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reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Hapeman, (301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216).

The applicant proposes to conduct
research on common bottlenose
dolphins in the bays, sounds, estuaries,
and near-shore coastal waters of Texas
in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico. The
purpose of the research is to: (1)
Develop and maintain photo-
identification catalogs; (2) characterize
fine-scale population structure and
dynamics; (3) establish baseline patterns
of distribution, habitat use, diet, and
health; (4) estimate abundance for
strategic stocks; (5) analyze dolphin
behavior in relation to anthropogenic
activities; and (6) identify potential risks
to the population. Researchers would
take up to 16,288 dolphins annually
during vessel surveys for counts, photo-
identification, behavioral observation
and passive acoustic recordings. A
subset of animals would also be biopsy
sampled or observed for
photogrammetry with an unmanned
aircraft system. Up to 200 non-target
cetaceans may be incidentally harassed
and/or approached annually for counts
and behavioral observation.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: February 11, 2020.
Julia Marie Harrison,

Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
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SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) of the will hold a meeting.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 10, 2020, starting at 1
p-m. and continue through 12:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, March 11, 2020. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for agenda
details.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will
take place at the Royal Sonesta Harbor
Place, 550 Light Street, Baltimore, MD
21202; telephone: (410) 234—0550.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674-2331; website:
www.mafme.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of this meeting is to make
acceptable biological catch (ABC)
recommendations for golden tilefish for
the 2021 fishing year and interim
recommendations for the 2022 fishing
year based on information in the 2020
data update. The SSC will also review
the most recent survey and fishery data
and the previously recommended 2021
ABC for blueline tilefish. The SSC will
also review and provide feedback on the
most recent Mid-Atlantic State of the
Ecosystem report and other Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries Management
(EAFM) related activities. The SSC and
staff from the NMFS Marine
Recreational Information Program
(MRIP) will have an open discussion
and question and answer session
regarding the recently implemented
changes to the recreational data
collection program with a focus on
specific implications to Mid-Atlantic
stocks. The SSC will discuss the 2020—
2024 stock assessment schedule, recent
changes to the Mid-Atlantic Council’s
risk policy, and receive an update from

the Illex workgroup. In addition, the
SSC may take up any other business as
necessary.

A detailed agenda and background
documents will be made available on
the Council’s website (www.mafmc.org)
prior to the meeting.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aid
should be directed to M. Jan Saunders,
(302) 526-5251, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Dated: February 11, 2020.
Diane M. DeJames-Daly,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Herring Committee to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: This meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 1 p.m.
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held at the Four Points by Sheraton,
One Audubon Road, Wakefield, MA
01880; telephone: (781) 245-9300.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Herring Committee will discuss
goals and objectives and potential range
of alternatives to consider in Framework
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