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demographics, including the locations,
technologies, and devices that people
use to go online, their online activities,
and the reasons why some Americans
still do not utilize these technologies.
Whereas Form 477 focuses on
broadband availability and subscription
data gathered from service providers,
NTIA’s CPS Supplements provide
detailed information on adoption and
usage of the internet, as reported by
households across the country. The
NTIA surveys, together with the FCC’s
Form 477 and three household
broadband adoption questions on the
American Community Survey, comprise
a valuable, holistic set of federal data
sources related to broadband.
NTIA issues this RFC to solicit
informed recommendations and
feedback on sources of broadband
availability data, mechanisms to
validate broadband availability data
using multiple data sources or new
techniques, and approaches to leverage
such data and techniques to inform
broadband planning at the state and
national levels by promoting the most
efficient use of state or federal funding
to areas that are insufficiently served by
broadband.
Request for Comments: NTIA invites
comment on the full range of issues that
may be presented by this inquiry,
including issues that are not specifically
raised in the questions below.
Commenters are encouraged to address
any or all of the questions below.
Comments that contain references to
studies, research, and other empirical
data that are not widely published
should include copies of the referenced
materials with the submitted comments.
1. Identifying additional broadband
availability data:
a. What additional data on broadband
availability are available from federal,
state, not-for-profit, academic, or
private-sector sources to augment the
FCC Form 477 data set?
b. What obstacles—such as concerns
about the quality, scope, or format of the
data, as well as contractual,
confidentiality, or data privacy
concerns—might prevent the
collaborative use of such data?
2. Technology type, service areas, and
bandwidth: Please consider providing a
table or spreadsheet attachment when
responding to question 2, if needed.
a. For each broadband availability
data source, please define the specific
broadband technologies (e.g., wireline,
cable, fixed wireless, satellite, multiple
sources, etc.) included in the data set.
Please explain the service areas or
geographic scope of the data set (e.g.,
Census block, county, cable franchises,
publicly funded service areas, etc.) and
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describe how records from the data set
could be matched with records from
Form 477 data.
b. Describe how frequently the data
set is updated and the methodology
used for collection and what measures
are employed to validate or otherwise
ensure the data is accurate. Please
explain whether the data set
differentiates between subscribed
bandwidth and maximum available
speeds.
c. For each data set, please provide
the name(s) and type(s) of entity that
collects the data.
d. Finally, please specify the format of
the data (e.g., CSV, specific database,
specific Geographic Information System
(GIS) format, etc.)
3. New approaches: Are there new
approaches, tools, technologies, or
methodologies that could be used to
capture broadband availability data,
particularly in rural areas?
4. Validating broadband availability
data:
a. What methodologies, policies,
standards, or technologies can be
implemented to validate and compare
various broadband availability data
sources and identify and address
conflicts between them?
b. Do examples or studies of such
validation exist?
c. What thresholds or benchmarks
should be taken into account when
validating broadband availability, such
as bandwidth, latency, geographic
coverage, technology type, etc.? How
can conformance to such standards be
used to evaluate the accuracy of
broadband data sets? How could those
standards be used to improve
policymaking, program management, or
research in broadband-related fields?
5. Identifying gaps in broadband
availability:
a. What data improvements can the
government implement to better identify
areas with insufficient broadband
capacity?
b. What other inputs should NTIA
seek to inform data-driven broadband
policy- and decision-making?
Instructions for Commenters:
Comments submitted by email should
be machine-readable and should not be
copy-protected. Comments submitted by
mail may be in hard copy (paper) or
electronic (on CD–ROM or disk).
Responders should include the name of
the person or organization filing the
comment, as well as a page number on
each page of their submissions. All
comments received are a part of the
public record and will generally be
posted on the NTIA website, https://
www.ntia.doc.gov, without change. All
personal identifying information (for
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example, name, address) voluntarily
submitted by the commenter may be
publicly accessible. Do not submit
confidential business information or
otherwise sensitive or protected
information. NTIA will accept
anonymous comments.
Dated: May 23, 2018.
David J. Redl,
Assistant Secretary for Communications and
Information.
[FR Doc. 2018–11483 Filed 5–29–18; 8:45 am]
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The Department of Defense
has submitted to OMB for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act.
DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by June 29, 2018.
ADDRESSES: Comments and
recommendations on the proposed
information collection should be
emailed to Ms. Jasmeet Seehra, DoD
Desk Officer, at oira_submission@
omb.eop.gov. Please identify the
proposed information collection by DoD
Desk Officer, Docket ID number, and
title of the information collection.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Fred
Licari, 571–372–0493, or whs.mcalex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-informationcollections@mail.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Evaluation of Health Status of
an Infantry Battalion Following
Deployment in Support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom in 2004–2005; OMB
Control Number 0702–XXXX.
