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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XB341]

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Take of Anadromous Fish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
U.S. Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of receipt.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
NMEFS has received an application from
Stillwater Sciences to renew their U.S.
Endangered Species Act (ESA) scientific
enhancement permit (permit 20085—-2R)
involving invasive species removal from
a southern California watershed (Chorro
Creek) in San Luis Obispo County.
Proposed activities within the permit
application are expected to affect the
threatened South Central California
Coast (SCCC) Distinct Population
Segment (DPS) of steelhead
(Oncorhynchus mykiss). The public is
hereby notified that the application for
Permit 20085—2R is available for review
and comment before NMFS either
approves or disapproves the
application.

DATES: Written comments on the permit
application must be received at the
appropriate email address (see

ADDRESSES) on or before September 20,
2021.

ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
permit application should be submitted
to NMFS’ section 10(a)1(A) steelhead
permit coordinator for southern
California, Matt McGoogan, via email
(matthew.mcgoogan@noaa.gov). The
permit application is available for
review online at the Authorizations and
Permits for Protected Species website:
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov/preview/
preview_open_for comment.cfm.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Matt
McGoogan (phone: 562 980-4026;
email: matthew.mcgoogan@noaa.gov).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

ESA-Listed Species Covered in This
Notification

Threatened South Central California
Coast Distinct Population Segment of
steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss).

Authority

Scientific research and enhancement
permits are issued in accordance with
section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) and regulations governing
listed fish and wildlife permits (50 CFR
222-227). NMFS issues permits based
on findings that such permits: (1) Are
applied for in good faith, (2) would not
operate to the disadvantage of the listed
species, which are the subject of the
permits, and (3) are consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA. Authority to take
listed species is subject to conditions set
forth in the permits.

This notification is provided pursuant
to section 10(c) of the ESA. NMFS will
evaluate the application, associated
documents, and any comment
submitted to determine whether the
application meets the requirements of
section 10(a) of the ESA and Federal
regulations. The final permit decisions
will not be made until after the end of
the 30-day comment period and
consideration of any comment
submitted therein. NMFS will publish
notification of the final action on the
subject permit application in the
Federal Register.

Those individuals requesting a
hearing on the application listed in this
notification should provide the specific
reasons why a hearing on the
application would be appropriate (see
ADDRESSES). Such a hearing is held at
the discretion of the Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA.

All statements and opinions
contained in the permit action summary
are those of the applicant and do not
necessarily reflect the views of NMFS.

Permit Application Received:

Permit 20085-2R

Stillwater Sciences (environmental
consulting firm) has applied to renew
their section 10(a)1(A) scientific
enhancement permit (permit 20085—-2R)
involving an invasive species
management effort focused on the
removal of Sacramento pikeminnow
(Ptychocheilus grandis) from the Chorro
Creek watershed in San Luis Obispo
County, California. The primary
objectives of this effort involve: (1)
Determining the distribution,
abundance, size, and age structures of
both pikeminnow and SCCC steelhead;
(2) suppressing or eliminating
pikeminnow from the watershed; (3)
developing a plan for long-term
pikeminnow management in the
watershed; and (4) documenting
changes in SCCC steelhead abundance
and distribution in response to
pikeminnow removal. Proposed
enhancement activities include: (1)
Conducting snorkel surveys to assess
abundance and distribution of
pikeminnow and SCCC steelhead; (2)
using backpack electrofishing
equipment, seine-nets, hook-and-line
sampling, and spearfishing to capture
pikeminnows; (3) anesthetizing any
juvenile steelhead captured during
electrofishing and seining activities
prior to measuring weight and length;
(4) returning any captured steelhead to
Chorro Creek; and (5) humanely
euthanizing and disposing of
pikeminnow. Field activities for the
proposed enhancement effort will occur
during the summer and fall for ten years
between October 2021, and December
2031. The annual take Stillwater
Sciences is requesting for this effort is
as follows: (1) Non-lethal capture and
release of up to 1,500 juvenile steelhead
while electrofishing, (2) non-lethal
capture and release of up to 150 juvenile
steelhead while seining, (3) non-lethal
capture and release up to 10 juvenile
steelhead while hook-and-line fishing,
and (4) non-lethal observation of up to
2000 juvenile and 10 adult steelhead
during instream snorkel surveys. The
potential annual unintentional lethal
take resulting from the proposed
enhancement activities is up to 33
juvenile steelhead. Overall, no
intentional lethal take of steelhead is
proposed or expected as a result of these
enhancement activities.

This proposed scientific enhancement
effort is expected to support steelhead
recovery in the Chorro Creek watershed
and is consistent with recommendations
and objectives outlined in NMFS’ South
Central California Steelhead Recovery
Plan. See the application for Permit
20085—-2R for greater details on the
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scientific enhancement proposal and
related methodology.

Dated: August 16, 2021.
Angela Somma,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office
of Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2021-17869 Filed 8—19-21; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XB342]

Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Pacific Council)
and its advisory entities will hold
online public meetings.

