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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[Doc. No. AMS-LPS-18-0005]

Soybean Promotion, Research, and
Information Program: Opportunity To
Request a Referendum

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing
Service (AMS) announces that soybean
producers may request a referendum to
determine if producers want the
Secretary to conduct a referendum on
the Soybean Promotion and Research
Order (Order), as authorized under the
Soybean Promotion, Research, and
Consumer Information Act (Act).
Participation in the Request for
Referendum is voluntary. Producers
should participate only if they wish to
request a referendum on the program.

If at least 10 percent (not in excess of
one-fifth of which may be producers in
any one State) of the 515,008 eligible
producers, as determined by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA),
participate in the Request for
Referendum, a referendum will be held
within 1 year from that determination.
If results of the Request for Referendum
indicate that a referendum is not
supported, a referendum would not be
conducted. The results of the Request
for Referendum will be published in a
Notice in the Federal Register.

DATES: Soybean producers may request
a referendum during a 4-week period
beginning on May 6, 2019, and ending
May 31, 2019.

To be eligible to participate in the
Request for Referendum, producers
must certify that they or the producer
entity they are authorized to represent
paid an assessment at any time between

January 1, 2017, and December 31, 2018.

Form LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion
and Research Order Request for

Referendum, may be obtained by mail,
fax, or in person from the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) county offices from May
6, 2019, to May 31, 2019. Form LS-51—
1 may also be obtained via the internet
at https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-
regulations/research-promotion/
soybean during the same time period.
Completed forms and supporting
documentation must be returned to the
appropriate county FSA office by fax or
in person no later than close of business
May 31, 2019, or if returned by mail,
must be postmarked by midnight May
31, 2019, and received in the county
FSA office by close of business on June
6, 2019.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kenneth R. Payne, Director, Research
and Promotion Division, Livestock and
Poultry Program, AMS, USDA, Room
2610-S, STOP 0251, 1400 Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250—
0251; telephone (202) 720-1118; fax
(202) 720-1125; or email to
Kenneth.Payne@usda.gov; or Rick
Pinkston, Field Operations Staff, FSA,
USDA, at telephone (202) 720-1857; fax
(202) 720-1096; or email at
Rick.Pinkston@wdc.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the Act (7 U.S.C. 6301—
6311), this Notice announces the dates
when the Request for Referendum will
be conducted and the place where
soybean producers may request a
referendum on the Order. The Act
provides that the Secretary, 5 years after
the conduct of the initial referendum
and every 5 years thereafter, shall give
soybean producers an opportunity to
request a referendum on the Order. The
initial referendum was held in February
1994, and the results were announced
on April 1, 1994. During the initial
referendum, 85,606 valid ballots were
cast, with 46,060 (53.8 percent) in favor
of continuing the Order and 39,546
votes (46.2 percent) against continuing
the Order. The Act required approval by
a simple majority for the Order to
continue.

The most recent opportunity for
producers to request a referendum on
the Order was in May 2014. During that
period, 324 producers completed valid
requests—short of the 56,999 required to
trigger a referendum. On July 10, 2014,
USDA announced the results of the
Request for Referendum and that the
requisite number of producers had not

requested that a referendum be
conducted.
Eligibility

To be eligible to participate, soybean
producers must certify that they or the
entity they are authorized to represent
paid an assessment under the Soybean
Checkoff Program at sometime between
January 1, 2017, and December 31, 2018.
They must complete and submit Form
LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion and
Research Order Request for Referendum,
in person, by mail, or by fax between
May 6, 2019, and May 31, 2019.
Individual producers and other
producer entities would request a
referendum at the county FSA office
where FSA maintains and processes the
producer’s, corporation’s, or other
entity’s administrative farm records. For
the producer, corporation, or other
entity not participating in FSA
programs, the opportunity to request a
referendum would be provided at the
county FSA office serving the county
where the producer, corporation, or
other entity owns or rents land. Form
LS-51-1 may also be obtained via the
internet at https://www.ams.usda.gov/
rules-regulations/research-promotion/
soybean. If obtained by the internet,
Form LS-51-1 must be completed and
returned by mail, fax, or in person with
the supporting documentation to the
county FSA office where FSA maintains
and process the producer’s,
corporation’s, or other entity’s
administrative farm records.