Type of Request: New.
Number of Respondents: 3,500.
Responses per Respondent: 1.
Annual Responses: 3,500.
Average Burden per Response: 1
Hour.
Annual Burden Hours: 3,500.
Needs and Uses: The information
collection requirement is necessary to
assess and evaluate the self-reported
post-deployment health status of
selected soldiers who operated in the
vicinity of Mosul, Iraq in 2004 (e.g.,
SUMMARY:
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1–24 Infantry Battalion). The data
collected from the survey will be used
to compare the health of current and
former U.S. Army personnel after their
initial deployment in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) to that of
a subset of Millennium Cohort Study
participants. This evaluation is being
conducted at the request of the Army
Chief of Staff.
Affected Public: Individuals or
Households.
Frequency: On occasion.
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.
OMB Desk Officer: Ms. Jasmeet
Seehra.
You may also submit comments and
recommendations, identified by Docket
ID number and title, by the following
method:
• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, Docket
ID number, and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any
personal identifiers or contact
information.
DoD Clearance Officer: Mr. Frederick
Licari.
Requests for copies of the information
collection proposal should be sent to
Mr. Licari at whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dddod-information-collections@mail.mil.
Dated: May 24, 2018.
Shelly E. Finke,
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.
[FR Doc. 2018–11565 Filed 5–29–18; 8:45 am]
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Consideration will be given to all
comments received by June 29, 2018.
ADDRESSES: Comments and
recommendations on the proposed
information collection should be
emailed to Ms. Jasmeet Seehra, DoD
Desk Officer, at oira_submission@
omb.eop.gov. Please identify the
proposed information collection by DoD
Desk Officer, Docket ID number, and
title of the information collection.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Fred
Licari, 571–372–0493, or whs.mcalex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-informationcollections@mail.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Certification of Qualified
Products; DD Form 1718; OMB Control
Number 0704–0487.
Type of Request: Extension.
Number of Respondents: 1,276.
Responses per Respondent: 1.
Annual Responses: 1,276.
Average Burden per Response: 30
minutes.
Annual Burden Hours: 638 hours.
Needs and Uses: The information
collection requirement is necessary to
obtain, certify, and record qualification
of products or processes falling under
the DoD Qualification Program. This
form is included as an exhibit in an
appeal or hearing case file as evidence
of the reviewers’ products or process
qualifications in advance of, and
independent of, acquisition.
Affected Public: Business or other forprofit.
Frequency: Biennially.
Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain benefits.
OMB Desk Officer: Ms. Jasmeet
Seehra.
You may also submit comments and
recommendations, identified by Docket
ID number and title, by the following
method:
• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, Docket
ID number, and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any
personal identifiers or contact
information.
DoD Clearance Officer: Mr. Frederick
Licari.
Requests for copies of the information
collection proposal should be sent to
Mr. Licari at whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dddod-information-collections@mail.mil.
DATES:
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Dated: May 24, 2018.
Shelly E. Finke,
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.
[FR Doc. 2018–11555 Filed 5–29–18; 8:45 am]
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The Department of Defense
has submitted to OMB for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act.
DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by June 29, 2018.
ADDRESSES: Comments and
recommendations on the proposed
information collection should be
emailed to Ms. Cortney Higgins, DoD
Desk Officer, at oira_submission@
omb.eop.gov. Please identify the
proposed information collection by DoD
Desk Officer, Docket ID number, and
title of the information collection.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Fred
Licari, 571–372–0493, or whs.mcalex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-informationcollections@mail.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Screening and Monitoring of
DoD Personnel Deployed to Ebola
Outbreak Areas; DD Form 2990 and DD
Form 2991; OMB Control Number 0720–
0056.
Type of Request: Extension.
Number of Respondents: 1,200.
Responses per Respondent: 2.
Annual Responses: 2,400.
Average Burden per Response: 12
minutes.
Annual Burden Hours: 480.
Needs and Uses: The information
collection requirement is necessary to
ensure DoD personnel deployed in
support of Operation UNITED
ASSISTANCE are promptly evaluated
for possible exposure(s) to the Ebola
virus during deployment to, and within
12 hours prior to departing from, an
Ebola outbreak country or region. Ebola
is a Quarantinable Communicable
Disease as named in Executive Order
13295 and supported by several DoD
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