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Endangered Species Act 
Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered 

Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) requires that each Federal agency 
insure that any action it authorizes, 
funds, or carries out is not likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of 
any endangered or threatened species or 
result in the destruction or adverse 
modification of designated critical 
habitat. To ensure ESA compliance for 
the issuance of IHAs, NMFS consults 
internally, in this case with the NMFS 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries 
Office (GARFO), whenever we propose 
to authorize take for endangered or 
threatened species. 

The NMFS Office of Protected 
Resources Permits and Conservation 
Division is proposing to authorize the 
incidental take of four species of marine 
mammals which are listed under the 
ESA: The North Atlantic right, fin, sei, 
and sperm whale. The Permits and 
Conservation Division has requested 
initiation of Section 7 consultation with 
NMFS GARFO for the issuance of this 
IHA. NMFS will conclude the ESA 
section 7 consultation prior to reaching 
a determination regarding the proposed 
issuance of the authorization. 

Proposed Authorization 
As a result of these preliminary 

determinations, NMFS proposes to issue 
an IHA to Vineyard Wind for 
conducting marine site characterization 
surveys offshore of Massachusetts in the 
areas of the Commercial Lease of 
Submerged Lands for Renewable Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental 
Shelf (OCS–A 0501 and OCS–A 0522) 
and along potential submarine cable 
routes to a landfall location in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, and New York, from April 
1, 2020 through March 31, 2021, 
provided the previously mentioned 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
requirements are incorporated. A draft 
of the proposed IHA can be found at 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/ 
incidental-take-authorizations-under- 
marine-mammal-protection-act. 

Request for Public Comments 
We request comment on our analyses, 

the proposed authorization, and any 
other aspect of this Notice of Proposed 
IHA for the proposed HRG survey. We 
also request at this time comment on the 
potential Renewal of this proposed IHA 
as described in the paragraph below. 
Please include with your comments any 
supporting data or literature citations to 
help inform decisions on the request for 
this IHA or a subsequent Renewal IHA. 

On a case-by-case basis, NMFS may 
issue a one-year Renewal IHA following 

notice to the public providing an 
additional 15 days for public comments 
when (1) up to another year of identical 
or nearly identical, or nearly identical, 
activities as described in the Specified 
Activities section of this notice is 
planned or (2) the activities as described 
in the Specified Activities section of 
this notice would not be completed by 
the time the IHA expires and a Renewal 
would allow for completion of the 
activities beyond that described in the 
Dates and Duration section of this 
notice, provided all of the following 
conditions are met: 

• A request for renewal is received no 
later than 60 days prior to the needed 
Renewal IHA effective date (recognizing 
that the Renewal IHA expiration date 
cannot extend beyond one year from 
expiration of the initial IHA). 

• The request for renewal must 
include the following: 

(1) An explanation that the activities 
to be conducted under the requested 
Renewal IHA are identical to the 
activities analyzed under the initial 
IHA, are a subset of the activities, or 
include changes so minor (e.g., 
reduction in pile size) that the changes 
do not affect the previous analyses, 
mitigation and monitoring 
requirements, or take estimates (with 
the exception of reducing the type or 
amount of take). 

(2) A preliminary monitoring report 
showing the results of the required 
monitoring to date and an explanation 
showing that the monitoring results do 
not indicate impacts of a scale or nature 
not previously analyzed or authorized. 

• Upon review of the request for 
Renewal, the status of the affected 
species or stocks, and any other 
pertinent information, NMFS 
determines that there are no more than 
minor changes in the activities, the 
mitigation and monitoring measures 
will remain the same and appropriate, 
and the findings in the initial IHA 
remain valid. 

Dated: February 5, 2020. 

Donna S. Wieting, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2020–02662 Filed 2–11–20; 8:45 am] 
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Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of opportunities to 
submit public comments. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Pacific Council) 
has begun its annual preseason 
management process for the 2020 ocean 
salmon fisheries off the U.S. West Coast. 
This notice informs the public of 
opportunities to provide comments on 
the development of 2020 ocean salmon 
management measures. 
DATES: Written comments on the salmon 
management alternatives adopted by the 
Pacific Council at its March 2020 
meeting, as described in its Preseason 
Report II, received electronically or in 
hard copy by 5 p.m. Pacific Time, 
March 27, 2020, will be considered in 
the Pacific Council’s final 
recommendation for the 2020 
management measures. 
ADDRESSES: Documents will be available 
from the Pacific Fishery Management 
Council, 7700 NE Ambassador Place, 
Suite 101, Portland, OR 97220–1384, 
and will be posted on the Pacific 
Council website at http://
www.pcouncil.org. You may submit 
comments by any one of the following 
methods: 

• Written comments should be sent 
electronically to Mr. Phil Anderson, 
Chair, Pacific Fishery Management 
Council, via the Pacific Council’s e- 
Portal by visiting https://
pfmc.psmfc.org. 

• Comments can also be submitted to 
NMFS via the Federal e-Rulemaking 
Portal. Go to http://
www.regulations.gov/ 
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2019- 
0139, click the ‘‘Comment Now!’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. All comments 
received via the Federal e-Rulemaking 
Portal are a part of the public record and 
will generally be posted for public 
viewing on http://www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS and the 
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Pacific Council will accept anonymous 
comments (enter ‘‘N/A’’ in the required 
fields if you wish to remain 
anonymous). 

