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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains regulatory documents having general
applicability and legal effect, most of which
are keyed to and codified in the Code of
Federal Regulations, which is published under
50 titles pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 1510.

The Code of Federal Regulations is sold by
the Superintendent of Documents.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Part 1271
[Docket No. FDA-2014-D-1584]

Same Surgical Procedure Exception:
Questions and Answers Regarding the
Scope of the Exception; Guidance for
Industry; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notification of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the availability of a
document entitled “Same Surgical
Procedure Exception under 21 CFR
1271.15(b): Questions and Answers
Regarding the Scope of the Exception.”
The guidance document provides tissue
establishments and health care
professionals with FDA’s current
thinking on the scope of an exception
set forth in the human cells, tissues, and
cellular and tissue-based products
(HCT/Ps) regulations.

DATES: The announcement of the
guidance is published in the Federal
Register on November 17, 2017.
ADDRESSES: You may submit either
electronic or written comments on
Agency guidances at any time as
follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a

third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.
¢ If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see “Written/Paper
Submissions” and “Instructions”’).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

o For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2014-D—-1584 for ‘‘Same Surgical
Procedure Exception under 21 CFR
1271.15(b): Questions and Answers
Regarding the Scope of the Exception.”
Received comments will be placed in
the docket and, except for those
submitted as “Confidential
Submissions,” publicly viewable at
https://www.regulations.gov or at the
Dockets Management Staff between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

e Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information

redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the guidance to the Office of
Communication, Outreach and
Development, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research (CBER), Food
and Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 3128,
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002. Send
one self-addressed adhesive label to
assist the office in processing your
requests. The guidance may also be
obtained by mail by calling CBER at 1-
800-835—4709 or 240-402—-8010. See
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
for electronic access to the guidance
document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lori
J. Churchyard, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 7301,
Silver Spring, MD 20993—-0002, 240—
402-7911.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

FDA is announcing the availability of
a document entitled “Same Surgical


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf
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https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
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Procedure Exception under 21 CFR
1271.15(b): Questions and Answers
Regarding the Scope of the Exception.”
The guidance provides tissue
establishments and health care
professionals with FDA’s current
thinking on the scope of the exception
set forth in part 1271 (21 CFR part
1271), specifically the exception set
forth in §1271.15(b) (21 CFR
1271.15(b)). This guidance does not
address the other exceptions in
§1271.15. The guidance, presented in
question and answer format, provides
FDA'’s current interpretation of this
regulation and includes examples based
on inquiries received by the Agency
since the final rule entitled “Human
Cells, Tissues, and Cellular and Tissue-
Based Products; Establishment
Registration and Listing” published in
the Federal Register of January 19, 2001
(66 FR 5447).

In the Federal Register of October 23,
2014 (79 FR 63348), FDA announced the
availability of the draft guidance of the
same title. Additionally, in the Federal
Register of December 24, 2014 (79 FR
77414), FDA announced the availability
of the draft guidance entitled “Human
Cells, Tissues, and Cellular and Tissue-
Based Products (HCT/Ps) from Adipose
Tissue: Regulatory Considerations; Draft
Guidance for Industry” dated December
2014 (Adipose Draft Guidance).

In the Federal Register of October 30,
2015, FDA reopened the comment
period for three HCT/P-related draft
guidances (80 FR 66847, 66849, and
66844, respectively) and announced the
availability of another HCT/P-related
draft guidance (80 FR 66850).
Comments on the four HCT/P-related
guidances were requested by April 29,
2016. Lastly, in the Federal Register of
October 30, 2015 (80 FR 66845), FDA
announced a 1-day part 15 (21 CFR part
15) public hearing to obtain input on the
four HCT/P-related guidances to be held
on April 13, 2016.

Due to considerable interest in the
public hearing and to give stakeholders
additional time to provide comments to
the Agency, on February 29, 2016, FDA
announced that the hearing was
postponed. In the Federal Register of
April 22,2016 (81 FR 23661 and 81 FR
23664, respectively), FDA announced
the rescheduled part 15 hearing date of
September 12 and 13, 2016, and an
extension of the comment period from
April 29, 2016, until September 27,
2016, on the four HCT/P-related
guidances. Also in the Federal Register
of April 22, 2016 (81 FR 23708), FDA
announced a public workshop to be
held on September 8, 2016, on the
“Scientific Evidence in Development of

HCT/Ps Subject to Premarket
Approval.”

FDA received numerous comments on
the draft guidance and the Adipose
Draft Guidance in response to the
request for comments, and those
comments were considered in
developing the final guidance. The
guidance announced in this notification
finalizes the draft guidance of the same
title dated October 2014. This guidance
also finalizes certain material related to
adipose tissue that was included in the
Adipose Draft Guidance.

The material in this guidance related
to adipose tissue, together with the
material in the final guidance entitled
“Regulatory Considerations for Human
Cell, Tissues, and Cellular and Tissue-
Based Products: Minimal Manipulation
and Homologous Use; Guidance for
Industry and Food and Drug
Administration Staff”” dated November
2017 (Minimal Manipulation and
Homologous Use Guidance) related to
adipose tissue, supersedes the Adipose
Draft Guidance. Accordingly, FDA does
not intend to finalize the Adipose Draft
Guidance, which is now withdrawn.

Elsewhere in this issue of the Federal
Register, FDA is announcing the
availability of the Minimal
Manipulation and Homologous Use
Guidance.

This guidance is being issued
consistent with FDA’s good guidance
practices regulation (21 CFR 10.115).
The guidance represents the current
thinking of FDA on ““Same Surgical
Procedure Exception under 21 CFR
1271.15(b): Questions and Answers
Regarding the Scope of the Exception.”
It does not establish any rights for any
person and is not binding on FDA or the
public. You can use an alternative
approach if it satisfies the requirements
of the applicable statutes and
regulations. This guidance is not subject
to Executive Order 12866.

II. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

The guidance refers to previously
approved collections of information
found in FDA regulations. These
collections of information are subject to
review by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520). The collections of information in
part 1271 have been approved under
OMB control number 0910-0543.

I1I. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the guidance at either
https://www.fda.gov/
BiologicsBloodVaccines/
GuidanceCompliance
Regulatorylnformation/Guidances/

default.htm or https://
www.regulations.gov.

Dated: November 13, 2017.
Anna K. Abram,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Planning,
Legislation, and Analysis.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24839 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Part 1271
[Docket No. FDA-2017-D-6146]

Regulatory Considerations for Human
Cells, Tissues, and Cellular and
Tissue-Based Products: Minimal
Manipulation and Homologous Use;
Guidance for Industry and Food and
Drug Administration Staff; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.
ACTION: Notification of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the availability of a
document entitled “Regulatory
Considerations for Human Cells,
Tissues, and Cellular and Tissue-Based
Products: Minimal Manipulation and
Homologous Use; Guidance for Industry
and Food and Drug Administration
Staff.” The guidance provides human
cells, tissues, and cellular and tissue-
based product (HCT/P) manufacturers,
healthcare providers, and FDA staff,
with FDA’s current thinking on the
regulatory criteria of minimal
manipulation and homologous use. The
guidance is intended to improve
stakeholders’ understanding of the
definitions of minimal manipulation
and homologous use and how the
regulatory criteria apply to their HCT/
Ps. It also informs manufacturers,
healthcare providers, and other
interested persons that the Agency
generally intends to exercise
enforcement discretion over the next 36
months under limited conditions, with
respect to the investigational new drug
(IND) application and premarket
approval (biologics license application
(BLA)) requirements, for certain HCT/
Ps.

DATES: The announcement of the
guidance is published in the Federal
Register on November 17, 2017.
ADDRESSES: You may submit either
electronic or written comments on
Agency guidances at any time as
follows:


https://www.fda.gov/BiologicsBloodVaccines/GuidanceComplianceRegulatoryInformation/Guidances/default.htm
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Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.

¢ If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions’ and ‘“‘Instructions’).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

¢ For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2017-D—-6146 for “Regulatory
Considerations for Human Cells,
Tissues, and Cellular and Tissue-Based
Products: Minimal Manipulation and
Homologous Use; Guidance for Industry
and Food and Drug Administration
Staff.” Received comments will be
placed in the docket and, except for
those submitted as “Confidential
Submissions,” publicly viewable at
https://www.regulations.gov or at the
Dockets Management Staff between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper

submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the guidance to the Office of
Communication, Outreach and
Development, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research (CBER), Food
and Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 3128,
Silver Spring, MD 20993—-0002; or to the
Office of the Center Director, Guidance
and Policy Development, Center for
Devices and Radiological Health
(CDRH), Food and Drug Administration,
10903 New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 66,
Rm. 5431, Silver Spring, MD 20993—
0002; or you may send an email request
to the Office of Combination Products
(OCP) at combination@fda.gov. If you
are submitting a written request, send
one self-addressed adhesive label to
assist that office in processing your
request. The guidance may also be
obtained by mail by calling CBER at 1—
800-835-4709 or 240-402—-8010. See
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section

for electronic access to the guidance
document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lori
J. Churchyard, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 7301,
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002, 240—
402-7911; or Angela Krueger, Office of
Device Evaluation, Center for Devices
and Radiological Health, Food and Drug
Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Bldg. 66, Rm. 1676, Silver Spring,
MD 20993-0002, 301-796—-6380; or
Leigh Hayes, Office of Combination
Products, Office of the Commissioner,
Food and Drug Administration, 10903
New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 32, Rm.
5129, Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002,
301-796-8938.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

FDA is announcing the availability of
a document entitled “Regulatory
Considerations for Human Cells,
Tissues, Cellular and Tissue-Based
Products: Minimal Manipulation and
Homologous Use; Guidance for Industry
and Food and Drug Administration
Staff.” The guidance provides HCT/P
manufacturers, healthcare providers,
and FDA staff, with our current thinking
on the criteria under part 1271 (21 CFR
part 1271), specifically the
§1271.10(a)(1) (21 CFR 1271.10(a)(1))
criterion of minimal manipulation and
the §1271.10(a)(2) criterion of
homologous use. The interpretation of
the minimal manipulation and
homologous use criteria and definitions
of related key terms have been of
considerable interest to industry
stakeholders since the criteria and
definitions were first proposed. The
guidance document is intended to
improve stakeholders’ understanding of
the definitions of minimal manipulation
in §1271.3(f) and homologous use in
§1271.3(c). It will also facilitate
stakeholders’ understanding of how the
regulatory criteria in § 1271.10(a)(1) and
(2) apply to their HCT/Ps. The guidance
document explains the regulatory scope
of the regulations, as well as the
Agency’s compliance policy regarding
certain regulatory requirements relating
to HCT/Ps. In addition, the guidance
document informs manufacturers,
health care providers, and other
interested persons that over the next 36
months, we intend to exercise
enforcement discretion under limited

1“Establishment Registration and Listing for
Manufacturers of Human Cellular and Tissue-Based
Products” 63 FR 26744 at 26748—49 (May 14, 1998)
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1998-05-14/pdf/
98-12751.pdf.
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conditions with respect to the IND
application or premarket approval
(BLA) requirements, for certain HCT/Ps.

In the Federal Register of December
23,2014 (79 FR 77012), FDA announced
the availability of the draft guidance
entitled “Minimal Manipulation of
Human Cells, Tissues, and Cellular and
Tissue-Based Products; Draft Guidance
for Industry and Food and Drug
Administration Staff” dated December
2014 (Minimal Manipulation Draft
Guidance), and in the Federal Register
of December 24, 2014 (79 FR 77414),
FDA announced the availability of draft
guidance entitled “Human Cells,
Tissues, and Cellular and Tissue-Based
Products (HCT/Ps) from Adipose Tissue:
Regulatory Considerations; Draft
Guidance for Industry”’ dated December
2014 (Adipose Draft Guidance).
Additionally, in the Federal Register of
October 30, 2015 (80 FR 66850), FDA
announced the availability of the draft
guidance entitled “Homologous Use of
Human Cells, Tissues, and Cellular and
Tissue-Based Products; Draft Guidance
for Industry and FDA Staff” dated
October 2015 (Homologous Use Draft
Guidance).

Also in the Federal Register of
October 30, 2015, FDA reopened the
comment period on the Minimal
Manipulation Draft Guidance (80 FR
66844), Adipose Draft Guidance (80 FR
66849), and a third HCT/P-related
guidance addressing the same surgical
procedure exception in § 1271.15(b) (80
FR 66847) (Same Surgical Procedure
Exception Draft Guidance). Comments
on these three HCT/P-related guidances,
as well as the Homologous Use Draft
Guidance, were requested by April 29,
2016. Lastly, the Federal Register of
October 30, 2015 (80 FR 66845), FDA
announced a 1-day part 15 (21 CFR part
15) public hearing to obtain input on the
four HCT/P-related guidances to be held
on April 13, 2016.

Due to considerable interest in the
public hearing and to give stakeholders
additional time to provide comments to
the Agency, on February 29, 2016, FDA
announced that the hearing was
postponed. In the Federal Register of
April 22,2016 (81 FR 23661 and 81 FR
23664, respectively), FDA announced
the rescheduled part 15 hearing date of
September 12 and 13, 2016, and an
extension of the comment period from
April 29, 2016, until September 27,
2016, on the four HCT/P-related
guidances. Also in the Federal Register
of April 22, 2016 (81 FR 23708), FDA
announced a public workshop on the
“Scientific Evidence in Development of
HCT/Ps Subject to Premarket
Approval.”

FDA received numerous comments on
the Minimal Manipulation Draft
Guidance, Homologous Use Draft
Guidance, and the Adipose Draft
Guidance in response to the request for
comments, and those comments were
considered in developing the final
guidance in this notification.

The guidance document announced
in this notification finalizes the Minimal
Manipulation Draft Guidance and the
Homologous Use Draft Guidance. The
guidance document also finalizes
certain material related to adipose tissue
that was included in the Adipose Draft
Guidance. The material in this guidance
document related to adipose tissue,
together with the material related to
adipose tissue included in the guidance
finalizing the Same Surgical Procedure
Exception Draft Guidance, the
availability of which is announced
elsewhere in this issue of the Federal
Register, supersedes the Adipose Draft
Guidance. Accordingly, FDA does not
intend to finalize the Adipose Tissue
Guidance, which is now withdrawn.
Finally, this guidance supersedes the
guidance entitled “Minimal
Manipulation of Structural Tissue
(Jurisdictional Update) Guidance for
Industry and FDA Staff” dated
September 2006.

FDA is also announcing via this
Federal Register notification that, with
the publication of this guidance
document, it will cease posting the
Tissue Reference Group (TRG) annual
reports on FDA’s Web site. The TRG
was created as specified in the
“Proposed Approach to the Regulation
of Cellular and Tissue-Based Products”
dated February 28, 1997 (March 4, 1997;
62 FR 9721). The purpose of the TRG is
to provide a single reference point for
product specific questions received by
FDA (either through the Centers, or from
the Office of Combination Products)
concerning jurisdiction and applicable
regulation of HCT/Ps.

In 1998, the TRG began publishing its
recommendations in an annual report
that was posted on FDA’s Web site.
Originally intended to assist industry in
understanding the scientific rationale
for the TRG recommendations, the
recommendations are stated in general
terms in order to protect proprietary
information. As a result, FDA has
received feedback from stakeholders
that the annual reports do not provide
helpful information. Therefore, we are
announcing that although the TRG will
continue to provide recommendations,
the TRG annual reports will no longer
be posted on FDA’s Web site. We note
that this final guidance is intended to
help clarify the minimal manipulation
and homologous use criteria in

§1271.10(a)(1) and (2), and thus
addresses many of the questions that
had been posed to the TRG.

This guidance is being issued
consistent with FDA’s good guidance
practices regulation (21 CFR 10.115).
The guidance represents the current
thinking of FDA on “Regulatory
Considerations for Human Cells,
Tissues, and Cellular and Tissue-Based
Products: Minimal Manipulation and
Homologous Use.” It does not establish
any rights for any person and is not
binding on FDA or the public. You can
use an alternative approach if it satisfies
the requirements of the applicable
statutes and regulations. This guidance
is not subject to Executive Order 12866.

II. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

The guidance refers to previously
approved collections of information
found in FDA regulations. These
collections of information are subject to
review by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520). The collections of information in
part 1271 have been approved under
OMB control number 0910-0543.

II1. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the guidance at either
https://www.fda.gov/BiologicsBlood
Vaccines/GuidanceCompliance
Regulatorylnformation/Guidances/
default.htm; or https://www.fda.gov/
MedicalDevices/DeviceRegulation
andGuidance/GuidanceDocuments/
default.htm; or https://www.fda.gov/
CombinationProducts/
GuidanceRegulatoryInformation/
default.htm; or https://
www.regulations.gov.

Dated: November 13, 2017.
Anna K. Abram,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Planning,
Legislation, and Analysis.

[FR Doc. 2017-24838 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement

30 CFR Part 943

[SATS No. TX-067-FOR; Docket ID: OSM-
2016-0001; S1D1S SS08011000 SX064A000
189S180110; S2D2S SS08011000
SX064A000 18XS501520]

Texas Regulatory Program

AGENCY: Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement, Interior.
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ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We, the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
(OSMRE), are approving an amendment
to the Texas regulatory program (Texas
program) under the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977
(SMCRA or the Act). Texas proposed
revisions to its regulations regarding
annual permit fees. Texas revised its
program at its own initiative to raise
revenues sufficient to cover its
anticipated share of costs to administer
the coal regulatory program and to
encourage mining companies to more
quickly reclaim lands and request bond
release, thereby fulfilling SMCRA’s
purpose of assuring the reclamation of
mined land as quickly as possible.
DATES: The effective date is December
18, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William L. Joseph, Director, Tulsa Field
Office. Telephone: (918) 581-6430.
Email: bjoseph@osmre.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background on the Texas Program

II. Submission of the Amendment

III. OSMRE’s Findings

IV. Summary and Disposition of Comments
V. OSMRE’s Decision

VI. Procedural Determinations

I. Background on the Texas Program

Section 503(a) of the Act permits a
State to assume primacy for the
regulation of surface coal mining and
reclamation operations on non-Federal
and non-Indian lands within its borders
by demonstrating that its State program
includes, among other things, State laws
and regulations that govern surface coal
mining and reclamation operations in
accordance with the Act and consistent
with the Federal regulations. See 30
U.S.C. 1253(a)(1) and (7). On the basis
of these criteria, the Secretary of the
Interior conditionally approved the
Texas program, effective February 16,
1980. You can find background
information on the Texas program,
including the Secretary’s findings, the
disposition of comments, and the
conditions of approval, in the February
27,1980, Federal Register (45 FR 12998,
13008). You can find later actions on the
Texas program at 30 CFR 943.10,
943.15, and 943.16.

II. Submission of the Amendment

By letter dated November 17, 2015
(Administrative Record No. TX-705),
and on its own initiative, Texas sent us
an amendment to its program under
SMCRA (30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq.). We
announced receipt of the proposed
amendment in the April 08, 2016,
Federal Register (81 FR 20591). In the

same document, we opened the public
comment period and provided an
opportunity for a public hearing or
meeting on the adequacy of the
amendment. We did not hold a public
hearing or meeting because no one
requested one. The public comment
period ended on May 09, 2016. We did
not receive any public comments.

III. OSMRE’s Findings

The following are the findings we
made concerning the amendment under
SMCRA and the Federal regulations at
30 CFR 732.15 and 732.17. We are
approving the amendment as described
below.

16 Texas Administrative Code (TAC)
Section 12.108 Permit Fees

Texas proposed to revise its
regulations at 16 TAC Sections
12.108(b)(1)—(3), adjusting the annual
coal mining permit fees for calendar
years 2015 and 2016. Fees for mining
activities during calendar years 2015
and 2016 were to be paid by coal mine
operations by March 15th of the year
following the calendar year for which
the fees are applicable.

By this amendment, Texas has:

(1) Repealed paragraph (b)(1)
regarding a fee for each acre of land
within the permit area on which coal or
lignite was actually removed during the
calendar year;

(2) Renumbered existing paragraphs
(b)(2) and (3) to read as (b)(1) and (2)
respectively;

(3) Increased the fee in the new
paragraph (b)(1) from $12.00 to $13.05
for each acre of land within a permit
area covered by a reclamation bond on
December 31st of the year; and

(4) Increased the fee in the new
paragraph (b)(2) from $6,540.00 to
$6,600.00 for each permit in effect on
December 31st of the year.

The Federal regulations at 30 CFR
777.17 provide that applications for
surface coal mining permits must be
accompanied by a fee determined by the
regulatory authority. The Federal
regulations also provide that the fees
may be less than, but not more than, the
actual or anticipated cost of reviewing,
administering, and enforcing the permit.

Texas’ amendment describes how its
coal mining regulatory program is
funded. Texas operates on a biennial
budget which appropriates general
revenue funds for permitting and
inspecting coal mining facilities within
the state. This appropriation is
contingent on the Railroad Commission
of Texas (Commission) assessing fees
sufficient to generate revenue to recover
the general revenue appropriation.
When calculating anticipated costs to

the Commission for regulating coal
mining activity, Texas anticipates
OSMRE providing some grant funding
for regulatory program costs based on
Section 705(a) of SMCRA. Texas
estimated that annual fees at the revised
amounts in this amendment would
result in revenue that, when coupled
with permit application fees, was not
expected to provide for more than 50
percent of the anticipated regulatory
program costs during each year of the
biennium. OSMRE agrees that this is a
reasonable expectation in light of recent
reductions in overall funding to states
that have resulted in them receiving less
than fifty percent of their anticipated
regulatory program costs.

Texas adjusts its fees biennially to
recover the amounts expended from
state appropriations in accordance with
a formula and schedule agreed to in
2005 by the coal mining industry and
the Commission. This amendment
represents the sixth adjustment to
surface mining fees based upon that
agreement.

We find that Texas’ fee changes are
consistent with the discretionary
authority provided by the Federal
regulation at 30 CFR 777.17. Therefore,
OSMRE approves Texas’ permit fee
changes, recognizing that Texas has a
process to adjust its fees to cover the
cost of its regulatory program not
covered by the Federal grant.

IV. Summary and Disposition of
Comments

Public Comments

We asked for public comments on the
amendment but did not receive any.

Federal Agency Comments

On February 11, 2016, pursuant to 30
CFR 732.17(h)(11)(i) and Section 503(b)
of SMCRA, we requested comments on
the amendment from various Federal
agencies with an actual or potential
interest in the Texas program
(Administrative Record No. TX-705.01).
We did not receive any comments.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Concurrence and Comment

Under 30 CFR 732.17(h)(11)(ii), we
are required to get written concurrence
from EPA for those provisions of the
program amendment that relate to air or
water quality standards issued under
the authority of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) or the Clean Air Act
(42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.). None of the
revisions that Texas proposed to make
in this amendment pertain to air or
water quality standards. Therefore, we
did not ask EPA to concur on the
amendment. However, on February 11,
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2016, under 30 CFR 732.17(h)(11)(i), we
requested comments from the EPA on
the amendment (Administrative Record
No. TX-705.1). The EPA did not
respond to our request.

State Historical Preservation Officer
(SHPO) and the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation (ACHP)

Under 30 CFR 732.17(h)(4), we are
required to request comments from the
SHPO and ACHP on amendments that
may have an effect on historic
properties. On February 11, 2016, we
requested comments on Texas’
amendment (Administrative Record No.
TX-705.01), but neither the SHPO nor
ACHP responded to our request.

V. OSMRE'’s Decision

Based on the above findings, we
approve the amendment Texas
submitted to the OSMRE on November
17, 2015 (Administrative Record No.
TX-705).

To implement this decision, we are
amending the Federal regulations at 30
CFR part 943 that codify decisions
concerning the Texas program. In
accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act, this rule will take effect
30 days after the date of publication.
Section 503(a) of SMCRA requires that
the State’s program demonstrate that
they have the capability of carrying out
the provisions of the Act and meeting its
purposes. SMCRA requires consistency
of State and Federal standards.

VI. Procedural Determinations

Executive Order 12630—Takings

This rulemaking does not have
takings implications. This
determination is based on the analysis
performed for the counterpart Federal
regulation.

Executive Order 12866—Regulatory
Planning and Review

This rulemaking is exempted from
review by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under Executive Order
12866.

Executive Order 12988—Civil Justice
Reform

The Department of the Interior has
conducted the reviews required by
section 3 of Executive Order 12988 and
has determined that this rulemaking
meets the applicable standards of
subsections (a) and (b) of that section.
However, these standards are not
applicable to the actual language of
State regulatory programs and program
amendments because each program is
drafted and promulgated by a specific
State, not by OSMRE. Under sections
503 and 505 of SMCRA (30 U.S.C. 1253

and 1255) and the Federal regulations at
30 CFR 730.11, 732.15, and
732.17(h)(10), decisions on proposed
State regulatory programs and program
amendments submitted by the States
must be based solely on a determination
of whether the submittal is consistent
with SMCRA and its implementing
Federal regulations and whether the
other requirements of 30 CFR parts 730,
731, and 732 have been met.

Executive Order 13132—Federalism

This rulemaking does not have
Federalism implications. SMCRA
delineates the roles of the Federal and
State governments with regard to the
regulation of surface coal mining and
reclamation operations. One of the
purposes of SMCRA is to “establish a
nationwide program to protect society
and the environment from the adverse
effects of surface coal mining
operations.” Section 503(a)(1) of
SMCRA requires that State laws
regulating surface coal mining and
reclamation operations be “in
accordance with” the requirements of
SMCRA, and section 503(a)(7) requires
that State programs contain rules and
regulations “‘consistent with”
regulations issued by the Secretary
pursuant to SMCRA.

Executive Order 13175—Consultation
and Coordination With Indian Tribal
Governments

In accordance with Executive Order
13175, we have evaluated the potential
effects of this rulemaking on Federally-
recognized Indian tribes and have
determined that the rulemaking does
not have substantial direct effects on
one or more Indian tribes, on the
relationship between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities between the Federal
Government and Indian tribes. The basis
for this determination is that our
decision is on a State regulatory
program and does not involve Federal
regulations involving Indian lands.

Executive Order 13211—Regulations
That Significantly Affect the Supply,
Distribution, or Use of Energy

Executive Order 13211 of May 18,
2001, requires agencies to prepare a
Statement of Energy Effects for a
rulemaking that is (1) considered
significant under Executive Order
12866, and (2) likely to have a
significant adverse effect on the supply,
distribution, or use of energy. Because
this rulemaking is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866 and is not
expected to have a significant adverse
effect on the supply, distribution, or use

of energy, a Statement of Energy Effects
is not required.

National Environmental Policy Act

This rulemaking does not require an
environmental impact statement
because section 702(d) of SMCRA (30
U.S.C. 1292(d)) provides that agency
decisions on proposed State regulatory
program provisions do not constitute
major Federal actions within the
meaning of section 102(2)(C) of the
National Environmental Policy Act (42
U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)).

Paperwork Reduction Act

This rulemaking does not contain
information collection requirements that
require approval by OMB under the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3507 et seq.).

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Department of the Interior
certifies that this rulemaking will not
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.). The State submittal,
which is the subject of this rulemaking,
is based upon counterpart Federal
regulations for which an economic
analysis was prepared and certification
made that such regulations would not
have a significant economic effect upon
a substantial number of small entities.
In making the determination as to
whether this rulemaking would have a
significant economic impact, the
Department relied upon the data and
assumptions for the counterpart Federal
regulations.

Small Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act

This rulemaking is not a major rule
under 5 U.S.C. 804(2), the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement
Fairness Act. This rulemaking: (a) Does
not have an annual effect on the
economy of $100 million; (b) Will not
cause a major increase in costs or prices
for consumers, individual industries,
Federal, State, or local government
agencies, or geographic regions; and (c)
Does not have significant adverse effects
on competition, employment,
investment, productivity, innovation, or
the ability of U.S.-based enterprises to
compete with foreign-based enterprises.
This determination is based upon the
fact that the State submittal, which is
the subject of this rulemaking, is based
upon counterpart Federal regulations for
which an analysis was prepared and a
determination made that the Federal
regulation was not considered a major
rule.
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Unfunded Mandates

This rulemaking will not impose an
unfunded mandate on State, local, or
tribal governments or the private sector
of $100 million or more in any given
year. This determination is based upon
the fact that the State submittal, which
is the subject of this rulemaking, is
based upon counterpart Federal
regulations for which an analysis was
prepared and a determination made that

the Federal regulation did not impose
an unfunded mandate.

List of Subjects in 30 CFR Part 943
Intergovernmental relations, Surface

mining, Underground Mining.
Dated: October 31, 2017.

Alfred L. Clayborne,

Regional Director, Mid-Continent Region.
For the reasons set out in the

preamble, 30 CFR part 943 is amended
as set forth below:

PART 943—TEXAS

m 1. The authority citation for Part 943
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq.
m 2.In § 943.15, the table is amended by

adding a new entry in chronological
order to read as follows:

§943.15 Approval of Texas regulatory
program amendments.

* * * * *

Original amendment submission date

Date of final publication

Citation/description

* *

November 17, 2015

* * *

November 17, 2017

* *

16 TAC 12.108(b)(1)~(3).

[FR Doc. 2017-24620 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

38 CFR Part 21

RIN 2900-AQ11

VA Vocational Rehabilitation and
Employment Nomenclature Change for
Position Title—Revision

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs.
ACTION: Interim final rule.

SUMMARY: The Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the
Federal Register on May 2, 2016, which
amended a number of regulations in the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) to
authorize personnel hired by VA’s
Vocational Rehabilitation and
Employment (VR&E) Service under the
title “Vocational Rehabilitation
Counselor” (VRC) to make the same
determinations with respect to Chapter
31 services and benefits as personnel
who had been hired under the title
“Counseling Psychologist” (CP). The
preamble to that final rule cited
supporting documents inaccurately and
failed to properly explain the
qualifications for and duties of this
VR&E position responsible for making
determinations with respect to Chapter
31 services and benefits. This interim
final rule corrects those inaccuracies,
more clearly explains the basis for the
final rule, and invites public comment
on the changes made to VA’s regulations
in the May 2, 2016, final rule.

DATES: Effective Date: This interim final
rule is effective November 17, 2017. VA
must receive comments on or before
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
through http://www.Regulations.gov; by
mail or hand-delivery to: Director,
Regulations Management (00REG),
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Ave. NW., Room 1063B,
Washington, DC 20420; or by fax to
(202) 273—-9026. (This is not a toll-free
telephone number.) Comments should
indicate that they pertain to “RIN 2900—
AQ11, VA Vocational Rehabilitation
and Employment Nomenclature Change
for Position Title—Revision.” Copies of
comments received will be available for
public inspection in the Office of
Regulation Policy and Management,
Room 1063B, between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday (except holidays). Please call
(202) 461-4902 for an appointment.
(This is not a toll-free telephone
number.) In addition, comments may be
viewed online through the Federal
Docket Management System (FDMS) at
http://www.Regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: C.].
Riley, Senior Policy Analyst, Vocational
Rehabilitation and Employment Service
(28), Veterans Benefits Administration,
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Avenue NW., Washington, DC
20420, Christi.Hellard@va.gov, (202)
461-9600. (This is not a toll-free
telephone number.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In a final
rule published in the Federal Register
on May 2, 2016, at 81 FR 26130, VA
amended a number of regulations in
Part 21, CFR, to add the title “VRC” for
the position responsible for making
certain determinations with respect to
Chapter 31 services and benefits. In the
preamble to the final rule, we stated that
the revisions were non-substantive and
intended to reflect the fact that the CP
and VRC position titles are synonymous
because the positions have the same job
duties and qualifications. We also stated

that the final rule was necessary to
ensure consistency. The preamble
referenced a performance plan that was
purportedly implemented on December
16, 2003, that described how the job
duties of and qualifications for a CP and
VRC were the same. However, the
performance plan was implemented on
July 1, 2004, rather than on December
16, 2003, and does not provide that the
two positions have the same
qualifications. Nonetheless, VRCs are
fully qualified to perform the duties
specified in Chapter 31 regulations.
Therefore, because reversing the
changes published in the Federal
Register on May 2, 2016, would be
harmful to Veterans seeking vocational
rehabilitation services for reasons
discussed below, we are not reversing
those changes at this time. However, VA
is seeking public comment on those
changes, as further explained in this
document. The explanation that follows
corrects the inaccuracies in the
preamble to the final rule and more
clearly explains the basis for the rule.
VA’s VR&E program serves an
important function: To assist Veterans
who have service-connected disabilities
and barriers to employment in obtaining
and maintaining suitable employment
and achieving maximum independence
in daily living. In 1996, VA began to
allow use of Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) classification series
GS-0101, Social Science, to hire
personnel under the title “VRC” to
provide rehabilitation services. Such
services include, but are not limited to,
deciding eligibility and entitlement,
developing rehabilitation plans, and
delivering case management services.
VA’s VR&E program had previously
hired personnel under the title “CP,”
OPM classification series GS-0180,
Psychology, to provide these types of
rehabilitation services. Since 1996, after
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use of the GS—-0101 series was allowed,
the VR&E program had hired personnel
under either series to provide the same
types of rehabilitation services and
perform the same work. In 2015, VA’s
Office of Human Resources and
Administration concluded that use of
the GS—0180 series was not as
appropriate as use of the GS-0101 series
for personnel whom VA hires to provide
rehabilitation services, because the
majority of the duties these VR&E
personnel perform most closely meets
the standards associated with the GS—
0101 series. Accordingly, VA
discontinued use of the GS—-0180 series
for these VR&E positions. Although the
VR&E program began to fill vacant
positions using the GS—0101 series
under the “VRC” title, the personnel
who had been hired using GS-0180
series under the “CP” title kept their
title and continued to perform under
their existing position descriptions.

VR&E Service had updated a few, but
not all, regulations governing the
delivery of Chapter 31 services and
benefits to reflect the hiring of
personnel under the title “VRC” for the
position responsible for making certain
determinations. Specifically, on April
11, 1997 (62 FR 17706), VA issued a
final rule defining VRC in 38 CFR 21.35.
On March 26, 2007 (72 FR 14041), VA
issued a final rule revising 38 CFR
21.50, 21.51, and 21.52 to describe
determinations that a VRC may make
during an initial evaluation, including
the existence of an employment
handicap and a serious employment
handicap. On January 20, 2010 (75 FR
3165), VA issued a final rule revising 38
CFR 21.42, 21.44, and 21.45 to specify
determinations that a VRC may make
regarding a claimant’s eligibility period
to receive Chapter 31 services.

In September 2014, a Veteran
advocate contacted VR&E Service and
indicated that he believed that VA had
erroneously denied benefits because VA
improperly interpreted regulations
regarding the roles of CPs and VRCs
when making specific determinations.
Additionally, the Board of Veterans’
Appeals has remanded cases to regional
offices with instructions for a CP to
make determinations that a VRC already
made, noting that regulations require
CPs to make these determinations.
Because the VR&E program stopped
hiring under the “CP” title, the VR&E
program’s national workforce does not
have enough CPs to comply with these
instructions. Thus, on May 2, 2016, we
amended the remainder of our
regulations regarding the roles of CPs
and VRCs to ensure consistency with
respect to position titles and to clarify
that VRCs are authorized to make the

same determinations as CPs with regard
to Chapter 31 services and benefits.

The shift towards staffing the VR&E
positions responsible for making certain
determinations with respect to Chapter
31 services and benefits under the VRC
title rather than under the CP title
reflects a more appropriate classification
based on OPM standards and the type
of work performed. This shift does not
reflect a material change in the duties of
or qualifications for the position.
Regardless of the classification, VRCs
perform the same duties as CPs perform
in the VR&E program, and VRCs are
fully qualified to perform these duties.

Section 3118(c) of title 38, United
States Code, requires VA to establish the
necessary and appropriate qualifications
for personnel providing evaluation and
rehabilitation services under Chapter
31, and to take into account the
qualifications established for
comparable personnel under the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C.
Chapter 16). Under this Act, comparable
personnel are required to have a
baccalaureate degree in a field of study
reasonably related to vocational
rehabilitation and at least one year of
experience working with individuals
with disabilities, providing direct
service or advocacy, or having direct
experience as an employer. In lieu of the
experience, personnel may obtain a
master’s or doctoral degree in a field of
study such as vocational rehabilitation
counseling, law, social work,
psychology, disability studies, or special
education. See 29 U.S.C. 721(a)(7)(B)(ii).

