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subheadings and CAS registry number are
provided for convenience and customs
purposes, the written description of the
scope of these investigations is dispositive.
[FR Doc. 2019-05004 Filed 3—15-19; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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Administration

RIN 0648-XG514

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species;
Atlantic Shark Management Measures;
2019 Research Fishery

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: On November 1, 2018, NMFS
published a notice inviting qualified
commercial shark permit holders to
submit applications to participate in the
2019 shark research fishery. The shark
research fishery allows for the collection
of fishery-dependent data for future
stock assessments and cooperative
research with commercial fishermen to
meet the shark research objectives of the
Agency. Every year, the permit terms
and permitted activities (e.g., number of
hooks and retention limits) specifically
authorized for selected participants in
the shark research fishery are designated
depending on the scientific and research
needs of the Agency, as well as the
number of NMFS-approved observers
available. In order to inform selected
participants of this year’s specific
permit requirements and ensure all
terms and conditions of the permit are
met, NMFS is holding a mandatory
meeting (via conference call) for
selected participants. The date and time
of that meeting is announced in this
notice.

DATES: A conference call will be held on
March 25, 2019.

ADDRESSES: A conference call will be
conducted. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION for information on how to
access the conference call.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lauren Latchford at (301) 427-8503, or
Delisse Ortiz at (240) 681-9037.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Atlantic shark fisheries are managed
under the authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens
Act). The 2006 Consolidated Highly
Migratory species (HMS) Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) is

implemented by regulations at 50 CFR
part 635.

The final rule for Amendment 2 to the
2006 Consolidated HMS FMP (73 FR
35778, June 24, 2008, corrected at 73 FR
40658, July 15, 2008) established,
among other things, a shark research
fishery to maintain time-series data for
stock assessments and to meet NMFS’
research objectives. The shark research
fishery gathers important scientific data
and allows selected commercial
fishermen the opportunity to earn more
revenue from selling the sharks caught,
including sandbar sharks. Only the
commercial shark fishermen selected to
participate in the shark research fishery
are authorized to land/harvest sandbar
sharks subject to the sandbar quota
available each year. The 2019 sandbar
shark quota is 90.7 mt dw per year. The
selected shark research fishery
participants also have access to the
research large coastal shark, small
coastal shark, and pelagic shark quotas
subject to retention limits and quotas
per §§635.24 and 635.27, respectively.

On November 1, 2018 (83 FR 54917),
NMFS published a notice inviting
qualified commercial shark directed and
incidental permit holders to submit an
application to participate in the 2019
shark research fishery. NMFS received
11 applications and selected five
participants. In order to inform selected
participants of this year’s specific
permit requirements and to ensure all
terms and conditions of the permit are
met, per the requirements of § 635.32
(f)(4), NMFS is holding a mandatory
permit holder meeting via conference
call.

Conference Call Date, Time, and Dial-
In Number

The conference call will be held on
March 25, 2019, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
(EDT). Participants and interested
parties should call 1-888-603—-8940 and
use the passcode 3680172. This call is
mandatory for selected participants.
Selected participants who do not attend
will not be allowed to participate in the
shark research fishery. While the
conference call is mandatory for
selected participants, other interested
parties may call in and listen to the
discussion. Selected participants are
encouraged to invite their captain, crew,
or anyone else who may assist them in
meeting the terms and conditions of the
shark research fishery permit.

Dated: March 13, 2019.
Karen H. Abrams,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-04995 Filed 3-15-19; 8:45 am]
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Administration
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Benjamin Hubert, Ph.D., New York
Genome Center, 101 Avenue of the
Americas, New York City, NY 10013,
has applied in due form for a permit to
import specimens from southern
hemisphere humpback whales
(Megaptera novaeangliae).

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email
comments must be received on or before
April 17, 2019.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the “Features” box on
the Applications and Permits for
Protected Species (APPS) home page,
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then
selecting File No. 22387 from the list of
available applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the Permits and Conservation
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 427-8401; fax (301) 713-0376.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division, at
the address listed above. Comments may
also be submitted by facsimile to (301)
713-0376, or by email to
NMFS.PriComments@noaa.gov. Please
include the File No. 22387 in the subject
line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits and Conservation
Division at the address listed above. The
request should set forth the specific
reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Skidmore or Carrie Hubard,
(301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216).
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The applicant proposes to import
biological samples from up to 10
humpback whales (east Australia
migrating stock) annually. These
samples will be used in genetic
analyses. The requested duration of the
permit is five years.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: March 13, 2019.
Julia Marie Harrison,

Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-04962 Filed 3—15-19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

BUREAU OF CONSUMER FINANCIAL
PROTECTION

Supervisory Highlights, Issue 18
(Winter 2019)

AGENCY: Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection.

