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guidance. 15 U.S.C. 278(a). Members
shall be selected solely on the basis of
established records of distinguished
service; shall provide representation of
a cross-section of traditional and
emerging United States industries; and
shall be eminent in fields such as
business, research, new product
development, engineering, labor,
education, management consulting,
environment, and international
relations. No employee of the Federal
Government shall serve as a member of
the Committee. 15 U.S.C. 278(b).

2. Members of the Committee shall
serve as Special Government Employees
(SGEs) and will be subject to the ethics
standards applicable to SGEs.

3. The Committee shall consist of not
fewer than nine members appointed by
the Director of NIST, a majority of
whom shall be from United States
industry. 15 U.S.C. 278(a). The term of
office of each member of the Committee
shall be three years, except that vacancy
appointments shall be for the remainder
of the unexpired term of the vacancy. 15
U.S.C. 278(c)(1). Members shall serve at
the discretion of the Director of NIST.

4. Any person who has completed two
consecutive full terms of service on the
Committee shall be ineligible for
appointment for a third term during the
one-year period following the expiration
of the second term. 15 U.S.C. 278(c)(1).

5. Pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 278(f), the
Committee chairperson and vice
chairperson shall be elected by the
members of the Committee at each
annual meeting occurring in an even-
numbered year. The vice chairperson
shall perform the duties of the
chairperson in his or her absence. In
case a vacancy occurs in the position of
the chairperson or vice chairperson, the
Committee shall elect a member to fill
such vacancy.

6. Members of the Committee will not
be compensated for their services, but
will, upon request, be allowed travel
expenses in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
5701 et seq., while attending meetings
of the Committee or of its
subcommittees, or while otherwise
performing duties at the request of the
chairperson, while away from their
homes or a regular place of business.

7. Pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 278(g), the
Committee may, with the concurrence
of a majority of its members, permit the
appointment of a staff consisting of not
more than four professional staff
members and such clerical staff
members as may be necessary. Such
staff members shall be appointed by the
Director after consultation with the
chairperson of the Committee and
assigned at the direction of the
Committee.

8. Subcommittees: Pursuant to 15
U.S.C. 278(e), the Committee shall have
an executive committee, and may
delegate to it such powers and functions
of the Committee as it deems
appropriate. The Committee and/or the
Director of NIST may establish such
other subcommittees, task forces, and
working groups consisting of members
from the parent Committee as may be
necessary, subject to the provisions of
FACA, the FACA implementing
regulations, and applicable Department
of Commerce guidance. Subcommittees
must report back to the Committee and
any recommendations based on their
work will be deliberated and agreed
upon by the Committee prior to
dissemination to NIST.

Miscellaneous

1. Meetings of the VCAT usually take
place at the NIST headquarters in
Gaithersburg, Maryland. The Committee
will meet at least twice each year at the
call of the chairperson or whenever one-
third of the members so request in
writing. The Committee shall not act in
the absence of a quorum, which shall
consist of a majority of the members of
the Committee not having a conflict of
interest in the matter being considered
by the Committee. 15 U.S.C. 278(d).

2. Generally, Committee meetings are
open to the public.

Nomination Information

1. Nominations are sought from all
fields described above.

2. Nominees should have established
records of distinguished service and
shall be eminent in fields such as
business, research, new product
development, engineering, labor,
education, management consulting,

environment and international relations.

The category (field of eminence) for
which the candidate is qualified should
be specified in the nomination letter.
Nominations for a particular category
should come from organizations or
individuals within that category. A
summary of the candidate’s
qualifications should be included with
the nomination, including (where
applicable) current or former service on
Federal advisory boards and Federal
employment. In addition, each
nomination letter should state that the
candidate agrees to the nomination,
acknowledges the responsibilities of
serving on the VCAT, and will actively
participate in good faith in the tasks of
the VCAT.

3. The Department of Commerce is
committed to equal opportunity in the

workplace and seeks a broad-based and
diverse VCAT membership.

Kevin Kimball,

NIST Chief of Staff.