VA implemented section 3118(c) by
prescribing the qualifications for VRCs
in VA’s Staffing Handbook (VA
Handbook 5005/6, Part II, Appendix F2
(June 3, 2004)). The VR&E program
requires all personnel hired as VRCs to
hold a master’s degree in rehabilitation
counseling, including an internship, or
in counseling psychology, or a related
field, including at least 30 semester
hours of course work in the foundations
of rehabilitation counseling, human
growth and development, counseling
theories and techniques, vocational
assessment, career development, job
placement, case management, or
medical/psycho-social aspects of
disability. In addition, total graduate
study must have included or been
supplemented by a supervised
internship or successful professional
experience following the completion of
the master’s degree. These requirements
are comparable to the requirements
applicable to CP positions but are more
accurately aligned with the needs of the
VR&E program, which is focused on
helping Veterans obtain and maintain
suitable employment. See the OPM Web

site describing general qualifications for
CP classification, https://www.opm.gov/
policy-data-oversight/classification-
qualifications/general-schedule-
qualification-standards/0100/
psychology-series-0180/ (last visited
August 10, 2017). Requiring VRCs to
have these qualifications puts them in a
similar position to CPs, who are
required to have comparable
qualifications. With comparable
qualifications and experience in the
closely related fields of counseling
psychology and/or rehabilitation
counseling, both VRCs and CPs have the
same skills and capabilities necessary to
perform the duties required for this
program, such as counseling,
rehabilitation, and employment
assistance.

Additionally, as indicated in the most
recent VRC position description
released with VR&E Letter 28-14-13 on
February 20, 2014, VRCs must possess
knowledge of psychological,
rehabilitation, and counseling theory
and principle, as well as special
knowledge of rehabilitation counseling
skills, techniques, and resources needed
to work with Veterans with multiple
serious disabilities, Veterans who are
largely confined to their homes due to
disabilities, Veterans who have serious
mental disabilities, and Veterans who
have problems adjusting to social and
occupational demands. VRCs must also
have knowledge of the principles and
procedures of psychological and
vocational testing and research statistics
used to assess a Veteran’s interests,
aptitudes, abilities, and personality
characteristics. In addition, VRCs must
know the requirements for independent
living, and understand the limitations
of, and services required by, individuals
with severe disabilities. Finally, VRCs
must know career development theory
and job placement, and understand
current labor market conditions and
occupational trends and how to improve
employability using the information
obtained from transferable work-skills
analyses.

Staffing the program with VRCs is a
valid programmatic choice because,
equipped with such knowledge, VRCs
can capably and competently perform
the required counseling, rehabilitation,
and employment assistance tasks. For
example, VRCs have knowledge of
psychological, rehabilitation, and
counseling theory and principle, and
possess rehabilitation counseling skills
and techniques to work with
emotionally and physically-disabled
individuals and prepare them for
suitable employment. They understand
the requirements for independent living
and the services individuals with severe
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disabilities require, and they possess the
skills and qualifications to effectively
perform initial evaluations and make
accurate eligibility determinations.
Additionally, they know the principles
and procedures of psychological and
vocational testing and research statistics
to competently assess a Veteran’s
interests, aptitudes, abilities, and
personality characteristics to provide
the most appropriate rehabilitation
planning services. Finally, they have a
comprehensive understanding of
current labor market conditions and
occupational trends to identify the
appropriate employment options for
each individual they counsel. Requiring
VRCs to have such knowledge ensures
that VRCs have the capability to assist
Veterans with service-connected
disabilities in achieving maximum
independence in daily living and
obtaining and maintaining suitable
employment.

Because VRCs are fully qualified to
perform the duties of this VR&E
position, and because the VR&E
program’s national workforce does not
have enough CPs to fulfill all the
required duties of this position, we
amended our regulations to authorize
VRCs to make the same determinations
as CPs with regard to Chapter 31
services and benefits. Accordingly, we
adopt, without change, the rule
published in the Federal Register on
May 2, 2016.

Administrative Procedure Act

In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B)
and (d)(3), the Secretary finds that there
is good cause to dispense with the
opportunity for prior notice and
comment and good cause to publish this
rule with an immediate effective date.
The Secretary finds that it is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest to delay this rule for the
purpose of soliciting prior public
comment or to have a delayed effective
date, or to reverse the changes made on
May 2, 2016, while public comment is
being received. The Secretary is issuing
this rule to clear up confusion among
Veterans and prevent a detrimental
impact with regard to the VR&E
program. Failure to incorporate the VRC
position title in VR&E regulations would
result ultimately in a long delay in the
processing of Veterans’ cases and the
provision of VR&E services and
assistance.

The VR&E program no longer hires
employees under the CP title. This is the
unavoidable result of the conclusion
that the GS—0101 classification series is
more appropriate than the GS-0180
classification series. Accordingly, the
overwhelming majority of the VR&E

program’s national workforce providing
vocational rehabilitation and
employment services are VRCs, with
only 10 CPs remaining in the VR&E
workforce. Therefore, the program does
not have enough CPs to meet workload
demands. If we did not maintain the
May 2, 2016, changes to our regulations
while public comment is being received,
and CPs were required to make
decisions in every VR&E case as part of
the rehabilitation process, many
decisions would be delayed and
processing Veteran cases would be
greatly impacted. As a result, there
would be a significant delay in Veterans
receiving the VR&E services and
assistance to which they are entitled.

The VR&E program provided
evaluation and counseling services to
173,599 Veterans in 2016. Although
some regulations had already been
updated to allow VRCs to perform some
VR&E program duties, the regulations
governing the majority of evaluation,
counseling, and case management
services were updated to allow VRCs to
provide these services in the May 2,
2016, rulemaking. If we did not
maintain the May 2, 2016, changes to
our regulations, most of the 173,599
Veterans the VR&E program serves
annually would not receive evaluation,
counseling, and case management
services in a timely manner because the
10 CPs the VR&E program employs
could not possibly provide these
services to so many Veterans. It would
not be in the best interest of veterans to
limit hundreds of VRCs to highly
circumscribed duties while thousands
of Veterans seeking employment
services from VA wait for service from
the 10 CPs VA still has in its workforce.

Additionally, the rule clears up
confusion among VR&E program
participants regarding the two positions
titles, VRC and CP, and the respective
roles of the two positions within the
VR&E program. Because of this
confusion, it was necessary to update
the VR&E regulations to specify that
these two positions are both authorized
to perform the same duties.

Because this interim final rule will
serve to clarify roles with regard to two
position titles used within the VR&E
program, and alleviate confusion related
to the titles, and because it will serve to
prevent delay in Veterans receiving the
VR&E services and assistance to which
they are entitled, the Secretary finds
that it is impracticable and contrary to
the public interest to delay this rule for
the purpose of soliciting advance public
comment or to have a delayed effective
date. Accordingly, VA is issuing this
rule as an interim final rule with an
immediate effective date. We will

consider and address any comments
received within 60 days of the date this
interim final rule is published in the
Federal Register.

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess the costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, when regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits
(including potential economic,
environmental, public health and safety
effects, and other advantages;
distributive impacts; and equity).
Executive Order 13563 (Improving
Regulation and Regulatory Review)
emphasizes the importance of
quantifying both costs and benefits,
reducing costs, harmonizing rules, and
promoting flexibility. Executive Order
12866 (Regulatory Planning and
Review) defines a “‘significant
regulatory action” requiring review by
the OMB, unless OMB waives such
review, as “‘any regulatory action that is
likely to result in a rule that may: (1)
Have an annual effect on the economy
of $100 million or more or adversely
affect in a material way the economy, a
sector of the economy, productivity,
competition, jobs, the environment,
public health or safety, or State, local,
or tribal governments or communities;
(2) Create a serious inconsistency or
otherwise interfere with an action taken
or planned by another agency; (3)
Materially alter the budgetary impact of
entitlements, grants, user fees, or loan
programs or the rights and obligations of
recipients thereof; or (4) Raise novel
legal or policy issues arising out of legal
mandates, the President’s priorities, or
the principles set forth in this Executive
Order.”

VA has examined the economic,
interagency, budgetary, legal, and policy
implications of this regulatory action
and determined they are not significant
under Executive Order 12866. VA’s
impact analysis can be found as a
supporting document at http://
www.regulations.gov, usually within 48
hours after the rulemaking document is
published. Additionally, a copy of the
rulemaking and its impact analysis are
available on VA’s Web site at http://
www.va.gov/orpm by following the link
for “VA Regulations Published From FY
2004 Through Fiscal Year To Date.”

Paperwork Reduction Act

This rule contains no collections of
information under the Paperwork
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501-3521).
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Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Secretary hereby certifies that
this interim final rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities as
they are defined in the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612. This
rule will not directly affect any small
entities; only individuals will be
directly affected. Therefore, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 605(b), this rule is exempt from
the initial and final regulatory flexibility
analysis requirements of sections 603
and 604.

Unfunded Mandates

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 requires, at 2 U.S.C. 1532, that
agencies prepare an assessment of
anticipated costs and benefits before
issuing any rule that may result in the
expenditure by State, local, and tribal
governments, in the aggregate, or by the
private sector, of $100 million or more
(adjusted annually for inflation) in any
one year. This interim final rule will
have no such effect on State, local, and
tribal governments, or on the private
sector.

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

The Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance number and title for the
program affected by this document is
64.116, Vocational Rehabilitation for
Disabled Veterans.

Signing Authority

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, or
designee, approved this document and
authorized the undersigned to sign and
submit the document to the Office of the
Federal Register for publication
electronically as an official document of
the Department of Veterans Affairs. Gina
S. Farrisee, Deputy Chief of Staff,
Department of Veterans Affairs,
approved this document on October 23,
2017 for publication.

List of Subjects in 38 CFR Part 21

Administrative practice and
procedure, Armed forces, Civil rights,
Claims, Colleges and universities,
Conflict of interests, Education,
Employment, Grant programs—
education, Grant programs—veterans,
Health care, Loan programs—education,
Loan programs—rveterans, Manpower
training programs, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Schools,
Travel and transportation expenses,
Veterans, Vocational education,
Vocational rehabilitation.

Dated; November 14, 2017.
Michael Shores,
Director, Office of Regulation Policy &
Management, Office of the Secretary,
Department of Veterans Affairs.
m For the reasons set out in the
preamble, the regulatory amendments in
the final rule published in the Federal
Register on May 2, 2016, at 81 FR
26130, and incorporated in the CFR are
affirmed. Only the preamble originally
published on May 2, 2016, at 81 FR
26130, is hereby replaced.

[FR Doc. 2017-24949 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8320-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R03-OAR-2017-0149; FRL-9970-82-
Region 3]

Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans;
Maryland; 2011 Base Year Inventory
for the 2008 8-Hour Ozone National
Ambient Air Quality Standard for the
Maryland Portion of the Philadelphia-
Wilmington-Atlantic City
Nonattainment Area; Withdrawal

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

SUMMARY: Due to the receipt of an
adverse comment, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is withdrawing
the September 25, 2017 direct final rule
that approved the 2011 base year
inventory for the Maryland portion of
the Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic
City marginal nonattainment area for the
2008 8-hour ozone national ambient air
quality standard (NAAQS). EPA stated
in the direct final rule that if EPA
received adverse comments by October
25, 2017, the rule would be withdrawn
and not take effect. EPA subsequently
received an adverse comment. EPA will
address the comment received in a
subsequent final action based upon the
proposed action also published on
September 25, 2017. EPA will not
institute a second comment period on
this action.

DATES: As of as of November 17, 2017,
the direct final rule published at 82 FR
44522 on September 25, 2017 is
withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sara
Calcinore, (215) 814—2043, or by email
at calcinore.sara@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May
21, 2012, the Philadelphia-Wilmington-
Atlantic City area was designated as

marginal nonattainment for the 2008 8-
hour ozone NAAQS. 77 FR 30088. The
Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic City
nonattainment area is comprised of
Cecil County in Maryland, as well as
counties in Delaware, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania. Under section 172(c)(3) of
the Clean Air Act (CAA), Maryland is
required to submit a comprehensive,
accurate, and current inventory of actual
emissions from all sources of the
relevant pollutants, i.e. the ozone
precursors nitrogen oxides (NOx) and
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), in
its marginal nonattainment area, i.e., the
Maryland portion of the Philadelphia-
Wilmington-Atlantic City
nonattainment area. On January 19,
2017, the State of Maryland, through the
Maryland Department of the
Environment (MDE), submitted a formal
revision (state implementation plan
(SIP) # 16—15) to its SIP. The SIP
revision consists of the 2011 base year
inventory for the Maryland portion of
the Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic
City nonattainment area for the 2008 8-
hour ozone NAAQS.

EPA approved Maryland’s 2011 base
year inventory for the Maryland portion
of the Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic
City nonattainment area for the 2008 8-
hour ozone NAAQS in the direct final
rule published on September 25, 2017
(82 FR 44522). In this direct final rule,
we stated that if we received adverse
comment by October 25, 2017, the rule
would be withdrawn and not take effect.
EPA subsequently received an adverse
comment. On September 25, 2017 (82
FR 44522), EPA simultaneously
proposed to approve Maryland’s 2011
base year inventory for the Maryland
portion of the Philadelphia-Wilmington-
Atlantic City nonattainment area for the
2008 8-hour ozone NAAQS. EPA will
address the comment received in a
subsequent final action based upon this
proposed action and will not institute a
second comment period on this action.

As a result of the comment received,
EPA is withdrawing the direct final rule
approving Maryland’s 2011 base year
inventory for the Maryland portion of
the Philadelphia-Wilmington-Atlantic
City nonattainment area for the 2008 8-
hour ozone NAAQS.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Nitrogen dioxide, Ozone,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Volatile organic
compounds.
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Dated: November 3, 2017.
Cosmo Servidio,
Regional Administrator, Region III.
m Accordingly, the amendment to
§52.1070(e) published on September 25,
2017 (82 FR 44522), which were to
become effective November 24, 2017, is
withdrawn.
[FR Doc. 2017-24885 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R07-OAR-2017-0477; FRL-9970-97-
Region 7]

Air Quality Implementation Plans;
Nebraska; Infrastructure SIP
Requirements for the 2010 Nitrogen
Dioxide and Sulfur Dioxide and the
2012 Fine Particulate Matter National
Ambient Air Quality Standards;
Withdrawal

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

SUMMARY: Due to adverse comments, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
is withdrawing the direct final rule
Approval of Nebraska Air Quality
Implementation Plans; Infrastructure
SIP Requirements for the 2010 Nitrogen
Dioxide and Sulfur Dioxide and the
2012 Fine Particulate Matter National
Ambient Air Quality Standards,
published in the Federal Register on
September 20, 2017. The direct final
rule approved elements of a State
Implementation Plan (SIP) submission
from the State of Nebraska addressing
the applicable requirements of Clean Air
Act (CAA) section 110 for the 2010
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO,) and Sulfur
Dioxide (SO,) National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS), and the
2012 Fine Particulate Matter (PM,.s)
NAAQS. Section 110 of the CAA
requires that each state adopt and
submit a SIP to support implementation,
maintenance, and enforcement of each
new or revised NAAQS promulgated by
EPA. These SIPs are commonly referred
to as “infrastructure” SIPs.

DATES: As of November 17, 2017, the
direct final rule published at 82 FR
43848, September 20, 2017, is
withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gregory Crable, Environmental
Protection Agency, Air Planning and
Development Branch, 11201 Renner
Boulevard, Lenexa, Kansas 66219 at

(913) 551-7391, or by email at
crable.gregory@epa.gov

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Due to
adverse comments, EPA is withdrawing
the direct final rule to approve three
Infrastructure SIPs submitted by the
State of Nebraska pertaining to the 2010
NO, and SO, NAAQS and the 2012
PM, s NAAQS. In the direct final rule
published in the Federal Register on
September 20, 2017, (82 FR 43848), we
stated that if we received adverse
comment by Octber 20, 2017, the rule
would be withdrawn and not take effect.
EPA received adverse comments. EPA
will address those comments in a
subsequent final action based upon the
proposed action also published in the
Federal Register on September 20, 2017
(82 FR 43926). EPA will not institute a
second comment period on this action.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Intergovernmental
relations, Incorporation by reference,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

Dated: November 8, 2017.
Cathy Stepp,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 7.

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m Accordingly, the direct final rule
amending 40 CFR 52.1420 published in
the Federal Register on September 20,
2017 (82 FR 43848), is withdrawn.

[FR Doc. 201724893 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R07-OAR-2017-0208; FRL-9970-99-
Region 7]

State of lowa; Elements of the
Infrastructure SIP Requirements for
the 2010 Nitrogen Dioxide National
Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)
Withdrawal

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

SUMMARY: Due to an adverse comment,
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is withdrawing the direct final
rule for Approval of Implementation
Plans; State of Iowa; Elements of the
Infrastructure SIP Requirements for the
2010 Nitrogen Dioxide National
Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)

published in the Federal Register on
September 20, 2017. Infrastructure SIPs
address the applicable requirements of
Clean Air Act (CAA) section 110, which
requires that each state adopt and
submit a SIP for the implementation,
maintenance, and enforcement of each
new or revised NAAQS promulgated by
the EPA. These SIPs are commonly
referred to as “infrastructure”” SIPs. The
infrastructure requirements are designed
to ensure that the structural components
of each state’s air quality management
program are adequate to meet the state’s
responsibilities under the CAA.

DATES: The direct final rule published at
82 FR 43846, September 20, 2017, is
withdrawn effective November 17, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Heather Hamilton, Environmental
Protection Agency, Air Planning and
Development Branch, 11201 Renner
Boulevard, Lenexa, Kansas 66219 at
(913) 551-7039, or by email at
Hamilton.heather@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Due to an
adverse comment, EPA is withdrawing
the direct final rule to approve revisions
to the Iowa State Implementation Plan
(SIP). In the direct final rule published
on September 20, 2017, (82 FR 43846),
we stated that if we received adverse
comment by October 20, 2017, the rule
would be withdrawn and not take effect.
EPA received an adverse comment. EPA
will address the comment in a
subsequent final action based upon the
proposed action also published on
September 20, 2017. EPA will not
institute a second comment period on
this action.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
Nitrogen dioxide, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Dated: November 7, 2017.

Cathy Stepp,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 7.

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m Accordingly, the amendment to 40
CFR 52.820(e) published in the Federal
Register on September 20, 2017, (82 FR
43846) is withdrawn effective November
17, 2017.

[FR Doc. 2017-24891 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R07-OAR-2017-0267; FRL-9970-98—
Region 7]

Approval of Implementation Plans;
State of lowa; Elements of the
Infrastructure SIP Requirements for
the 2010 Sulfur Dioxide National
Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS); Withdrawal

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

SUMMARY: Due to an adverse comment,
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is withdrawing the direct final
rule for Approval of Implementation
Plans; State of Iowa; Elements of the
Infrastructure SIP Requirements for the
2010 Sulfur Dioxide National Ambient
Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)
published in the Federal Register on
September 29, 2017. Infrastructure SIPs
address the applicable requirements of
Clean Air Act (CAA) section 110, which
requires that each state adopt and
submit a SIP for the implementation,
maintenance, and enforcement of each
new or revised NAAQS promulgated by
the EPA. These SIPs are commonly
referred to as “infrastructure’” SIPs. The
infrastructure requirements are designed
to ensure that the structural components
of each state’s air quality management
program are adequate to meet the state’s
responsibilities under the CAA.

DATES: As of November 17, 2017, the
direct final rule published on September
29, 2017 (82 FR 45497), is withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Heather Hamilton Environmental
Protection Agency, Air Planning and
Development Branch, 11201 Renner
Boulevard, Lenexa, Kansas 66219 at
913-551-7039, or by email at
hamilton.heather@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Due to an
adverse comment, EPA is withdrawing
the direct final rule to approve revisions
to the Iowa State Implementation Plan
(SIP). In the direct final rule published
on September 29, 2017, (82 FR 45497),
we stated that if we received adverse
comment by October 30, 2017, the rule
would be withdrawn and not take effect.
EPA received an adverse comment. EPA
will address the comment in a
subsequent final action based upon the
proposed action also published on
September 29, 2017 (82 FR 45550). EPA
will not institute a second comment
period on this action.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
sulfur dioxide, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Dated: November 8, 2017.

Cathy Stepp,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 7.

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m Accordingly, the direct final rule
amending 40 CFR 52.820 published in
the Federal Register on September 29,
2017 (82 FR 45497), is withdrawn.

[FR Doc. 2017-24903 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R07-OAR-2017-0512; FRL-9971-00-
Region 7]

Approval of Kansas Air Quality State
Implementation Plans; Construction
Permits and Approvals Program;
Withdrawal

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

SUMMARY: Due to an adverse comment,
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is withdrawing the direct final
rule for Approval of Kansas Air Quality
State Implementation Plans;
Construction Permits and Approvals
Program, published in the Federal
Register on September 21, 2017.
Kansas’s SIP revisions included
revisions to Kansas’ construction permit
rules. Specifically, these revisions
implemented the revised National
Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)
for fine particulate matter; clarified and
refined applicable criteria for sources
subject to the construction permitting
program; updated the construction
permitting program fee structure and
schedule; and made minor revisions and
corrections.

DATES: As of November 17, 2017, the
direct final rule published at 82 FR
44103, on September 21, 2017, is
withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Deborah Bredehoft, Environmental
Protection Agency, Air Planning and
Development Branch, 11201 Renner
Boulevard, Lenexa, Kansas 66219 at

(913) 551-7164, or by email at
Bredehoft.Deborah@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Due to
adverse comments, EPA is withdrawing
the direct final rule to approve revisions
to the Kansas State Implementation Plan
(SIP). In the direct final rule published
on September 21, 2017 (82 FR 44103),
we stated that if we received adverse
comment by October 23, 2017, the rule
would be withdrawn and not take effect.
EPA received adverse comments. EPA
will address the comments in a
subsequent action.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Carbon monoxide,
Incorporation by reference,
Intergovernmental relations, Lead,
Nitrogen dioxide, Ozone, Particulate
matter, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Sulfur oxides, Volatile
organic compounds.

Dated: November 8, 2017.
Cathy Stepp,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 7.

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m Accordingly, the amendment to 40
CFR 52.870 published in the Federal
Register on September 21, 2017 (82 FR
44103), on page 44105 is withdrawn.
[FR Doc. 2017-24894 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R03-OAR-2017-0394; FRL-9970-69-
Region 3]

Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans;
Maryland; Direct Final Rule for the
Approval of an Alternative Volatile
Organic Compound Emission
Standard; Withdrawal

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Withdrawal of direct final rule.

SUMMARY: Due to adverse comments
received, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is withdrawing the
August 28, 2017 direct final rule that
approved a revision to the Maryland
state implementation plan (SIP) to
incorporate by reference a Maryland
Department of the Environment (MDE)
order that establishes an alternative
volatile organic compound (VOC)
emission standard for National Gypsum
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Company (NGC) to ensure that it
remains a minor VOC source. EPA
stated in the direct final rule that if EPA
received adverse comments by
September 27, 2017, the rule would be
withdrawn and not take effect. EPA
subsequently received one adverse
comment. EPA will address the
comment received in a subsequent final
action based upon the proposed action
also published on August 28, 2017. EPA
will not institute a second comment
period on this action.

DATES: As of November 17, 2017, the
direct final rule published at 82 FR
40715, August 28, 2017, is withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gregory Becoat, (215) 814 2036, or by
email at becoat.gregory@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
24, 2016, MDE submitted a formal
revision to the Maryland SIP. The SIP
revision consisted of a request to
incorporate by reference a MDE
departmental order that establishes an
alternative VOC emission standard for
NGC as it appears in the permit-to-
construct conditions issued by MDE in
order to ensure that it remains a minor
stationary source of VOCs. The
alternative VOC emissions limit of 195
pounds per operating day with at least
a 99% overall VOC control efficiency
will achieve a stringent emissions
discharge reduction and is more
stringent than any established standard
for reasonably available control
technology (RACT) for major stationary
sources of VOGs in Code of Maryland
Regulations (COMAR) 26.11.19. Under
COMAR 26.11.06.06E—"“Exceptions,” a
source may request an exception to a
VOC emissions limit from MDE if the
source is not subject to new source
review (NSR) and if the source is unable
to comply with COMAR 26.11.06.06B—
“Control of VOC from Installations.” In
the direct final rule published on
August 28, 2017 (82 FR 40715), EPA
stated that if EPA received adverse
comments by September 27, 2017, the
rule would be withdrawn and not take
effect. EPA subsequently received one
adverse comment from an anonymous
commenter.

As a result of the comment received,
EPA is withdrawing the direct final rule
approving the revision to the Maryland
SIP that incorporates by reference a
MBDE order establishing a VOC emission
standard for NGC.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Ozone, Reporting and

recordkeeping requirements, Volatile
organic compounds.

Dated: October 31, 2017.
Cosmo Servidio,
Regional Administrator, Region III.
m Accordingly, the amendment to
§52.1070(d) published on August 28,
2017 (82 FR 40715), which were to
become effective November 27, 2017,
are withdrawn.
[FR Doc. 2017-24889 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 73

[MB Docket No. 17-187; RM~11792; DA 17—
1062]

Television Broadcasting Services;
Anchorage, Alaska

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Commission grants the
request by Gray Television License, LLC
(Gray) to substitute channel 7 for
channel 5 for station KYES-TV,
Anchorage, Alaska. Gray filed
comments reaffirming its interest in the
proposed channel substitution and
stating that if the proposal is granted, it
will promptly file an application for the
facilities specified in the rulemaking
petition and construct the station. As
Gray explained in its petition, the
antenna currently used by KYES-TV is
a repurposed analog antenna the
previous station owner built which
provides an inefficient signal. In
addition, the current remote
transmission site does not have a
generator and KYES-TV goes silent
when there is a power outage. By
moving to sister station KTUU’s
location, and operating with an existing
modern broadband antenna on a high-
VHF channel, the station will be able to
deliver an improved signal. Gray will
also add the KYES-TV signal to the
translator network used by KTUU,
which will reduce most of the loss of
service that would result from the
proposed move, which will serve the
public interest.

DATES: This rule is effective December
18, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joyce Bernstein, Joyce.Bernstein@
fcc.gov, Media Bureau, (202) 418-1647.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsis of the Commission’s Order,

MB Docket No. 17-187, adopted
October 31, 2017, and released October
31, 2017. The full text of this document
is available for public inspection and
copying during normal business hours
in the FCC’s Reference Information
Center at Portals II, CY—A257, 445 12th
Street SW., Washington, DC 20554. This
document will also be available via
ECFS (http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/ecfs/). To
request materials in accessible formats
for people with disabilities (braille,
large print, electronic files, audio
format), send an email to fcc504@fcc.gov
or call the Consumer & Governmental
Affairs Bureau at 202—418-0530 (voice),
202-418-0432 (tty).

This document does not contain
information collection requirements
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995, Public Law 104—13. In addition,
therefore, it does not contain any
information collection burden “for
small business concerns with fewer than
25 employees,” pursuant to the Small
Business Paperwork Relief Act of 2002,
Public Law 107-198, see 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(4). Provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980, see 5 U.S.C.
601-612, do not apply to this
proceeding.

The Commission will send a copy of
this Report and Order in a report to be
sent to Congress and the Government
Accountability Office pursuant to the
Congressional Review Act, see 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A).

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 73
Television.
Federal Communications Commission.

Barbara A. Kreisman,
Chief, Video Division, Media Bureau.

Final Rule

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Federal Communications
Commission amends 47 CFR part 73 as
follows:

PART 73—RADIO BROADCAST
SERVICES

m 1. The authority citation for part 73
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 309, 310,
334 336, and 339.

§73.622 [Amended]

m 2. Section 73.622(i), the Post-
Transition Table of DTV Allotments
under Alaska is amended by removing
channel 5 and adding channel 7 at
Anchorage.

[FR Doc. 2017-24944 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2017-1022; Product
Identifier 2017-NM-098—-AD]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; The Boeing
Company Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: We propose to adopt a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain
The Boeing Company Model 787—-8 and
787-9 airplanes. This proposed AD was
prompted by reports of failures of the
lip heater assemblies of the inlet ice
protection system of the cabin air
compressor (CAC) due to chafing. This
proposed AD would require changing
the airplane electrical connectors and
the routes of certain wire bundles, and
installing new or modified left and right
CAC inlet duct assemblies. We are
proposing this AD to address the unsafe
condition on these products.

DATES: We must receive comments on
this proposed AD by January 2, 2018.

ADDRESSES: You may send comments,
using the procedures found in 14 CFR
11.43 and 11.45, by any of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Fax:202-493-2251.

e Mail: U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, M—
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room
W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC 20590.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail
address above between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

For service information identified in
this NPRM, contact Boeing Commercial
Airplanes, Attention: Contractual & Data

Services (C&DS), 2600 Westminster
Blvd., MC 110-SK57, Seal Beach, CA
90740-5600; telephone 562—-797-1717;
Internet https://
www.myboeingfleet.com. You may view
this referenced service information at
the FAA, Transport Standards Branch,
1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA.
For information on the availability of
this material at the FAA, call 425-227-
1221. It is also available on the Internet
at http://www.regulations.gov by
searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2017-1022.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2017—
1022; or in person at the Docket
Management Facility between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this NPRM, the regulatory
evaluation, any comments received, and
other information. The street address for
the Docket Office (phone: 800-647—
5527) is in the ADDRESSES section.
Comments will be available in the AD
docket shortly after receipt.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joe
Salemeh, Aerospace Engineer, Systems
and Equipment Section, FAA, Seattle
ACO Branch, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA 98057-3356; phone: 425—
917-6454; fax: 425-917-6590; email:
joe.salameh@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

We invite you to send any written
relevant data, views, or arguments about
this proposal. Send your comments to
an address listed under the ADDRESSES
section. Include ‘“Docket No. FAA—
2017-1022; Product Identifier 2017—
NM-098-AD" at the beginning of your
comments. We specifically invite
comments on the overall regulatory,
economic, environmental, and energy
aspects of this NPRM. We will consider
all comments received by the closing
date and may amend this NPRM
because of those comments.

We will post all comments we
receive, without change, to http://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information you provide. We
will also post a report summarizing each
substantive verbal contact we receive
about this proposed AD.

Discussion

We have received reports of failures of
the inlet lip heater assemblies of the
inlet ice protection system of the CAC
due to chafing of the CAC inlet ice
protection system (CIPS) inlet lip heater
wire harness against adjacent structures.
The damage to the wires caused the
CIPS lip heater to set a fault. This
condition, if not corrected, could result
in an electrical short and potential loss
of functions essential for safe flight of
the airplane.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

We reviewed Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin B787-81205-SB300019-00,
Issue 001, dated March 22, 2017. The
service information describes
procedures for changing the airplane
electrical connectors and the routes of
certain wire bundles, and installing new
or modified left and right CAC inlet
duct assemblies. This service
information is reasonably available
because the interested parties have
access to it through their normal course
of business or by the means identified
in the ADDRESSES section.

FAA’s Determination

We are proposing this AD because we
evaluated all the relevant information
and determined the unsafe condition
described previously is likely to exist or
develop in other products of the same
type design.

Proposed AD Requirements

This proposed AD would require
accomplishment of the actions
identified as “RC” (required for
compliance) in the Accomplishment
Instructions of Boeing Alert Service
Bulletin B787-81205-SB300019-00,
Issue 001, dated March 22, 2017,
described previously, except for any
differences identified as exceptions in
the regulatory text of this proposed AD.

For information on the procedures
and compliance times, see this service
information at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2017—
1022.

Costs of Compliance

We estimate that this proposed AD
affects 66 airplanes of U.S. registry. We
estimate the following costs to comply
with this proposed AD:
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ESTIMATED COSTS FOR REQUIRED ACTIONS
: Cost per Cost on U.S.
Action Labor cost Parts cost product operators
Change and installation ..........cccccoeevvvcennnne. 20 work-hours x $85 per hour = $1,700 ........ $32,937 $34,637 $2,286,042

According to the manufacturer, all of
the costs of this proposed AD may be
covered under warranty, thereby
reducing the cost impact on affected
individuals. We do not control warranty
coverage for affected individuals. As a
result, we have included all costs in our
cost estimate.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in Subtitle VII,
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701:
“General requirements.” Under that
section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.

This proposed AD is issued in
accordance with authority delegated by
the Executive Director, Aircraft
Certification Service, as authorized by
FAA Order 8000.51C. In accordance
with that order, issuance of ADs is
normally a function of the Compliance
and Airworthiness Division, but during
this transition period, the Executive
Director has delegated the authority to
issue ADs applicable to transport
category airplanes to the Director of the
System Oversight Division.

Regulatory Findings

We determined that this proposed AD
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132. This
proposed AD would not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
Government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify this proposed regulation:

(1) Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Is not a “significant rule” under
the DOT Regulatory Policies and
Procedures (44 FR 11034, February 26,
1979),

(3) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(4) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA proposes to amend 14 CFR part
39 as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive (AD):

The Boeing Company: Docket No. FAA—

2017-1022; Product Identifier 2017—
NM-098—-AD.

(a) Comments Due Date

We must receive comments by January 2,
2018.
(b) Affected ADs

None.
(c) Applicability

This AD applies to The Boeing Company
Model 787-8 and 787-9 airplanes,
certificated in any category, as identified in
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin B787-81205—

SB300019-00, Issue 001, dated March 22,
2017.

(d) Subject

Air Transport Association (ATA) of
America Code 30, Ice/Rain protection system
wiring.
(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by reports of
failures of the Cabin Air Compressor (CAC)

inlet ice protection system (CIPS) inlet lip
heater assemblies due to chafing of the CIPS
inlet lip heater wire harness against adjacent
structures. We are issuing this AD to prevent
any damage to the CIPS inlet lip heater wire
bundle, which could cause an electrical short
and potential loss of functions essential for
safe flight of the airplane.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Required Actions

Within 36 months after the effective date
of this AD, do all applicable actions
identified as “RC” (required for compliance)
in, and in accordance with, the
Accomplishment Instructions of Boeing Alert
Service Bulletin B787-81205-SB300019-00,
Issue 001, dated March 22, 2017.

(h) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, Seattle ACO Branch,
FAA, has the authority to approve AMOCs
for this AD, if requested using the procedures
found in 14 CFR 39.19. In accordance with
14 CFR 39.19, send your request to your
principal inspector or local Flight Standards
District Office, as appropriate. If sending
information directly to the manager of the
certification office, send it to the attention of
the person identified in paragraph (i)(1) of
this AD. Information may be emailed to: 9-
ANM-Seattle-ACO-AMOC-Requests@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(3) An AMOC that provides an acceptable
level of safety may be used for any repair,
modification, or alteration required by this
AD if it is approved by the Boeing
Commercial Airplanes Organization
Designation Authorization (ODA) that has
been authorized by the Manager, Seattle ACO
Branch, to make those findings. To be
approved, the repair method, modification
deviation, or alteration deviation must meet
the certification basis of the airplane, and the
approval must specifically refer to this AD.

(4) For service information that contains
steps that are labeled as RC, the provisions
of paragraphs (h)(4)(i) and (h)(4)(ii) of this
AD apply.

(i) The steps labeled as RC, including
substeps under an RC step and any figures
identified in an RC step, must be done to
comply with the AD. If a step or substep is
labeled “RC Exempt,” then the RC
requirement is removed from that step or
substep. An AMOC is required for any
deviations to RC steps, including substeps
and identified figures.


mailto:9-ANM-Seattle-ACO-AMOC-Requests@faa.gov
mailto:9-ANM-Seattle-ACO-AMOC-Requests@faa.gov
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(ii) Steps not labeled as RC may be
deviated from using accepted methods in
accordance with the operator’s maintenance
or inspection program without obtaining
approval of an AMOG, provided the RC steps,
including substeps and identified figures, can
still be done as specified, and the airplane
can be put back in an airworthy condition.

(i) Related Information

(1) For more information about this AD,
contact Joe Salemeh, Aerospace Engineer,
Systems and Equipment Section, FAA,
Seattle ACO Branch, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA 98057-3356; phone: 425-917—
6454; fax: 425-917-6590; email:
joe.salameh@faa.gov.

