingly,
notice and opportunity for prior public
comment are impracticable and contrary
to the public interest pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B).

In addition, the FAA finds that good
cause exists pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(d)
for making this amendment effective in
less than 30 days, for the same reasons
the FAA found good cause to forego
notice and comment.

Comments Invited

The FAA invites you to send any
written data, views, or arguments about
this final rule. Send your comments to
an address listed under ADDRESSES.
Include “Docket No. 2021-0727 and
Project Identifier AD-2021-00835-R” at
the beginning of your comments. The
most helpful comments reference a
specific portion of the final rule, explain
the reason for any recommended
change, and include supporting data.
The FAA will consider all comments
received by the closing date and may
amend this final rule because of those
comments.

Except for Confidential Business
Information (CBI) as described in the
following paragraph, and other
information as described in 14 CFR
11.35, the FAA will post all comments
received, without change, to https://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information you provide. The
agency will also post a report
summarizing each substantive verbal
contact received about this final rule.

Confidential Business Information

CBI is commercial or financial
information that is both customarily and
actually treated as private by its owner.
Under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552), CBI is exempt
from public disclosure. If your
comments responsive to this AD contain
commercial or financial information

that is customarily treated as private,
that you actually treat as private, and
that is relevant or responsive to this AD,
it is important that you clearly designate
the submitted comments as CBI. Please
mark each page of your submission
containing CBI as “PROPIN.” The FAA
will treat such marked submissions as
confidential under the FOIA, and they
will not be placed in the public docket
of this AD. Submissions containing CBI
should be sent to James Guo, Aerospace
Engineer, Airframe Section, Los Angeles
ACO Branch, Compliance &
Airworthiness Division, FAA, 3960
Paramount Blvd., Lakewood, CA 90712;
telephone (562) 627-5357; email
james.guo@faa.gov. Any commentary
that the FAA receives which is not
specifically designated as CBI will be
placed in the public docket for this
rulemaking.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (RFA) do not apply when
an agency finds good cause pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 553 to adopt a rule without
prior notice and comment. Because FAA
has determined that it has good cause to
adopt this rule without prior notice and
comment, RFA analysis is not required.

Costs of Compliance

The FAA estimates that this AD
affects 164 helicopters of U.S. registry.
The FAA estimates the following costs
to comply with this AD. Labor costs are
estimated at $85 per work-hour.
Checking the tail rotor blade for any
crack takes about 0.25 work-hour for an
estimated cost of $22 per inspection.
Replacing the tail rotor blade takes
about 3.5 work-hours and parts cost
about $3,320 for an estimated cost of
$3,618 per helicopter.

The FAA has included all known
costs in its cost estimate. According to
the manufacturer, however, some of the
costs of this AD may be covered under
warranty, thereby reducing the cost
impact on affected operators.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. ““Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs” describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking
under the authority described in
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section
44701: “General requirements.” Under
that section, Congress charges the FAA
with promoting safe flight of civil
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing

regulations for practices, methods, and
procedures the Administrator finds
necessary for safety in air commerce.
This regulation is within the scope of
that authority because it addresses an
unsafe condi