• Mail: Mr. Phil Anderson, Chair, 
Pacific Fishery Management Council, 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101, 
Portland, OR 97220–1384. Comments 
submitted by mail will be entered into 
the Pacific Council’s e-Portal by Pacific 
Council Staff. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Robin Ehlke, Pacific Council, telephone: 
503–820–2280. For information on 
submitting comments via the Federal 
e-Rulemaking portal, contact Peggy 
Mundy, NMFS West Coast Region, 
telephone: 206–526–4323; email: 
peggy.mundy@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Pacific Council has announced the 
schedule of reports, public meetings, 
and hearings for the 2020 ocean salmon 
fisheries on its website (http://
www.pcouncil.org) and in the Federal 
Register (84 FR 70954, December 26, 
2019). The Pacific Council will adopt 
alternatives for 2020 ocean salmon 
fisheries at its March 3–9. 2020, meeting 
at the DoubleTree by Hilton Sonoma, 
Rohnert Park, CA. Details of this 
meeting are available on the Pacific 
Council’s website (http://
www.pcouncil.org). On March 20, 2020, 
‘‘Preseason Report II—Proposed 
Alternatives and Environmental 
Assessment Part 2 for 2020 Ocean 
Salmon Fishery Regulations’’ is 
scheduled to be posted on the Pacific 
Council website at http://
www.pcouncil.org. The report will 
include a description of the salmon 
management alternatives and a 
summary of their biological and 
economic impacts. Public hearings will 
be held to receive comments on the 
proposed ocean salmon fishery 
management alternatives adopted by the 
Pacific Council. Written comments 
received at the public hearings and a 
summary of oral comments at the 
hearings will be provided to the Pacific 
Council at its April meeting. 

All public hearings begin at 7 p.m. at 
the following locations: 

• March 23, 2020: Chateau Westport, 
Beach Room, 710 West Hancock, 
Westport, WA 98595, telephone 360– 
268–9101. 

• March 23, 2020: Red Lion Hotel, 
South Umpqua Room, 1313 North 
Bayshore Drive, Coos Bay, OR 97420, 
telephone 541–267–4141. 

• March 24, 2020: Red Lion Hotel, 
Redwood Ballroom, 1929 4th Street, 
Eureka, CA 95501, telephone 707–445– 
0844. 

Comments on the alternatives the 
Pacific Council adopts at its March 2020 
meeting, and described in its Preseason 
Report II, may be submitted in writing 
or electronically as described under 
ADDRESSES, or verbally or in writing at 
any of the public hearings held on 
March 23–24, 2020, or at the Pacific 
Council’s meeting, April 3–10, 2020, at 
the Hilton Vancouver, in Vancouver, 
WA. Details of these meetings will be 
available on the Pacific Council’s 
website (http://www.pcouncil.org) and 
will be published in the Federal 
Register. Written and electronically 
submitted comments must be received 
no later than 5 p.m. Pacific Time, March 
27, 2020, in order to be included in the 
briefing book for the Pacific Council’s 
April meeting where they will be 
considered in the adoption of the Pacific 
Council’s final recommendation for the 
2020 salmon fishery management 
measures. All comments received 
accordingly will be reviewed and 
considered by the Pacific Council and 
NMFS. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: February 6, 2020. 

Jennifer M. Wallace, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2020–02737 Filed 2–11–20; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 
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Marine Mammals and Endangered 
Species 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permits, 
permit amendments, and permit 
modifications. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
permits or permit amendments or 
modifications have been issued to the 
following entities under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA), as 
applicable. 

ADDRESSES: The permits and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone: 
(301) 427–8401; fax: (301) 713–0376. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Skidmore (Permit No. 17305– 
01), Sara Young (Permit No. 22678), 
Shasta McClenahan (Permit No. 18638– 
01), Amy Hapeman (Permit No. 22281), 
Erin Markin (Permit No. 23200), and 
Malcolm Mohead (Permit Nos. 22671– 
01 and 23096); at (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notices 
were published in the Federal Register 
on the dates listed below that requests 
for a permit or permit amendment had 
been submitted by the below-named 
applicants. To locate the Federal 
Register notice that announced our 
receipt of the application and a 
complete description of the research, go 
to www.federalregister.gov and search 
on the permit number provided in Table 
1 below. 

TABLE 1—ISSUED PERMITS, PERMIT AMENDMENTS, AND PERMIT MODIFICATIONS 

Permit No. RIN/RTID Applicant Previous 
Federal Register notice 

Permit or 
amendment 

issuance date 

17305–01 ..... 0648–XD52 ...... Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquariums, 
218 N. Lee Street, Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 
22314 (Responsible Party: Kathleen Dezio).

80 FR 7419; February 10, 
2015.

January 7, 2020. 

18638–01 ..... 0648–XD52 ...... NMFS’ Marine Mammal Laboratory, 7600 Sand 
Point Way NE, Seattle WA (Responsible Party: 
John Bengtson).

80 FR 7419; February 10, 
2015.

December 31, 2019. 

22281 ........... 0648–PR–A002 Kristen Hart, Ph.D., U.S. Geological Survey, Wet-
land and Aquatic Research Center, Davie Field 
Office, 3321 College Ave., Davie, FL 33314.

84 FR 29503; June 24, 
2019.

January 13, 2020. 
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