(2) For service information identified in
this AD, contact Boeing Commercial
Airplanes, Attention: Contractual & Data
Services (C&DS), 2600 Westminster Blvd.,
MC 110-SK57, Seal Beach, CA 90740-5600;
telephone 562-797-1717; Internet https://
www.myboeingfleet.com. You may view this
referenced service information at the FAA,
Transport Standards Branch, 1601 Lind
Avenue SW., Renton, WA. For information
on the availability of this material at the
FAA, call 425-227-1221.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on
November 3, 2017.
Jeffrey E. Duven,

Director, System Oversight Division, Aircraft
Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24809 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2017-1025; Product
Identifier 2017-NM-137-AD]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Bombardier,
Inc., Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: We propose to adopt a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain
Bombardier, Inc., Model CL-600-2C10
(Regional Jet Series 700, 701, & 702),
CL-600-2D15 (Regional Jet Series 705),
CL-600-2D24 (Regional Jet Series 900),
and CL-600-2E25 (Regional Jet Series
1000) airplanes. This proposed AD was
prompted by several incidents of
electrical shorting and sparks caused by
de-icing fluid leaks between flight deck
windshields and side windows. This
proposed AD would require water spray
tests and general visual inspections for
water in the flight compartment, and
water removal and sealant application if

necessary. We are proposing this AD to
address the unsafe condition on these
products.

DATES: We must receive comments on
this proposed AD by January 2, 2018.
ADDRESSES: You may send comments,
using the procedures found in 14 CFR
11.43 and 11.45, by any of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Fax:202—-493-2251.

e Mail: U.S. Department of
Transportation, Docket Operations, M—
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room
W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC 20590.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail
address above between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

For service information identified in
this NPRM, contact Bombardier, Inc.,
400 Cote Vertu Road West, Dorval,
Québec H4S 1Y9, Canada; Widebody
Customer Response Center North
America toll-free telephone 1-866—538—
1247 or direct-dial telephone 1-514—
855—2999; fax 514—-855—7401; email
ac.yul@aero.bombardier.com; Internet
http://www.bombardier.com. You may
view this service information at the
FAA, Transport Standards Branch, 1601
Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA. For
information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call 425-227-1221.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2017—
1025; or in person at the Docket
Management Facility between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this NPRM, the regulatory
evaluation, any comments received, and
other information. The street address for
the Docket Operations office (telephone
800-647-5527) is in the ADDRESSES
section. Comments will be available in
the AD docket shortly after receipt.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steven Dzierzynski, Aerospace
Engineer, Avionics and Administrative
Services Section, FAA, New York ACO
Branch, 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite
410, Westbury, NY 11590; telephone
516—228-7367; fax 516—794—5531.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

We invite you to send any written
relevant data, views, or arguments about
this proposed AD. Send your comments
to an address listed under the

ADDRESSES section. Include ‘“Docket No.
FAA-2017-1025; Product Identifier
2017-NM-137—-AD"”’ at the beginning of
your comments. We specifically invite
comments on the overall regulatory,
economic, environmental, and energy
aspects of this NPRM. We will consider
all comments received by the closing
date and may amend this NPRM based
on those comments.

We will post all comments we
receive, without change, to http://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information you provide. We
will also post a report summarizing each
substantive verbal contact we receive
about this NPRM.

Discussion

Transport Canada Civil Aviation
(TCCA), which is the aviation authority
for Canada, has issued Canadian
Airworthiness Directive CF—2017-28,
dated August 23, 2017 (referred to after
this as the Mandatory Continuing
Airworthiness Information, or “the
MCAT”’), to correct an unsafe condition
for certain Bombardier, Inc., Model CL—-
600—2C10 (Regional Jet Series 700, 701,
& 702), CL-600—-2D15 (Regional Jet
Series 705), CL-600-2D24 (Regional Jet
Series 900), and CL-600—2E25 (Regional
Jet Series 1000) airplanes. The MCAI
states:

Several incidents of electrical shorting and
sparks have been reported in the cockpit of
CL-600-2C10 and CL-600—-2D24 aeroplanes.
De-icing fluid can leak between the
windshields and side windows, leading to
possible damage to the cockpit floodlight
wires and electrical connections. If not
corrected, this condition may result in a
flight compartment fire.

This [Canadian] AD is issued to mandate
a water spray test and [general visual]
inspection for evidence of fluid ingress into
the flight compartment. It also provides
mandatory instructions for sealant
application if required.

You may examine the MCAI in the
AD docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2017—
1025.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

Bombardier, Inc., has issued Service
Bulletin 670BA-56—-003, Revision A,
dated April 13, 2016. This service
information describes procedures for
doing water spray tests on the flight
deck windows, doing general visual
inspections for water in the flight
compartment, removing water, and
applying sealant to the flight deck
windows. This service information is
reasonably available because the
interested parties have access to it
through their normal course of business


https://www.myboeingfleet.com
https://www.myboeingfleet.com
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
mailto:ac.yul@aero.bombardier.com
http://www.bombardier.com
mailto:joe.salameh@faa.gov
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or by the means identified in the
ADDRESSES section.

FAA’s Determination and Requirements
of This Proposed AD

This product has been approved by
the aviation authority of another
country, and is approved for operation
in the United States. Pursuant to our

bilateral agreement with the State of
Design Authority, we have been notified
of the unsafe condition described in the
MCALI and service information
referenced above. We are proposing this
AD because we evaluated all pertinent
information and determined an unsafe
condition exists and is likely to exist or

ESTIMATED COSTS

develop on other products of these same
type designs.

Costs of Compliance
We estimate that this proposed AD
affects 543 airplanes of U.S. registry.

We estimate the following costs to
comply with this proposed AD:

: Cost per Cost on
Action Labor cost Parts cost product U.S. operators
Spray tests and inspections ...........ccccceveeennee. 2 work-hours x $85 per hour = $170 ............. $0 $170 $92,310

We estimate the following costs to do
any necessary water removal and
sealant application that would be

required based on the results of the
proposed inspection. We have no way of
determining the number of airplanes

ON-CONDITION COSTS

that might need this water removal and
sealant application:

: Cost per
Action Labor cost Parts cost product
Water removal and sealant application ............cccc........ 4 work-hours x $85 per hour = $340 .......cccovcvevvreenenne $308 $648

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. “Subtitle VII:
Aviation Programs,” describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in “Subtitle VII,
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701:
General requirements.” Under that
section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.

This proposed AD is issued in
accordance with authority delegated by
the Executive Director, Aircraft
Certification Service, as authorized by
FAA Order 8000.51C. In accordance
with that order, issuance of ADs is
normally a function of the Compliance
and Airworthiness Division, but during
this transition period, the Executive
Director has delegated the authority to
issue ADs applicable to transport
category airplanes to the Director of the
System Oversight Division.

Regulatory Findings

We determined that this proposed AD
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132. This
proposed AD would not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
Government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify this proposed regulation:

1. Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866;

2. Is not a “‘significant rule” under the
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979);

3. Will not affect intrastate aviation in
Alaska; and

4. Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA proposes to amend 14 CFR part
39 as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive (AD):

Bombardier, Inc.: Docket No. FAA-2017—-
1025; Product Identifier 2017-NM—-137—
AD.

(a) Comments Due Date

We must receive comments by January 2,
2018.

(b) Affected ADs

None.

(c) Applicability

This AD applies to the airplanes identified
in paragraphs (c)(1), (c)(2), and (c)(3) of this
AD, certificated in any category.

(1) Bombardier, Inc., Model CL-600-2C10
(Regional Jet Series 700, 701, & 702)
airplanes, serial numbers 10003 through
10342 inclusive.

(2) Bombardier, Inc., Model CL-600-2D15
(Regional Jet Series 705) and Model CL-600—
2D24 (Regional Jet Series 900) airplanes,
serial numbers 15001 through 15367
inclusive.

(3) Bombardier, Inc., Model CL-600—2E25
(Regional Jet Series 1000) airplanes, serial
numbers 19001 through 19041 inclusive.

(d) Subject

Air Transport Association (ATA) of
America Code 56, Windows.
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(e) Reason

This AD was prompted by several
incidents of electrical shorting and sparks
caused by de-icing fluid leaks between flight
deck windshields and side windows. We are
issuing this AD to detect and correct de-icing
fluid entering the flight deck, which could
damage the flight deck floodlight wires and
electrical connections, and ultimately could
lead to a fire in the flight compartment.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Left Flight Deck Windshield and Side
Window Spray Test, Inspection, Water
Removal and Sealant Application

For airplanes on which a left flight deck
windshield or a left flight deck side window
was replaced as specified in Bombardier
Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM) task
56—11-01-400-801, Revision 48, dated
March 25, 2015, or any previous revision of
that task; or Bombardier AMM task 56—12—
01-400-801, Revision 48, dated March 25,
2015, or any previous revision of that task:
At the applicable time specified in paragraph
(g)(1) or (g)(2) of this AD, perform a water
spray test and do a general visual inspection
of the left flight deck windshield and left
flight deck side window for evidence of
water ingress into the flight deck, in
accordance with Part A of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Bombardier
Service Bulletin 670BA-56—-003, Revision A,
dated April 13, 2016. If water is found in the
flight compartment: Before further flight,
remove the water, and apply sealant on the
left flight deck windows in accordance with
Part C of the Accomplishment Instructions of
Bombardier Service Bulletin 670BA-56—003,
Revision A, dated April 13, 2016.

(1) For airplanes on which Bombardier in-
service ModSum 1S67033110181 has not
been incorporated: Within 2,500 flight hours
after the effective date of this AD.

(2) For airplanes on which Bombardier in-
service ModSum 1S67033110181 has been
incorporated: Within 6,600 flight hours after
the effective date of this AD.

(h) Right Flight Deck Windshield and Side
Window Spray Test, Inspection, Water
Removal and Sealant Application

For airplanes on which a right flight deck
windshield or a right flight deck side
window was replaced as specified in
Bombardier AMM task 56—-11-01-400-801,
Revision 48, dated March 25, 2015, or any
previous revision of that task; or Bombardier
AMM task 56—12—01-400—-801, Revision 48,
dated March 25, 2015, or any previous
revision of that task: At the applicable time
specified in paragraph (h)(1) or (h)(2) of this
AD, perform a water spray test and do a
general visual inspection of the right flight
deck windshield and right flight deck side
window for evidence of water ingress into
the flight deck, in accordance with Part B of
the Accomplishment Instructions of
Bombardier Service Bulletin 670BA-56—003,
Revision A, dated April 13, 2016. If water is
found in the flight compartment: Before
further flight, remove the water, and apply

sealant on the right flight deck windows in
accordance with Part D of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Bombardier
Service Bulletin 670BA-56—003, Revision A,
dated April 13, 2016.

(1) For airplanes on which Bombardier in-
service ModSum IS67033110181 has not
been incorporated: Within 2,500 flight hours
after the effective date of this AD.

(2) For airplanes on which Bombardier in-
service ModSum IS67033110181 has been
incorporated: Within 6,600 flight hours after
the effective date of this AD.

(i) Credit for Previous Actions

(1) This paragraph provides credit for
actions required by paragraph (g) of this AD,
if those actions were performed before the
effective date of this AD using the service
information specified in paragraphs (i)(1)(i),
(i)(1)(i), or (i)(1)(iii) of this AD; provided that
the left flight deck side window or left flight
deck windshield have not been subsequently
replaced as specified in Bombardier AMM
task 56—11-01—-400-801, Revision 48, dated
March 25, 2015, or any previous revision of
that task; or Bombardier AMM task 56—12—
01-400-801, Revision 48, dated March 25,
2015, or any previous revision of that task.

(i) Bombardier Alert Service Bulletin
A670BA-56—-002, dated January 7, 2008.

(ii) Bombardier Alert Service Bulletin
A670BA-56—-002, Revision A, dated February
26, 2008.

(iii) Part A and Part G, as applicable, of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Bombardier
Service Bulletin 670BA-56—-003, dated May
28, 2015.

(2) This paragraph provides credit for
actions required by paragraph (h) of this AD,
if those actions were performed before the
effective date of this AD using the service
information specified in paragraphs (i)(2)(i),
(i)(2)(i), or (i)(2)(iii) of this AD; provided that
the right flight deck side window or right
flight deck windshield have not been
subsequently replaced as specified in
Bombardier AMM task 56-11-01-400-801,
Revision 48, dated March 25, 2015, or any
previous revision of that task; or Bombardier
AMM task 56—12—01-400-801, Revision 48,
dated March 25, 2015, or any previous
revision of that task.

(i) Bombardier Alert Service Bulletin
A670BA-56—-002, dated January 7, 2008.

(ii) Bombardier Alert Service Bulletin
A670BA-56-002, Revision A, dated February
26, 2008.

(iii) Part B and Part D, as applicable, of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Bombardier
Service Bulletin 670BA—-56—-003, dated May
28, 2015.

(j) Parts Installation Limitations

(1) As of the effective date of this AD, no
person may install on any airplane a left or
right flight deck windshield as specified in
Bombardier AMM task 56-11-01-400-801,
Revision 48, dated March 25, 2015, or any
previous revision of that task.

(2) As of the effective date of this AD, no
person may install on any airplane a left or
right flight deck side window as specified in
Bombardier AMM task 56—-12—-01-400-801,
Revision 48, dated March 25, 2015, or any
previous revision of that task.

(k) Other FAA AD Provisions

The following provisions also apply to this
AD:

(1) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs): The Manager, New York ACO
Branch, FAA, has the authority to approve
AMOC:s for this AD, if requested using the
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. In
accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, send your
request to your principal inspector or local
Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the certification office,
send it to ATTN: Program Manager,
Continuing Operational Safety, FAA, New
York ACO Branch, 1600 Stewart Avenue,
Suite 410, Westbury, NY 11590; telephone
516—228-7300; fax 516—794-5531. Before
using any approved AMOC, notify your
appropriate principal inspector, or lacking a
principal inspector, the manager of the local
flight standards district office/certificate
holding district office.

(2) Contacting the Manufacturer: For any
requirement in this AD to obtain corrective
actions from a manufacturer, the action must
be accomplished using a method approved
by the Manager, New York ACO Branch,
FAA; or Transport Canada Civil Aviation
(TCCA); or Bombardier, Inc.’s TCCA Design
Approval Organization (DAO). If approved by
the DAO, the approval must include the
DAO-authorized signature.

(1) Related Information

(1) Refer to Mandatory Continuing
Airworthiness Information (MCAI) Canadian
Airworthiness Directive CF—2017-28, dated
August 23, 2017, for related information.
This MCAI may be found in the AD docket
on the Internet at http://www.regulations.gov
by searching for and locating Docket No.
FAA-2017-1025.

(2) For more information about this AD,
contact Steven Dzierzynski, Aerospace
Engineer, Avionics and Administrative
Services Section, FAA, New York ACO
Branch, 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite 410,
Westbury, NY 11590; telephone 516—-228—
7367; fax 516-794-5531.

(3) For service information identified in
this AD, contact Bombardier, Inc., 400 Cote
Vertu Road West, Dorval, Québec H4S 1Y9,
Canada; Widebody Customer Response
Center North America toll-free telephone
1-866-538-1247 or direct-dial telephone
1-514—-855—-2999; fax 514—855—-7401; email
ac.yul@aero.bombardier.com; Internet http://
www.bombardier.com. You may view this
service information at the FAA, Transport
Standards Branch, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA. For information on the
availability of this material at the FAA, call
425-227-1221.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on
November 8, 2017.
Dionne Palermo,

Acting Director, System Oversight Division,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24814 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

33 CFR Part 110

[Docket Number USCG-2016-0916]

RIN 1625-AA01

Anchorages; Captain of the Port Puget
Sound Zone, WA

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notification of intent to
withdraw proposed rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard intends to
withdraw the proposed anchorage rule
entitled “Anchorages; Captain of the
Port Puget Sound Zone, WA” that we
published on February 10, 2017. The
Coast Guard does not currently plan to
pursue this rulemaking and
consequently does not intend to
schedule tribal consultation on the
proposed rule. Given the Coast Guard’s
intent to withdraw, in this request for
comment, the Coast Guard is asking if
withdrawal is appropriate and if tribal
consultation specific to this rulemaking
is still appropriate.

DATES: Your comments and related
material must reach the Coast Guard on
or before January 16, 2018.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by docket number USCG—
2016-0916 using the Federal portal at
http://www.regulations.gov. See the
“Public Participation and Request for
Comments” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
further instructions on submitting
comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions about this
notification of intent, call or email
LCDR Christina Sullivan, U.S. Coast
Guard Sector Puget Sound; telephone
206—217-6042, email
SectorPugetSoundWWM®@uscg.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Table of Abbreviations

FR Federal Register
NPRM Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

II. Background and Purpose

We published a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) in the Federal
Register on February 10, 2017 (82 FR
10313), entitled ““Anchorages; Captain
of the Port Puget Sound Zone, WA.” In
the NPRM, we proposed the creation of
several new anchorages, holding areas,
and a non-anchorage area as well as the
expansion of one existing general
anchorage in the Puget Sound area, as

detailed in the proposed regulatory text.
The Coast Guard received input from a
number of tribes expressing concern
about the current rulemaking and based
on that input, we intend to withdraw
the proposed anchorage rule.

Four months after publishing the
NPRM, the Coast Guard provided notice
of its intent to conduct a government to
government consultation with the tribes
on the proposed rulemaking. In that
published notification of tribal
consultation (82 FR 25207, June 1,
2017), the Coast Guard stated that it
would post a written summary of the
government to government tribal
consultation to the docket, and that
members of the public would have time
to submit further comments between the
posting of the summary of the tribal
consultation and the closing of the
comment period. The tribal consultation
was postponed at the request of the
participants, and has not been
rescheduled.

Because the Coast Guard published a
notice of formal tribal government to
government consultation on this
proposed rule, the Coast Guard wants to
ensure that tribal governments have an
opportunity to indicate whether they
believe tribal consultation is necessary
in light of our intent to withdraw the
proposed rule. Tribal governments that
believe consultation on this proposed
rule is necessary should comment in the
docket, and may also contact the person
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this preamble.

Canceling tribal consultation on this
specific proposed rule does not prevent
other consultation from occurring. The
Coast Guard supports a separate
government to government consultation
with the tribes regarding tribal treaty
rights and broader issues of waterways
usage outside of the rulemaking process.
Accordingly, the Coast Guard will
conduct outreach regarding the scope of
a potential separate government to
government consultation independently
of this notification of intent and request
for comment.

If the Coast Guard decides to
withdraw the proposed rule, we will
issue a notification of withdrawal.

III. Information Requested

We are requesting comment from
interested persons, particularly from
tribal officials, tribal governments, tribal
organizations, and tribal members on
whether withdrawal is appropriate, and
whether a government to government
consultation on this anchorages
rulemaking is desired in light of the
Coast Guard’s intent to withdraw from
the rulemaking. Because the Coast
Guard intends to withdraw from this

rulemaking, the Coast Guard believes
that tribal government to government
consultation on this proposed
anchorages rulemaking is no longer
necessary.

IV. Public Participation and Request for
Comments

We encourage you to submit
comments through the Federal portal at
http://www.regulations.gov. If your
material cannot be submitted using
http://www.regulations.gov, contact the
person in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document for
alternate instructions. In your
submission, please include the docket
number for this notification of intent
and provide a reason for each suggestion
or recommendation.

We accept anonymous comments. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided. For more about privacy and
the docket, visit http://
www.regulations.gov/privacyNotice.

Documents mentioned in this
notification of intent as being available
in the docket, and all public comments,
will be in our online docket at http://
www.regulations.gov and can be viewed
by following that Web site’s
instructions.

This document is issued under
authority of 5 U.S.C. 552(a).

Dated: November 9, 2017.
David G. Throop,

Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard, Commander,
Thirteenth Coast Guard District.

[FR Doc. 2017-24942 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[EPA-R09-OAR-2017-0573; FRL-9970-86-
Region 9]

Approval of California Air Plan
Revisions, Mojave Desert Air Quality
Management District

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is proposing to approve a
revision to the Mojave Desert Air
Quality Management District
(MDAQMD) portion of the California
State Implementation Plan (SIP). This
revision concerns emissions of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) from marine
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and pleasure craft coating operations.
We are proposing to approve a local rule
to regulate these emission sources under
the Clean Air Act (CAA or the Act). We
are taking comments on this proposal
and plan to follow with a final action.
DATES: Any comments must arrive by
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R09—
OAR-2017-0573 at http://
www.regulations.gov, or via email to
Arnold Lazarus, Rulemaking Office at
lazarus.arnold@epa.gov. For comments
submitted at Regulations.gov, follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments. Once submitted, comments
cannot be removed or edited from
Regulations.gov. For either manner of
submission, the EPA may publish any
comment received to its public docket.
Do not submit electronically any
information you consider to be
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Multimedia

submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be
accompanied by a written comment.
The written comment is considered the
official comment and should include
discussion of all points you wish to
make. The EPA will generally not
consider comments or comment
contents located outside of the primary
submission (i.e. on the Web, cloud, or
other file sharing system). For
additional submission methods, please
contact the person identified in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.
For the full EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI or multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
http://www2.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Arnold Lazarus, EPA Region IX, (415)
972-3024, lazarus.arnold@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document, “we,
and “our” refer to the EPA.
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1. The State’s Submittal
A. What rule did the State submit?

Table 1 lists the rule addressed by this
proposal with the date that it was
adopted by the local air agency and
submitted by the California Air
Resources Board (CARB).

Local agency Rule #

Rule title

Amended Submitted

MDAQMD 1106

Marine and Pleasure Craft Coating Operations

10/24/2016 02/24/2017

On August 2, 2017, the EPA
determined that the submittal for
MDAQMD Rule 1106 met the
completeness criteria in 40 CFR part 51
Appendix V, which must be met before
formal EPA review.

B. Are there other versions of this rule?

We approved an earlier version of
Rule 1106 into the SIP on July 16, 2008
(73 FR 40754). The MDAQMD adopted
revisions to the SIP-approved version on
October 24, 2016 and CARB submitted
them to us on February 24, 2017.

C. What is the purpose of the submitted
rule revision?

VOCs help produce ground-level
ozone, smog and particulate matter,
which harm human health and the
environment. Section 110(a) of the CAA
requires states to submit regulations that
control VOC emissions. Rule 1106 was
revised primarily to implement
reasonably available control technology
(RACT) recommendations to strengthen
the overall VOC capture and control
efficiency from 85 to 90%, and to
generally adopt more stringent VOC
content limits for marine and pleasure
craft coatings. The EPA’s technical
support document (TSD) has more
information about this rule.

II. The EPA’s Evaluation and Action
A. How is the EPA evaluating the rule?

SIP rules must be enforceable (see
CAA section 110(a)(2)), must not
interfere with applicable requirements
concerning attainment and reasonable
further progress or other CAA
requirements (see CAA section 110(1)),
and must not modify certain SIP control
requirements in nonattainment areas
without ensuring equivalent or greater
emissions reductions (see CAA section
193).

Generally, SIP rules must require
RACT for each category of sources
covered by a Control Techniques
Guidelines (CTG) document as well as
each major source of VOCs in ozone
nonattainment areas classified as
moderate or above (see CAA section
182(b)(2)). The MDAQMD regulates an
ozone nonattainment area classified as
Severe for the 1997 and the 2008 8-Hour
Ozone National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (40 CFR 81.305). In addition,
Rule 1106 regulates activities covered
by two different CTGs: Control
Techniques Guidelines for Shipbuilding
and Ship Repair Operations (61 FR
44050), August 1996, and Control
Techniques Guidelines for
Miscellaneous Metal and Plastic Parts
Coatings EPA-453/R—08-003,

September 2008. Therefore, this rule
must implement RACT.

Guidance and policy documents that
we use to evaluate enforceability,
revision/relaxation and rule stringency
requirements for the applicable criteria
pollutants include the following:

1. “State Implementation Plans; General
Preamble for the Implementation of Title I of
the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990,” 57
FR 13498 (April 16, 1992); 57 FR 18070
(April 28, 1992).

2. “Issues Relating to VOC Regulation
Cutpoints, Deficiencies, and Deviations,”
EPA, May 25, 1988 (the Bluebook, revised
January 11, 1990).

3. “Guidance Document for Correcting
Common VOC & Other Rule Deficiencies,”
EPA Region 9, August 21, 2001 (the Little
Bluebook).

4. “Control Techniques Guidelines for
Shipbuilding and Ship Repair Operations”
(61 FR 44050), August 27, 1996.

5. “Alternative Control Techniques
Document: Surface Coating Operations at
Shipbuilding and Ship Repair Facilities EPA
453/R-94-032, April 1994.

6. “Control Techniques Guidelines for
Miscellaneous Metal and Plastic Parts
Coatings”” EPA-453/R—-08-003, September
2008.

B. Does the rule meet the evaluation
criteria?

Rule 1106 adds several new marine
and pleasure craft specialty coating
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categories, lowers the VOC content limit
of other specialty coating categories, and
lowers the VOC content limit for
solvents used for surface preparation.
Under the District’s October 23, 2006
SIP-approved rule, some of these new
specialty coating categories such as
Topcoats, Pleasure Craft, One
Component, and Two Component,
would have been covered under the
“General Use” category and been
subject to a more stringent VOC limit
when compared to the October 24, 2016
amended rule. The EPA reviewed the
potential gross emissions increase
associated with the new specialty
coating limits and estimates that total
VOC emissions associated with these
coatings may increase by approximately
250 pounds per year or approximately
0.001% of MDAQMD’s VOC inventory.
We conclude that this is a negligible
increase and would not impact
attainment. Because the potential gross
increase is minimal, we have not
calculated the net impact of the rule
revisions, including the emission
reductions from strengthened limits.
Our evaluation shows this rule is
consistent with CAA requirements and
relevant guidance regarding
enforceability, RACT, and SIP revisions.
The TSD has more information on our
evaluation.

C. EPA Recommendations To Further
Improve the Rule

The TSD describes additional rule
revisions that we recommend for the
next time the local agency modifies the
rule.

D. Public Comment and Proposed
Action

As authorized in section 110(k)(3) of
the Act, the EPA proposes to fully
approve the submitted rule because we
believe it fulfills all relevant
requirements. We will accept comments
from the public on this proposal until
December 18, 2017. If we take final
action to approve the submitted rule our
final action will incorporate this rule
into the federally enforceable SIP.

IIL. Incorporation by Reference

In this rule, the EPA is proposing to
include in a final EPA rule regulatory
text that includes incorporation by
reference. In accordance with
requirements of 1 CFR 51.5, the EPA is
proposing to incorporate by reference
the MDAQMD rule described in Table 1
of this preamble. The EPA has made,
and will continue to make, these
materials available through
www.regulations.gov and at the EPA
Region IX Office (please contact the
person identified in the FOR FURTHER

INFORMATION CONTACT section of this
preamble for more information).

IV. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Under the Clean Air Act, the
Administrator is required to approve a
SIP submission that complies with the
provisions of the Act and applicable
federal regulations. 42 U.S.C. 7410(k);
40 CFR 52.02(a). Thus, in reviewing SIP
submissions, the EPA’s role is to
approve state choices, provided that
they meet the criteria of the Clean Air
Act. Accordingly, this proposed action
merely proposes to approve state law as
meeting federal requirements and does
not impose additional requirements
beyond those imposed by state law. For
that reason, this proposed action:

¢ Is not a “significant regulatory
action” subject to review by the Office
of Management and Budget under
Executive Orders 12866 (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993) and 13563 (76 FR 3821,
January 21, 2011);

e does not impose an information
collection burden under the provisions
of the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.);

e is certified as not having a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

¢ does not contain any unfunded
mandate or significantly or uniquely
affect small governments, as described
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (Public Law 104—4);

¢ does not have Federalism
implications as specified in Executive
Order 13132 (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999);

¢ is not an economically significant
regulatory action based on health or
safety risks subject to Executive Order
13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997);

e is not a significant regulatory action
subject to Executive Order 13211 (66 FR
28355, May 22, 2001);

¢ is not subject to requirements of
Section 12(d) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement
Act of 1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note) because
application of those requirements would
be inconsistent with the Clean Air Act;
and

¢ does not provide the EPA with the
discretionary authority to address
disproportionate human health or
environmental effects with practical,
appropriate, and legally permissible
methods under Executive Order 12898
(59 FR 7629, February 16, 1994).

In addition, the SIP is not approved to
apply on any Indian reservation land or
in any other area where the EPA or an
Indian tribe has demonstrated that a

tribe has jurisdiction. In those areas of
Indian country, the rule does not have
tribal implications and will not impose
substantial direct costs on tribal
governments or preempt tribal law as
specified by Executive Order 13175 (65
FR 67249, November 9, 2000).

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference Intergovernmental relations,
Ozone, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Volatile organic
compounds.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: November 6, 2017.
Alexis Strauss,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 2017-25015 Filed 11~16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[EPA-R09-OAR-2017-0564; FRL-9970-87—
Region 9]

Approval of California Air Plan
Revisions, Mojave Desert Air Quality
Management District

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is proposing to approve
and conditionally approve revisions to
the Mojave Desert Air Quality
Management District (MDAQMD or
“District”’) portion of the California
State Implementation Plan (SIP). These
revisions concern the District’s
demonstration regarding Reasonably
Available Control Technology (RACT)
requirements for the 1997 8-hour ozone
and the 2008 8-hour ozone National
Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS or “standard”) in the portion
of the Western Mojave Desert ozone
nonattainment area under the
jurisdiction of the MDAQMD. The EPA
is also proposing to approve MDAQMD
negative declarations into the SIP for the
2008 ozone standards. We are proposing
action on local SIP revisions under the
Clean Air Act (CAA or Act). We are
taking comments on this proposal and
plan to follow with a final action.
DATES: Any comments must arrive by
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R09-
OAR-2017-0564 at https://
www.regulations.gov/, or via email to
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Nancy Levin, Rulemaking Office at
levin.nancy@epa.gov. For comments
submitted at Regulations.gov, follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments. Once submitted, comments
cannot be removed or edited from
Regulations.gov. For either manner of
submission, the EPA may publish any
comment received to its public docket.
Do not submit electronically any
information you consider to be
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Multimedia
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be
accompanied by a written comment.
The written comment is considered the
official comment and should include
discussion of all points you wish to
make. The EPA will generally not
consider comments or comment
contents located outside of the primary

submission (i.e. on the Web, cloud, or
other file sharing system). For
additional submission methods, please
contact the person identified in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.
For the full EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI or multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
https://www.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy Levin, EPA Region IX, (415) 942—
3848, levin.nancy@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document, “we,” “us”
and “our” refer to the EPA.

Table of Contents

I. The State’s Submittal
A. What documents did the State submit?

TABLE 1—SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS

B. Are there other versions of these
documents?
C. What is the purpose of the submitted
documents?
II. The EPA’s Evaluation and Proposed
Action
A. How is the EPA evaluating the
submitted documents?
B. Do the documents meet the evaluation
criteria?
C. EPA Recommendations To Further
Improve the RACT SIPs
D. Public Comment and Proposed Action
III. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews

I. The State’s Submittal

A. What documents did the State
submit?

Table 1 lists the documents addressed
by this proposal with the dates that they
were adopted by the local air agency
and submitted to the EPA by the
California Air Resources Board (CARB).

Local agency Document Adopted Submitted

MDAQMD ...... MDAQMD 8-Hour Reasonably Available Control Technology—State Implementation Plan 9/25/06 7/11/2007
Analysis (RACT SIP Analysis) “2006 RACT SIP”.

MDAQMD ...... MDAQMD 2015 8-Hour Reasonably Available Control Technology —State Implementation 2/23/15 9/9/2015
Plan Analysis (2015 RACT SIP Analysis) “2015 RACT SIP”.

MDAQMD ...... MDAQMD Federal Negative Declarations for Nineteen Control Techniques Guidelines 2/23/15 9/9/2015
Source Categories “Negative Declarations for 19 CTGs”.

In addition to these SIP submittals,
the District and CARB transmitted
commitment letters to the EPA to adopt
and submit specific enforceable
measures within a year of our
anticipated approval date that would
remedy the deficiencies identified in the
2017 MDAQMD and CARB letters to the
EPA.1

On January 11, 2008, the submittal for
MDAQMD’s RACT SIP for the 1997 8-
hour ozone NAAQS (2006 RACT SIP)
was deemed by operation of law to meet
the completeness criteria in Title 40 of
the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
part 51 Appendix V, which must be met
before formal EPA review. On March 9,
2016, the submittal for the MDAQMD’s
2015 RACT SIP, including negative
declarations for 19 CTGs, was found to
meet the completeness criteria.

B. Are there other versions of these
documents?

There are no previous versions of
these documents in the MDAQMD

1 Letters from Brad Poiriez, Mojave Desert Air
Quality Management District (MDAQMD) to Alexis
Strauss, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and Richard Corey, California Air Resources
Board (CARB), dated September 25, 2017 and
September 27, 2017. Letter from Jon Taylor, CARB,
to Alexis Strauss, EPA, dated October 3, 2017.

portion of the California SIP for the
1997 or 2008 8-hour ozone standards.

C. What is the purpose of the submitted
documents?

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
and nitrogen oxides (NOx) help produce
ground-level ozone and smog, which
harm human health and the
environment. Section 110(a) of the CAA
requires states to submit regulations that
control VOCs and NOx emissions.
Sections 182(b)(2) and (f) require that
SIPs for ozone nonattainment areas
classified as Moderate or above
implement RACT for any source
covered by a Control Techniques
Guidelines (CTG) document and for any
major source of VOCs or NOx. The
MDAQMD is subject to this requirement
as it regulates the San Bernardino
portion of the Western Mojave Desert
ozone nonattainment area that was
previously designated and classified as
a Moderate nonattainment area for the
1997 NAAQS and is currently classified
as a Severe-15 ozone nonattainment area
for the 1997 and the 2008 8-hour ozone
NAAQS.2 Therefore, the MDAQMD

240 CFR 81.305; 69 FR 23858 at 23884 (April 30,
2004) (final rule designating and classifying
Western Mojave Desert as a Subpart 2/Moderate
nonattainment for the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS);
77 FR 26950 (May 8, 2012) (final rule reclassifying

must, at a minimum, adopt RACT-level
controls for all sources covered by a
CTG document and for all major non-
CTG sources of VOCs or NOx within the
nonattainment area. Any stationary
source that emits or has the potential to
emit at least 100 tons per year of VOCs
or NOx is a major stationary source in

a Moderate ozone nonattainment area
(CAA section 182(b)(2), (f) and 302(j)),
and any stationary source that emits or
has the potential to emit at least 25 tons
per year of VOCs or NOx is a major
stationary source in a Severe ozone
nonattainment area (CAA sections
182(d) and ({)).

Section IV.G of the preamble to the
EPA’s final rule to implement the 1997
8-hour ozone NAAQS (70 FR 71612,
November 29, 2005) discusses RACT

Western Mojave Desert as Severe-15 nonattainment
for the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS); and 77 FR
30088 at 30100 (May 21, 2012) (final rule
designating and classifying Western Mojave Desert
as Severe-15 nonattainment for the 2008 8-hour
ozone NAAQS). Western Mojave Desert is listed in
the final rulemaking under “Los Angeles-San
Bernardino Cos (W Mojave Desert), CA: Los Angeles
County (part).” The EPA evaluated MDAQMD’s
2006 RACT SIP submittal as a Moderate ozone
nonattainment area since the District adopted its
2006 certification based on that classification. On
March 13, 2014, the MDAQMD provided additional
information to supplement its 2006 RACT SIP, to
address the EPA’s September 11, 2006 comments on
the 2006 RACT SIP.
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requirements. It states in part that where
a RACT SIP is required, states
implementing the 8-hour standard
generally must assure that RACT is
implemented, either through a
certification that previously required
RACT controls still represent RACT for
8-hour implementation purposes or
through a new RACT determination.
Section III.D of the preamble to the
EPA’s final rule to implement the 2008
ozone NAAQS (80 FR 12264, March 6,
2015) discusses similar requirements for
RACT. The submitted documents
provide MDAQMD’s analyses of its
compliance with the CAA section 182
RACT requirements for the 1997 and
2008 8-hour ozone NAAQS. The EPA’s
technical support documents (TSDs) 3
have more information about the
District’s submissions and the EPA’s
evaluations thereof.