[FR Doc. 2021-07504 Filed 4-12-21; 8:45 am]
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
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North Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of web conference.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) Bering
Sea Fishery Ecosystem Plan (BS FEP)
Team will meet May 3, 2021, and from
May 24, 2021, through May 25, 2021.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Monday, May 3, 2021, from 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. and on Monday, May 24, 2021,
through Tuesday, May 25, 2021, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Alaska Time.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be a
webconference. Join online through the
link at https://meetings.npfmc.org/
Meeting/Details/2024.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1007 W
3rd Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501-2252;
telephone: (907) 271-2809. Instructions
for attending the meeting are given
under SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diana Evans, Council staff; phone; (907)
271-2809 and email: diana.evans@
noaa.gov. For technical support, please
contact administrative Council staff,
email: npfmec.admin@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Agenda

Monday, May 3, 2021

The BS FEP team agenda will include
a workshop on developing the
Ecosystem Health Report Card.

Monday, May 24, 2021, Through
Tuesday, May 25, 2021

The BS FEP team agenda will include
(a) introductions and member updates;
(b) reports from the FEP taskforces; (c)
discussion about Council process and
how FEP fits with other Council
initiatives; (d) development of an
Ecosystem Health Report Card; (e)


https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/2024
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/2024
mailto:diana.evans@noaa.gov
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research priorities; (f) new FEP
initiatives, and (g) other business. The
agenda is subject to change, and the
latest version will be posted at https://
meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/
2024 prior to the meeting, along with
meeting materials.

Connection Information

You can attend the meeting online
using a computer, tablet, or smartphone;
or by phone only. Connection
information will be posted online at:
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/
Details/2024.

Public Comment

Public comment letters will be
accepted and should be submitted
electronically to https://
meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/
2024.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 8, 2021.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-07532 Filed 4-12-21; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XA994]

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Oil and Gas
Activities in Cook Inlet, Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of Letter of
Authorization.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), as
amended, and implementing
regulations, NMFS issued a Letter of
Authorization (LOA) to Hilcorp Alaska
LLC (Hilcorp) to take marine mammals
incidental to oil and gas activities in
Cook Inlet, Alaska.

DATES: Applicable until March 30, 2022.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sara
Young, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, (301) 427—-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct

the Secretary of Commerce (as delegated
to NMFS) to allow, upon request, the

incidental, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing)
within a specified geographical region if
certain findings are made and either
regulations are issued or, if the taking is
limited to harassment, a notice of a
proposed authorization is provided to
the public for review.

An incidental take authorization shall
be granted if NMFS finds that the taking
will have a negligible impact on the
species or stock(s), will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth.

NMFS has defined “negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact
resulting from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect
the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

The MMPA states that the term ““take”
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill
any marine mammal.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: Any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance, which
(i) has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

Summary

NMFS issued regulations governing
the take of 11 species of marine
mammal, by Level A and Level B
harassment, incidental to Hilcorp’s oil
and gas activities on July 31, 2019 (84
FR 37442). These regulations include
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
requirements for the incidental take of
marine mammals during the specified
activities. As further detailed in the
regulations (50 CFR 217.167), adaptive
management measures allow NMFS to
modify or renew LOAs as necessary if
doing so creates a reasonable likelihood
of more effective mitigation and
monitoring. NMFS issued the first LOA
to Hilcorp under these regulations on
July 31, 2019. NMFS published a
Federal Register notice seeking public
comment on its proposal to modify the
Year 1 LOA issued to Hilcorp on August

16, 2019 (84 FR 41957) and published

a notice of modification on October 4,
2019 (84 FR 53119). The Year 1 LOA
expired on July 30, 2020. To better align
with the open water season, Hilcorp
applied for their Year 2 LOA with a start
date of April 1, 2020, rather than
waiting until the expiration of their Year
1 LOA in July 2020. NMFS reviewed the
application and issued the Year 2 LOA
on April 22, 2020. Hilcorp submitted an
application for their Year 3 LOA on
January 2021 and the LOA was
subsequently issued on March 30, 2021.

Authorization

NMEFS has issued a LOA (available at
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
incidental-take-authorization-hilcorp-
alaska-llc-oil-and-gas-activities-cook-
inlet-alaska) to Hilcorp Alaska LLC for
the potential harassment of small
numbers of four marine mammal
species incidental to oil and gas
activities in Cook Inlet, Alaska,
provided the mitigation, monitoring and
reporting requirements of the
rulemaking are incorporated.

Dated: April 7, 2021.
Catherine Marzin.

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2021-07479 Filed 4-12-21; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XA990]

Fisheries of the South Atlantic; South
Atlantic Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold a meeting of its Scientific and
Statistical Committee (SSC) via webinar.
See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.
DATES: The SSC meeting will take place
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, from
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 through
Thursday, April 29, 2021 and Monday,
May 3, 2021.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar.

Council address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N.
Charleston, SC 29405.
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