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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
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statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Boundary Modification to Colorado
Roadless Area Boundary, Rio Grande
National Forest

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of proposed Colorado
Roadless Area boundary modifications;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service proposes
to modify the Wightman Fork to
Lookout Roadless Area boundary on the
Rio Grande National Forest to include
parcels of non-federal land and remove
federal land for the Summitville
Interchange land exchange. The Chief of
the Forest Service proposes to modify
this boundary after a 90-day public
comment period.

DATES: Comments must be received in
writing by February 28, 2018.

ADDRESSES: Written comments
concerning this notice should be
addressed to Tom Malecek, Rio Grande
National Forest, 1803 West Highway
160, Monte Vista, CO 81144. Comments
may also be sent via email to comments-
rocky-mountain-rio-grande@fs.fed.us or
via facsimile to (719) 852—6250.

All comments, including names and
addresses when provided, are placed in
the record and are available for public
inspection and copying. The public may
inspect comments received at the above
address. Visitors are encouraged to call
ahead to (719) 852-5941 to facilitate
entry to the building.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information, including maps
of the proposed adjustments, contact
Tom Malecek, Deputy Forest
Supervisor, at (719) 852—6225.
Additional information concerning this
boundary modification, including maps,
may be obtained on the Internet at:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/
Pproject=52819.

Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.,
Eastern Standard Time, Monday
through Friday.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Colorado Roadless Rule permits the
Chief of the Forest Service to modify
Colorado Roadless Area boundaries after
a 90-day public comment period.
Pursuant to 36 CFR 294.47(a), the Forest
Service proposes to modify the
Wightman Fork to Lookout Roadless
Area boundary, located in the Rio
Grande National Forest, to allow for the
inclusion of 10 acres of non-federal land
to be acquired by the Forest Service and
remove 16 acres of federal land to be
conveyed to non-federal parties for this
land exchange. With the boundary
modifications, the exchange would
result in a net decrease to Colorado
Roadless Areas of approximately six
acres.

Responsible Official

The Forest Service is analyzing the
impacts of the land exchange and
roadless area boundary modifications.
The Chief of the Forest Service is the
responsible official for the boundary
modification under the Colorado
Roadless Rule. The Forest Supervisor,
Rio Grande National Forest, is the
responsible official for the land
exchange. The Forest Service will
consider public comments on the
proposed boundary modifications in
coordination with the proposed land
exchange.

Dated: November 20, 2017.
Tony Tooke,
Chief.
[FR Doc. 2017-25874 Filed 11-29-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3411-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

Regulations and Procedures Technical
Advisory Committee; Notice of
Partially Closed Meeting

The Regulations and Procedures
Technical Advisory Committee (RPTAC)
will meet December 12, 2017, 9:00 a.m.,
Room 3884, in the Herbert C. Hoover
Building, 14th Street between

Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues
NW., Washington, DC. The Committee
advises the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Export Administration on
implementation of the Export
Administration Regulations (EAR) and
provides for continuing review to
update the EAR as needed.

Agenda

Public Session

1. Opening remarks by the Chairman

2. Opening remarks by the Bureau of
Industry and Security

3. Presentation of papers or comments
by the Public

4. Export Enforcement update

5. Regulations update

6. Working group reports

7. Automated Export System update

Closed Session

8. Discussion of matters determined to
be exempt from the provisions relating
to public meetings found in 5 U.S.C.
app. 2 §§10(a)(1) and 10(a)(3).

The open session will be accessible
via teleconference to 25 participants on
a first come, first serve basis. To join the
conference, submit inquiries to Ms.
Yvette Springer at Yvette.Springer@
bis.doc.gov no later than December 5,
2017.

A limited number of seats will be
available for the public session.
Reservations are not accepted. To the
extent that time permits, members of the
public may present oral statements to
the Committee. The public may submit
written statements at any time before or
after the meeting. However, to facilitate
the distribution of public presentation
materials to the Committee members,
the Committee suggests that presenters
forward the public presentation
materials prior to the meeting to Ms.
Springer via email.