II. The EPA’s Evaluation and Proposed
Action

A. How is the EPA evaluating the
submitted documents?

SIP rules must require RACT for each
category of sources covered by a CTG
document as well as each major source
of VOCs or NOx in ozone nonattainment
areas classified as Moderate or above
(see CAA section 182(b)(2)). The
MDAQMD regulates a Severe ozone
nonattainment area (see 40 CFR 81.305),
so the District’s rules must implement
RACT.

States should also submit for SIP
approval negative declarations for those
source categories for which they are not
adopting CTG-based regulations
(because they have no sources above the
CTG recommended threshold)
regardless of whether such negative
declarations were made for an earlier
SIP.4 To do so, the submittal should
provide reasonable assurance that no
sources subject to the CTG requirements
currently exist or are planned for the
MDAQMD.

The District’s analysis must
demonstrate that each major source of
NOx or VOCs in the nonattainment area
is covered by a RACT-level rule. In
addition, for each CTG source category,
the District must either demonstrate that
a RACT-level rule is in place, or submit
a negative declaration. Guidance and
policy documents that we use to
evaluate CAA section 182 RACT
requirements include the following:

3The docket for this proposed action contains
two TSDs, one addressing the 2006 RACT SIP, and
one addressing the 2015 RACT SIP and Negative
Declarations for 19 CTGs.

457 FR 13498, 13512 (April 16, 1992). The EPA
previously approved several negative declarations
submitted by MDAQMD. See 76 FR 29153 (May 20,
2011).

1. “Final Rule to Implement the 8-hour
Ozone National Ambient Air Quality
Standard—Phase 2”: (70 FR 71612;
November 29, 2005).

2. ““State Implementation Plans; General
Preamble for the Implementation of Title I of
the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990,”
57 FR 13498 (April 16, 1992); 57 FR 18070
(April 28, 1992).

3. “Issues Relating to VOC Regulation
Cutpoints, Deficiencies, and Deviations,”
EPA, May 25, 1988 (the Bluebook, revised
January 11, 1990).

4. “Guidance Document for Correcting
Common VOC & Other Rule Deficiencies,”
EPA Region 9, August 21, 2001 (the Little
Bluebook).

5. “State Implementation Plans; Nitrogen
Oxides Supplement to the General Preamble;
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
Implementation of Title I; Proposed Rule,”
(the NOx Supplement), 57 FR 55620,
November 25, 1992.

6. Memorandum from William T. Harnett
to Regional Air Division Directors, (May 18,
2006), “RACT Qs & As—Reasonably
Available Control Technology (RACT)
Questions and Answers.”

7. RACT SIPs, Letter dated March 9, 2006
from EPA Region IX (Andrew Steckel) to
CARB (Kurt Karperos) describing Region IX’s
understanding of what constitutes a
minimally acceptable RACT SIP.

8. RACT SIPs, Letter dated April 4, 2006
from EPA Region IX (Andrew Steckel) to
CARB (Kurt Karperos) listing EPA’s current
CTGs, ACTs, and other documents which
may help to establish RACT.

9. “Implementation of the 2008 National
Ambient Air Quality Standards for Ozone:
State Implementation Plan Requirements”
(80 FR 12264; March 6, 2015).

With respect to major stationary
sources, because the Western Mojave
Desert ozone nonattainment area was
classified as “Moderate” nonattainment
for the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS at the
time that California submitted the 2006
RACT SIP to the EPA, the EPA
evaluated this submission in accordance
with the 100 ton per year (tpy) threshold
for ““major stationary sources” of VOCs
or NOx emissions in Moderate ozone
nonattainment areas. (see CAA sections
182(b)(2) and (f)).

MDAQMD’s 2015 RACT SIP submittal
contains the District’s RACT evaluation
for major stationary sources in
accordance with the 25 tpy threshold for
major stationary sources of VOCs or
NOx emissions in Severe ozone
nonattainment areas. (see CAA sections
182(d) and (f)). The EPA also evaluated
MDAQMD’s submittals for compliance
with the additional RACT requirements
that became applicable following the
EPA’s reclassification of the Western
Mojave Desert ozone nonattainment area
from ‘“Moderate” to ‘“Severe”
nonattainment for the 1997 8-hour
ozone NAAQS and classification as a
Severe ozone nonattainment area for the
2008 8-hour ozone NAAQS.

B. Do the documents meet the
evaluation criteria?

We find that the District’s
submissions are largely consistent with
the applicable CAA requirements. The
District has identified rule deficiencies
for certain rules, and in light of the
District’s commitment to adopt specific
enforceable measures to remedy the
identified rule deficiencies, the EPA
will propose to conditionally approve
portions of the submittals.

The SIP submittals and
supplementary material demonstrate
that all of the identified SIP rules
implement RACT for the applicable
CTG categories and for the major non-
CTG stationary sources of VOCs and
NOx for the 1997 and 2008 8-hour
ozone NAAQS, with the exception of
the following rules: Rule 461, Gasoline
Transfer and Dispensing; Rule 462,
Organic Liquid Loading; Rule 463,
Storage of Organic Liquids; Rule 1104,
Organic Solvent Degreasing; Rule 1106,
Marine Coating Operations; Rule 1114,
Wood Products Coating Operations;
Rule 1115, Metal Parts & Product
Coating Operations; Rule 1157, Boilers
and Process Heaters; Rule 1160, Internal
Combustion Engines; Rule 1161, and
Portland Cements Kilns; Rule 1162,
Polyester Resin Operations.

On February 24, 2017, CARB
submitted an updated version of Rule
1106, Marine Coating Operations. The
EPA has concluded that the District’s
revisions of this rule cure the
deficiencies identified by the District in
its 2015 RACT SIP Analysis. We are
proposing approval of this rule in
parallel with the present proposed
action.

On September 25, 2017 and
September 27, 2017, the District
transmitted to CARB and the EPA
commitments to adopt new or revised
rules that will resolve the identified rule
deficiencies in the remaining rules, and
to transmit these rules to CARB no later
than December 31, 2018. On October 3,
2017, CARB committed to submit these
rules to the EPA no later than January
31, 2019.5 These letters commit the
District to adopt specific enforceable
measures to correct the rule
deficiencies, commit the state to submit
them to the EPA by a date certain, and
are clear and enforceable. Accordingly,
we believe these commitment letters are
consistent with CAA requirements
regarding conditional approval for the

5 Letters from Brad Poiriez, Mojave Desert Air
Quality Management District (MDAQMD) to Alexis
Strauss, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and Richard Corey, California Air Resources
Board (CARB), dated September 25 and September
27,2017. Letter from Jon Taylor, CARB, to Alexis
Strauss, EPA, dated October 3, 2017.
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2006 and 2015 RACT SIPs with respect
to the rules cited above.® See CAA
section 110(k)(4).

Where there are no existing sources
covered by a particular CTG document,
states may, in lieu of adopting RACT
requirements for those sources, adopt
negative declarations certifying that
there are no such sources in the relevant
nonattainment area. On September 9,
2015, CARB submitted for SIP inclusion

MDAQMD’s negative declarations for 19
CTG source categories. The District
certified that it examined its permit
files, emissions inventory and other
documentation and determined that
there are no sources in the CTG source
categories listed in Table 2.7 The
District adopted the negative
declarations on February 23, 2015, after
reasonable notice and public comment.8
We searched CARB’s emissions

inventory database and verified that
there did not appear to be facilities in
the MDAQMD that might be subject to
the 19 CTG categories. We conclude that
these negative declarations are
consistent with the relevant policy and
guidance regarding RACT. The TSDs for
today’s action have more information on
our evaluation.

TABLE 2—NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS

CTG source category

CTG reference document

Large Petroleum Dry Cleaners

Manufacture of High-Density Polyethylene,
Polypropylene, and Polystyrene Resins.

Manufacture of Pneumatic Rubber Tires

Surface Coating of Cans

Surface Coating of Coils

Surface Coating Operations at Automotive and
Light Duty Truck Assembly Plants.

Large Appliances, Surface Coatings

Surface Coating of Magnet Wire

Vacuum Producing Devices or Systems

Leaks from Petroleum Refinery Equipment

Process Unit Turnarounds ............cccocceevieennenne.

Equipment Leaks from Natural Gas/Gasoline
Processing Plants.

Manufacture of Synthesized Pharmaceutical
Products.

Air Oxidation Processes (SOCMI)

Reactor and Distillation Processes (SOCMI)

Equipment used in Synthetic Organic Chemical
Polymers and Resin Manufacturing.
Leaks from Petroleum Refinery Equipment

Metal Furniture Coating

Flat Wood Paneling

EPA 450/3—-82-009, 9/82 Control of VOC Emissions from Large Petroleum Dry Cleaners.

EPA-450/3-83-008, 11/83 Control of Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Manufacture
of High-Density Polyethylene, Polypropylene, and Polystyrene Resins.

EPA-450/2-78-030, Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Manufacture of Pneumatic
Rubber Tires.

EPA-450/2—77-008, 5/77 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Existing Stationary
Sources—Vol. II: Surface Coating of Cans, Coils, Paper, Fabrics, Automobiles, and Light-
Duty Trucks.

EPA-450/2—77-008, 5/77 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Existing Stationary
Sources—Vol. II: Surface Coating of Cans, Coils, Paper, Fabrics, Automobiles, and Light-
Duty Trucks.

EPA 453/R-08-006, 09/08, Control Technique Guidelines for Automobile and Light-Duty Truck
Assembly Coatings.®

EPA-450/2—77-008, 5/77 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Existing Stationary
Sources—Vol. II: Surface Coating of Cans, Coils, Paper, Fabrics, Automobiles, and Light-
Duty Trucks.

EPA-450/2—77-034, 12/77 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Existing Stationary
Sources—Volume V: Surface Coating of Large Appliances.

EPA 453/R-07-004, 09/07, Control Techniques Guidelines for Large Appliance Coatings.

EPA-450/2—77-033, 12/77 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Existing Stationary
Sources, Volume IV: Surface Coating of Insulation of Magnet Wire.

EPA-450/2—77-025, 10/77 Control of Refinery Vacuum Producing Systems, Wastewater Sep-
arators, and Process Unit Turnarounds.

EPA-450/2—77-025, 10/77 Control of Refinery Vacuum Producing Systems, Wastewater Sep-
arators, and Process Unit Turnarounds.

EPA-450/2—77-025, 10/77 Control of Refinery Vacuum Producing Systems, Wastewater Sep-
arators, and Process Unit Turnarounds.

EPA-450/3-83-007,12/83 Control of Volatile Organic Compound Equipment Leaks from Nat-
ural Gas/Gasoline Processing Plants.

EPA-450/2-78-029, 12/78 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Manufacture of Syn-
thesized Pharmaceutical Products.0

EPA-450/3-84—-015, 12/84 Control of Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Air Oxida-
tion Process in Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufacturing Industry (SOCMI).

EPA-450/4-91-031, 08/93 Control of Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Reactor
Process and Distillation Operations in SOCMI.

EPA-450/3-83-006, 03/84 Control of Volatile Organic Compound Leaks from Synthetic Or-
ganic Chemical Polymer and Resin Manufacturing Equipment.

EPA-450/2-78-036, 06/78 Control of Volatile Organic Compound Leaks from Petroleum Re-
finery Equipment.

EPA-450/2-77-032, 12/77 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Existing Stationary
Sources—Volume llI: Surface Coating of Metal Furniture.

EPA 453/R—-07-005, 09/07 Control Techniques Guidelines for Metal Furniture Coatings.

EPA-450/2-78-032, 06/78 Control of Volatile Organic Emissions from Existing Stationary
Sources—Volume VII: Factory Surface Coating of Flat Wood Paneling.

EPA-453/R-06—-004, 09/06 Control Techniques Guidelines for Flat Wood Paneling Coatings.

Accordingly, the District’s 2006 and
2015 RACT SIP submittals satisfy the
CAA section 182 RACT requirements,

6 We note that the District has begun acting on its
commitment. MDAQMD has drafted revisions to
Rules 461, 462, 463 and 1115 and is in the process
of responding to EPA’s comments on the
preliminary draft amendments.

7 Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
Federal Negative Declaration (8 hr Ozone Standard)

with the exception of the rules
identified above, which the District has

for Nineteen CTG Categories, signed by Eldon

Heaston, Executive Officer, signed on January 13,
2015, and Board adopted on February 23, 2015.

8 See Resolution 15-03; February 23, 2015.

9 The District also lists “Protocol for Determining
the Daily VOC Emission Rate of Automobile and
Light-Duty Truck Primer-Surfacer and Topcoat

either already corrected, or has
committed to correct.

Operations (EPA 453/R-08-002, 09/08),” however,
this document is not a CTG.

10 The District also lists “Control Techniques for
VOC Emissions from Stationary Sources: Industrial
Manufacturing Processes (EPA—453/R-92-018, 12/
92, NTIS PB—93-150-258),” however, this is not a
CTG document.
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Our 2006 and 2015 RACT SIP TSDs
have more information on our
evaluation.

C. EPA Recommendations To Further
Improve the RACT SIPs

The 2015 RACT SIP TSD describes
recommendations if additional emission
reductions are needed for the next time
the local agency modifies its rules.

D. Public Comment and Proposed
Action

If a portion of a plan revision meets
all the applicable CAA requirements,
section 110(k)(3) authorizes the EPA to
approve the plan revision in part. 42
U.S.C. 7410(k)(3). In addition, section
110(k)(4) authorizes the EPA to
conditionally approve a plan revision
based on a commitment by the state to
adopt specific enforceable measures by
a date certain but not later than one year
after the date of the plan approval. 42
U.S.C. 7410(k)(4). In this instance, the
enforceable measures that the state must
submit are new or revised rules that
correct the rule deficiencies identified
above. On October 3, 2017, the state
transmitted a commitment letter dated
September 25, 2017 from the MDAQMD
to adopt and transmit rules or rule
revisions to the state that correct the
deficiencies identified in Rule 461,
Gasoline Transfer and Dispensing; Rule
462, Organic Liquid Loading; Rule 463,
Storage of Organic Liquids; Rule 1104,
Organic Solvent Degreasing; Rule 1114,
Wood Products Coating Operations;
Rule 1115, Metal Parts and Product
Coating Operations; Rule 1157, Boilers
and Process Heaters; Rule 1160, Internal
Combustion Engines; Rule 1161,
Portland Cement Kilns; and Rule 1162,
Polyester Resin Operations no later than
December 31, 2018. The state also
transmitted a second commitment letter
from MDAQMD dated September 27,
2017 to adopt and transmit revised Rule
1104, Organic Solvent Degreasing and
Rule 1162, Polyester Resin Operations
no later than December 31, 2018. The
state’s transmittal letter commits the
state to submit to the EPA these rules no
later than January 31, 2019.

If the MDAQMD or the state fail to
comply with this commitment, this
proposed conditional approval would
convert to a disapproval and start an
18-month clock for sanctions under
CAA section 179(a)(2) and a two-year
clock for a federal implementation plan
under CAA section 110(c)(1).

As authorized in section 110(k)(3) and
(4) of the Act, the EPA proposes to
partially conditionally approve
MDAQMD'’s 2006 and 2015 RACT SIPs
with respect to Rule 461, Gasoline
Transfer and Dispensing; Rule 462,

Organic Liquid Loading; Rule 463,
Storage of Organic Liquids; Rule 1104,
Organic Solvent Degreasing; Rule 1114,
Wood Products Coating Operations;
Rule 1115, Metal Parts and Product
Coating Operations; Rule 1157, Boilers
and Process Heaters; Rule 1160, Internal
Combustion Engines; Rule 1161,
Portland Cement Kilns; and Rule 1162,
Polyester Resin Operations.
Simultaneously, EPA proposes to
partially approve the remainder of
MDAQMD’s 2006 and 2015 RACT SIPs,
and to fully approve MDAQMD’s
negative declarations, submitted on
September 9, 2015.

We will accept comments from the
public on this proposal until December
18, 2017. If we take final action to
approve the submitted documents, our
final action will incorporate these
documents into the SIP.

III. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Additional information about these
statutes and Executive Orders can be
found at http://www2.epa.gov/laws-
regulations/laws-and-executive-orders.

A. Executive Order 12866: Regulatory
Planning and Review and Executive
Order 13563: Improving Regulation and
Regulatory Review

This action is not a significant
regulatory action and was therefore not
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review.

B. Executive Order 13771: Reducing
Regulations and Controlling Regulatory
Costs

This action is not an Executive Order
13771 regulatory action because actions
such as SIP approvals are exempted
under Executive Order 12866.

C. Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)

This action does not impose an
information collection burden under the
PRA because this action does not
impose additional requirements beyond
those imposed by state law.

D. Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)

I certify that this action will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the RFA. This action will not
impose any requirements on small
entities beyond those imposed by state
law.

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(UMRA)

This action does not contain any
unfunded mandate as described in
UMRA, 2 U.S.C. 1531-1538, and does
not significantly or uniquely affect small

governments. This action does not
impose additional requirements beyond
those imposed by state law.
Accordingly, no additional costs to
state, local, or tribal governments, or to
the private sector, will result from this
action.

F. Executive Order 13132: Federalism

This action does not have federalism
implications. It will not have substantial
direct effects on the states, on the
relationship between the national
government and the states, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

G. Executive Order 13175: Coordination
With Indian Tribal Governments

This action does not have tribal
implications, as specified in Executive
Order 13175, because the SIP is not
approved to apply on any Indian
reservation land or in any other area
where the EPA or an Indian tribe has
demonstrated that a tribe has
jurisdiction, and will not impose
substantial direct costs on tribal
governments or preempt tribal law.
Thus, Executive Order 13175 does not
apply to this action.

H. Executive Order 13045: Protection of
Children From Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks

The EPA interprets Executive Order
13045 as applying only to those
regulatory actions that concern
environmental health or safety risks that
the EPA has reason to believe may
disproportionately affect children, per
the definition of “covered regulatory
action” in section 2—-202 of the
Executive Order. This action is not
subject to Executive Order 13045
because it does not impose additional
requirements beyond those imposed by
state law.

I. Executive Order 13211: Actions That
Significantly Affect Energy Supply,
Distribution, or Use

This action is not subject to Executive
Order 13211, because it is not a
significant regulatory action under
Executive Order 12866.

J. National Technology Transfer and
Advancement Act (NTTAA)

Section 12(d) of the NTTAA directs
the EPA to use voluntary consensus
standards in its regulatory activities
unless to do so would be inconsistent
with applicable law or otherwise
impractical. The EPA believes that this
action is not subject to the requirements
of section 12(d) of the NTTAA because
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application of those requirements would
be inconsistent with the CAA.

K. Executive Order 12898: Federal
Actions To Address Environmental
Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Population

The EPA lacks the discretionary
authority to address environmental
justice in this rulemaking.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
Nitrogen dioxide, Ozone, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Volatile
organic compounds.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: November 6, 2017.
Alexis Strauss,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 2017—-25017 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

42 CFR Part 71
RIN 0920-AA14

Foreign Quarantine Regulations,
Proposed Revision of HHS/CDC
Animal Importation Regulations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Advance notice of proposed
rulemaking; withdrawal.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), located
within the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) announces the
withdrawal of its 2007 advance notice of
proposed rulemaking (ANPRM). The
2007 ANPRM was issued to begin the
process of revising the regulations
concerning importation of animals and
animal products.

DATES: As of November 17, 2017, the
ANPRM published on July 31, 2007, at
72 FR 41676, is withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anne E. O’Connor, M.S., MT(ASCP),
Office of the Chief of Staff, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE., MS—A14, Atlanta, GA
30329; email: cdcregulations@cdc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July
31, 2007, HHS/CDC published an
advance notice of proposed rulemaking
(72 FR 41679) requesting input and
background information from the public
on revisions to HHS/CDC’s animal

importation regulations found at 42 CFR
part 71. The ANPRM had a 60-day
comment period. On October 1, 2007,
HHS/CDC published another notice (72
FR 55729) that extended the public
comment period to December 1, 2007.

In response to the ANPRM, HHS/CDC
received 20 public comments including
from individuals, organizations, three
animal-rescue advocacy groups, one
private pet business, and one state
government entity. Some commenters
asserted that the current regulations fail
to take into account the increasing
volume of animal imports and new
threats to human health and safety
posed by these imports. Other
commenters asserted that the same rules
and fees applicable to commercial
importers should be extended to non-
profit animal shelters, rescue groups,
and animal sanctuaries that effectively
function as pet stores. The topics that
received the most comments were
changing the rabies regimen and
requiring health certificate and unique
identifiers for dogs, cats, and ferrets;
and other strategies for preventing the
introduction, spread, and transmission
of zoonotic disease in the United States.

HHS/CDC believes the public interest
is best served by withdrawing the
ANPRM identified in this document
from rulemaking. The withdrawal of the
ANPRM identified in this document
does not preclude HHS/CDC from
initiating future rulemaking to prevent
the introduction, transmission, or
spread of communicable diseases from
foreign countries into the United States
and from one State or possession into
another.

The ANPRM published on July 31,
2007 (72 FR 41676), is hereby
withdrawn.

Dated: November 13, 2017.

Eric D. Hargan,

Acting Secretary, Department of Health and
Human Services.

[FR Doc. 2017-24951 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

42 CFR Part 73

[Docket No. CDC—-2015-0050]

RIN 0920-AA58

Possession, Use, and Transfer of
Select Agents and Toxins; Addition of

Certain Influenza Virus Strains to the
List of Select Agents and Toxins

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking;
withdrawal.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), located
within the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) announces the
withdrawal of its 2015 notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM). The 2015
NPRM proposed to add certain
influenza virus strains to the list of HHS
select agents and toxins.

DATES: The proposed rule published on
July 16, 2015 (80 FR 42079), is
withdrawn as of November 17, 2017.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Samuel S. Edwin, Director, Division of
Select Agents and Toxins, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600
Clifton Road NE., MS—A46, Atlanta, GA
30329. Telephone: (404) 718-2000.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On ]uly
16, 2015, HHS/CDC published a
proposed rule (80 FR 42079) to add
certain influenza virus strains to the list
of HHS select agents and toxins.
Specifically, HHS/CDC proposed to add
the influenza viruses that contain the
hemagglutinin (HA) from the Goose
Guangdong/1/96 lineage (the influenza
viruses that contain the hemagglutinin
(HA) from the A/Gs/Gd/1/96 lineage),
including wild-type viruses as a non-
Tier 1 select agent. HHS/CDC also
proposed to add any influenza viruses
that contain the HA from the A/Gs/Gd/
1/96 lineage that were made
transmissible among mammals by
respiratory droplets in a laboratory as a
Tier 1 select agent.

In response to the NPRM, HHS/CDC
received 24 comments from industry,
academic institutions, professional
organizations, and the public.
Commenters expressed concern about
balancing the risk of impeding research
against the risk of an accidental
laboratory incident or act of terrorism.
Other commenters were concerned that
regulation might further limit the ability
of veterinarians, researchers, and
farmers to identify and respond to
influenza outbreaks. Finally, some
commenters pointed out that highly
pathogenic avian influenza viruses are
already regulated as a Department of
Agriculture/Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (USDA/APHIS)
select agent. HHS/CDC agreed with the
commenters. Since the publication of
the NPRM, the U.S. Government has put
in place additional controls regarding
the funding and approval of dual use
research. In addition, HHS/CDC has
worked with USDA/APHIS to ensure
that biosafety and biosecurity protocols/
measures are in place for regulated
entities working with highly pathogenic
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avian influenza viruses to mitigate the
risk to public health and safety. Thus,
HHS/CDC believes the public interest is
best served by the withdrawal of the
NPRM identified in this document. The
withdrawal of the proposed rule
identified in this document does not
preclude HHS/CDC from initiating
future rulemaking concerning the
influenza viruses that contain the
hemagglutinin (HA) from the Goose
Guangdong/1/96 lineage (the influenza
viruses that contain the hemagglutinin
(HA) from the A/Gs/Gd/1/96 lineage),
including wild-type viruses or influenza
viruses that contain the HA from the A/
Gs/Gd/1/96 lineage that were made
transmissible among mammals by
respiratory droplets.

The NPRM published on July 16, 2015
(82 FR 42079), is hereby withdrawn.

Dated: November 13, 2017.
Eric D. Hargan,

Acting Secretary, Department of Health and
Human Services.

[FR Doc. 2017-24952 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

42 CFR Part 84

[Docket No. HHS-0S—2009-0019; NIOSH—
0137]

RIN 0920-AA33

Total Inward Leakage Requirements
for Respirators

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking;
withdrawal.

SUMMARY: The National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), located within
the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) announces the
withdrawal of its 2009 notice of
proposed rulemaking (NPRM). The 2009
NPRM proposed to establish total
inward leakage requirements for half-
mask, air-purifying particulate
respirators approved by NIOSH.

DATES: As of November 17, 2017, the
proposed rule published on October 30,
2009, at 74 FR 56141, is withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rachel Weiss, Office of the Director,
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, 1090 Tusculum
Avenue, MS—-C46, Cincinnati, OH
45226. Telephone: (855) 818-1629 (this
is a toll-free number); email:
NIOSHregs@cdc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
October 30, 2009, HHS published an
NPRM (74 FR 56141) that proposed to
establish total inward leakage
requirements for half-mask, air-
purifying particulate respirators
approved by NIOSH under regulations
found in 42 CFR part 84. The NPRM
included a 60-day comment period
closing on December 29, 2009, which
was eventually extended to September
30, 2010 (April 20, 2010, 75 FR 20546).
In response to the proposed rule, HHS
received comments from five respirator
manufacturers, one manufacturer of
laboratory test equipment, two labor
unions, one trade organization, one
state’s departments of public health and
occupational safety and health, three
consulting firms, and three private
individuals in the field of respiratory
protection. Stakeholders presented

evidence that the approval decision
outcomes could vary significantly
between human subject panels that
would be constituted according to the
proposed test protocol, and expressed
concern that the proposed approval
requirements would not improve the
performance of NIOSH-approved
respirators on the market and might
eliminate good-performing respirators
from the market. Stakeholders also
expressed concern that the cost of
conducting inward leakage testing using
the protocol proposed by NIOSH would
be prohibitive and that costs would
likely outweigh benefits.

As a result of the stakeholder input
submitted to the docket and during
public meetings, NIOSH decided
instead to pursue improved inward
leakage performance of this class of
respirators through participation in
national and international consensus
standard development efforts, rather
than rulemaking. Thus, HHS finds that
the public interest is best served by
withdrawing the 2009 total inward
leakage NPRM. The withdrawal of the
2009 total inward leakage NPRM does
not preclude HHS from initiating future
rulemaking concerning total inward
leakage requirements for half-mask, air-
purifying particulate respirators.

The NPRM published on October 30,
2009 (74 FR 56141) is hereby
withdrawn.

Dated: November 13, 2017.

Eric D. Hargan,

Acting Secretary, Department of Health and
Human Services.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24950 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

November 14, 2017.

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding (1) whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (3) ways to enhance
the quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by December 18,
2017 will be considered. Written
comments should be addressed to: Desk
Officer for Agriculture, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov
or fax (202) 395-5806 and to
Departmental Clearance Office, USDA,
OCIO, Mail Stop 7602, Washington, DC
20250-7602. Copies of the
submission(s) may be obtained by
calling (202) 720-8958.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to

the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Food and Nutrition Service

Title: Summer Meal Study.

OMB Control Number: 0584-NEW.

Summary of Collection: The USDA
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
and the National School Lunch Program
Seamless Summer Option (SSO) provide
healthy meals and snacks to children
through 18 years of age, in low-income
areas during summer months when
school is not in session. Legislation
requires programs participating in the
SFSP or SSO to participate in program
research and evaluation (Section 305 of
the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act).

Need and Use of the Information: In
July 2016, the programs served 3.85
million summer meals to participating
children. However, summer meals reach
only a small percent of the children
receiving free or reduced price meals
during the school year. This study will
help identify strategies to increase
participation in summer meals as well
as assess the nutritional quality of the
meals served to children.

Description of Respondents:
Individuals/Households (112,783);
Business-not-for-profit (734) and State,
Local & Tribal agencies (1,142).

Number of Respondents: 114,659.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Annually.

Total Burden Hours: 215,196.

Ruth Brown,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-24940 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Black Hills National Forest Advisory
Board

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Black Hills National
Forest Advisory Board (Board) will meet
in Rapid City, South Dakota. The Board
is established consistent with the
Federal Advisory Committee Act of
1972, the Forest and Rangeland
Renewable Resources Planning Act of
1974, the National Forest Management

Act of 1976, and the Federal Public
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act.
Additional information concerning the
Board, including the meeting summary/
minutes, can be found by visiting the
Board’s Web site at: http://
www.fs.usda.gov/main/blackhills/
workingtogether/advisorycommittees.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, January 10, 2018, at 1:00
.m.

All meetings are subject to
cancellation. For updated status of
meeting prior to attendance, please
contact the person listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Forest Service Center, 8221 Mount
Rushmore Road, Rapid City, South
Dakota.

Written comments may be submitted
as described under SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION. All comments, including
names and addresses, when provided,
are placed in the record and available
for public inspection and copying. The
public may inspect comments received
at the Black Hills National Forest
Supervisor’s Office. Please call ahead to
facilitate entry into the building.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Scott Jacobson, Committee Coordinator,
by phone at 605-440-1409 or by email
at sjjacobson@fs.fed.us.

Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—-8339
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.,
Eastern Standard Time, Monday
through Friday.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of the meeting is to provide:

(1) Information Topic: FY 2018 Forest
Budget Overview;

(2) Pile burning update;

(3) Over snow use;

(4) Recreation Site Analysis (RSA)
update;

(5) Black Hills Resilient Landscape
Project update; and

(6) Mountain pine beetle brood survey
report.

The meeting is open to the public. If
time allows, the public may make oral
statements of three minutes or less.
Individuals wishing to make an oral
statement should submit a request in
writing by December 26, 2017, to be
scheduled on the agenda. Anyone who
would like to bring related matters to
the attention of the Board may file


http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/blackhills/workingtogether/advisorycommittees
http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/blackhills/workingtogether/advisorycommittees
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written statements with the Board’s staff
before or after the meeting. Written
comments and time requests for oral
comments must be sent to Scott
Jacobson, Black Hills National Forest
Supervisor’s Office, 1019 North Fifth
Street, Custer, South Dakota 57730; by
email to sjjacobson@fs.fed.us, or via
facsimile to 605—-673-9208.

Meeting Accommodations: If you are
a person requiring reasonable
accommodation, please make requests
in advance for sign language
interpreting, assistive listening devices,
or other reasonable accommodation for
access to the facility or proceedings by
contacting the person listed in the
section titled FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT. All reasonable
accommodation requests are managed
on a case by case basis.

Dated: October 24, 2017.
Chris French,

Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest
System.

[FR Doc. 2017-24914 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3411-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Census Bureau

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; American
Community Survey Methods Panel
Tests

AGENCY: U.S. Census Bureau,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: To ensure consideration, written
comments must be submitted on or
before January 16, 2018.

ADDRESSES: Please direct all written
comments to Jennifer Jessup,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, Department of Commerce, Room
6616, 14th and Constitution Avenue
NW., Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at PRAcomments@doc.gov).
You may also submit comments,
identified by Docket number USBC—
2017-0006, to the Federal e-Rulemaking
Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. All
comments received are part of the
public record. No comments will be
posted to http://www.regulations.gov for

public viewing until after the comment
period has closed. Comments will
generally be posted without change. All
Personally Identifiable Information (for
example, name and address) voluntarily
submitted by the commenter may be
publicly accessible. Do not submit
Confidential Business Information or
otherwise sensitive or protected
information. You may submit
attachments to electronic comments in
Microsoft Word, Excel, WordPerfect, or
Adobe PDF file formats only.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should

be directed to Robin A. Pennington, U.S.

Census Bureau, Decennial Census
Management Division, 4600 Silver Hill
Rd., Washington, DC 20233, or email at
Robin.A.Pennington@census.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Abstract

The American Community Survey
(ACS) collects detailed socioeconomic
data from about 3.5 million addresses in
the United States and 36,000 in Puerto
Rico each year. The ACS also collects
detailed socioeconomic data from about
195,000 residents living in Group
Quarters (GQ) facilities. Resulting
tabulations from this data collection are
provided on a yearly basis. The ACS
allows the Census Bureau to provide
timely and relevant housing and
socioeconomic statistics, even for small
geographies.

An ongoing data collection effort with
an annual sample of this magnitude
requires that the ACS continue research,
testing, and evaluations aimed at
improving data quality, achieving
survey cost efficiencies, and improving
ACS questionnaire content and related
data collection materials. The ACS
Methods Panel is a research program
designed to address and respond to
survey issues and needs. From 2018 to
2021, the ACS Methods Panel may
include testing methods for increasing
survey efficiencies, reducing survey
cost, lessening respondent burden,
improving response rates, and
improving data quality.

At this time, plans are in place to
propose several tests: Self-response mail
messaging tests, a respondent burden
field test, testing the use of
administrative data, GQ testing, and two
content tests. Since the ACS Methods
Panel is designed to address emerging
issues, we may conduct additional
testing as needed. Any additional
testing would focus on methods for
reducing data collection costs,
improving data quality, improving the

respondent experience, revising content,
or testing new questions that have an
urgent need to be included on the ACS.

In response to declining response
rates and increasing costs, the Census
Bureau plans to study methods to
increase self-response, the least
expensive mode of data collection. The
Census Bureau currently sends up to
five mailings to a sampled address to
inform the occupants that their address
has been selected and to encourage
them to respond to the ACS. The
proposed tests would include changes
to messages included in the mailings to
motivate the public to respond to the
ACS. The proposed tests would also
include modifications to the materials,
including the mailing type (for example,
sending letters versus postcards).
Changes to the number of mailings or
the timing of the mailings may be
explored. The Census Bureau is also
considering testing automated phone
reminders.

In 2014, the ACS conducted a
comprehensive content review to ensure
that only the information needed is
requested and that the justifications
provided by federal agencies for the
ACS questions are current and valid
(Chappell and Obenski, 2014). The
Census Bureau takes very seriously
respondent burden and concerns and
recognizes that the content review
process was only an initial step to
addressing them. The Census Bureau
has worked hard to identify a range of
possibilities for reducing perceived
respondent burden while still
maintaining the irreplaceable quality
and richness of ACS data (Hughes et al.,
2015, Griffin and Hughes, 2013, Hughes
et al., 2016, Heimel et al., 2016, Oliver
et al., 2016). In a workshop held in
2016, the National Academies of
Science Committee on National
Statistics recommended identifying a
way to quantify or measure respondent
burden (National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
2016). The Census Bureau has begun
work to understand respondents’
experience responding to the ACS
through focus groups and cognitive
testing. The next step for this work is to
conduct a field test, implementing
questions to measure respondent
burden.

The Census Bureau has made
significant progress exploring the use of
administrative data in surveys and
censuses, potentially as a substitute for
questions asked of respondents.
Administrative data refer to data
collected by government agencies for
the purposes of administering programs
or providing services. The Census
Bureau has evaluated the availability
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and suitability of several different data
sources for use in the ACS on telephone
service, the year a residence was built,
condominium status, income, residence
one year ago, and self-employment
income. We are currently exploring
administrative data use for property
values, property taxes, and acreage.
Additionally, we plan to evaluate the
quality, coverage, and feasibility of
using administrative records in lieu of
enumeration for institutional GQs (U.S.
Census Bureau, 2017). In addition to
replacing questions on the survey,
administrative data may be used to
reduce burden of existing questions by
allowing for modification of the
questions. For example, the ACS
currently asks respondents to provide
their total income for the past 12
months as well as income received from
various sources (for example, wages,
interest, retirement income). We are
currently cognitively testing
modifications to the income questions,
including changing the reference year
from the past 12 months to the previous
calendar year, as well as only asking
respondents if income was received
from various sources rather than the
amount. As a continuation of this
research, the Census Bureau proposes a
field test of revised content, for income
as well as other topics both for the
housing unit questionnaire as well as
the GQ questionnaire. Some questions
may be modified while others would be
removed.

