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opportunities caused by the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill in the Florida
Restoration Area. In the Final Phase V.3
RP/SEA, the Florida TIG selected one
alternative for funding, the Navarre
Beach Marine Park Addition, which
involves the acquisition of an
approximately 4.75-acre coastal
inholding parcel in Santa Rosa County
within the existing Navarre Beach
Marine Park property. The Florida
Coastal Access Project was allocated
approximately $45.4 million in early
restoration funds, and the cost of the
Navarre Beach Marine Park Addition is
approximately $2 million from
remaining funds not utilized in the first
and second phases of the project. Details
on the third phase of the project are
provided in the Final Phase V.3 RP/
SEA. Additional restoration planning
for the Florida Restoration Area will
continue.

Administrative Record

The documents comprising the
Administrative Record for the Final
Phase V.3 RP/SEA can be viewed
electronically at http://www.doi.gov/
deepwaterhorizon/administrativerecord.

Authority

The authority for this action is the Oil
Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et
seq.) and its implementing Natural
Resource Damage Assessment
regulations found at 15 CFR part 990
and the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

Mary Josie Blanchard,

Director of Gulf of Mexico Restoration,
Department of Interior.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the Oil
Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA), the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), the Deepwater Horizon Oil
Spill Final Programmatic Damage
Assessment and Restoration Plan and
Final Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement (Final PDARP/PEIS),
Record of Decision, and Consent Decree,
the Federal and State natural resource

trustee agencies for the Mississippi
Trustee Implementation Group
(Mississippi TIG) have prepared a
Mississippi Trustee Implementation
Group 2019 Final Supplemental
Restoration Plan: Grand Bay Land
Acquisition and Habitat Management
(SRP) and Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI). The SRP approves an
additional $10,000,000 in funds for
additional land acquisition and habitat
management within the Grand Bay Land
Acquisition and Habitat Management
project (Grand Bay Project) area. The
Mississippi TIG originally evaluated
and selected the Grand Bay Project as
part of the Mississippi Trustee
Implementation Group 2016-2017
Restoration Plan/Environmental
Assessment (2016—2017 RP/EA).
Additional land acquisition and habitat
management for the Grand Bay Project
will continue the process of conserving
and restoring wetlands, coastal, and
nearshore habitats injured as a result of
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. The
purpose of this notice is to inform the
public of the availability of the final
SRP and FONSL
ADDRESSES: Obtaining Documents: You
may download the SRP and FONSI from
either of the following websites:
e http://
www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov
e https://www.doi.gov/
deepwaterhorizon/adminrecord
Alternatively, you may request a CD
of the SRP and FONSI (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nanciann Regalado, via email at
nanciann regalado@fws.gov, via
telephone at 678—-296—6805, or via the
Federal Relay Service at 800—877—-8339.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Introduction

Notice of availability of the draft SRP
was published in the Federal Register
on July 2, 2019 (84 FR 31618). The MS
TIG provided the public 30 days to
review and comment on the draft SRP.
Comments submitted during that time
were reviewed and addressed by the MS
TIG before finalizing the SRP. Details
are provided in the final SRP.
Additional restoration planning for the
Mississippi Restoration Area will
continue.

Background

On April 20, 2010, the mobile
offshore drilling unit Deepwater
Horizon, which was being used to drill
a well for BP Exploration and
Production, Inc. (BP), in the Macondo
prospect (Mississippi Canyon 252—
MC252), experienced a significant

explosion, fire, and subsequent sinking
in the Gulf of Mexico, resulting in an
unprecedented volume of oil and other
discharges from the rig and from the
wellhead on the seabed. The Deepwater
Horizon oil spill is the largest offshore
oil spill in U.S. history, discharging
millions of barrels of oil over a period
of 87 days. In addition, well over 1
million gallons of dispersants were
applied to the waters of the spill area in
an attempt to disperse the spilled oil.
An undetermined amount of natural gas
was also released into the environment
as a result of the spill.

The Trustees conducted the natural
resource damage assessment (NRDA) for
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill under
the Oil Pollution Act 1990 (OPA; 33
U.S.C. 2701 et seq.). Pursuant to OPA,
Federal and State agencies act as
trustees on behalf of the public to assess
natural resource injuries and losses and
to determine the actions required to
compensate the public for those injuries
and losses. The OPA further instructs
the designated trustees to develop and
implement a plan for the restoration,
rehabilitation, replacement, or
acquisition of the equivalent of the
injured natural resources under their
trusteeship, including the loss of use
and services from those resources from
the time of injury until the time of
restoration to baseline (the resource
quality and conditions that would exist
if the spill had not occurred) is
complete.

The Deepwater Horizon Trustees are:

¢ U.S. Department of the Interior
(DOI), as represented by the National
Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and Bureau of Land
Management;

e National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), on behalf of
the U.S. Department of Commerce;

e U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA);

e U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA);

e State of Louisiana Coastal
Protection and Restoration Authority,
0il Spill Coordinator’s Office,
Department of Environmental Quality,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
and Department of Natural Resources;

e State of Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ);

e State of Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources and
Geological Survey of Alabama;

e State of Florida Department of
Environmental Protection and Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission; and

o State of Texas: Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, Texas General
Land Office, and Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality.
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On April 4, 2016, the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of
Louisiana entered a Consent Decree
resolving civil claims by the DWH oil
spill trustees against BP Exploration and
Production Inc. (BP) arising from the
DWH oil spill: United States v. BPXP et
al., Civ. No. 10-4536, centralized in
MDL 2179, In re: Oil Spill by the Oil Rig
“Deepwater Horizon” in the Gulf of
Mexico, on April 20, 2010 (E.D. La.)
(http://www.justice.gov/enrd/deepwater-
horizon). Pursuant to that Consent
Decree, restoration projects in
Mississippi are now selected and
implemented by the Mississippi TIG.
The Mississippi TIG is composed of one
State and four Federal Trustees: MDEQ,
DOI, NOAA, USDA, and EPA.

