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Presidential Documents

Title 3—

The President

Proclamation 9660 of October 13, 2017

National Character Counts Week, 2017

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

We celebrate National Character Counts Week because few things are more
important than cultivating strong character in all our citizens, especially
our young people. The grit and integrity of our people, visible throughout
our history, defines the soul of our Nation. This week, we reflect on the
character of determination, resolve, and honor that makes us proud to be
American.

As President Reagan declared, ‘“There is no institution more vital to our
Nation’s survival than the American family. Here the seeds of personal
character are planted, the roots of public virtue first nourished.” Character
is built slowly. Our actions—often done first out of duty—become habits
ingrained in the way we treat others and ourselves. As parents, educators,
and civic and church leaders, we must always work to cultivate strength
of character in our Nation’s youth.

Character can be hard to define, but we see it in every day acts—raising
and providing for a family with loving devotion, working hard to make
the most of an education, and giving back to devastated communities. These
and so many other acts big and small constitute the moral fiber of American
culture. Character is forged around kitchen tables, built in civic organizations,
and developed in houses of worship. It is refined by our choices, large
and small, and manifested in what we do when we think no one is paying
attention.

As we strive every day to improve our character and that of our Nation,
we pause and thank those individuals whose strength of character has in-
spired us and who have provided a supporting hand during times of need.
In particular, we applaud families as they perform the often thankless task
of raising men and women of character.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 15 through
October 21, 2017, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public
officials, educators, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.
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[FR Doc. 2017-22930
Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3295-F8-P

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
second.
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Presidential Documents

Proclamation 9661 of October 13, 2017

National Forest Products Week, 2017

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

During National Forest Products Week, we recognize the invaluable contribu-
tion forest products make to our daily lives, the forest products industry’s
importance to our economy, and the incredible beauty and recreational
opportunities provided by our Nation’s woodlands. This year, many of our
forests and surrounding communities face blazing wildfires, so we also
pray for the safety of our people, our first responders, and our forest habitats.

Our Nation is blessed with millions of acres of forested lands. These lands
produce abundant renewable and sustainable natural resources that support
our economy. They provide 2.4 million jobs, primarily in rural communities
across America, and produce products that help improve our everyday lives.
Whether we are writing a note, building a home, or sending a delivery,
paper and wood products enable us to do our jobs and live comfortable
lives.

America’s thriving forest products market helps protect and preserve our
abundant forests for future generations. Demand for forest products encour-
ages landowners to replant and maintain healthy forests, knowing that
through proper stewardship and responsible management, our precious for-
ests will continue to contribute to our economic prosperity and quality
of life.

During National Forest Products Week, we acknowledge and celebrate the
many uses of our parks, forests, and woodlands, and we honor the dedicated
Americans who work to ensure our forests remain productive and magnificent
for future generations.

Recognizing the economic value of the products yielded in our Nation’s
forests, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended,
has designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in October of each
year as ‘“‘National Forest Products Week” and has authorized and requested
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 15 through
October 21, 2017, as National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to
reaffirm our commitment to our Nation’s forests.
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[FR Doc. 2017-22936
Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3295-F8-P

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
second.
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Presidential Documents

Proclamation 9662 of October 13, 2017

Blind Americans Equality Day, 2017

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

On Blind Americans Equality Day, we celebrate the achievements of our
blind and visually impaired citizens. These individuals make meaningful
contributions every day to our country, enhancing and strengthening our
communities and our culture. On this day, we reflect as a Nation on how
we will continue to set the global standard in ensuring that our blind
and visually impaired citizens live in communities of opportunity, respect,
and civic engagement. Not only do the blind and visually impaired deserve
to live in such communities, but we know that when they do, our schools,
businesses, and society are stronger and more vibrant.

Blind and visually impaired Americans face unique barriers and obstacles
in their lives as they strive to achieve their goals and aspirations. As a
Nation, we will work to eliminate those hindrances and to ensure that
everyone has the opportunity to achieve the American Dream. Through
technological advances, job training and educational opportunities, and the
engagement of business and industry leaders, our blind and visually impaired
citizens can continue to enrich our Nation with their gifts and talents and
write their own stories of success.

My Administration plans to create 25 million new American jobs over
the next decade that will ignite economic growth, allowing all our citizens,
including millions of Americans with disabilities, to reach their full potential
and enjoy greater prosperity. By Executive Order on June 15, 2017, we
expanded apprenticeships, giving more Americans, including individuals
with disabilities, access to relevant skills and the tools they need to secure
high-paying jobs. Paid apprenticeships are critical positions in our economy,
as they provide the opportunity to develop skills that meet the needs of
employers and add value to the workplace. My Administration’s existing
and forthcoming workforce initiatives will provide increased opportunities
for blind and visually impaired Americans to realize their aspirations and
achieve success, inclusion, and independence.

By joint resolution approved on October 6, 1964 (Public Law 88-628, as
amended), the Congress designated October 15 of each year as “White Cane
Safety Day” to recognize the contributions of Americans who are blind
or have impaired vision. Today, we rededicate our efforts and continue
working to ensure all Americans, including those who are blind or visually
impaired, have every opportunity to achieve success.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2017,
as a day to celebrate and recognize the accomplishments and contributions
of blind and visually impaired Americans. I call upon all Americans to
observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities to reaffirm our
commitment to achieving equality for all Americans.
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[FR Doc. 2017-22938
Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3295-F8-P

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
second.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

7 CFR Part 996

[Doc. No. AMS-SC-16-0102; SC16-996-3
FR]

Minimum Quality and Handling
Standards for Domestic and Imported
Peanuts Marketed in the United States;
Change to the Quality and Handling
Requirements

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule implements a
recommendation from the Peanut
Standards Board (Board) to revise the
minimum quality and handling
standards for domestic and imported
peanuts marketed in the United States
(Standards). The Board advises the
Secretary of Agriculture regarding
potential changes to the Standards and
is comprised of producers and industry
representatives. This action relaxes the
allowance for damaged kernels in
farmers stock peanuts when
determining segregation. This change
increases the allowance for damaged
kernels under Segregation 1 from not
more than 2.49 percent to not more than
3.49 percent. The requirements for
Segregation 2 are also adjusted to reflect
this change. The Board recommended
this change to align the incoming
standards with recent changes to the
outgoing quality standards and to help
increase returns to producers.

DATES: Effective February 1, 2018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steven W. Kauffman, Marketing
Specialist, or Christian D. Nissen,
Regional Director, Southeast Marketing
Field Office, Marketing Order and
Agreement Division, Specialty Crops
Program, AMS, USDA; Telephone: (863)
324-3775, Fax: (863) 291-8614, or
Email: Steven.Kauffman@ams.usda.gov
or Christian.Nissen@ams.usda.gov.

ADDRESSES: Small businesses may
request information on complying with
this regulation by contacting Richard
Lower, Marketing Order and Agreement
Division, Specialty Crops Program,
AMS, USDA, 1400 Independence
Avenue SW., STOP 0237, Washington,
DC 20250-0237; Telephone: (202) 720—
2491, Fax: (202) 720-8938, or Email:
Richard.Lower@ams.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This final
rule is issued pursuant to Public Law
107-171, the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 (Act). The
minimum quality and handling
standards for domestic and imported
peanuts marketed in the United States
(Standards) regulate the quality and
handling of domestic and imported
peanuts marketed in the United States.

Executive Orders 12866, 13563 and
13771

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess all costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits
(including potential economic,
environmental, public health and safety
effects, distributive impacts, and
equity). Executive Order 13563
emphasizes the importance of
quantifying both costs and benefits,
reducing costs, harmonizing rules, and
promoting flexibility. This action has
been designated as a “non-significant
regulatory action” under section 3(f) of
Executive Order 12866. Accordingly,
this rule is not subject to review by the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB). Additionally, because this rule
does not meet the definition of a
significant regulatory action it does not
trigger the requirements contained in
Executive Order 13771. See OMB’s
Memorandum titled “Interim Guidance
Implementing Section 2 of the Executive
Order of January 30, 2017 titled
‘Reducing Regulation and Controlling
Regulatory Costs’”” (February 2, 2017).

Executive Order 13175

This action has been reviewed in
accordance with the requirements of
Executive Order 13175, Consultation
and Coordination with Indian Tribal
Governments. The review reveals that
this regulation will not have substantial
and direct effects on Tribal governments

and would not have significant Tribal
implications.

Executive Order 12988

This final rule has been reviewed
under Executive Order 12988, Civil
Justice Reform. It is not intended to
have retroactive effect and shall not
abrogate nor nullify any other statute,
whether State or Federal, dealing with
the same subjects as this Act; but is
intended that all such statutes shall
remain in full force and effect except in
so far as they are inconsistent herewith
or repugnant hereto (7 U.S.C. 587).

There are no administrative
procedures which must be exhausted
prior to any judicial challenge to the
provisions of this rule.

The Act requires that the Department
of Agriculture (USDA) take several
actions with regard to peanuts marketed
in the United States. These include
ensuring mandatory inspection of all
peanuts marketed in the United States;
developing and implementing peanut
quality and handling requirements;
establishing the Peanut Standards Board
(Board) comprised of producers and
industry representatives to advise USDA
regarding the quality and handling
requirements under the Standards; and
modifying those quality and handling
requirements when needed. USDA is
required by the Act to consult with the
Board prior to making any changes to
the Standards.

Pursuant to the Act, USDA has
consulted with Board members in their
review of the changes to the Standards
included in this action. This final rule
relaxes the allowance for damaged
kernels in farmers stock peanuts when
determining segregation. The Board
recommended changing the allowance
for damaged kernels under Segregation
1 from not more than 2.49 percent to not
more than 3.49 percent. The
requirements for Segregation 2 are also
adjusted to reflect this change. The
Board believes these changes will align
the incoming standards with recent
revisions to the outgoing quality
standards and increase returns to
producers. These changes were
recommended by the Board at its
meeting on September 1, 2016. USDA
proposed and requested public
comment on the Board’s
recommendation in the Federal Register
on May 25, 2017 (82 FR 24082).

The Standards establish minimum
incoming and outgoing quality
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requirements for domestic and imported
peanuts marketed in the United States.
Section 996.8 defines incoming
inspection as the sampling, inspection,
and certification of farmers stock
peanuts to determine segregation and
grade quality. Section 996.13 of the
Standards defines three levels of
segregation for incoming farmers stock
peanuts. Segregation 1 is currently
defined as farmers stock peanuts with
not more than 2.49 percent damaged
kernels nor more than 1.00 percent
concealed damage caused by rancidity,
mold, or decay and which are free from
visible Aspergillus flavus. Segregation 2
is currently defined as farmers stock
peanuts with more than 2.49 percent
damaged kernels or more than 1.00
percent concealed damage caused by
rancidity, mold, or decay and which are
free from visible Aspergillus flavus, and
Segregation 3 is defined as farmers stock
peanuts with visible Aspergillus flavus.
Section 996.30 outlines the incoming
quality standards, which specify that all
farmers stock peanuts received by
handlers shall be inspected and certified
as to segregation and moisture content.

Segregation 1 encompasses the
majority of incoming farmers stock
peanuts. Segregation 2 peanuts have
historically constituted roughly one
percent of the domestic crop. However,
there has been a slight increase for the
previous two years to 2.5 percent in
2014 and 3 percent in 2015. The
fluctuation in the percentage of
Segregation 2 peanuts is likely the result
of weather conditions around harvest
time.

A group of several entities
representing peanut producers wrote a
letter to the Board requesting that the
Board review the allowance for
damaged kernels for farmers stock
peanuts. In their letter, the producer
groups stated they believe the loan
value for Segregation 2 peanuts under
the Farm Service Agency’s marketing
assistance loans program remains low.
Even though changes in regulations and
technology allow Segregation 2 peanuts
to now be cleaned and resold at a higher
market rate, there has been little change
in the loan value for these peanuts. The
letter further stated that should a farmer
have his entire crop graded Segregation
2, it could be economically devastating.
Therefore, the letter requested an
increase in the allowance for damaged
kernels for Segregation 1 from 2.49 to
3.49 percent, shifting more peanuts into
the category of Segregation 1.

The Board discussed this request at its
September 1, 2016, meeting. In its
discussion, the Board recognized the
large difference between the loan rate
for Segregation 1 and for Segregation 2

peanuts. The Board agreed that many
Segregation 2 peanut lots can be
cleaned-up to meet the outgoing quality
standards with minimal cost involved.
This allows a significant portion of the
Segregation 2 peanuts purchased to be
utilized at a higher value after
processing.

There has been significant industry
advancement in technology since the
2002 Farm Bill established the
Standards. Before 2002, Segregation 2
peanuts had to be sent to a crusher and
could not be reworked to meet the
outgoing quality standards. In recent
years, the improvements in technology
have allowed the industry to utilize
Segregation 2 peanuts and still meet
outgoing quality standards. Further,
recent changes to the outgoing quality
standards relaxed the allowance for
damaged kernels from 2.5 to 3.5 percent
for kernels and for cleaned-inshell
peanuts (81 FR 50283, published August
31, 2016). This relaxation made
additional peanuts available for sale for
human consumption. This final rule
makes a corresponding adjustment to
the damage requirements for incoming
peanuts. This action relaxes the
allowance for damaged kernels under
the definition for Segregation 1 peanuts
from 2.49 to 3.49 percent, which will
shift a small portion of peanuts from
Segregation 2 into the Segregation 1
category.

The effect of this change on the
overall quality of peanuts in the
industry should be minimal. In
considering this issue, the Board
reviewed data from the National Center
for Peanut Competitiveness. The data
indicated that roughly one third of
Segregation 2 farmers stock peanuts
would be shifted into the Segregation 1
category under the change. Since
Segregation 2 historically composes
approximately one percent of total
farmers stock peanuts, this adjustment
represents a very small shift in overall
volume. Therefore, the change will have
an insignificant impact on the
composition of Segregation 1 peanuts.

As the producer value of farmers
stock peanuts is determined in part by
the category of segregation, the
segregation level determined during the
incoming inspection impacts producer
returns. If a producer experiences a shift
in damage that moves their peanuts
from Segregation 1 to Segregation 2, it
can have a significant financial impact,
especially for small producers. This
change benefits the industry by moving
more peanuts into the Segregation 1
category. This should increase returns
and help lower financial risk to
producers by shifting more peanuts into
the higher value Segregation 1 category.

This change also requires increasing
the Segregation 2 criteria from more
than 2.49 percent to more than 3.49
percent damaged kernels. The Board
recommended these changes, in part, to
align the incoming standards with the
recent changes that were made to the
outgoing quality standards earlier this
year. Further, the Board believes the
3.49 percent allowance for damaged
kernels represents an acceptable level of
damage while maintaining quality
peanuts.

Consequently, the Board
recommended increasing the percent
damaged kernel allowance under
Segregation 1 from not more than 2.49
percent to not more than 3.49 percent.
The Board voted 13-2 in support of the
changes. One of the two Board members
voting against the changes was
concerned that the decision was being
made without enough data and was
concerned about maintaining the quality
of peanuts. Several Board members
responded that this change was not a
new issue for the industry. Further, this
change has been well supported by
producer groups prompting this action.
These changes are consistent with the
Standards and the Act.

Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

Pursuant to requirements set forth in
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) (5
U.S.C. 601-612), the Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) has
considered the economic impact of this
action on small entities. Accordingly,
AMS has prepared this final regulatory
flexibility analysis.

The purpose of the RFA is to fit
regulatory actions to the scale of
businesses subject to such actions in
order that small businesses will not be
unduly or disproportionately burdened.

Small agricultural producers are
defined by the Small Business
Administration (SBA) as those having
annual receipts of less than $750,000
and small agricultural service firms,
including handlers and importers, are
defined as those having annual receipts
of less than $7,500,000 (13 CFR
121.201).

There are approximately 7,500 peanut
producers, 60 peanut handlers operating
approximately 70 shelling plants, and
25 importers subject to regulation under
the peanut program.

An approximation of the number of
peanut farms that could be considered
small agricultural businesses under the
SBA definition can be obtained from the
2012 Agricultural Census, which is the
most recent information on the number
of farms categorized by size. There were
3,066 peanut farms with annual
agricultural sales valued at less than
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$500,000 in 2012, representing 47
percent of the total number of peanut
farms in the U.S. (6,561). According to
the National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS), peanut production for
the 2014 and 2015 crop years averaged
5.7 billion pounds. The average value of
production for the two-year period was
$1.173 billion. The average producer
price over the two-year period was
$0.21 per pound. Dividing the two-year
average production value of $1.173
billion by the approximate number of
peanut producers of 7,500 results in an
average revenue per producer of
approximately $156,000, well below the
SBA threshold for small producers.

Dividing the two-year average
production value of $1.173 billion by
the approximate number of peanut
handlers of 60 results in an average
revenue per handler of approximately
$19,550,000. Using a normal
distribution, the majority of handlers
may be considered large entities.
Further, according to the Foreign
Agricultural Service’s Global
Agricultural Trade System, the average
annual value of peanuts imported into
the United States for the 2014 and 2015
seasons was approximately $67 million.
By dividing the annual average value of
imported peanuts by the number of
importers, the majority of importers
meet the SBA definition for small
agricultural service firms. Consequently,
the majority of producers and importers
may be classified as small entities, but
the majority of handlers may be
considered large entities when using a
normal distribution.

This final rule relaxes the allowance
for damaged kernels in farmers stock
peanuts when determining segregation.
This change increases the allowance for
damaged kernels under Segregation 1
from not more than 2.49 percent to not
more than 3.49 percent. The Board
believes this rule will align incoming
farmers stock peanuts segregation with
the outgoing quality standards and
increase returns to producers.

It is not anticipated that this action
will impose additional costs on
handlers, producers, or importers,
regardless of size. Rather, these changes
should help improve returns to peanut
producers and help lower financial risk.

This final rule is expected to benefit
the industry. The effects of this rule are
not expected to be disproportionately
greater or less for small handlers,
producers or importers than for larger
entities.

The USDA has considered
alternatives to these changes. The Act
requires USDA to consult with the
Board on changes to the Standards. An
alternative discussed was to increase the

damaged kernel percentage up to 4.49
percent for Segregation 1. However, the
Board believes this alternative would
relax the kernel damage too far.
Therefore, this alternative was rejected.

USDA has met with the Board, which
is representative of the industry, and
has included its recommendations in
this rule.

The Act specifies in section
1604(c)(2)(A) that the Standards
established pursuant to it may be
implemented without regard to the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35). However, USDA has
considered the reporting and
recordkeeping burden on handlers and
importers under this program.

This final rule relaxes the allowance
for damaged kernels in farmers stock
peanuts when determining segregation
under the Standards. Recordkeeping
requirements will remain the same.
Accordingly, this action will not impose
any additional reporting or
recordkeeping requirements on either
small or large handlers or importers.

As noted in the initial regulatory
flexibility analysis, USDA has not
identified any relevant Federal rules
that duplicate, overlap or conflict with
this rule. Further, the public comments
received concerning the proposal did
not address the initial regulatory
flexibility analysis.

AMS is committed to complying with
the E-Government Act, to promote the
use of the internet and other
information technologies to provide
increased opportunities for citizen
access to Government information and
services, and for other purposes.

The Board’s meeting was widely
publicized throughout the peanut
industry and all interested persons were
invited to attend and participate in
Board deliberations on all issues. Like
all Board meetings, the September 1,
2016, meeting was a public meeting and
all entities, both large and small, were
able to express views on these issues.

Section 1601 of the Act also provides
that amendments to the Standards may
be implemented without extending
interested parties an opportunity to
comment. However, due to the nature of
the proposed changes, interested parties
were provided with a 30-day comment
period.

A proposed rule concerning this
action was published in the Federal
Register on May 25, 2017 (82 FR 24082).
Copies of the rule were mailed or sent
via facsimile to all Board members.
Finally, the rule was made available
through the internet by USDA and the
Office of the Federal Register. A 30-day
comment period ending June 26, 2017,

was provided to allow interested
persons to respond to the proposal.

Ten comments were received during
the comment period in response to the
proposal. The commenters included
producers, a sheller, a producer
association, a sheller association, two
State farm bureaus, a State peanut
board, a State commodity commission,
and one anonymous individual. Nine of
the comments received were in support
of the proposed rule, and one comment
was in opposition.

All nine positive comments expressed
support for finalizing the proposed rule
as issued. Seven of these comments
recognized the industry’s advancements
in technology that allows for better
sorting and cleaning of incoming
farmers stock peanuts. Seven
commenters stated this change would
align farmers stock segregation damage
under incoming standards with the 2016
changes to the outgoing peanut quality
standards. Six commenters suggested
the one percent relaxation should allow
farmers to improve returns and lower
financial risk by shifting more peanuts
into Segregation 1. One comment added
that modern harvesting practices can
cause slightly more damage to peanut
kernels, but noted that this type of
damage is cosmetic and has nothing to
do with food safety or quality. Two of
the comments asked for the changes to
be implemented for the 2017 crop.

Given industry and USDA
adjustments that will need to occur to
accommodate these changes, USDA
believes that the changes should be
effective well in advance of a given crop
year. The 2017 crop is well underway.
As such, USDA is setting February 2018
as the most appropriate effective date to
ensure an orderly transition to the
revised standards for the next season.

The one negative comment, received
from an anonymous individual,
questioned why the standards are being
lowered to match our competitors. The
commenter also noted this is likely an
effort to receive more product from
overseas.

Few, if any, peanuts are imported as
farmers stock. Consequently, this action
would have no impact on imported
peanuts. However, imported peanuts are
subject to the same outgoing quality
requirements as domestic peanuts under
the Standards. This action makes no
changes to the outgoing standards.
While this change would not impact
imported peanuts, it could result in
additional domestic peanuts being
available for human consumption.

Accordingly, no changes will be made
to the rule as proposed, based on the
comments received.
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After consideration of all relevant
matter presented, including the
information and recommendation
submitted by the Board and other
available information, it is hereby found
that this rule, as hereinafter set forth,
will tend to effectuate the declared
policy of the Act.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 996

Food grades and standards, Marketing
agreements, Peanuts, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, 7 CFR part 996 is amended as
follows:

PART 996—MINIMUM QUALITY AND
HANDLING STANDARDS FOR
DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED PEANUTS
MARKETED IN THE UNITED STATES

m 1. The authority citation for 7 CFR
part 996 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7958.

m 2. Section 996.13 is amended by
revising paragraphs (b) and (c) to read
as follows:

§996.13 Peanuts.

* * * * *

(b) Segregation 1. “Segregation 1
peanuts” means farmers stock peanuts
with not more than 3.49 percent
damaged kernels nor more than 1.00
percent concealed damage caused by
rancidity, mold, or decay and which are
free from visible Aspergillus flavus.

(c) Segregation 2. ““Segregation 2
peanuts” means farmers stock peanuts
with more than 3.49 percent damaged
kernels or more than 1.00 percent
concealed damage caused by rancidity,
mold, or decay and which are free from
visible Aspergillus flavus.

* * * * *

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Bruce Summers,

Acting Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-22712 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

12 CFR Part 607
RIN 3052-AD30

Assessment and Apportionment of
Administrative Expenses

AGENCY: Farm Credit Administration.
ACTION: Direct final rule.

SUMMARY: The Farm Credit
Administration (FCA or we) issues this
direct final rule adopting technical

amendments to eliminate language that
is obsolete, confusing, and unnecessary
to determine the annual assessment
amount of Farm Credit System
institutions.

DATES: If no significant adverse
comment is received on or before
November 20, 2017, this regulation shall
become effective no earlier than the
expiration of 30 days after publication
in the Federal Register during which
either or both Houses of Congress are in
session. We will publish notice of the
effective date in the Federal Register.

ADDRESSES: For accuracy and efficiency
reasons, please submit comments by
email or through the FCA’s Web site.
We do not accept comments submitted
by facsimile (fax), as faxes are difficult
for us to process in compliance with
section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.
Please do not submit your comment
multiple times via different methods.
You may submit comments by any of
the following methods:

e Email: Send us an email at reg-
comm®@fca.gov.

e FCA Web site: http://www.fca.gov.
Select ‘“Public Commenters,”” then
“Public Comments,” and follow the
directions for “Submitting a Comment.”

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Mail: Barry F. Mardock, Deputy
Director, Office of Regulatory Policy,
Farm Credit Administration, 1501 Farm
Credit Drive, McLean, VA 22102-5090.

You may review copies of all
comments we receive at our office in
McLean, Virginia, or from our Web site
at http://www.fca.gov. Once you are in
the Web site, select “Public
Commenters,” then ‘“‘Public
Comments,” and follow the directions
for “Reading Submitted Public
Comments.” We will show your
comments as submitted, but for
technical reasons we may omit items
such as logos and special characters.
Identifying information you provide,
such as phone numbers and addresses,
will be publicly available. However, we
will attempt to remove email addresses
to help reduce Internet spam.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Jeremy R. Edelstein, Senior Policy
Analyst, Office of Regulatory Policy,
Farm Credit Administration, McLean,
VA 22102-5090, (703) 883—-4497, TTY
(703) 883—4056; or

Jennifer A. Cohn, Senior Counsel,
Office of General Counsel, Farm Credit
Administration, McLean, VA 22102—
5090, (303) 696—9737, TTY (703) 883—
4056.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Objective

The objective of this direct final rule
is to eliminate confusion in the
definition of “average risk-adjusted
asset base” in § 607.2(b), which is used
to determine the annual assessment
amount of System institutions, by:

e Removing an obsolete and
unnecessary reference to FCA’s call
report schedule; and

¢ Clarifying the effect of mergers and
consolidations based on current
accounting practices and deleting
obsolete language relating to transfers of
direct lending authority.

II. Discussion

Effective January 1, 2017, the FCA
published the Tier 1/Tier 2 Framework;
Final Rule (new capital rule).? The new
capital rule, in pertinent part, revised
the risk-weights that determine the risk-
adjusted asset base (the denominator) of
the permanent capital ratio that Farm
Credit System (System) institutions
must compute. The average risk-
adjusted asset base of a System bank,
association, or designated other System
entity is used to determine its annual
assessment of funds to cover FCA’s
expenses.2 Existing § 607.2(b) defines
and specifies how to calculate “average
risk-adjusted asset base” in four
different ways, depending on when the
institution was formed and how many
quarters of risk-adjusted assets are
available. All these variations, however,
define “average risk-adjusted asset
base” using the regulatory definition of
“risk-adjusted asset base”” and with
reference to risk-adjusted assets as
reported on each quarterly Call Report
Schedule RC-G.

The FCA significantly revised and
relabeled its call report schedules in
connection with the new capital rule.
An institution’s permanent capital ratio
denominator—its average risk-adjusted
asset base—is no longer reported in Call
Report Schedule RC-G. Accordingly,
FCA is revising the definition of
“average risk-adjusted asset base” in
§607.2(b) to remove the references to
Call Report Schedule RC-G. Because
call report schedules are subject to
change outside of the regulatory
process, the revised definition does not
refer to a call report schedule. Rather,
revised § 607.2(b) defines “average risk-
adjusted asset base” with reference to
the average daily risk-adjusted assets as
of the last day of the quarter and
without reference to the call report
schedule. Because average daily risk-
adjusted assets can be determined under
FCA'’s regulations, the reference to the

181 FR 48720, July 28, 2016.
2 See 12 CFR part 607.


http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.fca.gov
http://www.fca.gov
mailto:reg-comm@fca.gov
mailto:reg-comm@fca.gov

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017 /Rules and Regulations

48759

call report schedule is unnecessary.? In
the current version of the call report as
of the date of this technical amendment,
the denominator of the permanent
capital ratio (average daily risk-adjusted
assets) is reported at Line 8a of
Schedule RC-R.1, but this location is
subject to change.*

In addition, we revise § 607.2(b)(3)
and (b)(4) to clarify, based on current
accounting practices, that mergers result
in continuing institutions and
consolidations result in newly formed
institutions.> We also revise these two
paragraphs to remove obsolete
provisions governing transfers of direct
lending authority, since we do not
expect any future transfers of direct
lending authority.® Finally, we make
minor grammatical changes throughout

§607.2(b).

These changes are technical in nature
and have no substantive effect. This rule
will have no impact on the formula used
to calculate an institution’s assessment
amount. Moreover, this rule does not
change the definition of “average risk-
adjusted asset base” other than to
remove obsolete and unnecessary
references, clarify the effect of mergers
and consolidations, and correct minor
grammatical errors.

II1. Direct Final Rule

We are amending the definition of
“average risk-adjusted asset base” in
§607.2(b) by a direct final rulemaking.
The Administrative Conference of the
United States recommends direct final
rulemaking for Federal agencies to enact
noncontroversial regulations on an
expedited basis, without the usual
notice and comment period.” This
process enables us to reduce the time
and resources we need to develop,
review, and publish a final rule while
still affording the public an adequate

3In the rare circumstance that an institution was
unable to submit a call report, it could, for
assessment purposes, calculate and provide the
same data outside of the call report.

4By Informational Memorandum dated June 16,
2017, the FCA informed System banks and
associations about the changes to the assessment
calculation in the capital rules and about the
changes to the call report schedules relevant to
assessments.

5 Section 621.3(a) requires System institutions to
prepare financial statements and reports in
accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles (GAAP).

6 Section 7.6 of the Farm Credit Act of 1971, as
amended, 12 U.S.C. 2279b, authorized Federal land
banks and merged banks to transfer their direct
lending authority to System associations, and all
associations now have direct lending authority.

7 Recommendation 95—4, referencing the
Administrative Procedure Act “good cause”
exemption at 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), adopted June 15,
1995.

opportunity to comment or object to the
rule.

In a direct final rulemaking, we notify
the public that the rule will become
final on a specified date unless we
receive a significant adverse comment
during the comment period. A
significant adverse comment is one
where the commenter explains why the
rule would be inappropriate (including
challenges to its underlying premise or
approach), ineffective, or unacceptable
without a change. In general, a
significant adverse comment would
raise an issue serious enough to warrant
a substantive response from the FCA in
a notice-and-comment proceeding.

We believe that a direct final
rulemaking is the appropriate method
for amending § 607.2(b) because the
changes are technical in nature and do
not substantively alter the rights or
responsibilities of any party. We do not
anticipate there will be significant
adverse comments. If, however, we
receive a significant adverse comment
during the comment period, we will
publish a notice of withdrawal of the
relevant provisions of this rule that will
also indicate how further rulemaking
will proceed. If we receive no
significant adverse comments, we will
publish notice of the effective date of
the rule following the required
congressional waiting period under
section 5.17(c)(1) of the Farm Credit Act
of 1971, as amended.

IV. Regulatory Flexibility Act

Pursuant to section 605(b) of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601
et seq.), the FCA hereby certifies that the
direct final rule will not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
Each of the banks in the Farm Credit
System, considered together with its
affiliated associations, has assets and
annual income in excess of the amounts
that would qualify them as small
entities. Therefore, Farm Credit System
institutions are not ‘“‘small entities” as
defined in the Regulatory Flexibility
Act.

List of Subjects in 12 CFR Part 607

Accounting, Agriculture, Banks,
banking, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Rural areas.

For the reasons stated in the
preamble, part 607 of chapter VI, title 12
of the Code of Federal Regulations is
amended as follows:

PART 607—ASSESSMENT AND
APPORTIONMENT OF
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

m 1. The authority citation for part 607
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Secs. 5.15, 5.17 of the Farm
Credit Act (12 U.S.C. 2250, 2252) and 12
U.S.C. 3025.

m 2. Section 607.2 is amended by
revising paragraph (b) to read as follows:

§607.2 Definitions.

* * * * *

(b) Average risk-adjusted asset base
means the average of the risk-adjusted
asset base (as defined in § 615.5201 of
this chapter) of banks, associations, and
designated other System entities,
calculated as follows:

(1) For a bank, association, or
designated other System entity with
four quarters of risk-adjusted assets as of
June 30 of each year, the sum of the
average daily risk-adjusted assets as of
the last day of the quarter for the most
recent four quarters immediately
preceding each September 15, divided
by four;

(2) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b)(3) and (b)(4) of this section, for a
bank, association, or designated other
System entity with less than four
quarters of risk-adjusted assets as of
June 30 of each year, the sum of the
average daily risk-adjusted assets as of
the last day of the quarter for the
quarters in which it was in existence
immediately preceding September 15,
divided by the number of quarters in
which it was in existence immediately
preceding September 15;

(3) For a bank, association, or
designated other System entity that is
the continuing institution after a merger
of existing institutions or a newly
formed institution formed through a
consolidation of existing institutions
and that has less than four quarters of
risk-adjusted assets as of June 30 of each
year, the sum of the average daily risk-
adjusted assets as of the last day of the
quarter for the most recent four quarters
immediately preceding September 15
for all the institutions that were merged
or consolidated, divided by four;

(4) For a bank, association, or
designated other System entity
chartered during the period July 1
through September 30 of each year that
is not the continuing institution after a
merger of existing institutions or a
newly formed institution formed
through a consolidation of existing
institutions, the total of the average
daily risk-adjusted assets as of the last
day of the quarter ending September 30.

* * * * *
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Dated: October 16, 2017.
Dale L. Aultman,
Secretary, Farm Credit Administration Board.
[FR Doc. 2017-22721 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6705-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Economic Development Administration

13 CFR Part 313
[Docket No.: 170828819-7819-01]
RIN 0610-AA70

Elimination of Regulations
Implementing Community Trade
Adjustment Assistance Program

AGENCY: Economic Development
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: Through this final rule, the
Economic Development Administration
(“EDA”), U.S. Department of Commerce,
eliminates the regulations implementing
the Community Trade Adjustment
Assistance (“CTAA”) Program.
Established in 2009 under the Trade Act
of 1974, the CTAA Program was
subsequently eliminated by Congress in
2011. Implementing regulations for this
now-defunct Program are thus
unnecessary. This final rule is a
“deregulatory action” pursuant to the
April 5, 2017, Office of Management
and Budget (“OMB”’) guidance
memorandum implementing Executive
Order 13771.

DATES: This rule is effective October 20,
2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeffrey Roberson, Deputy Chief Counsel,
Office of the Chief Counsel, Economic
Development Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce, 1401
Constitution Avenue NW., Suite 72023,
Washington, DC 20230; telephone: (202)
482-1315.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The CTAA Program was enacted as
part of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2101 et seq.) by the Trade and
Globalization Adjustment Assistance
Act of 2009, which was included as
subtitle I (letter “I”) of title I of Division
B of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Pub. L. 111—
5). CTAA was intended to help
communities respond to job losses
resulting from international trade
impacts. EDA’s implementing
regulations for CTAA, located at 13 CFR

part 313, became effective August 18,
2009 (74 FR 41592). For Fiscal Year
2010, the only year in which EDA made
awards under CTAA, EDA awarded
$36,768,000 in grants to 36 recipients.
The CTAA Program was subsequently
repealed by section 222 of the Trade
Adjustment Assistance Extension Act of
2011 (Pub. L. 112—40) ‘“because it was
considered duplicative of other federal
programs. . . .”” See CRS Report
R41922, Trade Adjustment Assistance
(TAA) and Its Role in U.S. Trade Policy,
Aug. 5, 2013, p. 14. With the
elimination of the CTAA Program by
Congress, EDA’s implementing
regulations are now unnecessary.

This elimination of 13 CFR part 313
is a “deregulatory action” pursuant to
the April 5, 2017, OMB guidance
memorandum implementing Executive
Order 13771. Since the program is
already defunct, there are no cost

savings associated with this elimination.

Classification

Administrative Procedure Act and
Regulatory Flexibility Act

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment are
unnecessary. This rule removes obsolete
regulations implementing the CTAA
Program, which has been eliminated by
Congress. Therefore, public comment
would serve no purpose and is
unnecessary. There is also good cause
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3) to waive the
30-day delay in effectiveness. This rule
does not alter the rights or
responsibilities of any party, and
delaying implementation of this rule
Serves No purpose.

Because prior notice and an
opportunity for public comment are not
required pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553, or
any other law, the analytical
requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) are
inapplicable. Therefore, a regulatory
flexibility analysis has not been
prepared.

Executive Orders No. 12866, 13563, and
13771

This final rule was drafted in
accordance with Executive Orders
12866, 13563, and 13771. OMB has
determined that this rule is not
significant for purposes of Executive
Orders 12866. This final rule is a
“deregulatory action” pursuant to the
April 5, 2017, OMB guidance
memorandum implementing Executive
Order 13771 (M-17-21).

Congressional Review Act

This final rule is not major under the
Congressional Review Act (5 U.S.C. 801
et seq.).

Executive Order No. 13132

This final rule does not contain
policies that have federalism
implications.

Paperwork Reduction Act

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) (“PRA”)
requires that a Federal agency consider
the impact of paperwork and other
information collection burdens imposed
on the public and, under the provisions
of PRA section 3507(d), obtain approval
from OMB for each collection of
information it conducts, sponsors, or
requires through regulations.
Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to a
penalty for failure to comply with a
collection of information subject to the
PRA unless that collection displays a
currently valid OMB Control Number.
This final rule does not require the
collection of any information.

List of Subjects in 13 CFR Part 313

Trade adjustment assistance for
communities, Impacted community,
Petition and affirmative determination
requirements, Strategic plan,
Implementation grant.

m For the reasons discussed above, and
under the authority of 19 U.S.C. 2341—
2372, EDA is removing and reserving 13
CFR part 313.

PART 313—[REMOVED AND
RESERVED]

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Dennis Alvord,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Regional
Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2017-22782 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-24-P

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

14 CFR Parts 1264 and 1271
RIN 2700-AE30

[Document Number NASA-17-071: Docket
Number-NASA-2017-0004]

Implementation of the Federal Civil
Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act and
Adjustment of Amounts for 2017

AGENCY: National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.
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ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) has
adopted as final the interim final rule
concerning adjustments to civil
monetary penalties within its
jurisdiction for inflation. The interim
rule was published on June 26, 2017,
and applied a new methodology to
calculate civil monetary penalties as
mandated by the Federal Civil Penalties
Adjustment Act Improvements Act of
2015, starting with an initial adjustment
to previous unadjusted penalty
amounts. The changes in the interim
final rule made final by this rule are
effective October 20, 2017 and
applicable as of August 25, 2017. In
addition, this final rule provides for
2017 inflation adjustments of monetary
penalties amounts required by the
Federal Civil Penalties Inflation
Adjustment Act Improvements Act of
2015.

DATES:

Effective: This final rule is effective
October 20, 2017.

Applicable: This final rule is
applicable as of August 25, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Bryan R. Diederich, Office of the
General Counsel, NASA Headquarters,
telephone (202) 358-0216.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

A. The June 26, 2017, Interim Rule

The Inflation Adjustment Act, as
amended by the 2015 Act, requires
Federal agencies to adjust the civil
penalty amounts within their
jurisdiction for inflation by July 1, 2016,
and then by January 15 every year
thereafter.! Agencies must make the
initial 2016 adjustments through an
interim final rulemaking published in
the Federal Register.2 Under the
amended Act, any increase in a civil
penalty made under the Act will apply
to penalties assessed after the increase
takes effect, including penalties whose
associated violation predated the
increase.? The inflation adjustments
mandated by the Act serve to maintain
the deterrent effect of civil penalties and
to promote compliance with the law.

On June 26, 2017, NASA published its
interim final rule providing for the
initial adjustment called for under the
Act.# The public comment period
interim final rule closed on August 24,
2016, and the rule became effective on
August 25, 2017. NASA received no
comments on the interim final rule.

B. 2017 Inflation Adjustment

After the initial adjustment, the Act
requires agencies to make subsequent
annual adjustments for inflation
“notwithstanding section 553 of title 5,
United States Code.” Section 553 refers
to the Administrative Procedure Act,

which might otherwise require a delay
for advance notice and opportunity for
public comments on future annual
inflation adjustments. The first of these
subsequent adjustments is for 2017.
Because of a delay in publishing
NASA'’s 2016 inflation adjustments as
an interim final rule, the time for
making the 2017 adjustment was
reached while NASA was in the process
of publishing its 2016 adjustments.
Accordingly, in adopting as final the
interim rule published on June 26, 2017,
NASA is adjusting the penalty amounts
to reflect the 2017 adjustments required
by law.

The 2017 annual adjustments are
based on the percent change between
the U.S. Department of Labor’s
Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers (‘‘CPI-U”) for the month of
October preceding the date of the
adjustment, and the CPI-U for October
of the prior year (28 U.S.C. 2461 note,
section (5)(b)(1)). Based on that formula,
the cost-of-living adjustment multiplier
for 2017 is 1.01636. Pursuant to the
2015 Act, adjustments are rounded to
the nearest dollar.

II. The Final Rule

This rule makes final the interim final
rule published June 26, 2017. In
addition, this rule makes the required
2017 inflation adjustment. These
adjusted amounts are reflected in the
following table.

o Penalty in rePf?gc?tli%/g
Law Penalty description June 26, 2017 2017
interim rule adjustment
Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986 .........cccccevvreenne Maximum Penalties for False Claims .............. $10,781 $10,957
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropria- | Minimum Penalty for use of appropriated 18,936 19,246
tions Act of 1989, Public Law 101-121, sec. 319. funds to lobby or influence certain contracts.
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropria- | Maximum Penalty for use of appropriated 189,361 192,459
tions Act of 1989, Public Law 101-121, sec. 319. funds to lobby or influence certain contracts.
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropria- | Minimum penalty for failure to report certain 18,936 19,246
tions Act of 1989, Public Law 101-121, sec. 319. lobbying transactions.
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropria- | Maximum penalty for failure to report certain 189,361 192,459
tions Act of 1989, Public Law 101-121, sec. 319. lobbying transactions.

This rule codifies these civil penalty
amounts by amending parts 1264 and
1271 of title 14 of the CFR.

IIL. Legal Authority and Effective Date

NASA issues this rule under the
Federal Civil Penalties Inflation

1 See 28 U.S.C. 2461 note.

2The statute also provides that, for the initial
2016 adjustment, an agency may adjust a civil
penalty by less than the otherwise required amount
if (1) it determines, after publishing a notice of
proposed rulemaking and providing an opportunity
for comment, that increasing the civil penalty by
the otherwise required amount would have a
negative economic impact or that the social costs

Adjustment Act of 1990,5 as amended
by the Debt Collection Improvement Act
of 1996,5 and further amended by the
Federal Civil Penalties Inflation
Adjustment Act Improvements Act of
2015,7 which requires NASA to adjust
the civil penalties within its jurisdiction

of increasing the civil penalty by the otherwise
required amount outweigh the benefits, and (2) the
Director of the Office of Management and Budget
concurs with that determination. Inflation
Adjustment Act section 4(c), codified at 28 UUSC
2461 note. NASA has chosen not to make use of this
exception.

3Inflation Adjustment Act section 6, codified at
28 U.S.C. 2461 note.

for inflation according to a statutorily
prescribed formula.

The Administrative Procedure Act
(APA) generally requires an agency to
publish a rule at least 30 days before its
effective date.®# NASA’s publication of
the June 26, 2017, interim final rule met

482 FR 28760.

5Public Law 101-410, 104 Stat. 890 (1990).

6 Public Law 104-134, section 31001(s)(1), 110
Stat. 1321, 1321-373 (1996).

7Public Law 114-74, section 701, 129 Stat. 584,
599 (2015).

8See 5 U.S.C. 533(d).
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this requirement. As explained above,
the adjustments required for years
subsequent to 2017 are not subject to the
requirements of the Administrative
Procedure Act. Moreover, the 2017
adjustments are made according to a
statutory formula that does not provide
for agency discretion. Accordingly, a
delay in effectiveness of the 2017
adjustments is not required.

IV. Regulatory Requirements

Regulatory Flexibility Act

Because no notice of proposed
rulemaking is required, the Regulatory
Flexibility Act does not require an
initial or final regulatory flexibility
analysis.?

Paperwork Reduction Act

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995,10 NASA
reviewed this interim final rule. No
collections of information pursuant to
the Paperwork Reduction Act are
contained in the interim final rule.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Parts 1264
and 1271

Claims, Lobbying, Penalties.

For the reasons stated in the
preamble, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration adopts as final
the interim rule amending 14 CFR parts
1264 and 1271 which published on June
26, 2017, at 82 FR 28760, with the
following changes:

PART 1264—IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE PROGRAM FRAUD CIVIL
PENALTIES ACT OF 1986

m 1. The authority citation for part 1264
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3809, 51 U.S.C.
20113(a).

§1264.102 [Amended]

m 2.In § 1264.102, paragraphs (a) and
(b), remove the number “$10,781”’ and
add in its place the number “$10,957.”

PART 1271—NEW RESTRICTIONS ON
LOBBYING

m 3. The authority citation for part 1271
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Section 319, Pub. L. 101-121
(31 U.S.C. 1352); Pub. L. 97-258 (31 U.S.C.
6301 et seq.)

§1271.400 [Amended]

m4.In§1271.400:

m a. In paragraphs (a) and (b) remove the
words ‘“not less than $18,936 and not
more than $189,361” and add in their

95 U.S.C. 603(a), 604(a).
1044 U.S.C. 3506.

place the words “not less than $19,246
and not more than $192,459.”

m b. In paragraph (e), remove the two
occurrences of “$18,936”” and add in
their place “$19,246”” and remove
189,361 and add in its place
“$192,459”.

Appendix A to Part 1271 [Amended]

m 5. In appendix A to part 1271, in the
paragraph following paragraph (3) and
in the last paragraph of the appendix,
remove the words “not less than
$18,936 and not more than $189,361”
and add in their place the words “not
less than $19,246 and not more than
$192,459".

Nanette J. Smith,

NASA Federal Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-22847 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

21 CFR Part 866
[Docket No. FDA-2017-N-5371]

Medical Devices; Inmunology and
Microbiology Devices; Classification of
the Device To Detect and Identify
Microbial Pathogen Nucleic Acids in
Cerebrospinal Fluid

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Final order.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or we) is
classifying the device to detect and
identify microbial pathogen nucleic
acids in cerebrospinal fluid into class II
(special controls). The special controls
that will apply to the device type are
identified in this order and will be part
of the codified language for the device
to detect and identify microbial
pathogen nucleic acids in cerebrospinal
fluid’s classification. We are taking this
action because we have determined that
classifying the device into class II
(special controls) will provide a
reasonable assurance of safety and
effectiveness of the device. We believe
this action will also enhance patients’
access to beneficial innovative devices,
in part by reducing regulatory burdens.
DATES: This order is effective October
20, 2017. The classification was
applicable on October 8, 2015.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kimberly Sconce, Center for Devices
and Radiological Health, Food and Drug

Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Bldg. 66, Rm. 4524, Silver Spring,
MD, 20993-0002, 301-796-6679,
kimberly.sconce@fda.hhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

Upon request, FDA has classified the
device to detect and identify microbial
pathogen nucleic acids in cerebrospinal
fluid as class II (special controls), which
we have determined will provide a
reasonable assurance of safety and
effectiveness. In addition, we believe
this action will enhance patients’ access
to beneficial innovation, in part by
reducing regulatory burdens by placing
the device into a lower device class than
the automatic class III assignment.

The automatic assignment of class III
occurs by operation of law and without
any action by FDA, regardless of the
level of risk posed by the new device.
Any device that was not in commercial
distribution before May 28, 1976, is
automatically classified as, and remains
within, class III and requires premarket
approval unless and until FDA takes an
action to classify or reclassify the device
(see 21 U.S.C. 360c¢(f)(1)). We refer to
these devices as “postamendments
devices” because they were not in
commercial distribution prior to the
date of enactment of the Medical Device
Amendments of 1976, which amended
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (the FD&C Act).

FDA may take a variety of actions in
appropriate circumstances to classify or
reclassify a device into class I or II. We
may issue an order finding a new device
to be substantially equivalent under
section 513(i) of the FD&C Act (21
U.S.C. 360c(i)) to a predicate device that
does not require premarket approval.
We determine whether a new device is
substantially equivalent to a predicate
by means of the procedures for
premarket notification under section
510(k) of the FD&C Act (21 U.S.C.
360(k)) and part 807 (21 CFR part 807).

FDA may also classify a device
through “De Novo” classification, a
common name for the process
authorized under section 513(f)(2) of the
FD&C Act. Section 207 of the Food and
Drug Administration Modernization Act
of 1997 established the first procedure
for De Novo classification (Pub. L. 105—
115). Section 607 of the Food and Drug
Administration Safety and Innovation
Act modified the De Novo application
process by adding a second procedure
(Pub. L. 112-144). A device sponsor
may utilize either procedure for De
Novo classification.

Under the first procedure, the person
submits a 510(k) for a device that has
not previously been classified. After
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receiving an order from FDA classifying
the device into class III under section
513(f)(1) of the FD&C Act, the person
then requests a classification under
section 513(f)(2).

Under the second procedure, rather
than first submitting a 510(k) and then
a request for classification, if the person
determines that there is no legally
marketed device upon which to base a
determination of substantial
equivalence, that person requests a
classification under section 513(f)(2) of
the FD&C Act.

Under either procedure for De Novo
classification, FDA is required to
classify the device by written order
within 120 days. The classification will
be according to the criteria under
section 513(a)(1) of the FD&C Act.
Although the device was automatically
placed within class III, the De Novo
classification is considered to be the
initial classification of the device.

We believe this De Novo classification
will enhance patients’ access to
beneficial innovation, in part by
reducing regulatory burdens. When FDA
classifies a device into class I or II via
the De Novo process, the device can
serve as a predicate for future devices of
that type, including for 510(k)s (see 21

U.S.C. 360c(f)(2)(B)(i)). As a result, other
device sponsors do not have to submit

a De Novo request or premarket
approval application in order to market
a substantially equivalent device (see 21
U.S.C. 360c(i), defining “substantial
equivalence”). Instead, sponsors can use
the less burdensome 510(k) process,
when necessary, to market their device.

I1. De Novo Classification

On April 9, 2015, BioFire Diagnostics,
LLC submitted a request for De Novo
classification of the FilmArray®
Meningitis/Encephalitis (ME) Panel.
FDA reviewed the request in order to
classify the device under the criteria for
classification set forth in section
513(a)(1) of the FD&C Act. We classify
devices into class II if general controls
by themselves are insufficient to
provide reasonable assurance of safety
and effectiveness, but there is sufficient
information to establish special controls
that, in combination with the general
controls, provide reasonable assurance
of the safety and effectiveness of the
device for its intended use (see 21
U.S.C. 360c(a)(1)(B)). After review of the
information submitted in the request,
we determined that the device can be
classified into class II with the

establishment of special controls. FDA
has determined that these special
controls, in addition to general controls,
will provide reasonable assurance of the
safety and effectiveness of the device.

Therefore, on October 8, 2015, FDA
issued an order to the requestor
classifying the device into class II. FDA
is codifying the classification of the
device by adding 21 CFR 866.3970. We
have named the generic type of device,
device to detect and identify microbial
pathogen nucleic acids in cerebrospinal
fluid, and it is identified as a qualitative
in vitro device intended for the
detection and identification of
microbial-associated nucleic acid
sequences from patients suspected of
meningitis or encephalitis. A device to
detect and identify microbial pathogen
nucleic acids in cerebrospinal fluid is
intended to aid in the diagnosis of
meningitis or encephalitis when used in
conjunction with clinical signs and
symptoms and other clinical and
laboratory findings.

FDA has identified the following risks
to health associated specifically with
this type of device and the measures
required to mitigate these risks in
table 1.

TABLE 1—DEVICE TO DETECT AND IDENTIFY MICROBIAL PATHOGEN NUCLEIC ACIDS IN CEREBROSPINAL FLUID RISKS AND

MITIGATION MEASURES

Identified risks

Mitigation measures

Incorrect identification or lack of identification of a pathogenic microorganism by the device can

lead to improper patient management.
Failure to correctly interpret test results
Failure to correctly operate the instrument

Special Controls (1), (2), (3), (4), and (5).

Special Controls (6), (7), (8), and (9).
Special Control (10).

FDA has determined that special
controls, in combination with the
general controls, address these risks to
health and provide reasonable assurance
of safety and effectiveness. In order for
a device to fall within this classification,
and thus avoid automatic classification
in class III, it would have to comply
with the special controls named in this
final order. The necessary special
controls appear in the regulation
codified by this order. This device is
subject to premarket notification
requirements under section 510(k) of the
FD&C Act.

III. Analysis of Environmental Impact

The Agency has determined under 21
CFR 25.34(b) that this action is of a type
that does not individually or
cumulatively have a significant effect on
the human environment. Therefore,
neither an environmental assessment
nor an environmental impact statement
is required.

IV. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

This final order establishes special
controls that refer to previously
approved collections of information
found in other FDA regulations. These
collections of information are subject to
review by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520). The collections of information in
part 807, subpart E, regarding premarket
notification submissions have been
approved under OMB control number
0910-0120, the collections of
information in 21 CFR part 820 have
been approved under OMB control
number 0910-0073, and the collections
of information in 21 CFR parts 801 and
809, regarding labeling have been
approved under OMB control number
0910-04385.

List of Subjects in 21 CFR Part 866

Biologics, Laboratories, Medical
devices.

Therefore, under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and under
authority delegated to the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs, 21 CFR part 866 is
amended as follows:

PART 866—IMMUNOLOGY AND
MICROBIOLOGY DEVICES

m 1. The authority citation for part 866
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 351, 360, 360c, 360e,
360j, 3601, 371.

m 2. Add § 866.3970 to subpart D to read
as follows:

§866.3970 Device to detect and identify
microbial pathogen nucleic acids in
cerebrospinal fluid.

(a) Identification. A device to detect
and identify microbial pathogen nucleic
acids in cerebrospinal fluid is a
qualitative in vitro device intended for
the detection and identification of
microbial-associated nucleic acid
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sequences from patients suspected of
meningitis or encephalitis. A device to
detect and identify microbial pathogen
nucleic acids in cerebrospinal fluid is
intended to aid in the diagnosis of
meningitis or encephalitis when used in
conjunction with clinical signs and
symptoms and other clinical and
laboratory findings.

(b) Classification. Class II (special
controls). The special controls for this
device are:

(1) Premarket notification
submissions must include detailed
device description documentation,
including the device components,
ancillary reagents required but not
provided, and a detailed explanation of
the methodology, including primer/
probe sequence, design, and rationale
for sequence selection.

(2) Premarket notification
submissions must include detailed
documentation from the following
analytical studies: Analytical sensitivity
(limit of detection), inclusivity,
reproducibility, interference, cross
reactivity, and specimen stability.

(3) Premarket notification
submissions must include detailed
documentation from a clinical study.
The study, performed on a study
population consistent with the intended
use population, must compare the
device performance to results obtained
from well-accepted comparator
methods.

(4) Premarket notification
submissions must include detailed
documentation for device software,
including, but not limited to, software
applications and hardware-based
devices that incorporate software.

(5) The Intended Use statement in the
device labeling must include a
statement that the device is intended to
be used in conjunction with standard of
care culture.

(6) A detailed explanation of the
interpretation of results and acceptance
criteria must be included in the device’s
21 CFR 809.10(b)(9) compliant labeling.

(7) The device labeling must include
a limitation stating that the negative
results do not preclude the possibility of
central nervous system infection.

(8) The device labeling must include
a limitation stating that device results
are not intended to be used as the sole
basis for diagnosis, treatment, or other
patient management decisions.

(9) The device labeling must include
a limitation stating that positive results
do not mean that the organism detected
is infectious or is the causative agent for
clinical symptoms.

(10) As part of the risk management
activities performed as part of your 21
CFR 820.30 design controls, you must

document an appropriate end user
device training program that will be
offered as part of your efforts to mitigate
the risk of failure to correctly operate
the instrument.

Dated: October 13, 2017.
Leslie Kux,
Associate Commissioner for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2017-22769 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Navy

32 CFR Part 706

Certifications and Exemptions Under
the International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972
AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DoD.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Department of the Navy
(DoN) is amending its certifications and
exemptions under the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at
Sea, 1972 (72 COLREGS), to reflect that
the Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate
General (DAJAG) (Admiralty and
Maritime Law) has determined that
certain vessels of the VIRGINIA SSN
Class are vessels of the Navy which, due
to their special construction and
purpose, cannot fully comply with
certain provisions of the 72 COLREGS
without interfering with their special
function as a naval ships. The intended
effect of this rule is to warn mariners in
waters where 72 COLREGS apply.

DATES: This rule is effective October 20,
2017 and is applicable beginning
September 30, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lieutenant Commander Kyle Fralick,
(Admiralty and Maritime Law), Office of
the Judge Advocate General, Department
of the Navy, 1322 Patterson Ave. SE.,
Suite 3000, Washington Navy Yard, DC
20374-5066, telephone 202—685-5040.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to the authority granted in 33 U.S.C.
1605, the DoN amends 32 CFR part 706.
This amendment provides notice that
the DAJAG (Admiralty and Maritime
Law), under authority delegated by the
Secretary of the Navy, has certified that
certain vessels of the SSN Class are
vessels of the Navy which, due to their
special construction and purpose,
cannot fully comply with the following
specific provisions of 72 COLREGS
without interfering with their special
function as a naval ship: Rule 23(a) and
Annex I, paragraph 2(a)(i), pertaining to
the vertical placement of the masthead,

light and Annex I, paragraph 2(f)(i),
pertaining to the masthead light being
above and clear of all other lights and
obstructions; Rule 30 (a), Rule 21(e), and
Annex I, paragraph 2(k), pertaining to
the vertical separation of the anchor
lights, vertical placement of the forward
anchor light above the hull, and the arc
of visibility of all around lights; Rule 23
(a) and Annex I, paragraph 3(b),
pertaining to the location of the
sidelights; and Rule 21(c), pertaining to
the location and arc of visibility of the
sternlight. The DAJAG (Admiralty and
Maritime Law) has also certified that the
lights involved are located in closest
possible compliance with the applicable
72 COLREGS requirements.

Moreover, it has been determined, in
accordance with 32 CFR parts 296 and
701, that publication of this amendment
for public comment prior to adoption is
impracticable, unnecessary, and
contrary to public interest since it is
based on technical findings that the
placement of lights on these vessels in
a manner differently from that
prescribed herein will adversely affect
these vessels’ ability to perform their
military functions.

List of Subjects in 32 CFR Part 706

Marine safety, Navigation (water),
Vessels.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the DoN amends part 706 of
title 32 of the Code of Federal
Regulations as follows:

PART 706—CERTIFICATIONS AND
EXEMPTIONS UNDER THE
INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR
PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT SEA,
1972

m 1. The authority citation for part 706
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 33 U.S.C. 1605.

m 2. Section 706.2 is amended by:
m a. In Table One, adding, in alpha
numerical order, by vessel number, an
entry for USS INDIANA (SSN 789);
m b. In Table Three, adding, in alpha
numerical order, by vessel number, an
entry for USS INDIANA (SSN 789); and
m c. In Table Four:
m i. In paragraph 25, adding, in alpha
numerical order, by vessel number, an
entry for USS INDIANA (SSN 789); and
m ii. In paragraph 26, adding, in alpha
numerical order, by vessel number, an
entry for USS INDIANA (SSN 789).
The additions read as follows:

§706.2 Certifications of the Secretary of
the Navy under Executive Order 11964 and
33 U.S.C. 1605.

* * * * *
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TABLE ONE

Distance in meters of

forward masthead light
Vessel Number below minimum
required height
§2(a)(i) Annex |

USS INDIANA .ot SSN 789 .o s 2.76
* * * * *
* * * * *
TABLE THREE
_— Forward Anchor
Sz’ici‘gtélilggés’ Stern light, anchor light, lights
IMr;astheadf Side Iig?ts Stern Iigf.]ht inboard of fdistandcef hgight relfatifor;st%ip
ights arc of arc o arc o e orward o above of aft light
Vessel Number visibility; visibility; visibility; Sir:pn?efgzs stern in me- hull in to forward
rule 21(a) rule 21(b) rule 21(c) 3(b) annex ters; meters; light in
1 rule 21(c) 2(K) annex  meters 2(K)
1 annex 1
USS INDIANA ..ot SSN 789 ... e e 206.0° 4.37 11.05 2.8 0.30
* * * * * 25' * x %
* * * * *
TABLE FOUR
Distance in meters of
masthead light below
Vessel Number the submarine
identification lights
USS INDIANA .ot SSON 789 . 0.81
26, * * *
Obstruction angle relative to ship’s
headings
Vessel Number
Forward anchor Aft anchor
light light

USS INDIANA

...................................................... SSN 789 ..o, 172910 188° L. 359° tO 1°.
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* * * * *

Approved: September 30, 2017.
A.S. Janin,
Captain, JAGC, U.S. Navy, Deputy Assistant
Judge Advocate, General (Admiralty and
Maritime Law Division).

Dated: October 10, 2017.
A.M. Nichols,
Lieutenant Commander, Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, U.S. Navy, Federal Register
Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-22578 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3810-FF-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[EPA-R05-OAR-2017-0157; FRL-9969-87—
Region 5]

Air Plan Approval; Wisconsin;
Regional Haze Progress Report

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Direct final rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is approving the regional
haze progress report under the Clean Air
Act as a revision to the Wisconsin State
Implementation Plan (SIP). Wisconsin
has satisfied the progress report
requirements of the Regional Haze Rule.
Wisconsin has also met the
requirements for a determination of the
adequacy of its regional haze plan with
its negative declaration submitted with
the progress report.

DATES: This direct final rule will be
effective December 19, 2017, unless EPA
receives adverse comments by
November 20, 2017. If adverse
comments are received, EPA will
publish a timely withdrawal of the
direct final rule in the Federal Register
informing the public that the rule will
not take effect.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R05—
OAR-2017-0157 at http://
www.regulations.gov or via email to
aburano.douglas@epa.gov. For
comments submitted at Regulations.gov,
follow the online instructions for
submitting comments. Once submitted,
comments cannot be edited or removed
from Regulations.gov. For either manner
of submission, EPA may publish any
comment received to its public docket.
Do not submit electronically any
information you consider to be
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Multimedia
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be

accompanied by a written comment.
The written comment is considered the
official comment and should include
discussion of all points you wish to
make. EPA will generally not consider
comments or comment contents located
outside of the primary submission (i.e.,
on the web, cloud, or other file sharing
system). For additional submission
methods, please contact the person
identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section. For the
full EPA public comment policy,
information about CBI or multimedia
submissions, and general guidance on
making effective comments, please visit
http://www2.epa.gov/dockets/
commenting-epa-dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gilberto Alvarez, Environmental
Scientist, Attainment Planning and
Maintenance Section, Air Programs
Branch (AR-18]), Environmental
Protection Agency, Region 5, 77 West
Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, lllinois
60604, (312) 886-6143,
alvarez.gilberto@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document whenever
“we,” “us,” or “our” is used, we mean
EPA. This supplementary information
section is arranged as follows:

I. Background

II. Requirements for the Regional Haze
Progress Report SIPs and Adequacy of
Determinations

III. What is EPA’s analysis?

IV. What action is EPA taking?

V. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews

I. Background

States are required to submit a
progress report every five years that
evaluates progress towards the
Reasonable Progress Goals (RPGs) for
each mandatory Class I Federal area
within the State and in each mandatory
Class I Federal area outside the State
which may be affected by emissions
from within the State. See 40 CFR
51.308(g). States are also required to
submit, at the same time as the progress
report, a determination of the adequacy
of the State’s existing regional haze SIP.
See 40 CFR 51.308(h). The first progress
report is due five years after the
submittal of the initial regional haze
SIP.

Wisconsin submitted its regional haze
plan on January 18, 2012. EPA approved
Wisconsin’s regional haze plan into its
SIP on August 7, 2012, 77 FR 46952.
Wisconsin submitted its five-year
progress report on March 17, 2017. This
is a report on progress made in the first
implementation period towards RPGs
for Class I areas outside of Wisconsin.
Wisconsin does not have any Class I

areas within its borders. This progress
report SIP included a determination that
Wisconsin’s existing regional haze SIP
requires no substantive revision to
achieve the established regional haze
visibility improvement and emissions
reduction goals for 2018. EPA is
proposing to approve Wisconsin’s
progress report on the basis that it
satisfies the applicable requirements of
the rule at 40 CFR 51.308.

II. Requirements for the Regional Haze
Progress Report SIPs and Adequacy of
Determinations

Under 40 CFR 51.308(g), states must
periodically (every five years) submit a
regional haze progress report that
address the seven elements found in 40
CFR 51.308(g).

Under 40 CFR 51.308(h), states are
required to submit, at the same time as
the progress report, a determination of
the adequacy of their existing regional
haze SIP and to take one of four possible
listed actions based on information in
the progress report.

III. What is EPA’s analysis?

The Regional Haze Rule provides the
required elements for five-year progress
reports in 40 CFR 51.308(g). EPA finds
that Wisconsin satisfied the 40 CFR
51.308(g) requirements with its progress
report. EPA finds that, with its negative
declaration, Wisconsin also satisfied the
requirements for the determination of
adequacy provided in 40 CFR 51.308(h).

The following sections discuss the
information provided by Wisconsin in
the progress report submission, along
with EPA’s analysis and determination
of whether the submission met the
applicable requirements of § 51.308.

1. Status of Implementation of all
Measures Included in the Regional Haze
SIP

In its progress report, Wisconsin
summarizes the status of the emissions
reduction measures that were included
in its 2012 regional haze SIP.
Specifically, the report addresses the
status of the on-the-books emissions
reduction measures. The measures
include applicable Federal programs
(e.g., Clean Air Interstate Rule—CAIR,
Cross State Pollution Rule—CSAPR, on-
and off-highway mobile source rules,
area source rules, point sources, Title IV
programs, nitrogen oxides (NOx) SIP
Call, Maximum Achievable Control
Technology (MACT) standards, Federal
and State consent agreements, and
Federal and State control strategies for
electric generating units (EGUs)). This
summary includes a discussion of the
benefits associated with each measure.


http://www2.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets
http://www2.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
mailto:alvarez.gilberto@epa.gov
mailto:aburano.douglas@epa.gov
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The State documents the
implementation status of measures from
its regional haze SIP as well as describes
significant measures resulting from EPA
regulations other than the regional haze
program as they pertain to the State’s
sources. The progress report SIP
highlights the effect of several Federal
control measures both nationally and,
when possible, in the State. EPA finds
that Wisconsin’s analysis adequately
addresses the applicable requirements
of 40 CFR 51.308.

Regarding the status of BART and
reasonable progress control
requirements for sources in the State,
Wisconsin’s progress report notes that
two boilers at one facility, Green Bay
Georgia Pacific, were the only non-EGU
emission units subject to BART
requirements in Wisconsin. BART
requirements at Georgia Pacific reflected
alternative measures, which were
incorporated into a federally enforceable
Administrative Consent Order dated
July 9, 2013, effective January 1, 2016.
For sources evaluated for reasonable
progress in Wisconsin, the State found
no additional controls (beyond on-the-
books controls) to be reasonable for the
first implementation period, so no other
discussion of the status of controls was
necessary in the progress report SIP.

Wisconsin describes the
implementation status of measures from
its regional haze SIP, including the
status of control measures to meet BART
and reasonable progress requirements
and the status of measures from on-the-
book controls. EPA concludes that
Wisconsin has adequately addressed the
status of control measures in its regional
haze SIP.

2. Summary of Emissions Reductions
Achieved in the State Through
Implementation of Measures

In its regional haze SIP and progress
report, Wisconsin focuses its assessment

on NOx and sulfur dioxide (SO,)
emissions from EGUs as a result of the
implementation of CAIR/CSAPR, as
well as emissions from non-EGUs.
During the period from 2005-2015 SO,
emissions from EGUs and non-EGUs
decreased in Wisconsin by 74 percent
according to data from the EPA Clean
Air Markets Division (CAMD).
Additionally, NOx emissions decreased
from EGUs and non-EGUs by 55 percent
during the same time period.

The State provides estimates of
reductions of NOx and SO, from EGUs
and non-EGUs in Wisconsin that have
occurred since Wisconsin submitted its
regional haze SIP. Given the large NOx
and SO, reductions that have actually
occurred, further analysis of emissions
from other sources or other pollutants,
was unnecessary in this first
implementation period. Because no
additional controls were found to be
reasonable for reasonable progress for
the first implementation period for
evaluated sources in Wisconsin, EPA
finds that no further discussion of
emissions reductions from controls was
necessary in the progress report. EPA
concludes that Wisconsin has
adequately addressed the applicable
requirements of 40 CFR 51.308.

3. Assessment of Visibility Conditions
and Changes for Each Mandatory Class
I Federal Area in the State

Wisconsin does not have any Class I
areas within its boundaries, and as the
applicable provisions pertain only to
states containing Class I areas, no
further analysis is necessary. EPA
concludes that Wisconsin has
adequately addressed the applicable
requirements of 40 CFR 51.308(g).

4. Analysis Tracking Emissions Changes
of Visibility-Impairing Pollutants

In its progress report, Wisconsin
presents data from a statewide

emissions inventory developed for the
year 2005 and compares this with a
2014 emissions inventory constructed
by the Lake Michigan Air Directors
Consortium (LADCO) based on the
National Emissions Inventory (NEI)
2011 version 2 (2011 NEIv2) data. For
both years, pollutants inventoried
include ammonia (NH;), NOx, coarse
particulate matter (PM,o), fine
particulate matter (PM, s), reactive
organic gases (ROG), and SO,. The
emissions inventories from both the
2005 dataset and the 2014 NEIv2
include all point, area, on-road, off-road,
animal and marine-aircraft-rail (MAR).

Table 1 below shows the emissions
from 2005-2014 versus projected 2018
emissions from the 2012 Wisconsin
regional haze SIP submission. SO, and
NOx sources are the most impactful in
terms of visibility improvement. In the
2005 inventory, SO, emissions were
260,556 tons per year (TPY) and were
projected by 2018 to decrease to 133,039
TPY. In 2014, SO, emission had already
decreased to 89,067 TPY, and achieved
a 65.8 percent reduction. NOx emissions
were 349,336 TPY and were projected
by 2018 to decrease to 172,876 TPY. In
2014, NOx emission had already
decreased to 236,568 TPY, and achieved
a 32.3 percent reduction. Reductions of
other pollutants exceeded the expected
2018 emissions.

