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disaster for the State of Vermont
(FEMA-4532-DR), dated April 8, 2020,
and related determinations.

DATES: The declaration was issued April
8, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that, in a letter dated April
8, 2020, the President issued a major
disaster declaration under the authority
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act, 42
U.S.C. 5121 et seq. (the “Stafford Act”),
as follows:

I have determined that the emergency
conditions in the State of Vermont resulting
from the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID—
19) pandemic beginning on January 20, 2020,
and continuing, are of sufficient severity and
magnitude to warrant a major disaster
declaration under the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq. (the “Stafford
Act”). Therefore, I declare that such a major
disaster exists in the State of Vermont.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes such amounts as
you find necessary for Federal disaster
assistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide assistance
for emergency protective measures (Category
B), including direct Federal assistance, under
the Public Assistance program throughout
the State. Consistent with the requirement
that Federal assistance be supplemental, any
Federal funds provided under the Stafford
Act for Public Assistance will be limited to
75 percent of the total eligible costs.

Further, you are authorized to make
changes to this declaration for the approved
assistance to the extent allowable under the
Stafford Act.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice that
pursuant to the authority vested in the
Administrator, under Executive Order
12148, as amended, W. Russell Webster,
of FEMA is appointed to act as the
Federal Coordinating Officer for this
major disaster.

The following areas of the State of
Vermont have been designated as

adversely affected by this major disaster:

Emergency protective measures (Category
B) not authorized under other Federal
statutes, including direct Federal assistance,
under the Public Assistance program at 75
percent federal funding for all areas in the
State of Vermont.

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);

97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050, Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Pete Gaynor,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2020-09848 Filed 5-7-20; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This is a notice of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the State of South Dakota
(FEMA—-4527-DR), dated April 5, 2020,
and related determinations.

DATES: The declaration was issued April
5, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that, in a letter dated April
5, 2020, the President issued a major
disaster declaration under the authority
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act, 42
U.S.C. 5121 et seq. (the ““Stafford Act”),
as follows:

I have determined that the emergency
conditions in the State of South Dakota
resulting from the Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic beginning on January
20, 2020, and continuing, are of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant a major
disaster declaration under the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq. (the
“Stafford Act”). Therefore, I declare that such
a major disaster exists in the State of South
Dakota.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes such amounts as
you find necessary for Federal disaster
assistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide assistance
for emergency protective measures (Category
B), including direct Federal assistance, under
the Public Assistance program throughout
the State. Consistent with the requirement
that Federal assistance be supplemental, any
Federal funds provided under the Stafford
Act for Public Assistance will be limited to
75 percent of the total eligible costs.

Further, you are authorized to make
changes to this declaration for the approved
assistance to the extent allowable under the
Stafford Act.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice that
pursuant to the authority vested in the
Administrator, under Executive Order
12148, as amended, Lee K. dePalo, of
FEMA is appointed to act as the Federal
Coordinating Officer for this major
disaster.

The following areas of the State of
South Dakota have been designated as
adversely affected by this major disaster:

Emergency protective measures (Category
B) not authorized under other Federal
statutes, including direct Federal assistance,
under the Public Assistance program at 75
percent federal funding for all areas in the
State of South Dakota.

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050, Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Pete Gaynor,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2020-09847 Filed 5-7-20; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Mississippi (FEMA—-4538-DR),
dated April 23, 2020, and related
determinations.

DATES: This change occurred on April
23, 2020.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) hereby gives notice that
pursuant to the authority vested in the
Administrator, under Executive Order
12148, as amended, Jose M. Girot, of
FEMA is appointed to act as the Federal
Coordinating Officer for this disaster.
This action terminates the
appointment of Terry L. Quarles as
Federal Coordinating Officer for this
disaster.

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050, Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Pete Gaynor,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2020—09849 Filed 5—-7—20; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), intend to

prepare a management plan (plan) for
bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis) for
Hart Mountain National Antelope
Refuge (refuge). We will also prepare an
environmental impact statement to
develop alternatives for management
actions in the plan and evaluate the
environmental effects of those actions.
We provide this notice in compliance
with the National Environmental Policy
Act to advise the public, other Federal
and State agencies, and Tribes of our
intentions, and to obtain public
comments and suggestions on the scope
of the issues to consider in the planning
process.