DATES: The Pacific Council and its
advisory entities will meet online
September 8-11 and 13-15, 2021,
noting there will be no meetings held on
Sunday, September 12, 2021. The
Pacific Council meeting will begin on
Thursday, September 9, 2021, at 8 a.m.
Pacific Daylight Time (PDT),
reconvening at 8 a.m. on Friday,
September 10 through Saturday,
September 11, 2021. The Council will
reconvene Monday, September 13,
through Wednesday, September 15. All
meetings are open to the public, except
for a Closed Session held from 8 a.m. to
10 a.m., Thursday, September 9, to
address litigation and personnel
matters. The Pacific Council will meet
as late as necessary each day to
complete its scheduled business.

ADDRESSES: Meetings of the Pacific
Council and its advisory entities will be
webinar only. Specific meeting
information, including directions on
joining the meeting, connecting to the
live stream broadcast, and system
requirements will be provided in the
meeting announcement on the Pacific
Council’s website (see
www.pcouncil.org). You may send an
email to Mr. Kris Kleinschmidt
(kris.kleinschmidt@noaa.gov) or contact
him at (503) 820-2412 for technical
assistance.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
OR 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Chuck Tracy, Executive Director, Pacific
Council; telephone: (503) 820-2415 or
(866) 806—7204 toll-free, or access the
Pacific Council website,
www.pcouncil.org for the proposed
agenda and meeting briefing materials.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
September 9—-11 and 13-15, 2021
meeting of the Pacific Council will be
streamed live on the internet. The
broadcasts begin initially at 10 a.m. PDT
Thursday, September 9, 2021, and
continue at 8 a.m. Friday, September 10
through Wednesday, September 15,
2021, except no meetings are scheduled
for Sunday, September 12. Broadcasts
end when business for the day is
complete. Only the audio portion and
presentations displayed on the screen at
the Pacific Council meeting will be
broadcast. The audio portion for the
public is listen-only except that an
opportunity for oral public comment
will be provided prior to Council Action
on each agenda item. Additional
information and instructions on joining
or listening to the meeting can be found
on the Pacific Council’s website (see
www.pcouncil.org).

The following items are on the Pacific
Council agenda, but not necessarily in
this order. Agenda items noted as “Final
Action” refer to actions requiring the
Council to transmit a proposed fishery
management plan, proposed plan
amendment, or proposed regulations to
the U.S. Secretary of Commerce, under
Sections 304 or 305 of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Additional detail on
agenda items, Council action, and
advisory entity meeting times, are
described in Agenda Item A.5, Proposed
Council Meeting Agenda, and will be in
the advance September 2021 briefing
materials and posted on the Pacific
Council website at www.pcouncil.org no
later than Friday, August 20, 2021.

A. Call to Order
1. Opening Remarks
2. Council Member Appointments
3. Roll Call
4. Executive Director’s Report
5. Approve Agenda
B. Open Comment Period
1. Comments on Non-Agenda Items
C. Groundfish Management
1. National Marine Fisheries Service
Report
2. Stock Assessment Methodology
Review
3. Pacific Whiting Utilization in the
At-Sea Sectors
4. Electronic Monitoring—Final
Action
5. Sablefish Gear Switching
6. Adopt Stock Assessments

7. Inseason Adjustments—Final
Action
8. Initial Harvest Specifications and
Management Measure Actions for
2023-24 Management
D. Highly Migratory Species
Management
1. National Marine Fisheries Service
Report
2. International Management
Activities
3. Exempted Fishing Permits
E. Administrative Matters
. Marine Planning
. Fiscal Matters
. Legislative Matters
. Approval of Council Meeting
Record
5. Standardized Bycatch Reporting
Methodology
6. Membership Appointments and
Council Operating Procedures
7. Future Council Meeting Agenda
and Workload Planning
F. Salmon Management
1. National Marine Fisheries Service
Report
2. Methodology Review—Final Topic
Selection
3. Southern Oregon/Northern
California Coast Coho Endangered
Species Act Consultation
G. Pacific Halibut Management
1. 2022 Catch Sharing Plan and
Annual Regulations
2. Commercial-Directed Fishery
Regulations for 2022
H. Ecosystem Management
1. Fishery Ecosystem Plan Five-Year
Review
2. Climate and Communities Initiative
I. Habitat Issues
1. Current Habitat Issues
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Advisory Body Agendas

Advisory body agendas will include
discussions of relevant issues that are
on the Pacific Council agenda for this
meeting and may also include issues
that may be relevant to future Council
meetings. Proposed advisory body
agendas for this meeting will be
available on the Pacific Council website
www.pcouncil.org no later than Friday,
August 20, 2021.

Schedule of Ancillary Meetings
Day 1—Wednesday, September 8, 2021

Coastal Pelagic Species Advisory
Subpanel 8 a.m.

Enforcement Consultants 8 a.m.

Groundfish Advisory Subpanel 8 a.m.

Groundfish Management Team 8 a.m.

Habitat Committee 8 a.m.

Scientific and Statistical Committee 8
a.m.

Budget Committee 10 a.m.

Legislative Committee 1 p.m.
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