The ACS samples about 18,000 GQ
facilities each year. A GQ is a place
where people live or stay, in a group
living arrangement, which is owned or
managed by an entity or organization
providing housing and/or services for
the residents. There are two categories
of GQs: Institutional and non-
institutional. Institutional GQs include
places such as correctional facilities and
nursing homes. Non-institutional GQs
include college housing, military
barracks, and residential treatment
centers. Most interviews conducted in
GQs are interviewer-administered (over
90 percent of interviews in institutional
GQs and just under 75 percent in non-
institutional GQs), but some GQ
respondents self-respond using a paper
questionnaire. The Census Scientific
Advisory Committee Working Group on
Group Quarters in the ACS
recommended that the Census Bureau
consider making an “internet version of
the ACS available to non-institutional
GQ residents, especially in college
dorms, military barracks, and group
homes” (National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,
2016). Additional support was

identified for this in a workshop held in
2016 with the National Academies of
Science Committee on National
Statistics. The Census Bureau proposes
a field test of an internet self-response
GQ form for residents in non-
institutional GQs.

Working through the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)
Interagency Committee for the ACS, the
Census Bureau will solicit proposals
from other Federal agencies to change
existing questions or add new questions
to the ACS. The Census Bureau
proposes testing any new or revised
questions in one of two content tests. A
content test using all modes of data
collection will be conducted in 2021.
Conducting a self-response only content
test prior to 2021 allows the Census
Bureau to be more agile in reacting to
changes in society and legislation. The
objective of both content tests is to
determine the impact of changing
question wording and response
categories, as well as redefining
underlying constructs, on the quality of
the data collected. The Census Bureau
proposes to evaluate changes to current
questions by comparing the revised
questions to the current ACS questions.
For new questions, the Census Bureau
proposes to compare the performance of
two versions of any new questions and
benchmark results to other well-known
sources of such information.
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II. Method of Collection

Self-Response Mail Messaging Tests—
We will use the same self-response
modes we offer in ACS production data
collection, that is, internet and a mail-
back paper questionnaire. No
interviewer-administered interviews are
necessary for these tests. Different
strategies to encourage self-response
may be used, including changes to the
number and timing of the mailings, the
messages and materials included in
each mailing, as well as automated
telephone reminders. Testing is usually
conducted with split-sample
experiments, using current ACS
production materials as the control. The
Census Bureau expects to conduct up to
four self-response mail messaging tests
each year.

Respondent Burden Field Test—The
Census Bureau proposes adding several
optional questions about the
respondent’s perception of burden at the
end of the ACS interview. The questions
would allow respondents the
opportunity to give feedback after
completing the ACS and are intended to
measure the burden of the survey,
including the contacts we made to reach
the respondent, the time it took to
complete the survey, and how difficult
and sensitive it was for the respondent
to answer the questions. The questions
would be asked of respondents across
all modes of data collection: Internet,
paper questionnaires, and interviewer-
administered.

Testing the Use of Administrative
Data in Housing Units (HUs) and GQs—
We will test replacing or substituting all
or parts of the ACS with administrative

U.s.
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data, which could make it possible to
remove or modify the existing questions
on the questionnaire. Respondents
could be presented with a new version
of the questionnaire with some
questions not asked and others
modified, as compared to production
ACS. Evidence suggests that
respondents who respond to the ACS
using different modes of data collection
(internet, paper questionnaire, and
interviewer-administered) have different
socioeconomic characteristics.
Therefore, this test will include all
modes of data collection. This test
would include respondents in both HUs
and GQs.

Group Quarters Test—A sample of GQ
respondents will be given the option of
completing the survey via self-response
using an internet instrument. We would
evaluate the quality of the data received
from the internet compared to
traditional data collection methods for
GQs (paper questionnaires and
interviewer-administered) as well as
assess operational issues with offering
the internet option, including feedback
from interviewers.

Content Tests—The self-response
content test will include internet and
paper-questionnaires for data collection.
Additionally, assistance over the phone
will be offered to respondents, which
can result in an interview being

conducted. These interviews are
considered self-response in the ACS.
The test will be a split-sample
experiment with some respondents
assigned to receive current production
ACS content and some respondents
assigned to receive new and revised
content. Additionally, a follow-up
reinterview may be conducted with all
households who responded to measure
response burden as well as response
bias or response variance. Comparisons
will be made between the experimental
treatments to determine whether the
new or revised content produces better
data quality and/or reduces respondent
burden. The 2021 ACS Content Test will
be similar to the self-response content
test in that it will be a split-sample
experiment with a follow-up
reinterview. However, this test will
include all modes of data collection
(internet, mail, and interviewer-
administered).

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0607—0936.

Form Number(s): ACS—1, ACS-1(GQ),
ACS-1(PR)SP, ACS CAPI(HU) and ACS
RI(HU).

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:

Self-Response Mail Messaging Tests—
We estimate that each of the self-

response mail messaging tests will
include 60,000 respondents. We
anticipate there will be up to 14 tests
across the 3-year period.

Respondent Burden Field Test—
100,000.

Testing the Use of Administrative
Data—100,000.

Self-Response Content Test—100,000
respondents plus 63,000 respondents in
the follow-up reinterview.

2021 ACS Content Test—100,000
respondents plus 83,000 respondents in
the follow-up reinterview.

Estimated Time per Response:

Self-Response Mail Messaging Tests—
40 minutes.

Respondent Burden Field Test—50
minutes (10 minutes for the optional
follow-up questions).

Testing the Use of Administrative
Data in HUs and GQs—40 minutes.

Group Quarters Test—40 minutes
(includes both the interview with the
facility manager and the interview
itself).

Self-Response Content Test—40
minutes for the initial interview plus 20
minutes for the follow-up reinterview.

2021 ACS Content Test—40 minutes
for the initial interview plus 20 minutes
for the follow-up reinterview.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 297,445.

Estimated time per response

Test Estimated number of respondents (in minutes) Total burden hours

2018 Self-Response Mail Mes- | Test A—60,000 Test A—40 Test A—40,000.
saging Tests. Test B—60,000 .... Test B—40 Test B—40,000.
2019 Self-Response Mail Mes- | Test A—60,000 .... Test A—40 Test A—40,000.
saging Tests. Test B—60,000 .... Test B—40 Test B—40,000.
Test C—60,000 .... Test C—40 Test C—40,000.

Test D—60,000 ... Test D—40 Test D—40,000.

2020 Self-Response Mail Mes- | Test A—60,000 .... Test A—40 Test A—40,000.
saging Tests. Test B—60,000 Test B—40 Test B—40,000.
Test C—60,000 Test C—40 Test C—40,000.

Test D—60,000 ... Test D—40 Test D—40,000.

2021 Self-Response Mail Mes- | Test A—60,000 .... Test A—40 Test A—40,000.
saging Tests. Test B—60,000 .... Test B—40 Test B—40,000.

Test C—60,000
Test D—60,000

Test C—40,000.
Test D—40,000.
83,334.
66,667.

Respondent Burden Field Test ....... 100,000
Testing the Use of Administrative | 100,000
Data in HUs and GQs.
Group Quarters Test .......ccccceerereenns 500 i

Self-Response Content Test

2021 ACS Content Test

Initial Interview—100,000
Follow-up Reinterview—63,000 ...
Initial Interview—100,000
Follow-up Reinterview—=83,000 ...

40
Initial Interview—40
Follow-up Reinterview—20 .
Initial Interview—40
Follow-up Reinterview—20

334.

Initial Interview—66,667.
Follow-up Reinterview—21,000.
Initial Interview—66,667.
Follow-up Reinterview—27,667.

1,386,500

892,336 (over 3 years).

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: Except for their time, there is no
cost to respondents.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.
Sections 141 and 193.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
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whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Lead, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24943 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board
[B-69-2017]

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 52—Suffolk
County, New York; Notification of
Proposed Production Activity; Estee
Lauder Inc., (Hair Straightening Styling
Balm), Melville, New York

Estee Lauder Inc. (Estee Lauder)
submitted a notification of proposed
production activity to the FTZ Board for
its facilities in Melville, New York
within FTZ 52. The notification
conforming to the requirements of the
regulations of the FTZ Board (15 CFR
400.22) was received on November 2,
2017.

Estee Lauder already has authority to
manufacture and distribute skin care,
fragrance, and cosmetic products within
FTZ 52. The current request would add
a finished product (hair straightening
styling balm) to the scope of authority.
Pursuant to 15 CFR 400.14(b),
additional FTZ authority would be
limited to the finished product
described in the submitted notification
(as described below) and subsequently
authorized by the FTZ Board.

Production under FTZ procedures
could exempt Estee Lauder from
customs duty payments on the foreign-
status materials/components used in
export production. On its domestic
sales, for foreign-status materials/
components in the existing scope of
authority, Estee Lauder would be able to
choose the duty rate during customs
entry procedures that applies to hair

straightening styling balm (duty-free).
Estee Lauder would be able to avoid
duty on foreign-status components
which become scrap/waste. Customs
duties also could possibly be deferred or
reduced on foreign-status production
equipment.

Public comment is invited from
interested parties. Submissions shall be
addressed to the Board’s Executive
Secretary at the address below. The
closing period for their receipt is
December 27, 2017.

A copy of the notification will be
available for public inspection at the
Office of the Executive Secretary,
Foreign-Trade Zones Board, Room
21013, U.S. Department of Commerce,
1401 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230-0002, and in the
“Reading Room” section of the Board’s
Web site, which is accessible via
www.trade.gov/ftz.

For further information, contact
Juanita Chen at Juanita.Chen@trade.gov
or (202) 482-1378.

Dated: November 13, 2017.
Andrew McGilvray,
Executive Secretary.
[FR Doc. 201724972 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration

[C-552-819]

Certain Steel Nails From the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam: Notice of
Rescission of Countervailing Duty
Administrative Review, 2016

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(the Department) is rescinding the
administrative review of the
countervailing duty (CVD) order on
certain steel nails (steel nails) from the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam (Vietnam)
for the period January 1, 2016, to
December 31, 2016, based on the timely
withdrawal of the request for review.

DATES: Applicable November 17, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Yasmin Bordas, AD/CVD Operations,
Office VI, Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—-3813
and (202) 482-7438, respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On July 3, 2017, the Department
published in the Federal Register a
notice of opportunity to request an
administrative review of the CVD order
on steel nails from Vietnam for the
period January 1, 2016, to December 31,
2016.1 On July 31, 2017, the Department
received a timely request, in accordance
with section 751(a) of the Tariff Act of
1930, as amended (the Act), from Mid
Continent Steel & Wire Inc. (the
petitioner) to conduct an administrative
review of this CVD order with respect to
14 companies.2 Based upon this request,
on September 13, 2017, in accordance
with section 751(a) of the Act, the
Department published in the Federal
Register a notice of initiation of
administrative review for this CVD
order.? On September 28, 2017, the
petitioner timely withdrew its request
for an administrative review for each of
the 14 companies.*

Rescission of Review

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.213(d)(1), the
Secretary will rescind an administrative
review, in whole or in part, if a party
who requested the review withdraws
the request within 90 days of the date
of publication of the notice of initiation
of the requested review. As noted above,
the petitioner withdrew its request for
review by the 90-day deadline. No other
party requested an administrative
review. Accordingly, we are rescinding
the administrative review of the CVD
order on steel nails from Vietnam
covering the period January 1, 2016, to
December 31, 2016.

Assessment

The Department will instruct U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to
assess CVDs on all appropriate entries at
a rate equal to the cash deposit of
estimated CVDs required at the time of
entry, or withdrawal from warehouse,
for consumption, during the period
January 1, 2016, to December 31, 2016,
in accordance with 19 CFR
351.212(c)(1)(i). The Department
intends to issue appropriate assessment
instructions directly to CBP 15 days
after publication of this notice in the
Federal Register.

1See Antidumping or Countervailing Duty Order,
Finding, or Suspended Investigation; Opportunity
to Request Administrative Review, 82 FR 30833
(July 3, 2017).

2 See Letter from the petitioner re: Certain Steel
Nails from Vietnam: Request for Administrative
Reviews, dated July 31, 2017.

3 See Initiation of Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Administrative Reviews, 82 FR
42974 (September 13, 2017) (Initiation Notice).

4 See Letter from the petitioner re: Certain Steel
Nails from Vietnam: Withdrawal of Request for
Administrative Reviews, dated September 28, 2017.
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Notification to Importers

This notice serves as the only
reminder to importers of their
responsibility under 19 CFR
351.402(f)(2) to file a certificate
regarding the reimbursement of
countervailing duties prior to
liquidation of the relevant entries
during this review period. Failure to
comply with this requirement could
result in the presumption that
reimbursement of the countervailing
duties occurred and the subsequent
assessment of doubled countervailing
duties.

Notification Regarding Administrative
Protective Order

This notice also serves as the only
reminder to parties subject to
administrative protective order (APO) of
their responsibility concerning the
return or destruction of proprietary
information disclosed under an APO in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3).
Timely written notification of the
return/destruction of APO materials or
conversion to judicial protective order is
hereby requested. Failure to comply
with the regulations and terms of an
APO is a violation which is subject to
sanction. This notice is issued and
published in accordance with sections
751 of the Act and 19 CFR
351.213(d)(4).

Dated: November 13, 2017.
James Maeder,
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Antidumping/Countervailing Duty
Operations Enforcement and Compliance
(E&C).
[FR Doc. 2017-24967 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

Notice of Meeting: Summit on Trade-
Related Standards Issues

ACTION: Request for public comments
and notice of opportunity to apply to
participate in an internal International
Trade Administration summit on trade-
related standards issues.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
International Trade Administration
(ITA) is seeking input from U.S.
stakeholders (companies, private sector
organizations and trade associations
active in trade-related standards work)
on standards, conformity assessment
and regulatory trends and challenges in
foreign markets and the assistance they
require from ITA to effectively address
standards-related trade barriers and

trends to take advantage of export
opportunities. ITA will use this input in
reviewing how to improve services and
programs to best meet the needs of U.S.
stakeholders in the standards area. In
addition, ITA will convene an internal
summit on how to improve such
services and programs on March 6-7,
2018 in Washington, DC, and is
soliciting private sector requests for
limited opportunities to participate in
portions of the summit.

DATES: Although input is always
welcome, for consideration as part of
the immediate review, submit
comments by December 18, 2017.
Requests to participate in the March 6—
7, 2018 ITA internal summit also must
be received by COB on December 18,
2017.

ADDRESSES: Comments can be submitted
online or in writing. Written
submissions should be directed to
Renee Hancher, Office of Standards and
Investment Policy, Industry and
Analysis, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Room 28019, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20230. Online submissions should
be submitted using http://
www.regulations.gov. To ensure the
timely receipt and consideration of
comments, ITA strongly encourages
commenters to make online submissions
using http://www.regulations.gov.
Comments should be submitted under
docket ITA-2017-0007.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact Renee Hancher in the Office of
Standards and Investment Policy,
Industry and Analysis, International
Trade Administration, by telephone at
(202) 482—3493 (this is not a toll-free
number) or email at Renee.Hancher@
trade.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background: The International Trade
Administration (ITA) is the premier
resource for American companies
competing in the global marketplace.
ITA has more than 2,200 employees
assisting U.S. exporters in more than
100 U.S. cities and 75 markets
worldwide. For more information on
ITA visit www.trade.gov. Additional
information about ITA’s standards
activities is available at http://
www.trade.gov/td/standards/
index.html.

Request for Input: ITA is currently
reviewing its trade-related standards
services and programs in support of U.S.
stakeholders to ensure that the services
and assistance provided best meet the
needs of U.S. stakeholders and support
the expansion of the U.S. economy and
creation of U.S. jobs. Trade-related

standards work includes work related to
the adoption and recognition of
standards; standards dialogues and
other bilateral and regional engagements
with trading partners; preparation of
standards information in ITA
publications such as Top Market reports
and Country Commercial Guides; and
work to address adoption,
implementation, and enforcement of
technical regulations and conformity
assessment procedures inconsistent
with World Trade Organization and free
trade agreement obligations. ITA is
specifically seeking information on
trade-related standards trends in foreign
markets, the challenges U.S. exporters
are encountering in those markets, and
the assistance needed from the U.S.
Government, and specifically ITA, to
address those challenges and take
advantage of export opportunities. ITA
will use this input in reviewing how to
improve ITA standards-related services
and programs to best meet the needs of
U.S. stakeholders, including during an
internal summit of ITA staff working on
trade-related standards issues on March
6—7, 2018 in Washington, DC.

Comments submitted may include
information about key standards trends
affecting the global competitiveness of
U.S. industry; stakeholder experiences,
if any, with ITA services that aid
stakeholders in understanding and
acting on standards-related trade and
regulatory issues; and suggestions for
improving ITA services in the standards
area. Respondents do not need to have
detailed knowledge of or experience
with ITA standards-related services, but
those that do may note this in their
submissions.

Submitting Comments Using http://
www.regulations.gov: To find the correct
docket, enter ITA—2017-0007 in the
“Enter Keyword or ID” window at the
http://www.regulations.gov home page
and click “Search.” The site will
provide a search-results page listing all
documents associated with the docket
number. Find a reference to this notice
by selecting ‘“Notice” under ‘“Document
Type” on the search-results page, and
click on the link entitled “Comment
now!” The http://www.regulations.gov
Web site provides the option of making
submissions by filling in a comment
field, or by attaching a document. ITA
prefers submissions to be provided in an
attached document. (For further
information on using http://
www.regulations.gov, please consult the
resources provided on the Web site by
clicking on the “Help” tab.)

Do not include any privileged or
confidential business information in
comments submitted. The file name
should begin with the character “P”


http://www.trade.gov/td/standards/index.html
http://www.trade.gov/td/standards/index.html
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(signifying that the comments contain
no privileged or confidential business
information and can be posted
publicly), followed by the name of the
person or entity submitting the
comments. Written submissions should
include an original and five (5) copies.

Please do not attach separate cover
letters to electronic submissions; rather,
include any information that might
appear in a cover letter in the comments
themselves. Similarly, to the extent
possible, please include any exhibits,
annexes, or other attachments in the
same file as the submission itself, not as
separate files.

Opportunity to present during the ITA
Internal Summit: The Summit will
convene ITA staff from headquarters
and the domestic and foreign fields to
develop recommendations for
improving standards-related services
and programs for ITA stakeholders. It
will include “open sessions” with
private sector stakeholders where they
may share their priorities and
recommendations for ITA’s work on
trade-related standards issues. To
accommodate as many stakeholders as
possible, the time per stakeholder will
be limited. Stakeholders interested in
presenting during a summit open
session must apply by December 18,
2017, identifying the name and address
of the proposed speaker and including
a brief description of the stakeholder
interest and intended remarks.
Stakeholders are limited to one
presenter per company or organization.

In seeking private sector presenters,
ITA will consider factors such as: (1)
Frequency and type of standards-related
trade barriers experienced with the goal
of selecting presenters with significant
experience working to overcome
standards-related barriers in foreign
markets, and whose experience
represents the spectrum of such barriers
experienced by U.S. exporters (e.g.,
challenges with standards development,
testing and conformity assessment, and
meeting standards-related regulatory
requirements in foreign markets); and
(2) balance of industries and roles with
the goal of selecting presenters that
represent a mix of industries affected by
standards-related trade barriers, and
who are conversant on issues affecting
U.S. stakeholders/exporters (standards
development, conformity assessment,
and technical regulations).

Chris Rosettie,

Director, Office of Standards and Investment
Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-24605 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DR—P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-201-836]

Light-Walled Rectangular Pipe and
Tube From Mexico: Initiation and
Expedited Preliminary Results of
Changed Circumstances Review

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(Department) is simultaneously
initiating and issuing the preliminary
results of a changed circumstances
review (CCR) of the antidumping duty
order on light-walled rectangular pipe
and tube (LWRPT) from Mexico,
consistent with section 751(b) of the
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (the Act)
and 19 CFR 351.216 and
351.221(c)(3)(ii). Based on the
information on the record, we
preliminarily determine that Perfiles
LM, S.A. de C.V. (Perfiles) is the
successor-in-interest to Perfiles y
Herrajes LM, S.A. de C.V. (Perfiles y
Herrajes). Interested parties are invited
to comment on these preliminary
results.

DATES: Applicable November 17, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Madeline R. Heeren, AD/CVD
Operations, Office VI, Enforcement and
Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW., Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
(202) 482-9179.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

On August 5, 2008, the Department
published the antidumping duty order
on LWRPT from Mexico.? On July 31,
2017, Perfiles y Herrajes informed the
Department that, effective July 11, 2017,
it had changed its name to ”” Perfiles
LM, S.A. de C.V.,” (i.e., Perfiles) and
requested that the Department conduct
a CCR under 19 CFR 351.216(b) to
determine that Perfiles is the successor-
in-interest to Perfiles y Herrajes for
purposes of determining Perfiles’
antidumping duty cash deposits and
liabilities.2

1 See Light-Walled Rectangular Pipe and Tube
from Mexico, the People’s Republic of China, and
the Republic of Korea: Antidumping Duty Orders;
Light-Walled Rectangular Pipe and Tube from the
Republic of Korea: Notice of Amended Final
Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair Value, 73
FR 45403 (August 5, 2008) (Order).

2 See Letter, “Light-Walled Rectangular Pipe and
Tube from Mexico—Notice of Change in Company
Name,” dated July 31, 2017 (CCR Request).

On August 17, 2017, the Department
declined to initiate the CCR that Perfiles
y Herrajes requested, citing the need for
additional information pertaining to any
changes in management, production
facilities, customers, and suppliers.3
Therefore, the Department issued
Perfiles y Herrajes a questionnaire. On
October 2, 2017, Perfiles y Herrajes filed
its response, in which it provided
additional information to support its
request.2 We have received no
comments from any other interested

party.
Scope of the Review

The merchandise subject to this order
is certain welded carbon-quality light-
walled steel pipe and tube, of
rectangular (including square) cross
section, having a wall thickness of less
than 4 mm.

The term carbon-quality steel
includes both carbon steel and alloy
steel which contains only small
amounts of alloying elements.
Specifically, the term carbon-quality
includes products in which none of the
elements listed below exceeds the
quantity by weight respectively
indicated: 1.80 percent of manganese, or
2.25 percent of silicon, or 1.00 percent
of copper, or 0.50 percent of aluminum,
or 1.25 percent of chromium, or 0.30
percent of cobalt, or 0.40 percent of
lead, or 1.25 percent of nickel, or 0.30
percent of tungsten, or 0.10 percent of
molybdenum, or 0.10 percent of
niobium, or 0.15 percent vanadium, or
0.15 percent of zirconium.

The description of carbon-quality is
intended to identify carbon-quality
products within the scope. The welded
carbon-quality rectangular pipe and
tube subject to this order is currently
classified under the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS)
subheadings 7306.61.50.00 and
7306.61.70.60. While HTSUS
subheadings are provided for
convenience and customs purposes, our
written description of the scope of this
order is dispositive.5

3 See Letter, “‘Light-Walled Rectangular Pipe and
Tube from Mexico: Antidumping Duty Changed
Circumstances Review Deficiency Questionnaire,”
dated August 17, 2017 (CCR Questionnaire).

4 See Letter, “Light-Walled Rectangular Pipe and
Tube from Mexico—Response to August 17
Questionnaire,” dated October 2, 2017 (CCR
Questionnaire Response).

5For a complete description of the scope of the
order, see Memorandum, ‘‘Light-Walled
Rectangular Pipe and Tube from Mexico: Initiation
and Expedited Preliminary Results of Changed
Circumstances Review,” dated concurrently with,
and hereby adopted by, these preliminary results
(Preliminary Decision Memorandum).
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Initiation of Changed Circumstances
Review

Pursuant to section 751(b)(1) of the
Act and the Department’s regulations
(19 CFR 351.216 and 351.221(c)(3)), the
Department will conduct a CCR upon
receipt of information concerning, or a
request from an interested party for a
review of, an order which shows
changed circumstances sufficient to
warrant a review of the order. Generally,
in the past, the Department has used
CCRs to address the applicability of
cash deposit rates after there have been
changes in the name or structure of a
respondent, such as a merger or spinoff
(i.e., successor-in-interest, or
successorship determinations).6

Perfiles y Herrajes states that, effective
July 11, 2017, Perfiles y Herrajes
changed its name to Perfiles.”
Consistent with Department practice, as
further discussed in the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum, we find that the
information submitted by Perfiles y
Herrajes demonstrates changed
circumstances sufficient to warrant a
review.8 Therefore, in accordance with
section 751(b)(1) of the Act and 19 CFR
351.216(d), the Department is initiating
a CCR to determine whether Perfiles is
the successor-in-interest to Perfiles y
Herrajes.

Preliminary Results

When it concludes that expedited
action is warranted, the Department
may publish the notice of initiation and
preliminary results of a CCR in a single
notice.? The Department has combined
the notice of initiation and preliminary
results in successor-in-interest cases
when sufficient documentation has been
provided supporting the request to make
a preliminary determination.1? In this
instance, because the record contains
information necessary to support the
request for a preliminary determination,
we find that expedited action is
warranted, and we are combining the
notice of initiation and the notice of
preliminary results, in accordance with
19 CFR 351.221(c)(3)(ii).

6 See, e.g., Crystalline Silicon Photovoltaic Cells,
Whether or Not Assembled Into Modules, from the
People’s Republic of China: Final Results of
Changed Circumstances Review, 81 FR 91909
(December 19, 2016) (Solar Cells PRC 2016 CCR
Final).

7 See CCR Request at 1.

8 See 19 CFR 351.216(d).

9 See 19 CFR 351.221(c)(3)(ii).

10 See, e.g., Initiation and Preliminary Results of
Antidumping Duty Changed Circumstances Review:
Crystalline Silicon Photovoltaic Cells, Whether or
Not Assembled Into Modules, from the People’s
Republic of China, 81 FR 76561 (November 3,
2016), unchanged in Solar Cells PRC 2016 CCR
Final.

In a CCR, we generally consider a
company to be the successor-in-interest
to another company for antidumping
cash deposit purposes if the operations
of the successor-in-interest are not
materially dissimilar from those of its
predecessor.1! In making this
determination, the Department
examines a number of factors including,
but not limited to, changes in: (1)
Management; (2) production facilities;
(3) suppliers; and (4) customer base.12
While no one or several of these factors
will necessarily provide a dispositive
indication of succession, the
Department will generally consider one
company to be the successor-in-interest
to another company if its resulting
operation is essentially the same as that
of its predecessor.13 Thus, if the
evidence demonstrates that, with
respect to the production and sale of the
subject merchandise, the new company
operates as the same business entity as
the prior company, the Department will
assign the new company the cash
deposit rate of its predecessor.14

In its CCR Questionnaire Response,
Perfiles y Herrajes provided evidence
demonstrating that Perfiles’ operations
are not materially dissimilar from those
of its predecessor, Perfiles y Herrajes.15
Specifically, the record indicates that
there have not been any material
changes to management,16 production
facilities,” suppliers,® or customer
base.19 Based on the foregoing findings,
which are explained in greater detail in
the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum,2° the Department
preliminarily determines that Perfiles is
the successor-in-interest to Perfiles y
Herrajes and, as such, it is entitled to
Perfiles y Herrajes’ antidumping cash
deposit rate with respect to entries of
subject merchandise. Should our final
results remain the same as these
preliminary results, we will instruct

1Id.

12 See Initiation and Preliminary Results of
Antidumping Duty Changed Circumstances Review:
Multilayered Wood Flooring from the People’s
Republic of China, 79 FR 48117, 48118 (August 15,
2014), unchanged in Multilayered Wood Flooring
from the People’s Republic of China: Final Results
of Changed Circumstances Review, 79 FR 58740
(September 30, 2014).

13]d.

14 See Solar Cells PRC 2016 CCR Final, 81 FR at
91910.

15 See Letter, “‘Light-Walled Rectangular Pipe and
Tube from Mexico—Response to August 17
Questionnaire,” dated October 2, 2017 (CCR
Questionnaire Response).

16 Id. at 5-6, Appendices A—3—-A, A—3-B, A—4-A,
and A—4-B.

17 Id. at 9-10, Appendices A-7—A, A-7-B, and A—
7-C.

18]d. at 11, Appendices A-8-A, and A-8-B.

19]d. at 8, Appendices A—6—A, and A—6-B.

20 See Preliminary Decision Memorandum.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection to
suspend liquidation of entries of
LWRPT produced and/or exported by
Perfiles and apply the antidumping cash
deposit rate applicable to Perfiles y
Herrajes, effective the date of
publication of the final results.

Public Comment

Interested parties may submit case
briefs not later than 30 days after the
date of publication of this notice.2?
Rebuttal briefs, limited to issues raised
in the case briefs, may be filed by no
later than five days after the deadline for
filing case briefs.22 Parties who submit
case or rebuttal briefs in this CCR are
requested to submit with each
argument: (1) A statement of the issue;
and (2) a brief summary of the argument
with an electronic version included.23

Any interested party may request a
hearing within 30 days of publication of
this notice.24 Hearing requests should
contain the following information: (1)
The party’s name, address, and
telephone number; (2) the number of
participants; and (3) a list of the issues
to be discussed. Oral presentations at
the hearing will be limited to issues
raised in the briefs. If a request for a
hearing is made, parties will be notified
of the time and date for the hearing to
be held at the U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW., Washington, DC 20230 in a room
to be determined.25

All submissions, with limited
exceptions, must be filed electronically
using Enforcement and Compliance’s
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Centralized Electronic Service System
(ACCESS). An electronically filed
document must be received successfully
in its entirety by 5 p.m. Eastern Time
(ET) on the due date. Documents
excepted from the electronic submission
requirements must be filed manually
(i.e., in paper form) with the APO/
Dockets Unit in Room 18022 and
stamped with the date and time of
receipt by 5 p.m. ET on the due date.26

Unless extended, consistent with 19
CFR 351.216(e), we intend to issue the
final results of this CCR no later than
270 days after the date on which this
review was initiated or within 45 days
if all parties agree to the outcome of the
review. We intend to issue and publish
this initiation and preliminary results

21 See 19 CFR 321.309

22 See 19 CFR 351.309

23 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2).

24 See 19 CFR 351.310(c)

25 See 19 CFR 351.310(d)

26 See Antidumping and Countervailing Duty
Proceedings: Electronic Filing Procedures:
Administrative Protective Order Procedures, 76 FR
39263 (July 6, 2011).

c)(1)(ii).
d)(1).
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notice in accordance with sections
751(b)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act and 19
CFR 351.216 and 351.221(c)(3) of the
Department’s regulations.

Dated: November 13, 2017.
Gary Taverman,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations,
performing the non-exclusive functions and
duties of the Assistant Secretary for
Enforcement and Compliance.

[FR Doc. 2017-24965 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-570-918]

Steel Wire Garment Hangers From the
People’s Republic of China: Final
Results of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review; 2015-2016

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: On August 9, 2017, the
Department of Commerce (Department)
published in the Federal Register the
Preliminary Results of the
administrative review of the
antidumping duty order on Steel Wire
Garment Hangers from the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) covering the
period October 1, 2015, through
September 30, 2016. This review
covered Hangzhou Yingqing Material
Co. Ltd. and Hangzhou Qingging
Mechanical Co. Ltd. (collectively,
Yingqing), and Shanghai Wells Hanger
Co., Ltd./Hong Kong Wells Ltd.
(collectively, Shanghai Wells).

The Department gave interested
parties an opportunity to comment on
the Preliminary Results, but we received
no comments. Hence, the final results
are unchanged from the Preliminary
Results and we continue to find that
Shanghai Wells sold merchandise at
prices below the normal value and
Yingqing is not eligible for a separate
rate during the period of review.
DATES: Applicable November 17, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Katrina Clemente, AD/CVD Operations,
Office V, Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482—0783.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On August 9, 2017, the Department
published the Preliminary Results and
gave interested parties an opportunity to

comment.? The Department received no
comments. The Department conducted
this review in accordance with section
751(a)(1)(B) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended (the Act).

Scope of the Order

The merchandise subject to the order
is steel wire garment hangers, fabricated
from carbon steel wire, whether or not
galvanized or painted, whether or not
coated with latex or epoxy or similar
gripping materials, and/or whether or
not fashioned with paper covers or
capes (with or without printing) and/or
nonslip features such as saddles or
tubes. These products may also be
referred to by a commercial designation,
such as shirt, suit, strut, caped, or latex
(industrial) hangers. Specifically
excluded from the scope of the order are
wooden, plastic, and other garment
hangers that are not made of steel wire.
Also excluded from the scope of the
order are chrome-plated steel wire
garment hangers with a diameter of 3.4
mm or greater. The products subject to
the order are currently classified under
HTSUS subheadings 7326.20.0020,
7323.99.9060, and 7323.99.9080.

Although the HTSUS subheadings are
provided for convenience and customs
purposes, the written description of the
merchandise is dispositive.

Final Results of Review

In the Preliminary Results, the
Department determined the following:
(1) Shanghai Wells sold merchandise at
prices below normal value; and (2)
Yingqing is not eligible for a separate
rate and, therefore, is a part of the PRC-
wide entity.2 We have not received
information contradicting our
preliminary finding; thus, the
Department finds there is no reason to
modify its analysis. Accordingly, no
decision memorandum accompanies
this Federal Register notice. For further
details of the issues addressed in this
proceeding, see the Preliminary
Results.3

PRC-Wide Entity

The Department’s policy regarding the
conditional review of the PRC-wide
entity applies to this administrative
review.4 Under this policy, the PRC-

1 See Steel Wire Garment Hangers from the
People’s Republic of China: Preliminary Results of
Antidumping Duty Administrative Review; 2015-
2016, 82 FR 37194 (September 9, 2017) (Preliminary
Results) and the accompanying Preliminary
Decision Memorandum.

2 See Preliminary Results, 82 FR at 37194-95.

31d.

4 See Antidumping Proceedings: Announcement
of Change in Department Practice for Respondent
Selection in Antidumping Duty Proceedings and
Conditional Review of the Nonmarket Economy

wide entity will not be under review
unless a party specifically requests, or
the Department self-initiates, a review of
the entity. Because no party requested a
review of the PRC-wide entity in this
review, the entity is not under review
and the entity’s rate is not subject to
change (i.e., 187.25 percent).?

Methodology

The Department conducted this
review in accordance with section
751(a)(1)(B) of the Act. In the
Preliminary Results, the Department
calculated constructed export prices and
export prices in accordance with section
772 of the Act. Because the PRC is a
nonmarket economy (NME) within the
meaning of section 771(18) of the Act,
normal value is calculated in
accordance with section 773(c) of the
Act. We have not received any
information since the issuance of the
Preliminary Results that provides a basis
for reconsidering this determination.
For a full description of the
methodology underlying our
conclusions, see the Preliminary
Decision Memorandum, available at
http://enforcement.trade.gov/frn/.

Final Results of Review Margin

The Department determines that the
following weighted-average dumping
margin exists for the POR from October
1, 2015, through September 30, 2016:

Weighted-
average
Exporter dumping
margin
(%)
Shanghai Wells Hanger Co.,
Ltd./Hong Kong Wells
Ltd.8 oo 5.02

Assessment Rates

Pursuant to section 751(a)(2)(C) of the
Act and 19 CFR 351.212(b), the
Department has determined, and CBP
shall assess, antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries of subject
merchandise in accordance with the
final results of this review. The
Department intends to issue assessment
instructions to CBP 15 days after the
publication date of the final results of
this review.

Entity in NME Antidumping Duty Proceedings, 78
FR 65963 (November 4, 2013).

5 See Steel Wire Garment Hangers from the
People’s Republic of China: Final Results of
Antidumping Duty Administrative Review, 2012-
2013, 80 FR 13332, (March 13, 2015), and
accompanying Issues and Decision Memorandum;
see also Preliminary Decision Memorandum.

