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The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Microbiology,
Infectious Diseases and AIDS Initial Review
Group Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome Research Review Committee.

Date: April 12-13, 2018.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 5601
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Robert C. Unfer, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Scientific Review
Program, Division of Extramural Activities,
Room 3F40A, National Institutes of Health,
NIAID, 5601 Fishers Lane, MSC 9834,
Bethesda, MD 20892-9834, (240) 669-5035,
robert.unfer@nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance

Program Nos. 93.855, Allergy, Immunology,

and Transplantation Research; 93.856,

Microbiology and Infectious Diseases

Research, National Institutes of Health, HHS)
Dated: March 15, 2018.

Natasha M. Copeland,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2018-05653 Filed 3—20-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Library of Medicine; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable materials,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Library of
Medicine Special Emphasis Panel; Scholarly
Work/Publication Grants (G13).

Date: July 13, 2018.

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Library of Medicine/Center
for Scientific Review, 6701 Rockledge Drive,
Room 3181, Bethesda, MD 20892 (Virtual
Meeting).

Contact Person: Zoe E. Huang, MD, Acting
Chief Scientific Review Officer, Scientific
Review Office, Extramural Programs,
National Library of Medicine, NIH, 6705
Rockledge Drive, Suite 301, Bethesda, MD
20892-7968, 301-594—4937, huangz@
mail.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program No. 93.879, Medical Library
Assistance, National Institutes of Health,
HHS)

Dated: March 15, 2018.
Michelle Trout,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2018—-05654 Filed 3—20-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

[Docket No. USCG-2018-0133]

Discontinuance of the Nationwide
Differential Global Positioning System
(NDGPS)

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
announces the discontinuance of its
remaining 38 maritime Differential
Global Positioning System (DGPS) sites.
The USCG will implement the closures
through a phased reduction in service,
which will commence in September of
2018, and conclude by September of
2020. These closures will culminate in
the complete cessation of the
Nationwide Differential Global
Positioning System (NDGPS) service.
This notice provides the general
schedule for the discontinuance of the
remaining maritime DGPS sites. Specific
site broadcast termination dates will be
published via local notices to mariners
(LNMs).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this notice,
contact CAPT Mary Ellen Durley, Coast
Guard, telephone (202) 372—-1605 or
email maryellen.j.durley@uscg.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background and Purpose

The Maritime Differential GPS system
was established in the late 1980s to
augment the existing GPS signal with
accuracy corrections and integrity
monitoring. This augmentation signal
was broadcast over Medium Frequency
from terrestrial broadcast sites. At the
time, the publicly available GPS signal
was intentionally degraded through
Selective Availability (SA), and thus
augmentation was necessary to meet
minimum requirements for maritime
positioning and navigation. Selective
Availability was permanently
discontinued in 2000, and as system
technology has improved, observed
positional accuracy for un-augmented
GPS consistently meets requirements for
harbor/harbor-approach navigation on
modern GPS receivers.

On July 5, 2016, the USCG, the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT),
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) published a notice in the
Federal Register (81 FR 43613), which
announced that the Nationwide
Differential Global Positioning System
(NDGPS) would remain operational
with a total of 46 USCG and USACE
sites available to users in the maritime
and coastal regions. Since 2016, the
USACE has discontinued 7 sites, and
the USCG has discontinued 1 site in
Aransas, TX due to storm damage from
Hurricane Harvey. Currently, there are
only 38 remaining NDGPS sites, all of
which are maritime sites.

Discussion

The USCG has continued assessments
and outreach affirming that the
positional accuracy provided by un-
augmented GPS and GPS augmented by
the U.S. Wide Area Augmentation
System (WAAS) is sufficient to meet its
mission requirements and navigational
safety requirements for harbor
approaches. Because there is no
regulatory requirement for the carriage
of Differential Global Positioning
System (DGPS) equipment, and other
GPS augmentation systems such as
WAAS are already in prevalent use by
marine navigation equipment, the USCG
cannot justify further investment to
upgrade and maintain the NDGPS
system. Additionally, the Coast Guard
no longer has a mission requirement for
DGPS to position Maritime Aids to
Navigation because current Coast Guard
policy allows the placement of aids to
navigation with un-augmented GPS or
GPS augmented by WAAS. Finally,
other government and commercial
augmentation systems (e.g. WAAS) are
readily available to provide GPS
accuracy corrections. For these reasons,
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