PM,o emissions increased from 2005
to 2014 by 8.4%. In the 2012 Regional
Haze SIP and the progress report, WI
predicted this increase, but it was
deemed insignificant relative to the
visibility improvements from the large
reductions of NOx and SO, emissions
over those same time periods. NOx and
SO; emissions reductions have a much
greater impact on visibility
improvement.

TABLE 1—EMISSION REDUCTIONS: 2005 TO 2014 vS PROJECTED 2018 EMISSIONS (TPY)

NHs NOx PM1o PMz.s ROG SO
2005 Base from Haze SIP ..o, 123,260 349,336 60,494 53,143 299,230 260,556
2014 e 39,642 236,568 65,576 50,278 258,611 89,067
2018 Target from Haze SIP . 114,738 172,876 72,231 61,353 228,806 133,039
% change, 2005-2014 ...... —67.8% —32.3% 8.4% —-5.4% —13.6% —65.8%
% change, 2005—2018 ..........ccceviiriiiiniincee e, -6.9% —50.5% 19.4% 15.4% —23.5% —48.9%

The progress report shows that
emissions are gradually decreasing from
implementation of a variety of
programs. EPA finds that Wisconsin has
satisfied this element requiring an
analysis tracking emissions progress for
the current five-year period. Wisconsin
appears to be on track for reaching its

2018 emission projections. EPA
concludes that Wisconsin has
adequately addressed the applicable
requirements of 40 CFR 51.308.

5. Assessment of Any Significant
Changes in Anthropogenic Emissions

As demonstrated in the previous
section, in its progress report,
Wisconsin notes that progress has been
made in reductions in visibility-
impairing pollutants in the last five
years. Wisconsin found that no changes
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either within or outside the State have
occurred in the last five years that
would impede the achievement of
necessary emission reductions or would
impede the improvement of visibility.

Wisconsin indicated that no
significant changes in anthropogenic
emissions have impeded progress in
reducing emissions and improving
visibility in Class I areas impacted by
Wisconsin sources. The progress report
identified an overall downward trend in
these emissions. Further, the progress
report indicates that Wisconsin is on
track to meeting its 2018 emissions
projections. EPA concludes that
Wisconsin has adequately addressed the
applicable requirements of 40 CFR
51.308.

6. Assessment of Whether the SIP
Elements and Strategies Are Sufficient
To Enable Wisconsin, or Other States,
To Meet RPGs

The progress report indicates that the
elements and strategies outlined in its
original regional haze SIP are sufficient
to enable Wisconsin and states where
Wisconsin contributes to visibility
impairments to meet all of the
established RPGs. The original regional
haze SIP identified several sources in
Wisconsin that contribute to visibility
impairment at Seney and Isle Royale
Class I areas in Michigan. Wisconsin
determined that implementation of
control measures at these sources and
associated significant downward trends
in emissions, as discussed previously,
demonstrate that Wisconsin is not
interfering with the ability of these Class
I areas to meet reasonable progress
goals.

EPA finds that Wisconsin’s
conclusion regarding the sufficiency of
the regional haze SIP is supported by
the progress report from Michigan
showing improved visibility at the
Seney and Isle Royale Class I areas. EPA
concludes that Wisconsin has
adequately addressed the applicable
requirements of 40 CFR 51.308.

7. Review of the State’s Visibility
Monitoring Strategy

Wisconsin’s progress report confirms
there are no Class I areas within its
borders. Because Wisconsin does not
have any Class I areas within its
borders, Wisconsin is not required to
address the applicable provisions
related to review of the State’s visibility
monitoring strategy. EPA concludes that
Wisconsin has adequately addressed the
applicable requirements of 40 CFR
51.308.

40 CFR 51.308(h) Determination of the
Adequacy of Existing Implementation
Plan

The rule at 40 CFR 51.308(h) requires
the State to submit its determination of
adequacy for the regional haze plan at
the same time as the progress report.
The rule requires the State to select from
four options based on the information
given in the progress report.

Wisconsin submitted a negative
declaration indicating that further
substantive revision of its regional haze
plan is not needed at this time.
Wisconsin determined that its regional
haze plan is adequate to meet the
Regional Haze Rule requirements and
expects to achieve the reasonable
progress goals at Isle Royale and Seney.

EPA finds that the current Wisconsin
regional haze plan is adequate to
achieve its established goals. Based on
its progress report, Wisconsin is on
track to meet the visibility improvement
and emission reduction goals.

Public Participation and Federal Land
Manager Consultation

On December 12, 2016 Wisconsin
provided an opportunity for Federal
Land Managers (FLMs) to review
Wisconsin’s report on progress made
during the first implementation period
toward RPGs for Class I areas outside
the State that are affected by emissions
from Wisconsin’s sources. Wisconsin’s
progress report includes in Appendix 5,
the FLMs comments and the State’s
response to comments.

Wisconsin also published notification
for a public hearing and solicitation for
full public comment concerning the
draft five-year progress report. A public
hearing was held on February 14, 2017.
No comments were received and no
testimony was provided.

EPA finds that Wisconsin has
addressed the applicable requirements
in § 51.308(i) regarding FLM
consultation.

IV. What action is EPA taking?

EPA is approving the regional haze
progress report submitted on March 17,
2017, as a revision to the Wisconsin SIP.
EPA finds that Wisconsin has satisfied
the progress report requirements of 40
CFR 51.308(g). EPA also finds that
Wisconsin has met the 40 CFR 51.308(h)
requirements for a determination of the
adequacy of its regional haze plan with
its negative declaration submitted on
March 17, 2017.

We are publishing this action without
prior proposal because we view this as
a noncontroversial amendment and
anticipate no adverse comments.
However, in the proposed rules section

of this Federal Register publication, we
are publishing a separate document that
will serve as the proposal to approve the
State plan if relevant adverse written
comments are filed. This rule will be
effective December 19, 2017 without
further notice unless we receive relevant
adverse written comments by November
20, 2017. If we receive such comments,
we will withdraw this action before the
effective date by publishing a
subsequent document that will
withdraw the final action. Public
comments will then be addressed in a
subsequent final rule based on the
proposed action. EPA will not institute
a second comment period. Any parties
interested in commenting on this action
should do so at this time. Please note
that if EPA receives adverse comment
on an amendment, paragraph, or section
of this rule and if that provision may be
severed from the remainder of the rule,
EPA may adopt as final those provisions
of the rule that are not the subject of an
adverse comment. If we do not receive
any comments, this action will be
effective December 19, 2017.

V. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Under the Clean Air Act (CAA), the
Administrator is required to approve a
SIP submission that complies with the
provisions of the CAA and applicable
Federal regulations. 42 U.S.C. 7410(k);
40 CFR 52.02(a). Thus, in reviewing SIP
submissions, EPA’s role is to approve
state choices, provided that they meet
the criteria of the CAA. Accordingly,
this action merely approves state law as
meeting Federal requirements and does
not impose additional requirements
beyond those imposed by state law. For
that reason, this action:

e Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to review by the Office of
Management and Budget under
Executive Orders 12866 (58 FR 51735,
October 4, 1993) and 13563 (76 FR 3821,
January 21, 2011);

e Is not an Executive Order 13771 (82
FR 9339, February 2, 2017) regulatory
action because SIP approvals are
exempted under Executive Order 12866.

¢ Does not impose an information
collection burden under the provisions
of the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.);

e Is certified as not having a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.);

¢ Does not contain any unfunded
mandate or significantly or uniquely
affect small governments, as described
in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
0f 1995 (Pub. L. 104-4);
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¢ Does not have Federalism
implications as specified in Executive
Order 13132 (64 FR 43255, August 10,
1999);

e Is not an economically significant
regulatory action based on health or
safety risks subject to Executive Order
13045 (62 FR 19885, April 23, 1997);

¢ Is not a significant regulatory action
subject to Executive Order 13211 (66 FR
28355, May 22, 2001);

e Is not subject to requirements of
section 12(d) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement
Act of 1995 (15 U.S.C. 272 note) because
application of those requirements would
be inconsistent with the CAA; and

¢ Does not provide EPA with the
discretionary authority to address, as
appropriate, disproportionate human
health or environmental effects, using
practicable and legally permissible
methods, under Executive Order 12898
(59 FR 7629, February 16, 1994).

In addition, the SIP is not approved
to apply on any Indian reservation land
or in any other area where EPA or an
Indian tribe has demonstrated that a
tribe has jurisdiction. In those areas of
Indian country, the rule does not have
tribal implications and will not impose
substantial direct costs on tribal
governments or preempt tribal law as
specified by Executive Order 13175 (65
FR 67249, November 9, 2000).

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Intergovernmental relations,
Nitrogen dioxide, Particulate matter,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Sulfur oxides, Volatile
organic compounds.

Dated: October 10, 2017.
Robert A. Kaplan,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 5.

40 CFR part 52 is amended as follows:

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m 1. The authority citation for part 52
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.
Subpart YY—Wisconsin

m 2. Add §52.2593 to read as follows:

§52.2593 Visibility protection.

(a) Approval. Wisconsin submitted its
regional haze plan to EPA on January
18, 2012, supplemented on June 7, 2012.
The Wisconsin regional haze plan meets
the requirements of Clean Air Act
section 169B and the Regional Haze
Rule in § 51.308.

(b) Approval. Wisconsin submitted its
five-year progress report on March 17,
2017. The Progress Report meets the
requirements of Clean Air Act sections
169A and 169B and the Regional Haze
Rule in §51.308.

[FR Doc. 2017-22705 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[EPA-R09-OAR-2017-0271; FRL-9969-85—
Region 9]

Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans; Nevada;
Rescission of Visibility Protection
Federal Implementation Plan for the
Mohave Generating Station

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is approving the Nevada
Division of Environmental Protection’s
(NDEP) request to rescind the visibility
protection Federal Implementation Plan
(FIP) that we promulgated on February
8, 2002, to regulate air pollutant
emissions from the Mohave Generating
Station (MGS), located in Clark County,
Nevada. The EPA is approving the
NDEP’s request because MGS has been
decommissioned and demolished.
DATES: This rule is effective November
20, 2017.

ADDRESSES: The EPA has established a
docket for this action under Docket ID
No. EPA-R09-0OAR-2017-0271. All
documents in the docket are listed on
the http://www.regulations.gov Web
site. Although listed in the index, some
information is not publicly available,
e.g., Confidential Business Information
(CBI) or other information whose
disclosure is restricted by statute.
Certain other material, such as
copyrighted material, is not placed on
the Internet and will be publicly
available only in hard copy form.
Publicly available docket materials are
available through http://
www.regulations.gov, or please contact
the person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section for
additional availability information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Krishna Viswanathan, EPA, Region IX,
Air Division, Air Planning Office, (520)
999-7880 or viswanathan.krishna@
epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Throughout this document, “we,” “us,”
and “our” refer to the EPA.

Table of Contents

I. Proposed Action and Public Comment
Period

II. Final Action

III. Environmental Justice Considerations

IV. Statutory and Executive Order Reviews

I. Proposed Action and Public Comment
Period

On June 22, 2017, the EPA proposed
to rescind the MGS FIP because MGS
had been decommissioned and
demolished, as demonstrated by the
supporting documentation provided by
the NDEP.* The EPA’s proposed action
provided a 45-day public comment
period. The EPA did not receive any
comments on the proposal to rescind
the MGS FIP.

II. Final Action

For the reasons explained in our
proposal, we are approving the NDEP’s
request to rescind the MGS FIP.

III. Environmental Justice
Considerations

The EPA believes that this action will
not have potential disproportionately
high and adverse human health or
environmental effects on minority, low-
income, or indigenous populations
because it merely rescinds a FIP that is
no longer applicable because the subject

facility has been decommissioned and
demolished.

1IV. Statutory and Executive Order
Reviews

Additional information about these
statutes and Executive Orders can be
found at http://www2.epa.gov/laws-
regulations/laws-and-executive-orders.

A. Executive Order 12866: Regulatory
Planning and Review and Executive
Order 13563: Improving Regulation and
Regulatory Review

This action is not a significant
regulatory action and was therefore not
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review.

B. Executive Order 13771: Reducing
Regulations and Controlling Regulatory
Costs

This action is not an Executive Order
13771 regulatory action because actions
such as the Rescission of Visibility
Protection Federal Implementation Plan
for the Mohave Generating Station that
apply to only one source is a Rule of
Particular Applicability that are
exempted under Executive Order 12866.

1For details on the EPA’s original FIP and
additional background, see proposal at 82 FR
28433.
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C. Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)

This action does not impose an
information collection burden under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act, 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.

D. Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA)

I certify that this action will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
under the RFA. This action will not
impose any requirements on small
entities.

E. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(UMRA)

This action does not contain an
unfunded mandate of $100 million or
more as described in UMRA, 2 U.S.C.
1531-1538, and does not significantly or
uniquely affect small governments.

F. Executive Order 13132: Federalism

This action does not have federalism
implications. It will not have substantial
direct effects on the states, on the
relationship between the national
government and the states, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

G. Executive Order 13175: Consultation
and Coordination With Indian Tribal
Governments

This action does not have tribal
implications, as specified in Executive
Order 13175. It will not have substantial
direct effects on any Indian tribes, on
the relationship between the federal
government and Indian tribes, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities between the federal
government and Indian tribes. Thus,
Executive Order 13175 does not apply
to this action.

H. Executive Order 13045: Protection of
Children From Environmental Health
Risks and Safety Risks

The EPA interprets Executive Order
13045 as applying only to those
regulatory actions that concern health or
safety risks that the EPA has reason to
believe may disproportionately affect
children, per the definition of “covered
regulatory action” in section 2—-202 of
the Executive Order. This action is not
subject to Executive Order 13045
because it merely rescinds a FIP
covering a generating station that has
been decommissioned and demolished.

I. Executive Order 13211: Actions
Concerning Regulations That
Significantly Affect Energy Supply,
Distribution, or Use

This action is not subject to Executive
Order 13211 because it is not a

significant regulatory action under
Executive Order 12866.

J. National Technology Transfer and
Advancement Act

This rulemaking does not involve
technical standards. The EPA is not
revising any technical standards or
imposing any new technical standards
in this action.

K. Executive Order 12898: Federal
Actions To Address Environmental
Justice in Minority Populations and
Low-Income Populations

The EPA believes that this action does
not have disproportionately high and
adverse human health or environmental
effects on minority populations, low-
income populations, and/or indigenous
peoples, as specified in Executive Order
12898 (59 FR 7629, February 16, 1994).
The documentation for this decision is
contained in section III above.

L. Determination Under Section 307(d)

Pursuant to CAA section 307(d)(1)(B),
the EPA has determined that this action
is subject to the provisions of section
307(d). Section 307(d) establishes
procedural requirements specific to
certain rulemaking actions under the
CAA. Pursuant to CAA section
307(d)(1)(B), the rescission of the MGS
FIP is subject to the requirements of
CAA section 307(d), as it constitutes a
revision to a FIP under CAA section
110(c). Furthermore, CAA section
307(d)(1)(V) provides that the
provisions of section 307(d) apply to
“such other actions as the Administrator
may determine.” The EPA determines
that the provisions of 307(d) apply to
the EPA’s action on the MGS FIP
rescission.

M. Congressional Review Act (CRA)

This rule is exempt from the CRA
because it is a rule of particular
applicability. The EPA is not required to
submit a rule report regarding this
action under section 801 because this is
a rule of particular applicability that
only applies to a single,
decommissioned facility.

N. Petitions for Judicial Review

Under CAA section 307(b)(1),
petitions for judicial review of this
action must be filed in the United States
Court of Appeals for the appropriate
circuit by December 19, 2017. Filing a
petition for reconsideration by the
Administrator of this final rule does not
affect the finality of this rule for the
purposes of judicial review nor does it
extend the time within which a petition
for judicial review may be filed, and

shall not postpone the effectiveness of
such rule or action.

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Environmental protection, Air
pollution control, Incorporation by
reference, Sulfur oxides.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: October 13, 2017.

E. Scott Pruitt,
Administrator, EPA.

For the reasons set forth in the

preamble, EPA amends 40 CFR part 52
as follows:

PART 52—APPROVAL AND
PROMULGATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

m 1. The authority citation for part 52
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401, et seq.

Subpart DD—Nevada

§52.1488 [Amended]

m 2. Section 52.1488 is amended by
removing and reserving paragraph (d).
[FR Doc. 2017-22701 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

42 CFR Part 493
[CMS-3271-F]
RIN 0938-AS04

Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Amendments of 1988 (CLIA); Fecal
Occult Blood (FOB) Testing

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), HHS; Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), HHS.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This final rule amends the
Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Amendments of 1988 (CLIA) regulations
to clarify that the waived test
categorization applies only to non-
automated fecal occult blood tests.
DATES: These regulations are effective
December 19, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy Anderson, CDC, (404) 498-2280,
or Daralyn Hassan, CMS, (410) 786—
9360.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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I. Background

The Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Amendments of 1988 (CLIA) (section
353 of the Public Health Service Act,
codified at 42 U.S.C. 263a) requires any
facility performing examinations of
human specimens (for example, tissue,
blood, and urine) for diagnosis,
prevention, or treatment purposes to be
certified by the Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS). The objective of the
CLIA program is to ensure accurate and
reliable laboratory testing. The Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
is responsible for the administration of
CLIA. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) provides
scientific and technical support/
consultation to HHS and CMS. The
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is
responsible for test categorization.

To receive a certificate of waiver
(COW) under CLIA, a laboratory must
only perform tests listed as waived in
the CLIA regulations at 42 CFR
493.15(c) (for example, urine pregnancy
tests—visual color comparison tests) or
tests which the FDA has determined to
be waived because they are simple with
an insignificant risk of error. Waived
tests are exempt from most CLIA
requirements, and the laboratories that
perform them receive no routine
SUrveys.

Waived laboratories must meet only
the following requirements under CLIA:

e Enroll in the CLIA program;

e Pay applicable certificate fees
biennially; and

¢ Follow manufacturers’ test
instructions.

Since the implementation of the CLIA
program in 1992, the types of tests
waived under CLIA have increased from
8 to currently 97; consequently, the
percentage of laboratories issued a COW
has grown significantly from 20 percent
to almost 72 percent of the approximate
250,000 laboratories enrolled.

Dipstick or tablet reagent urinalysis
(non-automated) and fecal occult blood
(FOB) are two of the original 8 waived
tests published in the Federal Register
in 1992, as specified at § 493.15(c)(1)
and (2), respectively. The regulation
specifies that waived test status is
applicable to “non-automated” dipstick
or tablet reagent urinalysis, but it does
not specify “non-automated” for FOB
tests. At the time the regulation was
adopted, the FOB test was only
available as a manual or non-automated
test. However, there are now automated
FOB analyzers that use complex and
sophisticated technology, which do not
meet the CLIA criteria for waiver and,
therefore, should not be waived. It was

therefore necessary to propose
amendments to the regulations to
exclude these automated tests from the
list of waived tests in the CLIA
regulations.

Furthermore, since the development
and proliferation of the waived test for
hemoglobin by single analyte
instruments with self-contained or
component features, as described at
§493.15(c)(9), it was our understanding
that the non-automated hemoglobin by
copper sulfate method at §493.15(c)(6)
was no longer in use. Therefore, we
proposed to remove the hemoglobin by
copper sulfate method from the list of
waived tests at §493.15(c)(6) if
commenters confirmed that the method
is no longer used.

II. Provisions of the Proposed
Regulations

On November 7, 2014, we published
a proposed rule in the Federal Register
(79 FR 66348 through 66350) entitled,
“Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Amendments (CLIA); Fecal Occult
Blood (FOB) Testing.” In that rule, we
proposed to revise § 493.15(c)(2) by
adding the words “non-automated”
following “Fecal occult blood.” This
change would exclude the more
complex automated FOB analyzers from
the list of waived tests in the CLIA
regulations.

In addition, we proposed to remove
the hemoglobin by copper sulfate
method from the list of waived tests at
§493.15(c)(6) if we received public
comments confirming that this method
is no longer used.

Finally, we proposed to renumber the
remaining paragraphs if § 493.15(c)(6)
was removed.

III. Analysis of and Responses to Public
Comments

In response to the November 7, 2014
proposed rule, we received 7 public
comments. Interested parties that
submitted comments included blood
donor centers, laboratories and
accreditation organizations. A summary
of the comments and our responses are
as follows:

Comment: One commenter supported
our proposal to add the words “non-
automated” following ““Fecal occult
blood.”

Response: We appreciate the
commenters’ support. This change
would exclude the more complex
automated FOB analyzers from the list
of waived tests in the CLIA regulations.

Comment: In regard to our proposal to
remove the hemoglobin by copper
sulfate method from the list of waived
tests if comments confirmed that this
method is no longer used, one

commenter stated that they collect
approximately 10,000 units of blood per
year and currently use the hemoglobin
by copper sulfate method for cost
reasons. Another commenter stated that
they use the hemoglobin by copper
sulfate method as a qualitative method
to detect hemoglobin levels of 12.5g/dl
or greater.

Several commenters indicated that
they use the hemoglobin by copper
sulfate method to screen donors for
acceptable pre-donation hemoglobin.
Specifically, they perform
approximately 20,000 to 30,000 tests per
year.

Response: In consideration of these
public comments, which indicate that
the hemoglobin by copper sulfate
method is still in use, we are not
finalizing our proposal to remove the
hemoglobin by copper sulfate method
from the list of waived tests at
§493.15(c)(6).

Comment: One commenter stated that
it is appropriate to require “automated
FOB tests” to be evaluated through the
CLIA waiver process instead of
automatically waiving these devices.
However, the commenter believed that
“waived testing” poses risk to patients
in certain settings and that any test that
may result in harm should not be
waived.

Response: We appreciate the
commenter’s support for requiring
“automated FOB tests” to be evaluated
through the CLIA waiver process
instead of automatically waiving these
devices. According to section 263a(d)(3)
of the CLIA statute, waived tests are
simple laboratory examinations and
procedures that have been approved by
the FDA for home use or that, as
determined by the Secretary, are simple
laboratory examinations and procedures
that have an insignificant risk of an
erroneous result, including those that
employ methodologies that are so
simple and accurate that the likelihood
of inaccurate result by the user is
negligible, and those that the Secretary
has determined pose no unreasonable
risk of harm to the patient if performed
incorrectly. Therefore, we believe that
waived tests that are determined to have
met the statutory criteria do not pose a
significant risk of harm to patients.

IV. Provisions of the Final Regulations

We are adopting as final the provision
set forth in the November 7, 2014
proposed rule (79 FR 66348 through
66350) with the following
modifications:

¢ In consideration of public
comments, we are not finalizing our
proposal to remove the hemoglobin by
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copper sulfate method from the list of
waived tests at §493.15(c)(6).

¢ Since we are not removing
§493.15(c)(6), we are not finalizing our
proposal to renumber the remaining
paragraphs in this section.

V. Collection of Information
Requirements

This document does not impose
information collection requirements,
that is, reporting, recordkeeping or
third-party disclosure requirements.
Consequently, there is no need for
review by the Office of Management and
Budget under the authority of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

VI. Regulatory Impact Statement

We have examined the impact of this
rule as required by Executive Order
12866 on Regulatory Planning and
Review (September 30, 1993), Executive
Order 13563 on Improving Regulation
and Regulatory Review (January 18,
2011), the Regulatory Flexibility Act
(RFA) (September 19, 1980, Pub. L. 96—
354), section 1102(b) of the Social
Security Act, section 202 of the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995
(March 22, 1995; Pub. L. 104—4),
Executive Order 13132 on Federalism
(August 4, 1999), the Congressional
Review Act (5 U.S.C. 804(2)), and
Executive Order 13771 on Reducing
Regulation and Controlling Regulatory
Costs (January 30, 2017).

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess all costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits
(including potential economic,
environmental, public health and safety
effects, distributive impacts, and
equity). A regulatory impact analysis
must be prepared for major rules with
economically significant effects ($100
million or more in any 1 year). This rule
does not reach the economic threshold
and thus is not considered a major rule.

This final rule amends the CLIA
regulations at § 493.15(c)(2) to provide
that only non-automated FOB tests are
waived by the regulation. Automated
test systems that detect FOB would,
therefore, be subject to test
categorization by the FDA as moderate
or high complexity as described in
§493.17. These test systems would only
be considered for waiver approval if the
manufacturer submits a waiver
application to the FDA demonstrating
the particular test system meets the
statutory waiver criteria of being simple
and having an insignificant risk of an
erroneous result.

As of July 11, 2017, the FDA CLIA test
categorization database includes 134
FOB test systems. Five of these test
systems are automated and are
categorized by the FDA as moderate
(non-waived) complexity; all others are
waived non-automated methods (http://
www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/
cfdocs/cfCLIA/search.cfm). Only two of
the five automated test systems are sold
in the United States. Because the
current regulation governing FOB tests
does not specify automated or non-
automated FOB tests, it could be
misconstrued that automated FOB test
systems are available for use by
laboratories with a COW. As amended,
it will be clear that automated FOB test
systems are not permitted for use by a
laboratory with a COW under
§493.15(c)(2). This means that testing
sites using one or both of the two
automated test systems noted above
(which are categorized as moderate
complexity tests) would be impacted by
this rule if they are currently operating
under a COW. According to the
information on automated analyzers for
FOB testing distributed in the United
States provided by manufacturers, we
estimate that no more than 26
laboratories would be impacted by this
regulatory change. We developed a
range of the estimated economic impact
for changes that may result from this
final rule. Our highest estimate totals
approximately $151,000 for the first
year, due to the initial costs required to
change certificate types for all
potentially impacted laboratories. This
would decrease in years two through
five, projected to be as low as
approximately $3,000 per year in years
two and four, when no certificate fees
would be paid. Therefore, this rule does
not meet the economic threshold to be
considered a major rule.

The RFA requires agencies to analyze
options for regulatory relief of small
entities. For purposes of the RFA, small
entities include small businesses,
nonprofit organizations, and small
governmental jurisdictions. Most
hospitals and most other providers and
suppliers are small entities, either by
nonprofit status or by having revenues
of less than $7.5 million to $38.5
million in any 1 year. Individuals and
states are not included in the definition
of a small entity. We are not preparing
an analysis for the RFA because we
believe that approximately 79 percent of
United States medical laboratories
qualify as small entities based on their
nonprofit status as reported in the
American Hospital Association Fast
Fact Sheet, updated July 11, 2017
(http://www.aha.org/research/rc/stat-

studies/fast-facts.shtml). However, as
previously described, due to the low
number of automated analyzers
distributed in the United States, we
estimate that no more than 26
laboratories would potentially be
impacted by this regulatory change. As
its measure of significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities, HHS uses a change in revenue
of more than 3 to 5 percent. We do not
believe that this threshold would be
reached by the requirements in this final
rule because very few small entities
would be subject to the provisions in
this rule.

In addition, section 1102(b) of the
Social Security Act (the Act) requires us
to prepare a regulatory impact analysis
if a rule may have a significant impact
on the operations of a substantial
number of small rural hospitals. This
analysis must conform to the provisions
of section 604 of the RFA. For purposes
of section 1102(b) of the Act, we define
a small rural hospital as a hospital that
is located outside of a Metropolitan
Statistical Area for Medicare payment
regulations and has fewer than 100
beds. We do not expect this final rule
to have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small rural
hospitals. The changes in this final rule
would apply only to the laboratories
previously described, which do not
include any small rural hospitals at this
time. Thus, an analysis under section
1102(b) of the Act is not required for
this rulemaking.

Section 202 of the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 also
requires that agencies assess anticipated
costs and benefits before issuing any
rule whose mandates require spending
in any 1 year of $100 million in 1995
dollars, updated annually for inflation.
In 2017, that threshold is approximately
$148 million. This rule will have no
consequential effect on state, local, or
tribal governments or on the private
sector.

Executive Order 13132 establishes
certain requirements that an agency
must meet when it promulgates a
proposed rule (and subsequent final
rule) that imposes substantial direct
requirement costs on state and local
governments, preempts state law, or
otherwise has Federalism implications.
Since this regulation does not impose
any costs on state or local governments,
the requirements of Executive Order
13132 are not applicable.

Executive Order 13771, entitled
“Reducing Regulation and Controlling
Regulatory Costs,” was issued on
January 30, 2017 (82 FR 9339, February
3, 2017). Section 2(a) of Executive Order
13771 requires an agency, unless
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prohibited by law, to identify at least
two existing regulations to be repealed
when the agency publicly proposes for
notice and comment, or otherwise
promulgates, a new regulation. In
furtherance of this requirement, section
2(c) of Executive Order 13771 requires
that the new incremental costs
associated with new regulations shall, to
the extent permitted by law, be offset by
the elimination of existing costs
associated with at least two prior
regulations. OMB’s interim guidance,
issued on April 5, 2017, https://
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/
2017/04/05/memorandum-
implementing-executive-order-13771-
titled-reducing-regulation, explains that
for Fiscal Year 2017 the above
requirements only apply to each new
“significant regulatory action that
imposes costs.” It has been determined
that this final rule is not a ““significant
regulatory action thus does not trigger
the above requirements of Executive
Order 13771.

List of Subjects in 42 CFR Part 493

Administrative practice and
procedure, Grant programs—health,
Health facilities, Laboratories, Medicaid,
Medicare, Penalties, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services amends 42 CFR part
493 as set forth below:

PART 493—LABORATORY
REQUIREMENTS

m 1. The authority citation for part 493
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Sec. 353 of the Public Health
Service Act, secs. 1102, 1861(e), the sentence
following sections 1861(s)(11) through
1861(s)(16) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 263a, 1302, 1395x(e), the sentence
following 1395x(s)(11) through 1395x(s)(16)),
and the Pub. L. 112-202 amendments to 42
U.S.C. 263a.

m 2. Section 493.15 is amended by
revising paragraph (c)(2) to read as
follows:

§493.15 Laboratories performing waived
tests.

* * * * *

(C) * % %

(2) Fecal occult blood-non-automated;
* * * * *

Dated: August 24, 2017.
Seema Verma,
Administrator, Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services.

Dated: October 5, 2017.
Anne Schuchat,
RADM, U.S. Public Health Service, Principal
Deputy Director, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Dated: October 12, 2017.
Eric D. Hargan,

Acting Secretary, Department of Health and
Human Services.

[FR Doc. 2017-22813 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Parts 1 and 20
[GN Docket No. 13-111; FCC 17-25]

Promoting Technological Solutions to
Combat Contraband Wireless Devices
in Correctional Facilities

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Final rule; announcement of
effective date.

SUMMARY: In this document, the Federal
Communications Commission
(Commission) announces that the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) has
approved, for a period of three years, the
information collection associated with
the Commission’s Report and Order,
FCC 17-25. This document is consistent
with the Report and Order, which stated
that the Commission would publish a
document in the Federal Register
announcing OMB approval of the
information collection requirement and
the relevant effective date of the rules.
DATES: The rule amendments to 47 CFR
1.9020(n), 1.9030(m), 1.9035(0), and
20.23(a), published at 82 FR 22742, May
18, 2017, which required OMB
approval, are effective on October 20,
2017. The rule amendments to (1) 47
CFR 1.9020(d)(8), 1.9030(d)(8),
1.9035(d)(4), and 20.18(a), which did
not require OMB approval; and (2) 47
CFR 20.18(r), which required OMB
approval, published at 82 FR 22742,
May 18, 2017, are effective on February
12, 2018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information, contact Cathy
Williams by email at Cathy.Williams@
fcc.gov and telephone at (202) 418—
2918.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document announces that, on October 2,
2017, OMB approved the information

collection requirement contained in the
Commission’s Report and Order, FCC
17-25, published at 82 FR 22742, May
18, 2017. The OMB Control Number is
3060-1243. The Commission publishes
this document as an announcement of
the effective dates of the rules. Note that
the rules effective on February 12, 2018,
as listed above, are effective on that date
pursuant to the Report and Order,
paragraph 142, the date 270 days after
publication of the text or a summary
thereof in the Federal Register. If you
have any comments on the burden
estimates listed below, or how the
Commission can improve the collection
and reduce any burdens caused thereby,
please contact Cathy Williams, Federal
Communications Commission, Room 1—
C823, 445 12th Street SW., Washington,
DC 20554. Please include the OMB
Control Number 3060-1243 in your
correspondence. The Commission will
also accept your comments via email at
PRA@fcc.gov.

To request materials in accessible
formats for people with disabilities
(Braille, large print, electronic files,
audio format), send an email to fcc504@
fcc.gov or call the Consumer and
Governmental Affairs Bureau at (202)
418-0530 (voice), (202) 418-0432
(TTY).

Synopsis

As required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3507),
the Commission is notifying the public
that it received final OMB approval on
October 2, 2017, for the information
collection requirement contained in 47
CFR 1.9020(n), 1.9030(m), 1.9035(0),
20.18, and 20.23(a), as amended in the
Commission’s Report and Order, FCC
17-25.

Under 5 CFR part 1320, an agency
may not conduct or sponsor a collection
of information unless it displays a
current, valid OMB Control Number. No
person shall be subject to any penalty
for failing to comply with a collection
of information subject to the Paperwork
Reduction Act that does not display a
current, valid OMB Control Number.
The OMB Control Number is 3060—
1243.

The foregoing notice is required by
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13, October 1, 1995,
and 44 U.S.C. 3507. The total annual
reporting burdens and costs for the
respondents are as follows:

OMB Control Number: 3060-1243.

OMB Approval Date: October 2, 2017.

OMB Expiration Date: October 31,
2020.

Title: Sections 1.9020(n), 1.9030(m),
1.9035(0), Community notification
requirement for certain contraband
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interdiction systems; Section 20.18(x),
Contraband Interdiction System (CIS)
requirement; Section 20.23(a), good
faith negotiations.

Form Number: N/A.

Respondents: Businesses or other for
profit entities and state, local or Tribal
Governments.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 26 respondents and 28
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 8—16
hours.

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirement.

Obligation to Respond: There is no
obligation to respond; response required
to obtain benefits. The statutory
authority for this collection is contained
in 47 U.S.C. 151, 152, 154(i), 154(j), 301,
302a, 303, 307, 308, 309, 310, and 332.

Total Annual Burden: 325 hours.

Total Annual Cost: No cost.

Nature and Extent of Confidentiality:
There is no need for confidentiality with
this collection of information.

Privacy Act: No impact(s).

Needs and Uses: On March 24, 2017,
the Federal Communications
Commission released a Report and
Order, Promoting Technological
Solutions to Combat Contraband
Wireless Devices in Correctional
Facilities, GN Docket No. 13—111, FCC
17-25 (Report and Order), in which the
Commission took important steps to
help law enforcement combat the
serious threats posed by the illegal use
of contraband wireless devices by
inmates. Across the country, inmates
have used contraband devices to order
hits, run drug operations, operate phone
scams, and otherwise engage in criminal
activity that endangers prison
employees, other inmates, and innocent
members of the public. In the Report
and Order, the Commission streamlined
the process of deploying contraband
wireless device interdiction systems—
systems that use radio communications
signals requiring Commission
authorization—in correctional facilities.
The action will reduce the cost of
deploying solutions and ensure that
they can be deployed more quickly and
efficiently. In particular, the
Commission waived certain filing
requirements and provided for
immediate approval of the spectrum
lease applications needed to operate
these systems.

The effectiveness of Contraband
Interdiction System (CIS) deployment
requires all carriers in the relevant area
of the correctional facility to execute a
spectrum lease with the CIS provider.
Even if the major Commercial Mobile
Radio Services (CMRS) licensees
negotiate expeditiously and in good

faith, if one CMRS licensee in the area
fails to engage in lease negotiations in

a reasonable time frame or at all, the CIS
solution will not be effective. The lack
of cooperation of even a single wireless
provider in a geographic area of a
correctional facility can result in
deployment of a system with
insufficient spectral coverage, subject to
abuse by inmates in possession of
contraband wireless devices operating
on frequencies not covered by a
spectrum lease agreement. While some
carriers have been cooperative, it is
imperative that all CMRS licensees be
required to engage in lease negotiations
in good faith and in a timely fashion.
Therefore, the Commission adopted a
rule requiring that CMRS licensees
negotiate in good faith with entities
seeking to deploy a CIS in a correctional
facility. If, after a 45 day period, there

is no agreement, CIS providers seeking
Special Temporary Authority (STA) to
operate in the absence of CMRS licensee
consent may file a request for STA with
the Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau (WTB), with a copy served at the
same time on the CMRS licensee,
accompanied by evidence
demonstrating its good faith, and the
unreasonableness of the CMRS
licensee’s actions, in negotiating an
agreement. The CMRS licensee may
then file a response with WTB, with a
copy served on the CIS provider at that
time, within 10 days of the filing of the
STA request.

The supplementary information
provided along with the STA
application by the CIS provider will be
used by WTB to determine whether the
CIS provider has negotiated in good
faith, yet the CMRS licensee has not
negotiated in good faith. The CMRS
licensee may use the evidence
accompanying the STA application to
craft a response. WTB will analyze the
evidence from the CIS providers and the
CMRS licensee’s response to determine
whether to issue STA to the entity
seeking to deploy the CIS.

The Commission explored whether it
should impose a requirement that the
community in the vicinity of a
correctional facility where a CIS is
installed be notified of the installation.
The Commission explained that a goal
of the proceeding is to expedite the
deployment of technological solutions
to combat the use of contraband
wireless devices, not to impose
unnecessary barriers to CIS deployment.
Consistent with that goal, the
Commission found that a flexible and
community-tailored notification
requirement for certain CISs outweighed
the minimal burden of notification and
furthered the public interest. After

careful consideration of the record, the
Commission imposed a rule that, 10
days prior to deploying a CIS that
prevents communications to or from
mobile devices, a lessee must notify the
community in which the correctional
facility is located, and the Commission
amended its spectrum leasing rules to
reflect this requirement. The
Commission agreed with commenters
that support notification of the
surrounding community due to the
potential for accidental call blocking
and the public safety issues involved.
The information provided in the
notification will put the houses and
businesses in the surrounding
community on notice that a CIS will be
deployed in the vicinity that has the
potential for accidental call blocking.
Acknowledging the importance of
ensuring the availability of emergency
911 calls from correctional facilities,
and the fact that delivering emergency
calls to public safety answering points
(PSAPs) facilitates public safety services
and generally serves the public interest,
the Commission amended its rules to
require that CIS providers regulated as
private mobile radio service (PMRS)
must route all 911 calls to the local
PSAP. That said, the Commission also
acknowledged the important role state
and local public safety officials play in
the administration of the 911 system.
Accordingly, although the CIS provider
is required to pass through emergency
911 calls, the PSAPs can inform the CIS
provider that they do not want to
receive calls from a given correctional
facility. By allowing the PSAPs to
decline the emergency 911 calls, the
Commission recognized the reported
increased volume of PSAP harassment
through repeated inmate fraudulent 911
calls. The information provided by the
PSAP or emergency authority will result
in the CIS provider not passing through
E911 calls from a particular correctional
facility.
Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene H. Dortch,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2017-22635 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Parts 36, 42, 54, 63, and 64
[WC Docket No. 15-33; FCC 17-112]
Modernizing Common Carrier Rules

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Final rule.
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SUMMARY: In this document, the Federal
Communications Commission
(Commission) adopted a Report and
Order that eliminates certain rules from
which the Commission has granted
unconditional forbearance for all
carriers, and eliminates references to
telegraph service from certain sections
of the Commission’s rules. The Report
and Order updates our rules to remove
outmoded regulations from the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) that no longer
reflect current requirements or
technology. In so doing, we further our
goals of reducing regulatory burdens,
eliminating unnecessary rule
provisions, and making the agency as
efficient and effective as possible.
DATES: Effective November 20, 2017.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wireline Competition Bureau,
Competition Policy Division, Alex
Johns, at (202) 418-1167, alexis.johns@
fec.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
summary of the Commission’s Report
and Order (R&0) in WC Docket No. 15—
33, adopted September 5, 2017 and
released September 8, 2017. The full
text of this document is available for
public inspection during regular
business hours in the FCC Reference
Information Center, Portals II, 445 12th
Street SW., Room CY-A257,
Washington, DC 20554. It is available on
the Commission’s Web site at http://
transition.fcc.gov/Daily Releases/Daily
Business/2017/db0908/FCC-17-
112A1.pdf.

1. Introduction

1. In the R&0O, we update our rules to
remove outmoded regulations from the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) that
no longer reflect current requirements or
technology. Specifically, we eliminate
certain rules from which the
Commission has granted unconditional
forbearance for all carriers, and we
eliminate references to telegraph service
from certain sections of the
Commission’s rules. In so doing, we
further our goals of reducing regulatory
burdens, eliminating unnecessary rule
provisions, and making the agency as
efficient and effective as possible.

2. The R&O acts on a Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) which
sought comment on the modifications
we adopt here. The NPRM followed (1)
two orders adopted in 2013 that, in
response to a petition filed by
USTelecom, granted forbearance from
126 legacy wireline regulations; and (2)
the Process Reform Report, a
Commission staff report that
recommended eliminating or
streamlining rules that are no longer

necessary due to marketplace or
technology changes. No comments were
filed in response to the NPRM.

II. Discussion

A. Deleting Rules From Which the
Commission Granted Forbearance in the
2013 USTelecom Forbearance Orders

3. In many instances in the 2013
USTelecom Forbearance Orders, the
Commission granted unconditional
forbearance from a requirement, but did
not alter the text of the codified rule or
remove the rule from the CFR. Thus, the
rules appear in the CFR even though the
Commission has stated that it will
forbear from applying such rules.
Absent additional research, a carrier or
consumer might mistakenly believe the
regulations are still in effect. Therefore,
deleting the rules identified below, for
which the Commission has granted
unconditional forbearance, clarifies
carriers’ regulatory obligations and
ensures that the CFR accurately reflects
the Commission’s actions with respect
to those rules.

4. Specifically, we delete the
following CFR provisions from which
the Commission has forborne: (1)
Sections 42.4, 42.5, and 42.7, which
required carriers to preserve certain
records; (2) section 64.1, which
governed traffic damage claims for
carriers engaged in radio-telegraph,
wire-telegraph, or ocean-cable service;
(3) section 64.301, which required
carriers to provide communications
services to foreign governments for
international communications; (4)
section 64.501, which governed
telephone companies’ obligations when
recording telephone conversations; (5)
section 64.804(c)—(g), which governed a
carrier’s recordkeeping and other
obligations when it extended unsecured
credit for communications services to
candidates for federal office; and (6)
section 64.5001(a)—(c)(2), and (c)(4),
which imposed certain reporting and
certification requirements on prepaid
calling card providers.

B. Other Rules and Requirements
Related to Telegraph Service

5. In light of the evolution of
technology over many decades away
from the use of telegraphs, we find that
the references to telegraph service in the
rules discussed below are unnecessary
and should be deleted. We also grant
forbearance from the application of all
exit regulation pursuant to section
214(a) of the Communications Act, as
amended (the Act), to telegraph service.

6. Section 36.126 of the Separations
Rules. Jurisdictional separations is the
process by which incumbent local

exchange carriers (LEGs) apportion
regulated costs between intrastate and
interstate jurisdictions. As part of this
process, section 36.126 identifies
equipment that is considered ““Circuit
equipment—Category 4.” Section 36.126
lists examples of such equipment,
including “‘telegraph system terminals,”
“telegraph repeaters,” certain
equipment used for “telegraph . . .
testing,” and ‘“‘telegraph carrier
terminals.” To the extent that this
equipment is still used, it remains
subject to section 36.126, but we delete
these terms from the examples provided
throughout section 36.126 and we delete
the reference to ‘““telegraph grade private
line services” in section 36.126(e)(3)(iii)
to modernize our rules to better reflect
today’s marketplace.

7. Section 54.706(a)(13) of the
Universal Service Rules. Section
54.706(a) requires providers of interstate
telecommunications services to
contribute to the universal service fund,
and subparagraph (a)(13) lists
“telegraph” as an illustrative example of
interstate telecommunications. No
entities filing FCC Form 499-A in the
past five years indicated that they
provide telegraph service, and we are
not aware of any interstate telegraph
service providers today. Nor did any
entities file comments or objections in
response to this proposal in the NPRM.
As discussed in the NPRM, telegraph
service remains theoretically subject to
universal service contributions, but it no
longer warrants inclusion in the list of
examples in section 54.706(a). We
therefore, as proposed, delete the term
“telegraph” in section 54.706(a) to
update the rule to better reflect today’s
marketplace.

8. Section 214(a) Discontinuance
Requirement and Part 63
Discontinuance, Reduction, Outage and
Impairment Rules. Under section 214(a)
of the Act, common carriers must obtain
Commission approval before they
discontinue, reduce, or impair service to
a community or part of a community. To
the extent that any carriers still provide
telegraph service or may do so in the
future, we conclude that it is not
necessary to subject them to a
requirement to obtain Commission
approval before discontinuing,
reducing, or impairing such service. We
thus grant such providers forbearance
from the application of this statutory
requirement to telegraph service. We
also grant forbearance from the
application of the Commission’s
implementing rules under Part 63 to
telegraph service, and we delete the
references to ““telegraph” from those
rules.
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9. Under section 10 of the Act, 47
U.S.C. 160(a), the Commission is
required to forbear from any statutory
provision or regulation if it determines
that: (1) Enforcement of the regulation is
not necessary to ensure that the
telecommunications carrier’s charges,
practices, classifications, or regulations
are just, reasonable, and not unjustly or
unreasonably discriminatory; (2)
enforcement of the regulation is not
necessary to protect consumers; and (3)
forbearance from applying such
provision or regulation is consistent
with the public interest. In the NPRM,
we stated our intent to exempt telegraph
service from all exit approval
requirements by exercising our
forbearance authority. No commenters
opposed our doing so. In light of market
forces and technological advances, we
conclude that forbearance from the
application of the section 214(a)
discontinuance requirement and the
Commission’s implementing rules to
telegraph service is warranted under the
section 10 criteria. Telegraph service is
obsolete, and we find that no purpose is
served by requiring any remaining (or
future) providers of telegraph service to
file discontinuance applications with
the Commission. Nor is the public
interest served by maintaining outdated
and unnecessary requirements in our
rules or by expending future agency
resources on the processing of any such
applications. To the extent that
common-carrier telegraph service will
ever be offered in the future, allowing
unregulated discontinuance would
promote competitive market conditions.
Accordingly, we forbear from the
application of section 214 exit
regulation to telegraph service. Having
thus forborne, we also take the
opportunity to delete references to
telegraph service from our
discontinuance rules.

II1. Procedural Matters

10. Paperwork Reduction Act. This
document does not contain new or
modified information collection
requirements subject to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, Public Law 104—
13. In addition, therefore, it does not
contain any new or modified
information collection burden for small
business concerns with fewer than 25
employees, pursuant to the Small
Business Paperwork Relief Act of 2002,
Public Law 107-198, see 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(4).

11. Final Regulatory Flexibility
Certification. The Regulatory Flexibility
Act of 1980, as amended (RFA), 5 U.S.C.
601-612, requires that an initial
regulatory flexibility analysis be
prepared for notice and comment

rulemaking proceedings, unless the
agency certifies that ““the rule will not,
if promulgated, have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities.”” See 5 U.S.C.
605(b). The RFA generally defines the
term ‘“‘small entity” as having the same
meaning as the terms “small business,”
“small organization,” and ‘“‘small
governmental jurisdiction.” See 5 U.S.C.
601(6). In addition, the term ‘“‘small
business” has the same meaning as the
term ‘“‘small business concern” under
the Small Business Act. See 5 U.S.C.
601(3). A “small business concern” is
one which: (1) Is independently owned
and operated; (2) is not dominant in its
field of operation; and (3) satisfies any
additional criteria established by the
Small Business Administration (SBA).
See 15 U.S.C. 632.

12. This R&'O eliminates certain rules
from which the Commission granted
unconditional forbearance for all
carriers three years ago, and also
eliminates references to telegraph
service from certain sections of the
Commission’s rules. As noted in this
Report and Order, in the 2013
USTelecom Forbearance Orders, the
Commission granted unconditional
forbearance from certain requirements,
but did not alter the text of the codified
rule or remove the rule from the CFR.
Thus, the rules appear in the CFR even
though the Commission has stated that
it will forbear from applying such rules.
In addition, a number of wireline rule
provisions continue to reference
telegraph service, which appears to have
a limited role, at best, in the
marketplace.

13. The Commission is committed to
removing unnecessary requirements to
reflect new technologies and changing
market conditions. Deleting these rules
and references clarifies carriers’
(including small entities’) regulatory
obligations and ensures that the CFR
accurately reflects the Commission’s
intended approach to those rules.
Therefore, we certify that the
requirements of this Report and Order
will not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities.

14. Congressional Review Act. The
Commission will send a copy of this
R&O, including a copy of the Final
Regulatory Flexibility Certification, in a
report to Congress and the Government
Accountability Office pursuant to the
Congressional Review Act, see 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A). In addition, the R&O and
this final certification will be sent to the
Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the SBA,
and will be published in the Federal
Register, see 5 U.S.C. 605(b).

IV. Ordering Clauses

15. Accordingly, it is ordered,
pursuant to sections 10, 201, 214, 218—
221, 254, 403, and 410 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, 47 U.S.C. 160, 201, 214, 218—
221, 254, 403, 410, and section 401 of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, 52 U.S.C. 30141, that
this Report and Order is adopted.

16. It is further ordered that the
Commission’s Consumer and
Governmental Affairs Bureau, Reference
Information Center, shall send a copy of
this Report and Order, including the
Final Regulatory Flexibility
Certification, to the Chief Counsel for
Advocacy of the Small Business
Administration.

17. It is further ordered that this
Report and Order shall be effective 30
days after publication of the text or a
summary thereof in the Federal
Register.

18. It is further ordered that the
Commission’s rules are hereby
amended, effective November 20, 2017.

19. It is further ordered that, should
no petitions for reconsideration or
petitions for judicial review be timely
filed, WC Docket No. 15-33 shall be
terminated and its docket closed.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Parts 36, 42,
54, 63 and 64

Communications common carriers,
Radio, Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Telecommunications,
Telegraph, and Telephone.

Federal Communications Commission.
Katura Jackson,

Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office of the
Secretary.

Final Rules

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Federal Communications
Commission amends 47 CFR parts 36,
42, 54, 63, and 64 as follows:

PART 36—JURISDICTIONAL
SEPARATIONS PROCEDURES;
STANDARD PROCEDURES FOR
SEPARATING
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROPERTY
COSTS, REVENUES, EXPENSES,
TAXES AND RESERVES FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES

m 1. The authority citation for part 36
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 47 U.S.C. 151, 154(i) and (j),

205, 221(c), 254, 303(r), 403, 410, and 1302
unless otherwise noted.

m 2. Section 36.126 is amended by

revising paragraphs (a)(1) and (2), (a)(8),
the first and second sentence of
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paragraph (b)(4), and paragraphs (d)(1),
(e)(1) and (e)(3)(iii) to read as follows:

§36.126 Circuit equipment—Category 4.

(a) * *x %

(1) Carrier telephone system
terminals.

(2) Telephone repeaters, termination
sets, impedance compensators, pulse
link repeaters, echo suppressors and
other intermediate transmission
amplification and balancing equipment

except that included in switchboards.
* * * * *

(8) Testboards, test desks, repair desks
and patch bays, including those
provided for test and control, and for
transmission testing.

(b) * * *

(4) In addition, for the purpose of
identifying and separating property
associated with special services, circuit
equipment included in Categories 4.12
(other than wideband equipment) 4.13
and 4.23 is identified as either basic
circuit equipment, i.e., equipment that
performs functions necessary to provide
and operate channels suitable for voice
transmission (telephone grade
channels), or special circuit equipment,
i.e., equipment that is peculiar to special
service circuits. Carrier telephone
terminals and carrier telephone
repeaters are examples of basic circuit
equipment in general use, while audio
program transmission amplifiers,
bridges, monitoring devices and volume
indicators are examples of special

circuit equipment in general use.
* * * * *

(d)* * *
(1) Interexchange Circuit Equipment
Furnished to Another Company for
Interstate Use—Category 4.21—This
category comprises that circuit
equipment provided for the use of
another company as an integral part of
its interexchange circuit facilities used
wholly for interstate services. This
category includes such circuit
equipment as telephone carrier
terminals and microwave systems used
wholly for interstate services. The total
cost of the circuit equipment in this
category for the study area is assigned

to the interstate operation.
* * * * *

(e) * % %

(1) Interexchange Circuit Equipment
Furnished to Another Company for
Interstate Use Category—4.21—This
category comprises that circuit
equipment provided for the use of
another company as an integral part of
its interexchange circuit facilities used
wholly for interstate services. This
category includes such circuit
equipment as telephone carrier

I

terminals and microwave systems used
wholly for interstate services. The total
cost of the circuit equipment in this
category for the study area is assigned

to the interstate operation.
* * * * *

(3) * k%

(iii) The cost of special circuit
equipment is segregated among private
line services based on an analysis of the
use of the equipment and in accordance
with § 36.126(b)(4). The special circuit
equipment cost assigned to private line
services is directly assigned to the

appropriate operations.
* * * * *

PART 42—PRESERVATION OF
RECORDS OF COMMUNICATION
COMMON CARRIERS

m 3. The authority citation for part 42
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Sec. 4(i), 48 Stat. 1066, as
amended, 47 U.S.C. 154(i). Interprets or
applies secs. 219 and 220, 48 Stat. 1077-78,
47 U.S.C. 219, 220.

§42.4 [Removed]
m 4. Remove §42.4.
§42.5 [Removed]
m 5. Remove §42.5.
§42.7 [Removed]
m 6. Remove §42.7.

PART 54—UNIVERSAL SERVICE

m 7. The authority citation for part 54
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 151, 154(i), 155, 201,
205, 214, 219, 220, 254, 303(r), 403, and 1302
unless otherwise noted.

§54.706 [Amended]

m 8. Section 54.706 is amended by
removing and reserving paragraph

(a)(13).

PART 63—EXTENSION OF LINES, NEW
LINES, AND DISCONTINUANCE,
REDUCTION, OUTAGE AND
IMPAIRMENT OF SERVICE BY
COMMON CARRIERS; AND GRANTS
OF RECOGNIZED PRIVATE
OPERATING AGENCY STATUS

m 9. The authority citation for part 63
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Sections 1, 4(i), 4(j), 10, 11,
201-205, 214, 218, 403 and 651 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended,
47 U.S.C. 151, 154(i), 154(j), 160, 201205,
214, 218, 403, and 571, unless otherwise
noted.

m 10. Section 63.60 is amended by
revising paragraph (c) to read as follows:

§63.60 Definitions.
* * * * *

(c) Emergency discontinuance,
reduction, or impairment of service
means any discontinuance, reduction,
or impairment of the service of a carrier
occasioned by conditions beyond the
control of such carrier where the
original service is not restored or
comparable service is not established
within a reasonable time. For the
purpose of this part, a reasonable time
shall be deemed to be a period not in
excess of the following: 10 days in the
case of public coast stations; and 60

days in all other cases.
* * * * *

m 11. Section 63.61 is amended by
revising the introductory text to read as
follows:

§63.61 Applicability.

Any carrier subject to the provisions
of section 214 of the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, proposing to
discontinue, reduce or impair interstate
or foreign telephone service to a
community, or a part of a community,
shall request authority therefor by
formal application or informal request
as specified in the pertinent sections of
this part:

* * * * *

m 12. Section 63.62 is amended by
revising the section heading to read as
follows:

§63.62 Type of discontinuance, reduction,
or impairment of telephone service
requiring formal application.

* * * * *

§63.65 [Amended]

m 13. Section 63.65 is amended by
removing and reserving paragraph (a)(4).
m 14. Section 63.500 is amended by
revising paragraph (g) to read as follows:

§63.500 Contents of applications to
dismantle or remove a trunk line.
* * * * *

(g) Name of any other carrier or
carriers providing telephone service to

the community;
* * * * *

m 15. Section 63.501 is amended by
revising paragraph (g) to read as follows:

§63.501 Contents of applications to sever
physical connection or to terminate or
suspend interchange of traffic with another
carrier.
* * * * *

(g) Name of any other carrier or
carriers providing telephone service to

the community;
* * * * *

m 16. Section 63.504 is amended by
revising paragraph (k) to read as follows:
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§63.504 Contents of applications to close
a public toll station where no other such toll
station of the applicant in the community
will continue service and where telephone
toll service is not otherwise available to the
public through a telephone exchange
connected with the toll lines of a carrier.

* * * * *

(k) Description of the service
involved, including a statement of the
number of toll telephone messages sent-
paid and received-collect, and the
revenues from such traffic, in
connection with the service proposed to
be discontinued for each of the past 6
months; and, if the volume of such
traffic handled in the area has decreased
during recent years, the reasons
therefor.

* * * * *

PART 64—MISCELLANEOUS RULES
RELATING TO COMMON CARRIERS

m 17. The authority citation for part 64
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154, 254(k),
403(b)(2)(B), (c), Pub. L. 104104, 110 Stat.
56. Interpret or apply 47 U.S.C. 201, 218, 222,
225, 226, 227, 228, 254(k), 276, 616, 620, and
the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation
Act of 2012, Pub. L. 112—-96, unless otherwise
noted.

Subpart A—[Removed and Reserved]

m 18. Remove and reserve subpart A,
consisting of § 64.1.

Subpart C—[Removed and Reserved]

m 19. Remove and reserve subpart C,
consisting of § 64.301.

Subpart E—[Removed and Reserved]

m 20. Remove and reserve subpart E,
consisting of § 64.501.

§64.804 [Amended]

m 20. Section 64.804 is amended by
removing paragraphs (c) through (g).

m 21. Section 64.5001 is revised to read
as follows:

§64.5001 Reporting and certification
requirements.

On a quarterly basis, every prepaid
calling card provider must submit to the
Commission a certification with respect
to the prior quarter, signed by an officer
of the company under penalty of
perjury, stating that it is making the
required Universal Service Fund
contribution. This provision shall not
apply to any prepaid calling card
provider that has timely filed required
annual and quarterly
Telecommunications Reporting
Worksheets, FCC Forms 499—A and
499-Q), during the preceding two-year
period.

[FR Doc. 2017-22770 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service

26 CFR Part 1
[REG-129067—15]
RIN 1545-BM99

Definition of Political Subdivision

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Withdrawal of notice of
proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This document withdraws a
notice of proposed rulemaking regarding
the definition of a political subdivision
for purposes of tax-exempt bonds.

DATES: As of October 20, 2017, the
notice of proposed rulemaking (REG—
129067-15) that was published in the
Federal Register on February 23, 2016,
(81 FR 8870) is withdrawn.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Spence Hanemann at (202) 317-6980
(not a toll-free number).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

On February 23, 2016, the Department
of the Treasury (the Treasury
Department) and the IRS published in
the Federal Register a notice of
proposed rulemaking (81 FR 8870) that
defines political subdivision for
purposes of tax-exempt bonds under
section 103 of the Internal Revenue
Code (the Proposed Regulations). The
Treasury Department and the IRS
received public comments and, on June
6, 2016, held a public hearing on the
Proposed Regulations. In response to the
Proposed Regulations, commenters
stated that long-settled law establishes
the meaning of political subdivision and
that no further guidance is necessary.
Commenters also stated that the
Proposed Regulations would call into
doubt the status of numerous existing
issuers and users of tax-exempt bonds
and that reorganizing these entities to
qualify as political subdivisions under

the Proposed Regulations would be
burdensome.

Executive Order 13789, issued on
April 21, 2017, instructs the Secretary of
the Treasury (the Secretary) to review
all significant tax regulations issued on
or after January 1, 2016, and to take
concrete action to alleviate the burdens
of regulations that (i) impose an undue
financial burden on U.S. taxpayers; (ii)
add undue complexity to the Federal tax
laws; or (iii) exceed the statutory
authority of the IRS. E.O. 13789 further
instructs the Secretary to submit to the
President within 60 days an interim
report that identifies regulations that
meet these criteria. Notice 2017-38
(2017-30 I.R.B. 147 (July 24, 2017))
included the Proposed Regulations in a
list of eight regulations identified by the
Secretary in the interim report as
meeting at least one of the first two
criteria specified in E.O. 13789.

E.O. 13789 further instructs the
Secretary to submit to the President by
September 18, 2017, a final report that
recommends specific actions to mitigate
the burden imposed by regulations
identified in the interim report. On
October 16, 2017, the Secretary
published this final report in the
Federal Register (82 FR 48013),
recommending a complete withdrawal
of the Proposed Regulations to mitigate
their potential burden. To implement
the Secretary’s recommendation, the
Treasury Department and the IRS are
withdrawing the Proposed Regulations.

Drafting Information

The principal authors of this
withdrawal notice are Spence
Hanemann and Timothy Jones, Office of
the Associate Chief Counsel (Financial
Institutions and Products), IRS.

List of Subjects in 26 CFR Part 1

Income taxes, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Withdrawal of Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking

Accordingly, under the authority of
26 U.S.C. 7805, the notice of proposed
rulemaking (REG-129067-15) that was
published in the Federal Register on

February 23, 2016, (81 FR 8870) is
withdrawn.

Kirsten Wielobob,

Deputy Commissioner for Services and
Enforcement.

[FR Doc. 201722777 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service

26 CFR Part 25
[REG-163113-02]
RIN 1545-BB71

Estate, Gift, and Generation-Skipping
Transfer Taxes; Restrictions on
Liquidation of an Interest

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Withdrawal of notice of
proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This document withdraws
proposed regulations concerning the
estate, gift and generation-skipping
transfer (GST) tax treatment of lapses of
liquidation rights in family-controlled
entities, as well as the valuation of
interests in family-controlled
corporations and partnerships for estate,
gift, and GST tax purposes. Specifically,
the proposed regulations would have
treated certain lapses of liquidation
rights as transfers occurring at death.
The proposed regulations also
addressed the treatment of restrictions
on liquidation and withdrawal in
determining the value of transferred
interests in family-controlled entities.
This withdrawal affects certain
transferors of interests in corporations
and partnerships.

DATES: The notice of proposed
rulemaking published August 4, 2016
(81 FR 51413) is withdrawn as of
October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
D. MacEachen, (202) 317-6859 (not a
toll-free number).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section 2704 of the Internal Revenue
Code provides special rules for purposes
of subtitle B (relating to estate, gift, and
GST taxes). Under section 2704(a), a
lapse of certain voting or liquidation
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rights is treated as a transfer of an
amount equal to the excess of the fair
market value of all interests held by the
transferor, determined as if the voting or
liquidation rights were nonlapsing, over
the fair market value of such interests
after the lapse. In addition, under
section 2704(b) certain restrictions on
liquidation are disregarded in
determining the fair market value of the
transferred interest. Section 2704(b)(4)
authorizes the Secretary to provide by
regulation that other restrictions may be
disregarded if the restriction has the
effect of reducing the value of an
interest transferred to a member of the
transferor’s family for estate, gift, or GST
tax purposes but does not ultimately
reduce the value of such interest to the
transferee.

On August 4, 2016, the Treasury
Department and the IRS published in
the Federal Register (81 FR 51413) a
notice of proposed rulemaking under
section 2704 (REG-163113-02), relating
to restrictions on the liquidation of an
interest in a corporation or a
partnership. The proposed regulations
sought to amend the existing
regulations: (1) To address what
constitutes control of a limited liability
company or other entity or arrangement
that is not a corporation, partnership, or
limited partnership; (2) to address the
effect of deathbed transfers that result in
the lapse of a liquidation right; (3) to
clarify the treatment of a transfer that
results in the creation of an assignee
interest; (4) to address the effect of
restrictions created by state law; (5) to
address restrictions on withdrawal from
an entity and the liquidation of an
interest in an entity; and (6) to address
the effect of insubstantial interests held
by persons who are not members of the
family.

The Treasury Department and the IRS
received numerous written comments
on the proposed regulations from
interested parties, and held a public
hearing on December 1, 2016.

Executive Order 13789, issued on
April 21, 2017, instructs the Secretary of
the Treasury (the Secretary) to review
all significant tax regulations issued on
or after January 1, 2016, and to take
concrete action to alleviate the burdens
of regulations that (i) impose an undue
financial burden on U.S. taxpayers; (ii)
add undue complexity to the Federal tax
laws; or (iii) exceed the statutory
authority of the IRS. E.O. 13789 further
instructs the Secretary to submit to the
President within 60 days an interim
report that identifies regulations that
meet these criteria. Notice 2017-38
(2017-30 LR.B. 147 (July 24, 2017))
included the proposed regulations in a
list of eight regulations identified by the

Secretary in the interim report as
meeting at least one of the first two
criteria specified in E.O. 13789.

E.O. 13789 further instructs the
Secretary to submit to the President by
September 18, 2017, a final report that
recommends specific actions to mitigate
the burden imposed by regulations
identified in the interim report. The
Secretary published this final report in
the Federal Register (82 FR 48013),
recommending a complete withdrawal
of the proposed regulations to mitigate
their potential burden. To implement
the Secretary’s recommendation, the
Treasury Department and the IRS, are
withdrawing the proposed regulations.

List of Subjects in 26 CFR Part 25

Gift taxes, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Withdrawal of Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking

Accordingly, under the authority of
26 U.S.C. 7805, the notice of proposed
rulemaking (REG-163113-02) that was
published in the Federal Register on
August 4, 2016 (81 FR 51413) is
withdrawn.

Kirsten Wielobob,

Deputy Commissioner for Services and
Enforcement.

[FR Doc. 2017-22776 Filed 10-17-17; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52
[EPA-R05-OAR-2017-0157; FRL-9969-86-
Region 5]

Air Plan Approval; Wisconsin;
Regional Haze Progress Report

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is proposing to approve
the regional haze progress report under
the Clean Air Act as a revision to the
Wisconsin State Implementation Plan
(SIP). Wisconsin has satisfied the
progress report requirements of the
Regional Haze Rule. Wisconsin has also
met the requirements for a
determination of the adequacy of its
regional haze plan with its negative
declaration submitted with the progress
report.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before November 20, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-R05—

OAR-2017-0157 at http://
www.regulations.gov or via email to
aburano.douglas@epa.gov. For
comments submitted at Regulations.gov,
follow the online instructions for
submitting comments. Once submitted,
comments cannot be edited or removed
from Regulations.gov. For either manner
of submission, EPA may publish any
comment received to its public docket.
Do not submit electronically any
information you consider to be
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute. Multimedia
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be
accompanied by a written comment.
The written comment is considered the
official comment and should include
discussion of all points you wish to
make. EPA will generally not consider
comments or comment contents located
outside of the primary submission (i.e.
on the web, cloud, or other file sharing
system). For additional submission
methods, please contact the person
identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section.

For the full EPA public comment
policy, information about CBI or
multimedia submissions, and general
guidance on making effective
comments, please visit http://
www2.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-
epa-dockets.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gilberto Alvarez, Environmental
Scientist, Attainment Planning and
Maintenance Section, Air Programs
Branch (AR-18]), Environmental
Protection Agency, Region 5, 77 West
Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Illinois
60604, (312) 886—-6143,
alvarez.gilberto@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In the
Final Rules section of this Federal
Register, EPA is approving the State’s
SIP submittal as a direct final rule
without prior proposal because the
Agency views this as a noncontroversial
submittal and anticipates no adverse
comments. A detailed rationale for the
approval is set forth in the direct final
rule. If no adverse comments are
received in response to this rule, no
further activity is contemplated. If EPA
receives adverse comments, the direct
final rule will be withdrawn and all
public comments received will be
addressed in a subsequent final rule
based on this proposed rule. EPA will
not institute a second comment period.
Any parties interested in commenting
on this action should do so at this time.
Please note that if EPA receives adverse
comment on an amendment, paragraph,
or section of this rule and if that
provision may be severed from the
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remainder of the rule, EPA may adopt
as final those provisions of the rule that
are not the subject of an adverse
comment. For additional information,
see the direct final rule which is located
in the Rules section of this Federal
Register.

Dated: October 10, 2017.
Robert A. Kaplan,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 5.
[FR Doc. 201722706 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648
[Docket No. 170710645-7645-01]
RIN 0648-BH03

Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Northeast Skate Complex;
Framework Adjustment 4

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: We propose regulations
submitted by the New England Fishery
Management Council in Framework
Adjustment 4 to the Northeast Skate
Complex Fishery Management Plan. We
are proposing to de-couple the skate
wing and bait inseason trip limit
adjustments to better control the catch
of bait skate and to provide a more
consistent supply of skate bait to the
lobster fishery. This action also clarifies
that in-season possession limits may be
removed when necessary to help harvest
the fisheries total allowable landings.
This action is needed to allow the
fishery to more effectively harvest its
optimum yield.

DATES: Public comments must be
received by November 6, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this document, identified by NOAA—
NMFS-2017-0099, by either of the
following methods:

¢ Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to
www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=
NOAA-NMFS-2017-0099, click the
“Comment Now!” icon, complete the
required fields, and enter or attach your
comments.

e Mail: Submit written comments to
John K. Bullard, Regional

Administrator, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 55 Great Republic
Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930-2276.
Mark the outside of the envelope:
“Comments on Skate Framework 4.”

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter “N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous). Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF
file formats only.

New England Fishery Management
Council staff prepared an environmental
assessment (EA) for Northeast Skate
Complex Framework Adjustment 4 that
describes the proposed action and other
considered alternatives. The EA
provides a thorough analysis of the
biological, economic, and social impacts
of the proposed measures and other
considered alternatives, a preliminary
Regulatory Impact Review, and
economic analysis. Copies of the
Framework 4 EA are available on
request from Thomas A. Nies, Executive
Director, New England Fishery
Management Council, 50 Water Street,
Newburyport, MA 01950. This
document is also available from the
following internet addresses: http://
www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/
or http://www.nefmc.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William Whitmore, Fishery Policy
Analyst, (978) 281-9182.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Northeast Skate Complex Fishery
Management Plan (FMP), developed by
the New England Fishery Management
Council and implemented in 2003,
manages a complex of seven skate
species (barndoor, clearnose, little,
rosette, smooth, thorny, and winter
skate) off the New England and Mid-
Atlantic coasts. Skates are harvested and
managed in two different fisheries: one
for food (the wing fishery) and one for
lobster bait (the bait fishery). Fishery
specific allocations, called total
allowable landings (TALs), are set
through biennial specifications.
Additional information on the skate

fisheries can be found online at https://
www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/
sustainable/species/skate/index.html.