6 As previously stated, we continue to find
Shanghai Wells Hanger Co., Ltd. and Hong Kong
Wells Ltd. (collectively Shanghai Wells) to be a
single entity.
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The Department applied the
assessment rate calculation method
adopted in Final Modification for
Reviews, i.e., on the basis of monthly
average-to-average comparisons using
only the transactions associated with
that importer with offsets being
provided for non-dumped
comparisons.” Pursuant to the
Department’s NME practice, for sales
that were not reported in the U.S. sales
data submitted by companies
individually examined during this
review, the Department instructs CBP to
liquidate entries associated with those
sales at the rate for the PRC-wide
entity.8

Cash Deposit Requirements

The following cash deposit
requirements will be effective upon
publication of the final results of this
administrative review for all shipments
of the subject merchandise from the PRC
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse,
for consumption on or after the
publication date, as provided by section
751(a)(2)(C) of the Act: (1) For the
company listed above, Shanghai Wells,
the cash deposit rate will be that
established in the final results of this
review (except, if the rate is zero or de
minimis, then zero cash deposit will be
required); (2) for previously investigated
or reviewed PRC and non-PRC exporters
not listed above that have separate rates,
the cash deposit rate will continue to be
the exporter-specific rate published for
the most recently completed segment of
this proceeding in which they were
reviewed; (3) for all PRC exporters of
subject merchandise that have not been
found to be entitled to a separate rate,
the cash deposit rate will be equal to the
weighted-average dumping margin for
the PRC-wide entity (i.e., 187.25
percent); and (4) for all non-PRC
exporters of subject merchandise which
have not received their own separate
rate, the cash deposit rate will be the
rate applicable to the PRC exporter(s)
that supplied that non-PRC exporter.
These cash deposit requirements, when
imposed, shall remain in effect until
further notice.

Notification to Importers

This notice also serves as a
preliminary reminder to importers of
their responsibility under 19 CFR

7 See Antidumping Proceeding: Calculation of the
Weighted-Average Dumping Margin and
Assessment Rate in Certain Antidumping
Proceedings; Final Modification, 77 FR 8101, 8103
(February 14, 2012) (Final Modification for
Reviews).

8For a full discussion of this practice, see
Assessment Practice Refinement, 76 FR at 65694
(October 24, 2011).

351.402(f)(2) to file a certificate
regarding the reimbursement of
antidumping duties prior to liquidation
of the relevant entries during this
review period. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in the
Department’s presumption that
reimbursement of antidumping duties
occurred and the subsequent assessment
of double antidumping duties.

Notification Regarding Administrative
Protective Orders

This notice also serves as a reminder
to parties subject to administrative
protective order (APO) of their
responsibility concerning the return or
destruction of proprietary information
disclosed under the APO in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3), which
continues to govern business
proprietary information in this segment
of the proceeding. Timely written
notification of the return/destruction of
APO materials or conversion to judicial
protective order is hereby requested.
Failure to comply with the regulations
and terms of an APO is a violation
which is subject to sanction.

This notice of the final results of this
administrative review is issued and
published in accordance with sections
751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act, and 19
CFR 351.221(b)(5) and 19 CFR
351.213(h).

Dated: November 13, 2017.
Gary Taverman,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations,
performing the non-exclusive functions and
duties of the Assistant Secretary for
Enforcement and Compliance.

[FR Doc. 2017-24964 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-570-952]

Narrow Woven Ribbon With Woven
Selvedge From the People’s Republic
of China: Final Results of Antidumping
Duty Administrative Review; 2015—
2016

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: On July 19, 2017, the
Department of Commerce (the
Department) published the preliminary
results of the 2015-2016 antidumping
duty administrative review (AR) of the
antidumping duty order on narrow
woven ribbon with woven selvedge
from the People’s Republic of China
(PRC), in accordance with section

751(a)(1)(B) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended (the Act). The period of review
(POR) is September 1, 2015, through
August 31, 2016. We received no
comments from any interested parties.
Accordingly, our final results remain
unchanged from the preliminary results.
DATES: Effective November 17, 2017.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Aleksandras Nakutis, AD/CVD
Operations, Office IV, Enforcement and
Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230;
telephone: (202) 482-3147.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

As stated above, on July 19, 2017, the
Department published the Preliminary
Results? of the AR of the antidumping
duty order on narrow woven ribbon
with woven selvedge from the PRC
covering the period September 1, 2015,
through August 31, 2016, and invited
parties to comment on these preliminary
results. No parties submitted comments
on the Preliminary Results.

Scope of the Order

The products covered by the Order
are narrow woven ribbons with woven
selvedge. The merchandise subject to
the Order is classifiable under the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS) subheadings
5806.32.1020; 5806.32.1030;
5806.32.1050; and 5806.32.1060.
Subject merchandise also may enter
under HTSUS subheadings 5806.31.00;
5806.32.20; 5806.39.20;5806.39.30;
5808.90.00; 5810.91.00; 5810.99.90;
5903.90.10; 5903.90.25; 5907.00.601 and
5907.00.80 and under statistical
categories 5806.32.1080; 5810.92.9080;
5903.90.3090; and 6307.90.9889.
Although the HTSUS subheadings are
provided for convenience and customs
purposes, the written product
description in the Order remains
dispositive.2

1 See Narrow Woven Ribbon with Woven Selvedge
from the People’s Republic of China: Preliminary
Results of Administrative Review and Preliminary
Partial Rescission of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review; 2015-2016, 82 FR 33059
(July 19, 2017) (Preliminary Results).

2For a complete description of the scope of the
order, please see “Decision Memorandum for
Preliminary Results of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review: Narrow Woven Ribbons
With Woven Selvedge from the People’s Republic
of China,” from James Maeder, Senior Director
performing the duties of Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Antidumping and Countervailing Operations, to
Gary Taverman, Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Operations,
performing the non-exclusive functions and duties
of the Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and

Continued
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Analysis

In the Preliminary Results, the
Department preliminarily determined
that the two companies under review,
Huzhou Kingdom Coating Industry Co.,
Ltd. (Huzhou Kingdom) and Huzhou
Unifull Label Fabric Co., Ltd. (Huzhou
Unifull), did not establish their
eligibility for separate rate status and
would be treated as part of the PRC-
wide entity. In these final results of
review, we have continued to treat these
two companies as part of the PRC-wide
entity. For further discussion of the
issues addressed in this proceeding, see
the Preliminary Results and Preliminary
Decision Memorandum. The
Preliminary Decision Memorandum is a
public document and is on file
electronically via Enforcement and
Compliance’s Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Centralized
Electronic Service System (ACCESS).
ACCESS is available to registered users
at http://access.trade.gov and in the
Central Records Unit, Room B8024 of
the main Department of Commerce
building. In addition, a complete
version of the Preliminary Results
Decision Memorandum can be accessed
directly on the Internet at http://
enforcement.trade.gov/frn/index.html.
The signed and the electronic versions
of the Preliminary Decision
Memorandum are identical in content.

Assessment Rates

Pursuant to section 751(a)(2)(C) of the
Act, and 19 CFR 351.212(b), the
Department has determined, and U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
shall assess, antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries of subject
merchandise in accordance with the
final results of this review. The
Department intends to issue assessment
instructions to CBP 15 days after the
publication date of the final results of
this review. We intend to instruct CBP
to liquidate POR entries of subject
merchandise exported by Huzhou
Kingdom and Huzhou Unifull at the
PRC-wide entity rate, which is 247.26
percent.

Cash Deposit Requirements

The following cash deposit
requirements will be effective upon
publication of the final results of this
review for shipments of the subject
merchandise from the PRC entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse, for
consumption on or after the publication
date in the Federal Register of the final
results of the review, as provided by
section 751(a)(2)(C) of the Act: (1) For

Compliance (Preliminary Decision Memorandum),
dated July 12, 2017.

previously investigated or reviewed PRC
and non-PRC exporters not named
above that received a separate rate in a
prior segment of this proceeding, the
cash deposit rate will continue to be the
existing exporter-specific rate; (2) for all
PRC exporters of subject merchandise
that have not been found to be entitled
to a separate rate, including Huzhou
Kingdom and Huzhou Unifull, the cash
deposit rate will be the rate for the PRC-
wide entity, which is 247.26 percent; (3)
for all non-PRC exporters of subject
merchandise which have not received
their own rate, the cash deposit rate will
be the rate applicable to the PRC
exporter that supplied that non-PRC
exporter.

These deposit requirements, when
imposed, shall remain in effect until
further notice.

Notification to Importers

This notice also serves as a final
reminder to importers of their
responsibility under 19 CFR
351.402(f)(2) to file a certificate
regarding the reimbursement of
antidumping duties prior to liquidation
of the relevant entries during this
review period. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in the
Department’s presumption that
reimbursement of antidumping duties
occurred and the subsequent assessment
of double antidumping duties.

Administrative Protective Order

This notice also serves as a reminder
to parties subject to administrative
protective order (APO) of their
responsibility concerning the return or
destruction of proprietary information
disclosed under the APO in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3), which
continues to govern business
proprietary information in this segment
of the proceeding. Timely written
notification of the return/destruction of
APO materials or conversion to judicial
protective order is hereby requested.
Failure to comply with the regulations
and terms of an APO is a violation
which is subject to sanction.

Notification to Interested Parties

This notice of the final results of this
antidumping duty administrative review
is issued and published in accordance
with sections 751(a)(1) and 777(i) of the
Act and 19 CFR 351.213 and 19 CFR
351.221(b)(5).

Dated: November 9, 2017.
Gary Taverman,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations,
performing the non-exclusive functions and
duties of the Assistant Secretary for
Enforcement and Compliance.
[FR Doc. 2017-24966 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF824

Western Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public meeting and
hearing.

SUMMARY: The Western Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold Hawaii Regional Ecosystem
Advisory Committee (REAC) meeting to
discuss and make recommendations on
fishery management issues in the
Western Pacific Region.

DATES: The Hawaii REAC will meet on
Friday, December 1, 2017, between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m. Hawaii Standard Time.
For specific times and agendas, see
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.
ADDRESSES: The Hawaii REAC meeting
will be held at the Council office, 1164
Bishop St., Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813 and by teleconference and
webinar. The teleconference will be
conducted by telephone and by web.
The teleconference numbers are U.S.
toll-free: 1-888-482—-3560 or
International Access: +1 647 723—-3959,
and Access Code: 5228220. The webinar
can be accessed at: https://
wprfmc.webex.com/join/
info.wpcouncilnoaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kitty M. Simonds, Executive Director,
Western Pacific Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (808) 522-8220.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Public
comment periods will be provided in
the agenda. The order in which agenda
items are addressed may change. The
meetings will run as late as necessary to
complete scheduled business.

Schedule and Agenda for the Hawaii
REAC Meeting

Friday, December 1, 2017, 9 a.m.—4
p.m.

1. Welcome and Introductions


https://wprfmc.webex.com/join/info.wpcouncilnoaa.gov
https://wprfmc.webex.com/join/info.wpcouncilnoaa.gov
https://wprfmc.webex.com/join/info.wpcouncilnoaa.gov
http://enforcement.trade.gov/frn/index.html
http://enforcement.trade.gov/frn/index.html
http://access.trade.gov
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2. Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)

A. Update on Habitat Program

B. Review of Non-Fishing Impacts to
EFH

C. Precious Coral EFH Review

3. Aquaculture Management

4. Public Comment

5. Other Business

6. Discussion and Recommendations

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Kitty M. Simonds, (808) 522-8220
(voice) or (808) 522—8226 (fax), at least
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24960 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF846

South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold meetings of the Personnel
Committee (Closed Session); Habitat
Protection and Ecosystem-Based
Management Committee; Spiny Lobster
Committee; Citizen Science Committee;
Data Collection Committee; Snapper
Grouper Committee; Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
Committee (Partially Closed); Mackerel
Cobia Committee, Information and
Education Committee; Standard
Operating, Policy and Procedure
(SOPPs) Committee, and the Executive
Finance Committee. The Council will
meet as a Committee of the Whole to
address the Acceptable Biological Catch
(ABC) Control Rule and a meeting of the
full Council. A Recreational Reporting
Workshop will also be held during the
meeting week. The Council will also
hold a formal public comment session
and take action as necessary.

DATES: The Council meetings will be
held from 8 a.m. on Monday, December

4, 2017 until 1 p.m. on Friday,
December 8, 2017.
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held at the DoubleTree by Hilton
Atlantic Beach Oceanfront, 2717 W. Fort
Macon Road, Atlantic Beach, NC 28512;
phone: (252) 240-1155; fax: (252) 222—
4065.

Council address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N.
Charleston, SC 29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
Iverson, Public Information Officer,
SAFMC; phone (843) 571-4366 or toll
free (866) SAFMC-10; fax: (843) 769—
4520; email: kim.iverson@safmc.net.
Meeting information is available from
the Council’s Web site at: http://
safmc.net/meetings/council-meetings/.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public comment: Written comments
may be directed to Gregg Waugh,
Executive Director, South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council (see
ADDRESSES) or electronically via the
Council’s Web site at http://safmc.net/
safmec-meetings/council-meetings/. The
public comment form is open for use
when the briefing book is posted to the
Web site on the Friday, two weeks prior
to the Council meeting (11/17/17).
Comments received by close of business
the Monday before the meeting 11/27/
17) will be compiled, posted to the Web
site as part of the meeting materials, and
included in the administrative record;
please use the Council’s online form
available from the Web site. For written
comments received after the Monday
before the meeting (after 11/27/17),
individuals submitting a comment must
use the Council’s online form available
from the Web site. Comments will
automatically be posted to the Web site
and available for Council consideration.
Comments received prior to noon on
Thursday, December 7, 2017 will be a
part of the meeting administrative
record.

The items of discussion in the
individual meeting agendas are as
follows:

Personnel Committee (Closed Session),
December 4, 2017, 8 a.m. Until 9 a.m.

1. The Personnel Committee will meet
in Closed Session to discuss personnel
issues and provide recommendations for
Council consideration.

Habitat Protection and Ecosystem-Based
Management Committee, Monday,
December 4, 2017, 9 a.m. Until 11 a.m.

1. The Committee will receive a report
from the Habitat Protection and
Ecosystem-Based Management Advisory
Panel.

2. The Committee will review and
approve the Implementation Plan for the
Fishery Ecosystem-Based Management
Plan (FEP II), review and approve the
Road Map for the FEP II, review the
Dashboard and Tools for the FEP II,
receive an update on the Conservation
Blueprint 2.2, and provide guidance.

3. The Committee will receive
updates on other Habitat-related issues
and provide recommendations as
appropriate.

Committee Meeting of the Whole—
Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC)
Control Rule, Monday, December 4,
2017, 11 a.m. Until 12:00 noon.

1. The Council will meet as a
Comumittee of the Whole to discuss the
ABC Control Rule Amendment
currently under development and
provide guidance to staff.

Spiny Lobster Committee, Monday,
December 4, 2017, 1:30 p.m. Until 3

p.m.

1. The Committee will receive an
update on the status of 2016/17 catches
versus the annual catch limit (ACLs),
and review draft options for Spiny
Lobster Amendment 13 addressing
bullynets and measures recommended
by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC), and
provide recommendations as
appropriate.

Citizen Science Committee, Monday,
December 4, 2017, 3 p.m. Until 4:30

p.m.

1. The Committee will address policy
on the Citizen Science Advisory Panel
Pool and Action Team appointments
and approve for recommendation to
Council.

2. The Committee will receive reports
from the Citizen Science Action Teams,
discuss items brought forward by the
Action Teams, and provide guidance to
staff as appropriate.

3. The Committee will receive an
update on the Citizen Science Program
partnerships and Pilot Project and
provide guidance to staff as needed.

Data Collection Committee, Monday,
December 4, 2017, 4:30 p.m. Until 5:30

p.m.

1. The Committee will receive status
reports on the For-Hire Electronic
Reporting Amendment, and the
Council’s Data Collection Pilot Project
and Outreach Plan relative to For-Hire
Electronic Reporting. The Committee
will provide guidance to staff as
necessary.


http://safmc.net/safmc-meetings/council-meetings/
http://safmc.net/safmc-meetings/council-meetings/
http://safmc.net/meetings/council-meetings/
http://safmc.net/meetings/council-meetings/
mailto:kim.iverson@safmc.net
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Recreational Reporting Workshop,
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 From 8:30
a.m. Until 12 p.m.

1. The Council will receive an update
on the red snapper mini-season, and
hold a workshop on recreational
reporting with presentations on
electronic reporting for big game, the
iSnapper voluntary reporting program,
Tails'n’Scales mandatory reporting
program, and state involvement in
reporting for the Marine Recreational
Informational Reporting Program
(MRIP). Discussion of these programs
will be held as part of the workshop.

Snapper Grouper Committee, Tuesday,
December 5, 2017, 1:30 p.m. Until 5:30
p.m. and Wednesday, December 6, 2017
From 8:30 a.m. Until 4:30 p.m.

1. The Committee will receive
updates from NOAA Fisheries on
commercial and recreational catches
versus quotas for species under ACLs
and the status of amendments under
formal Secretarial review.

2. The Committee will receive a
Report from the Snapper Grouper
Advisory Panel.

3. The Committee will receive an
overview of draft Amendment 46
addressing measures for red snapper,
review options, and provide guidance to
staff.

4. The Committee will receive an
overview Vision Blueprint Regulatory
Amendment 26 addressing recreational
management actions and alternatives as
identified in the 2016—2020 Vision
Blueprint for the Snapper Grouper
Fishery Management Plan. The
Committee will review the revised
actions and alternatives, updated
analyses, and purpose and need. The
Committee will modify the document as
necessary and provide guidance to staff.

5. The Committee will review Vision
Blueprint Regulatory Amendment 27
addressing commercial management
actions and alternatives, as identified in
the 2016—2020 Vision Blueprint for the
Snapper Grouper Fishery. The
Committee will review
recommendations from the Scientific
and Statistical Committee (SSC), review
revised actions and alternatives,
updated analyses, and the purpose and
need, modify the document as

necessary, and provide guidance to staff.

6. The Committee will receive
presentations from NOAA Fisheries on
proposed Exempted Fishing Permits for
lionfish and provide recommendations
as appropriate.

7. The Committee will receive an
overview on options for draft
Amendment 38 addressing management
measures for blueline tilefish, receive a

presentation on the benchmark stock
assessment (SEDAR 50), review fishing
level recommendations from the SSC,
modify the amendment as necessary,
and provide guidance to staff.

8. The Committee will receive an
overview of options for the draft For-
Hire Moratorium Amendment, discuss
and provide guidance to staff.

9. The Committee will receive SSC
fishing level recommendations for red
grouper, review management options,
and approve the abbreviated framework
document for formal Secretarial Review.

10. The Committee will receive an
overview from staff on golden tilefish
management, review recommendations
from the SSC, and provide guidance to
staff.

11. The Committee will receive an
update on the Wreckfish Individual
Transferable Quota (ITQ) review and
provide guidance to staff.

12. The Committee will receive an
overview of management issues relative
to yellowtail snapper, review a response
from the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council on a potential
joint amendment to examine
jurisdictional annual catch limits, and
provide guidance to staff.

Formal Public Comment, Wednesday,
December 6, 2017, 4:30 p.m.—Public
comment will be accepted on items on
the Council agenda. The Council is also
accepting public comment on Executive
Order 13771 (2 for 1 regulations) to
identify regulations that are (1)
outdated, (2) unnecessary, or (3)
ineffective. The Council Chair, based on
the number of individuals wishing to
comment, will determine the amount of
time provided to each commenter.

SEDAR Comumittee (Partially Closed),
Thursday, December 7, 2017, 8:30 a.m.
Until 9:30 a.m.

(Closed Session)

1. The Committee will make
recommendations for appointments to
the Cobia Stock Identification Workshop
and for appointments to stock
assessments for greater amberjack and
red porgy.

(Open Session)

2. The Committee will receive a report
from the SSC.

3. The Committee will review Terms
of Reference and schedules for greater
amberjack and red porgy stock
assessments and provide
recommendations as appropriate.

4. The Committee will review the
SEDAR Steering Committee Report,
discuss, and provide guidance as
appropriate.

Mackerel Cobia Committee, Thursday,
December 7, 2017, 9:30 a.m. Until 12

p.m.

1. The Committee will receive an
update on commercial and recreational
catches versus quotas for species
managed under ACLs and an update on
the status of amendments currently
under Secretarial review.

2. The Committee will receive an
update on development of the Interstate
Atlantic Cobia Management Plan from
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC).

3. The Committee will receive an
update on the status of a request for
recalculation of the 2015 and 2016
recreational landings for Atlantic cobia.

4. The Committee will receive an
overview of Coastal Migratory Pelagics
Framework Amendment 6 addressing
Atlantic king mackerel trip limits,
discuss, and provide recommendations
for approval for public scoping.

5. The Committee will receive an
overview Coastal Migratory Pelagics
Amendment 31 addressing proposed
management measures for Atlantic
cobia, discuss, and provide
recommendations for approval for
public hearings.

Information and Education Committee,
Thursday, December 7, 2017, 1:30 p.m.
Until 2 p.m.

1. The Committee will receive a report
from the Information and Education
Advisory Panel, discuss and provide
recommendations to staff as
appropriate.

SOPPs Committee, Thursday, December
7,2017, 2 p.m. Until 3:30 p.m.

1. The Committee will review policies
for inclusion in the SOPPs and/or
Council Handbook, discuss and provide
direction to staff as appropriate.

Executive/Finance Committee,
Thursday, December 7, 2017, 3:30 p.m.
Until 5:30 p.m.

1. The Committee will receive an
overview of the current Magnuson-
Stevens Reauthorization efforts, discuss
and provide guidance and approval as
needed.

2. The Committee receive an update
on the current budget status and
outlook, discuss and provide guidance
as needed.

3. The Committee will receive an
overview on materials available for
Council meetings, discuss, and provide
guidance to staff.

5. The Committee will receive an
overview of the System Management
Plan Advisory Panel, discuss and
provide additional guidance as needed.
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Council Session: Friday, December 8,
2017, 8:30 a.m. Until 1 p.m. (Partially
Closed Session if Needed)

The Full Council will begin with the
Call to Order, adoption of the agenda,
announcements and introductions, and
presentations.

The Council will receive a Legal
Briefing on Litigation from NOAA
General Gounsel (if needed) during
Closed Session. The Council will
receive the Executive Director’s Report
and an update on results from the
Northeast Regional Coordinating
Council meeting in November. Updates
will be provided by NOAA Fisheries
including a discussion with Dr.
Francisco “Cisco” Werner, Chief
Science Advisor and Director of
Scientific Programs, reports on the
status of commercial and recreational
catches versus ACLs for species not
covered during an earlier committee
meeting, status of Recreational and
Commercial Quota Monitoring Tables
on the NOAA Fisheries’ Southeast
Regional Office Web site, a turtle release
presentation, and discussion of other
issues as necessary. The Council will
also receive an update on the status of
Bycatch Collection Programs and the
pending voluntary commercial
electronic logbook reporting effort from
NOAA Fisheries’ Southeast Fisheries
Science Center. The Council will review
any Exempted Fishing Permits received
by NOAA Fisheries as necessary. The
Council will receive Committee reports
from the Snapper Grouper, Mackerel
Cobia, Spiny Lobster, SEDAR, Data
Collection, Habitat and Ecosystem-
Based Management, Information and
Education, Citizen Science, SOPPs, and
Executive Finance Committees; a report
from the Committee of the Whole (ABC
Control Rule); a report from the
Recreational Reporting Workshop;
review recommendations; and take
action as appropriate.

The Council will receive agency and
liaison reports; and discuss other
business and upcoming meetings.

Documents regarding these issues are
available from the Council office (see
ADDRESSES).

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been

notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for auxiliary aids should be
directed to the council office (see
ADDRESSES) 3 days prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24955 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF839

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council, NEFMC)
will hold a three-day meeting to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ).

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
December 5, 6, and 7, 2017, beginning
at 9 a.m. on December 5, 8:30 a.m. on
December 6, and 8:30 a.m. on December
7.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Hotel Viking, 1 Bellevue Avenue,
Newport, RI 02840; telephone: (401)
847-3300; online at
www.hotelviking.com.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950;
telephone: (978) 465—0492;
www.nefme.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465-0492, ext.
113.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

After introductions and brief
announcements, the meeting will begin
with reports from the Council Chairman
and Executive Director, NMFS’s
Regional Administrator for the Greater
Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office
(GARFOQ), liaisons from the Northeast
Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) and
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council, representatives from NOAA
General Counsel and the Office of Law
Enforcement, and staff from the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC) and U.S. Coast Guard. Next,
the Council will receive a short briefing
from the Northeast Regional Ocean
Council on upgrades to the Northeast
Ocean Data Portal. The Skate Committee
will report next with a final item related
to Framework Adjustment 5 to the
Northeast Skate Complex Fishery
Management Plan (FMP). The Council
addressed most of the framework
components during its September
meeting. During this December meeting,
the Council will: (1) Consider options to
exempt vessels from skate regulations
when fishing exclusively within the
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization (NAFO) Regulatory Area;
and (2) take final action on the entire
framework. Then, ASMFC will brief the
Council on the Commission’s Draft
Addendum XXVI to the Interstate
Fishery Management Plan for American
Lobster and Addendum III to the Jonah
Crab plan. The Council will discuss data
collection needs for these fisheries. The
Habitat Committee then will provide a
short progress report on the Council’s
Coral Amendment and Clam Dredge
Framework, which will be followed by
a Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
overview of proposed and ongoing
offshore wind energy projects in the
Northeast.

After the lunch break, GARFO will
provide a presentation on the North
Atlantic Right Whale Five-Year Review
and the reinitiation of formal
consultation due to new information on
the changed status of right whales. Next,
the Atlantic Herring Committee will
report on Draft Amendment 8 to the
Atlantic Herring FMP. The Council will
select preferred alternatives for
localized depletion and user conflicts
for the amendment and then approve
the document for public hearing. The
Council debated acceptable biological
catch (ABC) control rule alternatives—
the other major component of
Amendment 8—during its September
meeting. The Council also will approve
2019-2021 research priorities for the
Atlantic Herring Research Set-Aside
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Program. Following these actions, the
Council will adjourn for the day.

Wednesday, December 6, 2017

The second day of the meeting will
begin with a report from the Northeast
Fisheries Science Center on the results
of the 2017 operational assessments for
19 of the 20 groundfish stocks managed
under the Council’s Northeast
Multispecies FMP. The Scientific and
Statistical Committee (SSC) will report
next with overfishing limits (OFLs) and
ABGC:s for the following stocks and
fishing years (FY): Atlantic sea scallops
for FY 2018 with defaults for FY 2019;
northern and southern silver hake and
red hake for FY 2018-2020; and all
groundfish stocks for 2018-2020 except
Georges Bank yellowtail flounder and
Atlantic halibut. The Council then will
begin its Groundfish Committee report,
during which it will take final action on
Framework Adjustment 57 to the
Northeast Multispecies FMP. The
framework includes: (1) 2018—2020
fishery specifications and other
management measures; (2) 2018 TACs
for U.S./Canada stocks of Eastern
Georges Bank cod, Eastern Georges Bank
haddock, and Georges Bank yellowtail
flounder; (3) Atlantic halibut
accountability measures (AMs); (4)
recreational management measures; (5)
common pool trimester TAC
adjustments; (6) southern windowpane
flounder AMs; and (7) potential
consideration of a Georges Bank cod
sub-annual catch limit for the
recreational fishery. Also under
groundfish, the Council may consider
requesting emergency action to reduce
catches of Georges Bank cod by
implementing additional measures for
the recreational fishery.

Following a lunch break, members of
the public will have the opportunity to
speak during an open comment period
on issues that relate to Council business
but are not included on the published
agenda for this meeting. The Council
asks the public to limit remarks to 3-5
minutes. Then, the Groundfish
Committee report will resume and
continue until related business is
concluded. The Council next will
discuss its plan to provide input to
NMFS on regulatory reform as
mandated by Executive Orders 13777,
13771, and 13565. At the conclusion of
this discussion, the Council will
adjourn for the day.

Thursday, December 7, 2017

The third day of the meeting will
begin with a discussion of and final
action on 2018 Council priorities
covering tasks and actions for all
committees. Next, the Council will hear

from its Scallop Committee and take
final action on Framework Adjustment
29 to the Atlantic Sea Scallop FMP. This
framework contains: (1) Fishery
specifications for the 2018 fishing year
and default specifications for 2019; (2)
scallop fishery AMs for yellowtail
flounder and windowpane flounder; (3)
Northern Gulf of Maine Management
Area modifications; and (4) measures to
modify and/or create access area and
open area boundaries consistent with
potential changes to habitat and
groundfish closed areas under the
Council’s Omnibus Essential Fish
Habitat Amendment 2.

Following a lunch break, the Scallop
Committee discussion will continue
until business is concluded. The
Whiting Committee will report next.
The Council will take final action on
2018-2020 specifications for small-
mesh multispecies, which include red,
silver, and offshore hakes, and then will
deliberate Amendment 22 to the
Northeast Multispecies FMP, which was
developed to consider limiting access to
the small-mesh multispecies fishery.
The Council will: (1) Consider whether
to pursue or drop consideration of
triggered possession limit adjustments
in the amendment; and (2) approve the
draft amendment for public hearing.
Next, the Council will take up spiny
dogfish to review the previously set
2018 specifications for the fishery and
discuss whether to recommend
modifications. Finally, the Council will
close out the meeting with “other
business.”

Although non-emergency issues not
contained on this agenda may come
before the Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act, provided the public
has been notified of the Council’s intent
to take final action to address the
emergency. The public also should be
aware that the meeting will be recorded.
Consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1852, a copy
of the recording is available upon
request.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies (see ADDRESSES) at least
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24961 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Scientific Research, Exempted
Fishing, and Exempted Activity
Submissions.

OMB Control Number: 0648—0471.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: Regular (extension of
a currently approved information
collection).

Number of Respondents: 49.

Average Hours per Response: 2 hours
for a scientific research plan; 40 minutes
for an application for an EFP, Display
Permit, SRP, LOA, or Shark Research
Permit; 1 hour for an interim report; 40
minutes for an annual fishing report; 15
minutes for an application for an
amendment; 5 minutes for notification
of departure phone calls to NMFS
Enforcement; 10 minutes for calls to
request and observer; and 2 minutes for
“no-catch” reports.

Burden Hours: 143.

Needs and Uses: Exempted fishing
permits (EFPs), scientific research
permits (SRPs), display permits, letters
of acknowledgment (LOAs), and shark
research fishery permits are issued
under the authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Reauthorization Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) (16 U.S.C. 1801
et seq.) and/or the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act (ATCA) (16 U.S.C. 971
et seq.). Issuance of EFPs and related
permits is necessary for the collection of
Highly Migratory Species (HMS) for
public display and scientific research
that requires exemption from
regulations (e.g., seasons, prohibited
species, authorized gear, and minimum
sizes) that otherwise may prohibit such
collection. Display permits are issued
for the collection of HMS for the
purpose of public display, and a limited
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number of shark research fishery
permits are issued for the collection of
fishery-dependent data for future stock
assessments and cooperative research
with commercial fishermen to meet the
shark research objectives of the Agency.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; not-for-profit
institutions; state, local or tribal
government; federal government.

Frequency: Annually and within 5
days of fishing.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain benefits.

This information collection request
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow
the instructions to view Department of
Commerce collections currently under
review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Dated: November 14, 2017.

Sarah Brabson,

NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 201724990 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am)
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF819

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Scallop Committee to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: This meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 30, 2017 at 9 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Hilton Garden Inn Logan Airport,
100 Boardman Street, Boston, MA
02128; Phone: (617) 567—6789.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Scallop Committee will review
Framework 29 (FW 29) alternatives and
analyses, and make final
recommendations. FW 29 will set
specifications including acceptable
biological catch/annual catch limit
(ABC/ACLs), Days at Sea (DAS), access
area allocations for Limited Access (LA)
and Limited Access General Category
(LAGQ), Total Allowable Catch (TAC)
for Northern Gulf of Maine (NGOM)
management area, target-TAC for LAGC
incidental catch and set-asides for the
observer and research programs for
fishing year 2018 and default
specifications for fishing year 2019.
Make final recommendations for
potential FW 29 specifications that
includes areas that may open through
Omnibus Habitat Amendment 2
(OHAZ2). The committee will also review
FW 29 management measures and make
final recommendations. These measures
may include, but are not limited to: (1)
NGOM management measures; (2)
Flatfish accountability measures for
Northern windowpane flounder,
Georges Bank yellowtail flounder, and
Southern New England yellowtail
flounder; (3) Measures to modify and/or
create access area and open area
boundaries, consistent with potential
changes to habitat and groundfish
closed areas; (4) measures to allocate
unused CAI carryover pounds under
certain scenarios of OHA2 approval.
Other business may be discussed as
necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during these meetings. Action
will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465—0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date. Consistent with 16
U.S.C. 1852, a copy of the recording is
available upon request.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24957 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF823

Caribbean Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Caribbean Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) will hold a 5-day meeting in
December to discuss the items
contained in the agenda in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The meetings will be held from
December 4 to December 8, 2017, from

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. These are new dates due
to the passing of hurricanes Irma and
Maria through Puerto Rico.

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Council Office, 270 Mufioz Rivera
Avenue, Suite 401, San Juan, Puerto
Rico.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Caribbean Fishery Management Council,
270 Muioz Rivera Avenue, Suite 401,
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918-1903,
telephone: (787) 766—5926.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
—Call to Order
—Adoption of Agenda
—Overview
Review outcomes from previous
meeting
—Review Acceptable Biological Catch
(ABC) Control Rule Language
Review suggestions from General
Counsel and Southeast Fisheries
Science Center (SEFSC) on text of
Tier 4 of the control rule
Develop language to define
“consensus” as used in determining
Tier assignments (or otherwise alter
language to remove the term)
—Action 2: Finalize establishment of
stock/stock complexes for each of the
Puerto Rico, St. Croix, St. Thomas/St.
John Fishery Management Plans
(FMPs)
—Determine use of Indicator Species to
recommend to the Council
—Finalize recommendations on:
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—~Ciriteria used to select indicator
species

—How indicator species will be used to
determine management reference
points for stock complexes

—Action 3: Management Reference
Points for Stocks/Stock complexes in
each of the Puerto Rico, St. Thomas/
St. John and St Croix FMPs

Tiered ABC Control Rule:

—Review and finalize Tier assignments
(4a or 4b): Puerto Rico, St. Croix, St.
Thomas/St. John

—Define process for determining the
scalars used in Tiered ABC Control
Rule

—Define process for determining the
buffer from the overfishing limit
(OFL) to ABC (scientific uncertainty
buffer) used in the Tiered ABC
Control Rule.

—Choice of scalar and scientific
uncertainty buffer for Tiers 4a and 4b
for the applicable stocks.

Stocks/stock complexes to which the
Tiered ABC CR cannot be applied:

—Recommendations on time series of
landings data (year sequences) to
establish reference points for the
applicable stocks/stock complexes.

—Recommendations on the
establishment of the maximum
sustainable yield proxy (e.g., mean,
median, following the Caribbean
Annual Catch Limit Amendments’
approach) for the applicable stocks/
stock complexes.

—Recommendations on the scientific
uncertainty buffer to determine the
ABC for the applicable stocks/stock
complexes.

—Recommendations to the Caribbean
Fishery Management Council

—Other Business

The order of business may be adjusted
as necessary to accommodate the
completion of agenda items. The
meeting will begin on December 4, 2017
at 9 a.m. Other than the start time,
interested parties should be aware that
discussions may start earlier or later
than indicated. In addition, the meeting
may be extended from, or completed
prior to the date established in this
notice.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
For more information or request for sign
language interpretation and other
auxiliary aids, please contact Mr.
Miguel A. Rolén, Executive Director,
Caribbean Fishery Management Council,
270 Munoz Rivera Avenue, Suite 401,
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918-1903,
telephone: (787) 7665926, at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 201724958 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Economic Value of the Research
in the Olympic Coast and Stellwagen
Bank National Marine Sanctuaries.

OMB Control Number: 0648—xXxX.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: Regular (request for
a new information collection).

Number of Respondents: 106.

Average Hours Per Response: 15
minutes.

Burden Hours: 27.

Needs and Uses: This request is for a
new information collection.