ACTION: Supervisory highlights.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection (CFPB or Bureau) is
issuing its eighteenth edition of its
Supervisory Highlights. In this issue of
Supervisory Highlights, we report
examination findings in the areas of
automobile loan servicing, deposits,
mortgage servicing, and remittances that
were generally completed between June
2018 and November 2018. The report
does not impose any new or different
legal requirements, and all violations
described in the report are based only
on those specific facts and
circumstances noted during those
examinations. As in past editions, this
report includes information about recent
public enforcement actions that were a
result, at least in part, of our supervisory
work.

DATES: The Bureau released this edition
of the Supervisory Highlights on its
website on March 1, 2019.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Vanessa Careiro, Counsel, at (202) 435—
9394. If you require this document in an
alternative electronic format, please
contact CFPB_Accessibility@cfpb.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Introduction

The Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau (CFPB or Bureau) is committed
to a consumer financial marketplace
that is free, innovative, competitive, and
transparent, where the rights of all
parties are protected by the rule of law,
and where consumers are free to choose
the products and services that best fit
their individual needs. To effectively
accomplish this, the Bureau remains
committed to sharing with the public
key findings from its supervisory work
to help industry limit risks to
consumers and comply with Federal
consumer financial law.

The findings included in this report
cover examinations in the areas of
automobile loan servicing, deposits,
mortgage servicing, and remittances that
were generally completed between June
and November 2018 (unless otherwise
stated).

It is important to keep in mind that
institutions are subject only to the
requirements of relevant laws and
regulations. The information contained
in Supervisory Highlights is
disseminated to help institutions better
understand how the Bureau examines
institutions for compliance with those
requirements. This document does not
impose any new or different legal
requirements. In addition, the legal
violations described in this and
previous issues of Supervisory
Highlights are based on the particular
facts and circumstances reviewed by the
Bureau as part of its examinations. A
conclusion that a legal violation exists
on the facts and circumstances
described here may not lead to such a
finding under different facts and
circumstances.

We invite readers with questions or
comments about the findings and legal
analysis reported in Supervisory
Highlights to contact us at CFPB_
Supervision@cfpb.gov.

2. Supervisory Observations

Recent supervisory observations are
reported in the areas of automobile loan
servicing, deposits, mortgage servicing,
and remittances.

2.1 Automobile Loan Servicing

The Bureau continues to examine
auto loan servicing activities, primarily
to assess whether servicers have
engaged in unfair, deceptive, or abusive
acts or practices (UDAAPs) prohibited
by the Consumer Financial Protection
Act of 2010 (CFPA). Recent auto loan
servicing examinations identified unfair
acts or practices related to collecting
incorrectly calculated deficiency

balances. Recent examinations have also
identified deceptive acts or practices
related to representations on deficiency
balance notices.

2.1.1 Unfair and Deceptive Practices
Regarding Rebates for Certain Ancillary
Products

Examiners reviewed the servicing
operations of one or more captive auto
finance companies. A captive auto
finance company is a finance company
that is owned by an auto manufacturer
that finances retail purchases of autos
from that manufacturer. Borrowers
financing a car sometimes purchased
ancillary products such as an extended
warranty and financed the products
through the same loan. If the borrower
later experiences a total loss or
repossession, the servicer or borrower
may cancel such ancillary products in
order to obtain pro-rated rebates of the
premium amounts for the unused
portion of the products. In these
situations, the rebate is payable first to
the servicer to cover any deficiency
balance and then to the borrower.
Generally, the servicer contractually
reserves the right to request the rebate
without the borrower’s participation,
although it does not obligate itself to do
so. The borrower also retains a right to
request the rebate.

In the extended warranty products
reviewed during the examination(s), the
amount of potential rebates for the
products depended on the number of
miles driven. Examiners observed
instances where one or more servicers
used the wrong mileage amounts to
calculate the rebate for extended-
warranty cancellations. For some
borrowers who financed used vehicles,
the servicers applied the total number of
miles the car had been driven to
calculate rebates. However, the
servicer(s) should have applied the net
number of miles driven since the
borrower purchased the automobile.
The miscalculation reduced the rebate
available to certain borrowers and led to
deficiency balances that were higher by
hundreds of dollars. The servicer(s) then
attempted to collect the deficiency
balances.

One or more examinations found that
servicer attempts to collect
miscalculated deficiency balances were
unfair. Collecting inaccurately inflated
deficiency balances caused or was likely
to cause substantial injury to
consumers. And these borrowers could
not reasonably have avoided collection
attempts on inaccurate balances because
they were uninvolved in the servicer’s
calculation process. The injury of this
activity is not outweighed by the
countervailing benefits to consumers or
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