While the wing and bait fisheries have
several differing management measures,
such as possession limits, the
management measures for the two
fisheries are closely related. Generally,
the bait fishery operates under an
exemption from the wing fishery
possession limits. The bait fishery is
managed under a 3-season fishing year:
Season 1 is May 1 through August 31;
Season 2 is September 1 through
October 31; and, Season 3 is November
1 through April 30. When the bait
fishery reaches a TAL threshold trigger
of 90 percent of a season’s TAL, an in-
season accountability measure for the
bait fishery removes the exemption to
the wing-fishery possession limit. When
this happens, the exemption is removed
and the bait fishery possession limit
reverts to the substantially lower wing
possession limit. Additional
information on previous and current
skate management measures can be
reviewed through the Council’s Web site
at http://www.nefmc.org/management-
plans/skates.

The linked accountability measures
for these fisheries recently became
problematic, during fishing year 2016
(Figure 1). Framework Adjustment 3
included a 23-percent reduction in the
TAL for fishing years 2016—-2017.
Because of the reduced allocation, the
skate bait TAL threshold trigger was
reached twice, requiring us to
implement incidental possession limits
in Season 2 (81 FR 71641; October 18,
2016) and Season 3 (82 FR 8364;
January 25, 2017). The first time, the
bait fishery possession limit was
reduced from 25,000 lb (11,340 kg) per
trip to the standard skate wing
possession limit (9,307 1b or 4,222 kg).
The second time, however, the bait
possession limit was reduced
simultaneously with the wing
possession limit because the wing
fishery had reached its TAL threshold
trigger of 85 percent. This adjustment, to
an incidental possession limit of 1,135
Ib (515 kg) per trip, effectively closed
the skate bait fishery. This closure had
substantial negative impacts on the
lobster fishery due to the lack of
available bait.

In response to the closure, the Council
developed Framework 4 to reduce the
likelihood of a lengthy in-season closure
while ensuring bait landings do not
exceed the TAL.

Proposed Measures

This action proposes several measures
designed to de-couple the skate wing
and bait in-season possession limit
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accountability measures, control catch,
and potentially provide a more
consistent bait supply to the lobster
fishery. Generally, these changes are
intended to slow fishing effort and catch
to prevent or reduce the need for a
lengthy fishery closure while still
allowing the fishery to catch its TAL.
Figure 2 shows how in-season
accountability measures would be
implemented if Framework 4 were
approved. We are proposing the
following measures, as recommended by
the Council.

1. Reduce the Season 3 Bait Skate
Possession Limit

This measure would reduce the
Season 3 (November through April)
possession limit from 25,000 1b (11,340
kg) to 12,000 1b (5,443 kg). Because
Season 3 is the longest season in the bait
fishery (6 months), reducing the trip
limit should slow the catch rate and
lessen the chance of closing the fishery.

2. Reduce the Season 3 Bait Skate TAL
Threshold Trigger

This measure would change the
Season 3 TAL threshold trigger at which
the incidental possession limit would
become effective. Similar to the
proposed trip limit reduction, dropping
the TAL threshold trigger from 90 to 80

percent means that the incidental
possession limit would be enacted
sooner, which would slow catch rates
and diminish the likelihood of closing
the fishery.

3. Establish a Separate Bait Skate
Incidental Possession Limit

As previously explained (and detailed
in Figure 1), the current regulations link
the bait skate incidental possession
limit to the skate wing fishery
possession limit. Currently, the bait
skate incidental possession limit is
equivalent to the skate wing possession
limit. This action proposes to de-couple
the in-season accountability measures
for the two fisheries and establish an
8,000-1b (3,629-kg) incidental
possession limit whenever the skate bait
fishery is projected to reach a seasonal
threshold trigger.

Once implemented, an incidental
possession limit could be removed and
the standard trip limit reinstated if catch
projections indicate the TAL will not be
harvested and removing the limits are
not expected to result in exceeding the
TAL.

4. Implement a Bait Skate Fishery
Closure When the TAL Is Harvested

This measure would close the bait
fishery when 100 percent of the bait

TAL is projected to be harvested.
Currently, there is no measure to close
the fishery; the incidental possession
limits for the bait fishery are linked to
the wing fishery. Adding this measure
would better ensure that the skate bait
fishery does not exceed its TAL.

5. Removal of Incidental Possession
Limit if Necessary To Achieve TAL

This action would also clarify, under
the authority of section 305(d) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
regulations pertaining to in-season
possession limit reductions (incidental
possession limits) in the skate fishery. If
NMFS determines that an in-season
possession limit reduction could
prohibit the skate bait fishery from
achieving its annual TAL, NMFS may
remove the in-season reduction and
reinstate the standard seasonal
possession limit. A similar action was
taken during fishing year 2016 (82 FR
13564, March 14, 2017) and language is
proposed at 50 CFR 648.322(f) to better
clarify the regulations to be consistent
with the intent of the Council.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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Figure 1. Flow Chart Depicting Skate Bait and Skate Wing Season 2 and 3 In-Seasor
Closures During Fishing Year 2016.

Season 2
90 percent
Skate Bait TAL
(October 18, 2016)

85 percent
Skate Wing TAL

Season 3
Simultaneous Trigger
(January 30, 2017)

Figure 2. Flow Chart Depicting Changes Proposed in Framework Adjustment 4 for Skat¢
Bait Season 3.
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BILLING CODE 3510-22-C
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Classification

Pursuant to section 304(b)(1)(A) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, the NMFS
Assistant Administrator has made a
preliminary determination that this
proposed rule is consistent with the
FMP, Framework 4, provisions of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and other
applicable law, subject to further
consideration after public comment.

This proposed rule has been
determined to be not significant for
purposes of Executive Order 12866.

This proposed rule does not contain
policies with federalism or ‘“‘takings”
implications as those terms are defined
in E.O. 13132 and E.O. 12630,
respectively.

An Initial Regulatory Flexibility
Analysis (IRFA) was prepared for this
proposed rule, as required by section
603 of the Regulatory Flexibility Act
(RFA), 5 U.S.C. 603. The IRFA describes
the economic impact that this proposed
rule would have on small entities,
including small businesses, and also
determines ways to minimize these
impacts. The IRFA includes this section
of the preamble to this rule and analyses
contained in Framework 4 and its
accompanying EA/RIR/IRFA. A copy of
the full analysis is available from the
Council (see ADDRESSES). A summary of
the IRFA follows.

Description of the Reasons Why Action
by the Agency Is Being Considered and
Statement of the Objectives of, and
Legal Basis for, This Proposed Rule

A description of the action, why it is
being considered, and the legal basis for
this action are contained in the
preamble of this proposed rule.

Description and Estimate of the Number
of Small Entities to Which This
Proposed Rule Would Apply

The proposed modifications to skate
bait fishery effort controls would impact
vessels that hold Federal open access
commercial skate permits that
participate in the skate fishery or
affiliated groups that hold multiple
open access commercial skate permits
that participate in the skate fishery.
Within the skate bait fishery, the
majority of affiliate groups consist of a
single permit-holder, or 71 vessels in
fishing year 2015. Four vessels belong to
affiliated groups that hold two or more
permits.

For RFA purposes only, NMFS has
established a small business size
standard for businesses, including their
affiliates, whose primary industry is
commercial fishing (see 50 CFR 200.2).
A business primarily engaged in
commercial fishing (NAICS code 11411)

is classified as a small business if it is
independently owned and operated, is
not dominant in its field of operation
(including its affiliates), and has
combined annual receipts not in excess
of $11 million for all its affiliated
operations worldwide. The Council’s
analysis indicates the maximum number
of small fishing entities that may be
affected by this action is 69 (71 vessels),
based on 2015 data. During fishing year
2015, only 69 affiliated groups landed
any amount of skate for bait. At the
permit level, every skate landing permit
is defined as a small business according
to size standards (the top five vessels
have total revenues between 600
thousand and 1.9 million dollars in
2015).

Description of the Projected Reporting,
Recordkeeping, and Other Compliance
Requirements of This Proposed Rule

This action does not introduce any
new reporting, recordkeeping, or other
compliance requirements.

Federal Rules Which May Duplicate,
Overlap, or Conflict With This Proposed
Rule

The proposed regulations do not
create overlapping regulations with any
state regulations or other federal laws.

Description of Significant Alternatives
to the Proposed Action Which
Accomplish the Stated Objectives of
Applicable Statutes and Which
Minimize Any Significant Economic
Impact on Small Entities

The Council considered revising the
skate bait threshold trigger, reduced
possession limit, and closure
independently, but elected to include
all of the measures into a single action.
The Council was concerned that
independently, the measures would not
restrict catch enough and leave the
fishery at risk of a substantial closure
with accompanying economic impacts.
Incorporating all of the measures
proposed accomplishes the goals and
objectives of the FMP and minimizes
the economic impact on small entities.
Retaining the status quo management
measures would not slow catch and
would result in the fishery having a
higher likelihood of closing for an
extended period, resulting in greater
profit losses to industry.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 648

Fisheries, Fishing, Recordkeeping and
reporting requirements.

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Samuel D. Rauch, III,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 648 is proposed
to be amended as follows:

PART 648—FISHERIES OF THE
NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

m 1. The authority citation for part 648
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

m 2. In § 648.322, revise paragraphs (c)
through (e) and add paragraphs (f) and
(g) to read as follows:

§648.322 Skate allocation, possession,
and landing provisions.

* * * * *

(c) Bait Letter of Authorization (LOA).
A skate vessel owner or operator under
this part may request and receive from
the Regional Administrator an
exemption from the skate wing
possession limit restrictions for a
minimum of 7 consecutive days,
provided that when the vessel is fishing
pursuant to the terms of authorization at
least the following requirements and
conditions are met:

(1) The vessel owner or operator
obtains and retains onboard the vessel a
valid LOA. LOAs are available upon
request from the Regional
Administrator.

(2) The vessel owner or operator
fishes for, possesses, or lands skates
only for use as bait.

(3) The vessel owner or operator
possesses or lands no more than 25,000
Ib (11,340 kg) of whole skates per trip
during Seasons 1 or 2 and no more than
12,000 1b (5,443 kg) of whole skates per
trip during Season 3.

(4) The vessel owner or operator
possesses or lands only whole skates
less than 23 inches (58.42 cm) total
length, and does not possess or land any
skate wings or whole skates greater than
23 inches (58.42 cm) total length.

(5) Vessels that choose to possess or
land skate wings during the
participation period of this letter of
authorization must comply with
possession limit restrictions under
paragraph (b) of this section for all
skates or skate parts on board. Vessels
possessing skate wings in compliance
with the possession limit restrictions
under paragraph (b) may fish for,
possess, or land skates for uses other
than bait.

(6) The vessel owner or operator
complies with the transfer at sea
requirements at § 648.13(h).
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(d) In-season adjustment of skate bait
possession limits. When the Regional
Administrator projects that 90 percent
of the skate bait fishery seasonal quota
has been landed in Seasons 1 or 2, or
80 percent of the annual skate bait
fishery TAL has been landed, the
Regional Administrator shall, through a
notice in the Federal Register consistent
with the Administrative Procedure Act,
reduce the skate bait trip limit to 8,000
1b (3,629 kg) of whole skates for the
remainder of the quota period, unless
such a reduction would be expected to
prevent attainment of the seasonal quota
or annual TAL.

(e) In-season closure of skate bait
fishery. When the Regional
Administrator projects that 100 percent

of the skate bait fishery TAL will be
landed, the Regional Administrator
shall, through a notice in the Federal
Register consistent with the
Administrative Procedure Act, close the
skate bait fishery, unless such a closure
would be expected to prevent
attainment of the annual TAL. During a
skate bait fishery closure all skate bait
LOAs as described in paragraph (c) of
this section are void. All skates
harvested and landed during a skate bait
fishery closure will be attributed
towards the skate-wing TAL as
described in this section.

(f) Removal of in-season possession
limit reductions. If it is determined that
an in-season trip limit reduction as
described in paragraphs (d) and (e) of

this section could prohibit the skate bait
fishery from achieving its annual TAL,
the in-season reduction may be
removed.

(g) Prohibitions on possession of
skates. A vessel fishing in the EEZ
portion of the Skate Management Unit
may not:

(1) Retain, possess, or land barndoor
or thorny skates taken in or from the
EEZ portion of the Skate Management
Unit.

(2) Retain, possess, or land smooth
skates taken in or from the GOM RMA
described at § 648.80(a)(1)(i).

[FR Doc. 2017-22719 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

October 17, 2017.

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding (1) whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (3) ways to enhance
the quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by November 20,
2017 will be considered. Written
comments should be addressed to: Desk
Officer for Agriculture, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov
or fax (202) 395-5806 and to
Departmental Clearance Office, USDA,
OCIO, Mail Stop 7602, Washington, DC
20250-7602. Copies of the
submission(s) may be obtained by
calling (202) 720-8958.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to

the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Food and Nutrition Service

Title: Special Nutrition Programs
Quick Response Surveys.

OMB Control Number: 0584-0613.

Summary of Collection: FNS is
submitting a revision to this generic
clearance to include more detailed
information concerning the sample
frame data collection. This generic
clearance, which allows the Food and
Nutrition Service (FNS) to quickly
collect and analyze specific information
from State and local administrators of
the Special Nutrition Programs (SNP),
includes two data collections: (1) An
annual sample frame data collection and
(2) quick response surveys. FNS
conducts lengthy, large, and complex
studies on broad topics about the SNPs,
which often take several years to
complete. The Quick Response Surveys
provides a mechanism for succinct,
quick-turnaround studies to
complement the larger SNP studies.
Collecting sample frame data on an
annual basis provides FNS the
flexibility to conduct these shorter,
quick-turnaround studies. This generic
clearance enables FNS to administer the
SNPs more effectively by providing a
mechanism for rapidly collecting
current information on specific time-
sensitive features or issues.

Need and Use of the Information: FNS
will use the data collected for the
sample frames to identify the universe
of entities that can be sampled for the
quick-response surveys. These surveys
will collect information from key
administrators of the SNPs at the State,
local, and site level in response to
various program and research questions
resulting from the larger and more
complex SNP studies. The data
collected from these quick turnaround
studies will be used to answer policy
and implementation questions posed by
the larger studies and will enable FNS
to monitor program funding, comply
with statutes and regulations, and adopt
program changes.

Description of Respondents: Not-for
profit institutions and State, Local, or
Tribal Government.

Number of Respondents: 107,740 over
the three-year approval.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
On Occasion; Annually.

Total Burden Hours: 34,523 over the
three-year approval.

Ruth Brown,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22767 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

October 17, 2017.

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding (1) whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (3) ways to enhance
the quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by November 20,
2017 will be considered. Written
comments should be addressed to: Desk
Officer for Agriculture, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), OIRA_Submission@omb.eop.gov
or fax (202) 395-5806 and to
Departmental Clearance Office, USDA,
OCIO, Mail Stop 7602, Washington, DC
20250-7602. Copies of the
submission(s) may be obtained by
calling (202) 720-8958.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
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displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Food and Nutrition Service

Title: Evaluation of Alternatives to
Improve Elderly Access to
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) Study.

OMB Control Number: 0584—-NEW.

Summary of Collection: The Food and
Nutrition Service (FNS), under
authorization of SEC. 17. [7 U.S.C. 2026]
of the FOOD AND NUTRITION ACT OF
2008, as amended, intends to conduct
the Evaluation of Alternatives to
Improve Elderly Access. FNS is
interested in exploring whether policy
options designed to improve access to
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) for the elderly are
effective. The objective of the study is
to better understand how to maximize
elder (60+) access to SNAP.

Need and Use of the Information:
This study will provide FNS with a
better understanding of the barriers to
serving elderly populations in SNAP
and the extent to which available policy
options improve program access,
whether certain program models or
combinations are more effective than
others, and what tradeoffs exist between
program simplification/access goals and
ensuring benefit adequacy.

Description of Respondents:
Individuals/Households (681); Business-
not-for-profit (90) and State, Local &
Tribal agencies (253).

Number of Respondents: 1,024.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Once.

Total Burden Hours: 1,380.

Ruth Brown,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22793 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. APHIS-2008-0119]
Implementation of Revised Lacey Act
Provisions

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food, Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 amended the Lacey
Act to provide, among other things, that
importers submit a declaration at the
time of importation for certain plants
and plant products. The declaration
requirements of the Lacey Act became

effective on December 15, 2008, and
enforcement of those requirements is
being phased in. In 2009, we initiated a
blanket declaration pilot program for
participants in U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s expedited border release
programs. In this notice, we are
announcing the end of the blanket
declaration pilot program and providing
guidance on how participants in the
program may continue to file
declarations as required by the Lacey
Act.

DATES: The blanket declaration pilot
program will end on April 18, 2018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Richard Schading, Regulatory Policy
Specialist, Permitting and Compliance
Coordination, Compliance and
Environmental Coordination Branch,
PPQ, APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 60,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231; (301) 851—
2045.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The Lacey Act (16 U.S.C. 3371 et
seq.), first enacted in 1900 and
significantly amended in 1981, is the
United States’ oldest wildlife protection
statute. The Act combats trafficking in
illegally taken wildlife, fish, and plants.
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act
of 2008, effective May 22, 2008,
amended the Lacey Act by expanding its
protections to a broader range of plants
and plant products (Section 8204,
Prevention of Illegal Logging Practices).
As amended, the Lacey Act now makes
it unlawful to, among other things,
import, export, transport, sell, receive,
acquire, or purchase in interstate or
foreign commerce any plant, with some
limited exceptions, taken, possessed,
transported, or sold in violation of any
Federal, State, tribal, or foreign law that
protects plants or that regulates the theft
of plants; the taking of plants from a
park, forest reserve, or other officially
protected area; the taking of plants from
an officially designated area; or the
taking of plants without, or contrary to,
required authorization.

In addition, Section 3 of the Lacey
Act, as amended, makes it unlawful,
beginning December 15, 2008, to import
plants and plant products without an
import declaration. The declaration
must contain, among other things, the
scientific name of the plant, value of the
importation, quantity of the plant, and
the name of the country in which the
plant was harvested. Currently,
enforcement of the declaration
requirement is being phased in, as

described in five notices published in
the Federal Register.?

Commenters on these notices asked
that we consider establishing a program
through which importers could submit
periodic blanket declarations instead of
submitting declarations with each
shipment. The commenters noted that
such declarations would reduce the
paperwork burden on affected entities,
reduce costs, and could, in addition,
improve the quality and usefulness of
the information collected. Some
commenters provided detailed
descriptions of possible blanket
declaration programs.

In response to these comments, the
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) began a pilot blanket
declaration program on May 1, 2009 for
participants in U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s (CBP’s) expedited border
release programs, Automated Line
Release (ALR) or Border Release
Advance Screening and Selectivity
(BRASS) in CBP’s Automated
Commercial System (ACS). This pilot
program tested the feasibility of
collecting the required information
through the use of a monthly “blanket”
declaration, with subsequent
reconciliation reports. Blanket
declarations could be used to declare
routine and/or repeat shipments. The
pilot program for the Lacey Act blanket
declaration was open only to those
entities participating in ALR or BRASS.
Eligible importers who wished to
participate in the pilot were required to
send a letter to APHIS specifically
requesting participation in the program.
Eighty-two individual companies
registered a total of 119 participants
with the pilot program. We note that by
January 2017, only eight companies
were still participating in the program.

Executive Order 13659 required CBP
to create a “‘single window” for trade to
file entries through its Automated
Commercial Environment (ACE). As a
result, the ACS was discontinued and
entries are no longer filed in that
system.

Due to the development of the ACE
system, and a diminishing number of
participants, APHIS has decided to end
the pilot program on April 18, 2018.
CBP’s BRASS program will continue to
operate as it did prior to the creation of
the pilot program, and participants in
the blanket declaration pilot program
will not lose their line release status in
the expedited border release programs.
When the program ends, importers
whose products are subject to the Lacey

1To view these notices and the comments we
received, go to http://www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=APHIS-2008-0119.


http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=APHIS-2008-0119
http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=APHIS-2008-0119

48788

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017/ Notices

Act declaration requirement and clear
under the BRASS program are advised
to file the required declaration
information along with their CBP entry
summary documentation.

Additional Information

APHIS will continue to provide the
latest information regarding the Lacey
Act on our Web site, http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/
lacey act/. The Web site currently
contains the full text of the Lacey Act,
as amended; a slideshow covering
background and context, requirements,
commodities and products covered,
information on prohibitions, the current
status of implementation of the
declaration requirement of the Lacey
Act, and frequently asked questions.
The Web site will be updated as new
materials become available. We
encourage persons interested in
receiving timely updates on APHIS’
Lacey Act efforts to register for our
stakeholder registry at https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USDAAPHIS/subscriber/new/ and select
“Lacey Act Declaration” as a topic of
interest.

Done in Washington, DG, this 16th day of
October 2017.

Michael C. Gregoire,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-22800 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Commodity Credit Corporation

Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA);

Dairy Assistance Program for Puerto
Rico (DAP-PR) in Response to 2017

Hurricanes

AGENCY: Commodity Credit Corporation
and Farm Service Agency, USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This NOFA is in response to
the devastation to dairy operations left
by 2017 hurricanes in Puerto Rico. This
NOFA announces the availability of an
estimated $12 million to provide
assistance to dairy operations in Puerto
Rico for buying feed from feed dealers
in Puerto Rico. Each dairy operation in
Puerto Rico can apply to the Farm
Service Agency (FSA) to receive a
voucher to purchase a one-month
supply of feed for 100 percent of the
feed cost, as calculated by FSA. At the
discretion of the Secretary of
Agriculture, additional assistance may
be provided for additional days of feed
or for purchasing fuel if funds remain

available, taking into consideration,
among other things, the value of the
feed vouchers. DAP-PR assistance will
be provided to help the dairy industry
in Puerto Rico with the production and
marketing of dairy.

DATES: Application period: October 20,
2017 through December 1, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lisa
Berry, (202) 720-7641.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Certain 2017 hurricanes caused
widespread destruction in Puerto Rico,
including to dairy operations. Dairy
operations in Puerto Rico suffered
intense damage in late September, 2017.
Puerto Rico and its residents continue to
suffer severe hardships related to the
availability of electricity, fuel, and
water, among other things. As a result
of the 2017 hurricanes, dairy operations
in Puerto Rico face the possibility of
financial and other, actual losses to their
dairy operation due to amount of and
availability of feed for their animals and
lack of electricity to run their dairy
operations until recovery operations are
able to stabilize conditions on Puerto
Rico. There are an estimated 94,000
dairy cows, heifers, and other livestock,
such as bulls necessary for a dairy
operation as part of Puerto Rico’s 277
dairy operations. Dairy feed and fuel are
both available on Puerto Rico; however,
there are various challenges to dairy
operations, including actual feed
surcharges and the potential for
additional surcharges, increasing the
cost of feed to the dairy operations, and
the recent preference of vendors
subsequent to the hurricanes to be paid
only in cash or certified check instead
of their usual policy, prior to the
hurricanes, to allow dairy operations to
pay for feed with credit.

The Commodity Credit Corporation
Charter (CCC) Act (15 U.S.C. 714c(b))
includes authority for CCC to use its
general powers to make available
materials and facilities required in
connection with the production and
marketing of agricultural commodities
(other than tobacco). The procurement
of feed and fuel for the dairy sector in
Puerto Rico is required in connection
with the production and marketing of
dairy in Puerto Rico.

DAP-PR is being implemented as a
NOFA, as opposed to a regulation,
because it is one-time assistance to help
Puerto Rico dairy operations purchase
feed in connection with the production
and marketing of dairy. FSA has
designed DAP-PR as a simplified,
stream-lined method to provide
assistance as quickly as possible to dairy

operations in Puerto Rico given the
extent of the disaster and the resulting
need for feed assistance.

FSA will administer DAP-PR on
behalf of the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC), using CCC funds.

DAP-PR Description

DAP-PR is anticipated to provide an
estimated $12 million to provide
vouchers to dairy operations in Puerto
Rico for acquiring feed from feed dealers
in Puerto Rico. Each licensed dairy
operation can apply to receive a voucher
to acquire one-month supply of feed for
100 percent of the feed cost, as
calculated by FSA. The value of the
voucher does not guarantee a given
quantity of feed. The feed may last less
or more than 30 days, depending upon
the feeding requirements of each dairy
operation and how much feed is
acquired.

FSA will prepare one voucher for the
value of the required feed needs for each
eligible dairy operation on Puerto Rico,
as determined by FSA. The operation
may elect to use the whole value of the
voucher at one time, or may elect to use
a portion of the voucher, up to 4 times,
not to exceed the value of the voucher.
The value of the voucher expires 45
days from the date approved by FSA. If
any value remains on the voucher after
it expires, that value may not be used
by the dairy operation.

FSA, on behalf of CCC, through the
vouchers themselves, will enter into
agreements with Puerto Rican feed
dealers to accept the vouchers from
dairy operations. FSA will reimburse
the dealers for the feed acquired via the
vouchers. The voucher can only be used
to acquire feed from the vendors and for
no other purpose, including paying
down any existing debt owed by a dairy
operation or individual or producer
affiliated with that dairy operation to a
vendor.

Application and Eligible Applicants

Each dairy operation in Puerto Rico is
licensed by the Department of
Agriculture of Puerto Rico; as a result,
FSA has received certain information
from the Puerto Rican Department of
Agriculture about each dairy, including,
the name, address, contact information,
and number of head of cattle. The
information was compiled as of August
2017. An application, on a form
determined by FSA, will include the
number of dairy head as reported to
FSA by the Puerto Rican Department of
Agriculture, and should only reflect the
number of live, eligible dairy cows at
the time of application. If the number of
cattle on the application is correct, the
dairy operation will certify as such on
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the application. If the number of head
has changed due to animal deaths or
sales, the dairy operation must correct
the number and certify to the change on
the application. The dairy operation
may apply for the Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP) If any cattle have died
due to a LIP eligible cause of loss and
all other LIP eligibility conditions and
LIP payment limitations are met. The
application period begins October 20,
2017. DAP-PR applications must be
received by FSA by December 1, 2017.

Approval for Vouchers

The result of an approved feed
application will be a one-time
maximum eligible amount for feed to be
acquired by the eligible dairy operation,
consistent with the terms specified in
this NOFA. The acquisition of the total
amount of feed determined under the
DAP-PR for the 30 days can be spread
among up to 4 feed acquisitions under
the one voucher. As the dairy operation
acquires feed from the vendor(s), FSA
employees will deduct the value of the
feed acquired, not to exceed the
calculated eligible maximum. The
vouchers can only be used to acquire
feedstuff for the cattle on that dairy
operation to consume, acquired from the
feed vendor(s) and cannot be used for
any other purpose. All applications are
subject to the approval by FSA on behalf
of CCC; FSA will not approve ineligible
applications.

Voucher Calculation

The maximum value of the voucher
will be determined based on (1) $101
per adult cow, bull, and heifers over 2
years old times the number of head in
each of those categories in the dairy
operation and (2) $34 per heifers under
2 years old and young bulls and calves
times the number of head in each of
those categories in the dairy operation.
The total will be the value of the
voucher for the dairy operation.

Additional Assistance

If funds remain available under the
DAP-PR, and if the Secretary of
Agriculture determines that additional
assistance can be provided, the
acquisition of feed supply for days
greater than a one-month supply may be
made available under DAP-PR. In
addition, at the sole discretion of the
Secretary of Agriculture, DAP-PR may
be made available for the purchase of
fuel for generators.

Provisions Requiring Refund to FSA

In the event that any application for
a DAP-PR voucher resulted from
erroneous information or a
miscalculation, the amount will be

recalculated and the participant must
refund any excess to FSA with interest
to be calculated from the date of the
disbursement to the participant. If for
whatever reason FSA determines that
the applicant misrepresented either the
number of cows, or if the DAP-PR
voucher would exceed the participant’s
voucher based upon the correct number
of cows, the application will be
disapproved and the full DAP-PR
voucher for that dairy and participant
will be required to be refunded to FSA
with interest from date of disbursement.

The liability of anyone for any penalty
or sanction resulting from a DAP-PR
application, or for any refund to FSA or
related charge is in addition to any other
liability of such person under any civil
or criminal fraud statute or any other
provision of law including, but not
limited to: 18 U.S.C. 286, 287, 371, 641,
651, 1001, and 1014; 15 U.S.C. 714; and
31 U.S.C. 3729.

Paperwork Reduction Act
Requirements

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35), OMB approved an
emergency information collection
request on DAP-PR so FSA can begin
the application period upon publication
of this NOFA.

Environmental Review

Because this is a one-time provision
of commodities and the impacts of
DAP-PR occur outside of any impacts
resulting from the existing dairy
operations (consistent with 7 CFR
799.31(b)(6)(iii)), there are no
measureable individual or cumulative
impacts to the human environment, as
defined by the National Environmental
Policy Act and, as such, no
Environmental Assessment nor
Environmental Impact Statement will be
prepared. Consistent with the
emergency nature of this action, this
NOFA serves as documentation of the
programmatic environmental
compliance for this federal action.

Steven J. Peterson,

Acting Administrator, Farm Service Agency,
and Executive Vice President, Commodity
Credit Corporation.

[FR Doc. 2017-22868 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3410-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Census Bureau

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Manufacturers’
Shipments, Inventories, and Orders
(M3) Survey

AGENCY: U.S. Census Bureau,
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: To ensure consideration, written
comments must be submitted on or
before December 19, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at PRAcomments@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Mary Catherine Potter,
U.S. Census Bureau, Economic
Indicators Division, 4600 Silver Hill
Rd., Room 7K157, Washington, DC
20233-6913, (301) 763—4207 or via the
Internet at mary.catherine.potter@
census.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The U.S. Census Bureau plans to
request an extension of the current
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) clearance of the Manufacturers’
Shipments, Inventories and Orders (M3)
survey. The M3 survey requests data
monthly from domestic manufacturers
on form M-3 (SD). Data requested are
shipments, new orders, unfilled orders,
total inventory, materials and supplies,
work-in-process, and finished goods.

The M3 survey is designed to measure
current industrial activity and to
provide an indication of future
production commitments. The value of
shipments measures the value of goods
delivered during the month by domestic
manufacturers. Estimates of new orders
serve as an indicator of future
production commitments and represent
the current sales value of new orders
received during the month, net of
cancellations. Substantial accumulation
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or depletion of unfilled orders measures
excess or deficient demand for
manufactured products. The level of
inventories, especially in relation to
shipments, is frequently used to monitor
the business cycle, by calculating the
inventories to sales ratio. In general, a
low ratio indicates strong shipments. A
high ratio indicates weaker shipments
or accumulation of inventories in stock.

We do not plan any changes to the
M-3 (SD) form.

1I. Method of Collection

Respondents may submit data on form
M-3 (SD) via mail, or via the Internet.
We send emails and make telephone
calls to respondents to remind them to
report on time.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0607—0008.

Form Number(s): M-3 (SD).

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Businesses, large and
small, or other for profit.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
5,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 20
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 20,000.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.
Sections 131, 182, and 193.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Lead, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22814 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Membership of the Departmental
Performance Review Board

AGENCY: Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of membership on the
Departmental Performance Review
Board.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(DOC) announces the appointment of
those individuals who have been
selected to serve as members of the
Departmental Performance Review
Board. The Performance Review Board
is responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and (2) making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards. The
appointment of these members to the
Performance Review Board will be for a
period of twenty-four (24) months.

DATES: The period of appointment for
those individuals selected for the
Departmental Performance Review
Board begins on October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Munz, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Office of Human Resources
Management, Office of Executive
Resources, 14th and Constitution
Avenue NW., Room 51010, Washington,
DC 20230, at (202) 482—4051.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 4314(c)(4), the
Department of Commerce (DOC),
announces the appointment of those
individuals who have been selected to
serve as members of the Departmental
Performance Review Board. The
Performance Review Board is
responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and (2) making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards. The
appointment of these members to the
Performance Review Board will be for a
period of twenty-four (24) months.

The name, position title, and type of
appointment of each member of the
Performance Review Board are set forth
below:

1. Jon Alexander, Deputy Director,
Financial Management Systems,
Career SES

2. Lisa Blumerman, Associate Director
for Decennial Census, Career SES

3. Stephen Kong, Chief Counsel for
Economic Development, Career SES

4. James Sullivan, Jr., Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Services, Noncareer
SES

5. SaraHelen Thompson, Deputy
Director, Bureau of Economic
Analysis, Career SES

Jennifer Munz,

HR Specialist, Office of Executive Resources,
Office of Human Resources Management,
Office of the Secretary/Office of the CFO/
ASA, Department of Commerce.

[FR Doc. 2017-22766 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act.

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau.

Title: Report of Organization (formerly
titled Company Organization Survey).

OMB Control Number: 0607—0444.

Form Number(s): NC-99001 and NC—
99007.

Type of Request: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Number of Respondents: 87,000.

Average Hours per Response: 1 hour
and 23 minutes.

Burden Hours: 120,544.

Needs and Uses: The Census Bureau
requests a revision of the currently
approved Report of Organization data
collection for survey years 2017, 2018
and 2019. We request an extension of
the current expiration date to December
2020 to complete the data collection for
the 2017, 2018 and 2019 Report of
Organization. We are changing the name
of the collection from the Company
Organization Survey to the Report of
Organization to reflect how the survey
name is presented in the survey
instrument and public-facing
documentation.

The Census Bureau conducts the
annual Report of Organization to update
and maintain a centralized,
multipurpose Business Register (BR). In
particular, the survey supplies critical
information on the organizational
structure, operating characteristics, and
employment and payroll of multi-
establishment enterprises.

For survey year 2017, the Report of
Organization will be conducted in
conjunction with the 2017 Economic
Census, as has been done for previous
economic censuses. During this year, all
multi-establishment companies will
receive Report of Organization inquiries.
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In survey years 2018 and 2019, only a
sample of multi-establishment and
single-location companies will receive
Report of Organization inquiries.

Form NC-99001 is directed to multi-
establishment location enterprises
during census and non-census years.
For census years, however, only
establishments with industry
classifications that are out-of-scope of
the economic census will receive this
questionnaire. In-scope establishments
will receive these inquiries through the
Economic Census questionnaires. We
ask questions on ownership or control
by a domestic parent, ownership or
control by a foreign parent, and
ownership of foreign affiliates; research
and development; company activities
such as employees from a professional
employer organization. Establishment
inquiries include questions on
operational status, mid-March
employment, first-quarter payroll, and
annual payroll of establishments.
Beginning with the 2017 collection, a
new question regarding cooperative
organization status will be included in
the instrument but respondents will no
longer receive inquiries pertaining to
the Enterprise Statistics Program as the
program has been suspended.

During the 2018 and 2019 Report of
Organization collection, the Census
Bureau will use Form NC-99007 to
collect data from large single-location
enterprises that may have added some
locations. The NC-99007 questionnaire
is not applicable to economic census
collections.

The information collected by the
Report of Organization is used to
maintain and update the BR. The BR
serves two fundamental purposes:

e First and most important, the BR
provides sampling populations and
enumeration lists for the Census
Bureau’s economic surveys and
censuses. Essential for this purpose is
the BR’s ability to identify all known
United States business establishments
and their parent companies. Further, the
BR must accurately record basic
business attributes needed to control
sampling and enumeration. These
attributes include industry and
geographic classifications, measures of
size and economic activity, ownership
characteristics, and contact information
(for example, name and address).

e Second, the BR provides
establishment data that serve as the
basis for the annual County Business
Patterns (CBP) statistical series. The
CBP reports present data on number of
establishments, first quarter payroll,
annual payroll, and mid-March
employment summarized by industry
and employment size class for the

United States, the District of Columbia,
island areas, counties, and county-
equivalents. No other annual or more
frequent series of industry statistics
produced by the Census Bureau
provides comparable detail, particularly
for small geographic areas.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit; Not-for-profit institutions; Farms;
State, local or tribal government.

Frequency: Annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

Legal Authority: The 2017-2019
Report of Organization will be
conducted under the provisions of Title
13 of the United States Code, Sections
131 and 182. Sections 224 and 225 make
the survey mandatory.

This information collection request
may be viewed at www.reginfo.gov.
Follow the instructions to view
Department of Commerce collections
currently under review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_ Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Lead, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22848 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of the Secretary

Membership of the Performance
Review Board for the Office of the
Secretary

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary,
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of Membership on the
Office of the Secretary Performance
Review Board.

SUMMARY: The Office of the Secretary,
the Department of Commerce (DOC),
announces the appointment of those
individuals who have been selected to
serve as members of the Performance
Review Board. The Performance Review
Board is responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and Senior Level (SL) members and (2)
making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards. The
appointment of these members to the
Performance Review Board will be for a
period of twenty-four (24) months.

DATES: The period of appointment for
those individuals selected for the Office
of the Secretary Performance Review
Board begins on October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joan
Nagielski, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Office of Human Resources
Management, Department of Commerce
Human Resources Operations Center,
Office of Employment and
Compensation, 14th and Constitution
Avenue NW., Room 50013, Washington,
DC 20230, at (202) 482-6342.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 4314(c)(4), the
Office of the Secretary, Department of
Commerce (DOC), announces the
appointment of those individuals who
have been selected to serve as members
of the Office of the Secretary
Performance Review Board. The
Performance Review Board is
responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) and (SL)
members and (2) making
recommendations to the appointing
authority on other performance
management issues, such as pay
adjustments, bonuses and Presidential
Rank Awards. The appointment of these
members to the Performance Review
Board will be for a period of twenty-four
(24) months.

Dates: The name, position title, and
type of appointment of each member of
the Performance Review Board are set
forth below:

1. Brian DiGiacomo, Assistant General
Counsel for Employment,
Litigation, and Information Law,
Career SES

2. John Cobau, Chief Counsel for
International Commerce, Career
SES

3. Brian Lenihan, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs,
Noncareer SES

4. Byron Adkins, Deputy Director for
Facilities and Environmental
Quality, Career SES

5. Holly Vineyard, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Global Markets, Career
SES

6. Stephen Kong, Chief Counsel for
Economic Development, Career SES

7. Eric Branstad, Senior White House
Advisor, Noncareer SES

8. Sarah Helen “Sally” Thompson,
Deputy Director, Career SES
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Dated: October 17, 2017.
Joan M. Nagielski,
Human Resources Specialist, Office of
Employment and Compensation, Department
of Commerce Human Resources Operations
Center, Office of Human Resources
Management, Office of the Secretary,
Department of Commerce.
[FR Doc. 2017-22791 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Economic Development Administration

National Telecommunications and
Information Administration

Bureau of Industry and Security

Membership of the Performance
Review Board for EDA, NTIA and BIS

AGENCY: EDA, NTIA and BIS,
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of Membership on the
EDA, NTIA and BIS’s Performance
Review Board.

SUMMARY: The EDA, NTIA and BIS,
Department of Commerce (DOGC),
announce the appointment of those
individuals who have been selected to
serve as members of the Performance
Review Board. The Performance Review
Board is responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and Senior Level (SL) members and (2)
making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards for SES and
SL members. The appointment of these
members to the Performance Review
Board will be for a period of twenty-four
(24) months.

DATES: The period of appointment for
those individuals selected for EDA,
NTIA and BIS’s Performance Review
Board begins on October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joan
Nagielski, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Office of Human Resources
Management, Department of Commerce
Human Resources Operations Center,
Office of Employment and
Compensation, 14th and Constitution
Avenue NW., Room 50013, Washington,
DC 20230, at (202)482—-6342.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 4314(c)(4), the
EDA, NTIA and BIS, Department of
Commerce (DOC), announce the
appointment of those individuals who
have been selected to serve as members
of EDA, NTIA and BIS’s Performance

Review Board. The Performance Review

Board is responsible for (1) reviewing

performance appraisals and ratings of

Senior Executive Service (SES) and

Senior Level (SL) members and (2)

making recommendations to the

appointing authority on other

Performance management issues, such

as pay adjustments, bonuses and

Presidential Rank Awards for SES and

SL members. The Appointment of these

members to the Performance Review

Board will be for a period of twenty-four

(24) months.

Dates: The name, position title, and
type of appointment of each member of
the Performance Review Board are set
forth below:

1. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
Industry and Security (BIS), Carol
Rose, Chief Financial Officer and
Director of Administration, Career
SES

2. Department of Commerce, National
Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA),
Paige Atkins, Associate
Administrator for Spectrum
Management, Career SES

3. Department of Commerce, Economic
Development Agency (EDA),
Gregory Brown, Chief Financial
Officer and Chief Administrative
Officer, Career SES

4. Department of Commerce, National
Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA),
Frank Freeman, Chief
Administrative Officer, First
Responder Network Authority,
Career SES

5. Department of Commerce, Minority
Business Development Agency
(MBDA), Christopher Garcia,
Deputy Director, Noncareer SES

Dated: October 17, 2017.
Joan M. Nagielski,
Human Resources Specialist, Office of
Employment and Compensation, Department
of Commerce Human Resources Operations
Center, Office of Human Resources
Management, Office of the Secretary,
Department of Commerce.
[FR Doc. 2017-22792 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

In the Matter of: Adrian Manuel
Hernandez, 3037 S. 69th Drive,
Phoenix, AZ 85043; Order Denying
Export Privileges

On October 13, 2015, in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Arizona,
Adrian Manuel Hernandez

(“Hernandez’’) was convicted of
violating Section 38 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778 (2012))
(“AECA”). Specifically, Hernandez was
convicted of knowingly and willfully
exporting, aiding and abetting the
export of, and causing to be exported
from the United States to Mexico one or
more firearms designated as defense
articles on the United States Munition
List, without the required U.S.
Department of State licenses. Hernandez
was sentenced to five years of probation
and a $100 assessment.

Section 766.25 of the Export
Administration Regulations (“EAR” or
“Regulations”) * provides, in pertinent
part, that “[t]he Director of the Office of
Exporter Services, in consultation with
the Director of the Office of Export
Enforcement, may deny the export
privileges of any person who has been
convicted of a violation of the EAA
[Export Administration Act], the EAR,
or any order, license, or authorization
issued thereunder; any regulation,
license or order issued under the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706); 18
U.S.C. 793, 794 or 798; section 4(b) of
the Internal Security Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 783(b)); or section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778).” 15
CFR 766.25(a); see also Section 11(h) of
the EAA, 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). The denial
of export privileges under this provision
may be for a period of up to 10 years
from the date of the conviction. 15 CFR
766.25(d); see also 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). In
addition, Section 750.8 of the
Regulations states that the Bureau of
Industry and Security’s Office of
Exporter Services may revoke any
Bureau of Industry and Security (“BIS”)
licenses previously issued pursuant to
the Export Administration Act (“EAA”
or “the Act”) or the Regulations in
which the person had an interest at the
time of his/her conviction.

BIS has received notice of
Hernandez’s conviction for violating
Section 38 of the AECA, and has
provided notice and an opportunity for
Hernandez to make a written
submission to BIS, as provided in
Section 766.25 of the Regulations. BIS

1The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2017). The Regulations issued pursuant to the
Export Administration Act (50 U.S.C. 4601-4623
(Supp. 1I 2015) (available at http://
uscode.house.gov)) (“EAA” or “the Act”). Since
August 21, 2001, the Act has been in lapse and the
President, through Executive Order 13222 of August
17, 2001 (3 CFR, 2001 Comp. 783 (2002)), which
has been extended by successive Presidential
Notices, the most recent being that of August 15,
2017 (82 FR 39005 (Aug. 16, 2017)), has continued
the Regulations in effect under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701,
et seq. (2012)).
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has not received a submission from
Hernandez.

Based upon my review and
consultations with BIS’s Office of
Export Enforcement, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,
I have decided to deny Hernandez’s
export privileges under the Regulations
for a period of five years from the date
of Hernandez’s conviction. I have also
decided to revoke all licenses issued
pursuant to the Act or Regulations in
which Hernandez had an interest at the
time of his conviction.

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
October 13, 2020, Adrian Manuel
Hernandez, with a last known address
of 3037 S. 69th Drive, Phoenix, AZ
85043, and when acting for or on his
behalf, his successors, assigns,
employees, agents or representatives
(“the Denied Person’’), may not, directly
or indirectly, participate in any way in
any transaction involving any
commodity, software or technology
(hereinafter collectively referred to as
“item”) exported or to be exported from
the United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise
servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging
in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported
or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

A. Export or reexport to or on behalf
of the Denied Person any item subject to
the Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted

acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, after notice and opportunity for
comment as provided in Section 766.23
of the Regulations, any other person,
firm, corporation, or business
organization related to Hernandez by
ownership, control, position of
responsibility, affiliation, or other
connection in the conduct of trade or
business may also be made subject to
the provisions of this Order in order to
prevent evasion of this Order.

Fourth, in accordance with Part 756 of
the Regulations, Hernandez may file an
appeal of this Order with the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Industry and
Security. The appeal must be filed
within 45 days from the date of this
Order and must comply with the
provisions of Part 756 of the
Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Hernandez, and shall be
published in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until October 13, 2020.

Issued this 16th day of October 2017.
Karen H. Nies-Vogel,

Director, Office of Exporter Services.
[FR Doc. 201722828 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

In the Matter of: Jimmy Rojas, a/k/a
Jim Rojas, Currently Incarcerated at:
Inmate Number: 49932-018, FCI Miami,
P.O. Box 779800, Miami, FL 33177, and
With a Prior Known Address at: 8002
Cornwall Lane, Tampa, FL 33615;
Order Denying Export Privileges

On September 8, 2016, in the U.S.
District Court, Middle District of
Florida, Jimmy Rojas, a/k/a Jim Rojas
(“Rojas”’) was convicted of violating
Section 38 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2778 (2012)) (“AECA”).
Specifically, Rojas was convicted of
knowingly and willfully attempting to
export from the United States to Jordan
a 6015/PVS14 Series ITT Monocular
Night Vision device and a Trijicon
Advanced Combat Optical Gunsight
(ACOG) Rifle Scope, both designated as
defense articles on the United States
Munitions List, without the required
U.S. Department of State licenses. Rojas
was sentenced to 30 months in prison,
36 months of supervised release, a $100
assessment, and ordered to pay
$372,505.14 in restitution to the United
States Postal Service.

Section 766.25 of the Export
Administration Regulations (“EAR” or
“Regulations”) ! provides, in pertinent
part, that “[t]he Director of the Office of
Exporter Services, in consultation with
the Director of the Office of Export
Enforcement, may deny the export
privileges of any person who has been
convicted of a violation of the EAA
[Export Administration Act], the EAR,
or any order, license, or authorization
issued thereunder; any regulation,
license or order issued under the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706); 18
U.S.C. 793, 794 or 798; section 4(b) of
the Internal Security Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 783(b)); or section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778).” 15
CFR 766.25(a); see also Section 11(h) of
the EAA, 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). The denial
of export privileges under this provision
may be for a period of up to 10 years

1The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2017). The Regulations issued pursuant to the
Export Administration Act (50 U.S.C. 4601-4623
(Supp. II 2015) (available at http://
uscode.house.gov)) (“EAA” or “the Act”). Since
August 21, 2001, the Act has been in lapse and the
President, through Executive Order 13222 of August
17, 2001 (3 CFR, 2001 Comp. 783 (2002)), which
has been extended by successive Presidential
Notices, the most recent being that of August 15,
2017 (82 FR 39005 (Aug. 16, 2017)), has continued
the Regulations in effect under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701,
et seq. (2012)).
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from the date of the conviction. 15 CFR
766.25(d); see also 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). In
addition, Section 750.8 of the
Regulations states that the Bureau of
Industry and Security’s Office of
Exporter Services may revoke any
Bureau of Industry and Security (“BIS”)
licenses previously issued pursuant to
the Export Administration Act (“EAA”
or “the Act”), or pursuant to the
Regulations in which the person had an
interest at the time of his/her
conviction.

BIS has received notice of Rojas’s
conviction for violating Section 38 of
the AECA, and has provided notice and
an opportunity for Rojas to make a
written submission to BIS, as provided
in Section 766.25 of the Regulations.
BIS has not received a submission from
Rojas.

Based upon my review and
consultations with BIS’s Office of
Export Enforcement, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,
I have decided to deny Rojas’s export
privileges under the Regulations for a
period of ten (10) years from the date of
Rojas’s conviction. I have also decided
to revoke all licenses issued pursuant to
the Act or Regulations in which Rojas
had an interest at the time of his
conviction.

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
September 8, 2026, Jimmy Rojas, a/k/a
Jim Rojas, currently incarcerated at
Inmate Number: 49932-018, FCI Miami,
P.O. Box 779800, Miami, FL 33177, and
with a prior known address of 8002
Cornwall Lane, Tampa, Florida 33615
and when acting for or on his behalf, his
successors, assigns, employees, agents
or representatives (‘“the Denied
Person’’), may not, directly or indirectly,
participate in any way in any
transaction involving any commodity,
software or technology (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “item”)
exported or to be exported from the
United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise
servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging
in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported

or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

A. Export or reexport to or on behalf
of the Denied Person any item subject to
the Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted
acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, after notice and opportunity for
comment as provided in Section 766.23
of the Regulations, any other person,
firm, corporation, or business
organization related to Rojas by
ownership, control, position of
responsibility, affiliation, or other
connection in the conduct of trade or
business may also be made subject to
the provisions of this Order in order to
prevent evasion of this Order.

Fourth, in accordance with Part 756 of
the Regulations, Rojas may file an
appeal of this Order with the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Industry and
Security. The appeal must be filed
within 45 days from the date of this
Order and must comply with the
provisions of Part 756 of the
Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Rojas and shall be
published in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until September 8, 2026.

Issued this 16th day of October 2017.
Karen H. Nies-Vogel,

Director, Office of Exporter Services.
[FR Doc. 201722829 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

In the Matter of: Martin Jan Leff, 3708
Ascot Bend Ct., Bonita Springs, FL
34134 and 4100 Spring Street #303,
Spring Park, MN 55384; Order Denying
Export Privileges

On January 6, 2016, in the U.S.
District Court for the Middle District of
Florida, Martin Jan Leff (“Leff”’) was
convicted of violating Section 38 of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2778 (2012)) (“AECA”). Specifically,
Leff was convicted of knowingly and
willfully attempting to export, and
causing to be exported, from the United
States to Hong Kong, seven F—4
Phantom fighter jet wheel assemblies
designated as defense articles on the
United States Munition List, without the
required U.S. Department of State
licenses. Leff was sentenced to three
years of probation, a criminal fine of
$10,000, and a $100 assessment.

Section 766.25 of the Export
Administration Regulations (“EAR” or
“Regulations”) * provides, in pertinent
part, that “[t]he Director of the Office of
Exporter Services, in consultation with
the Director of the Office of Export
Enforcement, may deny the export
privileges of any person who has been
convicted of a violation of the EAA
[Export Administration Act], the EAR,
or any order, license, or authorization
issued thereunder; any regulation,
license or order issued under the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706); 18
U.S.C. 793, 794 or 798; section 4(b) of

1The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2017). The Regulations issued pursuant to the
Export Administration Act (50 U.S.C. 4601-4623
(Supp. II 2015) (available at http://
uscode.house.gov)) (“EAA” or “the Act”). Since
August 21, 2001, the Act has been in lapse and the
President, through Executive Order 13222 of August
17, 2001 (3 CFR, 2001 Comp. 783 (2002)), which
has been extended by successive Presidential
Notices, the most recent being that of August 15,
2017 (82 FR 39005 (Aug. 16, 2017)), has continued
the Regulations in effect under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701,
et seq. (2012)).
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the Internal Security Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 783(b)); or section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778).” 15
CFR 766.25(a); see also Section 11(h) of
the EAA, 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). The denial
of export privileges under this provision
may be for a period of up to 10 years
from the date of the conviction. 15 CFR
766.25(d); see also 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). In
addition, Section 750.8 of the
Regulations states that the Bureau of
Industry and Security’s Office of
Exporter Services may revoke any
Bureau of Industry and Security (“BIS”)
licenses previously issued pursuant to
the Export Administration Act (“EAA”
or “the Act”) or the Regulations in
which the person had an interest at the
time of his/her conviction.

BIS has received notice of Leff’s
conviction for violating Section 38 of
the AECA, and has provided notice and
an opportunity for Leff to make a
written submission to BIS, as provided
in Section 766.25 of the Regulations.
BIS has not received a submission from
Leff.

Based upon my review and
consultations with BIS’s Office of
Export Enforcement, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,
I have decided to deny Leff’s export
privileges under the Regulations for a
period of 10 years from the date of Leff’s
conviction. I have also decided to
revoke all licenses issued pursuant to
the Act or Regulations in which Leff had
an interest at the time of his conviction.

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
January 6, 2026, Martin Jan Leff, with
last known addresses of 3708 Ascot
Bend Ct., Bonita Springs, FL 34134 and
4100 Spring Street, #303, Spring Park,
MN 55384, and when acting for or on
his behalf, his successors, assigns,
employees, agents or representatives
(“the Denied Person”’), may not, directly
or indirectly, participate in any way in
any transaction involving any
commodity, software or technology
(hereinafter collectively referred to as
“item”) exported or to be exported from
the United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise
servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging

in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported
or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

A. Export or reexport to or on behalf
of the Denied Person any item subject to
the Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted
acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, after notice and opportunity for
comment as provided in Section 766.23
of the Regulations, any other person,
firm, corporation, or business
organization related to Leff by
ownership, control, position of
responsibility, affiliation, or other
connection in the conduct of trade or
business may also be made subject to
the provisions of this Order in order to
prevent evasion of this Order.

Fourth, in accordance with Part 756 of
the Regulations, Leff may file an appeal
of this Order with the Under Secretary
of Commerce for Industry and Security.
The appeal must be filed within 45 days
from the date of this Order and must

comply with the provisions of Part 756
of the Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Leff, and shall be published
in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until January 6, 2026.

Issued this 16th day of October 2017.
Karen H. Nies-Vogel,

Director, Office of Exporter Services.
[FR Doc. 201722821 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

In the Matter of: Marleen Rochin, 3037
S. 69th Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85043;
Order Denying Export Privileges

On November 16, 2015, in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Arizona,
Marleen Rochin (‘“‘Rochin’’) was
convicted of violating Section 38 of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2778 (2012)) (“AECA”). Specifically,
Rochin was convicted of knowingly and
willfully exporting, aiding and abetting
the export of, and causing to be
exported from the United States to
Mexico one or more firearms designated
as defense articles on the United States
Munition List, without the required U.S.
Department of State licenses. Rochin
was sentenced to five years of probation
and a $100 assessment.

Section 766.25 of the Export
Administration Regulations (“EAR” or
“Regulations” ) * provides, in pertinent
part, that “[t]he Director of the Office of
Exporter Services, in consultation with
the Director of the Office of Export
Enforcement, may deny the export
privileges of any person who has been
convicted of a violation of the EAA
[Export Administration Act], the EAR,
or any order, license, or authorization
issued thereunder; any regulation,
license or order issued under the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706); 18
U.S.C. 793, 794 or 798; section 4(b) of
the Internal Security Act of 1950 (50

1The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2017). The Regulations issued pursuant to the
Export Administration Act (50 U.S.C. 4601-4623
(Supp. III 2015) (available at http://
uscode.house.gov)) (“EAA” or “the Act”). Since
August 21, 2001, the Act has been in lapse and the
President, through Executive Order 13222 of August
17, 2001 (3 CFR, 2001 Comp. 783 (2002)), which
has been extended by successive Presidential
Notices, the most recent being that of August 15,
2017 (82 FR 39005 (Aug. 16, 2017)), has continued
the Regulations in effect under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701,
et seq. (2012)).
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U.S.C. 783(b)); or section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778).” 15
CFR 766.25(a); see also Section 11(h) of
the EAA, 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). The denial
of export privileges under this provision
may be for a period of up to 10 years
from the date of the conviction. 15 CFR
766.25(d); see also 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). In
addition, Section 750.8 of the
Regulations states that the Bureau of
Industry and Security’s Office of
Exporter Services may revoke any
Bureau of Industry and Security (“BIS”)
licenses previously issued pursuant to
the Export Administration Act (“EAA”
or “the Act”) or the Regulations in
which the person had an interest at the
time of his/her conviction.

BIS has received notice of Rochin’s
conviction for violating Section 38 of
the AECA, and has provided notice and
an opportunity for Rochin to make a
written submission to BIS, as provided
in Section 766.25 of the Regulations.
BIS has not received a submission from
Rochin.

Based upon my review and
consultations with BIS’s Office of
Export Enforcement, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,
I have decided to deny Rochin’s export
privileges under the Regulations for a
period of five years from the date of
Rochin’s conviction. I have also decided
to revoke all licenses issued pursuant to
the Act or Regulations in which Rochin
had an interest at the time of her
conviction.

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
November 16, 2020, Marleen Rochin,
with a last known address of 3037 S.
69th Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85043, and
when acting for or on her behalf, her
successors, assigns, employees, agents
or representatives (‘“the Denied
Person’’), may not, directly or indirectly,
participate in any way in any
transaction involving any commodity,
software or technology (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “item”)
exported or to be exported from the
United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise
servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging
in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported
or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

A. Export or reexport to or on behalf
of the Denied Person any item subject to
the Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted
acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, after notice and opportunity for
comment as provided in Section 766.23
of the Regulations, any other person,
firm, corporation, or business
organization related to Rochin by
ownership, control, position of
responsibility, affiliation, or other
connection in the conduct of trade or
business may also be made subject to
the provisions of this Order in order to
prevent evasion of this Order.

Fourth, in accordance with Part 756 of
the Regulations, Rochin may file an
appeal of this Order with the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Industry and
Security. The appeal must be filed
within 45 days from the date of this
Order and must comply with the
provisions of Part 756 of the
Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Rochin, and shall be
published in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until November 16, 2020.

Issued this 16th day of October 2017.
Karen H. Nies-Vogel,

Director, Office of Exporter Services.
[FR Doc. 201722827 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

In the Matter of: Rodrigo Chico-
Rodriguez, Inmate Number: 69032-179,
Reeves lll Correctional Institution, Box
2038, Pecos, TX 79772; Order Denying
Export Privileges

On April 18, 2016, in the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of Texas,
Rodrigo Chico-Rodriguez (“Chico-
Rodriguez”) was convicted of violating
Section 38 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2778 (2012)) (“AECA”).
Specifically, Chico-Rodriguez was
convicted of intentionally and
knowingly conspiring to export, attempt
to export, and cause to be exported from
the United States to Mexico defense
articles designated on the United States
Munitions List, namely two rifles, a
pistol and 312 rounds of ammunition,
without the required U.S. Department of
State license. Chico-Rodriguez was
sentenced to 60 months in prison and a
special assessment of $200.

Section 766.25 of the Export
Administration Regulations (“EAR” or
“Regulations”) * provides, in pertinent
part, that “[t]he Director of the Office of
Exporter Services, in consultation with
the Director of the Office of Export
Enforcement, may deny the export
privileges of any person who has been
convicted of a violation of the EAA
[Export Administration Act], the EAR,
or any order, license, or authorization
issued thereunder; any regulation,
license or order issued under the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706); 18

1The Regulations are currently codified in the
Code of Federal Regulations at 15 CFR parts 730—
774 (2017). The Regulations issued pursuant to the
Export Administration Act (50 U.S.C. 4601-4623
(Supp. II 2015) (available at http://
uscode.house.gov)) (“EAA” or “the Act”). Since
August 21, 2001, the Act has been in lapse and the
President, through Executive Order 13222 of August
17, 2001 (3 CFR, 2001 Comp. 783 (2002)), which
has been extended by successive Presidential
Notices, the most recent being that of August 15,
2017 (82 FR 39005 (Aug. 16, 2017)), has continued
the Regulations in effect under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701,
et seq. (2012)).
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U.S.C. 793, 794 or 798; section 4(b) of
the Internal Security Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 783(b)); or section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778).” 15
CFR 766.25(a); see also Section 11(h) of
the EAA, 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). The denial
of export privileges under this provision
may be for a period of up to 10 years
from the date of the conviction. 15 CFR
766.25(d); see also 50 U.S.C. 4610(h). In
addition, Section 750.8 of the
Regulations states that the Bureau of
Industry and Security’s Office of
Exporter Services may revoke any
Bureau of Industry and Security (“BIS”)
licenses previously issued pursuant to
the Export Administration Act (“EAA”
or “the Act”), or pursuant to the
Regulations, in which the person had an
interest at the time of his/her
conviction.

BIS has received notice of Chico-
Rodriguez’s conviction for violating
Section 38 of the AECA, and has
provided notice and an opportunity for
Chico-Rodriguez to make a written
submission to BIS, as provided in
Section 766.25 of the Regulations. BIS
has not received a submission from
Chico-Rodriguez.

Based upon my review and
consultations with BIS’s Office of
Export Enforcement, including its
Director, and the facts available to BIS,

I have decided to deny Chico-
Rodriguez’s export privileges under the
Regulations for a period of 10 years from
the date of Chico-Rodriguez’s
conviction. I have also decided to
revoke all licenses issued pursuant to
the Act or Regulations in which Chico-
Rodriguez had an interest at the time of
his conviction.

Accordingly, it is hereby ordered:

First, from the date of this Order until
April 18, 2026, Rodrigo Chico-
Rodriguez, with a last known address of
Inmate Number: 69032-179, Reeves III
Correctional Institution, P.O. Box 2038,
Pecos, TX 79772, and when acting for or
on his behalf, his successors, assigns,
employees, agents or representatives
(“the Denied Person’’), may not, directly
or indirectly, participate in any way in
any transaction involving any
commodity, software or technology
(hereinafter collectively referred to as
“item”) exported or to be exported from
the United States that is subject to the
Regulations, including, but not limited
to:

A. Applying for, obtaining, or using
any license, license exception, or export
control document;

B. Carrying on negotiations
concerning, or ordering, buying,
receiving, using, selling, delivering,
storing, disposing of, forwarding,
transporting, financing, or otherwise

servicing in any way, any transaction
involving any item exported or to be
exported from the United States that is
subject to the Regulations, or engaging
in any other activity subject to the
Regulations; or

C. Benefitting in any way from any
transaction involving any item exported
or to be exported from the United States
that is subject to the Regulations, or
from any other activity subject to the
Regulations.

Second, no person may, directly or
indirectly, do any of the following:

A. Export or reexport to or on behalf
of the Denied Person any item subject to
the Regulations;

B. Take any action that facilitates the
acquisition or attempted acquisition by
the Denied Person of the ownership,
possession, or control of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States, including financing or other
support activities related to a
transaction whereby the Denied Person
acquires or attempts to acquire such
ownership, possession or control;

C. Take any action to acquire from or
to facilitate the acquisition or attempted
acquisition from the Denied Person of
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been exported from the United
States;

D. Obtain from the Denied Person in
the United States any item subject to the
Regulations with knowledge or reason
to know that the item will be, or is
intended to be, exported from the
United States; or

E. Engage in any transaction to service
any item subject to the Regulations that
has been or will be exported from the
United States and which is owned,
possessed or controlled by the Denied
Person, or service any item, of whatever
origin, that is owned, possessed or
controlled by the Denied Person if such
service involves the use of any item
subject to the Regulations that has been
or will be exported from the United
States. For purposes of this paragraph,
servicing means installation,
maintenance, repair, modification or
testing.

Third, after notice and opportunity for
comment as provided in Section 766.23
of the Regulations, any other person,
firm, corporation, or business
organization related to Chico-Rodriguez
by ownership, control, position of
responsibility, affiliation, or other
connection in the conduct of trade or
business may also be made subject to
the provisions of this Order in order to
prevent evasion of this Order.

Fourth, in accordance with Part 756 of
the Regulations, Chico-Rodriguez may
file an appeal of this Order with the

Under Secretary of Commerce for
Industry and Security. The appeal must
be filed within 45 days from the date of
this Order and must comply with the
provisions of Part 756 of the
Regulations.

Fifth, a copy of this Order shall be
delivered to Chico-Rodriguez, and shall
be published in the Federal Register.

Sixth, this Order is effective
immediately and shall remain in effect
until April 18, 2026.

Issued this 16th day of October 2017.
Karen H. Nies-Vogel,

Director, Office of Exporter Services.
[FR Doc. 2017-22826 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-570-875]

Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe Fittings
From the People’s Republic of China:
Notice of Rescission of Antidumping
Duty Administrative Review; 2016—
2017

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(the Department) is rescinding its
administrative review of non-malleable
cast iron pipe fittings from the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) for the period
or review (POR) April 1, 2016, through
March 31, 2017.

DATES: Applicable October 20, 2017.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Maliha Khan or Karine Gziryan, AD/
CVD Operations, Office IV, Enforcement
and Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW., Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
(202) 482-0895 and (202) 482—4081,
respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On April 3, 2017, the Department
published in the Federal Register a
notice of “Opportunity to Request
Administrative Review”” of the
antidumping duty order on non-
malleable cast iron pipe fittings from the
PRC for the above POR.? On May 1,
2017, in accordance with section 751(a)
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(the Act), and 19 CFR 351.213(b), the

1 See Antidumping or Countervailing Duty Order,
Finding, or Suspended Investigation; Opportunity
to Request Administrative Review, 62 FR 16163
(April 3, 2017).
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Department received timely requests
from Tianjin Port Free Trade Zone Star
Pipe International Trade Co., Ltd.
(Tianjin Star) and Dalian Reliable
Industrial Co., Ltd. (Dalian Reliable) to
conduct an administrative review.2
Pursuant to these requests and in
accordance with 19 CFR
351.221(c)(1)@i), on June 7, 2017, the
Department published a notice of
initiation of an administrative review of
the antidumping duty order on non-
malleable cast iron pipe fittings from the
PRC.3 This administrative review covers
Tianjin Star and Dalian Reliable during
the period April 1, 2016, through March
31, 2017. On July 6, 2017, Tianjin Star
and Dalian Reliable withdrew their
requests for an administrative review.4

Rescission of Review

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.213(d)(1), the
Department will rescind an
administrative review if the party that
requested the review withdraws its
request within 90 days of the
publication date of the notice of
initiation of the requested review.
Tianjin Star and Dalian Reliable
withdrew their requests before the 90-
day deadline, and no other party
requested an administrative review of
the antidumping duty order. Therefore,
in accordance with 19 CFR
351.213(d)(1), we are rescinding this
administrative review in its entirety.

Assessment

The Department will instruct U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to
assess antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries of non-malleable
cast iron pipe fittings from the PRC.
Antidumping duties shall be assessed at
rates equal to the cash deposit of
estimated antidumping duties required
at the time of entry, or withdrawal from
warehouse, for consumption in
accordance with 19 CFR
351.212(c)(1)(i). The Department
intends to issue appropriate assessment
instructions to CBP 15 days after the
date of publication of this notice in the
Federal Register.

2 See Letter from Tianjin Star, “Request for
Administrative Review of the Antidumping Duty
Order on Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe Fittings
from the People’s Republic of China,” dated May
1, 2017; see also Letter from Dalian Reliable,
“Request for Administrative Review of the
Antidumping Duty Order on Non-Malleable Cast
Iron Pipe Fittings from the People’s Republic of
China,” dated May 1, 2017.

3 See Initiation of Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Administrative Reviews, 82 FR
26444 (June 7, 2017) (Initiation Notice).

4 See Letter from Tianjin Star and Dalian Reliable,
“Withdrawal of Request for Administrative Review
of the Antidumping Duty Order on Non-Malleable
Cast Iron Pipe Fittings from the People’s Republic
of China,” dated July 6, 2017.

Notification to Importers

This notice also serves as a final
reminder to importers for whom this
review is being rescinded of their
responsibility under 19 CFR
351.402(f)(2) to file a certificate
regarding the reimbursement of
antidumping duties prior to liquidation
of the relevant entries during this
review period. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in the
Secretary’s presumption that
reimbursement of the antidumping
duties occurred and the subsequent
assessment of double antidumping
duties.

Notification Regarding Administrative
Protective Order

This notice also serves as a reminder
to parties subject to administrative
protective orders (APO) of their
responsibility concerning the
disposition of proprietary information
disclosed under APO in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.305. Timely written
notification of the return/destruction of
APO materials or conversion to judicial
protective order is hereby requested.
Failure to comply with the regulations
and terms of an APO is a violation
which is subject to sanction.

This notice is published in
accordance with section 751(a)(1) and
777(1)(1) of the Act, and 19 CFR
351.213(d)(4).

Dated: October 17, 2017.
James Maeder,

Senior Director performing the duties of
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations.

[FR Doc. 2017-22807 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

Membership of the International Trade
Administration Performance Review
Board

AGENCY: International Trade
Administration, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of Membership on the
International Trade Administration’s
Performance Review Board.

SUMMARY: The International Trade
Administration (ITA), Department of
Commerce (DOC), announces the
appointment of those individuals who
have been selected to serve as members
of ITA’s Performance Review Board.
The Performance Review Board is
responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of

Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and (2) making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards for SES. The
appointment of these members to the
Performance Review Board will be for a
period of twenty-four (24) months.

DATES: The period of appointment for
those individuals selected for ITA’s
Performance Review Board begins on
October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joan
Nagielski, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Office of Human Resources
Management, Department of Commerce
Human Resources Operations Center,
Office of Employment and
Compensation, 14th and Constitution
Avenue NW., Room 50013, Washington,
DC 20230, at (202) 482—6342.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 4314(c)(4), the
International Trade Administration
(ITA), Department of Commerce (DOC),
announces the appointment of those
individuals who have been selected to
serve as members of the ITA
Performance Review Board. The
Performance Review Board is
responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and (2) making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
Performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards for SES. The
Appointment of these members to the
Performance Review Board will be for a
period of twenty-four (24) months.

Dates: The name, position title, and
type of appointment of each member of
the Performance Review Board are set
forth below:

1. Tim Rosado, Chief Financial and
Administrative Officer, Career SES

2. Diane Farrell, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Asia, Career SES

3. Ian Steff, Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Manufacturing, Noncareer SES

4. Carole Showers, Executive Director
for Antidumping & Policy
Negotiation, Career SES

5. Veronica LeGrande, Director, Human
Resource Services, Career SES

6. Praveen Dixit, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Trade Policy and
Analysis, Career SES

7. Gary Taverman, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Antidumping/
Countervailing Duty Operations,
Career SES

8. James Sullivan, Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Services, Noncareer
SES



Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017/ Notices

48799

Dated: October 17, 2017.
Joan M. Nagielski,
Human Resources Specialist, Office of
Employment and Compensation, Department
of Commerce Human Resources Operations
Center, Office of Human Resources
Management, Office of the Secretary,
Department of Commerce.
[FR Doc. 2017-22790 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-122-855]

Polyethylene Terephthalate Resin
From Canada: Notice of Rescission of
Antidumping Duty Administrative
Review; 2015-2017

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(the Department) is rescinding its
administrative review of polyethylene
terephthalate resin from Canada for the
period or review (POR) October 15,
2015, through April 30, 2017.