Overview of the Mississippi TIG SRP

In the final SRP and FONSI, the MS
TIG selected an additional $10 million
in funding to support further acquisition
and/or habitat management and project
success monitoring within the project
area of the Grand Bay Project originally
selected in the 2016—-2017 RP/EA. In
that document, the MS TIG evaluated
and selected several restoration projects
from a reasonable range of alternatives.
Projects selected for implementation
included the Grand Bay Project. As
described in Section 3.4 of the 2016—
2017 RP/EA, the Mississippi TIG
allocated $6 million to initiate the
acquisition and to commence
management in nearshore coastal and
wetland habitats within the Grand Bay
Project area, which includes the
acquisition boundaries of the Grand Bay
National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge), the
Grand Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve (NERR), and the Grand Bay
Savanna Coastal Preserve (Preserve).
The final 2016-2017 RP/EA can be
found at https://
www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/
2017/07/mississippi-trustee-
implementation-group-releases-first-
restoration-plan.

In accordance with NEPA, as part of
the final SRP, the Trustees issued a
FONSI. The FONSI is available in
Appendix A of the final SRP.

Administrative Record

The documents comprising the
Administrative Record for the SRP can
be viewed electronically at https://
www.doi.gov/deepwaterhorizon/
adminrecord.

Authority

The authority for this action is the Oil
Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et
seq.) and its implementing Natural
Resource Damage Assessment
regulations found at 15 CFR part 990

and the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

Mary Josie Blanchard,

Director of Gulf of Mexico Restoration,
Department of Interior.

[FR Doc. 2019-21802 Filed 10—4—19; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended, and the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976, as
amended, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) announces the
availability of the Record of Decision
(ROD) for the Central Coast Field Office
Approved Resource Management Plan
(RMP) Amendment. This plan
amendment identifies the Federal
mineral estate, located primarily in
Fresno, Monterey and San Benito
counties, California, that is available for
oil and gas leasing and development. It
also identifies leasing stipulations to
protect resources.

DATES: The BLM California Acting State
Director signed the ROD on October 4,
2019, which constitutes the final
decision of the agency and makes the
approved RMP amendment effective
immediately. Signing of the ROD also
authorizes the issuance, with controlled
surface use stipulations, of
implementation-level decisions
regarding 14 previously litigated oil and
gas leases in Monterey and San Benito
counties. Signing of the ROD initiates a
30-day appeal period for these leasing
decisions to the Interior Board of Land
Appeals.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the ROD and
approved RMP amendment are available
upon request from the Bureau of Land
Management Central Coast Field Office,
940 2nd Ave., Marina, CA 93933 or via
the internet at https://go.usa.gov/xyFh5.
Copies of the ROD and approved RMP
amendment are available for public
inspection at the BLM Central Coast
Field Office, and at the BLM California

State Office, 2800 Cottage Way, Suite
W1623, Sacramento, CA 95825.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sky
Murphy, BLM Planning and
Environmental Coordinator, telephone:
(831) 582—2200; address: Bureau of
Land Management Central Coast Field
Office, 940 2nd Ave., Marina, CA 93933;
or email: bIm_ca _ogeis@blm.gov.
Persons who use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD) may call the
Federal Relay Service (FRS) at (800)
877-8339 to contact Sky Murphy during
normal business hours. FRS is available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave
a message or question. You will receive
a reply during normal business hours.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
BLM'’s decision makes approximately
680,000 acres of Federal mineral estate
available for leasing with controlled
surface use stipulations and another
roughly 42,000 acres available for
leasing with no surface occupancy
requirements. An additional 67,500
acres of Federal mineral estate are
closed to leasing and development in
designated wilderness areas, wilderness
study areas, and national monuments.
The BLM plan also supports recovery of
threatened and endangered plants and
animals in the Ciervo Panoche Natural
Area by protecting core populations
from surface disturbance. This decision
does not authorize any actual drilling
for exploration or development of oil
and gas resources. The BLM predicts a
range from zero to 37 new oil and gas
wells could be developed on Federal
mineral estate during the next 20 years
as a result of this plan amendment. Any
future proposals for leasing or
development would go through
additional environmental reviews based
on site-specific project information and
other requirements for consultation,
coordination and public involvement.
The ROD also authorizes issuance of
implementation-level decisions for 14
previously litigated oil and gas leases.

The Notice of Availability for the
proposed RMP amendment and Final
EIS was published on May 10, 2019,
initiating a 30-day public protest period
(84 FR 20657). The Final EIS analyzed
the environmental impacts of six
alternative amendments to the RMP
including the No Action Alternative.
The BLM received 436 protests, 24 of
which were from parties with standing.
Of the 24 protests with standing, seven
were denied as the issues are already
addressed in the document and 17 were
dismissed as they did not raise
protestable issues. The remaining 412
protests were dismissed due to lack of
standing.
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