NOAA is conducting research to: (1)
Identify if the sanctuary helps to attract
research or creates value-added to
researchers; (2) estimate the economic
impacts (jobs, income, output)
supported by research that occurs in
sanctuaries because of expenditures
occurring within local region. Two sites,
Olympic Coast National Marine
Sanctuary (OCNMS) and Stellwagen
Bank National Marine Sanctuary
(SBNMS) will be evaluated. The
information will aide in SBNMS and
OCNMS condition reports. Further, the
research will help to provide baseline
data for economic impact and
contribution of sanctuaries to local area
economies.

The required information will involve
surveys of researchers (from profit, non-
profit and government agencies
including local, state, federal and tribal).
Information will be obtained on
expenditures, sources of funds, non-
market value, type of research,
technologies used, use of NOAA
equipment, reasons for the chosen
location, and the researcher’s
involvement with sanctuary staff.

ONMS will work to identify all
researchers who worked within the

sanctuary within the past ten years. This
will be the population of interest.
Sanctuary site staff, literature reviews
and the research permit database will be
used to identify the population of
researchers for each site.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit; not-for-profit institutions; state,
local or tribal government; federal
government.

Frequency: Annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

This information collection request
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow
the instructions to view Department of
Commerce collections currently under
review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017—-24989 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-NK-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF840

North Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) and its
advisory committees will meet in
December in Anchorage, AK.

DATES: The Council will hold meetings
from Monday, December 4 through
Tuesday, December 12, 2017. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for specific
dates and times.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Anchorage Hilton Hotel, 500 W. 3rd
Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 605 W.
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252; telephone: (907) 271-2809.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diana Evans, Council staff; telephone:
(907) 271-28009.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council will begin its plenary session at
8 a.m. in the Aleutian Room on
Wednesday, December 6, continuing
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through Tuesday, December 12, 2017.
The Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) will begin at 8 a.m. in the King
Salmon/Iliamna Room on Monday,
December 4 and continue through
Wednesday, December 6, 2017. The
Council’s Advisory Panel (AP) will
begin at 8 a.m. in the Dillingham/
Katmai Room on Tuesday, December 5,
and continue through Saturday,
December 9, 2017. The Halibut Charter
Management Committee will meet
Monday, December 4, from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. (Room TBD). The Legislative
Committee will meet Tuesday,
December 5, 2017, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
(Room TBD).

Agenda

Monday, December 4, 2017 Through
Tuesday, December 12, 2017

Council Plenary Session: The agenda
for the Council’s plenary session will
include the following issues as well as
an executive session. The Council may
take appropriate action on any of the
issues identified.

(1) Executive Director’s Report

(2) Legislative Report

(3) NMFS Management Report
(including year-end inseason
management report, Final 2018
Observer Annual Deployment Plan,
Draft EM Policy Directive (T))

(4) NOAA GC report (including conflict
of interest report (T))

(5) NOAA Enforcement Report

(6) ADF&G Report

(7) USCG Report

(8) USFWS Report

(9) Protected Species Report (including
bowhead whale entanglement
review)

(10) IPHC Report (T)

(11) 2018 Charter Halibut Management
Measures

(12) Charter Halibut Permits: Latent
Capacity, RQE Ownership Caps

(13) Self-guided Halibut Rental Boats

(14) BSAI Groundfish Harvest
Specifications—Final Specs

(15) GOA Groundfish Harvest
Specifications—Final Specs

(16) Small Sideboards

(17) Bering Sea Cod Trawl CV
Participation

(18) Western GOA Pcod A Season
Halibut PSC Rates

(19) Western GOA Pollock C/D Season
Timing Chinook PSC

(20) Western GOA Pollock Trip Limits

(21) Stranded Cod in GOA Trawl B
Season

(22) Fixed Gear CV Rockfish Retention

(23) Chinook Salmon Excluder EFP
Consultation

(24) Staff Tasking

The Advisory Panel will address most
of the same agenda issues as the
Council.

The SSC agenda will include the
following issues:

(1) BSAI Groundfish Harvest
Specifications—Final Specifications

(2) GOA Groundfish Harvest
Specifications—Final Specifications

(3) Small Sideboards

(4) Chinook Salmon Excluder EFP

In addition to providing ongoing
scientific advice for fishery management
decisions, the SSC functions as the
Council’s primary peer review panel for
scientific information as described by
the Magnuson-Stevens Act section
302(g)(1)(e), and the National Standard
2 guidelines (78 FR 43066). The peer
review process is also deemed to satisfy
the requirements of the Information
Quality Act, including the OMB Peer
Review Bulletin guidelines.

The Agenda is subject to change, and
the latest version will be posted at
http://www.npfmc.org/.

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agenda may come before this
group for discussion, those issues may
not be the subject of formal action
during these meetings. Actions will be
restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Shannon Gleason
at (907) 271-2809 at least 7 working
days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24962 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
RIN 0648—-XF825

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Groundfish Advisory Panel to consider
actions affecting New England fisheries
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: This meeting will be held on
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at 9 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Courtyard Marriott Boston Logan
Airport, 225 McClellan Highway,
Boston, MA; phone: (617) 569-5250.
Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Advisory Panel will review
Framework Adjustment 57/
Specifications and Management
Measures, review the draft alternatives
under consideration, the Groundfish
Plan Development Team’s (PDT) impact
analysis, and make recommendations on
preferred alternatives to the Groundfish
Committee. They will also disucss
Amendment 23/Groundfish Monitoring
and review an updated draft outline
prepared by the PDT of the likely range
of alternatives and make
recommendations to the Committee.
The Advisory Panel will also hold a
discussion of possible groundfish
priorities for 2018 and make
recommendations to the Committee.
They also plan to discuss several recent
Executive Orders that have been issued
about streamlining current regulations,
and NOAA is seeking public input on
the efficiency and effectiveness of
current regulations and whether they
can be improved. Discuss whether there
are any regulations in the Northeast
Multispecies fishery management plan
that could be eliminated, improved, or
streamlined. Other business will be
discussed as necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during these meetings. Action
will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
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under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465—0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date. This meeting will be
recorded. Consistent with 16 U.S.C.
1852, a copy of the recording is
available upon request.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: November 14, 2017.

Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24959 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF804

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (MAFMC)
Ecosystem and Ocean Planning
Committee will hold a public meeting.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Friday, December 1, 2017, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. For agenda details, see
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Hilton Garden Inn BWI Airport,
1516 Aero Drive, Linthicum, MD 21090;

telephone: (410)-691-0500.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N. State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—2331 or on their
Web site at www.mafmc.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council; telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of the meeting is to review and
approve the EAFM based risk
assessment for the Mid-Atlantic fishery
resources which has been under

development since early 2017. The
Committee will review the final list of
elements and the evaluation of risk
posed by each element as recommended
by Council staff. The Committee will
make recommendations to the full
Council for consideration at its
December meeting in Annapolis, MD.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aid should be directed to M.
Jan Saunders, (302) 5265251, at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24956 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XF801

Endangered Species; File Nos. 20590
and 20610

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of applications.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Nicole Phillips, Ph.D., The University of
Southern Mississippi, Department of
Biological Sciences, 118 College Drive
#5018, Hattiesburg, MS 39406 (File No.
20590) and David Portnoy, Ph.D., Texas
A&M University, Corpus Christi, TX
78412 (File No. 20610), have applied in
due form for permits to receive and
import sawfish and scalloped
hammerhead shark samples for
purposes of scientific research.

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email
comments must be received on or before
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting ‘“Records Open for Public
Comment” from the “Features” box on
the Applications and Permits for
Protected Species (APPS) home page,
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then
selecting File Nos. 20590 or 20610 from
the list of available applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the Permits and Conservation
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room

13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 427-8401; fax (301) 713—0376.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division, at
the address listed above. Comments may
also be submitted by facsimile to (301)
713-0376, or by email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please
include the File No. in the subject line
of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits and Conservation
Division at the address listed above. The
request should set forth the specific
reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Skidmore (File Nos. 20590 or
20610), Malcolm Mohead (File No.
20590), or Erin Markin (File No. 20610),
(301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR parts 222-226).

File No. 20590: The applicant (Dr.
Phillips) is requesting authorization to
import tissue samples from 5 species of
listed sawfish including the smalltooth
sawfish (Pristis pectinata), largetooth
sawfish (P. pristis), green sawfish (P.
zijsron), dwarf sawfish (P. clavata), and
narrow sawfish (Anoxypristis cuspidate)
to assess the impact of population
decline through genetic diversity. This
study will use tissue samples obtained
opportunistically from saws with
known location data held in museums,
educational and private collections to:
(1) Assess whether there has been a
recent loss of genetic diversity in
sawfishes globally, and (2) evaluate the
long-term survival outlook for
sawfishes. The applicant proposes to
import tissue samples from up to a total
of 500 sawfish specimens, from all
species, annually from at least Mexico,
Belize, United Arab Emirates, United
Kingdom, and Australia to The
University of Southern Mississippi for
analysis. The requested duration of the
permit is five years.

File No. 20610: The applicant (Dr.
Portnoy) is requesting authorization to
import scalloped hammerhead (Sphyrna
lewini) tissue in the form of fin clips or
small muscle biopsies from Belize
(Central & SW Atlantic DPS, up to 50
samples), Trinidad (Central & SW
Atlantic DPS, up to 50 samples), Mexico
(Eastern Pacific DPS, up to 100 samples;
NW Atlantic & GOM DPS, up to 50
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samples), Cuba (Central & SW Atlantic
DPS, up to 50 samples), and Sierra
Leone (Eastern Atlantic DPS, up to 50
samples) for genetic analysis at Texas
A&M University in Corpus Christi.
These samples would be used as part of
a larger project to characterize the stock
structure of S. lewini populations within
the western Atlantic, as well as between
the western Pacific and Atlantic, using
next generation sequencing techniques.
Tissue samples would be from animals
that have been previously collected, or
will be taken opportunistically as
scalloped hammerheads are
encountered in fish markets. The
requested duration of the permit is five
years.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Julia Harrison,

Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-24946 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Alaska Commercial
Operator’s Annual Report (COAR)

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before January 16, 2018.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at pracomments@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Suja Hall, (907) 586—-7462.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

The Alaska Commercial Operator’s
Annual Report (COAR) is a report that
collects harvest and production
information broken out by specific
criteria such as gear type, area, delivery
and product type, and pounds and
value. The COAR is due by April 1 of
the year following any buying or
processing activity.

Any person or company who received
a Fisheries Business License from the
Alaska Department of Revenue and an
Intent to Operate Permit by Alaska
Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G)
is required to annually submit the
COAR to the ADF&G, under Alaska
Administrative Code (AAC), chapter 5
AAC 39.130. In addition, any person or
company who receives an Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ)-only permit from
ADF&G annually must submit a COAR
to ADF&G. Any owner of a catcher/
processor or mothership with a Federal
permit operating in the EEZ off Alaska
is required to annually submit a COAR
to ADF&G under 50 CFR 679.5(p).

The COAR contains data on seafood
purchasing, production, ex-vessel
values, and first wholesale values for
seafood products. Containing
information from shoreside processors,
stationary floating processors,
motherships, and catcher/processors,
this data collection yields equivalent
annual product value information for all
respective processing sectors and
provides a consistent time series
according to which groundfish
resources may be managed more
efficiently. Use of the information
generated by the COAR is coordinated
between NMFS and the ADF&G.

I1. Method of Collection

The COAR is available in pdf and
Microsoft Word formats on the ADF&G
Web site at http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/
index.cfm?adfg=fishlicense.coar.
Respondents complete either a paper
form or the fillable file available online
and submit the form by mail to the
ADF&G.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0428.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
179.

Estimated Time per Response: 8 hr.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,432.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $716 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017—24991 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED-2017-ICCD-0116]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Gainful Employment Programs—
Subpart Q

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid (FSA),
Department of Education (ED).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing a revision of an existing
information collection.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED—
2017-ICCD-0116. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
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Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
Please note that comments submitted by
fax or email and those submitted after
the comment period will not be
accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the
Information Collection Clearance
Division, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue SW., LBJ, Room
216-34, Washington, DC 20202—4537.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Beth
Grebeldinger, 202—-377—-4018.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Gainful
Employment Programs—Subpart Q.

OMB Control Number: 1845-0123.

Type of Review: A revision of an
existing information collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: Private
Sector; Individuals or Households;
State, Local, and Tribal Governments.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 42,303,576.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 3,777,952.

Abstract: The Student Assistance
General Provisions regulations were
amended by adding Subpart Q to Part

668, to establish measures for
determining whether certain
postsecondary educational programs
lead to gainful employment in
recognized occupations, and the
conditions under which these
educational programs remain eligible for
student financial assistance programs
authorized under Title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended
(HEA).

On June 16, 2017, the Department of
Education (the Department) published a
notice in the Federal Register
announcing the intention to establish a
negotiated rulemaking committee to
revise the gainful employment
regulations published on October 31,
2014. The Department anticipates
scheduling the negotiated rulemaking
sessions beginning in November or
December 2017. There have been no
changes to the regulations since the
October 31, 2014 regulatory approval.

This clearance package includes
§§668.405, 668.410, 668.411, 668.413,
and 668.414. The burden related to
§668.412 was removed from this
collection and applied to information
collection 1845-0107 in February 2017
to more accurately associate the
requirements of the regulations with the
correct collection package.

Dated: November 14, 2017
Kate Mullan,

Acting Director, Information Collection
Clearance Division, Office of the Chief Privacy
Officer, Office of Management.

[FR Doc. 201724976 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED-2017-ICCD-0117]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Gainful Employment Program—
Subpart Q—Appeals for Debt to
Earnings Rates

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid (FSA),
Department of Education (ED).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing an extension of an existing
information collection.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by

searching the Docket ID number ED-
2017-ICCD-0117. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
Please note that comments submitted by
fax or email and those submitted after
the comment period will not be
accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the
Information Collection Clearance
Division, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue SW., LBJ, Room
216-34, Washington, DC 20202-4537.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Beth
Grebeldinger, 202—-377-4018.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Gainful
Employment Program—Subpart Q—
Appeals for Debt to Earnings Rates.

OMB Control Number: 1845-0122.

Type of Review: An extension of an
existing information collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: Private
Sector; State, Local, and Tribal
Governments.
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Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 792.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 23,860.

Abstract: The Student Assistance
General Provisions regulation was
amended by adding Subpart Q to Part
668. This subpart applies to
postsecondary educational programs
that lead to gainful employment (GE) in
recognized occupations. 1845—0122
pertains to § 668.406—Appeals for Debt
to Earnings (D/E) rates. The regulations
allow an institution to submit alternate
earnings appeals to challenge the
Secretary’s determination of a GE
program that is failing or in the zone
based on the D/E rates calculated for a
specific GE program.

On June 16, 2017, the Department of
Education (the Department) published a
notice in the Federal Register
announcing the intention to establish a
negotiated rulemaking committee to
revise the gainful employment
regulations published on October 31,
2014. The Department anticipates
scheduling the negotiated rulemaking
sessions beginning in November or
December 2017.

The Department is requesting an
extension without change of burden to
the currently approved information
collection as any new regulations will
not be available before the expiration of
this current package. There have been
no changes to the regulations since the
initial approval of the information
collection on November 3, 2014.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Kate Mullan,

Acting Director, Information Collection
Clearance Division, Office of the Chief Privacy
Officer, Office of Management.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24977 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED-2017-ICCD-0118]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Gainful Employment Program—
Subpart R—Cohort Default Rates

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid (FSA),
Department of Education (ED).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing an extension of an existing
information collection.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED—
2017-ICCD-0118. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
Please note that comments submitted by
fax or email and those submitted after
the comment period will not be
accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the
Information Collection Clearance
Division, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue SW., LBJ, Room
216-34, Washington, DC 20202-4537.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Beth
Grebeldinger, 202-377-4018.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Gainful
Employment Program—Subpart R—
Cohort Default Rates.

OMB Control Number: 1845-0121.

Type of Review: An extension of an
existing information collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: Private
Sector; State, Local, and Tribal
Governments.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 1,559.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 5,656.

Abstract: The Student Assistance
General Provisions regulation was
amended by adding Subpart R to 34 CFR
part 668. Subpart R—Program Cohort
Default Rates mirrors Subpart N—
Cohort Default Rates where applicable.
Subpart R established a programmatic
cohort default rate (pCDR) for gainful
employment (GE) programs, whereas
Subpart N established an institutional
cohort default rate (iCDR).

On June 16, 2017, the Department of
Education (the Department) published a
notice in the Federal Register
announcing the intention to establish a
negotiated rulemaking committee to
revise the gainful employment
regulations published on October 31,
2014. The Department anticipates
scheduling the negotiated rulemaking
sessions beginning in November or
December 2017.

The Department is requesting an
extension without change of burden to
the currently approved information
collection as any new regulations will
not be finalized before the expiration of
this current package. There have been
no changes to the regulations since the
initial collection approval.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Kate Mullan,
Acting Director, Information Collection
Clearance Division, Office of the Chief Privacy
Officer, Office of Management.
[FR Doc. 2017—-24978 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket No.: ED-2017-ICCD-0140]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Comment Request;
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
Third Party Perjury Form

AGENCY: Office of Management (OM),
Department of Education (ED).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing an extension of an existing
information collection.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before January
16, 2018.

ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
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collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED-
2017-1CCD-0140. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be
submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
Please note that comments submitted by
fax or email and those submitted after
the comment period will not be
accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the
Information Gollection Clearance
Division, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Avenue SW., LBJ, Room
216-32, Washington, DC 20202—4537.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Elise Cook,
202—401-3769.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) Third Party
Perjury Form.

OMB Control Number: 1880-0545.

Type of Review: An extension of an
existing information collection.

Respondents/Affected Public:
Individuals or Households.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 62,000.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 31,000.

Abstract: This collection is necessary
to certify the identity of individuals
requesting information under the
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and
Privacy Act (PA). This certification is
required under 5 U.S.C. Section 552a(b).
The form is used by Privacy Act
requesters to obtain personal records via
regular mail, fax or email. The
department will use the information to
help identify first-party or third party
requesters with same or similar name
when requesting retrieval of their own
documents.

Dated: November 14, 2017
Stephanie Valentine,

Acting Director, Information Collection
Clearance Division, Office of the Chief Privacy
Officer, Office of Management.

[FR Doc. 2017-24941 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP18-147-000.

Applicants: Gulf South Pipeline
Company, LP.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Remove Expired and Expiring Agmts
from Tariff to be effective 11/7/2017.

Filed Date: 11/7/17.

Accession Number: 20171107-5021.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 11/20/17.

Docket Numbers: RP17-1138-001.

Applicants: Texas Gas Transmission,
LLC.

Description: Compliance Filing:
Compliance Filing in Docket No. RP17-
1138-000 to be effective 11/1/2017.

Filed Date: 11/6/17.

Accession Number: 20171106-5212.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 11/20/17.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system by
clicking on the links or querying the
docket number.

Any person desiring to intervene or
protest in any of the above proceedings
must file in accordance with Rules 211
and 214 of the Commission’s
Regulations (18 CFR 385.211 and

385.214) on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern
time on the specified comment date.
Protests may be considered, but
intervention is necessary to become a
party to the proceeding.
eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http.//www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.
Dated: November 7, 2017.
Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr.
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2017—-24988 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-OAR-2007-0482-0012; FRL—
9969-76—-0EI]

Information Collection Request
Submitted to OMB for Review and
Approval; Comment Request;
SmartWay Transport Partnership
(Renewal)

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency has submitted an information
collection request (ICR), “SmartWay
Transport Partnership” (EPA ICR No.
2265.03, OMB Control No. 2060-0663)
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act. This is a reinstatement
of the ICR, which was currently
approved through July 31, 2017. Public
comments were previously requested
via the Federal Register on July 7, 2017
during a 60-day comment period. This
notice allows for an additional 30 days
for public comments. A fuller
description of the ICR is given below,
including its estimated burden and cost
to the public. An agency may not
conduct or sponsor and a person is not
required to respond to a collection of
information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.
DATES: Additional comments may be
submitted on or before December 18,
2017.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
referencing Docket ID Number EPA—
HQ-OAR—-2007-0482-0012 to (1) EPA
online using www.regulations.gov (our
preferred method), by email to
martz.kathleen@epa.gov, or by mail to:
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EPA Docket Center, Environmental
Protection Agency, Mail Code 28221T,
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW.,
Washington, DC 20460, and (2) OMB via
email to oira_submission@omb.eop.gov.
Address comments to OMB Desk Officer
for EPA.

EPA’s policy is that all comments
received will be included in the public
docket without change including any
personal information provided, unless
the comment includes profanity, threats,
information claimed to be Confidential
Business Information (CBI) or other
information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathleen Martz, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, 2000 Traverwood
Drive, S—68, Ann Arbor, MI 48105;
telephone number: 734-214-4335; Fax:
734-214-4906; email address:
martz.kathleen@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Supporting documents, which explain
in detail the information that the EPA
will be collecting, are available in the
public docket for this ICR. The docket
can be viewed online at
www.regulations.gov or in person at the
EPA Docket Center, WJC West, Room
3334, 1301 Constitution Ave. NW.,
Washington, DC. The telephone number
for the Docket Center is 202-566—1744.
For additional information about EPA’s
public docket, visit http://www.epa.gov/
dockets.

Abstract: SmartWay is a voluntary
program that focuses on increasing
efficiency and lowering air pollution
generated by goods movement that is
open to organizations that own, operate,
or contract with fleet operations,
including truck, rail, barge, air and
multi-modal carriers, logistics
companies, and shippers. Organizations
that do not operate fleets, but that are
working to strengthen the freight
industry, such as industry trade
associations, state and local
transportation agencies and
environmental groups, also may join as
SmartWay affiliates. All organizations
that join SmartWay are asked to provide
EPA with information as part of their
SmartWay registration to annually
benchmark their transportation-related
operations and improve the
environmental performance of their
freight activities.

A company joins SmartWay when it
completes and submits a SmartWay
Excel-based tool (“reporting tool”) to
EPA. The data outputs from the
submitted tool are used by partners and
SmartWay in several ways. First, the
data provides confirmation that
SmartWay partners are meeting

established objectives in their
Partnership Agreement. The reporting
tool outputs enable EPA to assist
SmartWay partners as appropriate, and
to update them with environmental
performance and technology
information that empower them to
improve their efficiency. This
information also improves EPA’s
knowledge and understanding of the
environmental and energy impacts
associated with goods movement, and
the effectiveness of both proven and
emerging strategies to lessen those
impacts.

In addition to requesting annual
freight transportation-related data, EPA
may ask its SmartWay partners for other
kinds of information which could
include opinions and test data on the
effectiveness of new and emerging
technology applications, sales volumes
associated with SmartWay-
recommended vehicle equipment and
technologies, the reach and value of
partnering with EPA through the
SmartWay Partnership, and awareness
of the SmartWay brand. In some
instances, EPA might query other freight
industry representatives (not just
SmartWay partners), including trade
and professional associations, nonprofit
environmental groups, energy and
community organizations, and
universities, and a small sampling of the
general public.

Form Numbers: None.

Respondents/affected entities: Private
and public organizations that join
SmartWay Transport Partnership;
freight industry representatives who
engage in activities related to the
SmartWay Partnership; and
representative samplings of consumers
in the general public.

Respondent’s obligation to respond:
Voluntary.

Estimated number of respondents:
4,605.

Frequency of response: Once, on
occasion and annually.

Total estimated burden: 13,224 hours.

Total estimated cost: $909,828, which
includes no capital or operation and
maintenance costs.

Changes in the Estimates: There is an
increase of 1,720 hours in the total
estimated respondent partner burden
compared with the ICR currently
approved by OMB. This increase reflects
the following adjustments and program
changes:

(1) Adjustments increase associated
with increased interest in SmartWay,
and thus, an increase in new annual
respondents, as well as robust program
retention practices, leading to increased
number of existing respondent partners
reporting annually, increase in the

number of applications for the
SmartWay Excellence Awards and the
affiliate challenge annually;

(2) Program change increase
associated with the new SmartWay
Affiliate Program and new requirements
under SmartWay Tractor and Trailer
program; and,

(3) Adjustment decrease due to EPA’s
change in policy for submitting Awards
materials electronically, rather than by
mail.

Courtney Kerwin,

Acting Director, Collection Strategies
Division.

[FR Doc. 2017-24971 Filed 11~16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-R09-OAR-2017-0507; FRL-9970-42—
Region 9]

Adequacy Status of Motor Vehicle
Emissions Budgets in Submitted
Reasonable Further Progress Plan for
San Diego 8-Hour Ozone for
Transportation Conformity Purposes;
California

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice of adequacy.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA or “Agency”’) is notifying
the public that the Agency has found
that the motor vehicle emissions
budgets (“budgets”) for the Reasonable
Further Progress (RFP) milestone year
2017 from the “2008 Eight-Hour Ozone
Attainment Plan for San Diego County
(December 2016)” (2016 San Diego
Ozone Plan” or “plan”), are adequate
for transportation conformity purposes
for the 2008 ozone national ambient air
quality standards (NAAQS). The
California Air Resources Board (CARB)
submitted the 2016 San Diego Ozone
Plan to the EPA on April 12, 2017, as

a revision to the California State
Implementation Plan (SIP). Upon the
effective date of this notice of adequacy,
the previously-approved budgets for the
1997 8-hour ozone standards will no
longer be applicable for transportation
conformity purposes, and the San Diego
Association of Governments (SANDAG)
and the U.S. Department of
Transportation must use these adequate
budgets in future transportation
conformity determinations.

DATES: This finding is effective
December 4, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
Kelly, EPA, Region IX, Air Division
AIR-2, 75 Hawthorne Street, San
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Francisco, CA 94105-3901; (415) 947—
4151 or kelly.johnj@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document, whenever
“we,” “us,” or “our” is used, we mean
the EPA.

Today’s notice is simply an
announcement of a finding that we have
already made. The EPA sent a letter to
CARB on October 19, 2017 stating that
the motor vehicle emissions budgets in
the submitted 2016 San Diego Ozone
Plan for the RFP milestone year 2017 are
adequate for transportation conformity
purposes.! We announced availability of
the plan and related budgets on the
EPA’s transportation conformity Web
site on July 20, 2017, requesting
comments by August 21, 2017. We
received no comments in response to
the adequacy review posting. The
finding is available at the EPA’s
conformity Web site: https://
www.epa.gov/state-and-local-
transportation/state-implementation-
plans-sip-submissions-epa-has-found-
adequate-or. The adequate motor
vehicle emissions budgets are provided
in the following table:

ADEQUATE MOTOR VEHICLE
EMISSIONS BUDGETS

Volatile ;
organic Nﬁirggs "
Pudgetyear | crnfoue | lonsper

summer day) summer day)

2017 .......... 23 42

Transportation conformity is required
by Clean Air Act section 176(c). The
EPA’s conformity rule requires that
transportation plans, transportation
improvement programs, and
transportation projects conform to a
state’s air quality SIP and establishes the
criteria and procedures for determining
whether or not they conform.
Conformity to a SIP means that
transportation activities will not
produce new air quality violations,
worsen existing violations, or delay
timely attainment of the NAAQS.

The criteria we use to determine
whether a SIP’s motor vehicle emission
budgets are adequate for conformity
purposes are outlined in 40 CFR
93.118(e)(4), promulgated on August 15,
1997.2 We have further described our
process for determining the adequacy of
submitted SIP budgets in our final rule
dated July 1, 2004, and we used the

1 See letter from Matthew J. Lakin, Acting
Director, Air Division, EPA Region IX, to Richard
Corey, Executive Officer, CARB, dated October 19,
2017.

2 See 62 FR 43780 (August 15, 1997).

information in these resources in
making our adequacy determination.3
Please note that an adequacy review is
separate from the EPA’s completeness
review and should not be used to
prejudge the EPA’s ultimate action on
the SIP. Even if we find a budget
adequate, the SIP could later be
disapproved.

Pursuant to 40 CFR 93.104(e), within
2 years of the effective date of this
notice, SANDAG and the U.S.
Department of Transportation will need
to demonstrate conformity to the new
budgets if the demonstration has not
already been made.# For demonstrating
conformity to the budgets in this plan,
the on-road motor vehicle emissions
from implementation of the
transportation plan or program should
be projected consistently with the
budgets in this plan, i.e., by taking the
county’s emissions results derived from
CARB’s EMFAC model (short for
EMission FACtor) and then rounding
the emissions up to the nearest ton.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.
Dated: October 25, 2017.
Alexis Strauss,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 2017-25020 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[ER-FRL-9036-2)]

Environmental Impact Statements;
Notice of Availability

Responsible Agency: Office of Federal
Activities, General Information (202)
564—7146 or http://www2.epa.gov/
nepa/.

Weekly receipt of Environmental Impact

Statements (EISs)

Filed 11/06/2017 Through 11/10/2017
Pursuant to 40 CFR 1506.9.

Notice

Section 309(a) of the Clean Air Act
requires that EPA make public its
comments on EISs issued by other
Federal agencies. EPA’s comment letters
on EISs are available at: https://
cdxnodengn.epa.gov/cdx-nepa-public/
action/eis/search.

EIS No. 20170219, Draft Supplement,
FRA, CA, California High-Speed Rail:
Fresno to Bakersfield Section,
Comment Period Ends: 01/16/2018,
Contact: Stephanie Perez (202) 493—
0388.

3 See 69 FR 40004 (July 1, 2004).
4 See 73 FR 4419 (January 24, 2008).

EIS No. 20170222, Final, NMFS, OR,
Analyze Impacts of NOAA’s National
Marine Fisheries, Service joining as a
signatory to a new U.S. v. Oregon,
Management Agreement for the Years
2018-2027, Review Period Ends: 12/
18/2017, Contact: Jeromy Jording
(360) 753-9576.

EIS No. 20170223, Draft, NCPC, DC,
South Mall Campus Master Plan,
Comment Period Ends: 01/16/2018,
Contact: Matthew Flis (202) 482—
7236.

EIS No. 20170224, Draft, USACE, VA,
Draft Integrated City of Norfolk
Coastal Storm Risk Management
Feasibility Study, Comment Period
Ends: 01/02/2018, Contact: Kathy
Perdue (757) 201-7218.

EIS No. 20170225, Final, DOS, DC,
Foreign Missions Center at the Former
Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
Review Period Ends: 12/18/2017,
Contact: Geoffrey Hunt (202) 647—
7530.

EIS No. 20170226, Draft Supplement,
BLM, AZ, Ray Land Exchange Plan
Amendment, Comment Period Ends:
02/16/2018, Contact: Michael Werner
(602) 417-9561.

EIS No. 20170227, Draft, TVA, TN,
Cumberland Fossil Plant Coal
Combustion Residual Management
Operations, Comment Period Ends:
01/02/2018, Contact: Anita Masters
(423) 751-8697.

EIS No. 20170228, Final, FHWA, NY,
New York State Route 198
(Scajaquada Expressway) Corridor
Project, Review Period Ends: 12/19/
2017, Contact: Peter Osborn (518)
431-4127.

Dated: November 14, 2017.
Kelly Knight,

Director, NEPA Compliance Division, Office
of Federal Activities.

[FR Doc. 2017-24973 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
COMMISSION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request; Generic Clearance
for the Collection of Qualitative
Feedback on Agency Service Delivery

AGENCY: Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of a Federal
Government-wide effort to streamline
the process to seek feedback from the
public on service delivery, the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity
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Commission (EEOC) has submitted a
Generic Information Collection Request
(Generic ICR): “Generic Clearance for
the Collection of Qualitative Feedback
on Agency Service Delivery” to OMB for
approval under the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA).

DATES: Written comments on this notice
must be submitted on or before
December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Comments on this notice
must be submitted to Joseph B. Nye,
Policy Analyst, Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, 725 17th
Street NW., Washington, DC 20503,
email oira_submission@omb.eop.gov.
Commenters are also encouraged to
send comments to the EEOC online at
http://www.regulations.gov, which is
the Federal eRulemaking Portal. Follow
the instructions on this Web site for
submitting comments. In addition, the
EEOC’s Executive Secretariat will accept
comments in hard copy. Hard copy
comments should be sent to Bernadette
Wilson, Acting Executive Officer, EEOC,
131 M Street NE., Washington, DC
20507. Finally, the Executive Secretariat
will accept comments totaling six or
fewer pages by facsimile (“fax”)
machine before the same deadline at
(202) 663—4114. (This is not a toll-free
number.) Receipt of fax transmittals will
not be acknowledged, except that the
sender may request confirmation of
receipt by calling the Executive
Secretariat staff at (202) 663—4070
(voice) or (202) 663—4074 (TTY). (These
are not toll-free telephone numbers.)
The EEOC will post online at http://
www.regulations.gov all comments
submitted, regardless of whether they
are submitted via the Web site, in hard
copy, or by fax to the Executive
Secretariat. These comments will be
posted without change, including any
personal information you provide.
However, the EEOC reserves the right to
refrain from posting libelous or
otherwise inappropriate comments
including those that contain obscene,
indecent, or profane language; that
contain threats or defamatory
statements; that contain hate speech
directed at race, color, sex, national
origin, age, religion, disability, or
genetic information; or that promote or
endorse services or products. All
comments received, including any
personal information provided, also will
be available for public inspection during
normal business hours by appointment
only at the EEOC Headquarters Library,
131 M Street NE., Washington, DC
20507. Upon request, individuals who
require assistance viewing comments
will be provided appropriate aids such

as readers or print magnifiers. To
schedule an appointment, contact EEOC
Library staff at (202) 663—4630 (voice) or
(202) 663—4641 (TTY). (These are not
toll-free numbers.)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erin
Norris, Senior Attorney, EEOC Office of
Legal Counsel, 129 W. Trade Street,
Charlotte, NC 28202, 704-954—6491,
erin.norris@eeoc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Generic Clearance for the
Collection of Qualitative Feedback on
Agency Service Delivery.

Abstract: The information collection
activity will garner qualitative customer
and stakeholder feedback in an efficient,
timely manner, in accordance with the
government’s commitment to improving
service delivery. By qualitative feedback
we mean information that provides
useful insights on perceptions and
opinions, but are not statistical surveys
that yield quantitative results that can
be generalized to the population of
study. This feedback will provide
insights into customer or stakeholder
perceptions, experiences and
expectations, provide an early warning
of issues with service, or focus attention
on areas where communication, training
or changes in operations might improve
delivery of products or services. These
collections will allow for ongoing,
collaborative and actionable
communications between the Agency
and its customers and stakeholders. It
will also allow feedback to contribute
directly to the improvement of program
management.

Feedback collected under this generic
clearance will provide useful
information, but it will not yield data
that can be generalized to the overall
population. This type of generic
clearance for qualitative information
will not be used for quantitative
information collections that are
designed to yield reliably actionable
results, such as monitoring trends over
time or documenting program
performance. Such data uses require
more rigorous designs that address: The
target population to which
generalizations will be made, the
sampling frame, the sample design
(including stratification and clustering),
the precision requirements or power
calculations that justify the proposed
sample size, the expected response rate,
methods for assessing potential non-
response bias, the protocols for data
collection, and any testing procedures
that were or will be undertaken prior
fielding the study. Depending on the
degree of influence the results are likely
to have, such collections may still be
eligible for submission for other generic

mechanisms that are designed to yield
quantitative results.

No comments were received by the
agency in response to the 60-day notice
published in the Federal Register of
December 22, 2010 (75 FR 80542).

Below we provide EEOC’s projected
average estimates for the next three
years:

Current Actions: New collection of
information.

Type of Review: New collection.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households, businesses and
organizations, State, Local or Tribal
Government.

Average Expected Annual Number of
Activities: 5.

Respondents: 8,020.

Annual Responses: 11,020.

Frequency of Response: Once per
respondent for four activities, twice per
respondent for one activity.

Average Minutes per Response: 6.5.

Burden Hours: 1194.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid
Office of Management and Budget
control number.