DATES: Effective October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Maliha Khan or Karine Gziryan, AD/
CVD Operations, Office IV, Enforcement
and Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW., Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
(202) 482-0895 and (202) 482-4081,
respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On May 1, 2017, the Department
published in the Federal Register a
notice of “Opportunity to Request
Administrative Review” of the
antidumping duty order on
polyethylene terephthalate resin from
Canada for the above POR.? On May 31,
2017, in accordance with section 751(a)
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended
(the Act), and 19 CFR 351.213(b), the
Department received a timely request
from Compagnie Selenis Canada
(Selenis) to conduct an administrative
review.?

Pursuant to this request and in
accordance with 19 CFR
351.221(c)(1)(), on July 6, 2017, the

1 See Antidumping or Countervailing Duty Order,
Finding, or Suspended Investigation; Opportunity
to Request Administrative Review, 82 FR 20315
(May 1, 2017).

2 See Letter from Selenis, ‘“Administrative Review
of the Antidumping Duty Order on Polyethylene
Terephthalate Resin from Canada: Request for
Review,” dated May 31, 2017.

Department published a notice of
initiation of an administrative review of
the antidumping duty order on
polyethylene terephthalate resin from
Canada.3 This administrative review
covers Selenis during the period
October 15, 2015, through April 30,
2017. On August 24, 2017, Selenis
withdrew its request for an
administrative review.*

Rescission of Review

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.213(d)(1), the
Department will rescind an
administrative review if the party that
requested the review withdraws its
request within 90 days of the
publication date of the notice of
initiation of the requested review.
Selenis withdrew its review request
before the 90-day deadline, and no other
party requested an administrative
review of the antidumping duty order.
Therefore, in accordance with 19 CFR
351.213(d)(1), we are rescinding this
administrative review in its entirety.

Assessment

The Department will instruct U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to
assess antidumping duties on all
appropriate entries of polyethylene
terephthalate resin from Canada.
Antidumping duties shall be assessed at
rates equal to the cash deposit of
estimated antidumping duties required
at the time of entry, or withdrawal from
warehouse, for consumption in
accordance with 19 CFR
351.212(c)(1)(i). The Department
intends to issue appropriate assessment
instructions to CBP 15 days after the
date of publication of this notice in the
Federal Register.

Notification to Importers

This notice also serves as a final
reminder to importers for whom this
review is being rescinded of their
responsibility under 19 CFR
351.402(f)(2) to file a certificate
regarding the reimbursement of
antidumping duties prior to liquidation
of the relevant entries during this
review period. Failure to comply with
this requirement could result in the
Secretary’s presumption that
reimbursement of the antidumping
duties occurred and the subsequent
assessment of double antidumping
duties.

3 See Initiation of Antidumping and

Countervailing Duty Administrative Reviews, 82 FR
31292 (July 6, 2017) (Initiation Notice).

4 See Letter from Selenis, ‘“Administrative Review
of the Antidumping Duty Order on Polyethylene
Terephthalate Resin from Canada: Withdrawal of
Request for Review,” dated August 24, 2017.

Notification Regarding Administrative
Protective Order

This notice also serves as a reminder
to parties subject to administrative
protective orders (APO) of their
responsibility concerning the
disposition of proprietary information
disclosed under APO in accordance
with 19 CFR 351.305. Timely written
notification of the return/destruction of
APO materials or conversion to judicial
protective order is hereby requested.
Failure to comply with the regulations
and terms of an APO is a violation
which is subject to sanction.

This notice is published in
accordance with section 751(a)(1) and
777(i)(1) of the Act, and 19 CFR
351.213(d)(4).

Dated: October 17, 2017.
James Maeder,

Senior Director performing the duties of
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations.

[FR Doc. 2017-22806 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

Notice of Scope Rulings

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

DATES: Applicable October 20, 2017.
SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(the Department) hereby publishes a list
of scope rulings and anticircumvention
determinations made between July 1,
2016, and September 30, 2016,
inclusive. We intend to publish future
lists after the close of the next calendar
quarter.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brenda E. Waters, AD/CVD Operations,
Customs Liaison Unit, Enforcement and
Compliance, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue
NW., Washington, DC 20230; telephone:
202—482—-4735.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The Department’s regulations provide
that the Secretary will publish in the
Federal Register a list of scope rulings
on a quarterly basis.? Our most recent
notification of scope rulings was
published on June 2, 2017.2 This current
notice covers all scope rulings and

1 See 19 CFR 351.225(0).
2 See Notice of Scope Rulings, 82 FR 26454 (June
2,2017).
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anticircumvention determinations made
by Enforcement and Compliance
between July 1, 2016, and September 30,
2016, inclusive. Subsequent lists will
follow after the close of each calendar
quarter.

Scope Rulings Made Between July 1,
2016 and September 30, 2016

People’s Republic of China

A-570-967 and C-570-968: Aluminum
Extrusions From the People’s Republic of
China

Requestor: Adams Thermal Systems, Inc.;
fittings imported from the PRC (i.e., certain
fittings for oil coolers, certain fittings for
condensers, certain fittings for radiators, a
plug for an oil cooler, a mounting pin for an
oil cooler, and a fastener for an oil cooler)
that are machined from an extruded
aluminum blank are within the scope of the
antidumping and countervailing duty orders;
July 11, 2016.

A-570-814: Carbon Steel Butt-Weld Pipe
Fittings From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Westlake Vinyls CGompany
(Westlake); The component parts of
Westlake’s engineered and manufactured
Pipe Spools that are produced in the PRC and
imported by Westlake are within the scopes
of the antidumping and countervailing duty
orders on Carbon Steel Butt-Weld Pipe
Fittings; Circular Welded Carbon-Quality
Steel Pipe; Circular Welded Austenitic
Stainless Steel Pressure Pipe; and Seamless
Carbon and Alloy Steel Standard, Line, and
Pressure Pipe from the PRC. The Department
determines that the component parts are
subject to the orders when examined
individually in their own right because the
components meet the language of their
respective antidumping and countervailing
duty orders and the 19 CFR 351.225(k)(1)
sources do not exclude them from their
respective orders by virtue of their inclusion
into a larger product; August 15, 2016.

A-570-910 and C-570-911: Circular Welded
Carbon Quality Steel Pipe From the People’s
Republic of China

Requestor: Westlake Vinyls Company
(Westlake); The component parts of
Westlake’s engineered and manufactured
Pipe Spools that are produced in the PRC and
imported by Westlake are within the scopes
of the antidumping and countervailing duty
orders on Carbon Steel Butt-Weld Pipe
Fittings; Circular Welded Carbon-Quality
Steel Pipe; Circular Welded Austenitic
Stainless Steel Pressure Pipe; and Seamless
Carbon and Alloy Steel Standard, Line, and
Pressure Pipe from the PRC. The Department
determines that the component parts are
subject to the orders when examined
individually in their own right because the
components meet the language of their
respective antidumping and countervailing
duty orders and the 19 CFR 351.225(k)(1)
sources do not exclude them from their
respective orders by virtue of their inclusion
into a larger product; August 15, 2016.

A-570-875: Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe
Fittings From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Westinghouse Air Brake
Technologies Corporation (Webtec
Corporation); Webtec Corporation’s cast iron
couplings are outside the scope of the Order
on Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe Fittings
from the People’s Republic of China because
its cast iron couplings meet the exclusion
language of the scope; August 4, 2016.

A-570-875: Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe
Fittings From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Napac, Inc. (Napac); Napac’s
gray iron flanged fittings, as well as Unifit
Mechanical Coupling, Series 4200, six inches
inside diameter and smaller; Unifit
Mechanical Flange Adapter, Series 4426, six
inches inside diameter and smaller;
Rediflange Adapters, Series RFC-2 and
RFC4, six inches inside diameter and
smaller; Compact Flange Reducers, Series
740 and 790, six inches inside diameter and
smaller; and Flange Converters, Series 840,
six inches inside diameter and smaller (the
couplings, adapters, reducers, and
converters), are within the scope of the Order
on Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe Fittings
from the People’s Republic of China because
none of these products meet the scope
exclusion language; September 19, 2016.

A-570-875: Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe
Fittings From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: SIGMA Corporation (SIGMA);
SIGMA'’s various sizes of ductile iron and
stainless steel bolt rings are outside the scope
of the Order on Non-Malleable Cast Iron Pipe
Fittings from the People’s Republic of China
because they do not fulfill the specifications
as described in the scope of the order;
September 20, 2016.

A-570-956 and C-570-957: Seamless Carbon
and Alloy Steel Standard, Line, and Pressure
Pipe From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Westlake Vinyls Company
(Westlake); The component parts of
Westlake’s engineered and manufactured
Pipe Spools that are produced in the PRC and
imported by Westlake are within the scopes
of the antidumping and countervailing duty
orders on Carbon Steel Butt-Weld Pipe
Fittings; Circular Welded Carbon-Quality
Steel Pipe; Circular Welded Austenitic
Stainless Steel Pressure Pipe; and Seamless
Carbon and Alloy Steel Standard, Line, and
Pressure Pipe from the PRC. The Department
determines that the component parts are
subject to the orders when examined
individually in their own right because the
components meet the language of their
respective antidumping and countervailing
duty orders and the 19 CFR 351.225(k)(1)
sources do not exclude them from their
respective orders by virtue of their inclusion
into a larger product; August 15, 2016.

A-570-890: Wooden Bedroom Furniture
From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Delta Enterprise Corporation.
One model of changing station is not covered
by the scope of the antidumping duty order
on wooden bedroom furniture from the
People’s Republic of China because it shares
physical characteristics similar to those of

excluded bookcases or entertainment
systems, and has a flat top with a permanent
guard rail. Five models of changing stations
are covered by the scope of the antidumping
duty order on wooden bedroom furniture
from the People’s Republic of China. They
are not sufficiently distinguishable from
dressers and other subject wooden bedroom
furniture because they do not satisfy all of
the criterion established to exclude changing
tables from the scope, have drawers that are
adequate for storing clothing, and are
bedroom (nursery) furniture; August 3, 2016.

A-570-890: Wooden Bedroom Furniture
From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Bassett Mirror Company, Inc.
Eight chests are not covered by the scope of
the antidumping duty order on wooden
bedroom furniture from the People’s
Republic of China because they either lack
the capacity to store clothing or their
decorative characteristics and how they are
portrayed in advertising distinguish them
from wooden bedroom chests; August 16,
2016.

A-570-890: Wooden Bedroom Furniture
From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Curations Limited. Eight chests
are covered by the scope of the antidumping
duty order on wooden bedroom furniture
from the People’s Republic of China because
they are adequate for storing clothing, they
have no unique decorative aspects to
distinguish them from bedroom furniture,
and they have been held out as suitable for
the bedroom. Six stands and side tables are
covered by the scope of the antidumping
duty order on wooden bedroom furniture
from the People’s Republic of China because
they have dimensions consistent with
nightstands and have been held out as
nightstands, bedside tables, or bedside
chests. Five mirrors are not covered by the
scope of the antidumping duty order on
wooden bedroom furniture from the People’s
Republic of China because they are not part
of Chinese-made mirror-dresser sets and are
not marketed in conjunction with dressers
made in the PRC; August 17, 2016.

A-570-890: Wooden Bedroom Furniture
From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: B]’'s Wholesale Club Inc. The
Bombay Chest under consideration is not
covered by the scope of the antidumping
duty order on wooden bedroom furniture
from the People’s Republic of China because
the chest’s decorative characteristics and
how the chest was portrayed in advertising
distinguish the chest from bedroom chests;
August 17, 2016.

A-570-890: Wooden Bedroom Furniture
From the People’s Republic of China

Requestor: Bassett Mirror Company, Inc.
Four chests are not covered by the scope of
the antidumping duty order on wooden
bedroom furniture from the People’s
Republic of China because they are either
part of a coordinated non-bedroom furniture
set, advertised as non-bedroom occasional
chests, not appropriate for storing clothing,
have decorative design characteristics which
distinguish them from wooded bedroom
chests, and/or other indications that the chest
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is an occasional chest rather than a bedroom
chest; August 17, 2016.

Interested parties are invited to
comment on the completeness of this
list of completed scope inquiries. Any
comments should be submitted to the
Deputy Assistant Secretary for AD/CVD
Operations, Enforcement and
Compliance, International Trade
Administration, 1401 Constitution
Avenue NW., APO/Dockets Unit, Room
18022, Washington, DC 20230.

This notice is published in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.225(0).

Dated: October 16, 2017.
James Maeder,

Senior Director performing the duties of
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Antidumping
and Countervailing Duty Operations.

[FR Doc. 2017-22804 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF701

Taking and Importing Marine
Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to U.S. Navy Training and
Testing Activities in the Hawaii-
Southern California Training and
Testing Study Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application for
Letters of Authorization; request for
comments and information.

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request
from the U.S. Navy (Navy) for
authorization to take marine mammals
incidental to training and testing
activities conducted in the Hawaii-
Southern California Training and
Testing (HSTT) Study Area for a period
of five years, from December 26, 2018
through December 25, 2023. Pursuant to
regulations implementing the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS
is announcing receipt of the Navy’s
request for the development and
implementation of regulations
governing the incidental taking of
marine mammals. NMFS invites the
public to provide information,
suggestions, and comments on the
Navy’s application and request.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than November 20,
2017.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the
application should be addressed to Jolie

Harrison, Chief, Permits and
Conservation Division, Office of
Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service. Physical comments
should be sent to 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 and
electronic comments should be sent to
ITP.Egger@noaa.gov.

Instructions: NMFS is not responsible
for comments sent by any other method,
to any other address or individual, or
received after the end of the comment
period. Comments received
electronically, including all
attachments, must not exceed a 25-
megabyte file size. Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word or Excel or Adobe PDF
file formats only. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted to the
Internet at www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/
permits/incidental/military.htm without
change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit confidential business
information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephanie Egger, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—8401. An
electronic copy of the Navy’s
application may be obtained online at:
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental/military.htm. In case of
problems accessing these documents,
please call the contact listed above.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary)
to allow, upon request, the incidental,
but not intentional taking of small
numbers of marine mammals by U.S.
citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing)
within a specified geographic region if
certain findings are made and either
regulations are issued or, if the taking is
limited to harassment, notice of a
proposed authorization is provided to
the public for review.

An authorization for incidental
takings shall be granted if NMFS finds
that the taking will have a negligible
impact on the species or stock(s), will
not have an unmitigable adverse impact
on the availability of the species or
stock(s) for subsistence uses (where
relevant), and if the permissible
methods of taking and requirements
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring
and reporting of such takings are set
forth.

NMFS has defined “negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact
resulting from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect
the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

The MMPA states that the term “take”
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill
any marine mammal.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: Any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i)
has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

The National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2004 (Pub. L. 108—
136) removed the ‘“small numbers” and
“specified geographical region”
limitations indicated above and
amended the definition of “harassment”
as it applies to a “‘military readiness
activity” to read as follows (Section
3(18)(B) of the MMPA): (i) Any act that
injures or has the significant potential to
injure a marine mammal or marine
mammal stock in the wild (Level A
Harassment); or (ii) Any act that
disturbs or is likely to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of natural
behavioral patterns, including, but not
limited to, migration, surfacing, nursing,
breeding, feeding, or sheltering, to a
point where such behavioral patterns
are abandoned or significantly altered
(Level B Harassment).

Summary of Request

On October 12, 2017, NMFS received
an adequate and complete application
from the Navy requesting authorization
for take of marine mammals, by Level A
and B harassment, incidental to
training, testing, and routine military
operations (all categorized as military
readiness activities) from the use of
sonar and other transducers, in-water
detonations, airguns, and pile driving.
In addition, the Navy is requesting
authorization of three takes of large
whales by serious injury or mortality
resulting from vessel strikes. The
requested regulations would be valid for
five years, from 2018 through 2023.

This will be the third time NMFS has
promulgated incidental take regulations
pursuant to the MMPA relating to
similar military readiness activities in


http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental/military.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental/military.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental/military.htm
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental/military.htm
mailto:ITP.Egger@noaa.gov
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HSTT, following those effective from
January 5, 2009, through January 5,
2014, (74 FR 1456; January 12, 2009)
and from December 24, 2013, through
December 24, 2018 (78 FR 78106;
December 24, 2013).

Description of the Specified Activity

The HSTT Study Area includes areas
in the north-central Pacific Ocean, from
Southern California west to Hawaii and
the International Date Line, and
including the Hawaii and Southern
California (SOCAL) Range Complexes,
as well as the Silver Strand Training
Complex and overlaps a portion of the
Point Mugu Sea Range. The Hawaii
Range Complex encompasses ocean
areas around the Hawaiian Islands,
extending from 16 degrees north
latitude to 43 degrees north latitude and
from 150 degrees west longitude to the
International Date Line. The SOCAL
Range Complex is located
approximately between Dana Point and
San Diego, California, and extends
southwest into the Pacific Ocean and
also includes a small portion of the
Point Mugu Sea Range. The Silver
Strand Training Complex is an
integrated set of training areas located
on and adjacent to the Silver Strand, a
narrow, sandy isthmus separating the
San Diego Bay from the Pacific Ocean.
Please refer to Figure 1-1 of the
application for a map of the HSTT
Study Area, Figures 2—1 to 2—4 for the
Hawaii Operating Area (where the
majority of training and testing activities
occur within the Hawaii Range
Complex), Figures 2—5 to 2-7 for the
SOCAL Range Complex, and Figure 2—
8 for the Silver Strand Training
Complex. The following types of
training and testing, which are classified
as military readiness activities pursuant
to section 315(f) of Public Law 101-314
(16 U.S.C. 703), are included in the
specified activity described in the
Navy’s application: amphibious warfare
(in-water detonations), anti-submarine
warfare (sonar and other transducers, in-
water detonations), surface warfare (in-
water detonations), mine warfare (sonar
and other transducers, in-water
detonations), and other (sonar and other
transducers, pile driving, air guns).

The Navy’s application includes
proposed mitigation measures for
marine mammals that would be
implemented during training and testing
activities in the HSTT Study Area.
Proposed procedural mitigation
measures generally include: (1) The use
of one or more trained lookouts to
diligently observe for specific biological
resources within a mitigation zone, (2)
requirements for lookouts to
immediately communicate sightings of

specific biological resources to the
appropriate watch station for
information dissemination, and (3)
requirements for the watch station to
implement mitigation (e.g., halt an
activity) until certain recommencement
conditions have been met. Mitigation
measures are also proposed for specific
mitigation areas and consist of a variety
of measures in those areas including,
but not limited to: Conducting a limited
number of major training exercises per
year, not planning or avoiding planning
major training exercises, minimizing or
not conducting active sonar, conducting
a limited amount of hull-mounted mid-
frequency active sonar per year, and not
expending explosive or non-explosive
ordnance.

The Navy also proposes to undertake
monitoring and reporting efforts to track
compliance with incidental take
authorizations and to help investigate
the effectiveness of implemented
mitigation measures in the HSTT Study
Area. This can include Adaptive
Management, the Integrated
Comprehensive Monitoring Program,
the Strategic Planning Process, and
Annual Monitoring and Exercise and
Testing Reports. As an example, under
the Integrated Comprehensive
Monitoring Program, the monitoring
relating to the effects of Navy training
and testing activities on protected
marine species are designed to increase
the understanding of the likely
occurrence of marine mammals in the
vicinity of the action (i.e., presence,
abundance, distribution, and density of
species) and to increase the
understanding of the nature, scope, or
context of the likely exposure of marine
mammals to any of the potential
stressors associated with the action.

Information Solicited

Interested persons may submit
information, suggestions, and comments
concerning the Navy’s request (see
ADDRESSES). NMFS will consider all
information, suggestions, and comments
related to the request during the
development of proposed regulations
governing the incidental taking of
marine mammals by the Navy, if
appropriate.

Dated: October 16, 2017.

Cathryn E. Tortorici,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-22733 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF690

Fisheries Off West Coast States;
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Seabird Cable Strike
Mitigation Workshop; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: Emerging seabird mitigation
technologies will be discussed at the
Seabird Cable Strike Mitigation
Workshop.

DATES: The meeting will be held
November 7, 2017, from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., and November 8, 2017, from
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Pacific Standard
Time.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the NOAA Western Regional Center,
Building 9 (Kelly C. Sandy III
Auditorium), 7600 Sand Point Way NE.,
Seattle, WA 98115. For information on
building access, see SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anne Marie Eich, 907-586-7172, or
Vanessa Tuttle, 206—860—3479.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Seabirds
congregate around trawlers to feed on
offal putting them at risk of colliding
with cables (trawl warps and data
cables) that run aft of trawlers. Cable
strikes are a known source of seabird
mortality, particularly on at-sea factory
trawlers (referred to as catcher/
processors). Research projects observing
seabird cable strikes have been
conducted in the Alaska catcher/
processor fleet targeting pollock in the
Bering Sea and in the West Coast at-sea
hake fishery. Data from both studies
indicate that estimated mortalities for
cable strikes are greater than observed
mortalities collected as part of typical
observer duties. To address this issue,
NMFS will host a 1.5-day workshop on
gear modification strategies for reducing
seabird cable strike mortality in West
Coast trawl (hake) fisheries. The goal is
to develop mitigation strategies that
reduce cable strikes and could be used
by both West Coast hake and Alaska
pollock trawlers. This collaborative
workshop will bring together the at-sea
processing industry, engineers,
biologists and fisheries managers to
develop innovative, practical gear-
modifications for reducing seabird cable
strike mortality.
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Special Accommodations

This workshop will be physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Vanessa Tuttle,
206—860-3479, at least 10 working days
prior to the meeting date.

Building Access

All visitors to the NOAA Western
Regional Center’s facility should bring
one of the following forms of
identification:

e Enhanced Driver’s License from the
states of Washington, Minnesota, and
New York

U.S. Passport

U.S. Passport Card

U.S. Department of Defense CAC
U.S. Federal agency HSPD—12
compliant ID cards

U.S. Veterans ID

e U.S. Military Dependent’s ID Card
e U.S. Trusted Traveler Card—Global

Entry, SENTRI, or NEXUS
e U.S. Transportation Workers

Identification Credential (TWIC)

o State issued Real ID Compliant

Driver’s Licenses and Identification

Cards.

Visitors who are foreign nationals
(defined as a person who is not a citizen
or national of the United States) will
require additional security clearance to
access the NMFS Northwest Fisheries
Science Center. Foreign national visitors
should contact Vanessa Tuttle, 206—
860-3479, at least 10 working days prior
to the meeting date to initiate the
security clearance process.

Dated: October 17, 2017.
Emily H. Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2017-22822 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Procurement List;
Proposed Addition and Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Proposed addition to and
deletions from the Procurement List.

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing
to add a service to the Procurement List
that will be provided by a nonprofit
agency employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities,
and deletes a product and service
previously furnished by such agencies.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before November 19, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, 1401 S. Clark Street, Suite
715, Arlington, Virginia 22202-4149.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information or to submit
comments contact Amy B. Jensen,
Telephone: (703) 603—7740, Fax: (703)
603-0655, or email CMTEFedReg@
AbilityOne.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published pursuant to 41
U.S.C. 8503(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3. Its
purpose is to provide interested persons
an opportunity to submit comments on
the proposed actions.

Addition

If the Committee approves the
proposed addition, the entities of the
Federal Government identified in this
notice will be required to procure the
service listed below from the nonprofit
agency employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities.

The following service is proposed for
addition to the Procurement List for
production by the nonprofit agency
listed:

Service

Service Type: Custodial Service

Mandatory for: U.S. Army Reserve, Melvin Y
Mora USARGC, Bldgs. 30, 40, 41 & 44, 191
Soldiers Drive, St. Charles, MO

Mandatory Source(s) of Supply: MGI Services
Corporation, St. Louis, MO

Contracting Activity: Dept of the Army,
W6QM MICC Ft McCoy (RC)

Deletions

The following product and service are
proposed for deletion from the
Procurement List:

Product

NSN(s)—Product Name(s): 8470—00-NSH—
0031—Center Mounted Weapon Harness

Mandatory Source(s) of Supply: Employment
Source, Inc., Fayetteville, NC

Contracting Activity: Army Contracting
Command—Aberdeen Proving Ground,
Natick Contracting Division

Service

Service Type: Janitorial/Custodial Service

Mandatory for: GSA, Parking Facilities:
Spring and Pearl Streets, Columbus, OH

Mandatory Source(s) of Supply: VGS, Inc.,
Cleveland, OH

Contracting Activity: GSA, Public Buildings
Service, Acquisition Management
Division

Amy B. Jensen,

Director, Business Operations.

[FR Doc. 2017-22823 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6353-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Army

Advisory Committee on Arlington
National Cemetery Meeting Notice
AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD.

ACTION: Notice of open committee
meeting.

SUMMARY: The Department of the Army
is publishing this notice to announce
the following Federal advisory
committee meeting of the Advisory
Committee on Arlington National
Cemetery (ACANC). The meeting is
open to the public. For more
information about the Committee,
please visit: http://www.arlington
cemetery.mil/About/Advisory-
Committee-on-Arlington-National-
Cemetery/ACANC-Meetings.

DATES: The Committee will meet on
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ADDRESSES: Arlington National
Cemetery Welcome Center, Arlington
National Cemetery, Arlington, VA
22211.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Timothy Keating; Alternate Designated
Federal Officer for the Committee, in
writing at Arlington National Cemetery,
Arlington, VA 22211, or by email at
timothy.p.keating.civ@mail.mil, or by
phone at 1-877—907-8585.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting is being held under the
provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act of 1972 (5 U.S.C.,
Appendix, as amended), the Sunshine
in the Government Act of 1976 (U.S.C.
552b, as amended) and 41 Code of the
Federal Regulations (CFR 102-3.150).

Purpose of the Meeting: The Advisory
Committee on Arlington National
Cemetery is an independent Federal
advisory committee chartered to provide
the Secretary of the Army independent
advice and recommendations on
Arlington National Cemetery, including,
but not limited to, cemetery
administration, the erection of
memorials at the cemetery, and master
planning for the cemetery. The
Secretary of the Army may act on the
Committee’s advice and
recommendations.

Agenda: The Committee will receive
an engineering update on the status of
the Millennium Project and the Tomb of
Remembrance; results of a survey to
measure family satisfaction with ANGC; a
presentation interagency cooperation
concerning cemetery standards and
measures and Contracting Officer
Representative training; and an update
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concerning the national dialogue and
public survey in response to Public Law
114-158.

Public’s Accessibility to the Meeting:
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b and 41 CFR
102-3.140 through 102-3.165, and the
availability of space, this meeting is
open to the public. Seating is on a first-
come basis. The Arlington National
Cemetery conference room is readily
accessible to and usable by persons with
disabilities. For additional information
about public access procedures, contact
Mr. Timothy Keating, the
subcommittee’s Alternate Designated
Federal Officer, at the email address or
telephone number listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.

Written Comments and Statements:
Pursuant to 41 CFR 102-3.105(j) and
102—-3.140 and section 10(a)(3) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, the
public or interested organizations may
submit written comments or statements
to the Committee, in response to the
stated agenda of the open meeting or in
regard to the Committee’s mission in
general. Written comments or
statements should be submitted to Mr.
Timothy Keating, the Alternate
Designated Federal Officer, via
electronic mail, the preferred mode of
submission, at the address listed in the
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section. Each page of the comment or
statement must include the author’s
name, title or affiliation, address, and
daytime phone number. Written
comments or statements being
submitted in response to the agenda set
forth in this notice must be received by
the Designated Federal Officer at least
seven business days prior to the meeting
to be considered by the Committee. The
Designated Federal Officer will review
all timely submitted written comments
or statements with the Committee
Chairperson, and ensure the comments
are provided to all members of the
Committee before the meeting. Written
comments or statements received after
this date may not be provided to the
Committee until its next meeting.
Pursuant to 41 CFR 102-3.140d, the
Committee is not obligated to allow a
member of the public to speak or
otherwise address the Committee during
the meeting. Members of the public will
be permitted to make verbal comments
during the Committee meeting only at
the time and in the manner described
below. If a member of the public is
interested in making a verbal comment
at the open meeting, that individual
must submit a request, with a brief
statement of the subject matter to be
addressed by the comment, at least three
(3) business days in advance to the
Committee’s Designated Federal

Official, via electronic mail, the
preferred mode of submission, at the
addresses listed in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section. The
Designated Federal Official will log each
request, in the order received, and in
consultation with the Committee Chair
determine whether the subject matter of
each comment is relevant to the
Committee’s mission and/or the topics
to be addressed in this public meeting.
A 15-minute period near the end of
meeting may be available for public
comments. Members of the public who
have requested to make a comment and
whose comments have been deemed
relevant under the process described
above, will be allotted no more than
three (3) minutes during this period,
and will be invited to speak in the order
in which their requests were received by
the Designated Federal Official.

Brenda S. Bowen,

Army Federal Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-22785 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-03-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Army

Advisory Committee on Arlington
National Cemetery, Honor
Subcommittee and the Remember and
Explore Subcommittee Meeting Notice

AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD.

ACTION: Notice of open subcommittee
meetings.

SUMMARY: The Department of the Army
is publishing this notice to announce
the following Federal advisory
subcommittee meetings of the Honor
subcommittee and the Remember and
Explore subcommittee of the Advisory
Committee on Arlington National
Cemetery (ACANC). These meetings are
open to the public. For more
information about the Committee and
the Subcommittees, please visit: http://
www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/
Advisory-Committee-on-Arlington-
National-Cemetery/ACANC-Meetings.

DATES: The Honor subcommittee will
meet on Tuesday, November 7, 2017
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The
Remember and Explore subcommittee
will meet on Wednesday, November 8,
2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

ADDRESSES: The Honor Subcommittee
and the Remember & Explore
subcommittees will meet in the
Welcome Center Conference Room,
Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington,
VA 22211.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Timothy Keating; Alternate Designated
Federal Officer for the subcommittees,
in writing at Arlington National
Cemetery, Arlington, VA 22211, or by
email at timothy.p.keating.civ@mail.mil,
or by phone at 1-877-907-8585.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: These
subcommittee meetings are being held
under the provisions of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act of 1972 (5
U.S.C., Appendix, as amended), the
Sunshine in the Government Act of
1976 (U.S.C. 552b, as amended) and 41
Code of the Federal Regulations (CFR
102-3.150).

Purpose of the Meetings: The
Advisory Committee on Arlington
National Cemetery is an independent
Federal advisory committee chartered to
provide the Secretary of the Army
independent advice and
recommendations on Arlington National
Cemetery, including, but not limited to,
cemetery administration, the erection of
memorials at the cemetery, and master
planning for the cemetery. The
Secretary of the Army may act on the
committee’s advice and
recommendations. The primary purpose
of the Honor subcommittee is to
accomplish an independent assessment
of methods to address the long-term
future of the Army national cemeteries,
including how best to extend the active
burials and what ANC should focus on
once all available space is used.

The primary purpose of the
Remember & Explore Subcommittee is
to recommend methods to maintain the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
Monument, including the cracks in the
large marble sarcophagus, the adjacent
marble slabs, and the potential
replacement marble stone for the
sarcophagus already gifted to the Army;
accomplish an independent assessment
of requests to place commemorative
monuments; and identify means to
capture and convey ANC’s history,
including Section 60 gravesite
mementos, and improve the quality of
visitors’ experiences now and for
generations to come.

Agenda: The Honor subcommittee
will receive an update concerning the
national dialogue and public survey in
response to Public Law 114-158; an
update to the renovation plans for the
ANC Administrative building; and a
presentation regarding timelines
involved with Full Military Honor
Funerals at ANC. The Remember and
Explore subcommittee will receive a
presentation on how “Smart City”
technology developments might be used
to enhance the visitor experience at
ANCG; an update to the horticultural plan
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supporting the iconic image of ANC;
and a briefing on the status of all
commemorative monuments within and
proposed for erection at the cemetery.
Public’s Accessibility to the Meeting:
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b and 41 CFR
102-3.140 through 102-3.165, and the
availability of space, this meeting is
open to the public. Seating is on a first-
come basis. The ANC Welcome Center
Conference room is readily accessible to
and usable by persons with disabilities.
For additional information about public
access procedures, contact Mr. Timothy
Keating, the Alternate Designated
Federal Officer, at the email address or
telephone number listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section.
Written Comments and Statements:
Pursuant to 41 CFR 102-3.105(j) and
102—-3.140 and section 10(a)(3) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, the
public or interested organizations may
submit written comments or statements
to the subcommittee, in response to the
stated agenda of the open meeting or in
regard to the subcommittee’s mission in
general. Written comments or
statements should be submitted to Mr.
Timothy Keating, the subcommittee’s
Alternate Designated Federal Officer,
via electronic mail, the preferred mode
of submission, at the address listed in
the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
section. Each page of the comment or
statement must include the author’s
name, title or affiliation, address, and
daytime phone number. Written
comments or statements being
submitted in response to the agenda set
forth in this notice must be received by
the Designated Federal Officer at least
seven business days prior to the meeting
to be considered by the subcommittee.
The Designated Federal Officer will
review all timely submitted written
comments or statements with the
respective subcommittee Chairperson,
and ensure the comments are provided
to all members of the subcommittee
before the meeting. Written comments
or statements received after this date
may not be provided to the
subcommittee until its next meeting.
Pursuant to 41 CFR 102-3.140d, the
subcommittee is not obligated to allow
the public to speak or otherwise address
the subcommittee during the meeting.
However, interested persons may
submit a written statement or a request
to speak for consideration by the
subcommittee. After reviewing any
written statements or requests
submitted, the subcommittee
Chairperson and the Designated Federal
Officer may choose to invite certain
submitters to present their comments
verbally during the open portion of this
meeting or at a future meeting. The

Designated Federal Officer in
consultation with the subcommittee
Chairperson, may allot a specific
amount of time for submitters to present
their comments verbally.

Brenda S. Bowen,

Army Federal Register Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-22788 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-03-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Defense Acquisition Regulations
System

[Docket DARS-2017-0006]

Negotiation of a Follow on Reciprocal
Defense Procurement Memorandum of
Understanding With the Ministry of
Defence of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
With the Republic of Finland

AGENCY: Department of Defense (DoD).
ACTION: Request for public comments.

SUMMARY: On behalf of the United States
Government, DoD is contemplating
negotiating and concluding two follow
on Reciprocal Defense Procurement
(RDP) Memoranda of Understanding
(MOU) with the Ministry of Defence of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and with the
Republic of Finland, respectively. DoD
is requesting industry feedback
regarding its experience in public
defense procurements conducted by or
on behalf of the United Kingdom (UK)
Ministry of Defence and by or on behalf
of the Republic of Finland (Finland)
Ministry of Defence.

DATES: Comments must be received by
November 20, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments to
Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Attn: Ms. Patricia Foley, 3060
Defense Pentagon, Room 5E621,
Washington, DC 20301-3060; or by
email to patricia.g.foley.civ@mail.mil.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Patricia Foley, Senior Procurement
Analyst, Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition, Technology
and Logistics (OUSD(AT&L)), Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy,
Contract Policy and International
Contracting; Room 5E621, 3060 Defense
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-3060;
telephone 703-693—-1145.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: DoD has
concluded RDP MOUs with 27
“qualifying” countries at the level of the
Secretary of Defense and his
counterpart. The purpose of a RDP MOU
is to promote rationalization,
standardization, and interoperability of

conventional defense equipment with
allies and other friendly governments.
These MOUs provide a framework for
ongoing communication regarding
market access and procurement matters
that enhance effective defense
cooperation.

RDP MOUs generally include
language by which the Parties agree that
their defense procurements will be
conducted in accordance with certain
implementing procedures. These
procedures relate to—

¢ Publication of notices of proposed
purchases;

e The content and availability of
solicitations for proposed purchases;

¢ Notification to each unsuccessful
offeror;

¢ Feedback, upon request, to
unsuccessful offerors concerning the
reasons they were not allowed to
participate in a procurement or were not
awarded a contract; and

e Provision for the hearing and
review of complaints arising in
connection with any phase of the
procurement process to ensure that, to
the extent possible, complaints are
equitably and expeditiously resolved.

Based on the MOU, each country
affords the other country certain
benefits on a reciprocal basis consistent
with national laws and regulations. The
benefits that the United States accords
to the products of qualifying countries
include—

e Offers of qualifying country end
products are evaluated without applying
the price differentials otherwise
required by the Buy American statute
and the Balance of Payments Program;

e The chemical warfare protective
clothing restrictions in 10 U.S.C. 2533a
and the specialty metals restriction in
10 U.S.C. 2533b(a)(1) do not apply to
products manufactured in a qualifying
country; and

¢ Customs, taxes, and duties are
waived for qualifying country end
products and components of defense
procurements.

Both countries have been listed as
“qualifying countries” in the definition
of “qualifying country” at Defense
Federal Acquisition Regulation
Supplement 225.003(10), and offers of
products of the UK and Finland, or that
contain components from these
countries, would continue to be
afforded the benefits available to all
qualifying countries. This also means
that U.S. products would be exempt
from any analogous “Buy National”
laws or policies applicable to
procurements by the Ministry of
Defence of each country.

While DoD is evaluating laws and
regulations in this area, DoD would
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benefit from U.S. industry’s experience
in participating in public defense
procurements issued by these countries.
DoD is, therefore, asking U.S. firms that
have participated or attempted to
participate in procurements by or on
behalf of the UK’s Ministry of Defence
or Finland’s Ministry of Defence to let
us know if the procurements were
conducted with transparency, integrity,
fairness, and due process in accordance
with published procedures, and if not,
the nature of the problems encountered.
DoD is also interested in comments
relating to the degree of reciprocity that
exists between the United States and the
UK Finland when it comes to the
openness of defense procurements to
offers of products from either country.

Jennifer L. Hawes,

Editor, Defense Acquisition Regulations
System.

[FR Doc. 2017-22714 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Agency Information Collection
Extension/Revision

AGENCY: U.S. Department of Energy.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of Energy
(DOE), pursuant to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, intends to
extend for three years, an information
collection request with the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB).
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the extended collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

DATES: Comments regarding this
proposed information collection must
be received on or before December 19,
2017. If you anticipate difficulty in
submitting comments within that
period, contact the person listed below
as soon as possible.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
sent to Sandra K. Dentinger, AU-70/E—

455 Germantown Building, U.S.
Department of Energy, 1000
Independence Ave. SW., Washington,
DC 20585-1290 or by fax at 301-903—
2194, by email at Sandra.Dentinger@
hq.doe.gov, or information about the
collection instruments may be obtained
at: https://energy.gov/ehss/information-
collection.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to the person listed above in
ADDRESSES.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
information collection request contains:
(1) OMB No. 1910-1800; (2) Information
Collection Request Title: Security; (3)
Type of Review: renewal/revision; (4)
Purpose: The collections are used by
DOE to exercise management oversight
and control over its contractors that
provide goods and services for DOE
organizations and activities in
accordance with the terms of their
contracts and the applicable statutory,
regulatory, and mission support
requirements of the Department.
Information collected is for (1) Foreign
Ownership, Control or Influence data
from bidders on DOE contracts requiring
personnel security clearances; and (2)
individuals in the process of applying
for a security clearance/access
authorization or who already holds one.
The collections are: DOE Form 5631.18,
Security Acknowledgement; DOE F
5631.20, Request for Visitor Access
Approval; DOE Form 5631.29, Security
Termination Statement; DOE F 5631.34,
Data Report on Spouse/Cohabitant; DOE
Form 5631.5, The Conduct of Personnel
Security Interviews; DOE Form 5639.3
Report of Security Incident/Infraction;
DOE F 471.1, Security Incident
Notification Report; DOE Form 472.3
Foreign Citizenship Acknowledgement;
DOE Form 473.2, Security Badge
Request; DOE Form 473.3, U.S.
Department of Energy Clearance Access
Request; Influence (e-FOCI) System as
required by DOE Order 470.4B,
Safeguards and Security Program,
Section 2; and the Foreign Access
Central Tracking System (FACTS); (5)
Estimated Number of Respondents:
86,893; (6) Annual Estimated Number of
Total Responses: 86,893; (7) Annual
Estimated Number of Burden Hours:
11,296; (8) Annual Estimated Reporting
and Recordkeeping Cost Burden: 0.

Statutory Authority: Section 641 of
the Department of Energy Organization
Act, codified at 42 U.S.C. 7251, and the
following additional authorities:

DOE F 5631.34, Data Report on
Spouse/Cohabitant: Section 145(b) of

the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as
amended, codified at 42 U.S.C. 2165;
Executive Order 12968 (August 2, 1995);
Executive Order 10865 (February 20,
1960); Executive Order 10450 (April 27,
1953); DOE O 472.2 (]uly 21, 2011).

Security Incident Notification Report
and Report of Preliminary Security
Incident/Infraction (DOE F 471.1 and
DOE F 5639.3): Executive Order 13526
(December 29, 2009); 32 CFR part 2001;
DOE O 470.4B (July 21, 2011).

DOE F 5631.20, Request for Visitor
Access Approval: Section 145(b) of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended,
codified at 42 U.S.C. 2165.

DOE Form 5631.18, Security
Acknowledgement: Section 145(b) of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended,
codified at 42 U.S.C. 2165; Executive
Order 13526 (December 29, 2009);
Executive Order 10865 (Feb. 20, 1960);
Executive Order 10450 (April 27, 1953);
DOE O 5631.2C (February 17, 1994).

DOE Form 5631.29, Security
Termination Statement: Section 145(b)
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as
amended, codified at 42 U.S.C. 2165;
Executive Order 13526 (December 29,
2009); Executive Order 10865 (Feb. 20,
1960); Executive Order 10450 (Apr. 27,
1953); 32 CFR part 2001; DOE O 472.2
(July 21, 2011).

DOE Form 5631.5, The Conduct of
Personnel Security Interviews: 10 CFR
part 710; Executive Order 12968 (Aug.
2, 1995); Executive Order 10450 (April
27,1953); DOE Order 472.2 (July 21,
2011).

DOE F 471.1, Security Incident
Notification Report; DOE Form 472.3
Foreign Citizenship Acknowledgement;
and DOE Form 473.2, Security Badge
Request; the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended, and by Executive Orders
13764, 10865, and 13526.

Electronic Foreign Ownership, Control
or Influence (e-FOCI) System: Executive
Order 12829 (January 6, 1993); DOE O
470.4B (July 21, 2011).

Foreign Access Central Tracking
System (FACTS): Presidential Decision
Directive 61 (February 1999); DOE O
142.3A (October 14, 2010).

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 28,
2017.

Stephanie K. Martin,

Director, Office of Resource Management,
Office of Environment, Health, Safety and
Security.

[FR Doc. 2017-22799 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Energy Information Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request; Generic Clearance
for the Collection of Qualitative
Feedback on Agency Service Delivery

AGENCY: U.S. Energy Information
Administration, Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: EIA intends to extend with
changes for three years with the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) its
Generic Information Collection Request
(Generic ICR): “Generic Clearance for
the Collection of Qualitative Feedback
on Agency Service Delivery” under
OMB Control No. 1905-0210. As part of
a Federal Government-wide effort to
streamline the process to seek feedback
from the public on service delivery, this
generic clearance enables EIA to collect
customer and stakeholder feedback in
an efficient, timely manner, in
accordance with our commitment to
ensure that our programs are effective,
meet our customers’ needs, and receive
feedback on improving service delivery
to the public.

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by December 19,
2017. If you anticipate difficulty in
submitting comments within that
period, contact the person listed in
ADDRESSES as soon as possible.
ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
sent to Jacob Bournazian, U.S. Energy
Information Administration, 1000
Independence Avenue SW., EI-21
Washington, DC 20585 or by email at
jacob.bournazian@eia.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
supporting statement should be directed
to Jacob Bournazian, U.S. Energy
Information Administration, telephone:
202-586-5562, email:
jacob.bournazian@eia.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
proposed information collection activity
provides a means to collect qualitative
customer and stakeholder feedback in
an efficient, timely manner, in
accordance with the Administration’s
commitment to improving service
delivery. By qualitative feedback we
mean information that provides useful
insights on perceptions and opinions,
but are not statistical surveys that yield
quantitative results that can be
generalized to the population of study.
This feedback will provide insights into
customer or stakeholder perceptions,

experiences and expectations. This
feedback also provides an early warning
of issues with service, or focuses
attention on areas where
communication, training or changes in
operations might improve the accuracy
of data reported on survey instruments
or the delivery of products or services.
These collections will allow for
ongoing, collaborative and actionable
communications between the agency
and its customers and stakeholders. It
will also allow feedback to contribute
directly to the improvement of program
management.

This information collection request
contains:

(1) OMB Control No.: 1905-0210;

(2) Information Collection Request
Title: Generic Clearance for the
Collection of Qualitative Feedback on
Agency Service Delivery;

(3) Type of Request: Renewal with
changes;

(4) Purpose: The solicitation of
feedback will target areas such as:
Timeliness, understanding of questions
and terminology used in survey
instruments, perceptions on data
confidentiality and security,
appropriateness and relevancy of
information, accuracy of information,
courtesy, efficiency of service delivery,
and resolution of issues with service
delivery. Responses will be assessed to
plan and inform efforts to improve or
maintain the quality of service offered to
the public. If this information is not
collected, vital feedback from customers
and stakeholders on the agency’s
services will be unavailable.

The agency will only submit a
collection for approval under this
generic clearance if it meets the
following conditions: The collections
are voluntary; The collections are low-
burden for respondents (based on
considerations of total burden hours,
total number of respondents, or burden-
hours per respondent) and are low-cost
for both the respondents and the Federal
Government; The collections are non-
controversial and do not raise issues of
concern to other Federal agencies; Any
collection is targeted to the solicitation
of opinions from respondents who have
experience with the program or may
have experience with the program in the
near future; Personally identifiable
information (PII) is collected only to the
extent necessary for initially contacting
respondents and is not retained;
Information gathered is intended to be
used only internally for general service
improvement, the design, modification,
and evaluation of survey instruments,
modes of data collection, and program
management purposes. It is not
intended for release outside of the

agency (if released, the agency must
indicate the qualitative nature of the
information); Information gathered will
not be used for the purpose of
substantially informing influential
policy decisions; and the collections
will not be designed or expected to
yield statistically reliable results or used
as though the results are generalizable to
the population of study. The
information gathered will only generate
qualitative type of information.
Feedback collected under this generic
clearance provides useful information,
but it does not yield data that can be
generalized to the overall population.
This type of generic clearance for
qualitative information will not be used
for quantitative information collections
that are designed to yield reliably
actionable results, such as monitoring
trends over time or documenting
program performance. Such data uses
require more rigorous designs that
address: The target population to which
generalizations will be made, the
sampling frame, the sample design
(including stratification and clustering),
the precision requirements or power
calculations that justify the proposed
sample size, the expected response rate,
methods for assessing potential non-
response bias, the protocols for data
collection, and any testing procedures
that were or will be undertaken prior to
fielding the study. Depending on the
degree of influence the results are likely
to have, such collections may still be
eligible for submission for other generic
mechanisms that are designed to yield
quantitative results. As a general matter,
information collections will not result
in any new system of records containing
privacy information and will not ask
questions of a sensitive nature, such as
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious
beliefs, and other matters that are
commonly considered private.

(5) Annual Estimated Number of
Respondents: 80,600.

(6) Annual Estimated Number of
Responses: 80,600.

(7) Annual Estimated Number of
Burden Hours: 8,450.

Request for Comments: Comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be summarized and/or included in the
request for OMB approval. Comments
are invited on: (a) Whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
collection of information; (c) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity
of the information to be collected; (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
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collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology;
and (e) estimates of capital or start-up
costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information. Burden means
the total time, effort, or financial
resources expended by persons to
generate, maintain, retain, disclose or
provide information to or for a Federal
agency. This includes the time needed
to review instructions; to develop,
acquire, install and utilize technology
and systems for the purpose of
collecting, validating and verifying
information, processing and
maintaining information, and disclosing
and providing information; to train
personnel and to be able to respond to

a collection of information, to search
data sources, to complete and review
the collection of information; and to
transmit or otherwise disclose the
information. All written comments will
be available for public inspection at
www.Regulations.gov. Comments
submitted in response to this notice may
be made available to the public through
relevant Web sites. For this reason,
please do not include in your comments
information of a confidential nature,
such as sensitive personal information
or proprietary information. If you send
an email comment; your email address
will be automatically captured and
included as part of the comment that is
placed in the public docket and made
available on the Internet. Please note
that responses to this public comment
request containing any routine notice
about the confidentiality of the
communication will be treated as public
comments that may be made available to
the public notwithstanding the
inclusion of the routine notice. An
agency may not conduct or sponsor, and
a person is not required to respond to,

a collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid Office of
Management and Budget control
number.

Statutory Authority: Executive Order

(E.O.) 13571, Streamlining Service Delivery
and Improving Customer Service.

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 24,
2017.
Nanda Srinivasan,

Director, Office of Survey Development and
Statistical Integration, U.S. Energy
Information Administration.

[FR Doc. 2017-22802 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

U.S. Energy Information
Administration

Notice and Request for Comments

AGENCY: U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA), Department of
Energy.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: EIA, pursuant to the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
intends to extend with changes for three
years with the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) Form EIA-63C
Densified Biomass Fuel Report. Form
EIA-63C collects data on pellet fuel and
other densified biomass fuel production,
sales, and inventory levels from
operators of U.S. pellet fuel
manufacturing facilities. The data
collected is used for the purpose of
estimating densified biomass fuel
consumption in the United States, as
well as production, sales, and inventory
at state, regional, and national levels.

DATES: Comments regarding this
proposed information collection must
be received on or before December 19,
2017. If you anticipate difficulty in
submitting comments within that
period, contact the person listed in
ADDRESSES as soon as possible.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
sent to Connor Murphy, U.S.
Department of Energy, EI-23, 1000
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 2058, or by email at
DensifiedBiomass2018@eia.gov. The
draft form and instructions are available
at https://www.eia.gov/survey/#eia-63c.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Connor Murphy at 202-287—
5982, or by email at Connor.Murphy@
elia.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Comments
are invited on: (a) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques

or other forms of information
technology.

This information collection request
contains:

(1) OMB No.: 1905-0209;

(2) Information Collection Request
Title: Densified Biomass Fuel Report;

(3) Type of Request: Renewal, with
Changes;

(4) Purpose: Form EIA-63C Densified
Biomass Fuel Report is part of EIA’s
comprehensive energy data program.
The survey collects information on the
manufacture, shipment, exports, energy
characteristics, and sales of pellet fuels
and other densified biomass fuel
products data from facilities that
manufacture densified biomass fuel
products, primarily pellet fuels, for
energy applications. The data collected
is a primary source of information for
the nation’s growing production of
biomass products for heating and
electric power generation, for both
domestic use and export markets.

(4a) Proposed Changes to Information
Collection: To reduce reporting burden,
EIA proposes to eliminate the following
seven questions: Part 2 Question 2.2
“What is the operational month” Part 2
Question 2.4 “What is the total installed
horsepower of the pellet extrusion
machinery at this facility”’; Part 2.
Question 2.5 “If the pellet extrusion
machinery was not fully utilized during
the month, choose the applicable
explanation” and all of explanation
selection choices”; Part 2. Question 2.6
“What is the planned maximum annual
production capacity at this facility”’;
Part 2. Question 2.7 “What is the
planned total installed horsepower of
the pellet extrusion machinery at this
facility”’; Part 3. Question 3.2 “In the
reporting period, did the mill utilize any
portion of the above feedstock for uses
other than transformation into densified
biomass products, such as to operate the
mill, produce electricity (combined heat
and power) or other beneficial use of
energy produced (such as heating/
cooling)”’; Part 4. Question 4.2, Delete
the column for reporting “Export Port.”
Respondents will continue to report on
all other data elements in section 4.2.
EIA is proposing to delete these data
elements based on consultations with
respondents during the collection cycle.
The questions that EIA proposes to
delete were questions that respondents
stated were either confusing or difficult
to answer, or are questions that EIA
receives too few responses to allow
publication because of the data
confidentiality rules that EIA applies to
the aggregate statistical estimates. EIA is
also proposing to change the due date
for annual respondents (small biomass
fuel manufacturers having a capacity of
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less than 10,000 tons per year or
planned facilities) from February 1 to
June 1 to coincide with the industry’s
off-season and ease their burden during
their busiest time of the year.
Respondents that need to file annually
will only need to report limited data in
Parts 1 and 2 of the form.

(5) Annual Estimated Number of
Respondents: 105;

(6) Annual Estimated Number of
Total Responses: 1095;

(7) Annual Estimated Number of
Burden Hours: 1,516;

(8) Annual Estimated Reporting and
Recordkeeping Cost Burden: The cost of
the burden hours is estimated to be
$111,699 (1,516 burden hours times
$73.66 per hour). EIA estimates that
there are no additional costs to
respondents associated with the survey
other than the costs associated with the
burden hours.

Statutory Authority: Section 13(b) of the
Federal Energy Administration Act of 1974,
Pub. L. 93-275, codified at 15 U.S.C. 772(b)
and the DOE Organization Act of 1977, Pub.
L. 95-91, codified at 42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.

Issued in Washington, DC, on October 11,
2017.
Nanda Srinivasan,

Director, Office of Survey Development and
Statistical Integration, U.S. Energy
Information Administration.

[FR Doc. 2017-22798 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Energy Information Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Extension

AGENCY: U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA), Department of
Energy.

ACTION: Agency Information Collection
Activities: Information Collection
Extension; notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: EIA, pursuant to the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
intends to extend without changes for
three years with the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Form
EIA-111, Quarterly Electricity Imports
and Exports Report. Form EIA-111
collects U.S. electricity import and
export data for the purpose of measuring
the flow of electricity into and out of the
United States from Canada and Mexico.
DATES: Comments regarding this
proposed information collection must
be received on or before December 19,
2017. If you anticipate difficulty in
submitting comments within that

period, contact the person listed in
ADDRESSES as soon as possible.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
sent to Tosha Beckford, U.S. Energy
Information Administration, EI-23,
1000 Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20585 or by email to
Electricity2018@eia.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Tosha Beckford at 202—-287—
6597 or by email at Tosha.Beckford@
eia.gov. The draft form and instructions
are available at https://www.eia.gov/
survey/#eia-111.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Comments
are invited on: (a) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

This information collection request
contains:

(1) OMB No.: 1905-0208;

(2) Information Collection Request
Title: Quarterly Electricity Imports and
Exports Report;

(3) Type of Request: Renewal;

(4) Purpose: Form EIA—111 collects
U.S. electricity import and export data.
The data are used to generate accurate
estimates of the flow of electricity into
and out of the United States. The import
and export data are reported by U.S.
purchasers, sellers, and transmitters of
wholesale electricity, including persons
authorized to export electric power from
the United States to foreign countries,
persons authorized by Presidential
Permit to construct, operate, maintain,
or connect electric power transmission
lines that cross the U.S. international
border, and U.S. Balancing Authorities
that are interconnected with foreign
Balancing Authorities. Such entities
report monthly flows of electricity
received or delivered across the border,
the cost associated with the
transactions, and actual and
implemented interchange.

(5) Annual Estimated Number of
Respondents: 176;

(6) Annual Estimated Number of
Total Responses: 704;

(7) Annual Estimated Number of
Burden Hours: 1056;

(8) Annual Estimated Reporting and
Recordkeeping Cost Burden: The cost of
the burden hours is estimated to be
$77,785 (1,056 burden hours times
$73.66 per hour). EIA estimates that
there are no additional costs to
respondents associated with the survey
other than the costs associated with the
burden hours.

Statutory Authority: Section 13(b) of the
Federal Energy Administration Act of 1974,
Pub. L. 93-275, codified as 15 U.S. C. 772(b)
and the DOE Organization Act of 1977, P.L.
95-91, codified at 42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 28,
2017.

Nanda Srinivasan,

Director, Office of Survey Development and
Statistical Integration, U. S. Energy
Information Administration.

[FR Doc. 2017-22801 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP18-28-000.

Applicants: Northwest Pipeline LLC.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Entitlement and OFO Filing to be
effective 11/10/2017.

Filed Date: 10/11/17.

Accession Number: 20171011-5112.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/23/17.

Docket Numbers: RP18-29-000.

Applicants: Transcontinental Gas
Pipe Line Company.

Description: Compliance filing 2017
Penalty Revenue Sharing Report.

Filed Date: 10/12/17.

Accession Number: 20171012-5077.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/24/17.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system by
clicking on the links or querying the
docket number.

Any person desiring to intervene or
protest in any of the above proceedings
must file in accordance with Rules 211
and 214 of the Commission’s
Regulations (18 CFR 385.211 and
385.214) on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern
time on the specified comment date.
Protests may be considered, but
intervention is necessary to become a
party to the proceeding.
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eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—3676

(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—8659.

Dated: October 12, 2017.
Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr.,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2017-22835 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings

Take notice that the Commission has
received the following Natural Gas

Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings:

Filings Instituting Proceedings

Docket Numbers: RP17-820-001.

Applicants: Northern Natural Gas
Company.

Description: Compliance filing
20171012 Compliance Filing to be
effective 11/1/2017.

Filed Date: 10/12/17.

Accession Number: 20171012-5089.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/24/17.

Docket Numbers: RP18-30-000.

Applicants: Equitrans, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Negotiated Rate Service Agreement—
Mercuria Energy to be effective 10/14/
2017.

Filed Date: 10/12/17.

Accession Number: 20171012-5102.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/24/17.

Docket Numbers: RP18-31-000.

Applicants: Equitrans, L.P.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Negotiated Rate Service Agreements—
BP and EQT Energy to be effective 10/
13/2017.

Filed Date: 10/12/17.

Accession Number: 20171012-5133.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/24/17.

Docket Numbers: RP18-32-000.

Applicants: El Paso Natural Gas
Company, L.L.C.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing: Non-
Conforming Agreement Filing (SWG
2017) to be effective 11/1/2017.

Filed Date: 10/13/17.

Accession Number: 20171013-5000.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/25/17.

Docket Numbers: RP18-33-000.

Applicants: Natural Gas Pipeline
Company of America.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Occidental Energy Negotiated Rate
Filing RP18- to be effective 11/1/2017.

Filed Date: 10/13/17.

Accession Number: 20171013-5034.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/25/17.

Docket Numbers: RP18-34-000.

Applicants: Algonquin Gas
Transmission, LLC.

Description: § 4(d) Rate Filing:
Negotiated Rate—KeySpan to Con Ed
794826 to be effective 11/1/2017.

Filed Date: 10/13/17.

Accession Number: 20171013-5042.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 10/25/17.

The filings are accessible in the
Commission’s eLibrary system by
clicking on the links or querying the
docket number.

Any person desiring to intervene or
protest in any of the above proceedings
must file in accordance with Rules 211
and 214 of the Commission’s
Regulations (18 CFR 385.211 and
385.214) on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern
time on the specified comment date.
Protests may be considered, but
intervention is necessary to become a
party to the proceeding.

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed
information relating to filing
requirements, interventions, protests,
service, and qualifying facilities filings
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For
other information, call (866) 208—-3676
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502—-8659.

Dated October 16, 2017.

Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr.,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22836 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[ER-FRL-9035-7]

Environmental Impact Statements;
Notice of Availability

Responsible Agency: Office of Federal
Activities, General Information (202)
564—7146 or http://www2.epa.gov/nepa/.
Weekly receipt of Environmental Impact

Statements (EIS)

Filed 10/09/2017 Through 10/13/2017
Pursuant to 40 CFR 1506.9.

Notice

Section 309(a) of the Clean Air Act
requires that EPA make public its
comments on EISs issued by other
Federal agencies. EPA’s comment letters
on EISs are available at: https://
cdxnodengn.epa.gov/cdx-nepa-public/
action/eis/search.

EIS No. 20170199, Final, FAA, CO,
Adoption—Pinon Canyon Maneuver
Site Training and Operations, Contact:
Paula Miller (202) 267-7378

EIS No. 20170203, Final, USACE, KS,
Kansas River Commercial Dredging,
Review Period Ends: 11/20/2017,
Contact: Brian Donahue (816) 389—
3703

EIS No. 20170204, Draft, USFS, OR,
Hwy 46 Project, Comment Period
Ends: 12/04/2017, Contact: Lynise
Medley (503) 854—4228

EIS No. 20170205, Final, BLM, AZ,
Sonoran Desert National Monument
Target Shooting Proposed Resource
Management Plan Amendment,
Review Period Ends: 11/20/2017,
Contact: Wayne Monger (623) 580—
5683

EIS No. 20170206, Draft, FHWA, WA,
Washington State Convention Center
Addition and King County Site Work,
Comment Period Ends: 12/04/2017,
Contact: Sharon P. Love (360) 753—
9558

EIS No. 20170207, Draft, USFS, IL,
Cretaceous Hills Ecological
Restoration Project, Comment Period
Ends: 12/19/2017, Contact: Leonard
Pitcher (618) 833—8576 ext. 116
Dated: October 17, 2017.

Kelly Knight,

Director, NEPA Compliance Division, Office

of Federal Activities.

[FR Doc. 2017—22854 Filed 10-19—17; 8:45 am|]

BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Sunshine Act Meeting

TIME AND DATE: Tuesday, October 24,
2017 at 11:15 a.m. and its continuation
at the conclusion of the open meeting
on October 26, 2017.

PLACE: 999 E Street NW., Washington,
DC.

STATUS: This meeting will be closed to
the public.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: Compliance
matters pursuant to 52 U.S.C. 30109.

* * * * *

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Judith Ingram, Press Officer, Telephone:
(202) 694-1220.

Laura E. Sinram,

Deputy Secretary of the Commission.

[FR Doc. 2017-22862 Filed 10-17-17; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 6715-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

[OMB Control No. 9000-0024; Docket 2017—-
0053; Sequence 2]

Submission for OMB Review; Federal
Acquisition Regulation Buy American,
Trade Agreements, and Duty-Free
Entry

AGENCY: Department of Defense (DOD),
General Services Administration (GSA),
and National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).

ACTION: Notice of request for public
comments regarding an extension to an
existing OMB clearance.

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act, the
Regulatory Secretariat Division (MVCB)
will be submitting to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) a
request for revision and an extension to
existing OMB clearances regarding the
Buy American statute, Trade
Agreements, and duty-free entry. A
notice was published in the Federal
Register at 82 FR 35528 on July 31,
2017. No comments were received.
DATES: Submit comments on or before
November 20, 2017.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments regarding
this burden estimate or any other aspect
of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this
burden to: Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs of OMB, Attention:
Desk Officer for GSA, Room 10236,
NEOB, Washington, DC 20503.
Additionally submit a copy to GSA by
any of the following methods:

¢ Regulations.gov: http://
www.regulations.gov. Submit comments
via the Federal eRulemaking portal by
searching the OMB control number
9000-0024. Select the link “Comment
Now” that corresponds with
“Information Collection 9000-0024, Buy
American, Trade Agreements, and Duty-
Free Entry. Follow the instructions
provided on the screen. Please include
your name, company name (if any), and
“Information Collection 9000-0024, Buy
American, Trade Agreements, and Duty-
Free Entry” on your attached document.

e Mail: General Services
Administration, Regulatory Secretariat
Division (MVCB), 1800 F Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20405. ATTN: Ms.
Mandell/IC 9000-0024, Buy American,
Trade Agreements, and Duty-Free Entry.

Instructions: Please submit comments
only and cite Information Collection

9000—0024, Buy American, Trade
Agreements, and Duty-Free Entry, in all
correspondence related to this
collection. Comments received generally
will be posted, without change, to
http://www.regulations.gov, including
any personal and/or business
confidential information provided. To
confirm receipt of your comment(s),
please check www.regulations.gov,
approximately two to three days after
submission to verify posting (except
allow 30 days for posting of comments
submitted by mail).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Cecelia L. Davis, Procurement Analyst,
Acquisition Policy Division, GSA 202—
219-0202 or email cecelia.davis@
gsa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A.

This information collection
requirement pertains to information that
an offeror must submit in response to
the requirements of the provisions and
clauses in FAR 52.225 that relate to the
following:

* The Buy American statute (41
U.S.C. chapter 83 and E.O. 10582).

* The Trade Agreements Act (19
U.S.C. 2501-2515), including the World
Trade Organization Government
Procurement Agreement and various
free trade agreements.

* The American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Pub. L. 111—
5) (Recovery Act).

* Subchapters VIII and X of Chapter
98 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States (19 U.S.C. 1202).

a. 52.225-2, Buy American Certificate,
as prescribed in FAR 25.1101(a)(2),
requires the offeror to identify in its
proposal supplies that do not meet the
definition of domestic end product. The
Buy American statute does not apply to
acquisitions of commercial information
technology.

b. 52.225-4, Buy American—Free
Trade Agreements—Israeli Trade Act
Certificate, as prescribed in FAR
25.1101(b)(2)(i), requires separate listing
of foreign products that are eligible
under a trade agreement, and listing of
all other foreign end products.

c. 52.225-6, Trade Agreements
Certificate, as prescribed in FAR
25.1101(c)(2), requires the offeror to
certify that all end products are either
U.S.-made or designated country end
products, except as listed in paragraph
(b) of the provision. Offerors are not
allowed to provide other than a U.S.-
made or designated country end
product, unless the requirement is
waived.

d. Construction provisions and
clauses:

e 52.225-9, Buy American—
Construction Materials

e 52.225-10, Notice of Buy American
Requirement—Construction Materials

e 52.225-11, Buy American—
Construction Materials under Trade
Agreements

e 52.225-12, Notice of Buy American
Requirement—Construction Materials
under Trade Agreements

e 52.225-21, Required Use of American
Iron, Steel and Manufactured Goods—
Buy American—Construction
Materials

e 52.225-23, Required Use of American
Iron, Steel and Manufactured Goods—
Buy American—Construction
Materials under Trade Agreements.

The listed provisions and clauses, as
prescribed in FAR 25.1102(a) through
(e), provide that an offeror/contractor
requesting to use foreign construction
material due to unreasonable cost of
domestic construction material shall
provide adequate information to permit
evaluation of the request.

e. 52.225-8, Duty-Free Entry (formerly
OMB clearance 9000-0022), as
prescribed in FAR 25.1101(e), requires
the contractor to notify the contracting
officer when it purchases foreign
supplies, in order to determine whether
the supplies should be duty-free. In
addition, all shipping documents and
containers must specify certain
information to assure the duty-free entry
of the supplies.

B. Annual Reporting Burden

1. Buy American and Trade
Agreements—Supplies:

FAR Clause 52.225-2, Buy American
Certificate, requires the offeror to
identify in its proposal supplies for use
in the United States that do not meet the
definition of domestic end product. The
Buy American statute does not apply to
acquisitions of commercial information
technology.

Respondents: 3,306.

Responses per Respondent: 5.

Total Responses: 16,530.

Hours per Response: .25.

Total Burden Hours: 4,133.

FAR Clause 52.225—4, Buy American-
Free Trade Agreements—Israeli Trade
Act Certificate, requires separate listing
of foreign products that are eligible
under a trade agreement, and listing of
all other foreign end products.

Respondents: 1,977.

Responses per Respondent: 5.

Total Responses: 9,885.

Hours per Response: .25.

Total Burden Hours: 2,471.

FAR Clause 52.225-6, Trade
Agreements Certificate, requires the
offeror to certify that all end products
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are either U.S.-made or designated
country end products, except as listed
in paragraph (b) of the provision.
Offerors are not allowed to provide
other than a U.S.-made or designated
country end product, unless the
requirement is waived.

Respondents: 397.

Responses per Respondent: 2.

Total Responses: 794.

Hours per Response: .25.

Total Burden Hours: 199.

2. Buy American and Trade
Agreements—Construction provisions
and clauses provide that an offeror/
contractor requesting to use foreign
construction material due to
unreasonable cost of domestic
construction material shall provide
adequate information to permit
evaluation of the request.

—52.225-9, Buy American—
Construction Materials

—52.225-10, Notice of Buy American
Requirements—Construction
Materials

—52.225-11, Buy American—
Construction Materials under Trade
Agreements

—52.225-12, Notice of Buy American
Requirements—Construction
Materials under Trade Agreements

—52.225-21, Required Use of American
Iron, Steel and Manufactured Goods—
Buy American—Construction
Materials

—52.225-23, Required Use of American
Iron, Steel and Manufactured Goods—
Buy American—Construction
Materials under Trade Agreements

Respondents: 853.

Responses per Respondent: 2.3.

Total Responses: 1,990.

Hours per Response: 5.

Total Burden Hours: 10,045.

3. Duty-Free Entry. The clause at FAR
52.225-8, Duty-Free Entry (formerly
OMB clearance 9000—0022), is included
in solicitations and contracts for
supplies that may be imported into the
United States and for which duty-free
entry may be obtained in accordance
with FAR 25.903(a), if the value of the
acquisition (1) exceeds the simplified
acquisition threshold; or (2) does not
exceed the simplified acquisition
threshold, but the savings from waiving
the duty is anticipated to be more than
the administrative cost of waiving the
duty. The contracting officer analyzes
the information submitted by the
contractor to determine whether or not
supplies should enter the country duty-
free.

Respondents: 1,330.

Responses per Respondent: 10.

Total Responses: 13,300.

Hours per Response: 0.5.

Total Burden Hours: 6,650.

4. Summary

Respondents: 7,863.

Responses per Respondent: 5.4.
Total Responses: 42,499.

Hours per Response: .5.

Total Burden Hours: 23,497.

C. Public Comments

Public comments are particularly
invited on: Whether this collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of functions of the FAR,
and whether it will have practical
utility; whether our estimate of the
public burden of this collection of
information is accurate, and based on
valid assumptions and methodology;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways in which we can
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, through the use of appropriate
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Obtaining Copies of Proposals:
Requesters may obtain a copy of the
information collection documents from
the General Services Administration,
Regulatory Secretariat Division (MVCB),
1800 F Street NW., Washington, DC
20405, telephone 202-501-4755.

