
14172 Federal Register / Vol. 85, No. 48 / Wednesday, March 11, 2020 / Rules and Regulations 

The Federal for-hire component quota 
for red snapper in the Gulf EEZ is 3.130 
million lb (1.420 million kg), and the 
2020 ACT will be 2.848 million lb 
(1.292 million kg) (50 CFR 
622.41(q)(2)(iii)(B)). 

The 2020 Federal Gulf red snapper 
for-hire fishing season has been 
determined to be 62 days based on 
NMFS’ projection of the date landings 
are expected to reach the component 
ACT. For details about the calculation of 
the projection for 2020, see https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/ 
sustainable-fisheries/gulf-mexico- 
recreational-red-snapper-management. 
Therefore, the 2020 recreational season 
for the Federal for-hire component will 
begin at 12:01 a.m., local time, on June 
1, 2020, and close at 12:01 a.m., local 
time, on August 2, 2020. 

On and after the effective date of the 
Federal for-hire component closure, the 
bag and possession limits for red 
snapper for Federal for-hire vessels are 
zero. When the Federal for-hire 
component is closed, these bag and 
possession limits apply in the Gulf on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
for-hire permit for Gulf reef fish has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. In addition, a 
person aboard a vessel that has been 
issued a charter vessel/headboat permit 
for Gulf reef fish any time during the 
fishing year may not harvest or possess 
red snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ 
when the Federal charter vessel/ 
headboat component is closed. 

Classification 
The Regional Administrator for the 

NMFS Southeast Region has determined 
this temporary rule is necessary for the 
conservation and management of Gulf 
red snapper and is consistent with the 
FMP, the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and 
other applicable laws. 

This action is taken under 50 CFR 
622.41(q)(2)(i) and (ii) and is exempt 
from review under Executive Order 
12866. 

These measures are exempt from the 
procedures of the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act because the temporary rule is issued 
without opportunity for prior notice and 
comment. 

This action is based on the best 
scientific information available. The 
Assistant Administrator for NOAA 
Fisheries (AA) finds that the need to 
implement this action to close the 
Federal for-hire component of the red 
snapper recreational sector constitute 
good cause to waive the requirements to 
provide prior notice and opportunity for 

public comment on this temporary rule 
pursuant to the authority set forth in 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B), because such 
procedures are unnecessary and 
contrary to the public interest. Such 
procedures are unnecessary because the 
rule implementing the recreational red 
snapper quotas and ACTs, and the rule 
implementing the requirement to close 
the for-hire component when its ACT is 
projected to be reached have already 
been subject to notice and comment, 
and all that remains is to notify the 
public of the closure. Such procedures 
are contrary to the public interest 
because many for-hire operations book 
trips for clients in advance and require 
as much notice as NMFS is able to 
provide to adjust their business plans to 
account for the fishing season. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: March 6, 2020. 
Jennifer M. Wallace, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2020–05003 Filed 3–6–20; 4:15 pm] 
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SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for species that comprise the 
deep-water species fishery by vessels 
using trawl gear in the Gulf of Alaska 
(GOA). This action is necessary because 
the first seasonal apportionment of the 
Pacific halibut bycatch allowance 
specified for the deep-water species 
fishery in the GOA will be reached. 
DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska 
local time (A.l.t.), March 7, 2020, 
through 1200 hours, A.l.t., April 1, 
2020. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Obren Davis, 907–586–7228. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
under authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Regulations governing 
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance 
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50 
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679. 

The first seasonal apportionment of 
the Pacific halibut bycatch allowance 
specified for the trawl deep-water 
species fishery in the GOA is 135 metric 
tons as established by the final 2020 and 
2021 harvest specifications for 
groundfish of the GOA (84 FR 9416, 
March 14, 2019), for the period 1200 
hours, A.l.t., January 20, 2020, through 
1200 hours, A.l.t., April 1, 2020. 

In accordance with § 679.21(d)(6)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS, has determined that the first 
seasonal apportionment of the Pacific 
halibut bycatch allowance specified for 
the trawl deep-water species fishery in 
the GOA will be reached. Consequently, 
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for 
the deep-water species fishery by 
vessels using trawl gear in the GOA. The 
species and species groups that 
comprise the deep-water species fishery 
include sablefish, rockfish, deep-water 
flatfish, rex sole, and arrowtooth 
flounder. 

While this closure is effective the 
maximum retainable amounts at 
§ 679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time 
during a trip. 

Classification 

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest. This requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest as it would prevent NMFS from 
responding to the most recent fisheries 
data in a timely fashion and would 
delay the closure of the deep-water 
species fishery by vessels using trawl 
gear in the GOA. NMFS was unable to 
publish a notice providing time for 
public comment because the most 
recent, relevant data only became 
available as of March 5, 2020. 
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The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30-day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 

prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment. 

This action is required by § 679.21 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: March 6, 2020. 
Jennifer M. Wallace, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2020–04971 Filed 3–6–20; 4:15 pm] 
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