DATES: To ensure consideration, written
comments must be received or
postmarked on or before June 8, 2020.
ADDRESSES: Information concerning the
refuge and the bighorn sheep population
is available on our website, at https://
www.fws.gov/refuge/Hart Mountain/
What_We_Do/Resource_Management/
Bighorn_Sheep Plan.html.

Send your questions or comments by
any of the following methods:

e Email: Sheldon-Hart@fws.gov.
Include “Hart Mountain Bighorn Sheep
Plan” in the subject line of the message.

e U.S. Mail: Project Leader, Sheldon-
Hart Mountain National Wildlife Refuge
Complex, P.O. Box 111, Lakeview, OR
97630.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Danielle Fujii-Doe, Refuge Manager, by
email at Sheldon-Hart@fws.gov or by
phone at 541-947-2731. Individuals
who are hearing or speech impaired
may call the Federal Relay Service at 1—
800-877-8339 for TTY assistance.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Introduction

We, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service), intend to prepare a
management plan (plan) for bighorn
sheep (Ovis canadensis) for Hart
Mountain National Antelope Refuge
(refuge). We will also prepare an
environmental impact statement to
develop alternatives for management
actions in the plan and evaluate the
environmental effects of those actions.
We provide this notice in compliance
with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to
advise the public, other Federal and
State agencies, and Tribes of our
intentions, and to obtain public
comments and suggestions on the scope
of the issues to consider in the planning
process.

Background

Located in a remote area of south
central Oregon, Hart Mountain National
Antelope Refuge, managed by the

Service, encompasses 278,000 acres of
sagebrush-steppe habitat within the
Great Basin and includes the 19,267-
acre proposed Poker Jim Wilderness
Area. Originally established in 1936 for
the conservation and protection of the
once-imperiled pronghorn (Antilocapra
americana), the refuge also conserves
habitat for many native, rare, and
imperiled species of fish, wildlife, and
plants that depend upon the sagebrush-
steppe ecosystem.

Bighorn sheep are an iconic species
native to Oregon and the refuge.
Originally extirpated in Oregon by 1912,
sheep were successfully reintroduced to
the State in 1954, when 20 sheep were
translocated to Hart Mountain. Since
that time, refuge and Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW) staff have conducted annual
surveys to track population variables,
including number of sheep, lamb
production and recruitment, and ram
size/age class. The number of sheep
counted on the refuge increased yearly
from 1954, reaching a high of 350 to 415
sheep during the period 1982-1992.
However, beginning in the 1990s, the
number steadily declined to
approximately 150 animals, and then
remained relatively stable during the
period 2009-2017. The last three annual
surveys represent the most significant
declines in population variables to date.
The number of sheep counted dropped
from 149 in 2017, to 100 in 2018, to 68
in 2019. Lamb production declined by
approximately half from 54.4 lambs per
100 ewes in 2017, to 21.5 and 22.7 in
2018 and 2019, respectively. In
addition, recruitment reached a low
level in 2019, with no 1-year-old class
I rams and only two oldest age class IV
rams seen.

Sheep habitat encompasses
approximately 34,000 acres on the
western escarpment of the refuge (Hart
Mountain and Poker Jim Ridge),
including the proposed Poker Jim
Wilderness Area. However, ecological
trends over the last several decades,
such as juniper encroachment and the
spread of invasive herbaceous plants,
may be resulting in the decline in the
quality of sheep habitat.

In January 2019, ODFW, in
cooperation with refuge staff, captured
21 sheep on the refuge. Nineteen were
fitted with GPS collars to monitor
movements and track adult survival. In
addition, health-screening samples were
obtained on all 21 sheep. The ODFW
Wildlife Heath and Population
Laboratory analyzed the health
screening samples and submitted
tonsillar swabs and blood serum for
diagnostic tests to both Oregon State
University and Washington Animal
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