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water pumps (CWPs): (1) When the 
station is generating electricity; and (2) 
for incidental maintenance or testing 
(generally once per month) (referred to 
collectively as ‘‘Essential Station 
Operations’’); or as required by a 
governmental agency or other entity 
with jurisdiction to require operations. 
Depending on station generation and 
ambient water temperatures, Exelon will 
also limit operations to one CWP per 
unit when possible. In addition, Exelon 
will rely on the river water pumps 
(RWPs) to provide cooling water for 
other critical station operations outside 
of Essential Station Operations. These 
measures will avoid and minimize the 
incidental take of sturgeon due to 
entrainment or impingement by 
eliminating or reducing water 
withdrawals at times when such 
withdrawals are not specifically 
required for Essential Station 
Operations or for governmental agency- 
mandated use. Additionally, Exelon will 
make all reasonable efforts to schedule 
fuel oil deliveries outside March 15– 
July 15. 

Eddystone considered and rejected six 
alternatives: (1) Closed-Cycle Cooling; 
(2) Fine-Mesh Modified Ristroph 
Traveling Screens; (3) Cylindrical 
Wedgewire Screens; (4) Variable Speed 
Pumps; (5) Modified Ristroph Traveling 
Screens with a Fish Handling and 
Return System; and (6) Rail or Tanker 
Truck Delivery of Fuel Oil. The 
alternatives considered were 
determined to either be unfeasible, or to 
have no significant impact, or would 
result in an increase in adverse effects 
compared to the activity as proposed. 

Eddystone is an existing facility and 
there are no construction activities 
planned, nor additional funding. 
Continued monitoring related to the 
take of shortnose and Atlantic sturgeon 
will be ongoing and funding will be 
provided through the facility’s annual 
operating budget. 

National Environmental Policy Act 

Issuing an ESA section 10(a)(1)(B) 
permit constitutes a Federal action 
requiring NMFS to comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) as 
implemented by 40 CFR parts 1500– 
1508 and NOAA Administrative Order 
216–6, Environmental Review 
Procedures for Implementing the 
National Policy Act (1999). NMFS 
intends to prepare an Environmental 
Assessment to consider a range of 
reasonable alternatives and fully 
evaluate the direct, indirect, and 
cumulative impacts likely to result from 
issuing a permit. 

Next Steps 

This notice is provided pursuant to 
section 10(c) of the ESA. NMFS will 
evaluate the application, associated 
documents, and comments received 
during the comment period to 
determine whether the application 
meets the requirements of section 10(a) 
of the ESA. If NMFS determines that the 
requirements are met, a permit will be 
issued for incidental takes of ESA-listed 
sturgeon. The final NEPA and permit 
determinations will not be made until 
after the end of the comment period. 
NMFS will publish a record of its final 
action in the Federal Register. 

Dated: July 11, 2019. 
Angela Somma, 
Chief, Endangered Species Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2019–15053 Filed 7–15–19; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) River 
Herring and Shad (RH/S) Committee 
will hold a meeting. 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, July 30, 2019, beginning at 
1:30 p.m. and concluding by 4:30 p.m. 
For agenda details, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held 
via webinar with a telephone-only audio 
connection: http://
mafmc.adobeconnect.com/rhs-com- 
2019/. Telephone instructions are 
provided upon connecting, or the public 
can call direct: (800) 832–0736, Rm: 
*7833942#. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N State 
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; 
telephone: (302) 674–2331 or on their 
website at www.mafmc.org. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, telephone: (302) 
526–5255. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purposes of the meeting are to review 
the 2019 RH/S Progress Update, review 
recent related staff and Monitoring 
Committee work, review Advisory Panel 
input, and consider making 
recommendations to the Council 
regarding possible modifications to the 
2020 RH/S Cap for the Atlantic 
mackerel fishery. 

Special Accommodations 

The meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aid should be directed to M. 
Jan Saunders, (302) 526–5251, at least 5 
days prior to any meeting date. 

Dated: July 11, 2019. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2019–15075 Filed 7–15–19; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

[Docket No.: PTO–P–2019–0025] 

Office Patent Trial Practice Guide, July 
2019 Update 

AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (‘‘Office’’) issued a 
further update to the Office Patent Trial 
Practice Guide (‘‘TPG’’) in July 2019 to 
provide updated guidance to the public 
on standard practices before the Patent 
Trial and Appeal Board (‘‘Board’’) in the 
post-grant trial procedures implemented 
following the Leahy-Smith America 
Invents Act (‘‘AIA’’). The Office 
published the TPG to provide 
practitioners with guidance on typical 
procedures and times for taking action 
in AIA trials, as well as to ensure 
consistency of procedure among panels 
of the Board. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael Tierney and William Fink, Vice 
Chief Administrative Patent Judges, by 
telephone at (571) 272–9797. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office 
issued a further update to the TPG in 
July 2019, to update the guidance set 
forth in the TPG by incorporating the 
Board’s current practices and 
precedential decisions, and to provide 
further explanation of certain aspects of 
the Board’s practices to the public. The 
Office previously issued an update to 
the TPG in August 2018. The TPG is 
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divided into sections, each directed to a 
particular stage of a typical AIA trial 
proceeding or a specific issue 
commonly encountered during such 
proceedings. Thus, the TPG contains 
informative material and outlines the 
current procedures that panels of the 
Board typically follow in appropriate 
cases in the normal course of an AIA 
trial proceeding. In order to expedite 
these updates and provide guidance to 
the public as quickly as possible, the 
Office has chosen to issue updates to the 
TPG on a section-by-section, rolling 
basis, rather than a single, omnibus 
update addressing all aspects of the 
current TPG. The Office anticipates 
releasing further revisions of the TPG on 
a periodic basis, to take into account 
feedback received from stakeholders, 
changes in controlling precedent or 
applicable regulations, or the further 
refinement of the Board’s practices over 
time. 