For the Commission.
Dated: November 9, 2017.
Victoria A. Lipnic,
Acting Chair.
[FR Doc. 2017—24979 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6570-01-P

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION
[Petition No. P2-17]

Petition of COSCO Shipping Lines Co.,
Ltd., Orient Overseas Container Line
Limited, and OOCL (Europe) Limited
for an Exemption From Agreement
Filing; Notice of Filing And Request for
Comments

Notice is hereby given that COSCO
Shipping Lines Co., Ltd., Orient
Overseas Container Line Limited, and
OOCL (Europe) Limited (“Petitioners”),
have petitioned the Commission
pursuant to Section 16 of the Shipping
Act of 1984, 46 U.S.C. 40103(a), 46 CFR
502.92, and 46 CFR 535.301, for an
exemption from agreement filing
requirements Petitioners request an
exemption ““to replicate as to Cosco and
OOCL the exemption automatically
applicable to wholly-owned subsidiaries
pursuant to 46 CFR 535.307, including
its exemption from the provisions of
Section 10(c) of the Act, 46 U.S.C.
41105.”

The Petitioners state that a pending
business transaction will make them
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. . . part of a single, common business
enterprise . . .” though they will retain
the brands as separate legal entities. The
Petitioners speculate that “‘the
transaction will be completed . . .
potentially as early as mid-December
2017.” Petitioners state that “the
exemption would apply to all
agreements and activities between
Cosco and OOCL that would otherwise
be subject to filing under the Act, so
long as the parties are commonly owned
and controlled.” The Petitioners claim
that “the requested exemption will not
result in a substantial reduction in
competition and will not be detrimental
to commerce.”

In order for the Commission to make
a thorough evaluation of the exemption
requested in the Petition, pursuant to 46
CFR 502.92, interested parties are
requested to submit views or arguments
in reply to the Petition no later than
December 1, 2017. Replies shall be sent
to the Secretary by email to Secretary@
fmec.gov or by mail to Federal Maritime
Commission, 800 North Capitol Street
NW., Washington, DC 20573-0001, and
replies shall be served on Petitioners’
counsels, David F. Smith, Cozen O’
Connor, 1200 Nineteenth Street NW.,
Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036,
dsmith@cozen.com, Robert B.
Yoshitomi, Nixon Peabody LLP, 300
South Grand Avenue, Suite 4100, Los
Angeles, CA 90071-3151, ryoshitomi@
nixonpeabody.com, and Eric C. Jeffrey,
799 9th Street NW., Suite 500,
Washington, DC 20001-5327, ejeffrey@
nixonpeabody.com.

Non-confidential filings may be
submitted in hard copy to the Secretary
at the above address or by email as a
PDF attachment to Secretary@fmc.gov
and include in the subject line: P2-17
(Commenter/Company). Confidential
filings should not be filed by email. A
confidential filing must be filed with the
Secretary in hard copy only, and be
accompanied by a transmittal letter that
identifies the filing as “Confidential-
Restricted”” and describes the nature and
extent of the confidential treatment
requested. The Commission will
provide confidential treatment to the
extent allowed by law for confidential
submissions, or parts of submissions, for
which confidentiality has been
requested. When a confidential filing is
submitted, there must also be submitted
a public version of the filing. Such
public filing version shall exclude
confidential materials, and shall
indicate on the cover page and on each
affected page “Confidential materials
excluded.” Public versions of
confidential filings may be submitted by
email. The Petition will be posted on
the Commission’s Web site at http://

www.fmc.gov/P2-17. Replies filed in
response to the Petition will also be
posted on the Commission’s Web site at
this location.

Rachel E. Dickon,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-25007 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6731-AA-P

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request

AGENCY: Federal Trade Commission
(“FTC” or “Commission”).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The information collection
requirements described below will be
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (“OMB”’) for review, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (“PRA”). The FTC seeks public
comments on proposed information
requests sent pursuant to compulsory
process to a combined ten or more of the
largest domestic cigarette manufacturers
and smokeless tobacco manufacturers.
The information sought would include,
among other things, data on annual
sales and marketing expenditures. The
current FTC clearance from the Office of
Management and Budget (“OMB”’) to
conduct such information collection
expires January 31, 2018. The
Commission intends to ask OMB for
renewed three-year clearance to collect
this information.

DATES: Comments on the proposed
information requests must be received
on or before December 18, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Interested parties may file a
comment online or on paper, by
following the instructions in the
Request for Comment part of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
below. Write: “Tobacco Reports:
Paperwork Comment, FTC File No.
P054507” on your comment, and file the
comment online at https://ftcpublic.
commentworks.com/ftc/tobacco
reportspra by following the instructions
on the web-based form. If you prefer to
file your comment on paper, mail your
comment to the following address:
Federal Trade Commission, Office of the
Secretary, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW., Suite CC-5610 (Annex J),
Washington, DC 20580, or deliver your
comment to the following address:
Federal Trade Commission, Office of the
Secretary, Constitution Center, 400 7th
Street SW., 5th Floor, Suite 5610
(Annex J), Washington, DC 20024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the proposed collection of
information should be addressed to
Michael Ostheimer, Division of
Advertising Practices, Bureau of
Consumer Protection, Federal Trade
Commission, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW., Mailstop CC-10603, Washington,
DC 20580. Telephone: (202) 326—2699.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: FTC Cigarette and Smokeless
Tobacco Data Collection.

OMB Control Number: 3084—0134.

Type of Review: Extension of
currently approved collection.

On August 10, 2017, the Commission
sought comment on the information
collection requirements associated with
the Cigarette and Smokeless Tobacco
Data Collection. 82 FR 37440 (““August
10, 2017 Notice”). Pursuant to the OMB
regulations, 5 CFR part 1320, that
implement the PRA, 44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq., the FTC is providing a second
opportunity for the public to comment
while seeking OMB approval to renew
the existing clearance for the
information the FTC proposes to seek
from the largest domestic cigarette
manufacturers and smokeless tobacco
manufacturers.

In response to the August 10, 2017
Notice, the Commission received
comments from the Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Kids (“CTFK”) and Altria
Client Services (‘“‘Altria”).

The CTFK comment specifically
noted the utility and importance of the
Commission’s Cigarette and Smokeless
Tobacco Reports, and urged the agency
to continue collecting and reporting
industry sales and marketing
expenditure data, which CTFK stated
provide “critical data to researchers,
policymakers, advocates and the general
public.” CTFK additionally observed:

The FTC is currently the primary source
for data on cigarette and smokeless tobacco
companies’ marketing and promotional
expenditures. No other agency collects and
publishes such information directly from the
companies, making the FTC reports the most
accurate and reliable assessment of tobacco
marketing and promotion expenditures
available.

CTFK at 1.

CTFK, however, suggested certain
modifications to the Commission’s
reports. Specifically, CTFK
recommended that the Commission: (1)
Report separately price discount
expenditures for retailers and
wholesalers; (2) clarify the definitions of
certain expenditure categories—
specifically, in which category coupons
that consumers obtain online are to be
counted; (3) report data on a company-
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specific or brand-specific basis, rather
than on a fully-aggregated basis; (4)
require manufacturers to report
expenditures related to corporate
sponsorships and advertisements; and
(5) provide an option to download the
published report data in spreadsheet
format. Id. at 2.

The Commission agrees that
collecting and reporting separately price
discount expenditures for retailers and
wholesalers is useful. Beginning with its
6(b) Orders for 2014, the Commission
has been separately collecting and
reporting information about price
discounts paid to retailers and price
discounts paid to wholesalers.

The Commission will clarify in future
Orders that expenditures on coupons
delivered online should be reported
together with coupons delivered by
other means. The full impact of
couponing by the major cigarette and
smokeless tobacco manufacturers can
only be seen if expenditures for all
coupons are reported together,
regardless of how those coupons are
delivered to consumers.

Regarding CTFK’s suggestion that data
be reported on other than a fully-
aggregated, nationwide basis, the
cigarette and smokeless tobacco
companies assert that those data are
confidential and, as CTFK
acknowledges, the Commission cannot
publicly release trade secrets or certain
commercial or financial information. Id.
at 2 n.2.

As for requiring manufacturers to
report expenditures related to corporate
sponsorships and advertisements, the
Commission already requires the
recipients of its 6(b) Orders to report
certain expenditures made in the name
of the company, rather than any of its
brands.! However, the Commission does
not include those data in its Cigarette
and Smokeless Tobacco Reports. The
Commission will consider whether
those expenditures should be reported
in the future or whether to cease
collecting this information.

The Commission agrees that it would
be helpful to provide an option to
download the published report data in
spreadsheet format and will begin doing
so with its next published reports.

Altria stated that the Commission
should no longer collect any
information from cigarette and

1Both the cigarette and smokeless tobacco Orders
require the recipients to report expenditures on
“public entertainment events (including, but not
limited to, concerts and sporting events) bearing or
otherwise displaying the name of the Company or
any variation thereof but not bearing or otherwise
displaying the name, logo, or an image of any
portion of the package” of any of its cigarettes or
smokeless tobacco products, or otherwise referring
to those products.

smokeless tobacco manufacturers ““in
light of the Food and Drug
Administration’s . . . extensive, active
regulatory authority over tobacco
products under the Family Smoking
Prevention and Tobacco Control Act,”
calling such collections “superfluous”
and “unnecessary burdens.” Altria at 1,
3. Altria contends that the FTC’s most
recent requests seek ‘“not only
information that the companies already
produce to FDA, but also information
unrelated to the advertising and
promotion of tobacco products.” Id. at
3—4. It gives the following examples:

(a) cigarette design data, including cigarette
length, style, flavor, and filter type; (b)
constituent data, including nicotine, carbon
monoxide, and tar; (c) lists of cigarettes first
sold or discontinued in 2016; and (d) lists of
other product information, including brand
varieties, pack size, and package type.

Id. at 4 n.15. Altria also suggests that the
FTC has recently expanded its requests
to seek information on expenditures
from parent companies that do not sell
or advertise tobacco products. Id. at 3.
The FTC staff and FDA staff have a
long tradition of working together on the
many areas where the two agencies
share jurisdiction. The FDA is not
collecting cigarette or smokeless tobacco
sales and marketing expenditure data
like that required by the Commission’s
6(b) Orders, so there is no overlap or
duplication with respect to such data.
Moreover, to the extent there might be
some overlap in the collection of
information about whether brand styles
of cigarettes are filtered or unfiltered,
menthol or non-menthol, and their
cigarette length, the Commission needs
those data so it can combine them with
sales information for each brand style in
order to report the percentages of
cigarettes sold by the leading
manufacturers falling into each product
type category (e.g., 26% of the cigarettes
sold by these manufacturers in 2015
were menthol). FDA is not collecting
cigarette sales information, so it cannot
calculate sales percentages by product
types. The Commission intends to
continue collecting cigarette and
smokeless tobacco sales and marketing
expenditure data, together with cigarette
length, flavor, and filter information. To
the extent that in the future the FDA
duplicates the FTC’s data collection, the
FTC can modify or cease its collection.
Until 2000, the Commission collected
cigarette tar, nicotine, and carbon
monoxide yields and published that
information by brand style. Because of
concerns that the yield information was
misleading consumers, the Commission
ceased publishing that information, but
it has continued to collect tar, nicotine,

and carbon monoxide yields to the
extent recipients of the 6(b) Orders
possess it, and the Commission releases
the data to researchers in response to
Freedom of Information Act requests. In
recent years, however, there have been
very few requests for the data. Given
that the Commission no longer
publishes tar, nicotine, and carbon
monoxide reports and the limited
interest in these data, the Commission
intends to cease collecting tar, nicotine,
and carbon monoxide yield data.

There are other information fields that
the Commission no longer needs to
collect, including information about
cigarette package type, cigarette package
size, cigarette styles, and whether a
cigarette variety’s tar yield and its
nicotine yield are disclosed on its
package. The Commission intends to
continue to collect UPC-Codes in order
to distinguish one variety from another,
but does not need any other variety
descriptors beyond cigarette length,
flavor, and filter information. The
Commission also no longer needs lists
of cigarettes first sold or discontinued in
a calendar year.

Contrary to Altria’s suggestion, the
FTC did not recently expand its requests
to seek information from parent
companies. More than a decade ago, the
Commission began directing its orders
to the ultimate domestic parents of the
cigarette and smokeless tobacco
manufacturers because some parent
companies owned more than one
subsidiary selling those products and
the Commission wanted to ensure that
no relevant data from affiliated
companies went unreported. Moreover,
the 6(b) Orders ask several questions
about whether the recipient engages in
certain practices, such as paying for
cigarette or smokeless tobacco product
placement in movies, and the
Commission wants to be sure that such
practices by any related company are
reported, even if that company does not
itself sell cigarette or smokeless tobacco
products. The Commission intends to
continuing directing its 6(b) Orders to
the parent companies of the leading
cigarette and smokeless tobacco
manufacturers.

Burden Statement:2

Estimated Annual Burden: 1,980
hours.3

2The details and assumptions underlying these
estimates were set forth in the August 10, 2017
Federal Register notice.

3The Commission intends to use this PRA
clearance renewal to collect information from the
companies concerning their marketing and sales
activities for the years 2017, 2018, and 2019. The
Commission expects to issue compulsory process
orders seeking this information annually, but it is

Continued
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Estimated Number of Respondents: 15
maximum.

These estimates include any time
spent by separately incorporated
subsidiaries and other entities affiliated
with the ultimate parent companies that
receive the information requests.

Estimated Average Burden per Year
per Respondent: 180 hours.

(a) Information requests to the four
largest cigarette companies and five
largest smokeless tobacco companies, at
a per company average each year of 180
hours = 1,620 hours, cumulatively, per
year; and

(b) Information requests to six
additional respondents, of smaller size,
at a per company average each year of
60 hours = 360 hours, cumulatively, per
year.

Estimated Annual Labor Cost:
$198,000.

Estimated Capital or Other Non-Labor
Cost: De minimis.

Request for Comment: You can file a
comment online or on paper. For the
Commission to consider your comment,
we must receive it on or before
December 18, 2017. Write “Tobacco
Reports: Paperwork Comment, FTC File
No. P054507” on your comment. Your
comment—including your name and
your state—will be placed on the public
record of this proceeding, including, to
the extent practicable, on the public
Commission Web site, at http://
www.ftc.gov/os/publiccomments.shtm.

Postal mail addressed to the
Commission is subject to delay due to
heightened security screening. As a
result, we encourage you to submit your
comments online, or to send them to the
Commission by courier or overnight
service. To make sure that the
Commission considers your online
comment, you must file it at https://
ftepublic.commentworks.com/ftc/
tobaccoreportspra, by following the
instructions on the web-based form.
When this Notice appears at http://
www.regulations.gov/#!home, you also
may file a comment through that Web
site.

If you file your comment on paper,
write “Tobacco Reports: Paperwork
Comment, FTC File No. P054507”’ on
your comment and on the envelope, and
mail your comment to the following
address: Federal Trade Commission,
Office of the Secretary, 600
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite CC—

possible that orders might not be issued in any
given year and that orders seeking information for
two years would be issued the next year. The
figures set forth in this notice for the estimated
hours and labor costs associated with this
information collection represent average annual
burden over the course of the prospective PRA
clearance.

5610 (Annex J), Washington, DC 20580,
or deliver your comment to the
following address: Federal Trade
Commission, Office of the Secretary,
Constitution Center, 400 7th Street SW.,
5th Floor, Suite 5610 (Annex J),
Washington, DC 20024. If possible,
submit your paper comment to the
Commission by courier or overnight
service.

Because your comment will be placed
on the publicly accessible FTC Web site
at https://www.ftc.gov/, you are solely
responsible for making sure that your
comment does not include any sensitive
or confidential information. In
particular, your comment should not
include any sensitive personal
information, such as your or anyone
else’s Social Security number; date of
birth; driver’s license number or other
state identification number, or foreign
country equivalent; passport number;
financial account number; or credit or
debit card number. You are also solely
responsible for making sure that your
comment does not include any sensitive
health information, such as medical
records or other individually
identifiable health information. In
addition, your comment should not
include any ‘““trade secret or any
commercial or financial information
which . . . is privileged or
confidential’—as provided by Section
6(f) of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. 46(f), and
FTC Rule 4.10(a)(2), 16 CFR 4.10(a)(2)—
including in particular competitively
sensitive information such as costs,
sales statistics, inventories, formulas,
patterns, devices, manufacturing
processes, or customer names.

Comments containing material for
which confidential treatment is
requested must be filed in paper form,
must be clearly labeled “Confidential,”
and must comply with FTC Rule 4.9(c).
In particular, the written request for
confidential treatment that accompanies
the comment must include the factual
and legal basis for the request, and must
identify the specific portions of the
comment to be withheld from the public
record. See FTC Rule 4.9(c). Your
comment will be kept confidential only
if the General Counsel grants your
request in accordance with the law and
the public interest. Once your comment
has been posted on the public FTC Web
site—as legally required by FTC Rule
4.9(b)—we cannot redact or remove
your comment from the FTC Web site,
unless you submit a confidentiality
request that meets the requirements for
such treatment under FTC Rule 4.9(c),
and the General Counsel grants that
request.

The FTC Act and other laws that the
Commission administers permit the

collection of public comments to
consider and use in this proceeding as
appropriate. The Commission will
consider all timely and responsive
public comments that it receives on or
before December 18, 2017. For
information on the Commission’s
privacy policy, including routine uses
permitted by the Privacy Act, see
https://www.ftc.gov/site-information/
privacy-policy.

Comments on the information
collection requirements subject to
review under the PRA should
additionally be submitted to OMB. If
sent by U.S. mail, they should be
addressed to Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, Attention:
Desk Officer for the Federal Trade
Commission, New Executive Office
Building, Docket Library, Room 10102,
725 17th Street NW., Washington, DC
20503. Comments sent to OMB by U.S.
postal mail are subject to delays due to
heightened security precautions. Thus,
comments instead can also be sent via
email to wliberante@omb.eop.gov.

David C. Shonka,
Acting General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2017-24915 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6750-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[Document Identifier: CMS-102 and CMS-
105]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing
an opportunity for the public to
comment on CMS’ intention to collect
information from the public. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, and to allow

a second opportunity for public
comment on the notice. Interested
persons are invited to send comments
regarding the burden estimate or any
other aspect of this collection of
information, including the necessity and
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utility of the proposed information
collection for the proper performance of
the agency’s functions, the accuracy of
the estimated burden, ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology to
minimize the information collection
burden.

DATES: Comments on the collection(s) of
information must be received by the
OMB desk officer by December 18, 2017.
ADDRESSES: When commenting on the
proposed information collections,
please reference the document identifier
or OMB control number. To be assured
consideration, comments and
recommendations must be received by
the OMB desk officer via one of the
following transmissions: OMB, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Attention: CMS Desk Officer, Fax
Number: (202) 395-5806 OR, Email:
OIRA_submission@omb.eop.gov.

To obtain copies of a supporting
statement and any related forms for the
proposed collection(s) summarized in
this notice, you may make your request
using one of following:

1. Access CMS’ Web site address at
Web site address at https://
www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/Paperwork
ReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing.html.

2. Email your request, including your
address, phone number, OMB number,
and CMS document identifier, to
Paperwork@cms.hhs.gov.

3. Call the Reports Clearance Office at
(410) 786-1326.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William Parham at (410) 786—4669.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. The term “collection of
information” is defined in 44 U.S.C.
3502(3) and 5 CFR 1320.3(c) and
includes agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide

3506(c)(2)(A)) requires federal agencies
to publish a 30-day notice in the
Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information,
including each proposed extension or
reinstatement of an existing collection
of information, before submitting the
collection to OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, CMS is
publishing this notice that summarizes
the following proposed collection(s) of
information for public comment:

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Reinstatement without change
of a previously approved collection;
Title of Information Collection: Clinical
Laboratory Improvement Amendments
of 1988 (CLIA) Budget Workload
Reports and Supporting Regulations;
Use: We will use the collected
information to determine the amount of
Federal reimbursement for surveys
conducted. Use of the information
includes program evaluation, audit,
budget formulation and budget
approval. Form CMS-102 is a multi-
purpose form designed to capture and
record all budget and expenditure data.
Form CMS-105 captures the annual
projected CLIA workload that the State
survey agency will accomplish. Our
regional offices also use the information
to approve the annual projected CLIA
workload. The information is required
as part of the section 1864 agreement
with the state. Form Numbers: CMS—-102
and CMS-105 (OMB control number:
0938-0599); Frequency: Quarterly;
Affected Public: State, Local, or Tribal
Governments; Number of Respondents:
50; Total Annual Responses: 50; Total
Annual Hours: 1,700. (For policy
questions regarding this collection
contact Jeffrey Pleines at 410-786—
0684.)

Dated: November 14, 2017.
William N. Parham, III,

Director, Paperwork Reduction Staff, Office
of Strategic Operations and Regulatory
Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2017-25008 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Proposed Information Collection
Activity; Comment Request

Proposed Projects:

Title: Generic Clearance for the
Collection of Qualitative Feedback on
Agency Service Delivery.

OMB No.: 0970-0401.

Description: Executive Order 12862
directs Federal agencies to provide
service to the public that matches or
exceeds the best service available in the
private sector. In order to work
continuously to ensure that the
Administration for Children and
Families’ programs are effective and
meet our customers’ needs we use a
generic clearance process to collect
qualitative feedback on our service
delivery. This collection of information
is necessary to enable ACF to garner
customer and stakeholder feedback in
an efficient timely manner, in accord
with our commitment to improving
service delivery. The information
collected from our customers and
stakeholders will help ensure that users
have an effective, efficient and
satisfying experience with the programs.
This feedback will provide insights into
customer or stakeholder perceptions,
experiences and expectations, provide
an early warning of issues with service,
or focus attention on areas where
communication, training or change in
operation might improve delivery of
products or services. These collections
will allow for ongoing, collaborative and
actionable communications between
ACF and its customer and stakeholders.
It will also allow feedback to contribute
directly to the improvement of program
management.

This request is an extension of the
“generic fast-track” process offered to
all government agencies by OMB in
2010. Fast-tack means each request
receives approval five days after
submission, if no issues are brought to
ACF’s attention by OMB within the five

information to a third party. Section days.
3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA (44 U.S.C. Respondents:
ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES
Number of Average
Instrument rglsunggggr?tfs responses per | burden hours TOt?]IO?JLr’gde”
P respondent per response
SUMVEY ettt ettt et e bt e st e e bt e e ae e e et e eateebeeesbeeeaeesateeaneeenbeesneeenneas 10,000 1 0.5 5,000
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Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours:

In compliance with the requirements
of Section 506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the
Administration for Children and
Families is soliciting public comment
on the specific aspects of the
information collection described above.
Copies of the proposed collection of
information can be obtained and
comments may be forwarded by writing
to the Administration for Children and
Families, Office of Planning, Research
and Evaluation, 370 L’Enfant
Promenade SW., Washington, DC 20447,
Attn: ACF Reports Clearance Officer.
Email address: infocollection@
acf.hhs.gov. All requests should be
identified by the title of the information
collection.

The Department specifically requests
comments on: (a) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Consideration will be given to
comments and suggestions submitted
within 60 days of this publication.

Robert Sargis,

Reports Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24902 Filed 11-16-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4184-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

Title: Variations in Implementation of
Quality Interventions (VIQI) Project:
Data Collection.

OMB No.: New Collection.

Description: The Administration for
Children and Families (ACF), Office of
Planning, Research and Evaluation
(OPRE) proposes to collect information
as part of the Variations in
Implementation of Quality Interventions
(VIQI): Examining the Quality-Child
Outcomes Relationship in Child Care
and Early Education Project.

The VIQI Project will inform
policymakers, practitioners, and
stakeholders about effective ways to
support the quality and effectiveness of
early care and education (ECE) centers
for promoting young children’s learning
and development. In partnership with
ECE centers across the United States
that serve young children with diverse
economic backgrounds, the VIQI Project
aims to (1) identify dimensions of
quality within ECE settings that are key
levers for promoting children’s
outcomes; (2) inform what levels of
quality are necessary to successfully
support children’s developmental gains;
(3) identify drivers that facilitate and
inhibit successful implementation of
interventions aimed at strengthening
quality; and (4) understand how these
relations vary across different ECE
settings, staff, and children. To achieve
these aims, the VIQI Project will include
a year-long pilot study that will pilot up
to three curricular and professional
development models, followed by a
year-long impact evaluation and process
study that involve testing the
effectiveness of two curricular and
professional development models that
aim to strengthen teacher practices, the
quality of classroom processes, and
children’s outcomes. The study will
include up to 189 community-based and
Head Start ECE centers spread across
seven different metropolitan areas in the
United States.

To test the effectiveness of the
curricular and professional
development models, the VIQI project
will consist of a 3- or 4-group
experimental design in the pilot study
and a 3-group experimental design in
the impact evaluation and the process
study in which the initial quality and
other characteristics of ECE centers are
measured. The centers then will be
stratified based upon select information
collected—by setting type (e.g., Head
Start and community-based ECE
centers) and initial levels of quality—
and randomly assigned to one of the
intervention conditions where they will
be offered curricular and professional
development supports aimed at
strengthening the quality of classroom
and teacher practices, or to a business-
as-usual comparison condition.

In the pilot study, 24 centers in one
metropolitan area will participate in the
VIQI Project. Information about center
and staff characteristics and classroom
and teacher practices will be collected
(1) to stratify and randomly assign
centers; (2) to describe how the different
interventions are implemented and are
experienced by centers and teachers;
and (3) to document the treatment
differentials across research conditions.

The information will then be used to
adjust and to refine the research design
and measures that will be used in the
impact evaluation and process study.

In the impact evaluation and process
study, 165 centers in seven metropolitan
areas will participate in the VIQI
Project. Information about center and
staff characteristics and classroom and
teacher practices will be collected (1) to
stratify and randomly assign centers; (2)
to identify subgroups of interest; (3) to
describe how the interventions are
implemented and are experienced by
centers and teachers; (4) to document
the treatment differentials across
research conditions; and (5) to assess
the impacts of each of the interventions
on different dimensions of quality and
teacher practices when compared to a
business-as-usual comparison condition
for the impact evaluation sample and
separately for subgroups of interest. In
addition, information about the
background characteristics of families
and children being served in the centers
will be collected, as well as measures of
children’s skills at the beginning and
end of the year-long impact evaluation
for a subset of children in these centers.
This information will also be used (1) to
define subgroups of interest defined by
family and child characteristics, and (2)
to assess the impacts of each of the
interventions on children’s skills for the
full impact evaluation sample and
separately for subgroups of interest.
Lastly, the information on quality,
teacher practices and children’s skills
will be used in a set of analyses that will
rigorously examine the nature of the
quality-to-child outcomes relationship
by exploring the effects of different
dimensions and thresholds (or levels) of
quality on child outcomes for the full
impact evaluation sample and
separately for subgroups of interest.

The data collection instruments for
the VIQI Project include the following:

(1) Instruments for Screening and
Recruitment of ECE Centers will be used
in the pilot study, impact evaluation,
and process study to assess ECE centers’
eligibility, to inform the sampling
strategy, and to recruit ECE centers to
participate in the VIQI Project;

(2) Baseline Instruments for the Pilot
Study, Impact Evaluation, and Process
Study will be used to collect
background information about centers,
classrooms, center staff, and families
and children being served in the
centers. All of the instruments will be
administered at the beginning of the
pilot study, impact evaluation, and
process study, with the exception of the
baseline survey administered to parents
of children enrolled in participating
ECE centers and the protocol for
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baseline assessments of children’s skills
at the beginning of the impact
evaluation and process study;

(3) Follow-Up Instruments for the
Pilot Study, Impact Evaluation, and
Process Study will be used to inform
how centers, classrooms, teachers, and
children changed and to assess the
impacts of each of the interventions
over the course of the pilot study,
impact evaluation, and process study.
All of the instruments will be
administered at the end of the pilot

study, impact evaluation, and process
study, with the exception of the
protocol for follow-up assessments of
children’s skills at the end of the impact
evaluation and process study; and,

(4) Fidelity of Implementation
Instruments for Pilot Study and Process
Study will be used to document how the
curricular and professional
development models are delivered and
experienced by staff, to document
treatment differentials across research
conditions, and to provide context for

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES

interpreting the findings of the impact

evaluation.

Respondents: The target population of
the VIQI Project will include staff
members working in Head Start grantee
and community-based child care
oversight agencies, staff members
working in 189 ECE centers in seven
metropolitan areas across the United
States, and parents and children being
served in these centers.

Total Annual Number of Average Annual
Instrument number of number of responses per | burden hours burden hours
respondents respondents respondent per response
Instruments for Screening and Recruitment of ECE Centers
Landscaping protocol with Stakeholder Agencies (staff

burden in Head Start (HS) grantee and community-

based child care agencies) ...........cccceeeverceninicniniecnes 100 33 1 1.50 50
Screening protocol for phone calls (staff burden in HS

grantees and community-based child care agencies) ..... 110 37 1 2 74
Screening protocol for phone calls (HS and community-

based child care center staff burden) ..........ccccoceevrenne 280 93 1 1.20 112
Protocol for in-person visits for screening and recruitment

activities (staff burden in HS grantees and community-

based child care agencies) ............cccccevriiiiiiiiiics 488 163 1 1.50 245
Protocol for in-person visits for screening and recruitment

activities (HS and community-based child care center

staff burden) ..o 760 253 1 1.20 304

Baseline Instruments for the Pilot Study, Impact Evaluation, and Process Study
Baseline administrator SUrvey ..........ccccccoiiiiiiiicniieneee, 236 79 1 0.60 47
Baseline coach SUMVEY ..........ccocvveriiieeiiiee e 223 74 1 0.60 44
Baseline teacher/assistant teacher survey ............cccccec...... 1,358 453 1 0.60 272
Baseline parent/guardian information form in Impact Eval-

UALIoON ONIY . 8,568 2,856 1 0.20 571
Baseline classroom observation protocol (teacher burden) 543 181 1 0.30 54
Baseline protocol for child assessments in Impact Evalua-

tion only (child burden) .........cccooeiiiiii s 1,980 660 1 0.50 330

Follow-Up Instruments for Pilot Study, Impact Evaluation, and Process Study
Follow-up administrator SUIVEY .........ccccceeeeiieeiniieeiiieeenes 189 63 1 0.50 32
Follow-up coach survey ..........cccccocvecueennee. 178 59 1 0.50 30
Follow-up teacher/assistant teacher survey 1,086 362 1 0.75 272
Teacher reports to questions about children in classroom

(administered as part of the follow-up teacher survey) ... 543 181 1 0.67 121
Follow-up classroom observation protocol (teacher bur-

AEN) s 543 181 2 0.30 109
Follow-up protocol for child assessments in Impact Eval-

uation only (child burden) .........ccocceiiieniiiiee, 1,980 660 1 1 660

Fidelity of Implementation Instruments for Pilot Study and Process Study
C0ACH 10 et 117 39 55 0.25 536
Teacher/assistant teacher 10g .........ccccceviiiniiiiiniiicee 1,086 362 36 0.25 3258
Implementation fidelity observation protocol (teacher bur-

[0 =1 ) RS 72 24 1 0.30 7
Interview/Focus group protocol (administrator, teacher/as-

sistant teacher and coach burden) ..........ccccceeiiiiiiiens 322 107 1 1.5 161

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 7,289.

Additional Information: Copies of the
proposed collection may be obtained by
writing to the Administration for

Children and Families, Office of
Planning, Research and Evaluation, 330
C Street, SW., Washington, DC 20201,
Attn: OPRE Reports Clearance Officer.
All requests should be identified by the

title of the information collection. Email
address: OPREinfocollection@

acf.hhs.gov.

OMB Comment: OMB is required to
make a decision concerning the
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collection of information between 30
and 60 days after publication of this
document in the Federal Register.
Therefore, a comment is best assured of
having its full effect if OMB receives it
within 30 days of publication. Written
comments and recommendations for the
proposed information collection should
be sent directly to the following: Office
of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reduction Project, Email: OIRA
SUBMISSION@OMB.EOP.GOV, Attn:
Desk Officer for the Administration for
Children and Families.

Mary Jones,

ACF/OPRE Certifying Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-24901 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4184-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Proposed Information Collection
Activity: Comment Request

Proposed Projects:

Community Services Block Grant
(CSBG) State Plan Application for
States

Community Services Block Grant
(CSBG) Eligible Entity Master List

Community Services Block Grant
(CSBG) ACSI Survey of Eligible
Entities

Title: Community Services Block
Grant (CSBG) State Plan Application

OMB Number: 0970-0382

Description: Section 676 of the
Community Services Block Grant
(CSBG) Act requires states, including
the District of Columbia and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and U.S.
territories applying for CSBG funds to
submit an application and plan (CSBG
State Plan). The CSBG State Plan must
meet statutory requirements prior to
states and territories being funded with
CSBG funds. Applicants have the option
to submit a detailed plan annually or
biannually. Entities that submit a
biannual plan must provide an
abbreviated plan the following year if
substantial changes to the initial plan
will occur.

This request is to revise the
automated CSBG State Plan format for
states and territories by revising

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES

questions for clarity and system
compatibility. It is not anticipated that
these revisions will cause any
additional burden to states as they have
been completing the automated plan for
three years. It is anticipated that the
burden will continue to diminish in
subsequent years due to improved
automation.

In addition to the CSBG State Plan,
states will be requested to complete a
CSBG Eligible Entity Master List in year
one, and then make updates as
necessary in subsequent years. As the
states have the information about their
eligible entities (or sub-grantees), the
burden will be minimal to the states to
complete this the first year.

Lastly, the request includes a survey
for the CSBG eligible entities (or sub-
grantees). The survey focuses on the
customer service that the eligible
entities receive from the CSBG states.
The survey is optional, and this will be
the third time that the eligible entities
that chose to submit will complete it.

Respondents: State Governments,
including the District of Columbia and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and
U.S. territories, and local level sub-
grantees.

Average
Number of
Number of burden hours Total burden
Instrument respondents resapsorg;edseﬁter per hours

P response
CSBG State Plan Application for States .........c.cccccevirieeniniiiinecereee e 56 1 31 1,736
CSBG State Plan Eligible Entity List ......... 56 1 1 56
CSBG ACSI Survey of Eligible Entities 1,019 1 .15 152.85

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,792 hours for states and
territories; 152.85 for eligible entities.

In compliance with the requirements
of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(Pub. L. 104-13, 44 U.S.C. Chap. 35), the
Administration for Children and
Families is soliciting public comment
on the specific aspects of the
information collection described above.
Copies of the proposed collection of
information can be obtained and
comments may be forwarded by writing
to the Administration for Children and
Families, Office of Planning, Research
and Evaluation, 330 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20201. Attn: ACF
Reports Clearance Officer. Email
address: infocollection@acf.hhs.gov. All
requests should be identified by the title
of the information collection.

The Department specifically requests
comments on: (a) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the

functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Consideration will be given to
comments and suggestions submitted
within 60 days of this publication.

Robert Sargis,

Reports Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017—-24905 Filed 11-16—17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4184-27-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

[Docket No. FDA-2017-N-4179]

Cardiac Troponin Assays; Public
Workshop; Request for Comments;
Extension of Comment Period

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice; extension of comment
period.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
extending the comment period provided
in the notice entitled “Cardiac Troponin
Assays; Public Workshop; Request for
Comments” that appeared in the
Federal Register on July 31, 2017. That
notice announced the public workshop
and requested comments by November
28, 2017; FDA is extending the public
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workshop’s comment period by 30 days
to December 28, 2017, in response to
requests for an extension to allow
interested persons additional time to
submit comments.

DATES: FDA is extending the comment
period for the public workshop “Cardiac
Troponin Assays” published on July 31,
2017 (82 FR 35532). Submit either
electronic or written comments by
December 28, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
as follows. Please note that late,
untimely filed comments will not be
considered. Electronic comments must
be submitted on or before December 28,
2017. The https://www.regulations.gov
electronic filing system will accept
comments until midnight Eastern Time
at the end of December 28, 2017.
Comments received by mail/hand
delivery/courier (for written/paper
submissions) will be considered timely
if they are postmarked or the delivery
service acceptance receipt is on or
before that date.

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.

¢ If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see “Written/Paper
Submissions’ and ‘“‘Instructions’).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

¢ For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management

Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2017-N-4179 for “Cardiac Troponin
Assays; Public Workshop; Request for
Comments.” Received comments, those
filed in a timely manner (see
ADDRESSES), will be placed in the docket
and, except for those submitted as
“Confidential Submissions,” publicly
viewable at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Dockets Management Staff
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Paula Caposino, Food and Drug
Adm