Please cite OMB Control No. 9000—
0024, Buy American, Trade Agreements,
and Duty-Free Entry in all
correspondence.

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Lorin S. Curit,

Director, Federal Acquisition Policy Division,
Office of Government-wide Acquisition
Policy, Office of Acquisition Policy, Office

of Government-wide Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-22717 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6820-EP—-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[60Day-FY-0109; Docket No. CDC-2017—-
0074]

Proposed Data Collection Submitted
for Public Comment and
Recommendations

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice with comment period.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of
its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of
government information, invites the

general public and other Federal
agencies the opportunity to provide
comment on a proposed and/or
continuing information collection, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. This notice invites
comment on the Respiratory Protective
Devices information collection project.
DATES: CDC must receive written
comments on or before December 19,
2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by Docket No. CDC-2017—
0074 by any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
Regulations.gov. Follow the instructions
for submitting comments.

e Mail: Leroy A. Richardson,
Information Collection Review Office,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE., MS—
D74, Atlanta, Georgia 30329.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
Docket Number. CDC will post, without
change, all relevant comments to
Regulations.gov.

Please note: Submit all comments
through the Federal eRulemaking portal
(regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to the
address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on the
proposed project or to obtain a copy of
the information collection plan and
instruments, contact Leroy A.
Richardson, Information Collection
Review Office, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 1600 Clifton
Road NE., MS-D74, Atlanta, Georgia
30329; phone: 404—639-7570; Email:
omb@cdc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), Federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also
requires Federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each new
proposed collection, each proposed
extension of existing collection of
information, and each reinstatement of
previously approved information
collection before submitting the
collection to the OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, we are
publishing this notice of a proposed
data collection as described below.

The OMB is particularly interested in
comments that will help:

1. Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
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whether the information will have
practical utility;

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

4. Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses.

5. Assess information collection costs.

Proposed Project

Respiratory Protective Devices—42
CFR part 84—Regulation—(0920—
0109)—Revision—National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

Background and Brief Description

The regulatory authority for the
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH) certification
program for respiratory protective
devices is found in the Mine Safety and
Health Amendments Act of 1977 (30
U.S.C. 577a, 651 et seq., and 657(g)) and
the Occupational Safety and Health Act
0f 1970 (30 U.S.C. 3, 5, 7, 811, 842(h),
844). These regulations have, as their
basis, the performance tests and criteria
for approval of respirators used by
millions of American construction
workers, miners, painters, asbestos
removal workers, fabric mill workers,
and fire fighters.

Regulations of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
also require the use of NIOSH-approved
respirators. These regulations also
establish methods for respirator
manufacturers to submit respirators for
testing under the regulation and have
them certified as NIOSH-approved if

they meet the criteria given in the above
regulation. This data collection was
formerly named Respiratory Protective
Devices 30 CFR part 11, but in 1995, the
respirator standard was moved to 42
CFR part 84.

In accordance with 42 CFR part 84,
NIOSH performs the following
activities: (1) Issues certificates of
approval for respirators which have met
specified construction, performance,
and protection requirements; (2)
establishes procedures and
requirements to be met in filing
applications for approval; (3) specifies
minimum requirements and methods to
be employed by NIOSH and by
applicants in conducting inspections,
examinations, and tests to determine
effectiveness of respirators; (4)
establishes a schedule of fees to be
charged applicants for testing and
certification, and (5) establishes
approval labeling requirements. To
establish the scope and intent of
request, NIOSH collects information
from those who request services under
42 CFR part 84.

Information collected from requests
for respirator approval functions
includes contact information and
information about factors likely to affect
respirator performance and use. Such
information includes, but is not
necessarily limited to, respirator design,
manufacturing methods and materials,
quality assurance plans and procedures,
and user instruction and draft labels, as
specified in the regulation.

The main instrument for data
collection for respirator approval
functions is the Standard Application
for the Approval of Respirators (SAF),
currently Version 9.

Respirator manufacturers are the
respondents (estimated to average 73
each year over the years 2017-2020).
Upon submission of the SAF, NIOSH
evaluates their applications for
approval. Respirator manufacturers
submit applications according to their
business needs, which depends upon
market conditions, technical advances,
and other factors that are not easy to

forecast. The best estimate for the
annual number of respondents is the
number from the most recent year for
which data exists, 73 in 2016, an
increase from 63 in 2014. Those 73
applicants submitted 542 applications
in 2016, providing the current best
estimate. A $200 fee is required for each
application. Respondents requesting
respirator approval or certain extensions
of approval are required to submit
additional fees for necessary testing and
evaluation as specified in 42 CFR parts
84.20-22, 84.66, 84.258 and 84.1102. In
2016, $2,662,329.00 was accepted.

Applicants are required to provide
test data that shows that the
manufacturer is capable of ensuring that
the respirator is capable of meeting the
specified requirements in 42 CFR part
84. The requirement for submitted test
data is likely to be satisfied by standard
testing performed by the manufacturer,
and is not required to follow the
relevant NIOSH Standard Test
Procedures. As additional testing is not
required, providing proof that an
adequate test has been performed is
limited to providing existing paperwork.

Also, 42 CFR part 84 approvals offer
corroboration that approved respirators
are produced to certain quality
standards. Although 42 CFR part 84
Subpart E prescribes certain quality
standards, it is not expected that
requiring approved quality standards
will impose an additional cost burden
over similarly effective quality
standards that are not approved under
42 CFR part 84.

Manufacturers with current approvals
are subject to site audits by the Institute
or its agents. Audits may occur
periodically, typically every second
year, or because of a reported issue.
NIOSH scheduled Sixty-three site audits
from 92 respirator approval holders for
the 2016 fiscal year.

There is an average fee of $8,833 for
each audit to align with fee collection
provisions of the Independent Offices
Appropriations Act of 1952 (31 U.S.C.
9701), and OMB Circular A—25 Revised.

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

Average
Number of Total
Number of burden hours
Type of respondents Form name responses per burden
respondents respondent pe(:’nrtasopl)ﬁg)se (in hours)
Business or other for-profit ............... Standard Application for the Ap- 73 7 229 117,019
proval of Respirators.
Business or other for-profit ............... AUt oo 63 1 24 1,512
LI L P PSP P TUR EOORTRR 118,531
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Leroy A. Richardson,

Chief, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Scientific Integrity, Office of the
Associate Director for Science, Office of the
Director, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2017-22774 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[30Day—17-1049]

Agency Forms Undergoing Paperwork
Reduction Act Review

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
has submitted the information
collection request titled National
Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval. CDC
previously published a ‘“Proposed Data
Collection Submitted for Public
Comment and Recommendations”
notice on April 26, 2017 to obtain
comments from the public and affected
agencies. CDC received three comments
related to the previous notice. This
notice serves to allow an additional 30
days for public and affected agency
comments.

CDC will accept all comments for this
proposed information collection project.
The Office of Management and Budget
is particularly interested in comments
that:

(a) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(b) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agencies estimate of the burden of the

proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(c) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

(d) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including, through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses; and

(e) Assess information collection
costs.

To request additional information on
the proposed project or to obtain a copy
of the information collection plan and
instruments, call (404) 639-7570 or
send an email to omb@cdc.gov. Direct
written comments and/or suggestions
regarding the items contained in this
notice to the Attention: CDGC Desk
Officer, Office of Management and
Budget, 725 17th Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20503 or by fax to (202)
395-5806. Provide written comments
within 30 days of notice publication.

Proposed Project

Promoting Adolescent Health through
School-Based HIV/STD Prevention
(OMB Control Number 0920-1049,
Expiration Date 2/28/2018)—
Extension—National Center for HIV/
AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB
Prevention, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).

Background and Brief Description

The proposed project is a semi-annual
Web-based questionnaire to assess
programmatic activities among funded
agencies which include local education
agencies (LEA), state education agencies
(SEA), and non-governmental
organizations (NGO) funded by the
Division of Adolescent and School

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

Health (DASH), Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Currently, the questionnaires are the
only standardized reporting process for
HIV/STD prevention activities among
LEAs, SEAs, and NGOs funded by
DASH. The nine questionnaires will
seek data that: (1) Provides standardized
information about how HIV/STD
prevention funds are used by funded
agencies; (2) provides descriptive and
process information about program
activities; and (3) provides greater
accountability for use of public funds.

Funded agencies will complete the
questionnaires on a Web site managed
by DASH and its contractor, Karna.
Respondents will complete the
questionnaires on a semi-annual basis.

The questionnaires pertain to the
approaches that funded agencies are
using to meet their goals. Approaches
include helping districts and schools
deliver exemplary sexual health
education (ESHE) emphasizing HIV and
other STD prevention; increasing
adolescent access to key sexual health
services (SHS); and establishing safe
and supportive environments (SSE) for
students and staff.

Each SEA complete activities for all
approaches. Therefore, each SEA will
complete a questionnaire for each
approach (ESHE, SHS, and SSE).
Likewise, each LEA will be completing
activities for all approaches. Therefore,
each LEA will complete a questionnaire
for each approach (ESHE, SHS, and
SSE). Each NGO will respond to the
questionnaire for the approach they are
implementing in support of SEAs or
LEAs. Two NGOs will respond to the
ESHE questionnaire, two NGOs will
respond to the SHS questionnaire, and
two NGOs will respond to the SSE
questionnaire.

There are no costs to respondents
other than their time. The estimated
annualized time burden for all funded
agencies is 820 hours.

Average
Number of
Number of Burden per
Type of respondents Form name respondents rersegasoré?]%zgfr response
P (in hours)
State Education AgeNCy .......cccccveeeneenceeennen. Exemplary Sexual Health Education Meas- 19 2 4
ures.
Sexual Health Services Measures ................ 19 2 3
Safe and Supportive Environments Meas- 19 2 1
ures.
Local Education AGency ........ccccccceeeveeeeeinnenn. Exemplary Sexual Health Education Meas- 17 2 6
ures.
Sexual Health Services Measures ................ 17 2 3
Safe and Supportive Environments Meas- 17 2 6
ures.
Non-governmental organization ..................... Exemplary Sexual Health Education Meas- 2 2 30/60
ures.
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ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURsS—Continued
Number of Number of Bﬁl\':jeerﬁgeer
Type of respondents Form name respondents responses per responge

respondent (in hours)
Sexual Health Services Measures ................ 2 2 30/60
Safe and Supportive Environments Meas- 2 2 30/60

ures.

Leroy A. Richardson,

Chief, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Scientific Integrity, Office of the
Associate Director for Science, Office of the
Director, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2017-22773 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

[30Day—17-17ADS]

Agency Forms Undergoing Paperwork
Reduction Act Review

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
has submitted the information
collection request titled National
Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval. CDC
previously published a ‘“Proposed Data
Collection Submitted for Public
Comment and Recommendations”
notice on April 27, 2017 to obtain
comments from the public and affected
agencies. CDC received one comment
related to the previous notice. This
notice serves to allow an additional 30
days for public and affected agency
comments.

CDC will accept all comments for this

proposed information collection project.

The Office of Management and Budget
is particularly interested in comments
that:

(a) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(b) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agencies estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,

including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(c) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

(d) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including, through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses; and

(e) Assess information collection
costs.

To request additional information on
the proposed project or to obtain a copy
of the information collection plan and
instruments, call (404) 639-7570 or
send an email to omb@cdc.gov. Direct
written comments and/or suggestions
regarding the items contained in this
notice to the Attention: CDC Desk
Officer, Office of Management and
Budget, 725 17th Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20503 or by fax to (202)
395-5806. Provide written comments
within 30 days of notice publication.

Proposed Project

Awardee Lead Profile Assessment
(ALPA)—NEW—National Center for
Environmental Health (NCEH), Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDQ).

Background and Brief Description

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) is requesting a three-
year OMB approval for a new
information collection request (ICR)
titled “Awardee Lead Profile
Assessment (ALPA).” The goal of this
information collection project is to
obtain program management
information from participating state and
local governments that are awardees

under the CDC Healthy Homes and Lead

Poisoning Prevention Program
(HHLPPP) FY17 Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA No. CDC-RFA-
EH17-1701PPHF17). CDC will use this

annual information collection to: (1)
Identify common characteristics of
funded childhood lead poisoning
prevention programs; and (2) inform
guidance and resource development in
support of the ultimate program goal,
which is blood lead elimination in
children.

The public dissemination of these
ALPA results will ensure that both
funded and non-funded jurisdictions are
able to: (1) Identify policies and other
factors that support or hinder childhood
lead poisoning prevention efforts; (2)
understand what strategies are being
used by funded public health agencies
to implement childhood lead poisoning
prevention activities; and (3) use this
knowledge to develop and apply similar
strategies to support the national agenda
to eliminate childhood lead poisoning.

CDC will collect this program
management information annually from
48 awardees, using two data collection
modes. We anticipate that the majority,
40 respondents, will choose the web
survey due to the ease of use, and that
8 respondents will choose the Word
format mode.

We estimate the time burden to be the
same, 7 minutes per response,
regardless of data collection mode (web
survey or Word format). This estimate is
based on a 2015 survey among 35
former awardees titled “Baseline Profile
of State and Local Healthy Homes and
Lead Poisoning Prevention Programs
(PROF-LEAD),” approved under the
generic clearance for “Information
Collections to Advance State, Tribal,
Local, and Territorial (STLT)
Governmental Health” (OMB Control
No. 0920-0879; expiration date 03/31/
2018). Based on the success of the
PROF-LEAD survey, the ALPA
questionnaire, with a few revisions, is
now proposed as an annual reporting
requirement for awardees under the
FY17 FOA.

There is no cost to the respondents
other than their time. The total annual
time burden requested is 6 hours.
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ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS

Number of Avg. burden
Type of Form n Number of
ame responses per er response
respondents respondents repspondelgt p (in ho%rs)
State And Local Governments (or their bona | Awardee Lead Profile Assessment (ALPA) 40 1 7/60
fide fiscal agents). Questionnaire—web survey.
ALPA Questionnaire—Word format ............... 8 1 7/60

Leroy A. Richardson,

Chief, Information Collection Review Office,
Office of Scientific Integrity, Office of the
Associate Director for Science, Office of the
Director, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

[FR Doc. 2017-22772 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4163-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

Analyses, Research and Studies To
Address the Impact of CMS Programs
on American Indian/Alaska Native (Al/
AN) Beneficiaries and the Health Care
System Serving These Beneficiaries

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), HHS.

ACTION: Notice of single source award.

SUMMARY: This notice supports
expansion of research on the impact of
CMS programs on the Indian health care
system through a single source award.
The Indian Health Service (IHS), Tribes
and Tribal Organizations and Urban
programs, deliver health care services to
American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN)
people through a network of hospitals,
clinics and other providers. This award
expands research on the impact of CMS
programs and the delivery of health care
to AI/AN beneficiaries.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Georgeline Sparks, Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services, Center for
Medicaid and CHIP Services/IEAG/
Division of Tribal Affairs, 7500 Security
Boulevard, M/S S1-05-06, Baltimore,
MD 21244-1850, (410) 786—4608.

Intended Recipient: National Indian
Health Board (NIHB).

Purpose of Award: The IHS and Tribal
health programs have had long standing
authority to bill Medicare and Medicaid
for services provided at their facilities.
These participating and billing
authorities were expanded by the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 (ARRA), the Children’s
Health Insurance Program
Reauthorization Act of 2009 (CHIPRA),
and the Affordable Care Act in 2010

(ACA). AI/AN people have traditionally
been medically underserved and have
health disparities significantly above
those of the population as a whole. In
order to ensure that AI/AN people have
full knowledge of these new changes
and the fullest access to CMS programs,
this award will study the adoption and
impact of these new authorities on the
Indian health care system.

Amount of the Award: The total
amount of funding available over a five
year period is $4,000,000. The initial
award will be awarded at $800,000. The
subsequent years will be awarded on a
non-competing continuation basis at
approximately $800,000 per year for a
total of 5 years, and will be subject to
the availability of funds and satisfactory
performance by the recipient.

Justification for Single Source Award:
For the past five years through a
Cooperative Agreement with CMS,
NIHB has provided analysis and
research of the potential and actual
impact of CMS programs on AI/AN
beneficiaries and the health care system
serving these beneficiaries. This work
has included analysis and research on
Medicare and Medicaid data enrollment
of AI/AN beneficiaries to understand
utilization of the AI/AN population in
the context of CMS programs. In
addition, NIHB has been instrumental in
tracking CMS regulations and providing
analysis and research to better
understand the implications of CMS
regulatory guidance on the Indian
health programs. Based on this
experience, NIHB is the only entity
capable of carrying out the scope of
activities because the scope of work
builds on past experience and
knowledge. Any other source would not
have all of the knowledge and
experience gained in the last five years.
The NIHB provides research on health
program issues impacting AI/ANs to
over 567 Federally-recognized Tribes
and has historically provided these
services for several decades in
conjunction with the IHS. The NIHB
program has a national focus relevant to
its AI/AN constituency who need to
know through substantive research
about the changes and updates in the
latest health care services and access
through CMS programs.

Project Period: The anticipated period
of performance for this cooperative
agreement is September 29, 2017
through September 28, 2022 with
funding awarded in 12-month budget
increments subject to the availability of
funds and satisfactory performance.

Provisions of the Notice: CMS has
solicited a proposal from the NIHB to
undertake analysis, research and studies
to address the impact of CMS programs
and AI/AN beneficiaries and the health
care system serving those beneficiaries.
The project consists of five principal
research objectives:

¢ Study the ongoing impact of CMS
programs on the Indian health system
through analysis of, response to, and
implementation of CMS regulations by
Indian health providers.

e Study AI/AN demographic,
enrollment, and utilization data and
propose strategies to increase CMS data
system capabilities to create more
Indian specific reporting capacity.

¢ Provide ongoing study of CMS
efforts to increase AI/AN knowledge of
CMS programs and CMS responsiveness
to Indian health system.

e Provide research support on the use
and effectiveness of the CMS Tribal
Consultation Policy.

¢ Evaluate the effectiveness of
outreach and enrollment efforts to Al/
AN beneficiaries in CMS programs.

CMS requested that NIHB submit an
application which includes:

1. Cover Letter.

2. SF—424 Application for Federal
Assistance.

3. SF—424A Budget Information—
Non-Construction Programs.

4. SF—-424B Assurances.

5. A budget narrative.

6. Abstract of Project.

7. A research project narrative that
describes each of the five separate
objectives.

8. 501(c)(3) Non-Profit certification.

9. Resumes of all key personnel.

10. Position descriptions.

11. Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,
if applicable.

12. Copy of approved indirect cost
rate agreement, if applicable.

13. Documentation of current OMB
A-133 required financial audit, if
applicable.
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Evaluation criteria for review of the
application will be comprised of three
principal areas:

a. Program information which
includes current organizational
capabilities and operations.

b. Program planning and evaluation
which includes identification of
measurable goals, products, personnel
and workplanning.

c. Program reporting which includes
organizational capabilities and
qualifications and categorical budget
and justification.

Authority: Section 1110 of the Social
Security Act, codified at 42 U.S.C. Sec. 1310
Dated: September 15, 2017.
Derrick Heard,

Chief Grants Management Officer, Office of
Acquisition and Grants Management, Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services.

[FR Doc. 2017-22811 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[CMS—-3349-PN]

Medicare and Medicaid Programs;
Application by Community Health
Accreditation Partner for Continued
CMS Approval of Its Home Health
Agency Accreditation Program

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), HHS.

ACTION: Proposed notice.

SUMMARY: This proposed notice
acknowledges the receipt of an
application from the Community Health
Accreditation Partner (CHAP) for
continued recognition as a national
accrediting organization for home health
agencies (HHAs) that wish to participate
in the Medicare or Medicaid programs.
The statute requires that within 60 days
of receipt of an organization’s complete
application, the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) publish a
notice that identifies the national
accrediting body making the request,
describes the nature of the request, and
provides at least a 30-day public
comment period.

DATES: To be assured consideration,
comments must be received at one of
the addresses provided below, no later
than 5 p.m. on November 20, 2017.
ADDRESSES: In commenting, please refer
to file code CMS-3349-PN. Because of
staff and resource limitations, we cannot
accept comments by facsimile (FAX)
transmission.

You may submit comments in one of
four ways (please choose only one of the
ways listed):

1. Electronically. You may submit
electronic comments on this regulation
to http://www.regulations.gov.

Follow the “Submit a comment”
instructions.

2. By regular mail. You may mail
written comments to the following
address ONLY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, Attention:
CMS-3349-PN, P.O. Box 80186,
Baltimore, MD 21244-8010.

Please allow sufficient time for mailed
comments to be received before the
close of the comment period.

3. By express or overnight mail. You
may send written comments to the
following address ONLY: Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services,
Department of Health and Human
Services, Attention: CMS—-3349-PN,
Mail Stop C4-26-05, 7500 Security
Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21244—1850.

4. By hand or courier. If you prefer,
you may deliver (by hand or courier)
your written comments before the close
of the comment period to either of the
following addresses:

a. For delivery in Washington, DC—
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, Department of Health and
Human Services, Room 445-G, Hubert
H. Humphrey Building, 200
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20201.

(Because access to the interior of the
Hubert H. Humphrey Building is not
readily available to persons without
Federal government identification,
commenters are encouraged to leave
their comments in the CMS drop slots
located in the main lobby of the
building. A stamp-in clock is available
for persons wishing to retain a proof of
filing by stamping in and retaining an
extra copy of the comments being filed.)

b. For delivery in Baltimore, MD—
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, Department of Health and
Human Services, 7500 Security
Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21244-1850.

If you intend to deliver your
comments to the Baltimore address,
please call telephone number (410) 786—
7195 in advance to schedule your
arrival with one of our staff members.

Comments mailed to the addresses
indicated as appropriate for hand or
courier delivery may be delayed and
received after the comment period.

For information on viewing public
comments, see the beginning of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lillian Williams, (410) 786—8636.

Patricia Chmielewski, (410) 786—6899.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Inspection of Public Comments: All
comments received before the close of
the comment period are available for
viewing by the public, including any
personally identifiable or confidential
business information that is included in
a comment. We post all comments
received before the close of the
comment period on the following Web
site as soon as possible after they have
been received: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the search
instructions on that Web site to view
public comments.

Comments received timely will also
be available for public inspection as
they are received, generally beginning
approximately 3 weeks after publication
of a document, at the headquarters of
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, 7500 Security Boulevard,
Baltimore, Maryland 21244, Monday
through Friday of each week from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. To schedule an
appointment to view public comments,
phone 1-800-743-3951.

I. Background

Under the Medicare program, eligible
beneficiaries may receive covered
services from a home health agency
(HHA) provided certain requirements
are met. Sections 1861(m) and (o), 1891
and 1895 of the Social Security Act (the
Act) establish distinct criteria for
entities seeking designation as an HHA.
Regulations concerning provider
agreements are at 42 CFR part 489 and
those pertaining to activities relating to
the survey and certification of facilities
and other entities are at 42 CFR part
488. The regulations at 42 CFR parts 409
and 484 specify the conditions that an
HHA must meet to participate in the
Medicare program, the scope of covered
services and the conditions for Medicare
payment for home health care.

Generally, to enter into a provider
agreement with the Medicare program,
an HHA must first be certified by a state
survey agency as complying with the
conditions or requirements set forth in
42 CFR part 484 of our regulations.
Thereafter, the HHA is subject to regular
surveys by a state survey agency to
determine whether it continues to meet
these requirements.

However, there is an alternative to
surveys by state agencies. Section
1865(a)(1) of the Act provides that, if a
provider entity demonstrates through
accreditation by an approved national
accrediting organization that all
applicable Medicare conditions are met
or exceeded, we will deem those
provider entities as having met the
requirements. Accreditation by an


http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov

48818

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017/ Notices

accrediting organization is voluntary
and is not required for Medicare
participation.

If an accrediting organization is
recognized by the Secretary of Health
and Human Services as having
standards for accreditation that meet or
exceed Medicare requirements, any
provider entity accredited by the
national accrediting body’s approved
program would be deemed to meet the
Medicare conditions. A national
accrediting organization applying for
CMS approval of their accreditation
program under 42 CFR part 488, subpart
A must provide CMS with reasonable
assurance that the accrediting
organization requires the accredited
provider entities to meet requirements
that are at least as stringent as the
Medicare conditions. Our regulations
concerning the approval of accrediting
organizations are set forth at §488.5.
The regulations at § 488.5(e)(2)(i)
require accrediting organizations to
reapply for continued approval of its
accreditation program every 6 years or
sooner as determined by CMS.

The Community Health Accreditation
Partner’s (CHAP’S) term of approval for
their HHA accreditation program
expires March 31, 2018.

II. Approval of Accreditation
Organizations

Section 1865(a)(2) of the Act and our
regulations at § 488.5 require that our
findings concerning review and
approval of a national accrediting
organization’s requirements consider,
among other factors, the applying
accrediting organization’s requirements
for accreditation; survey procedures;
resources for conducting required
surveys; capacity to furnish information
for use in enforcement activities;
monitoring procedures for provider
entities found not in compliance with
the conditions or requirements; and
ability to provide us with the necessary
data for validation.

Section 1865(a)(3)(A) of the Act
further requires that we publish, within
60 days of receipt of an organization’s
complete application, a notice
identifying the national accrediting
body making the request, describing the
nature of the request, and providing at
least a 30-day public comment period.
We have 210 days from the receipt of a
complete application to publish notice
of approval or denial of the application.

The purpose of this proposed notice
is to inform the public of CHAP’s
request for continued approval for its
HHA accreditation program. This notice
also solicits public comment on whether
CHAP’s requirements meet or exceed

the Medicare conditions for
participation (CoPs) for HHAs.

III. Evaluation of Accreditation
Organization Request

CHAP submitted all the necessary
materials to enable us to make a
determination concerning its request for
continued approval of its HHA
accreditation program. This application
was determined to be complete on
August 25, 2017. Under section
1865(a)(2) of the Act and our regulations
at § 488.5 (Application and re-
application procedures for national
accrediting organizations), our review
and evaluation of CHAP will be
conducted in accordance with, but not
necessarily limited to, the following
factors:

e The equivalency of CHAP’s
standards for HHAs as compared with
CMS’ HHA CoPs.

e CHAP’s survey process to
determine the following:

++ The composition of the survey
team, surveyor qualifications, and the
ability of the organization to provide
continuing surveyor training.

++ The comparability of CHAP’s
processes to those of state agencies,
including survey frequency, and the
ability to investigate and respond
appropriately to complaints against
accredited HHAs.

++ CHAP’s processes and procedures
for monitoring HHAs found out of
compliance with CHAP’s program
requirements. These monitoring
procedures are used only when CHAP
identifies noncompliance. If
noncompliance is identified through
validation reviews or complaint
surveys, the state survey agency
monitors corrections as specified at
§488.9(c).

++ CHAP’s capacity to report
deficiencies to the surveyed HHAs and
respond to the HHA’s plan of correction
in a timely manner.

++ CHAP’s capacity to provide us
with electronic data, and reports
necessary for effective validation and
assessment of the organization’s survey
process.

++ The adequacy of CHAP’s staff and
other resources, and its financial
viability.

++ CHAP’s capacity to adequately
fund required surveys.

++ CHAP’s policies with respect to
whether surveys are announced or
unannounced, to assure that surveys are
unannounced.

++ CHAP’s agreement to provide us
with a copy of the most current
accreditation survey together with any
other information related to the survey

as we may require (including corrective
action plans).

IV. Collection of Information
Requirements

This document does not impose
information collection requirements,
that is reporting, recordkeeping or third-
party disclosure requirements.
Consequently, there is no need for
review by the Office Management and
Budget under the authority of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1955 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35).

V. Response to Comments

Because of the large number of public
comments we normally receive on
Federal Register documents, we are not
able to acknowledge or respond to them
individually. We will consider all
comments we receive by the date and
time specified in the DATES section of
this notice, and, we will respond to the
comments in the preamble to that
document.

Dated: October 6, 2017.
Seema Verma,

Administrator, Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services.

[FR Doc. 2017-22812 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Proposed Information Collection
Activity; Comment Request

Title: Prenatal Alcohol and Other
Drug Exposures in Child Welfare
(PAODE-CW) Study.

OMB No.: New Collection.

Description: The Administration for
Children and Families (ACF), U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) is proposing a data
collection activity as part of the Prenatal
Alcohol and Other Drug Exposures in
Child Welfare (PAODE-CW) Study. The
study examines the current state of
child welfare practice regarding the
identification and provision of services
for children with prenatal substance
exposures, including alcohol and other
drugs.

The descriptive study will document
the policies and practices of child
welfare agencies and related
organizations to identify, assess, and
refer to services children who may have
been exposed to prenatal substances
and/or diagnosed with a resulting
condition such as fetal alcohol spectrum
disorders (FASD). The study will
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document procedures as well as
challenges faced and lessons learned to
inform the field of practice as well as
policy makers, program administrators,
and funders at various levels.

The proposed information collection
activities consist of semi-structured
interviews and surveys conducted at 28

child welfare agency sites. Focus groups
conducted at 8 of the 28 sites will gather
information on needs, challenges, and
strategies to support children with
prenatal substance exposures and their
families within the child welfare
system.

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES

Respondents: State and child welfare
agency directors, child welfare staff and
supervisors; agency partners and service
providers; and family members and
caregivers of children who may have
been prenatally exposed to substances.

Number of Average
Instrument rglsupnc:gggr?tfs responses per | burden hgours Tm?}' otat:;den
respondent per tresponse
Interview Protocol for Local Agency Staff—Frontline Only .........cccconiiiieis 28 1 1 28
Interview Protocol for Local Agency Staff—Ongoing Only ..........cccceevvevennnee. 28 1 1 28
Interview Protocol for Local Agency Staff—Frontline and Ongoing ... 15 1 1.25 19
Interview Protocol for Local Agency Medical Staff .........c.cccceveeneen. 14 1 1 14
Interview Protocol for Local Agency DireCtor .........c.ccocveviirieiiieineenieeieens 14 1 1 14
Focus Group Of Car€giVEIS .........ccceeiireeriirieeierieeie et 32 1 1.5 48
Survey Instrument for Local Agency Staff—Form A General .. 140 1 .5 70
Survey Instrument for Local Agency—Form B General ..................... 90 1 5 45
Survey Instrument for Local Agency Form B Differential Response . 50 1 .5 25
Survey Instrument for Service Providers .... 12 1 5 6
Interview Protocol for Data Staff ...........ccccooveiiiiii e 6 1 1.5 9
Estimated Total Annual Burden HOUIS .........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis | v | e | e 305

In compliance with the requirements
of Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Administration for Children and
Families is soliciting public comment
on the specific aspects of the
information collection described above.
Copies of the proposed collection of
information can be obtained and
comments may be forwarded by writing
to the Administration for Children and
Families, Office of Planning, Research,
and Evaluation, 330 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20201, Attn: ACF
Reports Clearance Officer. Email
address: infocollection@acf.hhs.gov. All
requests should be identified by the title
of the information collection.

The Department specifically requests
comments on (a) whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Consideration will be given to

comments and suggestions submitted
within 60 days of this publication.

Mary Jones,

ACF/OPRE Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-22716 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4184-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Proposed Information Collection
Activity; Comment Request

Title: Head Start Child and Family
Experiences Survey (FACES).

OMB No.: 0970-0151.

Description: The Office of Planning,
Research and Evaluation (OPRE),
Administration for Children and
Families (ACF), U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), is
proposing to collect data for a new
round of the Head Start Family and
Child Experiences Survey (FACES).
Featuring a “Modified Core Plus” Study
design, FACES 2019 will provide data
on a set of key indicators in Head Start
Regions I-XI. While data collection for
FACES 2019 will occur in Regions I-XI,
there is a slightly different sample
design and recruitment strategy for
Regions I-X and Region XI (whose
grants are awarded to tribal
governments or consortiums of tribes).
In fall 2019 and spring 2020, FACES
will assess the school readiness skills of
2,400 Head Start children in Regions I-

X and 800 children in Region XI, survey
their parents, and ask their Head Start
teachers to rate children’s social and
emotional skills. This sample will be
drawn from 60 programs in Regions I-
X and 22 programs in Region XI. In
spring 2020 classroom observations of
sampled programs will occur. In
Regions I-X, the number of programs
will increase from the 60 that are used
to collect data on children’s school
readiness outcomes to 180 for the
purpose of conducting observations in
720 Head Start classrooms. In Region XI,
the program sample will remain at 22,
and approximately 80 Head Start
classroom observations will take place.
Program director, center director, and
teacher surveys will also be conducted
in spring 2020 in Regions I-XI. In spring
2022, program level data collection will
be repeated in Regions I-X only. If any
plus studies are conducted, they will be
conducted within the Core sample.

This notice is specific to the data
collection activities needed to recruit
Head Start programs and centers into
FACES 2019. A future notice will
provide information about data
collection for the study. A nationally
representative sample of Head Start
programs and centers from Regions I-X
and a representative sample of Head
Start programs and centers from Region
XI will be selected to participate in
FACES 2019. From Regions I-X, the
programs participating in the Core
child-level data collection will be
contacted and recruited for the study in
spring 2019. In fall 2019, the remaining
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programs participating in classroom-
level data collection will be contacted.
All programs will be contacted a second
time in fall 2021 to confirm their
continued participation in the Core
spring 2022 data collection. The
programs from Region XI would be
recruited a year earlier (i.e., spring 2018)
given the increased amount of time to
recruit programs in tribal communities
and to obtain tribal council and/or tribal
leadership approval.

The method of data collection for
recruitment of all programs will include
telephone conversations with program
directors and on-site coordinators who
serve as liaisons between the FACES
study team and the Head Start centers.
In Region XI, an additional recruitment
telephone call with tribal leadership/
tribal council will be required. All of
these calls will inform program staff
about the purpose of the study and will
gather lists of centers in each program

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES

in order to compile the center sampling
frame. The purpose of this data
collection is to support the 2007
reauthorization of the Head Start
program (Pub. L.110-134), which calls
for periodic assessments of Head Start’s
quality and effectiveness.

Respondents: Head Start Program
Directors and Staff, as well as tribal
leadership.

Annual Number of Average
Instrument J?teaslpr(‘)%ggﬁtrs number of responses per | burden hgours Annuhe:)lubrgrden
respondents respondent per response

Telephone script and recruitment information collection for

program directors, Regions 1-X ........ccccoorviiiiiiciiiiennens 230 77 3 1 231
Telephone script and recruitment information collection for

program directors, Region X ........cccccociiiriiiiiiiiiiiiee 30 10 2 1 20
Telephone script and recruitment information collection for

on-site coordinators, Regions [-X .........cccccocvviiiiiiinnn. 230 77 3 .75 173
Telephone script and recruitment information collection for

on-site coordinators, Regions Xl .........ccccceevieiiiinenniieenn 30 10 2 .75 15

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 439.

In compliance with the requirements
of Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Administration for Children and
Families is soliciting public comment
on the specific aspects of the
information collection described above.
Copies of the proposed collection of
information can be obtained and
comments may be forwarded by writing
to the Administration for Children and
Families, Office of Planning, Research,
and Evaluation, 330 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20201, Attn: OPRE
Reports Clearance Officer. Email
address: OPREinfocollection@
acf.hhs.gov. All requests should be
identified by the title of the information
collection.

The Department specifically requests
comments on (a) whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Consideration will be given to

comments and suggestions submitted
within 60 days of this publication.

Mary Jones,

ACF/OPRE Certifying Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22713 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4184-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Proposed Information Collection
Activity; Comment Request

Title: Pre-testing of Evaluation Data
Collection Activities.

OMB No.: 0970-0355.

Description: The Office of Planning,
Research, and Evaluation (OPRE), in the
Administration for Children and
Families (ACF) at the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS)
intends to request approval from the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) to renew a generic clearance to
pre-test data collection instruments with
more than nine participants to identify
and resolve any question or procedural
problems in survey administration.

OPRE studies ACF programs, and the
populations they serve, through rigorous
research and evaluation projects. These
include evaluations of existing
programs, evaluations of innovative
approaches to helping low-income
children and families, research
syntheses and descriptive and
exploratory studies. To improve the

development of its research and
evaluation surveys, OPRE uses the pre-
testing of evaluation surveys generic
clearance to employ a variety of
techniques including cognitive and
usability laboratory and field
techniques, behavior coding,
exploratory interviews, respondent
debriefing questionnaires, split sample
experiments, focus groups, and pilot
studies/pre-tests. These activities allow
OPRE to identify if and when a survey
may be simplified for respondents,
respondent burden may be reduced, and
other possible improvements.

Following standard OMB
requirements, OPRE will submit a
change request for each individual data
collection activity under this generic
clearance. Each request will include the
individual instrument(s), a justification
specific to the individual information
collection, and any supplementary
documents. OMB should review within
10 days of receiving each change
request.

The information collected in this
effort will not be the primary subject of
any published ACF reports; however,
information may be made public
through methodological appendices or
footnotes, reports on instrument
development, instrument user guides,
descriptions of respondent behavior,
and other publications or presentations
describing findings of methodological
interest. When necessary, results will be
labeled as exploratory in nature. The
results of this pre-testing research may
be prepared for presentation at
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professional meetings or publication in
professional journals.

Respondents: Participants in ACF
programs being evaluated; participants

in ACF demonstrations; recipients of
ACF Grants and individuals served by
ACF Grantees; comparison group

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES

members; and other relevant
populations, such as individuals at risk
of needing ACF services.

Number of Average
Instrument o-gorgasl %ﬂggﬁ{s responses per | burden hours To‘?:oz';';den
P respondent per response
Survey development field tests, respondent debriefing questionnaires, cog-
nitive interviews, split sample experiments, focus groups ..........c.ccceceeeeeene 3,825 1 1 3,825

In compliance with the requirements
of Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Administration for Children and
Families is soliciting public comment
on the specific aspects of the
information collection described above.
Copies of the proposed collection of
information can be obtained and
comments may be forwarded by writing
to the Administration for Children and
Families, Office of Planning, Research,
and Evaluation, 330 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20201, Attn: OPRE
Reports Clearance Officer. Email
address: OPREinfocollection@
acf.hhs.gov. All requests should be
identified by the title of the information
collection.

The Department specifically requests
comments on (a) whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Consideration will be given to
comments and suggestions submitted
within 60 days of this publication.

Mary Jones,

ACF/OPRE Certifying Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22718 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4184-79-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

Title: Adoption and Foster Care
Analysis and Reporting System
(AFCARS).

OMB No.: 0970-0422.

Description: Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3501-3520), federal agencies must
obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the
PRA (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)) requires
federal agencies to publish a 30-day
notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, before
submitting the collection to OMB for
approval. To comply with this
requirement, the Administration for
Children and Families (ACF) is
publishing this notice that summarizes
the following proposed collection of
information for public comment:

Title of Collection: Adoption and
Foster Care Analysis and Reporting
System (AFCARS).

OMB Control Number: 0970-0422,
expiration date February 28, 2018.

Type of Review: An extension of an
existing information collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: Title
IV-E State, Local, and Tribal Child
Welfare Agencies.

There have been no revisions to the
existing AFCARS data collection found
under federal regulations at 45 CFR
1355.40. The requirements for AFCARS
being addressed by this notice are
scheduled to end on September 30,
2019. ACF is requesting that OMB
approve a three-year renewal to cover
the period when States and IV-E Tribes
must continue submitting the existing
requirements.

On December 14, 2016, a new set of
requirements (45 CFR 1355.41—44) for
AFCARS reporting was published as a
final rule and will go into effect on
October 1, 2019. At that time, the
requirements covered by this notice (45
CFR 1355.40) will be replaced by the
new regulatory requirements. The
requirements for the updated AFCARS
requirements found in federal
regulations at 45 CFR 1355.41—44 are
covered by a different OMB control
number (0970-0457) and are not
addressed by this Notice.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
addition to this Notice, Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)) requires Federal agencies
to provide a 60-day notice in the
Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information,
including each proposed extension or
update of an existing collection of
information, before submitting the
collection to OMB for approval. In
compliance with this requirement, ACF
published a notice in the Federal
Register on June 30, 2017 and invited
comment on: (1) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of ACF’s
functions, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(2) the accuracy of ACF’s estimate of the
burden of the proposed collection of
information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;
(3) ways to enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
when appropriate, and other forms of
information technology for the existing
AFCARS reporting that is required by
States and Tribes.

ACF received 71 comment letters to
the first notice. No substantive
comments were received regarding the
existing AFCARS data collection in 45
CFR 1355.40 under OMB Number 0970—
0457. Instead, commenters provided
feedback on the new AFCARS data
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collection under 45 CFR 1355.41—-.47 to
be implemented October 1, 2019.
Commenters addressed support for the
collection of information under the
Indian Child Welfare Act and other
areas covered by the new requirements.
ACF received no comment on the
specific burden hours for the existing
AFCARS requirements undergoing
renewal.

AFCARS is mandated by 42 U.S.C.
679. The regulation at 45 CFR 1355.40
and the appendices to 45 CFR 1355 set

forth the requirements of section 479 of
the Social Security Act for the collection
of uniform, reliable information on
children who are under the
responsibility of the State or Tribal title
IV-B/IV-E agency for placement, care,
and adoption. The AFCARS
requirements under 45 CFR 1355.40
have been in effect since October 1,
1993 for States. In 2009, section 479B(b)
of the Act was enacted authorizing
direct Federal funding of Indian Tribes,
Tribal organizations, and Tribal

consortia that choose to operate a foster
care, adoption assistance and, at Tribal

option, a kinship guardianship
assistance program under title IV-E of
the Act. The data collected informs
State/Tribal/Federal policy decisions,
program management, and responses to
Congressional and Departmental

inquiries.

Respondents: Title IV-E State and
Tribal Child Welfare Agencies.

ESTIMATED TOTAL ANNUAL BURDEN HOURS

Number of Average
Instrument rglsunggg;r?tfs responses per | burden hours Tmil otalgden
p respondent per response
AR C ARS e et 59 2 2,188 258,215
Estimated Total Annual BUurden HOUIS .........oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e seiiiee | vviiiieeeeeessnnnnnees | nreeereesssssnennneees | seeeesesssmsnseeeeeeens 258,215

Additional Information: Copies of the
regulation containing the data elements
may be obtained by writing to the
Administration for Children and
Families, Office of Planning, Research
and Evaluation, 330 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20201. Attention
Reports Clearance Officer. All requests
should be identified by the title of the
information collection. Email address:
infocollection@acf.hhs.gov.

OMB Comment: OMB is required to
make a decision concerning the
collection of information between 30
and 60 days after publication of this
document in the Federal Register.
Therefore, a comment is best assured of
having its full effect if OMB receives it
within 30 days of publication. Written
comments and recommendations for the
proposed information collection should
be sent directly to the following: Office
of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reduction Project, Email: OIRA
SUBMISSION@OMB.EOP.GOV, Attn:
Desk Officer for the Administration for
Children and Families.

Mary Jones,

ACF/OPRE Reports Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22720 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4184-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2016-D-1229]
Current Good Manufacturing Practice

Requirements for Food for Animals;
Guidance for Industry; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the availability of a
guidance for industry #235 entitled
“Current Good Manufacturing Practice
Requirements for Food for Animals.”
This guidance helps domestic and
foreign facilities that are required to
register as food facilities under the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(the FD&C Act) determine whether and
how they need to comply with the
current good manufacturing practice
requirements of the Current Good
Manufacturing Practice, Hazard
Analysis, and Risk-Based Preventive
Controls for Food for Animals final rule.
DATES: The announcement of the
guidance is published in the Federal
Register on October 20, 2017.
ADDRESSES: You may submit either
electronic or written comments on
Agency guidances at any time as
follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.
¢ If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions’ and ‘“Instructions’).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

e For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2016—D-1229 for “Current Good
Manufacturing Practice Requirements


mailto:OIRA_SUBMISSION@OMB.EOP.GOV
mailto:OIRA_SUBMISSION@OMB.EOP.GOV
https://www.regulations.gov
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for Food for Animals.” Received
comments will be placed in the docket
and, except for those submitted as
“Confidential Submissions,” publicly
viewable at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Dockets Management Staff
office between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the guidance to the Policy and
Regulations Staff (HFV-6), Center for
Veterinary Medicine, Food and Drug
Administration, 7500 Standish P1.,
Rockville, MD 20855. Send one self-
addressed adhesive label to assist that
office in processing your requests. See
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
for electronic access to the guidance
document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeanette Murphy, Center for Veterinary
Medicine (HFV-200), Food and Drug
Administration, 7519 Standish P1.,
Rockville, MD 20855, 240—402—6246,
Jenny.Murphy@fda.hhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

In the Federal Register of August 25,
2016 (81 FR 58519), FDA published the
notice of availability for a draft guidance
entitled “Current Good Manufacturing
Practice Requirements for Food for
Animals,” giving interested persons
until November 23, 2016, to comment
on the draft guidance. FDA received
comments on the draft guidance and
those comments were considered as the
guidance was finalized. Changes made
include additional explanation and
examples and the inclusion of a part 507
(21 CFR part 507) Current Good
Manufacturing Practice (CGMP) Self-
Assessment Tool in Appendix B to
assist facilities in reviewing the
implementation of CGMP requirements
at their facility. Information regarding
human food by-products for use as food
for animals was removed; this
information is contained in draft GFI
#239, entitled “Human Food By-
Products for Use as Animal Food” (81
FR 58521, August 25, 2016). In addition,
editorial changes were made to improve
clarity. The guidance announced in this
notice finalizes the draft guidance dated
August 2016.

II. Significance of Guidance

This level 1 guidance is being issued
consistent with FDA’s good guidance
practices regulation (21 CFR 10.115).
The guidance represents the current
thinking of FDA on current good
manufacturing practice requirements for
food for animals. It does not establish
any rights for any person and is not
binding on FDA or the public. You can
use an alternative approach if it satisfies
the requirements of the applicable
statutes and regulations. This guidance
is not subject to Executive Order 12866.

III. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

This guidance refers to previously
approved collections of information
found in FDA regulations. These
collections of information are subject to
review by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520). The collections of information in
part 507 have been approved under
OMB control number 0910-0789.

IV. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the guidance at either

https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/
GuidanceComplianceEnforcement/
GuidanceforIndustry/default.htm or
https://www.regulations.gov.

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Anna K. Abram,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Planning,
Legislation, and Analysis.

[FR Doc. 2017-22730 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA—-2007-D-0369]
Product-Specific Guidances for
Salmeterol Xinafoate and Fluticasone

Propionate; Draft Guidances for
Industry; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the availability of three
draft guidances for industry on generic
salmeterol xinafoate inhalation powder,
fluticasone propionate inhalation
aerosol, and fluticasone propionate
inhalation powder, entitled ‘Draft
Guidance on Salmeteral Xinafoate” and
“Draft Guidance on Fluticasone
Propionate.” The guidances, when
finalized, will provide product-specific
recommendations on, among other
things, the design of bioequivalence
(BE) studies to support abbreviated new
drug applications (ANDAs) for
salmeterol xinafoate inhalation powder,
fluticasone propionate inhalation
aerosol, and fluticasone propionate
inhalation powder.

DATES: Submit either electronic or
written comments on the draft
guidances by December 19, 2017 to
ensure that the Agency considers your
comment on this draft guidance before
it begins work on the final version of the
guidance.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on any guidance at any time as follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are


https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/GuidanceComplianceEnforcement/GuidanceforIndustry/default.htm
https://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/GuidanceComplianceEnforcement/GuidanceforIndustry/default.htm
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solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.
e If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions” and “Instructions”).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

e For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2007-D—-0369 for “‘Draft Guidance on
Salmeterol Xinafoate” or ‘“Draft
Guidance on Fluticasone Propionate.”
Received comments will be placed in
the docket and, except for those
submitted as “Confidential
Submissions,” publicly viewable at
https://www.regulations.gov or at the
Dockets Management Staff between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

e Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management

Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://www.regulations.
gov and insert the docket number, found
in brackets in the heading of this
document, into the “Search” box and
follow the prompts and/or go to the
Dockets Management Staff, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the draft guidances to the
Division of Drug Information, Center for
Drug Evaluation and Research, Food
and Drug Administration, 10001 New
Hampshire Ave., Hillandale Building,
4th Floor, Silver Spring, MD 20993—
0002. Send one self-addressed adhesive
label to assist that office in processing
your requests. See the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for electronic
access to the draft guidance documents.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Xiaoqgiu Tang, Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research (HFD-600),
Food and Drug Administration, 10903
New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 75, Rm.
4730, Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002,
301-796-5850.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background

In the Federal Register of June 11,
2010 (75 FR 33311), FDA announced the
availability of a guidance for industry
entitled “Bioequivalence
Recommendations for Specific
Products,” which explained the process
that would be used to make product-
specific guidances available to the
public on FDA’s Web site at https://
www.fda.gov/Drugs/
GuidanceComplianceRegulatory
Information/Guidances/default.htm.

As described in that guidance, FDA
adopted this process to develop and
disseminate product-specific guidances
and to provide a meaningful
opportunity for the public to consider

and comment on the guidances. This
notice announces the availability of
draft product-specific guidances for
generic salmeterol xinafoate inhalation
powder, fluticasone propionate
inhalation aerosol, and fluticasone
propionate inhalation powder.

FDA initially approved new drug
application (NDA) 020692 for
SEREVENT DISKUS (salmeterol
xinafoate inhalation powder) in
September 1997. We are now issuing a
draft guidance for industry on, among
other things, BE recommendations for
generic salmeterol xinafoate inhalation
powder (“Draft Guidance on Salmeterol
Xinafoate”’).

FDA initially approved NDA 021433
for FLOVENT HFA (fluticasone
propionate inhalation aerosol) in May
2004 and NDA 020833 for FLOVENT
DISKUS 100 (fluticasone propionate
inhalation powder) in September 2000.
We are now also issuing two draft
guidances for industry on, among other
things, BE recommendations for generic
fluticasone propionate inhalation
aerosol and fluticasone propionate
inhalation powder (both entitled “Draft
Guidance on Fluticasone Propionate”).

In December 2009, GlaxoSmithKline
(GSK), manufacturer of the reference
listed drugs SEREVENT DISKUS,
FLOVENT HFA, and FLOVENT DISKUS
100, submitted a citizen petition
requesting that FDA withhold approval
of any ANDA or 505(b)(2) application
for generic oral inhalation products
containing salmeterol xinafoate and/or
fluticasone propionate unless certain
conditions were satisfied, including
conditions related to demonstrating BE
(Docket No. FDA—2009-P-0597). FDA is
reviewing the issues raised in the
petition. FDA will consider any
comments on guidances entitled, “Draft
Guidance on Salmeterol Xinafoate” or
“Draft Guidance on Fluticasone
Propionate,” before responding to GSK’s
citizen petition.

The draft guidances are being issued
consistent with FDA’s good guidance
practices regulation (21 CFR 10.115).
The draft guidances, when finalized,
will represent the current thinking of
FDA on, among other things, the design
of BE studies to support ANDAs for
salmeterol xinafoate inhalation powder,
fluticasone propionate inhalation
aerosol, and fluticasone propionate
inhalation powder. They do not
establish any rights for any person and
are not binding on FDA or the public.
You can use an alternative approach if
it satisfies the requirements of the
applicable statutes and regulations.
These guidances are not subject to
Executive Order 12866.
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II. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the draft guidances at either
https://www.fda.gov/Drugs/Guidance
ComplianceRegulatorylnformation/
Guidances/default.htm or https://
www.regulations.gov.

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Anna K. Abram,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Planning,
Legislation, and Analysis.

[FR Doc. 2017-22735 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2007-D-0369]
Product-Specific Guidance for

Tiotropium Bromide; Draft Guidance
for Industry; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the availability of a draft
guidance for industry on generic
tiotropium bromide inhalation powder
entitled “Draft Guidance on Tiotropium
Bromide.” The draft guidance, when
finalized, will provide product-specific
recommendations on, among other
things, the design of bioequivalence
(BE) studies to support abbreviated new
drug applications (ANDAs) for
tiotropium bromide inhalation powder.
DATES: Submit either electronic or
written comments on the draft guidance
by December 19, 2017 to ensure that the
Agency considers your comment on this
draft guidance before it begins work on
the final version of the guidance.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on any guidance at any time as follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or

confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.
¢ If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see “Written/Paper
Submissions” and “Instructions”’).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

¢ For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA-
2007-D-0369 for ‘Draft Guidance on
Tiotropium Bromide.” Received
comments will be placed in the docket
and, except for those submitted as
“Confidential Submissions,” publicly
viewable at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Dockets Management Staff
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as ‘“‘confidential” will not be disclosed

except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the draft guidance to the
Division of Drug Information, Center for
Drug Evaluation and Research, Food
and Drug Administration, 10001 New
Hampshire Ave., Hillandale Building,
4th Floor, Silver Spring, MD 20993—
0002. Send one self-addressed adhesive
label to assist that office in processing
your requests. See the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for electronic
access to the draft guidance document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Xiaoqiu Tang, Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research (HFD-600),
Food and Drug Administration, 10903
New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 75, Rm.
4730, Silver Spring, MD 20993—-0002,
301-796-5850.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background

In the Federal Register of June 11,
2010 (75 FR 33311), FDA announced the
availability of a guidance for industry
entitled “Bioequivalence
Recommendations for Specific
Products,” which explained the process
that would be used to make product-
specific guidances available to the
public on FDA’s Web site at https://
www.fda.gov/Drugs/Guidance
ComplianceRegulatorylnformation/
Guidances/default.htm.

As described in that guidance, FDA
adopted this process to develop and
disseminate product-specific guidances
and to provide a meaningful
opportunity for the public to consider
and comment on the guidances. This
notice announces the availability of a
draft product-specific guidance for
generic tiotropium bromide inhalation
powder.

FDA initially approved new drug
application 21395 for SPIRIVA
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HANDIHALER (tiotropium bromide
inhalation powder) in January 2004. We
are now issuing draft guidance for
industry on, among other things, BE
recommendations for generic tiotropium
bromide inhalation powder (“Draft
Guidance on Tiotropium Bromide™).

In October 2012, Boehringer
Ingelheim, manufacturer of the
reference listed drug SPIRIVA
HANDIHALER, submitted a citizen
petition requesting, among other things,
that FDA adopt and apply certain
requirements that ensure the safety and
efficacy of any proposed generic and
follow-on versions of SPIRIVA
HANDIHALER under section 505(j) and
(b)(2), respectively, of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(j)
and (b)(2)) (Docket No. FDA-2012—-P—
1072). FDA is reviewing the issues
raised in the petition, and will consider
any comments on the draft guidance
entitled “Draft Guidance on Tiotropium
Bromide” before responding to
Boehringer’s citizen petition.

This draft guidance is being issued
consistent with FDA’s good guidance
practices regulation (21 CFR 10.115).
The draft guidance, when finalized, will
represent the current thinking of FDA
on, among other things, the design of BE
studies to support ANDAs for
tiotropium bromide inhalation powder.
It does not establish any rights for any
person and is not binding on FDA or the
public. You can use an alternative
approach if it satisfies the requirements
of the applicable statutes and
regulations. This guidance is not subject
to Executive Order 12866.

1II. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the draft guidance at either
https://www.fda.gov/Drugs/
GuidanceCompliance
Regulatorylnformation/Guidances/
default.htm or https://
www.regulations.gov.

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Anna K. Abram,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Planning,
Legislation, and Analysis.

[FR Doc. 2017-22734 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2007-D-0369]

Product-Specific Guidances; Draft and
Revised Draft Guidances for Industry;
Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or Agency) is
announcing the availability of
additional draft and revised draft
product-specific guidances. The
guidances provide product-specific
recommendations on, among other
things, the design of bioequivalence
(BE) studies to support abbreviated new
drug applications (ANDAs). In the
Federal Register of June 11, 2010, FDA
announced the availability of a guidance
for industry entitled ‘“Bioequivalence
Recommendations for Specific
Products” that explained the process
that would be used to make product-
specific guidances available to the
public on FDA’s Web site. The
guidances identified in this notice were
developed using the process described
in that guidance.

DATES: Submit either electronic or
written comments on the draft guidance
by December 19, 2017 to ensure that the
Agency considers your comment on this
draft guidance before it begins work on
the final version of the guidance.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on any guidance at any time as follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.

e If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions’ and ‘“Instructions’).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

e For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2007-D—-0369 for “‘Product-Specific
Guidances; Draft and Revised Draft
Guidances for Industry.” Received
comments will be placed in the docket
and, except for those submitted as
“Confidential Submissions,” publicly
viewable at https://www.regulations.gov
or at the Dockets Management Staff
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
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fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the draft guidances to the
Division of Drug Information, Center for
Drug Evaluation and Research, Food
and Drug Administration, 10001 New
Hampshire Ave., Hillandale Building,
4th Floor, Silver Spring, MD 20993—
0002. Send one self-addressed adhesive
label to assist that office in processing
your requests. See the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for electronic
access to the draft guidance documents.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Xiaoqiu Tang, Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research (HFD—600),
Food and Drug Administration, 10903
New Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 75, Rm.
4730, Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002,
301-796-5850.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Background

In the Federal Register of June 11,
2010 (75 FR 33311), FDA announced the
availability of a guidance for industry
entitled “Bioequivalence
Recommendations for Specific
Products” that explained the process
that would be used to make product-
specific guidances available to the
public on FDA’s Web site at https://
www.fda.gov/Drugs/Guidance
ComplianceRegulatoryInformation/
Guidances/default.htm.

As described in that guidance, FDA
adopted this process as a means to
develop and disseminate product-
specific guidances and provide a
meaningful opportunity for the public to
consider and comment on those
guidances. Under that process, draft
guidances are posted on FDA’s Web site
and announced periodically in the
Federal Register. The public is
encouraged to submit comments on
those recommendations within 60 days
of their announcement in the Federal
Register. FDA considers any comments
received and either publishes final
guidances or publishes revised draft
guidances for comment. Guidances were
last announced in the Federal Register

on July 14, 2017 (82 FR 32556). This
notice announces draft product-specific
guidances, either new or revised, that
are posted on FDA’s Web site.

II. Drug Products for Which New Draft
Product-Specific Guidances Are
Available

FDA is announcing the availability of
new draft product-specific guidances for
industry for drug products containing
the following active ingredients:

TABLE 1—NEW DRAFT PRODUCT-SPE-
CIFIC GUIDANCES FOR DRUG PROD-
UCTS

Azelastine hydrochloride.

Azithromycin.

Barium sulfate.

Betamethasone dipropionate.

Budesonide.

Canagliflozin; Metformin hydrochloride.

Dantrolene sodium.

Dapsone.

Deflazacort (multiple Reference Listed
Drugs).

Docosanol.

Empagliflozin; Metformin hydrochloride.

Epinephrine.

Erythromycin.

Everolimus.

Fluorometholone.

Hydrocortisone acetate.

lvermectin.

Levorphanol tartrate.

Lisdexamfetamine dimesylate.

Mometasone furoate.

Nitisinone.

Olaparib.

Osimertinib mesylate.

Permethrin.

Pirfenidone.

Telotristat etiprate.

Terbutaline sulfate.

III. Drug Products for Which Revised
Draft Product-Specific Guidances Are
Available

FDA is announcing the availability of
revised draft product-specific guidances
for industry for drug products
containing the following active
ingredients:

TABLE 2—REVISED DRAFT PRODUCT-
SPECIFIC GUIDANCES FOR DRUG
PRODUCTS

Brimonidine tartrate (multiple Reference List-
ed Drugs).

Bromfenac sodium.

Ciprofloxacin hydrochloride.

Cobicistat; Elvitegravir; Emtricitabine;
Tenofovir alafenamide fumarate.

Dapsone.

Diclofenac sodium.

Emtricitabine; Rilpivirine hydrochloride;
Tenofovir alafenamide fumarate.

Emtricitabine; Tenofovir alafenamide fuma-
rate.

Esomeprazole magnesium.

TABLE 2—REVISED DRAFT PRODUCT-
SPECIFIC GUIDANCES FOR DRUG
ProbucTs—Continued

Lisdexamfetamine dimesylate.

Mesalamine.

Mycophenolate mofetil.

Ofloxacin.

Olopatadine hydrochloride (multiple Ref-
erence Listed Drugs).

Ropinirole hydrochloride.

Sucralfate.

Tadalafil.

For a complete history of previously
published Federal Register notices
related to product-specific guidances, go
to https://www.regulations.gov and
enter Docket No. FDA-2007-D-0369.

These draft guidances are being
issued consistent with FDA’s good
guidance practices regulation (21 CFR
10.115). These draft guidances, when
finalized, will represent the current
thinking of FDA on, among other things,
the product-specific design of BE
studies to support ANDAs. They do not
establish any rights for any person and
are not binding on FDA or the public.
You can use an alternative approach if
it satisfies the requirements of the
applicable statutes and regulations. This
guidance is not subject to Executive
Order 12866.

IV. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the draft guidances at either
https://www.fda.gov/Drugs/Guidance
ComplianceRegulatorylnformation/
Guidances/default.htm or https://
www.regulations.gov.

Dated: October 16, 2017.

Anna K. Abram,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Planning,
Legislation, and Analysis.

[FR Doc. 2017-22736 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2015-N-1349]

Extension of the Timetable
Requirement To Submit Study Data in
Logical Observation Identifiers Names
and Codes

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA or the Agency) is
announcing the extension of the
deadline to provide Logical Observation
Identifiers Names and Codes (LOINC)
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for clinical laboratory test results in
investigational study data provided in
regulatory submissions submitted to the
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research
and to the Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research. FDA has
determined, in response to industry
comments and internal review, that it is
appropriate to extend the date required
to submit LOINC codes in new drug
applications (NDAs), abbreviated new
drug applications (ANDAs), and
biologics license applications (BLAs),
and for certain investigational new
drugs (INDs). LOINC codes will be
required in NDAs, ANDAs, and BLAs
for studies that start after March 15,
2020 (March 15, 2021, for certain INDs).
ADDRESSES: You may submit either
electronic or written comments at any
time as follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.

e If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions” and “Instructions”).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

e For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for
information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA-
2015-N-1349 for “Extension of the
Timetable Requirement to Submit Study
Data in Logical Observation Identifiers
Names and Codes.” Received comments
will be placed in the docket and, except
for those submitted as “Confidential
Submissions,” publicly viewable at
https://www.regulations.gov or at the
Dockets Management Staff between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “‘confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA'’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ron
Fitzmartin, Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research, Food and Drug
Administration, 10903 New Hampshire
Ave., Bldg. 51, Rm. 1115, Silver Spring,
MD 20993-0002, 301-796-5333,
cderdatastandards@fda.hhs.gov; or
Stephen Ripley, Center for Biologics

Evaluation and Research, Food and
Drug Administration, 10903 New
Hampshire Ave., Bldg. 71, Rm. 7268,
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002, 240—
402-7911, stephen.ripley@fda.hhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May
14, 2015, FDA announced in the
Federal Register (80 FR 27690) its
adoption of LOINC for lab test results.
FDA supports LOINC-coded laboratory
test results because: (1) LOINC is widely
used among clinical laboratories; (2)
LOINC-coded lab data make the
information easier to understand and
analyze; and (3) the currently supported
exchange standard for laboratory test
results in clinical trials, the Study Data
Tabulation Model (available at http://
www.cdisc.org/sdtm), already supports
the exchange of LOINC codes (available
at https://loinc.org/). FDA’s decision to
adopt LOINC for lab test results is part
of a larger FDA effort to align the use of
data standards for clinical research with
ongoing nationwide health information
technology initiatives. The FDA Data
Standards Catalog was updated to
indicate FDA support for LOINC and a
requirement date of March 15, 2018, for
NDAs, ANDAs, and BLAs, and March
15, 2019, for certain INDs (see https://
www.fda.gov/forindustry/
datastandards/studydatastandards/
default.htm). FDA has determined, in
response to industry comments and
internal review, that it is appropriate to
extend the date required to submit
LOINC codes. LOINC codes will be
required in NDAs, ANDAs, and BLAs
for studies that start after March 15,
2020 (March 15, 2021, for certain INDs).
Although use of LOINC codes are not
required at this time, FDA continues to
support and encourages the use of
LOINC codes for clinical laboratory test
results used in investigational study
data.

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Leslie Kux,
Associate Commissioner for Policy.
[FR Doc. 2017-22768 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration
[Docket No. FDA-2017-D-6133]
Application of the “Solely Engaged”

Exemptions in Parts 117 and 507; Draft
Guidance for Industry; Availability

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notification of availability.
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SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA, the Agency, or
we) is announcing the availability of a
draft guidance for industry entitled
“Application of the “Solely Engaged”
Exemptions in Parts 117 and 507; Draft
Guidance for Industry.” The draft
guidance, when finalized, will help
establishments and facilities subject to
certain FDA regulations determine
whether they are “solely engaged” in
certain activities. Establishments and
facilities ““solely engaged” in certain
activities are exempt from some or all
requirements of the regulations.

DATES: Submit either electronic or
written comments on the draft guidance
by April 18, 2018, to ensure that the
Agency considers your comment on the
draft guidance before it begins work on
the final version of the guidance.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on any guidance at any time as follows:

Electronic Submissions

Submit electronic comments in the
following way:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.
Comments submitted electronically,
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to
the docket unchanged. Because your
comment will be made public, you are
solely responsible for ensuring that your
comment does not include any
confidential information that you or a
third party may not wish to be posted,
such as medical information, your or
anyone else’s Social Security number, or
confidential business information, such
as a manufacturing process. Please note
that if you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be
posted on https://www.regulations.gov.

¢ If you want to submit a comment
with confidential information that you
do not wish to be made available to the
public, submit the comment as a
written/paper submission and in the
manner detailed (see ‘“Written/Paper
Submissions’ and ‘“‘Instructions’).

Written/Paper Submissions

Submit written/paper submissions as
follows:

e Mail/Hand delivery/Courier (for
written/paper submissions): Dockets
Management Staff (HFA-305), Food and
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852.

e For written/paper comments
submitted to the Dockets Management
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as
well as any attachments, except for

information submitted, marked and
identified, as confidential, if submitted
as detailed in “Instructions.”

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the Docket No. FDA—
2017-D—6133 for ““‘Application of the
“Solely Engaged”” Exemptions in Parts
117 and 507: Guidance for Industry.”
Received comments will be placed in
the docket and, except for those
submitted as ““Confidential
Submissions,” publicly viewable at
https://www.regulations.gov or at the
Dockets Management Staff office
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

¢ Confidential Submissions—To
submit a comment with confidential
information that you do not wish to be
made publicly available, submit your
comments only as a written/paper
submission. You should submit two
copies total. One copy will include the
information you claim to be confidential
with a heading or cover note that states
“THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.” The
Agency will review this copy, including
the claimed confidential information, in
its consideration of comments. The
second copy, which will have the
claimed confidential information
redacted/blacked out, will be available
for public viewing and posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit
both copies to the Dockets Management
Staff. If you do not wish your name and
contact information to be made publicly
available, you can provide this
information on the cover sheet and not
in the body of your comments and you
must identify this information as
“confidential.” Any information marked
as “confidential” will not be disclosed
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20
and other applicable disclosure law. For
more information about FDA’s posting
of comments to public dockets, see 80
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access
the information at: https://www.gpo.gov/
fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-09-18/pdf/2015-
23389.pdf.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or the
electronic and written/paper comments
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the
docket number, found in brackets in the
heading of this document, into the
“Search” box and follow the prompts
and/or go to the Dockets Management
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061,
Rockville, MD 20852.

You may submit comments on any
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR
10.115(g)(5)).

Submit written requests for single
copies of the draft guidance to the Office
of Food Safety (HFS—300), Center for

Food Safety and Applied Nutrition,
Food and Drug Administration, 5001
Campus Dr., College Park, MD 20740.
Send two self-addressed adhesive labels
to assist that office in processing your
request. See the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section for electronic
access to the draft guidance.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions relating to the guidance as it
applies to human food: Jenny Scott,
Center for Food Safety and Applied
Nutrition, Food and Drug
Administration, 5001 Campus Dr.,
College Park, MD 20740, 240—-402—-2166.
For questions relating to the guidance as
it applies to animal food: Jeanette
Murphy, Center for Veterinary
Medicine, Food and Drug
Administration, 7519 Standish PL.,
Rockville, MD 20855, 240-402—6246.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

We are announcing the availability of
a draft guidance for industry entitled
“Application of the “Solely Engaged”
Exemptions in Parts 117 and 507.” We
are issuing the draft guidance consistent
with our good guidance practices
regulation (21 CFR 10.115). The draft
guidance, when finalized, will represent
the current thinking of the FDA on this
topic. It does not establish any rights for
any person and is not binding on FDA
or the public. You can use an alternate
approach if it satisfies the requirements
of the applicable statutes and
regulations. This guidance is not subject
to Executive Order 12866.

This guidance concerns two
regulations that we have established in
Title 21 of the Code of Federal
Regulations as part of our
implementation of the FDA Food Safety
Modernization Act (FSMA; Pub. L. 111—
353). These two regulations are part 117
(published in the Federal Register on
September 17, 2015, 80 FR 55908 and
part 507 (published in the Federal
Register on September 17, 2015, 80 FR
56170). This guidance is intended to
help establishments and facilities
subject to part 117 or part 507 determine
whether they are “solely engaged” in
certain activities. Establishments and
facilities ““solely engaged” in certain
activities are exempt from some or all
requirements in parts 117 or 507.

Parts 117 and 507 contain exemptions
specific to establishments and facilities
“solely engaged” in certain activities.
The relevant exemptions can be
categorized as follows: (1) Exemption
from human food current good
manufacturing practice (CGMP)
requirements, (2) exemption from
human food preventive controls
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requirements, (3) exemption from
animal food CGMP requirements, and
(4) exemption from animal food
preventive controls requirements.

This draft guidance, when finalized,
will clarify that if all of the activities
performed by an establishment are
exempt under one or more CGMP
exemptions, then the establishment is
not subject to the part 117 and/or part
507 CGMPs, as applicable. If all the
activities performed by a facility are
exempt under one or more preventive
controls exemptions, then the facility is
not subject to the part 117 and/or part
507 preventive controls requirements, as
applicable. If all the activities performed
by a facility are exempt under one or
more CGMP exemptions and one or
more preventive controls exemptions,
then the facility is not subject to the
CGMP or preventive controls
requirements in part 117 and/or part
507, as applicable.

