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to the population size of the affected 
species or stocks. 

Unmitigable Adverse Impact Analysis 
and Determination 

There are no relevant subsistence uses 
of the affected marine mammal stocks or 
species implicated by this action. 
Therefore, NMFS has determined that 
the total taking of affected species or 
stocks would not have an unmitigable 
adverse impact on the availability of 
such species or stocks for taking for 
subsistence purposes. 

Endangered Species Act 
Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered 

Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) requires that each Federal agency 
insure that any action it authorizes, 
funds, or carries out is not likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of 
any endangered or threatened species or 
result in the destruction or adverse 
modification of designated critical 
habitat. To ensure ESA compliance for 
the issuance of IHAs, NMFS consults 
internally, in this case with the NMFS 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries 
Office (GARFO), whenever we authorize 
take for endangered or threatened 
species. 

The NMFS Office of Protected 
Resources is authorizing the incidental 
take of three species of marine mammals 
which are listed under the ESA: The 
North Atlantic right, fin, and sperm 
whale. BOEM consulted with NMFS 
GARFO under section 7 of the ESA on 
commercial wind lease issuance and 
site assessment activities on the Atlantic 
Outer Continental Shelf in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York 
and New Jersey Wind Energy Areas. 
NMFS GARFO issued a Biological 
Opinion concluding that these activities 
may adversely affect but are not likely 
to jeopardize the continued existence of 
the North Atlantic right, fin, and sperm 
whale. The Biological Opinion can be 
found online at: 
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/ 
marine-mammal-protection/incidental- 
take-authorizations-other-energy- 
activities-renewable. Upon request from 
the NMFS Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS GARFO has issued an amended 
incidental take statement associated 
with this Biological Opinion to include 
the takes of the ESA-listed marine 
mammal species authorized through 
this IHA. 

National Environmental Policy Act 
To comply with the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 
216–6A, NMFS must review our 

proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an 
incidental harassment authorization) 
with respect to potential impacts on the 
human environment. 

Accordingly, NMFS prepared an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and 
analyzed the potential impacts to 
marine mammals that would result from 
the project. A Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) was signed on April 25, 
2018. A copy of the EA and FONSI is 
available on the internet at: 
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/ 
marine-mammal-protection/incidental- 
take-authorizations-other-energy- 
activities-renewable. 

Authorization 
NMFS has issued an IHA to Statoil for 

conducting marine site characterization 
surveys offshore of New York and along 
potential submarine cable routes for a 
period of one year, provided the 
previously mentioned mitigation, 
monitoring, and reporting requirements 
are incorporated. 

Dated: April 30, 2018. 
Donna S. Wieting, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2018–09367 Filed 5–2–18; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its 
Scallop Advisory Panel to consider 
actions affecting New England fisheries 
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 at 9 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Hotel Providence, 139 Mathewson 
Street, Providence, RI 02903 Phone: 
(401) 861–8000. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 

New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 
The Scallop Advisory Panel will 

provide research recommendations for 
the 2018/2019 Scallop Research Set- 
Aside (RSA) federal funding 
announcement. They also plan to 
review progress on 2018 work priorities, 
focusing on (1) standard default 
measures; (2) monitoring and catch 
accounting. Progress on other work 
items may be discussed, as well as the 
initiation of appropriate vehicles 
(Specifications package, Framework, 
Amendment) to complete work items. 
The panel will also receive an update on 
Scallop Committee tasking re: Achieved 
at-sea monitoring coverage levels. Other 
business may be discussed as necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during these meetings. Action 
will be restricted to those issues 
specifically listed in this notice and any 
issues arising after publication of this 
notice that require emergency action 
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act, provided the public has 
been notified of the Council’s intent to 
take final action to address the 
emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
This meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at 
(978) 465–0492, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. Consistent with 16 
U.S.C. 1852, a copy of the recording is 
available upon request. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: April 27, 2018. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2018–09343 Filed 5–2–18; 8:45 am] 
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Submission for OMB Review; 
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The Department of Commerce will 
submit to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
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www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-other-energy-activities-renewable.
https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/amp/amwg/mtgs/18may22/index.html.
https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/amp/amwg/mtgs/18may22/index.html.
https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/amp/amwg/mtgs/18may22/index.html.
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