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 [44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.], the information collection
requirements made in connection with
the Request for Referendum have been
approved by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) and assigned OMB
control number 0581-0093.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 6301-6311.
Dated: March 12, 2019.
Bruce Summers,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 2019-04925 Filed 3—15-19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
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collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104—-13. Comments are
requested regarding (1) whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (3) ways to enhance
the quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by April 17, 2019
will be considered. Written comments
should be addressed to: Desk Officer for
Agriculture, Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), OIRA _
Submission@omb.eop.gov or fax (202)
395-5806 and to Departmental
Clearance Office, USDA, OCIO, Mail
Stop 7602, Washington, DC 20250—
7602. Copies of the submission(s) may
be obtained by calling (202) 720-8958.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Food and Nutrition Service

Title: Child Nutrition Program
Operations Study II (CN-OPS II): Year 4.

OMB Control Number: 0584—0607.

Summary of Collection: The objective
of the Child Nutrition Program
Operations Study II (CN-OPS-II): Year
4 is to collect timely data on policies,
administrative, and operational issues
on the Child Nutrition Programs. The
study will help FNS obtain general
descriptive data on the child nutrition
programs’ characteristics needed to help
FNS respond to questions concerning
those programs; obtain data related to
program administration for designing
and revising program regulations,
managing resources, and reporting
requirements; and obtain data related to
program operations to help FNS develop
and provide training and technical
assistance to the State Agencies and

School Food Authorities (SFAs)
responsible for administering these
programs. The Year 4 data collection
will provide up-to-date information
about Child Nutrition Program
operations. This study is also necessary
to implement Section 28(a)(1) of the
Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act which directs FNS to carry
out annual national performance
assessments of the National School
Lunch and the School Breakfast
Programs.

Need and Use of the Information:
This study will survey State Child
Nutrition and School Food Authority
directors. FNS will use the data
collected from the Year 4 study to
describe and assess program operations,
provide input for legislation and
regulations on the Child Nutrition
programs, and to develop pertinent
technical assistance and training for
program staff at the State and SFA
levels. This data will also allow FNS to
understand how recent and proposed
legislation, regulations, policies, and
initiatives change Child Nutrition
program operations. The data collected
from these studies will allow FNS to
obtain a full national picture of program
operations.

Description of Respondents: State,
Local, or Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents: 2,248.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Annually.

Total Burden Hours: 4,073.

Kimble Brown,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2019-04935 Filed 3-15-19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

March 12, 2019.

The Department of Agriculture will
submit the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104—13 on or after the date
of publication of this notice. Comments
are requested regarding: (1) Whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (3) ways to enhance
the quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)

ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology
should be addressed to: Desk Officer for
Agriculture, Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), New
Executive Office Building, Washington,
DC; New Executive Office Building, 725
17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
Commenters are encouraged to submit
their comments to OMB via email to:
OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov or fax
(202) 395-5806 and to Departmental
Clearance Office, USDA, OCIO, Mail
Stop 7602, Washington, DC 20250—
7602.

Comments regarding these
information collections are best assured
of having their full effect if received by
April 17, 2019. Copies of the
submission(s) may be obtained by
calling (202) 720-8681.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Agricultural Marketing Service

Title: Livestock Mandatory Reporting
Act of 1999.

OMB Control Number: 0581-0186.

Summary of Collection: The Livestock
Mandatory Reporting (LMR) Act of 1999
(Pub. L. 106-78; 7 U.S.C. 1635—1636h)
mandates the reporting of information
on prices and quantities of livestock and
livestock products. The 1999 Act was
established to provide timely, accurate,
and reliable market information on the
marketing of cattle, swine, lambs, and
related products. Under this program,
certain livestock packers, livestock
product processors and importers
meeting certain criteria, including size
as measured by annual slaughter are
required to report market information to
the Agricultural Marketing Service
(AMS). On September 30, 2015, the
Agriculture Reauthorizations Act of
2015 (2015 Reauthorization Act)
reauthorized LMR for an additional five
years, until September 30, 2020. The
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of AMS.
USDA'’s market news provides all
market participants, including
producers, with the information
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