The Assistant Secretary for
Administration, with the concurrence of
the delegate of the General Counsel,
formally determined on February 15,
2017, pursuant to Section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. app. 2 §10(d)), that
the portion of the meeting dealing with
pre-decisional changes to the Commerce
Control List and the U.S. export control
policies shall be exempt from the
provisions relating to public meetings
found in 5 U.S.C. app. 2 § § 10(a)(1) and
10(a)(3). The remaining portions of the
meeting will be open to the public. For
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more information, call Yvette Springer
at (202) 482-2813.

Yvette Springer,

Committee Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-25789 Filed 11-29-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-JT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF611

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Waterfront
Improvement Projects at Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental
harassment authorization; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request
from the U.S. Department of the Navy
(Navy) for authorization to take marine
mammals incidental to continued
construction activities as part of
waterfront improvement projects at
several Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (the
Shipyard) berths in Kittery, Maine.
Pursuant to the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is
requesting comments on its proposal to
issue an incidental harassment
authorization (IHA) to incidentally take
marine mammals during the specified
activities. NMFS will consider public
comments prior to making any final
decision on the issuance of the
requested MMPA authorization and
agency responses will be summarized in
the final notice of our decision.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than January 2,
2018.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to Jolie Harrison, Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service. Physical
comments should be sent to 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910
and electronic comments should be sent
to ITP.pauline@noaa.gov.

Instructions: NMFS is not responsible
for comments sent by any other method,
to any other address or individual, or
received after the end of the comment
period. Comments received
electronically, including all
attachments, must not exceed a 25-
megabyte file size. Attachments to

electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word or Excel or Adobe PDF
file formats only. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted online at
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental/construction.htm without
change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit confidential business
information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rob
Pauline, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, (301) 427-8401. Electronic
copies of the application and supporting
documents, as well as a list of the
references cited in this document, may
be obtained online at:
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental/construction.htm. In case of
problems accessing these documents,
please call the contact listed above.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce (as delegated
to NMFS) to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing)
within a specified geographical region if
certain findings are made and either
regulations are issued or, if the taking is
limited to harassment, a notice of a
proposed authorization is provided to
the public for review.

An authorization for incidental
takings shall be granted if NMFS finds
that the taking will have a negligible
impact on the species or stock(s), will
not have an unmitigable adverse impact
on the availability of the species or
stock(s) for subsistence uses (where
relevant), and if the permissible
methods of taking and requirements
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring
and reporting of such takings are set
forth.

NMEFS has defined “negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as impact
resulting from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect
the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

The MMPA states that the term ““take”
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill
any marine mammal.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: Any act of

pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i)
has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO)
216-6A, NMFS must review our
proposed action with respect to
environmental consequences on the
human environment.

Accordingly, NMFS has preliminarily
determined that the issuance of the
proposed IHA qualifies to be
categorically excluded from further
NEPA review. This action is consistent
with categories of activities identified in
CE B4 of the Companion Manual for
NOAA Administrative Order 216—6A,
which do not individually or
cumulatively have the potential for
significant impacts on the quality of the
human environment and for which we
have not identified any extraordinary
circumstances that would preclude this
categorical exclusion. We will review all
comments submitted in response to this
notice prior to concluding our NEPA
process or making a final decision on
the IHA request.

Summary of Request

On July 14, 2017, NMFS received a
request from the Navy for an IHA to take
marine mammals incidental to impact
driving, vibratory pile driving, vibratory
pile extraction, and drilling associated
with an ongoing waterfront
improvement project at the Shipyard.
The application was considered
adequate and complete on August 25,
2017. The Navy’s request is for take of
harbor porpoise (Phocoena phocoena),
gray seal (Halichoerus grypus), harbor
seal (Phoca vitulina), and harp seal
(Pagophilus groenlandicus) by Level A
and Level B harassment (authorization
of Level A harassment is not proposed
for the harp seal). Neither the Navy nor
NMF'S expects serious injury or
mortality to result from this activity
and, therefore, an IHA is appropriate.

This proposed IHA would cover the
second year of a five-year project for
which the Navy obtained a single prior
THA. The Navy intends to request take
authorization for subsequent facets of
the project. NMFS previously issued the
first IHA to the Navy for this project
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