The July 2019 update revises Sections 
I.A.2. (Prohibition on Ex Parte 
Communications), I.E.4. (Protective 
Orders), I.F.2. (Additional Discovery), 
I.F.5. (Live Testimony), II.B.6. (Claim 
Construction), II.C. (Patent Owner 
Preliminary Response), II.D.2. 
(Considerations in Instituting a Review), 
II.D.3. (Content of Decision on Whether 
to Institute), II.G. (Motions to Amend), 
II.H. (Opposition to a Motion to 
Amend), II.I. (Reply to Patent Owner 
Response and Reply to Petitioner 
Opposition to a Motion to Amend), II.J. 
(Other Motions), II.O. (Final Decision), 
II.P. (Rehearing Requests), and 
Appendix B (Protective Order 
Guidelines). 

The July 2019 update of the TPG, 
containing only the revised sections, 
may be viewed or downloaded from the 
USPTO website at https://
www.uspto.gov/TrialPracticeGuide3. 
The TPG update from August 2018 is 
available at https://go.usa.gov/xU7GP 
and the full version of the August 2012 
TPG continues to be available for 
reference on the USPTO website at 
https://go.usa.gov/xU7GK. 

Dated: July 10, 2019. 

Andrei Iancu, 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. 
[FR Doc. 2019–15083 Filed 7–15–19; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

Board of Visitors, National Defense 
University; Notice of Federal Advisory 
Committee Meeting 

AGENCY: Office of the Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Department of Defense. 
ACTION: Notice of Federal Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Defense 
(DoD) is publishing this notice to 
announce that the following Federal 
Advisory Committee meeting of the 
Board of Visitors, National Defense 
University will take place. 
DATES: Monday, August 5, 2019 from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: Marshall Hall, Building 62, 
the National Defense University, 300 5th 
Avenue SW, Fort McNair, Washington, 
DC 20319–5066. Visitors should report 
to the Front Security Desk in the lobby 
of Marshall Hall and from there, they 
will be directed to the meeting room. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Brian R. Shaw, (202) 685–4685 (Voice), 
(202) 685–3920 (Facsimile), 
brian.r.shaw8.civ@mail.mil; 
brian.r.shaw.civ@ndu.edu; 
joycelyn.a.stevens.civ@mail.mil; 
stevensj7@ndu.edu (Email). Mailing 
address is National Defense University, 
Fort McNair, Washington, DC 20319– 
5066. Website: http://www.ndu.edu/ 
About/Board-of-Visitors/. The most up- 
to-date changes to the meeting agenda 
can be found on the website. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
meeting is being held under the 
provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 (5 
U.S.C., Appendix, as amended), the 
Government in the Sunshine Act of 
1976 (5 U.S.C. 552b, as amended), and 
41 CFR 102–3.140 and 102–3.150. 
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b and 41 CFR 
102–3.140 through 102–3.165, and the 
availability of space, this meeting is 
open to the public. 

Purpose of the Meeting: The purpose 
of the meeting is to discuss NDU 
leadership roles and responsibilities. 
NDU’s leadership structure must evolve 
to support the latest guidance in the 
National Security Strategy, National 
Defense Strategy, and National Military 
Strategy. NDU’s current leadership 
structure is based on historical 
evolution rather than purposeful design. 
The proposed meeting would be for 
Board of Visitors discussion of the roles 
and responsibilities of NDU’s 
Commandants and Chancellors in the 
leadership of NDU’s colleges and 
delivery of academic programs. 

Agenda: Monday, August 5, 2019 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Welcome 
and Administrative Notes; NDU 
Leadership Roles and Responsibilities; 
Public Comment; Wrap-up and Closing 
Remarks. 

Meeting Accessibility: Limited space 
made available for observers will be 
allocated on a first come, first served 
basis. Meeting location is handicap 
accessible. The Main Gate/Visitor’s Gate 
on 2nd Street SW is open 24/7. All non- 
DoD/non-federally affiliated visitors 
MUST use this gate to access Fort 
McNair. 

ID Requirements: A federal or state 
government-issued photo ID with 
biographic information such as name, 
date of birth and address is required. 
Security badges are not acceptable. All 
credentials are subject to screening and 
vetting by Installation Access Control 
personnel. 

Vehicle Search: Non-DoD/non- 
federally affiliated visitors’ vehicles are 
subject to search. 

Written Statements: Pursuant to 41 
CFR 102–3.105(j) and 102–3.140, and 
section 10(a)(3) of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act of 1972, written 
statements to the committee may be 
submitted to the committee at any time 
or in response to a stated planned 
meeting agenda by FAX or email to Ms. 
Joycelyn Stevens at (202) 685–0079, Fax 
(202) 685–3920 or StevensJ7@ndu.edu. 

Dated: July 10, 2019. 
Aaron T. Siegel, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
[FR Doc. 2019–15017 Filed 7–15–19; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 5001–06–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

Defense Health Board; Notice of 
Federal Advisory Committee Meeting 

AGENCY: Under Secretary of Defense for 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of 
Defense. 
ACTION: Notice of Federal Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Defense 
(DoD) is publishing this notice to 
announce that the following Federal 
Advisory Committee meeting of the 
Defense Health Board will take place. 
DATES: Open to the public Tuesday, 
August 6, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. 
ADDRESSES: The address of the open 
meeting is Defense Health Headquarters 
(DHHQ), 7700 Arlington Blvd., Pavilion 
Salons B and C, Falls Church, VA 
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