II. Electronic Access

Persons with access to the internet
may obtain the draft guidance at either
https://www.fda.gov/FoodGuidances or
https://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/
ColorAdditives/
GuidanceComplianceRegulatory
Information/ucm153033.htm
(whichever is applicable) or https://
www.regulations.gov. Use the FDA Web
site listed in the previous sentence to
find the most current version of the
guidance.

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Anna K. Abram,

Deputy Commissioner for Policy, Planning,
Legislation, and Analysis.

[FR Doc. 2017-22731 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4164-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Center for Scientific Review; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which

would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Program
Project: Cell Biology.

Date: November 9, 2017.

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: David Balasundaram,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5189,
MSC 7840, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-435—
1022, balasundaramd@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Radiation Therapy and Biology.

Date: November 14-15, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Bo Hong, Ph.D., Scientific
Review Officer, Center for Scientific Review,
National Institutes of Health. 6701 Rockledge
Drive, Room 6194, MSC 7804, Bethesda, MD
20892, 301-996—6208, hongb@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; National
Swine Resource and Research center review.

Date: November 14, 2017.

Time: 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Katherine M. Malinda,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4140,
MSC 7814, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-435—
0912, Katherine_Malinda@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Disease
Prevention and Management, Risk Reduction
and Health Behavior Change.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Hotel Monaco, 2 North Charles
Street, Baltimore, MD 21201.

Contact Person: Michael John McQuestion,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 3114,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-480-1276,
mike.mcquestion@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Aging and Development, Auditory,
Vision and Low Vision Technologies.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: The Darcy Washington DC, 1515
Rhode Island Ave. NW., Washington, DC
20005.

Contact Person: Paek-Gyu Lee, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4201,
MSC 7812, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 613—
2064, leepg@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Cancer Biotherapeutics
Development.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Holiday Inn San Antonio Riverwalk,
217 N St. Mary’s, San Antonio, TX 78205.

Contact Person: Nicholas J. Donato, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4040,
Bethesda, MD 20817, 301-827-4810,
nick.donato@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Cancer Drug Development and
Therapeutics.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Holiday Inn San Antonio Riverwalk,
217 North St. Mary’s, San Antonio, TX
78205.

Contact Person: Lilia Topol, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 6192,
MSC 7804, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-451—
0131, Itopol@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Medical Imaging.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Hilton Alexandria Mark Center,
5000 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22311.

Contact Person: Leonid V. Tsap, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5128,
MSC 7854, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435—
2507, tsapl@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: AIDS and Related
Research Integrated Review Group; AIDS
Discovery and Development of Therapeutics
Study Section.

Date: November 16, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Mayflower Park Hotel, 405 Olive
Way, Seattle, WA 98101.

Contact Person: Shiv A. Prasad, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5220,
MSC 7852, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—443—
5779, prasads@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
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Business: Clinical Neurophysiology, Devices,
Neuroprosthetics, and Biosensors.

Date: November 16—17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Renaissance Washington, DC,
Dupont Circle, 1143 New Hampshire Avenue
NW., Washington, DC 20037.

Contact Person: Cristina Backman, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, ETTN IRG, Center
for Scientific Review National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5211,
MSC 7846, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—-480—
9069, cbackman@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Non-HIV Microbial Vaccines.

Date: November 16, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Embassy Suites at the Chevy Chase
Pavilion, 4300 Military Road NW.,
Washington, DC 20015.

Contact Person: Andrea Keane-Myers,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4218,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-435-1221,
andrea.keane-myers@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Drug Discovery for Aging,
Neuropsychiatric and Neurologic Disorders.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Time: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Residence Inn Arlington Pentagon
City, 550 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA
22202.

Contact Person: Joseph G. Rudolph, Ph.D,,
Chief and Scientific Review Officer, Center
for Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5186,
MSC 7844, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-408—
9098, josephru@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel;
Fellowships: Cell Biology, Developmental
Biology, and Bioengineering.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Time: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892.

Contact Person: Alexander Gubin, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4196,
MSC 7812, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-435—
2902, gubina@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Non-HIV Diagnostics, Food Safety,
Sterilization/Disinfection, and
Bioremediation.

Date: November 16-17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Residence Inn Bethesda, 7335
Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814.

Contact Person: Gagan Pandya, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, National Institutes
of Health, Center for Scientific Review, 6701
Rockledge Drive, RM 3200, MSC 7808,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-435-1167,
pandyaga@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: AIDS and Related
Research Integrated Review Group;
NeuroAIDS and other End-Organ Diseases
Study Section.

Date: November 16, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: The Fairmont Washington, DC, 2401
M Street NW., Washington, DC 20037.

Contact Person: Eduardo A. Montalvo,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5108,
MSC 7852, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435—
1168, montalve@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel;
Reproductive and Perinatal Biology.

Date: November 16, 2017.

Time: 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Gregory S. Shelness, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 6156,
Bethesda, MD 20892-7892, (301) 435—-0492,
shelnessgs@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Diabetes
and Obesity: Integrative Physiology and
Cellular Aspect Topics.

Date: November 16, 2017.

Time: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Hui Chen, MD., Scientific
Review Officer, Center for Scientific Review,
National Institutes of Health, 6701 Rockledge

Drive, Room 6164, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—

435-1044, chenhui@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Member
Conflict: Skeletal Biology, Pathogenesis, and
Regeneration.

Date: November 16, 2017.

Time: 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Yi-Hsin Liu, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4214,
MSC 7814, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-435—
1781, liuyh@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Cardiovascular and Surgical
Devices.

Date: November 17, 2017.

Time: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Embassy Suites Alexandria Old
Town, 1900 Diagonal Rd., Alexandria, VA
22314.

Contact Person: Jan Li, MD, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5106,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-402-9607, Jan.Li@
nih.gov.

Name of Committee: AIDS and Related
Research Integrated Review Group; HIV/
AIDS Vaccines Study Section.

Date: November 17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: The Westgate Hotel, 1055 Second
Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101.

Contact Person: Barna Dey, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 3184,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-435-0000, bdey@
mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Member
Conflict: Addictions, Depression, Bipolar
Disorder, and Schizophrenia.

Date: November 17, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Kristin Kramer, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5205,
MSC 7846, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 437—
0911, kramerkm®@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; PAR 16—
433—Support of NIGMS Program Project
Grants.

Date: November 17, 2017.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Luis Dettin, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 2208,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—-451-1327,
dettinle@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Topics in
Antimicrobial Resistance, Drug Discovery
and Clinical Field Studies.

Date: November 17, 2017.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Marci Scidmore, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
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Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 3192,
MSC 7808, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—435—
1149, marci.scidmore@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; PAR:
Development of Appropriate Pediatric
Formulations and Pediatric Drug Delivery
Systems.

Date: November 17, 2017.

Time: 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Residence Inn Arlington Pentagon
City, 550 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA
22202.

Contact Person: Joseph G. Rudolph, Ph.D.,
Chief and Scientific Review Officer, Center
for Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5186,
MSC 7844, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-408—
9098, josephru@csr.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine;
93.333, Clinical Research, 93.306, 93.333,
93.337, 93.393-93.396, 93.837-93.844,
93.846-93.878, 93.892, 93.893, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: October 13, 2017.
Anna Snouffer,

Deputy Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-22725 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Cancer Institute; Notice of
Charter Renewal

It is determined that the National
Cancer Institute Board of Scientific
Advisors is in the public interest in
connection with the performance of
duties imposed on the National Cancer
Institute and National Institutes of
Health by law, and that these duties can
best be performed through the advice
and counsel of this group.

In accordance with Title 41 of the
U.S. Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 102-3.65(a), notice is hereby
given that the Charter for the National
Cancer Institute Board of Scientific
Advisors was renewed for an additional
two-year period on October 8, 2017.

Inquiries may be directed to Anna
Snouffer, Acting Director, Office of
Federal Advisory Committee Policy,
Office of the Director, National
Institutes of Health, 6701 Democracy
Boulevard, Suite 1000, Bethesda,
Maryland 20892 (Mail code 4875),
Telephone (301) 496-2123, or
snouffea@od.nih.gov.

Dated: October 17, 2017.
Anna Snouffer,
Acting Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.
[FR Doc. 201722824 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases; Notice of Closed
Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The contract proposals and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the contract
proposals, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases Special
Emphasis Panel; Evaluation and Testing
Services for Vaccines and Other Biologics for
Diseases (NO1).

Date: November 14, 2017.

Time: 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate contract
proposals.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 5601
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Annie Walker-Abbey,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Scientific
Review Program, NIAID/NIH/DHHS, 5601
Fishers Lane, Room 3E70A, Rockville, MD

20852, 240-627-3390, aabbey@niaid.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.855, Allergy, Immunology,
and Transplantation Research; 93.856,
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
Research, National Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: October 17, 2017.
Natasha M. Copeland,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-22825 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Cancer Institute; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Initial Review Group; Subcommittee
A—Cancer Centers.

Date: November 30-December 1, 2017.

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 2:25 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Cambria Suites Rockville, 1 Helen
Heneghan Way, Rockville, MD 20850.

Contact Person: Shamala K. Srinivas,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Office of
Referral, Review, and Program Coordination,
Division of Extramural Activities, National
Cancer Institute, NIH, 9609 Medical Center
Drive, Room 7W530, Bethesda, MD 20892—
9750, 240-276—-6442, ssE37t@nih.g0V.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Special Emphasis Panel Gancer
Center Support Grant (P30).

Date: December 1, 2017.

Time: 2:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Cambria Suites, Rockville, 1 Helen
Heneghan Way, Rockville, MD 20850.

Contact Person: Adriana Stoica, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Resources and
Training Review Branch, Division of
Extramural Activities, National Cancer
Institute, NIH, 9609 Medical Center Drive,
Room 7W234, Bethesda, MD 20892—-9750,
240-276-6368, Stoicaa2@mail.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.392, Cancer Construction;
93.393, Cancer Cause and Prevention
Research; 93.394, Cancer Detection and
Diagnosis Research; 93.395, Cancer
Treatment Research; 93.396, Cancer Biology
Research; 93.397, Cancer Centers Support;
93.398, Cancer Research Manpower; 93.399,
Cancer Control, National Institutes of Health,
HHS)

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Melanie J. Pantoja,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-22729 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Center for Advancing
Translational Sciences; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Center for
Advancing Translational Sciences Special

Emphasis Panel; NTU NIH-Industry Program.

Date: November 13, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, One
Democracy Plaza, Room 1066, 6701
Democracy Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Barbara J. Nelson, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Office of Scientific
Review, National Center for Advancing
Translational Sciences (NCATS), National
Institutes of Health, 6701 Democracy Blvd.,
Democracy 1, Room 1080, Bethesda, MD
20892-4874, 301-435-0806, nelsonbj@
mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: National Center for
Advancing Translational Sciences Special
Emphasis Panel; Platform Delivery
Technologies for Nucleic Acid Therapeutics.

Date: November 15-16, 2017.

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, One
Democracy Plaza, Room 1078, 6701
Democracy Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Rahat (Rani) Khan, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Office of Scientific
Review, National Center for Advancing
Translational Sciences, 6701 Democracy
Blvd., Rm 1078, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—
894-7319, khanr2@csr.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.859, Pharmacology,
Physiology, and Biological Chemistry
Research; 93.350, B—Cooperative
Agreements; 93.859, Biomedical Research
and Research Training, National Institutes of
Health, HHS)

Dated: October 16, 2017.
David Clary,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-22727 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Center for Scientific Review; Notice of
Closed Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of the
following meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Member
Conflict: Health Care Delivery and
Methodologies Research.

Date: November 1, 2017.

Time: 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Jacinta Bronte-Tinkew,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 3164,
MSC 7770, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 806—
0009, brontetinkewjm@csr.nih.gov.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; PAR 15—
279: Strategies to Increase Delivery of
Guideline-Based Care to Populations with
Health Disparities.

Date: November 2, 2017.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892.

Contact Person: Yvonne Owens Ferguson,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 3139,
Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-827-3689,
fergusonyo@csr.nih.gov.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing

limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Member
Conflict: Ion Channels, Molecular
Pharmacology and Neuronal Circuits.

Date: November 3, 2017.

Time: 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Deborah L. Lewis, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4183,
MSC 7850, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-408—
9129, lewisdeb@csr.nih.gov.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Palliative
Care.

Date: November 6, 2017.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: Martha L. Hare, RN, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 3154,
MSC 7770, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 451—
8504, harem@mail.nih.gov.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Education, Training, and School-
based Health.

Date: November 7, 2017.

Time: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: John H. Newman, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 3222,
MSC 7808, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 435—
0628, newmanjh@csr.nih.gov.

This notice is being published less than 15
days prior to the meeting due to the timing
limitations imposed by the review and
funding cycle.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Provocative
Questions in Pediatric Cancer.

Date: November 13, 2017.

Time: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).
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Contact Person: Charles Morrow, MD,
Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 6202,
MSC 7804, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—451—
4467, morrowcs@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; PAR-16—
116: Bioengineering Research Partnerships
(Uo01).

Date: November 13, 2017.

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892.

Contact Person: Songtao Liu, MD,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 5108,
Bethesda, MD 20817, 301-435-3578,
songtao.liu@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel;
Fellowships: Genes, Genomes, and Genetics.

Date: November 14-15, 2017.

Time: 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Argonaut Hotel, 495 Jefferson Street,
San Francisco, CA 94109.

Contact Person: Ross D, Shonat, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 6196,
MSC 7804, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—435—
2786, ross.shonat@nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel;
Biomaterials, Delivery, and Nanotechnology.

Date: November 15, 2017.

Time: 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Telephone Conference Call).

Contact Person: David Filpula, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 6181,
MSC 7892, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301—435—
2902, filpuladr@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Small
Business: Orthopedic, Skeletal Muscle and
Oral Sciences.

Date: November 20-21, 2017.

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Embassy Suites by Hilton Chicago
O’Hare Rosemont, 5500 N River Rd.,
Rosemont, IL 60018.

Contact Person: Aftab A. Ansari, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, Center for
Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 4108,
MSC 7814, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-237—
9931, ansaria@csr.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: Center for Scientific
Review Special Emphasis Panel;
Fellowships: Endocrinology, Metabolism,
Nutrition, and Reproductive Science.

Date: November 20, 2017.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6701
Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Elaine Sierra-Rivera, Ph.D.,
Scientific Review Officer, EMNR IRG, Center
for Scientific Review, National Institutes of
Health, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 6182
MSC 7892, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301 435—
2514, riverase@csr.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine;
93.333, Clinical Research, 93.306, 93.333,
93.337, 93.393-93.396, 93.837-93.844,
93.846-93.878, 93.892, 93.893, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: October 16, 2017.
Sylvia L. Neal,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-22726 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Center for Advancing
Translational Sciences; Notice of
Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(a) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, notice is hereby given of a
meeting of the Cures Acceleration
Network Review Board.

The meeting will be open to the
public, viewing virtually by WebEx.

Individuals can register to view and
access the meeting by the link below.
https://nih.webex.com/nih/onstage/
g.php?MTID=e6a964963ab0c5b
7233829f6cdd393951.

Click “Register”. On the registration
form, enter your information and then
click “Submit” to complete the required
registration.

You will receive a personalized email
with the live event link.

Name of Committee: Cures Acceleration
Network (CAN) Review Board.

Date: December 15, 2017.

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Agenda: The CAN Review Board will meet
virtually to discuss updates regarding CAN
programs and next steps.

Place: National Institutes of Health, One
Democracy Plaza, Room 1072, 6701
Democracy Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20892
(Virtual Meeting).

Contact Person: Anna L. Ramsey-Ewing,
Ph.D., Executive Secretary, National Center
for Advancing Translational Sciences, 1
Democracy Plaza, Room 1072, Bethesda, MD
20892, 301-435—-0809, anna.ramseyewing@
nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.859, Pharmacology,

Physiology, and Biological Chemistry
Research; 93.350, B—Cooperative
Agreements; 93.859, Biomedical Research
and Research Training, National Institutes of
Health, HHS)

Dated: October 16, 2017.
David Clary,

Program Analyst, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 2017-22728 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

[Docket No. USCG—2017-0105]
Collection of Information Under
Review by Office of Management and

Budget; OMB Control Number: 1625—-
0002

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Thirty-day notice requesting
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 the
U.S. Coast Guard is forwarding an
Information Collection Request (ICR),
abstracted below, to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs
(OIRA), requesting approval for
reinstatement, without change, of the
following collection of information:
1625-0002, Application for Vessel
Inspection, Waiver, and Continuous
Synopsis Record. Our ICR describes the
information we seek to collect from the
public. Review and comments by OIRA
ensure we only impose paperwork
burdens commensurate with our
performance of duties.

DATES: Comments must reach the Coast
Guard and OIRA on or before November
20, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Coast Guard docket
number [USCG-2017-0105] to the Coast
Guard using the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at http://www.regulations.gov.
Alternatively, you may submit
comments to OIRA using one of the
following means:

(1) Email: dhsdeskofficer@
omb.eop.gov.

(2) Mail: OIRA, 725 17th Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20503, attention Desk
Officer for the Coast Guard.

A copy of the ICR is available through
the docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. Additionally,
copies are available from: Commandant
(CG-612), Attn: Paperwork Reduction
Act Manager, U.S. Coast Guard, 2703


https://nih.webex.com/nih/onstage/g.php?MTID=e6a964963ab0c5b7233829f6cdd393951
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave. SE., Stop
7710, Washington, DC 20593-7710.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact Mr. Anthony Smith, Office of
Information Management, telephone
202-475-3532, or fax 202—372-8405, for
questions on these documents.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation and Request for
Comments

This Notice relies on the authority of
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995;
44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended. An
ICR is an application to OIRA seeking
the approval, extension, or renewal of a
Coast Guard collection of information
(Collection). The ICR contains
information describing the Collection’s
purpose, the Collection’s likely burden
on the affected public, an explanation of
the necessity of the Collection, and
other important information describing
the Collection. There is one ICR for each
Collection.

The Coast Guard invites comments on
whether this ICR should be granted
based on the Collection being necessary
for the proper performance of
Departmental functions. In particular,
the Coast Guard would appreciate
comments addressing: (1) The practical
utility of the Collection; (2) the accuracy
of the estimated burden of the
Collection; (3) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of
information subject to the Collection;
and (4) ways to minimize the burden of
the Collection on respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. These
comments will help OIRA determine
whether to approve the ICR referred to
in this Notice.

We encourage you to respond to this
request by submitting comments and
related materials. Comments to Coast
Guard or OIRA must contain the OMB
Control Number of the ICR. They must
also contain the docket number of this
request, [USCG-2017-0105], and must
be received by November 20, 2017.

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to submit
comments through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. If your material
cannot be submitted using http://
www.regulations.gov, contact the person
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document for
alternate instructions. Documents
mentioned in this notice, and all public
comments, are in our online docket at
http://www.regulations.gov and can be
viewed by following that Web site’s

instructions. Additionally, if you go to
the online docket and sign up for email
alerts, you will be notified when
comments are posted.

We accept anonymous comments. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided. For more about privacy and
the docket, you may review a Privacy
Act notice regarding the Federal Docket
Management System in the March 24,
2005, issue of the Federal Register (70
FR 15086).

OIRA posts its decisions on ICRs
online at http://www.reginfo.gov/public/
do/PRAMain after the comment period
for each ICR. An OMB Notice of Action
on each ICR will become available via
a hyperlink in the OMB Control
Number: 1625-0002.

Previous Request for Comments

This request provides a 30-day
comment period required by OIRA. The
Coast Guard published the 60-day
notice (82 FR 35979, August 2, 2017)
required by 44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2). That
Notice elicited no comments.
Accordingly, no changes have been
made to the Collections.

Information Collection Request

Title: Applications for Vessel
Inspection, Waiver, and Continuous
Synopsis Record.

OMB Control Number: 1625-0002.

Summary: The collection of
information requires the owner,
operator, agent, or master of a vessel to
apply in writing to the Coast Guard
before the commencement of an
inspection for certification, when a
waiver is desired from the requirements
of navigation and vessel inspection, or
to request a Continuous Synopsis
Record.

Need: Title 46 U.S. Code 3306
authorizes the Coast Guard to establish
regulations to protect life, property, and
the environment. The reporting
requirements are part of the Coast
Guard’s Marine Safety Program.

Forms: CG-2633, Application for
Waiver and Waiver Order; CG-3752,
Application for Inspection of U.S.
Vessel; CG-3752A, Application for
Inspection of U.S. Vessel (New
Construction); CG-6039, Application for
Continuous Synopsis Record.

Respondents: Vessel owner, operator,
agent, master or interested U.S.
Government agency.

Frequency: On occasion, annually, or
on a 5-year cycle.

Hour Burden Estimate: The estimated
burden has decreased from 1,172 hours
to 741 hours per year due to a decrease

in the estimated annual number of
respondents.

Authority: The Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as
amended.

Dated: October 12, 2017.

James D. Roppel,

U.S. Coast Guard, Acting Chief, Office of
Information Management.

[FR Doc. 2017-22853 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

[Docket No. USCG-2017-0126]
Collection of Information Under
Review by Office of Management and

Budget; OMB Control Number: 1625—
0082

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Thirty-day notice requesting
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 the
U.S. Coast Guard is forwarding an
Information Collection Request (ICR),
abstracted below, to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs
(OIRA), requesting approval for
reinstatement, without change, of the
following collection of information:
1625-0082, Navigation Safety
Information and Emergency Instructions
for Certain Towing Vessels. Our ICR
describes the information we seek to
collect from the public. Review and
comments by OIRA ensure we only
impose paperwork burdens
commensurate with our performance of
duties.

DATES: Comments must reach the Coast
Guard and OIRA on or before November
20, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Coast Guard docket
number [USCG-2017-0126] to the Coast
Guard using the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at http://www.regulations.gov.
Alternatively, you may submit
comments to OIRA using one of the
following means:

(1) Email:
dhsdeskofficer@omb.eop.gov.

(2) Mail: OIRA, 725 17th Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20503, attention Desk
Officer for the Coast Guard.

A copy of the ICR is available through
the docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. Additionally,
copies are available from:
COMMANDANT (CG-612), ATTN:
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Paperwork Reduction Act Manager, U.S.
Coast Guard, 2703 Martin Luther King
Jr. Ave. SE., Stop 7710, Washington, DC
20593-7710.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Anthony Smith, Office of Information
Management, telephone 202-475-3532,
or fax 202-372-8405, for questions on
these documents.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation and Request for
Comments

This Notice relies on the authority of
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995;
44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended. An
ICR is an application to OIRA seeking
the approval, extension, or renewal of a
Coast Guard collection of information
(Collection). The ICR contains
information describing the Collection’s
purpose, the Collection’s likely burden
on the affected public, an explanation of
the necessity of the Collection, and
other important information describing
the Collection. There is one ICR for each
Collection.

The Coast Guard invites comments on
whether this ICR should be granted
based on the Collection being necessary
for the proper performance of
Departmental functions. In particular,
the Coast Guard would appreciate
comments addressing: (1) The practical
utility of the Collection; (2) the accuracy
of the estimated burden of the
Collection; (3) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of
information subject to the Collection;
and (4) ways to minimize the burden of
the Collection on respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. These
comments will help OIRA determine
whether to approve the ICR referred to
in this Notice.

We encourage you to respond to this
request by submitting comments and
related materials. Comments to Coast
Guard or OIRA must contain the OMB
Control Number of the ICR. They must
also contain the docket number of this
request, [USCG-2017—-0126], and must
be received by November 20, 2017.

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to submit
comments through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. If your material
cannot be submitted using http://
www.regulations.gov, contact the person
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document for
alternate instructions. Documents
mentioned in this notice, and all public
comments, are in our online docket at

http://www.regulations.gov and can be
viewed by following that Web site’s
instructions. Additionally, if you go to
the online docket and sign up for email
alerts, you will be notified when
comments are posted.

We accept anonymous comments. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided. For more about privacy and
the docket, you may review a Privacy
Act notice regarding the Federal Docket
Management System in the March 24,
2005, issue of the Federal Register (70
FR 15086).

OIRA posts its decisions on ICRs
online at http://www.reginfo.gov/public/
do/PRAMain after the comment period
for each ICR. An OMB Notice of Action
on each ICR will become available via
a hyperlink in the OMB Control
Number: 1625-0082.

Previous Request for Comments

This request provides a 30-day
comment period required by OIRA. The
Coast Guard published the 60-day
notice (82 FR 34960, July 27, 2017)
required by 44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2). We
received two comments from a
commenter to the 60-day Notice. The
first comment was about the navigation
charts and publications requirements for
small towing vessels that operate on
inland waters. The commenter stated
that the requirements for these vessels
should not be the same as the
requirements for vessels on other
voyages. We agree. 33 CFR 164.72
prescribes fewer publication carriage
requirements for vessels engaged in
towing exclusively on Western Rivers
than for those that operate elsewhere
(towing or otherwise). Furthermore, the
Coast Guard has allowed electronic
carriage of some publications further
reducing burden (see Navigation and
Vessel Inspection Circular 01-16).

The second comment was about the
Muster List and Emergency Instructions
requirements. The commenter stated
that we should take into account various
levels of risk, and not apply the rules to
all towing vessels. Again, we agree. The
Muster List and Emergency Instructions
requirements in 33 CFR 199.80 do not
apply to towing vessels inspected under
46 CFR Subchapter M. These
requirements apply to towing vessels
inspected under 46 CFR Subchapter I on
international voyages. The comments
result in no changes to the Collection.

Information Collection Request

Title: Navigation Safety Information
and Emergency Instructions for Certain
Towing Vessels.

OMB Control Number: 1625-0082.

Summary: Navigation safety
regulations in 33 CFR part 164 help
assure that the mariner piloting a towing
vessel has adequate equipment, charts,
maps, and other publications. For
inspected towing vessels, under 46 CFR
199.80 a muster list and emergency
instructions provide effective plans and
references for crew to follow in an
emergency situation.

Need: The purpose of the regulations
is to improve the safety of towing
vessels and the crews that operate them.

Forms: None.

Respondents: Owners, operators and
masters of vessels.

Frequency: On occasion.

Hour Burden Estimate: The estimated
burden has increased from 345,620
hours to 369,980 hours a year due to an
increase in the estimated annual
number of respondents.

Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended.

Dated: October 12, 2017.

James D. Roppel,

U.S. Coast Guard, Acting Chief, Office of
Information Management.

[FR Doc. 2017-22707 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

[Docket No. USCG—2017-0009]
Information Collection Request to

Office of Management and Budget;
OMB Control Number: 1625-0120

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Sixty-day notice requesting
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
U.S. Coast Guard intends to submit an
Information Collection Request (ICR) to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), requesting an
extension of its approval for the
following collection of information:
1625-0120, U.S. Coast Guard Non-
Appropriated Fund Employment
Application without change. Our ICR
describes the information we seek to
collect from the public. Before
submitting this ICR to OIRA, the Coast
Guard is inviting comments as
described below.

DATES: Comments must reach the Coast
Guard on or before December 19, 2017.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Coast Guard docket
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number [USCG-2017-0009] to the Coast
Guard using the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at http://www.regulations.gov.
See the “Public participation and
request for comments” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
further instructions on submitting
comments.

A copy of the ICR is available through
the docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. Additionally,
copies are available from: Commandant
(CG-612), Attn: Paperwork Reduction
Act Manager, U.S. Coast Guard, 2703
Martin Luther King Jr Ave. SE., Stop
7710, Washington, DC 20593-7710.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact Mr. Anthony Smith, Office of
Information Management, telephone
202—-475-3532, or fax 202—-372-8405, for
questions on these documents.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation and Request for
Comments

This Notice relies on the authority of
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995;
44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended. An
ICR is an application to OIRA seeking
the approval, extension, or renewal of a
Coast Guard collection of information
(Collection). The ICR contains
information describing the Collection’s
purpose, the Collection’s likely burden
on the affected public, an explanation of
the necessity of the Collection, and
other important information describing
the Collection. There is one ICR for each
Collection.

The Coast Guard invites comments on
whether this ICR should be granted
based on the Collection being necessary
for the proper performance of
Departmental functions. In particular,
the Coast Guard would appreciate
comments addressing: (1) The practical
utility of the Collection; (2) the accuracy
of the estimated burden of the
Collection; (3) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of
information subject to the Collection;
and (4) ways to minimize the burden of
the Collection on respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. In response to
your comments, we may revise this ICR
or decide not to seek an extension of
approval for the Collection. We will
consider all comments and material
received during the comment period.

We encourage you to respond to this
request by submitting comments and
related materials. Comments must
contain the OMB Control Number of the
ICR and the docket number of this
request, [USCG-2017-0009], and must
be received by December 19, 2017.

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to submit
comments through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. If your material
cannot be submitted using http://
www.regulations.gov, contact the person
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document for
alternate instructions. Documents
mentioned in this notice, and all public
comments, are in our online docket at
http://www.regulations.gov and can be
viewed by following that Web site’s
instructions. Additionally, if you go to
the online docket and sign up for email
alerts, you will be notified when
comments are posted.

We accept anonymous comments. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided. For more about privacy and
the docket, you may review a Privacy
Act notice regarding the Federal Docket
Management System in the March 24,
2005, issue of the Federal Register (70
FR 15086).

Information Collection Request

Title: U.S. Coast Guard Non-
appropriated Fund Employment
Application.

OMB Control Number: 1625-0120.

Summary: The USCG Non-
Appropriated Fund Employment
Application form is used to collect
applicant qualification information
associated with vacancy
announcements. The form allows
individuals to apply for employment
opportunities with the Coast Guard
Non-appropriated Fund (NAF)
workforce and fills the gap created by
the cancellation of the optional
Application for Federal Employment,
form OF-612, OMB No. 3206—0219.

Need: The U.S. Coast Guard rates
applicants under the authority of Title
5 of U.S. Code, Sections 1104, 2103,
3301 and 3320. The Optional
Application for Federal Employment,
Form OF-612, was cancelled and the
information is now collected in USA
Jobs. The NAF personnel system does
not utilize USA Jobs because of the high
cost and high turnover rate and thus
relied heavily on form OF-612 for
applicants.

Forms: CG-1227B, Non-Appropriated
Fund Employment Application.

Respondents: Public applying for
positions with the USCG Non-
appropriated fund workforce.

Frequency: Per vacancy
announcements.

Hour Burden Estimate: The estimated
burden has decreased from 8,400 hours

to 3,837 hours a year due to a decrease
in the estimated annual number of
respondents.
Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended.
Dated: October 16, 2017.
James D. Roppel,

U.S. Coast Guard, Acting Chief, Office of
Information Management.

[FR Doc. 2017-22838 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard
[Docket No. USCG—2017-0949]
Information Collection Request to

Office of Management and Budget;
OMB Control Number: 1625-0106

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Sixty-day notice requesting
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
U.S. Coast Guard intends to submit an
Information Collection Request (ICR) to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), requesting an
extension of its approval for the
following collection of information:
1625-0106, Unauthorized Entry into
Cuban Territorial Waters; without
change. Our ICR describes the
information we seek to collect from the
public. Before submitting this ICR to
OIRA, the Coast Guard is inviting
comments as described below.

DATES: Comments must reach the Coast
Guard on or before December 19, 2017.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Coast Guard docket
number [USCG-2017-0949] to the Coast
Guard using the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at http://www.regulations.gov.
See the “Public participation and
request for comments” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
further instructions on submitting
comments.

A copy of the ICR is available through
the docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. Additionally,
copies are available from: Commandant
(CG-612), Attn: Paperwork Reduction
Act Manager, U.S. Coast Guard, 2703
Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE., Stop
7710, Washington, DC 20593-7710.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact Mr. Anthony Smith, Office of
Information Management, telephone
202—-475-3532, or fax 202—-372-8405, for
questions on these documents.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation and Request for
Comments

This Notice relies on the authority of
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995;
44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended. An
ICR is an application to OIRA seeking
the approval, extension, or renewal of a
Coast Guard collection of information
(Collection). The ICR contains
information describing the Collection’s
purpose, the Collection’s likely burden
on the affected public, an explanation of
the necessity of the Collection, and
other important information describing
the Collection. There is one ICR for each
Collection.

The Coast Guard invites comments on
whether this ICR should be granted
based on the Collection being necessary
for the proper performance of
Departmental functions. In particular,
the Coast Guard would appreciate
comments addressing: (1) The practical
utility of the Collection; (2) the accuracy
of the estimated burden of the
Collection; (3) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of
information subject to the Collection;
and (4) ways to minimize the burden of
the Collection on respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. In response to
your comments, we may revise this ICR
or decide not to seek an extension of
approval for the Collection. We will
consider all comments and material
received during the comment period.

We encourage you to respond to this
request by submitting comments and
related materials. Comments must
contain the OMB Control Number of the
ICR and the docket number of this
request, [USCG—2017-0949], and must
be received by December 19, 2017.

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to submit
comments through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. If your material
cannot be submitted using http://
www.regulations.gov, contact the person
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document for
alternate instructions. Documents
mentioned in this notice, and all public
comments, are in our online docket at
http://www.regulations.gov and can be
viewed by following that Web site’s
instructions. Additionally, if you go to
the online docket and sign up for email
alerts, you will be notified when
comments are posted.

We accept anonymous comments. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://

www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided. For more about privacy and
the docket, you may review a Privacy
Act notice regarding the Federal Docket
Management System in the March 24,
2005, issue of the Federal Register (70
FR 15086).

Information Collection Request

Title: Unauthorized Entry into Cuban
Territorial Waters.

OMB Control Number: 1625-0106.

Summary: The Coast Guard, pursuant
to Presidential proclamation and order
of the Secretary of Homeland Security,
is requiring U.S. vessels, and vessels
without nationality, less than 100
meters, located within the internal
waters or the 12 nautical mile territorial
sea of the United States, that thereafter
enter Cuban territorial waters, to apply
for and receive a Coast Guard permit.

Need: The information is collected to
regulate departure from U.S. territorial
waters of U.S. vessels, and vessels
without nationality and entry thereafter
into Cuban territorial waters. The need
to regulate this vessel traffic supports
ongoing efforts to enforce the Cuban
embargo, which is designed to bring
about an end to the current government
and a peaceful transition to democracy.
Accordingly, only applicants that
demonstrate prior U.S. government
approval for exports to and transactions
with Cuba will be issued a Coast Guard
permit.

The permit regulation requires that
applicants hold United States
Department of Commerce, Bureau of
Industry and Security (BIS) and U.S.
Department of Treasury the Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) licenses
that permit exports to and transactions
with Cuba. The USCG permit process
thus allows the agency to collect
information from applicants about their
status vis-a-vis BIS and OFAC licenses
and monitor compliance with BIS and
OFAC regulations. These two agencies
administer statutes and regulations that
proscribe exports to (BIS) and
transactions with (OFAC) Cuba.
Accordingly, in order to assist BIS and
OFAC in the enforcement of these
license requirements, as directed by the
President and the Secretary of
Homeland Security, the Coast Guard is
requiring certain U.S. vessels, and
vessels without nationality, to
demonstrate that they hold these
licenses before they depart for Cuban
waters.

Forms: CG-3300, U.S. Coast Guard
Application for Permit to Enter Cuban
Territorial Seas.

Respondents: Owners and operators
of vessels.

Frequency: On occasion.

Hour Burden Estimate: The estimated
burden has increased from 01 hours to
351 hours a year due to the increase in
applicants after the normalization of
relations with the Cuban government.

Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended.
Dated: October 16, 2017.
James D. Roppel,

U.S. Coast Guard, Acting Chief, Office of
Information Management.

[FR Doc. 2017-22840 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

[Docket No. USCG—-2017-0879]

Information Collection Request to
Office of Management and Budget;
OMB Control Number: 1625-0072

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Sixty-day notice requesting
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
U.S. Coast Guard intends to submit an
Information Collection Request (ICR) to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), requesting
approval for reinstatement, without
change, of the following collection of
information: 1625—-0072, Waste
Management Plans, Refuse Discharge
Logs, Letters of Instruction for Certain
Persons-in-Charge (PIC) and Great Lakes
Dry Cargo Residue Recordkeeping. Our
ICR describes the information we seek
to collect from the public. Before
submitting this ICR to OIRA, the Coast
Guard is inviting comments as
described below.

DATES: Comments must reach the Coast
Guard on or before December 19, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Coast Guard docket
number [USCG-2017-0879] to the Coast
Guard using the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at http://www.regulations.gov.
See the “Public participation and
request for comments” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
further instructions on submitting
comments.

A copy of the ICR is available through
the docket on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov. Additionally,
copies are available from: Commandant
(CG-612), Attn: Paperwork Reduction
Act Manager, U.S. Coast Guard, 2703
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Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE., Stop
7710, Washington, DC 20593-7710.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact Mr. Anthony Smith, Office of
Information Management, telephone
202-475-3532, or fax 202—372-8405, for
questions on these documents.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation and Request for
Comments

This Notice relies on the authority of
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995;
44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended. An
ICR is an application to OIRA seeking
the approval, extension, or renewal of a
Coast Guard collection of information
(Collection). The ICR contains
information describing the Collection’s
purpose, the Collection’s likely burden
on the affected public, an explanation of
the necessity of the Collection, and
other important information describing
the Collection. There is one ICR for each
Collection.

The Coast Guard invites comments on
whether this ICR should be granted
based on the Collection being necessary
for the proper performance of
Departmental functions. In particular,
the Coast Guard would appreciate
comments addressing: (1) The practical
utility of the Collection; (2) the accuracy
of the estimated burden of the
Collection; (3) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of
information subject to the Collection;
and (4) ways to minimize the burden of
the Collection on respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. In response to
your comments, we may revise this ICR
or decide not to seek reinstatement of
the Collection. We will consider all
comments and material received during
the comment period.

We encourage you to respond to this
request by submitting comments and
related materials. Comments must
contain the OMB Control Number of the
ICR and the docket number of this
request, [USCG-2017-0879], and must
be received by December 19, 2017.

Submitting Comments

We encourage you to submit
comments through the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. If your material
cannot be submitted using http://
www.regulations.gov, contact the person
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document for
alternate instructions. Documents
mentioned in this notice, and all public
comments, are in our online docket at
http://www.regulations.gov and can be

viewed by following that Web site’s
instructions. Additionally, if you go to
the online docket and sign up for email
alerts, you will be notified when
comments are posted.

We accept anonymous comments. All
comments received will be posted
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided. For more about privacy and
the docket, you may review a Privacy
Act notice regarding the Federal Docket
Management System in the March 24,
2005, issue of the Federal Register (70
FR 15086).

Information Collection Request

Title: Waste Management Plans,
Refuse Discharge Logs, Letters of
Instruction for Certain Persons-in-
Charge (PIC) and Great Lakes Dry Cargo
Residue Recordkeeping.

OMB Control Number: 1625-0072.

Summary: This information is needed
to ensure that: (1) Certain U.S.
oceangoing vessels develop and
maintain a waste management plan; (2)
certain U.S. oceangoing vessels
maintain refuse discharge records; (3)
certain individuals that act as person-in-
charge of the transfer of fuel receive a
letter of instruction, for prevention of
pollution; and (4) certain Great Lakes
vessels comply with dry cargo residue
requirements.

Need: This collection of information
is needed as part of the Coast Guard’s
pollution prevention compliance
program.

Forms: None.

Respondents: Owners, operators,
masters, and persons-in-charge of
vessels.

Frequency: On occasion.

Hour Burden Estimate: The estimated
burden has increased from 65,696 hours
to 116,095 hours a year due to an
estimated increase in the annual
number of respondents.

Authority: The Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as
amended.

Dated: October 16, 2017.

James D. Roppel,

U.S. Coast Guard, Acting Chief, Office of
Information Management.

[FR Doc. 2017-22839 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
[1651-0011]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Declaration for Free Entry of
Returned American Products

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 60-Day notice and request for
comments; extension of an existing
collection of information.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection will be submitting the
following information collection request
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). The
information collection is published in
the Federal Register to obtain comments
from the public and affected agencies.
Comments are encouraged and will be
accepted (no later than December 19,
2017) to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or
suggestions regarding the item(s)
contained in this notice must include
the OMB Control Number 1651-0011 in
the subject line and the agency name.
To avoid duplicate submissions, please
use only one of the following methods
to submit comments:

(1) Email. Submit comments to: CBP_
PRA@cbp.dhs.gov.

(2) Mail. Submit written comments to
CBP Paperwork Reduction Act Officer,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Office of Trade, Regulations and
Rulings, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, 90 K Street NE., 10th Floor,
Washington, DC 20229-1177.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional PRA information
should be directed to CBP Paperwork
Reduction Act Officer, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, Office of Trade,
Regulations and Rulings, Economic
Impact Analysis Branch, 90 K Street
NE., 10th Floor, Washington, DC 20229—
1177, or via email CBP_PRA@
cbp.dhs.gov. Please note that the contact
information provided here is solely for
questions regarding this notice.
Individuals seeking information about
other CBP programs should contact the
CBP National Gustomer Service Center
at 877-227-5511, (TTY) 1-800—877—
8339, or CBP Web site at https://
www.cbp.gov/.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: CBP
invites the general public and other
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Federal agencies to comment on the
proposed and/or continuing information
collections pursuant to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.). This process is conducted in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.8. Written
comments and suggestions from the
public and affected agencies should
address one or more of the following
four points: (1) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
suggestions to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (4) suggestions to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses. The
comments that are submitted will be
summarized and included in the request
for approval. All comments will become
a matter of public record.

Overview of This Information
Collection

Title: Declaration for Free Entry of
Returned American Products.

OMB Number: 1651-0011.

Form Number: CBP Form 3311.

Action: CBP proposes to extend the
expiration date of this information
collection with no change to the burden
hours or to the information collected on
Form 3311.

Type of Review: Extension (with no
change).

Abstract: CBP Form 3311, Declaration
for Free Entry of Returned American
Products, is used by importers and their
agents when duty-free entry is claimed
for a shipment of returned American
products under the Harmonized Tariff
Schedules of the United States. This
form serves as a declaration that the
goods are American made and that they
have not been advanced in value or
improved in condition while abroad;
were not previously entered under a
temporary importation under bond
provision; and that drawback was never
claimed and/or paid. CBP Form 3311 is
authorized by 19 CFR 10.1, 10.66, 10.67,
12.41, 123.4, and 143.23 and is
accessible at: http://www.cbp.gov/
newsroom/publications/
forms?title=3311&=Apply.

Affected Public: Businesses.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
12,000.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 35.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 420,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 6
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 42,000.

Dated: October 17, 2017.
Seth Renkema,

Branch Chief, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[FR Doc. 2017-22845 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-14-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
[1651-0008]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Application for Identification
Card

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 60-Day notice and request for
comments; extension of an existing
collection of information.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection will be submitting the
following information collection request
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). The
information collection is published in
the Federal Register to obtain comments
from the public and affected agencies.
Comments are encouraged and will be
accepted (no later than December 19,
2017) to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or
suggestions regarding the item(s)
contained in this notice must include
the OMB Control Number 1651-0008 in
the subject line and the agency name.
To avoid duplicate submissions, please
use only one of the following methods
to submit comments:

(1) Email. Submit comments to: CBP_
PRA@cbp.dhs.gov.

(2) Mail. Submit written comments to
CBP Paperwork Reduction Act Officer,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Office of Trade, Regulations and
Rulings, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, 90 K Street NE., 10th Floor,
Washington, DC 20229-1177.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional PRA information

should be directed to CBP Paperwork
Reduction Act Officer, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, Office of Trade,
Regulations and Rulings, Economic
Impact Analysis Branch, 90 K Street
NE., 10th Floor, Washington, DC 20229—
1177, or via email CBP_PRA@
cbp.dhs.gov. Please note that the contact
information provided here is solely for
questions regarding this notice.
Individuals seeking information about
other CBP programs should contact the
CBP National Customer Service Center
at 877-227-5511, (TTY) 1-800-877—
8339, or CBP Web site at https://
www.cbp.gov/.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: CBP
invites the general public and other
Federal agencies to comment on the
proposed and/or continuing information
collections pursuant to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.). This process is conducted in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.8. Written
comments and suggestions from the
public and affected agencies should
address one or more of the following
four points: (1) Whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
suggestions to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (4) suggestions to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses. The
comments that are submitted will be
summarized and included in the request
for approval. All comments will become
a matter of public record.

Overview of This Information
Collection

Title: Application for Identification
Card.

OMB Number: 1651-0008.

Form Number: CBP Form 3078.

Action: CBP proposes to extend the
expiration date of this information
collection with no change to the
estimated burden hours or to CBP Form
3078.

Type of Review: Extension (without
change).

Abstract: CBP Form 3078, Application
for Identification Card, is filled out in
order to obtain an Identification Card
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which is used to gain access to CBP
security areas. This form collects
biographical information and is usually
completed by licensed Cartmen or
Lightermen whose duties require
receiving, transporting, or otherwise
handling imported merchandise which
has not been released from CBP custody.
This form is submitted to the local CBP
office at the port of entry that the
respondent will be requesting access to
the Federal Inspection Section. Form
3078 is authorized by 19 U.S.C. 66,
1551, 1555, 1565, 1624, 1641; and 19
CFR 112.42, 118, 122.182, and 146.6.
This form is accessible at: http://
www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/CBP%20Form%203078.pdyf.

Affected Public: Businesses.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
150,000.

Estimated Number of Total Annual
Responses: 150,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 17
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 42,450.

Dated: October 17, 2017.
Seth Renkema,

Branch Chief, Economic Impact Analysis
Branch, U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[FR Doc. 2017-22846 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-14-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-4337-
DR; Docket ID FEMA—-2017-0001]

Florida; Amendment No. 11 to Notice
of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Florida (FEMA—-4337-DR),
dated September 10, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
October 5, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Florida is hereby amended to
include the following areas among those
areas determined to have been adversely
affected by the event declared a major

disaster by the President in his
declaration of September 10, 2017.

Alachua, Bradford, Brevard, DeSoto, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Hardee, Highlands, Indian River,
Lafayette, Lake, Levy, Marion, Martin,
Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, St.
Lucie, Sumter, Union, and Volusia Counties
for Public Assistance [Categories C-G]
(already designated for Individual Assistance
and assistance for debris removal and
emergency protective measures [Categories A
and BJ, including direct federal assistance,
under the Public Assistance program).

Jefferson, Leon, Taylor, and Wakulla
Counties for Public Assistance [Categories C—
G] (already designated for debris removal and
emergency protective measures [Categories A
and BJ, including direct federal assistance,
under the Public Assistance program).

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22743 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-12-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-4337-
DR; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Florida; Amendment No. 12 to Notice
of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Florida (FEMA—4337-DR),
dated September 10, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
October 11, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Florida is hereby amended to
include the following areas among those
areas determined to have been adversely
affected by the event declared a major
disaster by the President in his
declaration of September 10, 2017.

Citrus, Columbia, Hernando, Polk, and
Suwannee Counties for Public Assistance
[Categories G-G] (already designated for
Individual Assistance and assistance for
debris removal and emergency protective
measures [Categories A and B], including
direct federal assistance, under the Public
Assistance program).

Gadsden, Liberty, and Madison Counties
for Public Assistance [Categories C-G]
(already designated for debris removal and
emergency protective measures [Categories A
and B], including direct federal assistance,
under the Public Assistance program).

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22745 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-3389—
EM; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Alabama; Emergency and Related
Determinations

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice corrects the
previous Federal Register notice of an
emergency declaration for the State of
Alabama (FEMA—-3389-EM), dated
September 11, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This correction was issued on
October 11, 2017.


http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/CBP%20Form%203078.pdf
http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/CBP%20Form%203078.pdf
http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/CBP%20Form%203078.pdf
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FEMA
previously published a Federal Register
notice on October 2, 2017 at 82 FR
45875 providing notice of a Presidential
declaration of an emergency for the
State of Alabama. That notice
incorrectly stated that all 67 counties in
the State of Alabama and the Poarch
Band of Creek Indians had been
designated as eligible for debris removal
and emergency protective measures
(Categories A and B), including direct
federal assistance, under the Public
Assistance program. The 67 counties in
the State of Alabama and the Poarch
Band of Creek Indians are only
designated as eligible for emergency
protective measures (Category B),
including direct federal assistance,
under the Public Assistance program.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22747 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-4337-
DR; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Florida; Amendment No. 10 to Notice
of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster for the State of
Florida (FEMA—-4337-DR), dated
September 10, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
October 2, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that, in a letter dated
October 2, 2017, the President amended
the cost-sharing arrangements regarding
Federal funds provided under the
authority of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.
(the “Stafford Act”), in a letter to Brock

Long, Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Department of
Homeland Security, under Executive
Order 12148, as follows:

I have determined that the damage in
certain areas of the State of Florida resulting
from Hurricane Irma beginning on September
4, 2017, and continuing, is of sufficient
severity and magnitude that special cost
sharing arrangements are warranted
regarding Federal funds provided under the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et
seq. (the “Stafford Act”).

Therefore, I amend my declaration of
September 10, 2017, to authorize a 90 percent
Federal cost share for debris removal,
including direct federal assistance, for one
period of 30 consecutive days established by
the State of Florida, applicable to all eligible
applicants.

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017—-22744 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA—-4340—-
DR; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Virgin Islands; Amendment No. 3 to
Notice of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands
(FEMA-4340-DR), dated September 20,
2017, and related determinations.
DATES: This amendment was issued
October 5, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and

Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands is
hereby amended to include permanent
work under the Public Assistance
program for those areas determined to
have been adversely affected by the
event declared a major disaster by the
President in his declaration of
September 20, 2017.

All islands in the territory of the U.S.
Virgin Islands for Public Assistance
[Categories C—G] (already designated for
Individual Assistance and assistance for
debris removal and emergency protective
measures [Categories A and B], including
direct federal assistance, under the Public
Assistance program).

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22742 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-4338—
DR; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Georgia; Amendment No. 5 to Notice of
a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Georgia (FEMA—4338-DR),
dated September 15, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
October 11, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
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Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Georgia is hereby amended to
include the following areas among those
areas determined to have been adversely
affected by the event declared a major
disaster by the President in his
declaration of September 15, 2017.

Echols, Effingham, Lowndes, and Tift
Counties for Public Assistance [Categories C—
G] (already designated for debris removal and
emergency protective measures [Categories A
and B], including direct federal assistance,
under the Public Assistance program).

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22738 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-3392—-
EM; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Louisiana; Amendment No. 1 to Notice
of an Emergency Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of an emergency declaration for the
State of Louisiana (FEMA-3392-EM),
dated October 6, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
October 7, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of an emergency declaration for the
State of Louisiana is hereby amended to
include the following areas among those
areas determined to have been adversely
affected by the event declared an
emergency by the President in his
declaration of October 6, 2017.

St. Helena and Washington Parishes for
emergency protective measures (Category B),
including direct federal assistance, under the
Public Assistance program.

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017—-22740 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-4332—-
DR; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Texas; Amendment No. 10 to Notice of
a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Texas (FEMA—4332-DR), dated
August 25, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
October 11, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of a major disaster declaration for the
State of Texas is hereby amended to
include the following areas among those

areas determined to have been adversely
affected by the event declared a major
disaster by the President in his
declaration of August 25, 2017.

Caldwell County for Individual Assistance.

Grimes County for Individual Assistance
(already designated for Public Assistance).

Caldwell, Comal, Guadalupe, Jim Wells,
Milam, and San Augustine Counties for
Public Assistance.

DeWitt, Gonzales, Lavaca, and Sabine
Counties for Public Assistance [Categories C—
G] (already designated for Individual
Assistance and assistance for debris removal
and emergency protective measures
[Categories A and B], including direct federal
assistance, under the Public Assistance
program).

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22739 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Federal Emergency Management
Agency

[Internal Agency Docket No. FEMA-4340—-
DR; Docket ID FEMA-2017-0001]

Virgin Islands; Amendment No. 2 to
Notice of a Major Disaster Declaration

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice amends the notice
of a major disaster for the territory of the
U.S. Virgin Islands (FEMA—-4340-DR),
dated September 20, 2017, and related
determinations.

DATES: This amendment was issued
October 3, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dean Webster, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—2833.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that, in a letter dated
October 3, 2017, the President amended
the cost-sharing arrangements regarding
Federal funds provided under the
authority of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.
(the “Stafford Act”), in a letter to Brock
Long, Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Department of
Homeland Security, under Executive
Order 12148, as follows:

I have determined that the damage in
certain areas of the territory of the U.S. Virgin
Islands resulting from Hurricane Maria
beginning on September 16, 2017, and
continuing, is of sufficient severity and
magnitude that special cost sharing
arrangements are warranted regarding
Federal funds provided under the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq. (the
“Stafford Act”).

Therefore, I amend my declaration of
September 20, 2017, to authorize a 100
percent Federal cost share for debris removal
and emergency protective measures,
including direct Federal assistance, for 180
days from the start of the incident period,
and a 90 percent Federal cost share
thereafter.

The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050 Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.

Brock Long,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22741 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-6003—-N—09]
Notice of Proposed Information

Collection for Public Comment: 2018
Rental Housing Finance Survey

AGENCY: Office of the Chief Information
Officer, HUD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) is

seeking approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for the
information collection described below.
In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act, HUD is requesting
comment from all interested parties on
the proposed collection of information.
The purpose of this notice is to allow for
60 days of public comment.

DATES: Comments Due Date: December
19, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Comments should refer to
the proposal by name and/or OMB
Control Number and should be sent to:
Anna P. Guido, Reports Management
Officer, QDAM, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, 451 7th Street
SW., Room 4176, Washington, DC
20410-5000; telephone (202) 402-5534
(this is not a toll-free number) or email
at Anna.P.Guido@hud.gov for a copy of
the proposed forms or other available
information. Persons with hearing or
speech impairments may access this
number through TTY by calling the toll-
free Federal Relay Service at (800) 877—
8339.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anna P. Guido, Reports Management
Officer, QDAM, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, 451 7th Street
SW., Washington, DC 20410; email
Anna P. Guido at Anna.P.Guido@
hud.gov or telephone (202) 402—-5535
(this is not a toll-free number). Persons
with hearing or speech impairments
may access this number through TTY by
calling the toll-free Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877—8339. Copies of
available documents submitted to OMB
may be obtained from Ms. Guido.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice informs the public that HUD is
seeking approval from OMB for the
information collection described in
Section A.

A. Overview of Information Collection

Title of Information Collection: 2018
Rental Housing Finance Survey.

OMB Approval Number: 2528—-0276.

Type of Request: Revision of currently
approved collection.

Agency Form Numbers: No agency
forms will be used.

Description of the need for the
information and proposed use: The
Rental Housing Finance Survey (RHFS)
provides a measure of financial,
mortgage, and property characteristics
of rental housing properties in the
United States. RHF'S focuses on
mortgage financing of rental housing
properties, with emphasis on new
originations for purchase-money
mortgages and refinancing, and the

characteristics of these new
originations.

The RHFS will collect data on
property values of residential structures,
characteristics of residential structures,
rental status and rental value of units
within the residential structures,
commercial use of space within
residential structures, property
management status, ownership status, a
detailed assessment of mortgage
financing, and benefits received from
Federal, state, local, and non-
governmental programs.

Many of the questions are the same or
similar to those found on the 1995
Property Owners and Managers Survey,
the rental housing portion of the 2001
Residential Finance Survey, the 2012
Rental Housing Finance Survey, and the
2015 Rental Housing Finance Survey.
This survey does not duplicate work
done in other existent HUD surveys or
studies that deal with rental units
financing.

Policy analysts, program managers,
budget analysts, and Congressional staff
can use the survey’s results to advise
executive and legislative branches about
the mortgage finance characteristics of
the rental housing stock in the United
States and the suitability of public
policy initiatives. Academic researchers
and private organizations will also be
able to utilize the data to facilitate their
research and projects.

The Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) needs the
RHFS data for the following two
reasons:

1. This is the only source of
information on the rental housing
finance characteristics of rental
properties.

2. HUD needs this information to gain
a better understanding of the mortgage
finance characteristics of the rental
housing stock in the United States to
evaluate, monitor, and design HUD
programs.

Members of Affected Public: Owners
and managers of rental properties.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
10,000.

Estimated Time per Response: 60
minutes.

Frequency of Response: One time.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 10,000.

Estimated Total Annual Cost: The
only cost to respondents is that of their
time. The total estimated cost is
$6,000,000.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.
Section 9(a), and Title 12, U.S.C.,
Section 1701z-1 et seq.


mailto:Anna.P.Guido@hud.gov
mailto:Anna.P.Guido@hud.gov
mailto:Anna.P.Guido@hud.gov
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B. Solicitation of Public Comment

This notice is soliciting comments
from members of the public and affected
parties concerning the collection of
information described in Section A on
the following:

(1) Whether the proposed collection
of information is necessary for the
proper performance of the functions of
the agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) The accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information;

(3) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and

(4) Ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
who are to respond, including the use
of appropriate automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology, e.g., permitting electronic
submission of responses. HUD
encourages interested parties to submit
comment in response to these questions.

Authority: Section 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35.

Dated: October 12, 2017.

Todd M. Richardson,

Acting General Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Policy Development and Research.

[FR Doc. 2017-22843 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-6060-N-01]

Availability of HUD’s Fiscal Year 2015
Service Contract Inventory

AGENCY: Office of the Chief Procurement
Officer, HUD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice advises of the
availability to the public of service
contracts awarded by HUD in Fiscal
Year (FY) 2015.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lisa
D. Maguire, Assistant Chief
Procurement Officer, Office of Policy,
Systems and Risk Management, Office
of the Chief Procurement Officer,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20410; telephone

number 202—-708-0294 (this is not a toll-
free number) and fax number 202-708—
8912. Persons with hearing or speech
impairments may access Lawrence
Chambers telephone number via TTY by
calling the toll-free Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8339.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with section 743 of Division
C of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2010 (Pub. L. 111-117, approved
December 16, 2009, 123 Stat. 3034, at
123 Stat. 3216), HUD is publishing this
notice to advise the public of service
contracts inventories that were awarded
in FY 2015. The inventories are
organized by function and are reviewed
by HUD to better understand how
contracted services are used to support
HUD’s primary mission, to insure HUD
maintains an adequate workforce for
operations and to research whether
contractors were performing inherently
governmental functions.

The inventory was developed in
accordance with guidance issued on
November 5, 2010 by the Office of
Management and Budget’s Office
Federal Procurement Policy (OFPP).
OFPP’s guidance is available at https://
obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/
default/files/omb/procurement/memo/
service-contract-inventories-guidance-
11052010.pdf.

HUD has posted its inventory and a
summary of the inventory on the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s homepage at the
following link: http://portal.hud.gov/
hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/
cpo/sci.

Dated: October 13, 2017.

Lisa D. Maguire,

Assistant Chief Procurement Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22844 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[Docket No. FWS-HQ-1A-2017-0076;
FXIA16710900000-156—FF09A30000]

Foreign Endangered Species and
Marine Mammals; Issuance of Permits

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of issuance of permits.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), have issued
the following permits to conduct certain
activities with endangered species,
marine mammals, or both. We issue
these permits under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA).

ADDRESSES: Documents and other
information submitted with these
applications are available for review,
subject to the requirements of the
Privacy Act and Freedom of Information
Act, by any party who submits a written
request for a copy of such documents to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Division of Management Authority,
Branch of Permits, MS: IA, 5275
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041;
fax (703) 358—2281. To locate the
Federal Register notice that announced
our receipt of the application for each
permit listed in this document, go to
www.regulations.gov and search on the
permit number provided in the tables in
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joyce Russell, (703) 358-2023
(telephone); (703) 358—2281 (fax); or
DMAFR@fws.gov (email).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On the
dates below, as authorized by the
provisions of the ESA, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and/or the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), we
issued requested permits subject to
certain conditions set forth therein. For
each permit for an endangered species,
we found that (1) the application was
filed in good faith, (2) the granted
permit would not operate to the
disadvantage of the endangered species,
and (3) the granted permit would be
consistent with the purposes and policy
set forth in section 2 of the ESA.

Permit
Permit No. Applicant Receipt of application Federal Register notice issuance
date
Endangered Species
93140B Fairplay Pythons, LLC .......cccoiiiiiiiniieeeeeee 82 FR 28347; June 21, 2017 8/09/17
03362C Kenneth D. Sheaff 82 FR 24381; May 26, 2017 8/09/17
185788 Alexandria Zoological Park ........cccccocieiiiiiiiiiineeen, 82 FR 28347; June 21, 2017 8/09/17


https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/procurement/memo/service-contract-inventories-guidance-11052010.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/procurement/memo/service-contract-inventories-guidance-11052010.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/procurement/memo/service-contract-inventories-guidance-11052010.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/procurement/memo/service-contract-inventories-guidance-11052010.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/procurement/memo/service-contract-inventories-guidance-11052010.pdf
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/cpo/sci
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/cpo/sci
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/cpo/sci
http://www.regulations.gov
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Permit
Permit No. Applicant Receipt of application Federal Register notice issuance
date
Wildlife Conservation Society .........cccceviveerieiiieenennnn 82 FR 28347; June 21, 2017 ...oveeeeeeeecieeeee e 8/18/17
James Lee .....ccocevveeeeiiieecen. 82 FR 25615; June 2, 2017 ...... 8/24/17
Joseph Sullivan ... | 82 FR 28347; June 21, 2017 .... 8/29/17
International Elephant Foundation ...........ccccccoeieeenne 82 FR 24381; May 26, 2017 ....ceeveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 9/01/17
Virginia Stgen ......coocieiiiii e 82 FR 28347; June 21, 2017 ...oveeeeeieeceeeee e 9/06/17
White Oak Conservation Holdings, LLC .... 82 FR 28347; June 21, 2017 .... 9/06/17
Naples Zo0 INC ....ooovveeiiiiiiiieeeeeee 92 FR 35817; August 1, 2017 ... 9M11/17
Richard Longoria .........ccocerieereeiieeneeeeesee e 82 FR 37603; August 11, 2017 .....ccoiiiiiiiriieeeene 9M11/17
Marine Mammals
73418B .............. Seward Association for the Advancement of Marine | 81 FR 791; January 7, 2016 ........cccccoeveenieiiceneeennen. 9/05/17
Science.

Availability of Documents

Documents and other information
submitted with these applications are
available for review, subject to the
requirements of the Privacy Act and
Freedom of Information Act, by any
party who submits a written request for
a copy of such documents to: U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Division of
Management Authority, Branch of
Permits, MS: IA, 5275 Leesburg Pike,
Falls Church, VA 22041; fax (703) 358—
2281.

Authority: We issue this notice under the
authority of the ESA, as amended (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.), and the MMPA, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.).

Joyce Russell,

Government Information Specialist, Branch
of Permits, Division of Management
Authority.

[FR Doc. 2017-22787 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4333-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

[189A2100DD/AAKC001030/
AO0A501010.999900 253G]

Indian Gaming; Approval of an
Amendment to a Tribal-State Class Il
Gaming Compact in the State of
Washington

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Jamestown S’Klallam
Tribe and State of Washington
negotiated the Sixth Amendment to the
Tribal State Compact for Class III
Gaming between the Jamestown
S’Klallam Tribe and the State of
Washington governing Class III gaming;
this notice announces approval of the
amended Compact.

DATES: The compact takes effect on
October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Paula L. Hart, Director, Office of Indian
Gaming, Office of the Assistant
Secretary—Indian Affairs, Washington,
DC 20240, (202) 219-4066.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 11
of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
(IGRA) requires the Secretary of the
Interior to publish in the Federal
Register notice of approved Tribal-State
compacts that are for the purpose of
engaging in Class III gaming activities
on Indian lands. See Public Law 100—
497, 25 U.S.C. 2701 et seq. All Tribal-
State Class III compacts, including
amendments, are subject to review and
approval by the Secretary under 25 CFR
293.4. The Sixth Amendment to the
Tribal State Compact for the Class III
Gaming between the Jamestown
S’Klallam Tribe and the State of
Washington supersedes and replaces the
previous compact, revises the definition
section, allows for an additional gaming
facility, increases the number of gaming
stations, and provides for Satellite (Off-
Track) wagering on Horse Races.
Licensing and registration requirements
have been updated. The Tribe is
required to establish a problem-
gambling education and awareness
program and to provide information
about education, awareness, and
treatment program services in a
community and contributions report.
The Sixth Amendment to the Tribal
State Compact for the Class III Gaming
between the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe
and the State of Washington is
approved. See 25 U.S.C. 2710(d)(8)(A).

Dated: September 22, 2017.
Michael S. Black,
Acting Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 2017-22852 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4337-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[LLNMP0000 L13100000.PP0000
18XL1109AF]

Notice of Public Meeting, Pecos
District Resource Advisory Council,
New Mexico

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA) of 1976, the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (FACA) of
1972, and the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancement Act of 2004, the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) Pecos District
Resource Advisory Council (RAC) will
meet as indicated below.

DATES: The Pecos District RAC will hold
a public meeting on Wednesday,
December 6, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The Pecos District RAC will
meet at the BLM Roswell Field Office,
2909 West Second Street, Roswell, NM
88201.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Glen
Garnand, Pecos District, New Mexico,
2909 West Second Street, Roswell, NM
88201, (575) 627—0209. Persons who use
a telecommunications device for the
deaf (TDD) may contact Mr. Garnand by
calling the Federal Relay Service (FRS)
at (800) 877—-8339. The FRS is available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave
a message or question with Mr.
Garnand. You will receive a reply
during normal business hours.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 10-
member RAC advises the Secretary of
the Interior, through the BLM, on a
variety of planning and management
issues associated with public land
management in New Mexico. The
meeting agenda will include a
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presentation on the Draft Carlsbad
Resource Management Plan/
Environmental Impact Statement;
Overviews on the Proposed Recreation
Fee at the Rob Jaggers Campground, the
Rio Bonito Wetlands Proposed Project,
and District workload priorities, and
updates on Area of Critical
Environmental Concern guidance
(ACEC) Plan, Fort Stanton Cave, and Oil
and Gas Regulations Update. Additional
agenda topics or changes to the agenda
will be announced in local news
releases. More information is available
at https://www.blm.gov/site-page/get-
involved-pecos-district-rac. RAC
meetings are open to the public.

Public Disclosure of Comments: The
meeting will include a public comment
period which will begin at 2:00 p.m.
and continue to 2:30 p.m. Depending on
the number of persons wishing to
comment and time available, the
amount of time for individual oral
comments may be limited. To allow for
full consideration of information by the
council members, written comments
must be provided to Glen Garnand,
Pecos District, New Mexico, 2909 West
Second Street, Roswell, NM 88201; or
by telephone (575) 627—0209, no later
than December 5, 2017, to be made
available to the RAC at the December 6,
2017 meeting. All written comments
received will be provided to the council
members.

Before including your address, phone
number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comments, please be aware that your
entire comment, including your
personal identifying information, may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so. Individuals who plan to attend
and need special assistance, such as
sign language interpretation, tour
transportation or other reasonable
accommodations, should contact the
BLM as provided above.

Authority: 43 CFR 1784.4-2.

Melanie Barnes,

Deputy State Director, Lands and Resources.
[FR Doc. 2017-22732 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-FB-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[AZ-P040-2017-1711-PH-1000-241A
17X.LLAZP04000.L1711.PH0000]

Notice of Availability of the Proposed
Resource Management Plan
Amendment/Final Environmental
Impact Statement for Recreational
Target Shooting in the Sonoran Desert
National Monument, AZ

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended, and the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976, as
amended, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) has prepared a
proposed Resource Management Plan
(RMP) Amendment and Final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for Recreational Target Shooting in the
Sonoran Desert National Monument
(SDNM) and by this Notice is
announcing its availability.

DATES: BLM planning regulations state
that any person who meets the
conditions as described in the
regulations may protest the BLM’s
proposed RMP Amendment/Final EIS.
A person who meets the conditions and
files a protest must file the protest
within 30 days of the date that the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes its Notice of Availability
(NOA) in the Federal Register.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the Proposed RMP
Amendment/Final EIS for Recreational
Target Shooting in the SDNM have been
sent to affected Federal, State, and local
government agencies and to other
stakeholders. Copies of the Proposed
RMP Amendment/Final EIS are
available for public inspection at the
Lower Sonoran Field Office, 21605
North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027.
Interested persons may also review the
proposed RMP Amendment/Final EIS
on the Internet at http://1.usa.gov/
1ZPyFSA.

All protests must be in writing and
mailed to one of the following
addresses:

Regular Mail: BLM Director (210),
Attention: Protest Coordinator, WO—
210, P.O. Box 71383, Washington, DC
20024-1383.

Overnight Delivery: BLM Director
(210), Attention: Protest Coordinator,
WO-210, 20 M Street SE., Room
2134LM, Washington, DC 20003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wayne Monger, Monument Manager,

telephone: 623-580-5683; address:
Lower Sonoran Field Office, 21605
North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona
85027; email: blm_az_
sdnmtargetshooting@blm.gov. Persons
who use a telecommunications device
for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal
Relay Service (FRS) at 1-800—-877-8339
to contact the above individual during
normal business hours. FRS is available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave
a message or question with the above
individual. You will receive a reply
during normal business hours.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
planning area covers nearly 496,400
surface acres of south-central Arizona
and lies within Maricopa and Pinal
Counties. Population centers adjacent to
the planning area include metropolitan
Phoenix, and the communities of Ajo,
Goodyear, Buckeye, Gila Bend, Mobile,
and Maricopa. The planning area
encompasses Federal- and State-
administered lands as well as private
lands. The BLM manages 486,400
surface acres of public lands in the
planning area, as well as 461,000 acres
of (sub-surface) mineral estate. The State
of Arizona manages 3,900 surface acres
in the planning area, with the remaining
6,100 surface acres being privately
owned land.

The BLM has prepared the Proposed
RMP Amendment/Final EIS to address
management of recreational target
shooting in the SDNM and to address
rulings by the U.S. District Court—
District of Arizona. The Proposed RMP
Amendment/Final EIS was required to
analyze recreational target shooting in
the SDNM due to a ruling by the U.S.
District Court—District of Arizona that
vacated portions of the 2012 Record of
Decision, approved RMP, and Final EIS
related to recreational target shooting
throughout the SDNM, and remanded
the decision to the BLM for
reconsideration. The Court ordered the
BLM to issue the decision for this
amendment by September 30, 2017. The
formal public scoping process for the
RMP Amendment began on January 21,
2016, with the publication of a Notice
of Intent in the Federal Register (81 FR
3463), and ended on March 21, 2016.
The BLM held three public scoping
meetings in February 2016. The BLM
used public scoping comments to help
identify planning issues that directed
the formulation of alternatives and
framed the scope of analysis in the Draft
RMP Amendment/Draft EIS. The formal
90-day public comment period for the
Draft RMP Amendment/Draft EIS began
on December 16, 2016, with the
publication of a NOA by the
Environmental Protection Agency in the
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Federal Register (81 FR 91169), and
ended on March 15, 2017. The BLM also
published a NOA in the Federal
Register (81 FR 90865) for the Draft
RMP Amendment/Draft EIS. To allow
the public an opportunity to review the
Draft EIS, the BLM conducted five
public meetings in January and
February of 2017 at the following
locations: BLM National Training
Center, Phoenix; Arizona Game and
Fish Department, Phoenix, Casa Grande,
and Maricopa City; and Burton Barr
Library, Phoenix. During the comment
period, the BLM received 437 unique
submittals containing 121 substantive
comments from Federal, State, and local
agencies; public and private
organizations; and individuals.
Following the public comment period
on the Draft RMP Amendment/Draft
EIS, comments were used to inform the
proposed RMP Amendment and Final
EIS. Public comments resulted in the
addition of clarifying text, but did not
significantly change proposed land use
plan amendment decisions. The BLM
responded to substantive comments and
made appropriate revisions to the
document, or explained why a comment
did not warrant a change.

The Proposed RMP Amendment/Final
EIS evaluates five alternatives in detail,
including the No Action Alternative
(Alternative A) and four action
alternatives (Alternatives B, C, D, and
E). Alternative A, the No Action
Alternative, provides that recreational
target shooting on the SDNM will
continue to be managed in accordance
with land use planning guidance of the
Lower Gila South Resource Management
Plan of 1988, which did not include any
management restrictions on recreational
target shooting. Thus, the entire SDNM
would be available for recreational
target shooting. Under Alternative B, an
area temporarily restricted from
recreational target shooting, by order of
the U.S. District Court, District of
Arizona (approximately 10,599 acres or
2.1 percent of the SDNM) would be
permanently unavailable to recreational
target shooting. The Final EIS identifies
Alternative C as the BLM Proposed RMP
Amendment. Alternative C would make
recreational target shooting available in
the Desert Back Country Recreational
Management Zone only, resulting in
approximately 53,300 acres, or 11
percent of the SDNM, unavailable for
this activity. Alternative C would
protect the monument’s resources,
objects, and values as well as the public
health. Under Alternative D,
recreational target shooting would be
available only outside of designated
wilderness areas, land managed for

wilderness characteristics, and the Juan
Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail
Recreation Management Zone, resulting
in approximately 320,317 acres, or 66
percent of the SDNM, unavailable for
this activity. Under Alternative E, the
entire SDNM would be unavailable for
recreational target shooting.
Additionally, Alternative C is consistent
with Department of the Interior
Secretarial Order (SO) 3356 titled,
“Hunting, Fishing, Recreational
Shooting, and Wildlife Conservation
Opportunities and Coordination with
States, Tribes, and Territories.” Within
SO 3356, several sections speak to
expanding or providing opportunities
for “recreational shooting.” For
example, Sec 4b.(1) speaks to amending
“National Monument Management
Plans to include or expand hunting,
recreational shooting, and fishing
opportunities to the extent practicable
under the law.” Whereas, Sec 4b.(6)
requires Departmental Bureaus to
“incorporate analysis of the impacts of
Federal land and water management
actions on hunting, fishing, and
recreational shooting access in planning
and decisionmaking.” Although
unstated in SO 3356, inherent therein is
that public safety is paramount under
actions taken to fulfill the Order.
Further, responsible use of our public
lands is necessary by all users for the
continued enjoyment of these lands by
the American people.

The BLM will issue a Record of
Decision for this planning effort after
the 30-day protest period, the 60-day
Governor’s Consistency Review, and
after any protest resolution.

Instructions for filing a protest with
the BLM Director regarding the
Proposed RMP/Final EIS may be found
in the “Dear Reader” Letter of the
proposed RMP Amendment/Final EIS
for Recreational Target Shooting in the
SDNM and at 43 CFR 1610.5-2. All
protests must be in writing and mailed
to the appropriate address, see the
ADDRESSES section above. Emailed
protests will not be accepted as valid
protests unless the protesting party also
provides the original letter by either
regular or overnight mail postmarked by
the close of the protest period. Under
these conditions, the BLM will consider
the emailed protest as an advance copy
and it will receive full consideration. If
you wish to provide the BLM with such
advance notification, please direct
emails to protest@blm.gov.

Before including your phone number,
email address, or other personal
identifying information in your protest,
you should be aware that your entire
protest—including your personal
identifying information—may be made

publicly available at any time. While
you can ask us in your protest to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority: 40 CFR 1506.6, 40 CFR
1506.10, 43 CFR 1610.2, 43 CFR 1610.5.

Edward J. Kender,

Field Manager, Lower Sonoran Field Office.
[FR Doc. 2017-22598 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-32-P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Federal Bureau of Investigation
[OMB Number 1110-0015]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Proposed eCollection;
eComments Requested: Hate Crime
Incident Report

AGENCY: Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Department of Justice.
ACTION: 30-Day notice.

SUMMARY: Department of Justice (DOJ),
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Criminal Justice Information Services
Division will be submitting the
following information collection request
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995. This proposed
information collection was previously
published in the Federal Register on
August 16, 2017 allowing for a 60 day
comment period.

DATES: Comments are encourages and
will be accepted for an additional 30
day until November 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Written comments and/or suggestions
regarding the items contained in this
notice, especially the estimated public
burden and associated response time,
should be directed to Mrs. Amy Blasher,
Unit Chief, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, CJIS Division, Module E-
3, 1000 Custer Hollow Road, Clarksburg,
West Virginia 26306; facsimile (304)
625-3566. Written comments and/or
suggestions can also be sent to the
Office of Management and Budget,
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Attention Department of Justice
Desk Officer, Washington, DC 20503 or
sent to OIRA submissions@
omb.eop.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMAITON: Written
comments and suggestions from the
public and affected agencies concerning
the proposed collection of information
are encouraged. Your comments should
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address one or more of the following

four points:

—Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

—Evaluate the accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

—Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

—Minimize the burden of the collection
of information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms
of information technology, e.g.,
permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Overview of This Information
Collection

(1) Type of Information Collection:
Extension of a currently approved
collection.

(2) Title of the Form/Collection: Hate
Crime Incident Report

(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the
Department sponsoring the collection:
Agency form number: 1-700.
Sponsoring component: Department of
Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Criminal Justice Information Services
Division.

(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as a brief
abstract: Primary: City, county, state,
federal, and tribal law enforcement
agencies. Abstract: Under Title 28, U.S.
Code, Section 534, this information
collection requests hate crime data from
respondents in order for the FBI UCR
Program to serve as the national
clearinghouse for the collection and
dissemination of hate crime data and to
publish these statistics in ‘““Hate Crime
Statistics”. This provides for the
national UCR Program a record of each
crime incident including the offense
classification and its respective bias
motivation, the number and type of
victims, the location of the incident, the
number of suspected offenders, the
suspected offenders, the suspected
offender’s race, and whether the victims
and offenders are under 18 or over the
age of 18.

(5) An estimate of the total number of
respondents and the amount of time
estimated for an average respondent to
respond/reply: There are approximately
10,106 law enforcement agency

respondents that submit monthly for a
total of 121,272 responses with an
estimated response time of 7 minutes
per response.

(6) An estimate of the total public
burden (in hours) associated with the
collection: There are an estimated 4,716
hours, annual burden, associated with
this information collection.

If additional information is required
contact: Melody Braswell, Department
Clearance Officer, United States
Department of Justice, Justice
Management Division, Policy and
Planning Staff, Two Constitution
Square, 145 N Street NE., Suite 3E.405B,
Washington, DC 20530.

Dated: October 16, 2017.

Melody Braswell,

Department Clearance Officer, PRA, U.S.
Department of Justice.

[FR Doc. 2017-22715 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
[OMB Number 1122-NEW]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Proposed eCollection
eComments Requested; Approval of a
New Collection

AGENCY: Office on Violence Against
Women, Department of Justice.

ACTION: 30-Day notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Justice,
Office on Violence Against Women
(OVW) will be submitting the following
information collection request to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995. The proposed
information collection was previously
published in the Federal Register at 82
Federal Register 37901 on August 14,
2017, allowing for a 60 day comment
period.

DATES: Comments are encouraged and
will be accepted for 30 days until
November 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Written comments and/or suggestion
regarding the items contained in this
notice, especially the estimated public
burden and associated response time,
should be directed to Cathy Poston,
Office on Violence Against Women, at
202-514-5430 or Catherine.poston@
usdoj.gov. Written comments and/or
suggestions can also be sent to the
Office of Management and Budget,
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Attention Department of Justice
Desk Officer, Washington, DC 20530 or

sent to OIRA submissions@
omb.eop.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Written
comments and suggestions from the
public and affected agencies concerning
the proposed collection of information
are encouraged. Your comments should
address one or more of the following
four points:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Overview of This Information
Collection

(1) Type of Information Collection:
Approval of a new collection.

(2) Title of the Form/Collection: Semi-
annual progress report for the Grants to
Tribal Governments to Exercise Special
Domestic Violence Criminal Jurisdiction
Program (Tribal Jurisdiction Program).

(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the
Department of Justice sponsoring the
collection: Form Number: 1122-XXXX.
U.S. Department of Justice, Office on
Violence Against Women.

(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as a brief
abstract: The affected public includes
the estimated 20 grantees under the
Tribal Jurisdiction Program, a new grant
program authorized in the Violence
Against Women reauthorization Act of
2013. The Tribal Jurisdiction Program is
designed to assist Indian tribes in
exercising special domestic violence
criminal jurisdiction (SDVC]J). Through
this grant program, Indian tribes will
receive support and technical assistance
for planning, developing and
implementing changes in their criminal
justice systems necessary to exercise
SDV(]J. The program encourages
collaborations among tribal leadership,
tribal courts, tribal prosecutors, tribal
attorneys, tribal defenders, law
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enforcement, probation, service
providers, and other partners to ensure
that non-Indians who commit crimes of
domestic violence, dating violence, and
violations of protection orders are held
accountable. The Tribal Jurisdiction
Program encourages the coordinated
involvement of the entire tribal criminal
justice system and victim service
providers to incorporate systemic
change that ensures victim safety and
offender accountability.

(5) An estimate of the total number of
respondents and the amount of time
estimated for an average respondent to
respond/reply: It is estimated that it will
take the 20 respondents (Tribal
Jurisdiction Program grantees)
approximately one hour to complete a
semi-annual progress report. The semi-
annual progress report is divided into
sections that pertain to the different
types of activities that grantees may
engage in (i.e. victim services, training,
prosecutions, law enforcement
activities) and grantees will be expected
to provide information only in
connection with those activities
supported by OVW funding.

(6) An estimate of the total public
burden (in hours) associated with the
collection: The total annual hour burden
to complete the annual progress report
is 40 hours.

If additional information is required
contact: Melody Braswell, Deputy
Clearance Officer, United States
Department of Justice, Justice
Management Division, Policy and
Planning Staff, Two Constitution
Square, 145 N Street NE., 3E, 405B,
Washington, DC 20530.

Dated: October 17, 2017.

Melody Braswell,

Department Clearance Officer, PRA, U.S.
Department of Justice.

[FR Doc. 2017-22762 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410-FX-P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Notice of Lodging of Proposed
Consent Decree Under the
Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act

On October 5, 2017, the Department
of Justice lodged a proposed Consent
Decree with the United States District
Court for the Southern District of Ohio
in the lawsuit entitled United States v.
The Atlas-Lederer Company, et al., Civil
Action No. 3: 91-CV-309.

The United States filed this lawsuit
under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act

(CERCLA). The complaint seeks
recovery of costs incurred or to be
incurred in connection with the release
or threatened release of hazardous
substances at the United Scrap Lead
Superfund Site in Concord Township,
Miami County, Ohio. Two defendants
are parties to the proposed Consent
Decree: Ace Iron & Metal Company and
Alan Levine. Ace Iron & Metal Company
and Alan Levine collectively agree to
pay $410,000 of the United States’
response costs on an ability-to-pay
basis. In return, the United States agrees
not to sue the defendants under sections
106 and 107 of CERCLA.

The publication of this notice opens
a period for public comment on the
proposed Consent Decree. Comments
should be addressed to the Assistant
Attorney General, Environment and
Natural Resources Division, and should
refer to United States v. The Atlas-
Lederer Company, et al., D.]. Ref. No.
90-11-3-279B. All comments must be
submitted no later than thirty (30) days
after the publication date of this notice.
Comments may be submitted either by
email or by mail:

To submit .

comments: Send them to:

By email ....... pubcomment-ees.enrd @
usdoj.gov.

By mail ......... Assistant Attorney General,

U.S. DOJ—ENRD, P.O.
Box 7611, Washington, DC
20044-7611.

During the public comment period,
the proposed Consent Decree may be
examined and downloaded at this
Justice Department Web site: https://
www.justice.gov/enrd/consent-decrees.
We will provide a paper copy of the
proposed Consent Decree upon written
request and payment of reproduction
costs. Please mail your request and
payment to: Consent Decree Library,
U.S. DOJ—ENRD, P.O. Box 7611,
Washington, DC 20044-7611.

Please enclose a check or money order
for $5.25 (25 cents per page
reproduction cost) payable to the United
States Treasury.

Randall M. Stone,

Acting Assistant Section Chief,
Environmental Enforcement Section,
Environment and Natural Resources Division.

[FR Doc. 2017-22778 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Wage and Hour Division

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Comment Request;
Information Collections: The Family
and Medical Leave Act of 1993, as
Amended

AGENCY: Wage and Hour Division,
Department of Labor.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Labor
(DOL) is soliciting comments
concerning a proposed extension of the
information collection request (ICR)
titled, “The Family and Medical Leave
Act of 1993, As Amended.” This
comment request is part of continuing
Departmental efforts to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA).

This program helps to ensure that
requested data can be provided in the
desired format, reporting burden (time
and financial resources) is minimized,
collection instruments are clearly
understood, and the impact of collection
requirements on respondents can be
properly assessed. A copy of the
proposed information request can be
obtained by contacting the office listed
below in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this Notice.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted to the office listed in the
ADDRESSES section below on or before
December 19, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Control Number 1235—
0003, by either one of the following
methods: Email: WHDPRAComments@
dol.gov; Mail, Hand Delivery, Courier:
Division of Regulations, Legislation, and
Interpretation, Wage and Hour, U.S.
Department of Labor, Room S-3502, 200
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20210. Instructions: Please submit
one copy of your comments by only one
method. All submissions received must
include the agency name and Control
Number identified above for this
information collection. Because we
continue to experience delays in
receiving mail in the Washington, DC
area, commenters are strongly
encouraged to transmit their comments
electronically via email or to submit
them by mail early. Comments,
including any personal information
provided, become a matter of public
record. They will also be summarized
and/or included in the request for Office
of Management and Budget (OMB)
approval of the information collection
request.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Smith, Director, Division of
Regulations, Legislation, and
Interpretation, Wage and Hour Division,
U.S. Department of Labor, Room
S—-3502, 200 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20210; telephone: (202)
693—0406 (this is not a toll-free
number). Copies of this notice may be
obtained in alternative formats (Large
Print, Braille, Audio Tape, or Disc),
upon request, by calling (202) 693-0023
(not a toll-free number). TTY/TTD
callers may dial toll-free (877) 889-5627
to obtain information or request
materials in alternative formats.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

L. Background: The Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA), 29
U.S.C. 2601, requires private sector
employers who employ 50 or more
employees, all public and private
elementary schools, and all public
agencies to provide up to 12 weeks of
unpaid, job-protected leave during any
12-month period to eligible employees
for certain family and medical reasons
for birth of a son or daughter and to care
for the newborn child; for placement
with the employee of a son or daughter
for adoption or foster care; to care for
the employee’s spouse, son, daughter, or
parent with a serious health condition;
because of a serious health condition
that makes the employee unable to
perform the functions of the employee’s
job; and to address qualifying exigencies
arising out of the deployment of the
employee’s spouse, son, daughter, or
parent to covered active duty in the
military), and up to 26 weeks of unpaid,
job protected leave during a single 12-
month period to care for a covered
servicemember with a serious injury or
illness who is the spouse, son, daughter,
parent, or next of kin to the employee.

The Wage Hour Division (WHD)
created optional use forms: WHD
Publication 1420, WH-380-E, WH-380—
F, WH-381, WH-382, WH-384, WH-
385, and WH-385-V to assist employers
and employees in meeting their FMLA
third-party notification obligations.
WHD Publication 1420 allows
employers to satisfy the general notice
requirement. See § 825.300(a). Form
WH-380-E allows an employee
requesting FMLA leave for his or her
own serious health condition to satisfy
the statutory requirement to furnish,
upon the employer’s request,
appropriate certification (including a
second or third opinion and
recertification) to support the need for
leave for the employee’s own serious
health condition. See § 825.305(a). Form
WH-380-F allows an employee
requesting FMLA-leave for a family

member’s serious health condition to
satisfy the statutory requirement to
furnish, upon the employer’s request,
appropriate certification (including a
second or third opinion and
recertification) to support the need for
leave for the family member’s serious
health condition. See § 825.305(a). Form
WH-381 allows an employer to satisfy
the regulatory requirement to provide
employees taking FMLA leave with
written notice detailing specific
expectations and obligations of the
employee and explaining any
consequences of a failure to meet these
obligations. See § 825.300(b) and (c).
Form WH-382 allows an employer to
meet its obligation to designate leave as
FMLA-qualifying. See § 825.301(a).
Form WH-384 allows an employee
requesting FMLA leave based on a
qualifying exigency to satisfy the
statutory requirement to furnish, upon
the employer’s request, appropriate
certification to support leave for a
qualifying exigency. See § 825.309.
Form WH-385 allows an employee
requesting FMLA leave based on an
active duty covered servicemember’s
serious injury or illness to satisfy the
statutory requirement to furnish, upon
the employer’s request, a medical
certification from an authorized health
care provider. See § 825.310. Form WH-
385-V allows an employee requesting
leave based on a veteran’s serious injury
or illness to satisfy the statutory
requirement to furnish, upon the
employer’s request, a medical
certification from an authorized health
care provider. See § 825.310.

II. Review Focus: The Department of
Labor is particularly interested in
comments which:

e Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

¢ Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected;

e Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submissions
of responses.

III. Current Actions: The Department
of Labor seeks an approval for the

extension of this information collection
in order to ensure effective
administration of the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993, As
Amended.

Type of Review: Extension.

Agency: Wage and Hour Division.

Title: The Family and Medical Leave
Act of 1993, As Amended.

OMB Control Number: 1235—-0003.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit, Not-for-profit institutions, Farms,
State, Local, or Tribal Government.

Total Respondents: 6,888,800.

Total Annual Responses: 79,357,654.

Estimated Total Burden Hours:
8,973,602.

Estimated Time per Response: Varies
with type of request (1.25—-20 minutes):

Frequency: On occasion.

Total Burden Cost (capital/startup):
$0.
Total Burden Cost (operation/
maintenance): $193,532,818.

Dated: October 12, 2017.
Melissa Smith,

Director, Division of Regulations, Legislation
and Interpretation.

[FR Doc. 2017-22816 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-27-P

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Office of Workers’ Compensation
Programs

Advisory Board on Toxic Substances
and Worker Health

AGENCY: Office of Workers’
Compensation Programs.

ACTION: Announcement of meeting of
the Advisory Board on Toxic Substances
and Worker Health (Advisory Board) for
the Energy Employees Occupational
Illness Compensation Program Act
(EEQICPA).

SUMMARY: The Advisory Board will meet
November 16-17, 2017, in Santa Fe,
New Mexico.

Comments, requests to speak,
submissions of materials for the record,
and requests for special
accommodations: You must submit
(postmark, send, transmit) comments,
requests to address the Advisory Board,
speaker presentations, and requests for
special accommodations for the
meetings by November 9, 2017.
ADDRESSES: The Advisory Board will
meet at The Lodge at Santa Fe, 750 N.
St. Francis Dr., Santa Fe, New Mexico
87501, phone 505-992-5800.

Submission of comments, requests to
speak and submissions of materials for
the record: You may submit comments,
materials, and requests to speak at the
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Advisory Board meeting, identified by
the Advisory Board name and the
meeting date of November 16-17, 2017,
by any of the following methods:

e Electronically: Send to:
EnergyAdvisoryBoard@dol.gov (specify
in the email subject line, for example
“Request to Speak: Advisory Board on
Toxic Substances and Worker Health”).

e Mail, express delivery, hand
delivery, messenger, or courier service:
Submit one copy to the following
address: U.S. Department of Labor,
Office of Workers’ Compensation
Programs, Advisory Board on Toxic
Substances and Worker Health, Room
S5-3522, 200 Constitution Ave. NW.,
Washington, DC 20210.

Requests for special accommodations:
Please submit requests for special
accommodations to attend the Advisory
Board meeting by email, telephone, or
hard copy to Ms. Carrie Rhoads, OWCP,
Room S-3524, U.S. Department of
Labor, 200 Constitution Ave. NW.,
Washington, DC 20210; telephone (202)
343-5580; email EnergyAdvisoryBoard@
dol.gov.

Instructions: Your submissions must
include the Agency name (OWCP), the
committee name (the Advisory Board),
and the meeting date (November 16—17,
2017). Due to security-related
procedures, receipt of submissions by
regular mail may experience significant
delays. For additional information about
submissions, see the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section of this notice.

OWCP will make available publically,
without change, any comments, requests
to speak, and speaker presentations,
including any personal information that
you provide. Therefore, OWCP cautions
interested parties against submitting
personal information such as Social
Security numbers and birthdates.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
press inquiries: Ms. Amy Louviere,
Office of Public Affairs, U.S.
Department of Labor, Room S-1028, 200
Constitution Ave. NW., Washington, DC
20210; telephone (202) 693—4672; email
Louviere. Amy@DOL.GOV.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Board will meet: Tuesday,
November 14, 2017 and Wednesday,
November 15, 2017, for fact-finding site
visits of the Sandia National Laboratory
and the Los Alamos National
Laboratory, accompanied by the
Designated Federal Officer; Thursday,
November 16, 2017, from 8:30 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Mountain time; and Friday,
November 17, 2017, from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. Mountain time in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. Some Advisory Board
members may attend the meeting by
teleconference. The teleconference

number and other details for
participating remotely will be posted on
the Advisory Board’s Web site, http://
www.dol.gov/owcp/energy/regs/
compliance/AdvisoryBoard.htm, 72
hours prior to the commencement of the
first meeting date. Advisory Board
meetings are open to the public.

Public comment session: Thursday,
November 16, 2017, from 4:30 p.m. to
6:00 p.m. Mountain time. Please note
that the public comment session ends at
the time indicated or following the last
call for comments, whichever is earlier.
Members of the public who wish to
provide public comments should plan
to attend the public comment session
(in person or remotely) at the start time
listed.

The Advisory Board is mandated by
Section 3687 of EEOICPA. The Secretary
of Labor established the Board under
this authority and Executive Order
13699 (June 26, 2015). The purpose of
the Advisory Board is to advise the
Secretary with respect to: (1) The Site
Exposure Matrices (SEM) of the
Department of Labor; (2) medical
guidance for claims examiners for
claims with the EEOICPA program, with
respect to the weighing of the medical
evidence of claimants; (3) evidentiary
requirements for claims under Part B of
EEOICPA related to lung disease; and
(4) the work of industrial hygienists and
staff physicians and consulting
physicians of the Department of Labor
and reports of such hygienists and
physicians to ensure quality, objectivity,
and consistency. The Advisory Board
sunsets on December 19, 2019.

The Advisory Board operates in
accordance with the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA) (5 U.S.C. App.
2) and its implementing regulations (41
CFR part 102-3).

Agenda: The tentative agenda for the
Advisory Board meeting includes:

¢ Review of DOL responses to
Advisory Board’s October 2016
recommendations;

¢ Reports of subcommittees and
presumptions working group;

e Review of Public Comments;

e Review of Board subcommittee
structure and work agenda;

e Consideration of any new issues;
and

e Public comments.

OWCP transcribes and prepares
detailed minutes of Advisory Board
meetings. OWCP posts the transcripts
and minutes on the Advisory Board
Web page, http://www.dol.gov/owcp/
energy/regs/compliance/
AdvisoryBoard.htm, along with written
comments, speaker presentations, and
other materials submitted to the

Advisory Board or presented at
Advisory Board meetings.

Public Participation, Submissions and
Access to Public Record

Advisory Board meetings: All
Advisory Board meetings are open to
the public. Information on how to
participate in the meeting remotely will
be posted on the Advisory Board’s Web
site.

Individuals requesting special
accommodations to attend the Advisory
Board meeting should contact Ms.
Rhoads.

Submission of comments: You may
submit comments using one of the
methods listed in the ADDRESSES
section. Your submission must include
the Agency name (OWCP) and date for
this Advisory Board meeting (November
16-17, 2017). OWCP will post your
comments on the Advisory Board Web
site and provide your submissions to
Advisory Board members.

Because of security-related
procedures, receipt of submissions by
regular mail may experience significant
delays.

Requests to speak and speaker
presentations: If you want to address the
Advisory Board at the meeting you must
submit a request to speak, as well as any
written or electronic presentation, by
November 9, 2017, using one of the
methods listed in the ADDRESSES
section. Your request may include:

e The amount of time requested to
speak;

e The interest you represent (e.g.,
business, organization, affiliation), if
any; and

¢ A brief outline of the presentation.

PowerPoint presentations and other
electronic materials must be compatible
with PowerPoint 2010 and other
Microsoft Office 2010 formats. The
Advisory Board Chair may grant
requests to address the Board as time
and circumstances permit.

Electronic copies of this Federal
Register notice are available at http://
www.regulations.gov. This notice, as
well as news releases and other relevant
information, are also available on the
Advisory Board’s Web page at http://
www.dol.gov/owcp/energy/regs/
compliance/AdvisoryBoard.htm.

For further information regarding this
meeting, you may contact Douglas
Fitzgerald, Designated Federal Officer,
at fitzgerald.douglas@dol.gov, or Carrie
Rhoads, Alternate Designated Federal
Officer, at rhoads.carrie@dol.gov, U.S.
Department of Labor, 200 Constitution
Avenue NW., Suite S—-3524,
Washington, DC 20210, telephone (202)
343-5580.

This is not a toll-free number.
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Signed at Washington, DG, this 13th day of
October 2017.

Julia K. Hearthway,

Director, Office of Workers’ Compensation
Programs.

[FR Doc. 2017-22818 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-24-P

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE
ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES

Institute of Museum and Library
Services

Submission for OMB Review,
Comment Request, Proposed
Collection: Museums for All Program
Evaluation

AGENCY: Institute of Museum and
Library Services, National Foundation
on the Arts and the Humanities.
ACTION: Submission for OMB review,
comment request.

SUMMARY: The Institute of Museum and
Library Services announces that the
following information collection will be
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review and
approval in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act. This program
helps to ensure that requested data can
be provided in the desired format,
reporting burden (time and financial
resources) is minimized, collection
instruments are clearly understood, and
the impact of collection requirements on
respondents can be properly assessed.

A copy of the proposed information
collection request can be obtained by
contacting the individual listed below
in the ADDRESSES section of this notice.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted to the office listed in the FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section
below on or before November 20, 2017.

OMB is particularly interested in
comments that help the agency to:

¢ Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

¢ Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

¢ Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other technological

collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g. permitting
electronic submissions of responses.
ADDRESSES: Sandra R. Webb, Ph.D.,
Senior Advisor, Institute of Museum
and Library Services, 955 L’Enfant Plaza
SW., Suite 4000, Washington, DC 20024.
Dr. Webb can be reached by Telephone:
202-653-4718, Fax: 202-653-4608, or
by email at swebb@imls.gov, or by
teletype (TTY/TDD) at 202—-653—4614.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Institute of Museum and Library
Services is the primary source of federal
support for the Nation’s 123,000
libraries and 35,000 museums. The
Institute’s mission is to inspire libraries
and museums to advance innovation,
learning, and civic engagement. The
Institute works at the national level and
in coordination with state and local
organizations to sustain heritage,
culture, and knowledge; enhance
learning and innovation; and support
professional development. IMLS is
responsible for identifying national
needs for and trends in museum,
library, and information services;
measuring and reporting on the impact
and effectiveness of museum, library
and information services throughout the
United States, including programs
conducted with funds made available by
IMLS; identifying, and disseminating
information on, the best practices of
such programs; and developing plans to
improve museum, library, and
information services of the United
States and strengthen national, State,
local, regional, and international
communications and cooperative
networks (20 U.S.C. 72, 20 U.S.C. 9108).

The purpose of this collection is to
assess institutional outcomes from
participation in the Museums for All
program. Museums for All is a voluntary
program inviting museums to invite
EBT card holders to receive reduced-
price admission to their facilities.

A program summative evaluation will
be conducted to measure participating
institutions’ understanding of the
program’s value, structural strengths
and difficulties, partnership
implications, financial implications,
and community support and
engagement. The evaluation is intended
to provide insight for future changes
and programmatic improvements for the
Museums for All initiative. Methods
will include online surveys and in-
depth interviews.

Current Actions: This notice proposes
clearance of the Museums for All
Program Evaluation. The 60-day notice
for the Museums for All Program
Evaluation, was published in the
Federal Register on January 18, 2017

(82 FR 5608). The agency has received
no comments.

The institutional online survey,
expected to require an average of 10
minutes to complete, will consist of 1—
3 questions focused on the Museums for
All program’s implications for
participating museums, allowing for a
broad understanding of the program’s
institutional participants, their
perceptions of the program, and
potential future directions. In-depth
interviews with 15-18 institutional
survey participants, each projected to
require 20 minutes to complete, will
add depth and clarity of understanding
to the online survey.

Agency: Institute of Museum and
Library Services.

Title: Museum Assessment Program
Evaluation.

OMB Number: To Be Determined.

Frequency: One-time collection
anticipated.

Affected Public: The target population
is museums that have chosen to
participate in the Museums for All
program.

Number of Respondents: 100 museum
staff to respond to institutional survey;
18 museum staff to respond to
institutional interview.

Estimated Average Burden per
Response: The burden per respondent is
estimated to be an average of 10 minutes
for the museum survey, and 20 minutes
for the in-depth interview.

Estimated Total Annual Burden: 26
hours.

Total Annualized capital/startup
costs: n/a.

Total Annual costs: $561.00.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Comments should be sent to Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Attn.: OMB Desk Officer for Education,
Office of Management and Budget,
Room 10235, Washington, DC 20503,
(202) 395-7316.

Dated: October 17, 2017.

Kim A. Miller,

Grants Management Specialist, Office of the
Chief Financial Officer.

[FR Doc. 2017-22819 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7036-01-P

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Sunshine Act Meeting; National
Science Board

The National Science Board’s
Committee on External Engagement
(EE), pursuant to NSF regulations (45
CFR part 614), the National Science
Foundation Act, as amended (42 U.S.C.
1862n-5), and the Government in the
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Sunshine Act (5 U.S.C. 552b), hereby
gives notice of the scheduling of a
teleconference for the transaction of
National Science Board business, as
follows:

TIME AND DATE: Wednesday, October 25,
2017 at 2:30-3:30 p.m. EDT.

PLACE: This meeting will be held by
teleconference at the National Science
Foundation, 2415 Eisenhower Avenue,
Alexandria, VA 22314. An audio link
will be available for the public.
Members of the public must contact the
Board Office to request the public audio
link by sending an email to
nationalsciencebrd@nsf.gov at least 24
hours prior to the teleconference.
STATUS: Open.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: Discussion
to identify committee members to lead
various initiatives; preferred methods
for sharing information about recent or
upcoming events; and review and
discussion of draft charge for the
Committee on External Engagement.
CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Point of contact for this meeting is:
Nadine Lymn (nlymn@nsf.gov), 2415
Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA
22314.

Meeting information and updates may
be found at http://www.nsf.gov/nsb/
notices/.jsp#sunshine.

Please refer to the National Science
Board Web site at www.nsf.gov/nsb for
general information.

Chris Blair,

Executive Assistant to the National Science
Board Office.

[FR Doc. 2017-22849 Filed 10-17-17; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards; Notice of Meeting

In accordance with the purposes of
Sections 29 and 182b of the Atomic
Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 2039, 2232b), the
Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) will hold a meeting
November 2—4, 2017, 11545 Rockville
Pike, Rockville, Maryland 20852.

Thursday, November 2, 2017,
Conference Room T-2B1, 11545
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland
20852

8:30 a.m.-8:35 a.m.: Opening
Remarks by the ACRS Chairman
(Open)—The ACRS Chairman will make
opening remarks regarding the conduct
of the meeting.

8:35 a.m.—10:30 a.m.: Northwest
Medical Isotopes Mo—99 Radioisotope

Production Facility (Open/Closed)—The
Committee will hear briefings by and
discussion with representatives of the
NRC staff and Northwest Medical
Isotopes regarding the safety evaluation
associated with the construction permit
application preliminary safety analysis
report. [Note: A portion of this session
may be closed in order to discuss and
protect information designated as
proprietary, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552b(c)(4)].

10:45 a.m.—12:00 p.m.: Preparation of
ACRS Reports (Open/Closed)—The
Committee will continue its discussion
of proposed ACRS reports [Note: A
portion of this session may be closed in
order to discuss and protect information
designated as proprietary, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(4)].

1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.: State-of-the-Art
Reactor Consequence Analyses
(SOARCA) Project—Sequoyah (Open)—
The Committee will hear briefings by
and discussion with representatives of
the NRC staff regarding SOARCA.

2:45 p.m.—6:00 p.m.: Preparation of
ACRS Reports (Open/Closed)—The
Committee will continue its discussion
of proposed ACRS reports. [Note: A
portion of this session may be closed in
order to discuss and protect information
designated as proprietary, pursuant to 5
U.S.C 552b(c)(4)].

Friday, November 3, 2017, Conference
Room T-2B1, 11545 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland 20852

8:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.: Future ACRS
Activities/Report of the Planning and
Procedures Subcommittee and
Reconciliation of ACRS Comments and
Recommendations (Open/Closed)—The
Committee will discuss the
recommendations of the Planning and
Procedures Subcommittee regarding
items proposed for consideration by the
Full Committee during future ACRS
Meetings, and matters related to the
conduct of ACRS business, including
anticipated workload and member
assignments. The Committee will
discuss the responses from the NRC
Executive Director for Operations to
comments and recommendations
included in recent ACRS reports and
letters. [Note: A portion of this meeting
may be closed pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552b(c)(2) and (6) to discuss
organizational and personnel matters
that relate solely to internal personnel
rules and practices of the ACRS, and
information the release of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy].

10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.: Assessment of
the Quality of Selected NRC Research
Projects (Open)—The Committee will
have a discussion of the assessment of

the quality of the selected NRC research
projects.

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.: Preparation of
ACRS Reports/Retreats (Open/Closed)—
The Committee will continue its
discussion of proposed ACRS reports.
[Note: A portion of this session may be
closed in order to discuss and protect
information designated as proprietary,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(4)].

1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.: Preparation of
ACRS Reports/Retreats (Open/Closed)—
The Committee will continue its
discussion of proposed ACRS reports.
[Note: A portion of this session may be
closed in order to discuss and protect
information designated as proprietary,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(4)].

Saturday, November 4, 2017,
Conference Room T-2B1, 11545
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland
20852

8:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.: Preparation of
ACRS Reports/Retreats (Open/Closed)—
The Committee will continue its
discussion of proposed ACRS reports.
[Note: A portion of this session may be
closed in order to discuss and protect
information designated as proprietary,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(4)].

Procedures for the conduct of and
participation in ACRS meetings were
published in the Federal Register on
October 4, 2017 (82 FR 46312). In
accordance with those procedures, oral
or written views may be presented by
members of the public, including
representatives of the nuclear industry.
Persons desiring to make oral statements
should notify Quynh Nguyen, Cognizant
ACRS Staff (Telephone: 301-415-5844,
email: Quynh.Nguyen@nrc.gov), 5 days
before the meeting, if possible, so that
appropriate arrangements can be made
to allow necessary time during the
meeting for such statements. In view of
the possibility that the schedule for
ACRS meetings may be adjusted by the
Chairman as necessary to facilitate the
conduct of the meeting, persons
planning to attend should check with
the Cognizant ACRS staff if such
rescheduling would result in major
inconvenience.

Thirty-five hard copies of each
presentation or handout should be
provided 30 minutes before the meeting.
In addition, one electronic copy of each
presentation should be emailed to the
Cognizant ACRS Staff one day before
meeting. If an electronic copy cannot be
provided within this timeframe,
presenters should provide the Cognizant
ACRS Staff with a CD containing each
presentation at least 30 minutes before
the meeting.

In accordance with Subsection 10(d)
of Public Law 92-463 and 5 U.S.C.
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552b(c), certain portions of this meeting
may be closed, as specifically noted
above. Use of still, motion picture, and
television cameras during the meeting
may be limited to selected portions of
the meeting as determined by the
Chairman. Electronic recordings will be
permitted only during the open portions
of the meeting.

ACRS meeting agendas, meeting
transcripts, and letter reports are
available through the NRC Public
Document Room at pdr.resource@
nre.gov, or by calling the PDR at 1-800—
397—4209, or from the Publicly
Available Records System (PARS)
component of NRC’s document system
(ADAMS) which is accessible from the
NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/
reading-rm/adams.html or http://
www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-
collections/ACRS/.

Video teleconferencing service is
available for observing open sessions of
ACRS meetings. Those wishing to use
this service should contact Mr. Theron
Brown, ACRS Audio Visual Technician
(301-415—-8066), between 7:30 a.m. and
3:45 p.m. (ET), at least 10 days before
the meeting to ensure the availability of
this service. Individuals or
organizations requesting this service
will be responsible for telephone line
charges and for providing the
equipment and facilities that they use to
establish the video teleconferencing
link. The availability of video
teleconferencing services is not
guaranteed.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 16th day
of October 2017.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Russell Chazell,

Advisory Committee Management Officer.
[FR Doc. 2017-22737 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION

[Docket Nos. CP2018-21; CP2018-22;
CP2018-23; CP2018-24]

New Postal Products

AGENCY: Postal Regulatory Commission.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commission is noticing a
recent Postal Service filing for the
Commission’s consideration concerning
negotiated service agreements. This
notice informs the public of the filing,
invites public comment, and takes other
administrative steps.

DATES: Comments are due: October 27,
2017.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments
electronically via the Commission’s

Filing Online system at http://
www.prc.gov. Those who cannot submit
comments electronically should contact
the person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section by
telephone for advice on filing
alternatives.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David A. Trissell, General Counsel, at
202-789-6820.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Table of Contents

I. Introduction
II. Docketed Proceeding(s)

I. Introduction

The Commission gives notice that the
Postal Service filed request(s) for the
Commission to consider matters related
to negotiated service agreement(s). The
request(s) may propose the addition or
removal of a negotiated service
agreement from the market dominant or
the competitive product list, or the
modification of an existing product
currently appearing on the market
dominant or the competitive product
list.

Section II identifies the docket
number(s) associated with each Postal
Service request, the title of each Postal
Service request, the request’s acceptance
date, and the authority cited by the
Postal Service for each request. For each
request, the Commission appoints an
officer of the Commission to represent
the interests of the general public in the
proceeding, pursuant to 39 U.S.C. 505
(Public Representative). Section II also
establishes comment deadline(s)
pertaining to each request.

The public portions of the Postal
Service’s request(s) can be accessed via
the Commission’s Web site (http://
www.prc.gov). Non-public portions of
the Postal Service’s request(s), if any,
can be accessed through compliance
with the requirements of 39 CFR
3007.40.

The Commission invites comments on
whether the Postal Service’s request(s)
in the captioned docket(s) are consistent
with the policies of title 39. For
request(s) that the Postal Service states
concern market dominant product(s),
applicable statutory and regulatory
requirements include 39 U.S.C. 3622, 39
U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR part 3010, and 39
CFR part 3020, subpart B. For request(s)
that the Postal Service states concern
competitive product(s), applicable
statutory and regulatory requirements
include 39 U.S.C. 3632, 39 U.S.C. 3633,
39 U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR part 3015, and
39 CFR part 3020, subpart B. Comment
deadline(s) for each request appear in
section II.

II. Docketed Proceeding(s)

1. Docket No(s).: CP2018-21; Filing
Title: Notice of United States Postal
Service of Filing a Functionally
Equivalent Global Expedited Package
Services 3 Negotiated Service
Agreement and Application for Non-
Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 16, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
CFR 3015.5; Public Representative:
Curtis E. Kidd; Comments Due: October
27,2017.

2. Docket No(s).: CP2018-22; Filing
Title: Notice of United States Postal
Service of Filing a Functionally
Equivalent Global Expedited Package
Services 7 Negotiated Service
Agreement and Application for Non-
Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 16, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
CFR 3015.5; Public Representative:
Timothy J. Schwuchow; Comments Due:
October 27, 2017.

3. Docket No(s).: CP2018-23; Filing
Title: Notice of United States Postal
Service of Filing a Functionally
Equivalent Global Expedited Package
Services 7 Negotiated Service
Agreement and Application for Non-
Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 16, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
CFR 3015.5; Public Representative:
Timothy J. Schwuchow; Comments Due:
October 27, 2017.

4. Docket No(s).: CP2018-24; Filing
Title: Notice of United States Postal
Service of Filing a Functionally
Equivalent Global Expedited Package
Services 7 Negotiated Service
Agreement and Application for Non-
Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 16, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
CFR 3015.5; Public Representative:
Timothy J. Schwuchow; Comments Due:
October 27, 2017.

This notice will be published in the
Federal Register.

Stacy L. Ruble,
Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22820 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7710-FW-P

POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION

[Docket Nos. CP2017-232; MC2018-6 and
CP2018-11; MC2018-7 and CP2018-12;
CP2018-13; CP2018-14; MC2018-8 and
CP2018-15; MC2018-9 and CP2018-16;
MC2018-10 and CP2018-17; MC2018-11
and CP2018-18; MC2018-12 and CP2018-
19; CP2018-20]

New Postal Products

AGENCY: Postal Regulatory Commission.
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Commission is noticing a
recent Postal Service filing for the
Commission’s consideration concerning
negotiated service agreements. This
notice informs the public of the filing,
invites public comment, and takes other
administrative steps.

DATES: Comments are due: October 24,
2017 (Comment due date applies to
MC2018-8 and CP2018-15; M(C2018-9
and CP2018-16; MC2018-10 and
CP2018-17; MC2018-11 and CP2018—
18; MC2018-12 and CP2018-19); and
October 26, 2017 (Comment due date
applies to Docket Nos. MC2018-6 and
CP2018-11; MC2018-7 and CP2018-12;
CP2018-13; CP2018-14; CP2018-20);
October 27, 2017 (Comment due date
applies to CP2017-232).

ADDRESSES: Submit comments
electronically via the Commission’s
Filing Online system at http://
www.prc.gov. Those who cannot submit
comments electronically should contact
the person identified in the FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT section by
telephone for advice on filing
alternatives.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David A. Trissell, General Counsel, at
202-789-6820.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Table of Contents

1. Introduction
II. Docketed Proceeding(s)

I. Introduction

The Commission gives notice that the
Postal Service filed request(s) for the
Commission to consider matters related
to negotiated service agreement(s). The
request(s) may propose the addition or
removal of a negotiated service
agreement from the market dominant or
the competitive product list, or the
modification of an existing product
currently appearing on the market
dominant or the competitive product
list.

Section II identifies the docket
number(s) associated with each Postal
Service request, the title of each Postal
Service request, the request’s acceptance
date, and the authority cited by the
Postal Service for each request. For each
request, the Commission appoints an
officer of the Commission to represent
the interests of the general public in the
proceeding, pursuant to 39 U.S.C. 505
(Public Representative). Section II also
establishes comment deadline(s)
pertaining to each request.

The public portions of the Postal
Service’s request(s) can be accessed via
the Commission’s Web site (http://

www.prc.gov). Non-public portions of
the Postal Service’s request(s), if any,
can be accessed through compliance
with the requirements of 39 CFR
3007.40.

The Commission invites comments on
whether the Postal Service’s request(s)
in the captioned docket(s) are consistent
with the policies of title 39. For
request(s) that the Postal Service states
concern market dominant product(s),
applicable statutory and regulatory
requirements include 39 U.S.C. 3622, 39
U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR part 3010, and 39
CFR part 3020, subpart B. For request(s)
that the Postal Service states concern
competitive product(s), applicable
statutory and regulatory requirements
include 39 U.S.C. 3632, 39 U.S.C. 3633,
39 U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR part 3015, and
39 CFR part 3020, subpart B. Comment
deadline(s) for each request appear in
section II.

II. Docketed Proceeding(s)

1. Docket No(s).: CP2017-232; Filing
Title: Notice of the United States Postal
Service of Filing Modification Two to a
Global Plus 1D Negotiated Service
Agreement; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 13, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
CFR 3015.5; Public Representative:
Curtis E. Kidd; Comments Due: October
27,2017.

2. Docket No(s).: MC2018—6 and
CP2018-11; Filing Title: Request of the
United States Postal Service to Add
Global Expedited Package Services 9
Contracts to the Competitive Products
List, and Notice of Filing (Under Seal)
of Contract and Application for Non-
Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 13, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
U.S.C. 3642 and 39 CFR 3020.30 et seq.;
Public Representative: Timothy J.
Schwuchow; Comments Due: October
26, 2017.

3. Docket No(s).: MC2018-7 and
CP2018-12; Filing Title: Request of the
United States Postal Service to Add
Global Plus 1E Contracts to the
Competitive Products List, and Notice of
Filing (Under Seal) of Contract and
Application for Non-Public Treatment
of Materials Filed Under Seal; Filing
Acceptance Date: October 13, 2017;
Filing Authority: 39 U.S.C. 3642 and 39
CFR 3020.30 et seq.; Public
Representative: Kenneth R. Moeller;
Comments Due: October 26, 2017.

4. Docket No(s).: CP2018-13; Filing
Title: Notice of the United States Postal
Service of Filing a Functionally
Equivalent Global Plus 1E Negotiated
Service Agreement and Application for
Non-Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 13, 2017; Filing Authority: 39

CFR 3015.5.; Public Representative:
Kenneth R. Moeller; Comments Due:
October 26, 2017.

5. Docket No(s).: CP2018-14; Filing
Title: Notice of United States Postal
Service of Filing a Functionally
Equivalent Global Expedited Package
Services 8 Negotiated Service
Agreement and Application for Non-
Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 13, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
CFR 3015.5.; Public Representative:
Timothy J. Schwuchow; Comments Due:
October 26, 2017.

6. Docket No(s).: MC2018-8 and
CP2018-15; Filing Title: Request of the
United States Postal Service to Add
Priority Mail Contract 369 to
Competitive Product List and Notice of
Filing (Under Seal) of Unredacted
Governors’ Decision, Contract, and
Supporting Data; Filing Acceptance
Date: October 13, 2017; Filing Authority:
39 U.S.C. 3642 and 39 CFR 3020.30 et
seq.; Public Representative: Michael L.
Leibert; Comments Due: October 24,
2017.

7. Docket No(s).: MC2018-9 and
CP2018-16; Filing Title: Request of the
United States Postal Service to Add
Priority Mail Contract 370 to
Competitive Product List and Notice of
Filing (Under Seal) of Unredacted
Governors’ Decision, Contract, and
Supporting Data; Filing Acceptance
Date: October 13, 2017; Filing Authority:
39 U.S.C. 3642 and 39 CFR 3020.30 et
seq.; Public Representative: Michael L.
Leibert; Comments Due: October 24,
2017.

8. Docket No(s).: MC2018-10 and
CP2018-17; Filing Title: Request of the
United States Postal Service to Add
Priority Mail Express Contract 51 to
Competitive Product List and Notice of
Filing (Under Seal) of Unredacted
Governors’ Decision, Contract, and
Supporting Data; Filing Acceptance
Date: October 13, 2017; Filing Authority:
39 U.S.C. 3642 and 39 CFR 3020.30 et
seq.; Public Representative: Katalin K.
Clendenin; Comments Due: October 24,
2017.

9. Docket No(s).: MC2018-11 and
CP2018-18; Filing Title: Request of the
United States Postal Service to Add
Priority Mail & First-Class Package
Service Contract 59 to Competitive
Product List and Notice of Filing (Under
Seal) of Unredacted Governors’
Decision, Contract, and Supporting
Data; Filing Acceptance Date: October
13, 2017; Filing Authority: 39 U.S.C.
3642 and 39 CFR 3020.30 et seq.; Public
Representative: Curtis E. Kidd;
Comments Due: October 24, 2017.

10. Docket No(s).: MC2018-12 and
CP2018-19; Filing Title: Request of the
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United States Postal Service to Add
Priority Mail & First-Class Package
Service Contract 60 to Competitive
Product List and Notice of Filing (Under
Seal) of Unredacted Governors’
Decision, Contract, and Supporting
Data; Filing Acceptance Date: October
13, 2017; Filing Authority: 39 U.S.C.
3642 and 39 CFR 3020.30 et seq.; Public
Representative: Curtis E. Kidd;
Comments Due: October 24, 2017.

11. Docket No(s).: CP2018-20; Filing
Title: Notice of United States Postal
Service of Filing a Functionally
Equivalent Global Expedited Package
Services 7 Negotiated Service
Agreement and Application for Non-
Public Treatment of Materials Filed
Under Seal; Filing Acceptance Date:
October 13, 2017; Filing Authority: 39
CFR 3015.5; Public Representative:
Katalin K. Clendenin; Comments Due:
October 26, 2017.

This notice will be published in the
Federal Register.

Ruth Ann Abrams,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22746 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7710-FW-P

POSTAL SERVICE

International Product Change—GEPS 9
Contracts

AGENCY: Postal Service™,
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Postal Service gives
notice of filing a request with the Postal
Regulatory Commission to add Global
Expedited Package Services 9 to the
Competitive Products List.

DATES: Date of notice: October 20, 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher C. Meyerson, (202) 268—
7820.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
United States Postal Service® hereby
gives notice that, pursuant to 39 U.S.C.
3642, on October 13, 2017, it filed with
the Postal Regulatory Commission a
Request of The United States Postal
Service to add Global Expedited
Package Services 9 to the Competitive
Products List. Documents are available
at www.pre.gov, Docket Nos. MC2018-6
and CP2018-11.

Stanley F. Mires,

Attorney, Federal Compliance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22786 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7710-12-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-81885; File Nos. SR-DTC-
2017-004; SR-NSCC-2017-005; SR-FICC-
2017-008]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; The
Depository Trust Company; National
Securities Clearing Corporation; Fixed
Income Clearing Corporation; Notice of
Designation of Longer Period for
Commission Action on Proceedings To
Determine Whether To Approve or
Disapprove Proposed Rule Changes,
as Modified by Amendments No. 1 and
No. 3, To Adopt the Clearing Agency
Liquidity Risk Management Framework

October 16, 2017.

On April 6, 2017, The Depository
Trust Company (“DTC”), National
Securities Clearing Corporation
(“NSCC”), and Fixed Income Clearing
Corporation (“FICC,” and together with
DTC and NSCC, the “Clearing
Agencies”), filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (“Commission”)
proposed rule changes SR-DTC-2017—
004, SR-NSCC-2017-005, SR-FICC—-
2017-008, respectively, pursuant to
Section 19(b)(1) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (“Act”’)* and Rule
19b—4 thereunder.2 On April 13, 2017,
the Clearing Agencies each filed
Amendment No. 1 to their respective
proposed rule changes. The proposed
rule changes, as modified in each
instance by Amendment No. 1, were
published for comment in the Federal
Register on April 25, 2017.3 On June 7,
2017, the Commission designated a
longer period for Commission Action on
the proposed rule changes, as amended
in each instance by Amendment No. 1.4

On July 20, 2017, the Clearing
Agencies each filed Amendment No. 2
to their respective proposed rule
changes. On July 21, 2017, the Clearing
Agencies each filed Amendment No. 3
to their respective proposed rule
changes to supersede and replace
Amendment No. 2, in its entirety, due
to a technical defect. On July 28, 2017,
the Commission published a notice in
the Federal Register of filing
Amendments No. 2 and No. 3, and
issued an order instituting proceedings
under Section 19(b)(2)(B) of the Act5 to

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

3 Securities Exchange Act Release No. 80489
(April 19, 2017), 82 FR 19120 (April 25, 2017) (SR-
DTC-2017-004, SR-NSCC-2017-005, SR-FICC—
2017-008).

4 Securities Exchange Act Release No. 80877
(June 7, 2017), 82 FR 27094 (June 13, 2017) (SR—
DTC-2017-004, SR-NSCC-2017-005, SR-FICC—
2017-008).

515 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)(B)(i).

determine whether to approve or
disapprove the proposed rule changes,
as amended.® The Commission did not
receive any comment letters on the
proposed rule changes, as modified by
Amendments No. 1 and No. 3.

Section 19(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the Act
provides that, after initiating
proceedings, the Commission shall issue
an order approving or disapproving the
proposed rule change not later than 180
days after the date of publication of
notice of filing of the proposed rule
change.” The Commission may,
however, extend the period for issuing
an order approving or disapproving the
proposed rule change by not more than
60 days if the Commission determines
that a longer period is appropriate and
publishes the reasons for such
determination.®

The 180th day after publication of the
notice for the Proposed Rule Changes in
the Federal Register is October 22,
2017. The Commission finds it
appropriate to designate a longer period
within which to issue an order
approving or disapproving the proposed
rule changes, as amended, so that it has
sufficient time to consider the proposed
rule changes and the amendments.
Accordingly, the Commission, pursuant
to Section 19(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the Act,®
designates December 21, 2017 as the
date by which the Commission shall
either approve or disapprove proposed
rule changes SR-DTC-2017-004, SR—
NSCC-2017-005, SR-FICC-2017-008,
as amended.

For the Commission, by the Division
of Trading and Markets, pursuant to
delegated authority.10

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22759 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

6 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 81194
(July 28, 2017), 82 FR 35241 (July 28, 2017) (SR-
DTC-2017-004; SR-NSCC-2017-005; SR-FICC—
2017-008).

715 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)(B)(ii).

81d.

oId.

1017 CFR 200.30-3(a)(57).


http://www.prc.gov

48858

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017/ Notices

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-81883; File Nos. SR-DTC-
2017-005; SR—FICC-2017-009; SR—-NSCC-
2017-006]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; The
Depository Trust Company; Fixed
Income Clearing Corporation; National
Securities Clearing Corporation;
Notice of Designation of Longer Period
for Commission Action on
Proceedings To Determine Whether To
Approve or Disapprove Proposed Rule
Changes, as Modified by Amendments
No. 1, To Adopt the Clearing Agency
Stress Testing Framework (Market
Risk)

October 16, 2017.

On April 7, 2017, The Depository
Trust Company (“DTC”), Fixed Income
Clearing Corporation (“FICC”), and
National Securities Clearing Corporation
(“NSCC,” each a “Clearing Agency,”
and collectively, the “Clearing
Agencies”), filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (‘“Commission”)
proposed rule changes SR-DTC-2017—
005, SR-FICC-2017-009, and SR—
NSCC-2017-006, respectively, pursuant
to Section 19(b)(1) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (“Act”’)* and Rule
19b—4 thereunder.2

The proposed rule changes were
published for comment in the Federal
Register on April 25, 2017.3 On June 7,
2017, the Commission designated a
longer period for Commission Action on
the proposed rule changes. On July 19,
2017, the Clearing Agencies each filed
Amendment No. 1 to their respective
proposed rule changes (hereinafter,
“Proposed Rule Changes”). On July 24,
2017, the Commission published a
notice in the Federal Register of filing
Amendments No. 1 and order instituting
proceedings under Section 19(b)(2)(B)(i)
of the Act® to determine whether to
approve or disapprove the Proposed
Rule Changes.® The Commission did not
receive any comment letters on the
Proposed Rule Changes.

Section 19(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the Act
provides that, after initiating

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 80485
(April 19, 2017), 82 FR 19131 (April 25, 2017) (SR-
DTC-2017-005; SR-FICC-2017-009; SR-NSCC—
2017-006).

4 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 80876
(June 7, 2017), 82 FR 27091 (June 13, 2017) (SR-
DTC-2017-005; SR-FICC-2017-009; SR-NSCC—
2017-006).

515 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)(B)(1).

6 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 81192
(July 24, 2017), 82 FR 35245 (July 28, 2017) (SR—
DTC-2017-005; SR-FICC-2017-009; SR-NSCC—
2017-006).

proceedings, the Commission shall issue
an order approving or disapproving the
proposed rule change not later than 180
days after the date of publication of
notice of filing of the proposed rule
change.” The Commission may,
however, extend the period for issuing
an order approving or disapproving the
proposed rule change by not more than
60 days if the Commission determines
that a longer period is appropriate and
publishes the reasons for such
determination.?

The 180th day after publication of the
notice for the Proposed Rule Changes in
the Federal Register is October 22,
2017. The Commission finds it
appropriate to designate a longer period
within which to issue an order
approving or disapproving the Proposed
Rule Changes so that it has sufficient
time to consider the Proposed Rule
Changes. Accordingly, the Commission,
pursuant to Section 19(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the
Act,® designates December 21, 2017 as
the date by which the Commission shall
either approve or disapprove proposed
rule changes SR-DTC-2017-005, SR—
FICC-2017-009, and SR-NSCC-2017—
006, as amended.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.10

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22758 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-81879; File No. SR—-CBOE-
2017-065]

Self-Regulatory Organizations;
Chicago Board Options Exchange,
Incorporated; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of a Proposed
Rule Change To List and Trade S&P
Select Sector Index Options

October 16, 2017.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the
“Act”),! and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on October
4, 2017, Chicago Board Options
Exchange, Incorporated (the “Exchange”
or “CBOE”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission (the
“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I and II

715 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)(B)(ii).

81d.

oId.

1017 CFR 200.30-3(a)(57).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

below, which Items have been prepared
by the Exchange. The Exchange filed the
proposal as a “non-controversial”
proposed rule change pursuant to
Section 19(b)(3)(A)(iii) of the Act3 and
Rule 19b—4(f)(6) thereunder.4 The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange is proposing to amend
certain rules in connection with listing
S&P Select Sector Indexes under generic
narrow-based listing standards.

The text of the proposed rule change
is also available on the Exchange’s Web
site (http://www.cboe.com/AboutCBOE/
CBOELegalRegulatoryHome.aspx), at
the Exchange’s Office of the Secretary,
and at the Commission’s Public
Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The purpose of this proposed rule
change is to amend certain rules in
connection with the Exchange’s plans to
list and trade ten S&P Select Sector
Index options.

Each S&P Select Sector Index
represents the performance of
companies that are components of the
Standard & Poor’s 500 Index (“S&P
500”) within one of the following
sectors (each of which is referred to as
a ‘“‘S&P Select Sector Index”):

315 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(iii).

417 CFR 240.19b—-4(f)(6).

5 These symbols represent the index. The
corresponding option symbols are SIXM, SIXE,
SIXT, SIXV, SIXU, SIXR, SIXI, SIXY, SIXB, and
SIXRE, respectively.


http://www.cboe.com/AboutCBOE/CBOELegalRegulatoryHome.aspx
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Sector Symbol 5 cﬂ;n;gﬁgr?tfs
Financial .. IXM 66
Energy ........ IXE 32
Technology . IXT 72
Health Care IXV 61
Utilities ......ccceeeeene IXU 28
Consumer Staples | IXR 35
Industrials ............. IXI 68
Consumer Discre- | IXY 85

tionary.
Materials ..... IXB 26
Real Estate IXRE 32

Each constituent of a Select Sector
Index is a constituent of the S&P 500,
and each Select Sector index is a
subindex of the S&P 500. S&P Dow
Jones Indices ¢ assigns constituents to a
S&P Select Sector Index based on the
constituent’s classification under a
global industry classification standard.
S&P Dow Jones Indices monitors and
maintains each Select Sector Index and
rebalances each S&P Select Sector Index
quarterly.

Initial and Maintenance Listing Criteria

Each S&P Select Sector Index meets
the definition of a narrow-based index
as set forth in Rule 24.1(1)(2) (an index
designed to be representative of a
particular industry or a group of related
industries and include indices having
component securities that are all
headquartered within a single country).
Additionally, each S&P Select Sector
Index option satisfies the initial listing
criteria of a narrow-based index, as set
forth in Rule 24.2(b):

(1) Options will be A.M.-settled;

(2) the index is capitalization-
weighted, price-weighted, equal dollar-
weighted, or modified capitalization-
weighted, and consists of ten or more
component securities (the S&P Select
Sector Indexes are modified
capitalization-weighted);

(3) each component security has a
market capitalization of at least $75
million, except that for each of the
lowest weighted component securities
in the index that in the aggregate
account for no more than 10% of the
weight of the index, the market
capitalization is at least $50 million;

(4) trading volume of each component
security has been at least one million
shares for each of the last six months,
except that for each of the lowest
weighted component securities in the
index that in the aggregate account for
no more than 10% of the weight of the
index, trading volume has been at least
500,000 shares for each of the last six
months;

6 S&P Dow Jones Indices is the reporting authority
for the S&P Select Sector Indexes. See proposed
Rule 24.1, Interpretation and Policy .01.

(5) in a capitalization-weighted index
or a modified capitalization-weighted
index, the lesser of the five highest
weighted component securities in the
index or the highest weighted
component securities in the index that
in the aggregate represent at least 30%
of the total number of component
securities in the index each have had an
average monthly trading volume of at
least 2,000,000 shares over the past six
months;

(6) no single component security
represents more than 25% of the weight
of the index, and the five highest
weighted component securities in the
index do not in the aggregate account
for more than 50% (60% for an index
consisting of fewer than 25 component
securities) of the weight of the index;

(7) component securities that account
for at least 90% of the weight of the
index and at least 80% of the total
number of component securities in the
index satisfy the requirements of Rule
5.3 applicable to individual underlying
securities;

(8) all component securities are
“reported securities” as defined in Rule
11A a3-1 under the Exchange Act;

(9) non-U.S. component securities
(stocks or ADRs) that are not subject to
comprehensive surveillance agreements
do not in the aggregate represent more
than 20% of the weight of the index;

(10) the current underlying index
value will be reported at least once
every fifteen seconds during the time
the index options are traded on the
Exchange;

(11) an equal dollar-weighted index
will be rebalanced at least once every
calendar quarter; and

(12) if an underlying index is
maintained by a broker-dealer, the index
is calculated by a third party who is not
a broker-dealer, and the broker-dealer
has erected a “Chinese Wall” around its
personnel who have access to
information concerning changes in and
adjustments to the index.

The S&P Select Sector Index options
will be subject to the maintenance
listing standards set forth in Rule
24.2(c):

(1) The conditions stated in (1), (3),
(6), (7), (8), (9), (10), (11) and (12) above
must continue to be satisfied, provided
that the conditions stated in (6) above
must be satisfied only as of the first day
of January and July in each year;

(2) the total number of component
securities in the index may not increase
or decrease by more than 33%3% from
the number of component securities in
the index at the time of its initial listing,
and in no event may be less than nine
component securities;

(3) trading volume of each component
security in the index must be at least
500,000 shares for each of the last six
months, except that for each of the
lowest weighted component securities
in the index that in the aggregate
account for no more than 10% of the
weight of the index, trading volume
must be at least 400,000 shares for each
of the last six months; and

(4) in a capitalization-weighted index
or a modified capitalization-weighted
index, the lesser of the five highest
weighted component securities in the
index or the highest weighted
component securities in the index that
in the aggregate represent at least 30%
of the total number of stocks in the
index each have had an average
monthly trading volume of at least
1,000,000 shares over the past six
months.”

Expiration Months, Settlement, and
Exercise Style

Consistent with existing rules for
certain index options, the Exchange will
allow up to twelve near-term expiration
months.8 The Exchange elects to have
the ability to list up to twelve near-term
expiration months, as that is the same
amount the Rules permit for options on
the S&P 500 (“SPX options”). The S&P
Select Sector Indexes, in the aggregate,
consist of the same components as the
S&P 500, as discussed above. Because of
the relation [sic] between the S&P Select
Sector Indexes and the S&P 500, which
will likely result in market participants’
investment and hedging strategies
consisting of options over both, the
Exchange believes it is appropriate to
permit the same number of monthly
expirations for S&P Select Sector Index
options as SPX options.

The S&P Select Sector Index options
will be A.M., cash-settled contracts with
European-style exercise.® A.M.-
settlement is consistent with the generic
listing criteria for industry-based
indexes 10 (as well as broad-based
indexes 11), and thus it is common for

7 As is the case with other index options
authorized for listing and trading on CBOE, in the
event a S&P Select Sector Index fails to satisfy the
maintenance listing standards, the Exchange will
not open for trading any additional series of options
of that class unless such failure is determined by
the Exchange not to be significant and the
Commission concurs in that determination, or
unless the continued listing of that class of index
options has been approved by the Securities and
Exchange Commission (the “Commission”) under
Section 19(b)(2) of the Securities and Exchange Act
(the “Act”).

8 See proposed Rule 24.9(a)(2).

9 See proposed Rule 24.9(a)(3)(cxiv) through
(exxiii).

10 See Rule 24.2(b)(1).

11 See Rule 24.2(f)(2).
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index options to be A.M.-settled. The
Exchange proposes to amend Rule
24.9(a)(4) to add the S&P Select Sector
Index options to the list of other A.M.-
settled options. Standard third-Friday
SPX options are A.M.-settled. European-
style exercise is consistent with many
index options, as set forth in Rule
24.9(a)(3). Standard third-Friday SPX
options are A.M.-settled with European-
style exercise. The Exchange proposes
to amend Rule 24.9(a)(3) to add S&P
Select Sector Index options to the list of
other European-style index options.
Because of the relation between the S&P
Select Sector Indexes and the S&P 500,
which will likely result in market
participants’ investment and hedging
strategies consisting of options over
both, the Exchange believes it is
appropriate to list S&P Select Sector
Index options with the same settlement
and exercise style as SPX options.

Appointment Costs

The Exchange proposes a Market-
Maker appointment cost of .001 for each
S&P Select Sector Index option, and
each will have a Market-Maker
appointment cost of .001.12 The
Exchange determines appointment costs
of Tier AA classes based on several
factors, including, but not limited to,
competitive forces and trading volume.
The Exchange believes the proposed
initial appointment cost for each S&P
Select Sector Index option will foster
competition by incentivizing Market-
Makers to obtain an appointment in
these newly listed options, which may
increase liquidity in the new classes.

Capacity

CBOE has analyzed its capacity and
represents that it believes the Exchange
and OPRA have the necessary systems
capacity to handle the additional traffic
associated with the listing of new series
that would result from the introduction
of S&P Select Sector Index options up
to the proposed number of possible
expirations. Because the proposal is
limited to ten classes, the Exchange
believes any additional traffic that
would be generated from the
introduction of S&P Select Sector Index
options would be manageable.

12 See proposed Rule 8.3(c)(i). S&P Select Sector
Index Options will be in Tier AA (as are other S&P
index options). While the appointment costs of Tier
AA classes are not subject to quarterly rebalancing
under Rule 8.3(c)(iv), the Exchange regularly
reviews the appointment costs of Tier AA classes
to ensure that they continue to be appropriate. The
Exchange determines appointment costs of Tier AA
classes based on several factors, including, but not
limited to, competitive forces and trading volume.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes the proposed
rule change is consistent with the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the
“Act”) and the rules and regulations
thereunder applicable to the Exchange
and, in particular, the requirements of
Section 6(b) of the Act.13 Specifically,
the Exchange believes the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Section
6(b)(5) 14 requirements that the rules of
an exchange be designed to prevent
fraudulent and manipulative acts and
practices, to promote just and equitable
principles of trade, to foster cooperation
and coordination with persons engaged
in regulating, clearing, settling,
processing information with respect to,
and facilitating transactions in
securities, to remove impediments to
and perfect the mechanism of a free and
open market and a national market
system, and, in general, to protect
investors and the public interest.
Additionally, the Exchange believes the
proposed rule change is consistent with
the Section 6(b)(5) 1® requirement that
the rules of an exchange not be designed
to permit unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers, or dealers.

In particular, the Exchange believes
that the proposed rule change will
further the Exchange’s goal of
introducing new and innovative
products to the marketplace. Currently,
the Exchange believes that there is
unmet market demand for exchange-
listed security options listed on these
ten popular cash indexes. Sector SPDRs
and E-mini S&P Select Sector future
products are listed and traded on other
exchanges. As a result, CBOE believes
that S&P Select Sector Index options are
designed to provide different and
additional opportunities for investors to
hedge or speculate on the market risk
associated with the S&P Select Sector
Indexes by listing an option directly on
these indexes.

The S&P Select Sector Index options
satisfy the initial listing standards for
narrow-based indexes in the Exchange’s
current rules. The proposed rule change
merely adds the S&P Select Sector
Indexes to the table regarding reporting
authorities for indexes, to the rule
regarding number of permissible
expirations, to the list of European-style
exercise index options, and to the list of
A.M.-settled index options. These
changes are consistent [sic] existing
rules and index options currently
authorized and listed for trading on the
Exchange. The Exchange notes, with
respect to these changes, standard third-

1315 U.S.C. 78f(b).

1415 U.S.C. 78{(b)(5).
15]1d.

Friday SPX options (which overly the
S&P 500, which consist of the same
components as the S&P Select Sector
Indexes in the aggregate) currently have
the same reporting authority, the same
number of permissible expirations, the
same settlement, and the same exercise
style. The Exchange has observed no
trading or capacity issues in SPX trading
given the number of permissible
expirations, a.m. settlement, and
European-style exercise. Because of the
relation between the S&P Select Sector
Indexes and the S&P 500, which will
likely result in market participants’
investment and hedging strategies
consisting of options over both, the
Exchange believes it is appropriate to
have the same number of expiration,
settlement, and exercise style for both.
The Exchange also represents that it has
the necessary systems capacity to
support the new option series given
these proposed specifications.

The Exchange believes the proposed
initial low appointment cost for each
S&P Select Sector Index option
promotes competition and efficiency by
incentivizing more Market-Makers to
obtain an appointment in the newly
listed classes. The Exchange believes
this may result in liquidity and
competitive pricing in these classes,
which ultimately benefits investors. The
proposed rule change does not result in
unfair discrimination, as the
appointment cost will apply to all
Market-Makers in these classes.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

CBOE does not believe that the
proposed rule change will impose any
burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. S&P Select
Sector Indexes satisfy initial listing
standards set forth in the Rules, and the
proposed number of expirations,
settlement, and exercise style are
consistent with current rules applicable
to index options, including standard
third-Friday SPX options. Because of
the relation [sic] between the S&P Select
Sector Indexes and the S&P 500, which
will likely result in market participants’
investment and hedging strategies
consisting of options over both, the
Exchange believes it is appropriate to
have the same number of expirations,
settlement, and exercise style for both
options. S&P Select Sector Index
options will provide investors with
different and additional opportunities to
hedge or speculate on the market
associated with the S&P Select Sector
indexes.

The Exchange believes the proposed
initial low appointment cost for each
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S&P Select Sector Index option
promotes competition and efficiency by
incentivizing more Market-Makers to
obtain an appointment in the newly
listed classes. The Exchange believes
this may result in liquidity and
competitive pricing in these classes,
which ultimately benefits investors. The
proposed rule change does not result in
unfair discrimination, as the
appointment cost will apply to all
Market-Makers in these classes.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

The Exchange neither solicited nor
received comments on the proposed
rule change.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Because the foregoing proposed rule
change does not:

A. Significantly affect the protection
of investors or the public interest;

B. impose any significant burden on
competition; and

C. become operative for 30 days from
the date on which it was filed, or such
shorter time as the Commission may
designate, it has become effective
pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A) of the
Act 16 and Rule 19b—4(f)(6) 17
thereunder.1® At any time within 60
days of the filing of the proposed rule
change, the Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act. If the
Commission takes such action, the
Commission will institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
change should be approved or
disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

1615 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A).

1717 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6).

1817 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6). In addition, Rule 19b—
4(f)(6) requires a self-regulatory organization to give
the Commission written notice of its intent to file
the proposed rule change at least five business days
prior to the date of filing of the proposed rule
change, or such shorter time as designated by the
Commission. The Exchange has satisfied this
requirement.

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s Internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
CBOE-2017-065 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

¢ Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-CBOE-2017-065. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
Internet Web site (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for Web site viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549 on official
business days between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of the
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change;
the Commission does not edit personal
identifying information from
submissions. You should submit only
information that you wish to make
available publicly. All submissions
should refer to File Number SR-CBOE—
2017-065 and should be submitted on
or before November 13, 2017.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.19

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017—-22754 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

1917 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-81876; File No. SR—
BatsBZX-2017-53]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Bats
BZX Exchange, Inc.; Order Granting
Approval of a Proposed Rule Change
To List and Trade Shares of the
WisdomTree CBOE Russell 2000
PutWrite Strategy Fund, a Series of the
WisdomTree Trust, Under Rule
14.11(c)(3) (Index Fund Shares)

October 16, 2017.

I. Introduction

On August 18, 2017, Bats BZX
Exchange, Inc. (“Exchange” or “BZX”’)
filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (“Commission”), pursuant
to Section 19(b)(1) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (“Act”’)* and Rule
19b—4 thereunder,? a proposed rule
change to list and trade shares
(““Shares”’) of the WisdomTree CBOE
Russell 2000 PutWrite Strategy Fund
(“Fund”). The proposed rule change
was published for comment in the
Federal Register on September 7, 2017.3
The Commission has received no
comments on the proposal. This order
approves the proposed rule change.

II. Exchange’s Description of the
Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to list and
trade Shares of the Fund under Rule
14.11(c), which governs the listing and
trading of Index Fund Shares on the
Exchange. The Fund will be an index-
based exchange-traded fund (“ETF”).
The Shares will be offered by the
WisdomTree Trust (“Trust’’), which is
registered with the Commission as an
investment company and has filed a
registration statement on Form N-1A
(“Registration Statement’’) with the
Commission on behalf of the Fund.4

The Fund will seek investment results
that track the price and yield
performance, before fees and expenses,
of the CBOE Russell 2000 PutWrite
Index (“Index”), which was developed
and is maintained by the Chicago Board
Options Exchange, Inc. (“CBOE” or
“Index Provider”).5 The Index consists

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 81510
(Aug. 31, 2017), 82 FR 42399 (“Notice”).

4 See Post-Effective Amendment No. 595 to
Registration Statement on Form N-1A for the Trust,
dated July 27, 2017 (File Nos. 333-132380 and 811—
21864).

5 According to the Exchange, none of the Trust,
WisdomTree Asset Management, Inc. (“Adviser”),
Mellon Capital Management (“Sub-Adviser”), State
Street Bank and Trust Company (administrator,

Continued
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of only two components: RUT Puts and
one-month Treasury bills. The Index
tracks the value of a passive investment
strategy, which consists of selling
(writing) Russell 2000 Index put options
(“RUT Puts”) and investing the sale
proceeds in one-month Treasury bills.
All RUT Puts are standardized options
traded on CBOE.®

The Exchange submitted the proposed
rule change because the Index
underlying the Fund does not meet all
of the “generic” listing requirements of
Rule 14.11(c), and more specifically, the
requirements of Rule 14.11(c)(5)
applicable to Index Fund Shares based
on an Index of component securities
representing a combination of the equity
and the fixed income markets. Rule
14.11(c)(5) requires that the equity and
fixed income component securities
separately meet the criteria set forth in
Rules 14.11(c)(3) and 14.11(c)(4),
respectively. With respect to the Fund,
the Index does not meet all of the
generic requirements of Rule 14.11(c)(3)
because the Index consists primarily of
RUT Puts.” The Exchange represents
that the Shares will conform to the
initial and continued listing criteria
under Rule 14.11(c), except that the
Index will not meet the requirements of
Rule 14.11(c)(3) in that the Index will
consist of options based on equity
securities (i.e., RUT Puts).8

The Exchange has made the following
representations and statements in
describing the Fund and its investment
strategies, including other assets and
investment restrictions.®

A. Description of the Index Methodology

The Index is based on a passive
investment strategy that consists of
overlapping hypothetical investments in
a single series of exchange-listed RUT
Puts over a money market account

custodian, and transfer agent for the Fund), or
Foreside Fund Services, LLC (distributor for the
Fund) is affiliated with the Index Provider.

6 The Exchange notes that CBOE is a member of
the Intermarket Surveillance Group (“ISG”).

7 According to the Exchange, the fixed income
security component of the Index, which consists of
only one-month Treasury bills, meets the “generic”
listing requirements of Rule 14.11(c)(4).

8 As defined in Rule 14.11(c)(1)(D), the term “U.S.
Component Stock” shall mean an equity security
that is registered under Sections 12(b) or 12(g) of
the Act, or an American Depositary Receipt, the
underlying equity security of which is registered
under Sections 12(b) or 12(g) of the Act.

9 Additional information regarding the Trust, the
Fund, and the Shares, including information
relating to the underlying Index, investment
strategies, risks, net asset value (“NAV”’)
calculation, creation and redemption procedures,
fees, portfolio holdings disclosure policies,
distributions, and taxes, among other information,
is included in the Notice and the Registration
Statement, as applicable. See Notice, supra note 3
and Registration Statement, supra note 4.

hypothetically invested in one-month
Treasury bills. Specifically, the Index
hypothetically writes at-the-money RUT
Puts on a monthly basis, usually on the
third Friday of the month (‘Roll Date”),
which matches the expiration date of
the hypothetical RUT Puts. At each Roll
Date, any settlement loss in the Index
based on the expiring RUT Puts is
financed by the Treasury bill account
and a new batch of hypothetical at-the-
money RUT Puts is sold. Revenue from
the sale of RUT Puts is added to the
Index’s hypothetical Treasury bill
account. On each Roll Date, the revenue
from the hypothetical sale of RUT Puts
is hypothetically invested separately at
the one-month Treasury bill rate, and
where applicable, any one-month
Treasury bills purchased in the prior
month are deemed to mature and
hypothetically invested in new one-
month Treasury bills at the one-month
Treasury bill rate. As stated above, all
investments used to determine Index
value are hypothetical.

B. Principal Investments of the Fund

The Fund seeks to track the
performance of an underlying index, the
Index. Under Normal Market
Conditions,° the Fund will invest not
less than 80% of its assets in RUT Puts
and one month or three-month U.S.
Treasury bills. The Fund may invest up
to 20% of its net assets (in the aggregate)
in other investments, that are not
included in the Index, but which the
Adviser or the Sub-Adviser believes will
help the Fund to track the Index and
that will be disclosed daily (as
discussed below, “Other Assets’’). The
Fund’s investment strategy will be
designed to write a sequence of one-
month, at-the-money, RUT Puts and
invest cash and Other Assets targeted to
achieve one-month Treasury bill rates.
The number of RUT Puts written will
vary from month to month, but will be
limited to permit the amount held in the
Fund’s investment in Treasury bills to
finance the maximum possible loss from
final settlement of the RUT Puts.

10 The term ‘‘Normal Market Conditions”
includes, but is not limited to, the absence of
trading halts in the applicable financial markets
generally; operational issues causing dissemination
of inaccurate market information or system failures;
or force majeure type events such as natural or man-
made disaster, act of God, armed conflict, act of
terrorism, riot or labor disruption, or any similar
intervening circumstance. In response to adverse
market, economic, political, or other conditions, the
Fund reserves the right to invest in U.S. government
securities, other money market instruments (as
defined below), and cash, without limitation, as
determined by the Adviser or Sub-Adviser. In the
event the Fund engages in these temporary
defensive strategies that are inconsistent with its
investment strategies, the Fund’s ability to achieve
its investment objectives may be limited.

According to the Exchange, the Fund
will generally use a sampling strategy in
seeking to track the Index.

The new RUT Puts will be struck and
sold on a monthly basis on the Roll
Date, (i.e., the same Roll Date at that
used by the Index), which matches the
expiration date of the current RUT Puts.
The strike price of the new RUT Puts
will be based on the strike price of
Russell 2000 Index put options listed on
CBOE, with the closest strike price
below the last value of the Russell 2000
Index reported before 11:00 a.m. ET. For
example, if the last Russell 2000 Index
value reported before 11:00 a.m. ET is
1,137.02 and the closest listed Russell
2000 Index put option with a strike
price below 1,137.02 is 1,130, then the
1,130 strike RUT put option will be sold
by the Fund. RUT Puts are cash-settled
and trade in competitive auction
markets with price and quote
transparency. According to the
Exchange, Russell 2000 index options
are among the most liquid options in the
U.S. and derive their value from the
actively traded Russell 2000 Index
components.1?

The Exchange represents that trading
in the Shares and the underlying Fund
investments will be subject to the
federal securities laws and Exchange,
CBOE, and Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority (“FINRA”) rules
and surveillance programs.12 In
addition, the Exchange has in place a
surveillance program for transactions in
ETFs to ensure the availability of
information necessary to detect and
deter potential manipulations and other
trading abuses.

C. Other Investments of the Fund

The Fund may invest up to 20% of its
net assets (in the aggregate) in Other
Assets. Other Assets includes only the
following: Short-term, high quality
securities issued or guaranteed by the
U.S. government and non-U.S.
governments,3 and each of their

11 The Exchange states that Russell 2000 Index
options traded on CBOE are highly liquid, with
average daily trading volume in 2016 of 71,365
contracts, with a notional size per contract of
$117,169.

12The Exchange also notes that CBOE is a
member of the Option Price Regulatory Surveillance
Authority, which was established in 2006, to
provide efficiencies in looking for insider trading
and serves as a central organization to facilitate
collaboration in insider trading and investigations
for the U.S. options exchanges. For more
information, see http://www.cboe.com/aboutcboe/
legal/departments/orsareg.aspx.

13 The Treasury securities in which the Fund may
invest will include variable-rate Treasury securities,
whose rates are adjusted daily (or at such other
increment as may later be determined by the
Department of the Treasury) to generally
correspond with the rate paid on one-month
Treasury securities.


http://www.cboe.com/aboutcboe/legal/departments/orsareg.aspx
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agencies and instrumentalities, and U.S.
government-sponsored enterprises;
repurchase agreements backed by U.S.
government and non-U.S. government
securities; money market mutual funds;
deposit and other obligations of U.S.
and non-U.S. banks and financial
institutions (“‘money market
instruments”); 14 Russell 2000 ETF put
options; 15 Russell 2000 Index futures
and options on Russell 2000 Index
futures; 16 total return swaps; 17 other
exchange traded products (“ETPs”); 18
non-exchange-traded registered open-
end investment companies (i.e., mutual
funds); and variable or floating interest
rate securities.!® The foregoing

14 All money market instruments acquired by the
Fund will be rated investment grade, except that a
Fund may invest in unrated money market
instruments that are deemed by the Adviser or Sub-
Adpviser to be of comparable quality to money
market securities rated investment grade. The term
“investment grade,” for purposes of money market
instruments only, is intended to mean securities
rated A1 or A2 by one or more nationally
recognized statistical rating organizations.

15 The Fund may invest up to 10% of its assets
in over-the-counter Russell 2000 put options.

16 The Fund will limit its direct investments in
futures and options on futures to the extent
necessary for the Adviser to claim the exclusion
from regulation as a “commodity pool operator”
with respect to the Fund under the rules
promulgated by the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, as such rules may be amended from
time to time. According to the Exchange, the
exchange-listed futures contracts in which the Fund
may invest will be listed on exchanges in the U.S.
Each of the exchange-listed futures contracts in
which the Fund may invest will be listed on
exchanges that are members of ISG.

17 The Fund may use total return swaps to create
positions equivalent to investments in RUT Puts
and the component securities underlying the
Russell 2000 Index. The Fund’s investments in total
return swap agreements will be backed by
investments in U.S. government securities in an
amount equal to the exposure of such contracts.

18 The Fund may invest in shares of both taxable
and tax-exempted money market funds. When used
herein, ETPs may include, without limitation, Index
Fund Shares (as described in Rule 14.11(c)); Linked
Securities (as described in Rule 14.11(d)); Portfolio
Depositary Receipts (as described in Rule 14.11(b));
Trust-Issued Receipts (as described in Rule
14.11(f)); Commodity-Based Trust Shares (as
described in Rule 14.11(e)(4)); Currency Trust
Shares (as described in Rule 14.11(e)(5));
Commodity Index Trust Shares (as described in
Rule 14.11(e)(6)); Trust Units (as described in Rule
14.11(e)(9)); Managed Fund Shares (as described in
Rule 14.11(i)); and closed-end funds. All of the
ETPs in which the Fund may invest will be listed
and traded on U.S. exchanges. The Fund may invest
in the securities of ETPs registered under the
Investment Company Act of 1940 (1940 Act”)
consistent with the requirements of Section 12(d)(1)
of the 1940 Act or any rule, regulation, or order of
the Commission or interpretation thereof. The Fund
will only make such investments in conformity
with the requirements of Section 817 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986. The ETPs in which the Fund
may invest will primarily be index-based ETFs that
hold substantially all of their assets in securities
representing a specific index. The Fund will not
invest in leveraged (e.g., 2X, —2X, 3X, or —3X) ETPs.

19 The Fund may invest in securities (in addition
to U.S. Treasury securities, described above) that

investments include buying the
derivative instrument or selling the
derivative instrument (i.e., writing the
applicable put option) and investing the
proceeds.

III. Discussion and Commission’s
Findings

After careful review, the Commission
finds that the proposed rule change is
consistent with the requirements of
Section 6 of the Act2° and the rules and
regulations thereunder applicable to a
national securities exchange.2! In
particular, the Commission finds that
the proposal is consistent with Section
6(b)(5) of the Act,22 which requires,
among other things, that the Exchange’s
rules be designed to promote just and
equitable principles of trade, to remove
impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market
and a national market system, and, in
general, to protect investors and the
public interest. The Commission also
finds that the proposal to list and trade
the Shares on the Exchange is consistent
with Section 11A(a)(1)(C)(iii) of the
Act,23 which sets forth Congress’ finding
that it is in the public interest and
appropriate for the protection of
investors and the maintenance of fair
and orderly markets to assure the
availability to brokers, dealers, and
investors of information with respect to
quotations for, and transactions in,
securities.

Quotation and last-sale information
for the Shares and any ETPs in which
it invests will be available via the
Consolidated Tape Association (“CTA”)
high-speed line. Quotation and last-sale
information for U.S. exchange-listed
options contracts cleared by The
Options Clearing Corporation will be
available via the Options Price
Reporting Authority. The intra-day,
closing, and settlement prices of
exchange-traded portfolio assets,
including ETPs, futures, and options
will be readily available from the

have variable or floating interest rates which are
readjusted on set dates (such as the last day of the
month) in the case of variable rates or whenever a
specified interest rate change occurs in the case of
a floating rate instrument. Variable or floating
interest rates generally reduce changes in the
market price of securities from their original
purchase price because, upon readjustment, such
rates approximate market rates. Accordingly, as
interest rates decrease or increase, the potential for
capital appreciation or depreciation is less for
variable or floating rate securities than for fixed rate
obligations.

2015 U.S.C. 78f.

211n approving this proposed rule change, the
Commission has considered the proposed rule’s
impact on efficiency, competition, and capital
formation. See 15 U.S.C. 78c(f).

2215 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).

2315 U.S.C. 78k-1(a)(1)(C)(iii).

securities exchanges and futures
exchanges trading such securities and
futures, as the case may be, automated
quotation systems, published or other
public sources, or online information
services such as Bloomberg or Reuters.
Price information on fixed income
portfolio securities, including money
market instruments, and other Fund
assets traded in the over-the-counter
markets, is available from major broker-
dealer firms or market data vendors, as
well as from automated quotation
systems, published or other public
sources, or online information services.
In addition, the value of the Index will
be published by one or more major
market data vendors every 15 seconds
during Regular Trading Hours 24 on the
Exchange. Information about the Index
constituents, the weighting of the
constituents, the Index’s methodology,
and the Index’s rules will be available
at no charge on the Index Provider’s
Web site. In addition, the Intraday
Indicative Value (“IIV”’), as defined in
Rule 14.11(c)(3)(C), will be widely
disseminated at least every 15 seconds
during Regular Trading Hours by one or
more major market vendors.2% All Fund
holdings will be included in calculating
the IIV.

On each business day, before
commencement of trading in Shares
during Regular Trading Hours on the
Exchange, the Trust will disclose on its
Web site the following information
regarding each portfolio holding, as
applicable to the type of holding: Ticker
symbol, CUSIP number or other
identifier, if any; a description of the
holding (including the type of holding,
such as the type of swap); the identity
of the security, index, or other asset or
instrument underlying the holding, if
any; for options, the option strike price;
quantity held (as measured by, for
example, par value, notional value, or
number of shares, contracts, or units);
maturity date, if any; effective date, if
any; coupon rate, if any; market value of
the holding; and the percentage
weighting of the holding in the Fund’s
portfolio. The Web site information will
be publicly available at no charge.
Information regarding market price and
trading volume for the Shares will be
continually available on a real-time
basis throughout the day on brokers’
computer screens and other electronic
services. Information regarding the
previous day’s closing price and trading

24 As defined in Rule 1.5(w), the term ‘‘Regular
Trading Hours”” means the time between 9:30 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m. ET.

25 According to the Exchange, several major
market data vendors display and/or make widely
available IIV’s taken from the CTA or other data
feeds.
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volume information for the Shares will
be published daily in the financial
section of newspapers. The Trust’s Web
site, which will be publicly available
prior to the public offering of Shares,
will include a form of the prospectus for
the Fund that may be downloaded and
additional quantitative information
updated on a daily basis relating to the
Fund.

In addition, a portfolio composition
file, which will include the security
names and quantities of securities and
other assets required to be delivered in
exchange for the Fund’s Shares, together
with estimates and actual cash
components, will be publicly
disseminated prior to the opening of the
Exchange via the National Securities
Clearing Corporation. The portfolio will
represent one Creation Unit of the Fund.
Authorized Participants may refer to the
portfolio composition file for
information regarding RUT Puts, short-
term U.S. Treasury Securities, money
market instruments, and any other
instrument that may constitute the
Fund’s portfolio on a given day. The
NAV of the Fund’s Shares will be
calculated once daily Monday through
Friday as of the close of regular trading
on the New York Stock Exchange,
generally 4:00 p.m. ET.

The Commission further believes that
the proposal to list and trade the Shares
is reasonably designed to promote fair
disclosure of information that may be
necessary to price the Shares
appropriately and to prevent trading
when a reasonable degree of
transparency cannot be assured. The
Exchange will obtain a representation
from the issuer of the Shares that the
NAYV per Share will be calculated daily
and that the NAV and will be made
available to all market participants at
the same time. Trading may be halted
because of market conditions or for
reasons that, in the view of the
Exchange, make trading in the Shares
inadvisable.26 The Exchange states that
it has a general policy prohibiting the
distribution of material, non-public
information by its employees. In
addition, the Exchange states that the
Index Provider is not registered as an
investment adviser or broker-dealer and

26 These may include: (1) The extent to which
trading is not occurring in the securities or the
financial instruments composing the daily
disclosed portfolio of the Fund; or (2) whether other
unusual conditions or circumstances detrimental to
the maintenance of a fair and orderly market are
present. With respect to trading halts, the Exchange
may consider all relevant factors in exercising its
discretion to halt or suspend trading in the Shares
of the Fund. Trading in the Shares also will be
subject to Rule 14.11(c)(1)(B)(iv), which sets forth
circumstances under which Shares of a Fund may
be halted.

is not affiliated with any broker-dealers.
The Exchange also represents that the
Adpviser is not registered as, or affiliated
with, any broker-dealer. The Exchange
represents that the Sub-Adviser is
affiliated with multiple broker-dealers
and has implemented a ““fire wall”” with
respect to those broker-dealers and their
personnel regarding access to
information concerning the composition
of, and changes to, the Index. In
addition, Sub-Adviser personnel who
make decisions regarding the Fund’s
portfolio are subject to procedures
designed to prevent the use and
dissemination of material, non-public
information regarding the Fund’s
portfolio. According to the Exchange,
the Adviser and the Index Provider
represent that a fire wall exists around
the respective personnel who have
access to information concerning
changes and adjustments to the Index.

The Exchange represents that the
Shares will be subject to the existing
trading surveillances, which are
designed to detect violations of
Exchange rules and federal securities
laws applicable to trading on the
Exchange. The Exchange further
represents that these procedures are
adequate to properly monitor the
trading of the Shares on the Exchange
during all trading sessions and to deter
and detect violations of Exchange rules
and the applicable federal securities
laws. Moreover, prior to the
commencement of trading, the Exchange
will inform its members in an
Information Circular of the special
characteristics and risks associated with
trading the Shares.

The Commission notes that the Shares
and the Fund must comply with the
initial and continued listing criteria in
Rule 14.11(c) for the Shares to be listed
and traded on the Exchange. In
addition, the Commaission notes it has
previously approved a proposal to list
and trade shares of an ETF that employs
a very similar strategy.2”

The Exchange deems the Shares to be
equity securities, thus rendering trading
in the Shares subject to the Exchange’s
existing rules governing the trading of
equity securities. In support of this
proposal, the Exchange has also made
the following representations:

(1) The Shares will conform to the
initial and continued listing criteria

27 See, e.g., Securities Exchange Act Release Nos.

74675 (Apr. 8, 2015), 80 FR 20038 (Apr. 14, 2015)
(SR-NYSEArca-2015-05) (order approving
proposed rule change to list shares of the
WisdomTree Put Write Strategy Fund); and 77045
(Feb. 3, 2016), 81 FR 6916 (Feb. 9, 2016) (SR—
NYSEArca—2015-113) (order approving a proposed
rule change relating to the index underlying the
WisdomTree Put Write Strategy Fund).

under Rule 14.11(c), except that the
Index will not meet the requirements of
Rule 14.11(c)(3) because the Index will
consist of options.

(2) The Exchange has the appropriate
rules to facilitate transactions in the
Shares during all trading sessions.

(3) FINRA, on behalf of the Exchange,
will communicate as needed regarding
trading in the Shares, ETPs, futures
contracts, and exchange-traded options
contracts with other market and other
entities that are members of ISG and
may obtain trading information in the
Shares, futures contracts, exchange-
traded options contracts, and ETPs from
such markets and other entities. In
addition, the Exchange may obtain
information regarding trading in the
Shares, futures contracts, exchange-
traded options contracts, and ETPs from
markets and other entities that are
members of ISG or with which the
Exchange has in place a comprehensive
surveillance sharing agreement. In
addition, the Exchange is able to access,
as needed, trade information for certain
fixed income securities held by the
Fund reported to FINRA’s Trade
Reporting and Compliance Engine.

(4) Prior to the commencement of
trading, the Exchange will inform its
members in an Information Circular of
the special characteristics and risks
associated with trading the Shares.
Specifically, the Information Circular
will discuss the following: (a) The
procedures for purchases and
redemptions of Shares in Creation Units
(and that Shares are not individually
redeemable); (b) BZX Rule 3.7, which
imposes suitability obligations on
Exchange members with respect to
recommending transactions in the
Shares to customers; (c) how
information regarding the ITV and Index
value is disseminated; (d) the risks
involved in trading the Shares during
the Pre-Opening 28 and After Hours
Trading Sessions 29 when an updated
Intraday Indicative Value will not be
calculated or publicly disseminated; (e)
the requirement that members deliver a
prospectus to investors purchasing
newly issued Shares prior to or
concurrently with the confirmation of a
transaction; and (f) trading information.

(5) For initial and continued listing,
the Fund will be in compliance with
Rule 10A-3 under the Act,3° as
provided by Rule 14.10.

(6) The Fund may hold up to an
aggregate amount of 15% of its net

28 The Pre-Opening Session is from 8:00 a.m. to
9:30 am. ET.

29 The After Hours Trading Session is from 4:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET.

30 See 17 CFR 240.10A-3.
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assets in illiquid assets (calculated at
the time of investment).

(7) A minimum of 100,000 Shares for
the Fund will be outstanding at the
commencement of trading on the
Exchange.

(8) All futures contracts (and options
on futures), listed options, and ETPs
held by the Fund will be traded on U.S.
exchanges, all of which are members of
ISG or are exchanges with which the
Exchange has in place a comprehensive
surveillance sharing agreement.

(9) The Fund will not invest in any
non-U.S. equity securities.

(10) The Fund’s investments will be
consistent with the Fund’s investment
objective and will not be used to
enhance leverage.3® The Fund will not
invest in leveraged (e.g., 2X, —2X, 3X, or
—3X) ETPs.

(11) The Fund’s investments in total
return swap agreements will be backed
by investments in U.S. government
securities in an amount equal to the
exposure of those contracts.

(12) The Fund may invest up to 10%
of its assets in over-the-counter Russell
2000 put options.

(13) All money market instruments
acquired by the Fund will be rated
investment grade, except that a Fund
may invest in unrated money market
instruments that are deemed by the
Adviser or Sub-Adviser to be of
comparable quality to money market
securities rated investment grade.

(14) The Russell 2000 Index options
traded on CBOE are highly liquid, with
average daily trading volume in 2016 of
71,365 contracts and a notional size per
contract of $117,169. CBOE is a member
of the Option Price Regulatory
Surveillance Authority, which was
established to provide efficiencies in
looking for insider trading and serves as
a central organization to facilitate
collaboration in insider trading and
investigations for the U.S. options
exchanges.

The Exchange further represents that
all statements and representations made
in the filing regarding the index
composition, the description of the
portfolio or reference assets, limitations
on portfolio holdings or reference assets,
dissemination and availability of index,
reference asset, and intraday indicative
values, and the applicability of
Exchange rules specified in the filing

31 The Exchange represents that the Fund will
include appropriate risk disclosure in its offering
documents, including leveraging risk. Leveraging
risk is the risk that certain transactions of a fund,
including a fund’s use of derivatives, may give rise
to leverage, causing a fund to be more volatile than
if it had not been leveraged. To mitigate leveraging
risk, the Adviser will segregate or earmark liquid
assets or otherwise cover the transactions that give
rise to such risk.

constitute continued listing
requirements for the Fund. The issuer
has represented to the Exchange that it
will advise the Exchange of any failure
by the Fund to comply with the
continued listing requirements, and,
pursuant to its obligations under
Section 19(g)(1) of the Act, the Exchange
will monitor for compliance with the
continued listing requirements. The
Exchange further represents that FINRA
conducts certain cross-market
surveillances on behalf of the Exchange
pursuant to a regulatory services
agreement, and the Exchange is
responsible for FINRA’s performance
under this regulatory services
agreement. If the Fund is not in
compliance with the applicable listing
requirements, the Exchange will
commence delisting procedures under
Rule 14.12.

This approval order is based on all of
the Exchange’s representations,
including those set forth above and in
the Notice. For the foregoing reasons,
the Commission finds that the proposed
rule change is consistent with Section
6(b)(5) of the Act32 and the rules and
regulations thereunder applicable to a
national securities exchange.

IV. Conclusion

It is therefore ordered, pursuant to
Section 19(b)(2) of the Act,33 that the
proposed rule change (SR-BatsBZX—
2017-53) be, and it hereby is, approved.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.34

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22752 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-81882; File No. SR-ISE-
2017-87]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Nasdaq
ISE, LLC; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Rule Change To Assess Fees for
Specialized Quote Feed and SQF
Purge Ports

October 16, 2017.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”),? and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?2
notice is hereby given that on October

3215 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).
3315 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2).
3417 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

2, 2017, Nasdaq ISE, LLC (“ISE” or
“Exchange”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission (“SEC” or
“Commission”’) the proposed rule
change as described in Items [, II, and
I1I, below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to proposal to
amend its Schedule of Fees, as
described further below.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on the Exchange’s Web site
at www.ise.com, at the principal office
of the Exchange, and at the
Commission’s Public Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange is proposing to amend
its Schedule of Fees to assess fees for
Specialized Quote Feed (“SQF”’) 3 and
SQF Purge ¢ Ports that Market Makers >
utilize to connect to the Exchange. The
Exchange recently completed the
migration of the Exchange’s T7 trading

3 SQF is an interface that allows market makers
to connect and send quotes, sweeps and auction
responses into the Exchange. Data includes the
following: (1) Options Auction Notifications (e.g.,
opening imbalance, Flash, PIM, Solicitation and
Facilitation or other information); (2) Options
Symbol Directory Messages; (3) System Event
Messages (e.g., start of messages, start of system
hours, start of quoting, start of opening); (4) Option
Trading Action Messages (e.g., halts, resumes); (5)
Execution Messages; (6) Quote Messages (quote/
sweep messages, risk protection triggers or purge
notifications).

4 SQF Purge is a specific port for the SQF
interface that only receives and notifies of purge
requests from the market maker.

5The term “Market Makers” refers to
“Competitive Market Makers’” and ‘‘Primary Market
Makers” collectively. See ISE Rule 100(a)(25).
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system to the Nasdaq INET
architecture.® This technology re-
platform included the adoption of new
connectivity options, including SQF
and SQF Purge Ports,” which are the
same as the connectivity options
currently used to connect to the
Exchange’s affiliates, including Nasdaq
GEMX (“GEMX”), Nasdaq Options
Market (“NOM”), Nasdaq BX (‘“BX”),
and Nasdaq Phlx (“Phlx’’).8 During the
migration period, Market Makers had to
use both old application programming
interface (““API”) sessions (‘“‘old API
Ports”’) and new SQF Ports to connect
to the Exchange.? To help its members
transition through the migration period,
the Exchange filed a fee proposal
regarding the old API Ports and the new
SQF Ports.10 As part of that filing, the
Exchange added the following language
in Section V of the Schedule of Fees in
order to avoid double charging Market
Makers who were using both the old
and new connectivity options to access
the Exchange while also allowing the
Exchange to recoup the costs of
supporting its architecture (“‘migration
accommodation language”):

(1) In Section V.D of the Schedule of
Fees, it is currently noted for the
monthly $1,000 SQF Port Fee that: “A
Market Maker who was not subject to
the API Session Fee in Section V.C.1
prior to July 3, 2017 will be assessed the
above SQF Port Fee from July 3, 2017
through September 29, 2017. This SQF
Port Fee will not apply to Market
Makers that are subject to the Fixed Fee
in Section V.E.”

(2) Section V.E of the Schedule of
Fees presently reads: “Market Makers
that are subject to the API Session Fee
in Section V.C.1 as of July 3, 2017 will
be subject a monthly fixed fee that
reflects the average of API Session Fees
assessed to that Market Maker for the
months of March, April, and May 2017

6 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 80432
(April 11, 2017), 82 FR 18191 (April 17, 2017) (SR-
ISE-2017-03).

7 When the Exchange adopted these new ports, it
initially did not assess any fees so that members
would not be double charged for connectivity to the
old Exchange architecture and the new Nasdaq
INET architecture. See Securities Exchange Act
Release No. 81095 (July 7, 2017), 82 FR 32409 (July
13, 2017) (SR-ISE-2017-62).

8 See GEMX Schedule of Fees, IV. Access
Services, Port Fees, 3. Ports; NOM Rules, Chapter
XV Options Pricing, Sec. 3 NOM—Ports and other
Services; BX Rules, Chapter XV Options Pricing,
Sec. 3 BX—Ports and other Services; and Phlx
Pricing Schedule, VII. Other Member Fees, B. Port
Fees.

9The Exchange migrated on a symbol by symbol
basis thereby requiring the use of both the old API
Ports on T7 and the new SQF Ports on INET for a
period of time.

10 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 81213
(July 26, 2017), 82 FR 35855 (August 1, 2017) (SR—
ISE-2017-73) (hereinafter “Prior SQF Filing”).

(“Fixed Fee”) in lieu of the API Session
Fee. This Fixed Fee will be assessed to
these Market Makers from July 3, 2017
through September 29, 2017, and
applies both to API sessions and SQF
ports used to connect to Nasdaq ISE.
The Fixed Fee will be charged for all of
the API sessions and SQF ports used in
a given month during this time period,
not per port.”

As discussed above, the Exchange
completed its migration to INET, and
the old API Ports have accordingly been
eliminated and only the new SQF Ports
are being utilized. As such, these
instances of the migration
accommodation language are no longer
needed and are therefore being deleted.

The Exchange also seeks to amend
Section V.D of the Schedule of Fees to
increase the monthly $1,000 SQF Port
Fee to $1,100 per SQF Port and to begin
assessing a monthly $1,100 SQF Purge
Port Fee per SQF Purge Port. The
proposed SQF and SQF Purge Port Fees
will apply to all Market Makers. The
Exchange believes that its pricing
remains competitive.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that its
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b)
of the Act,1? in general, and furthers the
objectives of Sections 6(b)(4) and 6(b)(5)
of the Act,12 in particular, in that it
provides for the equitable allocation of
reasonable dues, fees, and other charges
among members and issuers and other
persons using any facility, and is not
designed to permit unfair
discrimination between customers,
issuers, brokers, or dealers.

As discussed above, the Exchange
added the migration accommodation
language and the associated Fixed Fee
and $1,000 SQF Port Fee in Section V
of the Schedule of Fees in order to avoid
double charging members while also
allowing the Exchange to recoup the
costs of supporting its architecture. At
the time these fees were put into place,
the Exchange recognized that there may
not be a one-to-one relationship
between the number of the old API Ports
and the new SQF Ports needed to
connect to the Exchange due to the
different infrastructure of the two
trading systems.13 The Exchange
expected, however, that the quoting
needs and other trading activity of
Market Makers would remain relatively
constant throughout the migration and
across the two platforms.14 As such, the
Exchange stated that it would use the

1115 U.S.C. 78f(b).

1215 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4) and (5).

13 See Prior SQF Filing at 35856.
1ad.

time period between July 3, 2017 and
September 29, 2017 to monitor the
manner in which all Market Makers
connect to the new INET trading system,
and would reassess whether the related
fees assessed to Market Makers were
adequate and reasonable.15 During this
three-month time frame, the Exchange
has looked at the manner in which all
Market Makers connect to INET to
determine the proposed $1,100 SQF and
SQF Purge Port Fees, and believes that
these fees are adequate and reasonable
in light of how all Market Makers use
these ports to access the Exchange.
Furthermore, the Exchange believes that
assessing all Market Makers the
proposed fees is reasonable because
members no longer have connectivity to
the old Exchange architecture (and
therefore no longer need to maintain
two sets of ports), and are using only the
new SQF Ports to connect to the
Exchange.

In addition, the Exchange believes
that the proposed SQF and SQF Purge
Port Fees of $1,100 per port, per month
are reasonable because they are in line
with the fees assessed by other
exchanges. For example, GEMX assesses
a fee of $1,250 per port, per month for
SQF and SQF Purge Ports today.16 The
Exchange also notes that Bats BZX
Exchange, Inc. (“Bats BZX"’) assesses a
$1,500 fee to its market makers for Ports
with Bulk Quoting Capabilities.1”

The Exchange also believes that the
proposed fees are an equitable
allocation and not unfairly
discriminatory because the Exchange
will apply these fees uniformly to all
similarly situated members.

The Exchange believes that deleting
the migration accommodation language
from Section V of the Schedule of Fees
is reasonable, equitable and not unfairly
discriminatory because the migration is
now completed and the migration
accommodation language is therefore no
longer needed. Deleting outdated rule
text will bring greater clarity to the
Exchange’s Schedule of Fees.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. As explained
above, the proposed SQF and SQF Purge
Port Fees are assessed uniformly to all
Market Makers at a rate that is

15 [d, at 35858.

16 See GEMX Schedule of Fees, IV. Access
Services, Port Fees, 3. Ports.

17 See Bats BZX Fee Schedule at: https://

www.bats.com/us/options/membership/fee_
schedule/bzx/.
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representative of their typical usage of
the new ports. Moreover, the proposed
fees are in line with the fees assessed by
other exchanges for the same or similar
connectivity.

The Exchange notes that it operates in
a highly competitive market in which
market participants can readily favor
competing venues if they deem fee
levels at a particular venue to be
excessive, or rebate opportunities
available at other venues to be more
favorable. In such an environment, the
Exchange must continually adjust its
fees to remain competitive with other
exchanges and with alternative trading
systems that have been exempted from
compliance with the statutory standards
applicable to exchanges. Because
competitors are free to modify their own
fees in response, and because market
participants may readily adjust their
order routing practices, the Exchange
believes that the degree to which fee
changes in this market may impose any
burden on competition is extremely
limited. In sum, if the changes proposed
herein are unattractive to market
participants, it is likely that the
Exchange will lose market share as a
result. Accordingly, the Exchange does
not believe that the proposed fee
changes will impair the ability of
members or competing order execution
venues to maintain their competitive
standing in the financial markets.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were either
solicited or received.

III. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of the Act.18 At any time
within 60 days of the filing of the
proposed rule change, the Commission
summarily may temporarily suspend
such rule change if it appears to the
Commission that such action is: (i)
Necessary or appropriate in the public
interest; (ii) for the protection of
investors; or (iii) otherwise in
furtherance of the purposes of the Act.
If the Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
should be approved or disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and

1815 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).

arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s Internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
ISE-2017-87 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Brent J. Fields, Secretary, Securities
and Exchange Commission, 100 F Street
NE., Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-ISE-2017-87. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
Internet Web site (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for Web site viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549, on official
business days between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of the
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change;
the Commission does not edit personal
identifying information from
submissions. You should submit only
information that you wish to make
available publicly. All submissions
should refer to File Number SR-ISE-
2017-87 and should be submitted on or
before November 13, 2017.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.1°

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22757 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
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Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Rule Change To Amend the Schedule
of Fees To Increase the Crossing Fee
Cap

October 16, 2017.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(““Act”),? and Rule 19b-4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on October
2,2017, Nasdaq ISE, LLC (“ISE” or
“Exchange”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(“Commission’’) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I and II
below, which Items have been prepared
by the Exchange. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Schedule of Fees to increase the
Crossing Fee Cap for members that do
not commit in advance to paying the
full Crossing Fee Cap at the end of each
month.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on the Exchange’s Web site
at www.ise.com, at the principal office
of the Exchange, and at the
Commission’s Public Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.
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A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The purpose of the proposed rule
change is to amend the Schedule of Fees
to increase the Crossing Fee Cap for
members that do not commit in advance
to paying the full Crossing Fee Cap at
the end of each month. Currently, the
Exchange has a Crossing Fee Cap of
$75,000 per month per member on all
Firm Proprietary 3 and Non-Nasdaq ISE
Market Maker 4 transactions that are part
of the originating or contra side of a
Crossing Order.> Members that elect
prior to the start of the month to pay
$65,000 per month have these crossing
fees capped at that level instead,
regardless of actual trading volume. All
eligible volume from affiliated Members
is aggregated for purposes of the
Crossing Fee Cap, provided there is at
least 75% common ownership between
the Members as reflected on each
Member’s Form BD, Schedule A. The
Exchange now proposes to increase the
Crossing Fee Cap to $90,000 per month;
provided, however, that members that
commit in advance to paying the full
Crossing Fee Cap at the end of each
month will continue to have these fees
capped at $65,000 per month.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that its
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b)
of the Act,® in general, and furthers the
objectives of Sections 6(b)(4) and 6(b)(5)
of the Act,” in particular, in that it
provides for the equitable allocation of
reasonable dues, fees, and other charges
among members and issuers and other
persons using any facility, and is not
designed to permit unfair
discrimination between customers,
issuers, brokers, or dealers.

The Exchange believes that it is
reasonable and equitable to increase the
Crossing Fee Cap as the proposed
Crossing Fee Cap is set at a level that the

3 A “Firm Proprietary”” order is an order
submitted by a member for its own proprietary
account.

4 A “Non-Nasdaq ISE Market Maker” is a market
maker as defined in Section 3(a)(38) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended,
registered in the same options class on another
options exchange.

5Crossing Orders are contracts that are submitted
as part of a Facilitation, Solicitation, PIM, Block or
QCC order. Fees charged by the Exchange for
Responses to Crossing Orders are not included in
the calculation of the monthly fee cap. Surcharge
fees charged by the Exchange for licensed products
and the fees for index options are not included in
the calculation of the monthly fee cap.

615 U.S.C. 78f(b).

715 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4) and (5).

Exchange believes appropriately
rewards members for executing a high
volume of Crossing Orders on the
Exchange. The proposed Crossing Fee
Cap remains lower than similar fee caps
available on other options exchanges,
including NYSE American Options and
NYSE Arca Options, which both have
fee caps set at $100,000 per month,
subject to the potential for reduced caps
based on a member’s tier achieved.? As
proposed, members that do not elect to
pay the discounted rate in full each
month will be eligible to have their fees
capped at the new rate of $90,000 per
month. At the same time, members that
commit to their Crossing Order fees in
advance will continue to receive a
discounted rate of $65,000 per month,
which will encourage members to bring
their Crossing Order flow to the
Exchange. In particular, the Exchange
believes that the proposed fee change
may further incentivize members to
commit to the discounted Crossing Fee
Cap, and will bring more Crossing Order
flow to the Exchange as a result. The
Exchange believes that this will benefit
all members and investors that trade on
the Exchange as it will provide
additional opportunities for market
participants to interact with this
Crossing Order Flow, contributing to a
robust and competitive market.
Furthermore, the Exchange believes that
the proposed fee change is not unfairly
discriminatory because all members will
have the option to make the required
commitment in order to qualify for the
discounted Crossing Fee Cap, or will be
subject to the Crossing Fee Cap
proposed here. The Crossing Fee Cap
will be uniformly applied to members
based on their election.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. Although the
Exchange is increasing the Crossing Fee
Cap, the Exchange believes that the
proposed cap is set at an appropriate
level. Moreover, any member that
wishes to lower their fees can continue
to prepay the Crossing Fee Cap, and
thereby qualify for a discounted fee. The
Exchange operates in a highly
competitive market in which market
participants can readily direct their
order flow to competing venues. In such

8 See NYSE American Options Fee Schedule,
Section I. Options Transaction Fees and Credits, I.
Firm Monthly Fee Cap; NYSE Arca Options Fees
and Charges, NYSE Arca Options: Trade-Related
Charges for Standard Options, Firm and Broker
Dealer Monthly Fee Cap.

an environment, the Exchange must
continually review, and consider
adjusting, its fees and rebates to remain
competitive with other exchanges. For
the reasons described above, the
Exchange believes that the proposed fee
changes reflect this competitive
environment.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were either
solicited or received.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of the Act® and Rule 19b—
4(f)(2) 10 thereunder. At any time within
60 days of the filing of the proposed rule
change, the Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is: (i) Necessary or appropriate in
the public interest; (ii) for the protection
of investors; or (iii) otherwise in
furtherance of the purposes of the Act.
If the Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
should be approved or disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s Internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
ISE-2017-88 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-ISE-2017-88. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s

915 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).
1017 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(2).
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Internet Web site (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for Web site viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549, on official
business days between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of the
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change;
the Commission does not edit personal
identifying information from
submissions. You should submit only
information that you wish to make
available publicly. All submissions
should refer to File Number SR-ISE—
2017-88 and should be submitted on or
before November 13, 2017.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.1?

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22753 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-81881; File No. SR—-GEMX-
2017-44]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Nasdaq
GEMX, LLC; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Rule Change To Amend lts Schedule of
Fees To Increase the Monthly Cap on
the Fees Assessed for Specialized
Quote Feed and SQF Purge Ports That
Market Makers Utilize To Connect to
the Exchange

October 16, 2017.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”),? and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?2
notice is hereby given that on October
2, 2017, Nasdaq GEMX, LLC (“GEMX”
or “Exchange”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission (“SEC” or
“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I, II, and

1117 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

111, below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend its
Schedule of Fees to increase the
monthly cap on the fees assessed for
Specialized Quote Feed (“SQF’’) 3 and
SQF Purge 4 Ports that Market Makers 5
utilize to connect to the Exchange.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on the Exchange’s Web site
at www.ise.com, at the principal office
of the Exchange, and at the
Commission’s Public Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange is proposing to amend
its Schedule of Fees to increase the
monthly cap on the fees assessed for
Specialized Quote Feed (‘“SQF”) ¢ and

3SQF is an interface that allows market makers
to connect and send quotes, sweeps and auction
responses into the Exchange. Data includes the
following: (1) Options Auction Notifications (e.g.,
opening imbalance, Flash, PIM, Solicitation and
Facilitation or other information); (2) Options
Symbol Directory Messages; (3) System Event
Messages (e.g., start of messages, start of system
hours, start of quoting, start of opening); (4) Option
Trading Action Messages (e.g., halts, resumes); (5)
Execution Messages; (6) Quote Messages (quote/
sweep messages, risk protection triggers or purge
notifications).

4 SQF Purge is a specific port for the SQF
interface that only receives and notifies of purge
requests from the market maker.

5 The term ‘“Market Makers” refers to
“Competitive Market Makers” and ‘‘Primary Market
Makers” collectively. See GEMX Rule 100(a)(25).

6 SQQF is an interface that allows market makers
to connect and send quotes, sweeps and auction
responses into the Exchange. Data includes the
following: (1) Options Auction Notifications (e.g.,
opening imbalance, Flash, PIM, Solicitation and
Facilitation or other information); (2) Options

SQF Purge 7 Ports that Market Makers 8
utilize to connect to the Exchange.
Currently, the Exchange charges
monthly SQF and SQF Purge Port Fees
of $1,250 per port, and caps these fees
for Market Makers utilizing these ports
at $12,500 per month (“SQF Fee Cap™).
The Exchange now proposes to increase
the SQF Fee Cap from $12,500 to
$17,500. The monthly $1,250 per port
fees for SQF and SQF Purge Ports will
remain unchanged.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that its
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b)
of the Act,? in general, and furthers the
objectives of Sections 6(b)(4) and 6(b)(5)
of the Act,10 in particular, in that it
provides for the equitable allocation of
reasonable dues, fees, and other charges
among members and issuers and other
persons using any facility, and is not
designed to permit unfair
discrimination between customers,
issuers, brokers, or dealers.

The Exchange believes that increasing
the SQF Fee Cap from $12,500 to
$17,500 is reasonable because it better
aligns the fees collected from Market
Makers utilizing the SQF and SQF Purge
Ports with the costs associated with
maintaining and supporting the ports, as
well as the initial investment in such
ports for the Exchange. The Exchange
also believes that the proposed increase
of the SQF Fee Cap is reasonable
because it will allow the Exchange to
recoup costs while continuing to cap
infrastructure costs for Market Makers
that subscribe to a large number of ports
due to their larger market making
footprint on the Exchange. Without such
a cap, Market Makers may be inhibited
from expanding their activity on the
Exchange. As a general principal, the
Exchange believes that greater
participation on the Exchange by
members improves market quality for all
market participants. Thus, in arriving at
a fee cap of $17,500, the Exchange
balanced the desire to improve market
quality against the need to cover costs
and make a profit. Lastly, the Exchange
notes that its affiliate, Nasdaq Phlx

Symbol Directory Messages; (3) System Event
Messages (e.g., start of messages, start of system
hours, start of quoting, start of opening); (4) Option
Trading Action Messages (e.g., halts, resumes); (5)
Execution Messages; (6) Quote Messages (quote/
sweep messages, risk protection triggers or purge
notifications).

7 SQF Purge is a specific port for the SQF
interface that only receives and notifies of purge
requests from the market maker.

8 The term “Market Makers” refers to
“Competitive Market Makers’” and ‘‘Primary Market
Makers” collectively. See GEMX Rule 100(a)(25).

915 U.S.C. 78f(b).

1015 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4) and (5).
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(“Phlx”), offers its members a monthly
fee cap of $42,000 for its active SQF
ports.1?

The Exchange believes that the
proposed increase of the SQF Fee Cap
is equitable and not unfairly
discriminatory because the fee cap will
apply uniformly to all Market Makers
utilizing SQF and SQF Purge Ports.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. The
Exchange operates in a highly
competitive market in which market
participants can readily favor competing
venues if they deem fee levels at a
particular venue to be excessive, or
rebate opportunities available at other
venues to be more favorable. In such an
environment, the Exchange must
continually adjust its fees to remain
competitive with other exchanges and
with alternative trading systems that
have been exempted from compliance
with the statutory standards applicable
to exchanges. Because competitors are
free to modify their own fees in
response, and because market
participants may readily adjust their
order routing practices, the Exchange
believes that the degree to which fee
changes in this market may impose any
burden on competition is extremely
limited.

In this instance, the proposed increase
in the SQF Fee Cap would not burden
competition because it would apply
uniformly to all Market Makers utilizing
SQF and SQF Purge Ports. Accordingly,
the Exchange does not believe that the
proposed fee changes herein will impair
the ability of members or competing
order execution venues to maintain
their competitive standing in the
financial markets.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were either
solicited or received.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of the Act.12 At any time
within 60 days of the filing of the

11 See Phlx Pricing Schedule, VII. Other Member
Fees, B. Port Fees.
1215 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii).

proposed rule change, the Commission
summarily may temporarily suspend
such rule change if it appears to the
Commission that such action is: (i)
Necessary or appropriate in the public
interest; (ii) for the protection of
investors; or (iii) otherwise in
furtherance of the purposes of the Act.
If the Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
to determine whether the proposed rule
should be approved or disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s Internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

¢ Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
GEMX-2017-44 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

¢ Send paper comments in triplicate
to Brent J. Fields, Secretary, Securities
and Exchange Commission, 100 F Street
NE., Washington, DC 20549-1090.
All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-GEMX-2017-44. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
Internet Web site (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for Web site viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549, on official
business days between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of the
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change;
the Commission does not edit personal
identifying information from
submissions. You should submit only

information that you wish to make
available publicly. All submissions
should refer to File Number SR-GEMX~—
2017-44 and should be submitted on or
before November 13, 2017.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.3

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22756 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-81880; File No. SR—-NYSE-
2017-51]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; New
York Stock Exchange LLC; Notice of
Filing and Immediate Effectiveness of
Proposed Rule Change To Amend
Rules 80C, 104, 107B, and 128

October 16, 2017.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) ? of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”) 2 and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,3
notice is hereby given that on October
3, 2017, New York Stock Exchange LLC
(“NYSE” or the “Exchange”) filed with
the Securities and Exchange
Commission (‘“Commission’’) the
proposed rule change as described in
Items I, II, and III below, which Items
have been prepared by the self-
regulatory organization. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend
Rules 80C, 104, 107B, and 128. The
proposed rule change is available on the
Exchange’s Web site at www.nyse.com,
at the principal office of the Exchange,
and at the Commission’s Public
Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included
statements concerning the purpose of,
and basis for, the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of those statements may be examined at

1317 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).
115 U.S.C.78s(b)(1).

215 U.S.C. 78a.

317 CFR 240.19b—4.
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the places specified in Item IV below.
The Exchange has prepared summaries,
set forth in sections A, B, and C below,
of the most significant parts of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend
Rule 80C(b) (Limit Up-Limit Down Plan
and Trading Pauses in Individual
Securities Due to Extraordinary Market
Volatility) to conform its rule governing
trading pauses to forthcoming changes
to be implemented to the Regulation
NMS Plan to Address Extraordinary
Market Volatility (“Plan”); 4 Rule
104(a)(1)(B) (Dealings and
Responsibilities of DMMs) and Rule
107B (Supplemental Liquidity
Providers) to delete obsolete rule cross
references; and Rule 128(a) (Clearly
Erroneous Executions For NYSE
Equities) to exclude executions as a
result of a reopening transaction from

review as clearly erroneous transactions.

Discussion

Among other things, LULD
Amendment 12 would require that
trading centers may not resume trading
in an NMS Stock following a Trading
Pause without Price Bands in such NMS
Stock.5 Such Price Bands would be
based on the Reopening Price reported
by a Primary Listing Exchange, unless a
Primary Listing Exchange notifies the
Processor that it is unable to reopen
trading in an NMS Stock due to a
systems or technology issue. In such
case, the Price Band would be the last
effective Price Band that was in a Limit
State before the Trading Pause.
Accordingly, once LULD Amendment
12 is implemented, trading centers may
not resume trading if a Primary Listing
Exchange does not report a Reopening
Price within ten minutes after the
declaration of a Trading Pause. In
addition, under LULD Amendment 12,
if an NMS Stock is in a Trading Pause

4 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 79845
(January 19, 2017), 82 FR 8551 (January 26, 2017)
(File No. 4-631) (Order Approving the twelfth
amendment to the Plan) (“LULD Amendment 12”).
See also Securities Exchange Act Release Nos.
80455 (Apl‘ﬂ 13, 2017), 82 FR 18519 (April 19,
2017) (File No. 4-631) (Order approving the
thirteenth amendment to the Plan) and 81720
(September 26, 2017), 82 FR 45922 (October 2,
2017) (File No. 4-631) (Notice of immediate
effectiveness of fifteenth amendment to the Plan,
which extended the implementation date of LULD
Amendment 12).

5Unless otherwise specified, capitalized terms
used herein have the same meaning as set forth in
the Plan or in Exchange rules.

during the last ten minutes of trading
before the end of Regular Trading
Hours, the Primary Listing Exchange
shall not reopen trading and shall
attempt to execute a closing transaction
using its established closing procedures.
In anticipation of the implementation
of LULD Amendment 12, the Exchange
proposes to amend Rule 80C(b) to delete
obsolete text and conform the remaining
text to LULD Amendment 12.6 First, the
Exchange proposes to amend Rule
80C(b) to delete the text following the
heading of Rule 80C(b) and delete Rules
80C(b)(1), (b)(1)(A)—(C), and (b)(3). This
rule text governed how trading pauses
were triggered before the Plan was
implemented and is now obsolete.
Second, the Exchange proposes that the
text currently set forth in Rule 80C(b)(2),
(b)(2)(B), and (b)(2)(E) would be moved
to be the rule text for Rule 80C(b). In
moving this rule text, the Exchange
proposes to delete the rule text currently
set forth in Rules 80C(b)(2)(C) and (D) as
inconsistent with LULD Amendment 12,
described above.” Third, the Exchange
proposes to re-number current Rule
80C(b)(4) as proposed Rule 80C(b)(1)
and amend this paragraph to add that
the Exchange would notify the
Processor if the Exchange is unable to
reopen trading at the end of a Trading
pause due to a systems or technology
issue, which is consistent with LULD
Amendment 12. Fourth, the Exchange
proposes to delete Rule 80C(b)(5) as
inapplicable to the Exchange
application of Rule 80C, which governs
trading only in NYSE-listed securities.
Finally, the Exchange proposes to add
proposed Rule 80C(b)(2), which would
specify how the Exchange would
process orders if there is a Trading
Pause during the last ten minutes of
trading before the end of Regular
Trading Hours. As proposed, if the
reopening following a Trading Pause
would be in the last ten minutes of
trading before the end of regular trading
hours, the Exchange would not reopen
trading in that security and would not
transition to continuous trading. As
further proposed and consistent with
LULD Amendment 12, the Exchange

6 The proposed amendments to Rule 80C are
based on amendments to NYSE Arca, Inc. (“NYSE
Arca”) Rule 7.11-E that similarly relate to the
implementation of LULD Amendment 12. See
Securities Exchange Act Release Nos. 79846
(January 19, 2017), 82 FR 8548 (January 26, 2017)
(SR-NYSEArca—-2016—130) (Approval Order) (the
“NYSE Arca Reopening Filing”).

7 The text that the Exchange would delete
provides that “[i]n the event of a significant
imbalance at the end of a Trading Pause, the
Exchange may delay the re-opening of a security”
and “[t]he Exchange will issue a notification if it
cannot resume trading for a reason other than a
significant imbalance.”

would remain paused and would
conduct a closing transaction in such
security as provided for in Rule 123C.
The proposed rule would further
provide that in such circumstances,
MOO and LOO Orders entered during
the Trading Pause would not participate
in the closing auction and would be
cancelled.® The Exchange proposes to
add this rule text to provide
transparency to member organizations
of how orders that are designated to
participate in a reopening transaction
would be handled if the Exchange
transitions to a closing auction without
first reopening trading.®

In addition, the Exchange proposes to
amend Rule 104(a)(1)(B)(iii) and (iv) and
Rule 107B(d)(1)(B)(iii) and (iv) to
remove obsolete cross references and to
reflect that the applicable percentages
are based on how a security is
designated under the Plan.10 Rules
104(a)(1)(B) and 107B(d)(1)(B) set forth,
among other things, the obligation of
DMMs and SLMMs to maintain a bid
(offer) not more than the ‘“Designated
Percentage” away from the then current
National Best Bid (Offer) (“NBBO”’) and
if the NBBO changes such that the
DMM'’s or SLMM'’s bid/offer is more
than the “Defined Limit” away from the
NBBO, the DMM or SLMM must enter
an updated bid (offer). The Exchange
proposes to amend Rule 104(a)(1)(B)(iii)
and (iv) and Rule 107B(d)(1)(B)(iii) and
(iv) to remove cross-references to Rule
80C and instead use Plan definitions for
specifying which securities are subject
to which “Designated Percentages’” and
“Defined Limits.”” Accordingly, as
proposed, these rules would be
amended as follows:

e The phrase ‘“‘securities subject to
Rule 80C(a)(i)” would be replaced with
the phrases “Tier 1 NMS Stocks under
the Limit Up-Limit Down Plan” or “Tier
1 NMS Stocks;”

e the phrase ‘“‘securities subject to
Rule 80C(a)(ii)” would be replaced with
the phrases “Tier 2 NMS Stocks under
the Limit Up-Limit Down Plan with a
price equal to or greater than $1.00” or

8 This proposed rule text is based on NYSE Arca
Rule 7.35-E(e)(10). See Securities Exchange Act
Release No. 81603 (September 13, 2017), 82 FR
43609 (September 18, 2017) (SR-NYSEArca-2017—
102) (““Arca Filing”).

9The Exchange also proposes non-substantive
amendments to changes references from the term
“shall”” to the term “will.”

10 The Exchange’s affiliated equities exchanges
have made similar change to their rules. See Arca
Reopen [sic] Filing, supra note 8 (amending NYSE
Arca Rule 7.23-E(a)(1)(B)(iii) and (iv)) and
Securities Exchange Act Release No. 80577 (May 2,
2017), 82 FR 21446 (May 8, 2017) (SR-NYSEMKT-
2017-04) (Order approving NYSE American LLC
(“NYSE American’’) Rule 7.23E(a)(1)(B)(iii) and
(iv)). The proposed rule changes are also based on
Bats BZX, Inc. (“BZX”’) Rule 11.8(d)(2)(D) and (E).
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“Tier 2 NMS Stocks with a price equal
to or greater than $1.00;”

e the phrase ‘“‘securities subject to
Rule 80C(a)(iii)” would be replaced
with the phrase “Tier 2 NMS Stocks
with a price lower than $1.00;” and

e The phrase “when Rule 80C is not
in effect” would be deleted.

Because rights and warrants are not
subject to the Plan, but are subject to
market maker quoting requirements, the
Exchange proposes to provide that for
purposes of Rule 104(a)(1)(B)(iii) and
(iv) and Rule 107B(d)(1)(B)(iii) and (iv),
rights and warrants would be
considered Tier 2 NMS Stocks. This
proposed rule text is consistent with
current practice and the now-obsolete
cross references to Rule 80C.11

Finally, the Exchange proposes to
amend Rule 128(a) to provide that
executions as a result of reopening
transaction would not be eligible for a
request to review as clearly erroneous
under paragraph (b) of Rule 128. This
proposed rule changes is based on
changes approved in the NYSE Arca
Reopening Filing for NYSE Arca Rule
7.10-E.12 The Exchange believes that
the proposed rule text would implement
the standardized trading practice that
reopening auctions would not be
eligible for review as a clearly erroneous
execution.

Because of the technology changes
associated with the proposed
amendments to Rule 80C and 128, the
Exchange will announce the
implementation date of those proposed
rule changes by Trader Update, which
will be no later than the scheduled
implementation date of LULD
Amendment 12. The Exchange proposes
that the amendments to Rule 104 and
107B would be operative upon the
operative date of this proposed rule
change.

2. Statutory Basis

The proposed rule change is
consistent with Section 6(b) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the
“Act”),13 in general, and furthers the
objectives of Section 6(b)(5),14 in
particular, because it is designed to

11 Securities previously subject to Rule 80C(a)(ii)
were all NMS Stocks, other than securities included
in the S&P 500® Index, Russell 1000® Index, and
a pilot list of Exchange Traded Products, with a
price equal to or greater than $1 and securities
previously subject to Rule 80C(a)(iii) were all NMS
Stocks, other than securities included in the S&P
500® Index, Russell 1000® Index, and a pilot list
of Exchange Traded Products, with a price less than
$1.00. See Securities Exchange Act Release No.
64420 (May 6, 2011), 76 FR 27675 (May 12, 2011)
(SR-NYSE-2011-21) (Notice of filing).

12 See NYSE Arca Reopening Filing, supra note 6.

1315 U.S.C. 78f(b).

1415 U.S.C. 78£(b)(5).

prevent fraudulent and manipulative
acts and practices, to promote just and
equitable principles of trade, to foster
cooperation and coordination with
persons engaged in facilitating
transactions in securities, to remove
impediments to, and perfect the
mechanism of, a free and open market
and a national market system and, in
general, to protect investors and the
public interest.

The Exchange believes the proposed
changes would remove impediments to
and perfect the mechanism of a free and
open market and a national market
system, and in general, to protect
investors and the public interest,
because they are designed to conform
the Exchange’s rules with LULD
Amendment 12.

The Exchange believes that the
proposed amendments to Rule 80C
would remove impediments to and
perfect the mechanism of a free and
open market and a national market
system because they would remove
obsolete rule text and amend the
remaining rule text to conform to the
requirements of LULD Amendment 12,
described above. The Exchange further
believes that the proposed amendments
to Rule 104(a)(1)(B) and Rule
107B(d)(1)(B) would remove
impediments to and perfect the
mechanism of a free and open market
and a national market system because
they would remove obsolete rule
references and conform the Exchange’s
rules with those of NYSE American and
BZX. Finally, the Exchange believes that
the proposed amendments to Rule
128(a) would provide for uniform
clearly erroneous rules across all
Primary Listing Exchanges, thus
providing certainty to member
organizations of when a trade would be
eligible for review as a clearly erroneous
execution.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act. The
Exchange believes that the proposed
rule change is not designed to address
any competitive issues, but rather, to
eliminate obsolete rule text and conform
Exchange rules with changes that will
be implemented with LULD
Amendment 12.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The Exchange has filed the proposed
rule change pursuant to Section
19(b)(3)(A)(iii) of the Act 15 and Rule
19b—4(f)(6) thereunder.16 Because the
proposed rule change does not: (i)
Significantly affect the protection of
investors or the public interest; (ii)
impose any significant burden on
competition; and (iii) become operative
prior to 30 days from the date on which
it was filed, or such shorter time as the
Commission may designate, if
consistent with the protection of
investors and the public interest, the
proposed rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section 19(b)(3)(A)
of the Act and Rule 19b—4(f)(6)(iii)
thereunder.

A proposed rule change filed under
Rule 19b—4(f)(6) 17 normally does not
become operative prior to 30 days after
the date of the filing. However, pursuant
to Rule 19b—4(f)(6)(iii),8 the
Commission may designate a shorter
time if such action is consistent with the
protection of investors and the public
interest.

At any time within 60 days of the
filing of such proposed rule change, the
Commission summarily may
temporarily suspend such rule change if
it appears to the Commission that such
action is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest, for the protection of
investors, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of the Act. If the
Commission takes such action, the
Commission shall institute proceedings
under Section 19(b)(2)(B) 19 of the Act to
determine whether the proposed rule
change should be approved or
disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Comments may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

1515 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(iii).
1617 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6).
1717 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6).
1817 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(6)(iii).
1915 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2)(B).

6
6
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Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s Internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include File Number SR—
NYSE-2017-51 on the subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-NYSE-2017-51. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if email is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
Internet Web site (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for Web site viewing and
printing in the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549 on official
business days between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Copies of the
filing also will be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All comments
received will be posted without change;
the Commission does not edit personal
identifying information from
submissions. You should submit only
information that you wish to make
available publicly. All submissions
should refer to File Number SR-NYSE—
2017-51 and should be submitted on or
before November 13, 2017.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.20

Eduardo A. Aleman,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2017-22755 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

2017 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15324 and #15325;
Florida Disaster Number FL-00131]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for Public Assistance
Only for the State of Florida

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Amendment 2.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for Public Assistance Only for
the State of Florida (FEMA—-4337-DR),
dated 09/21/2017.

Incident: Hurricane Irma.

Incident Period: 09/04/2017 and
continuing.

DATES: Issued on 10/11/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 11/20/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 06/21/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

A. Escobar, Office of Disaster

Assistance, U.S. Small Business

Administration, 409 3rd Street SW.,

Suite 6050, Washington, DC 20416,

(202) 205-6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice

of the President’s major disaster

declaration for Private Non-Profit
organizations in the State of FLORIDA,
dated 09/21/2017, is hereby amended to
include the following areas as adversely
affected by the disaster.

Primary Counties: Citrus, Golumbia,
Gadsden, Hernando, Liberty,
Madison, Polk, Suwannee

All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

James E. Rivera,

Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22805 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15352 and #15353;
CALIFORNIA Disaster Number CA-00279]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for the State of
California

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Amendment 3.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the State of California
(FEMA—4344-DR), dated 10/12/2017.
Incident: Wildfires.
Incident Period: 10/08/2017 and
continuing.

DATES: Issued on 10/15/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 12/11/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 07/12/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A.

Escobar, Office of Disaster Assistance,

U.S. Small Business Administration,

409 3rd Street SW., Suite 6050,

Washington, DC 20416, (202) 205-6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice

of the President’s major disaster

declaration for the State of California,
dated 10/12/2017, is hereby amended to
include the following areas as adversely
affected by the disaster:

Primary Counties (Physical Damage and
Economic Injury Loans): Nevada,
Orange

Contiguous Counties (Economic Injury
Loans Only):

California: Los Angeles, Riverside,

San Bernardino, San Diego

Nevada: Washoe

All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

Rafaela Monchek,

Acting Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22763 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15330 and #15331;
SEMINOLE TRIBE of FLORIDA Disaster
Number FL-00132]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for the Seminole Tribe
of Florida

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Amendment 1.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the Seminole Tribe of
Florida (FEMA—4341-DR), dated 09/27/
2017.


http://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
http://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
http://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
http://www.sec.gov/rules/sro.shtml
mailto:rule-comments@sec.gov
mailto:rule-comments@sec.gov
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Incident: Hurricane Irma.

Incident Period: 09/04/2017 through
10/04/2017.

DATES: Issued on 10/12/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 11/27/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 06/27/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

A. Escobar, Office of Disaster
Assistance, U.S. Small Business
Administration, 409 3rd Street SW.,
Suite 6050, Washington, DC 20416,
(202) 205-6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of the President’s major disaster
declaration for the Seminole Tribe of
Florida, dated 09/27/2017, is hereby
amended to establish the incident
period for this disaster as beginning 09/
04/2017 through 10/04/2017.

All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

Rafaela Monchek,

Acting Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22761 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15352 and #15353;
CALIFORNIA Disaster Number CA-00279]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for the State of
California

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Amendment 1.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the State of California
(FEMA—4344-DR), dated 10/12/2017.

Incident: Wildfires.

Incident Period: 10/08/2017 and
continuing.

DATES: Issued on 10/12/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 12/11/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 07/12/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
A. Escobar, Office of Disaster

Assistance, U.S. Small Business
Administration, 409 3rd Street SW.,
Suite 6050, Washington, DC 20416,
(202) 205-6734.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of the President’s major disaster
declaration for the State of California,
dated 10/12/2017, is hereby amended to
include the following areas as adversely
affected by the disaster:
Primary Counties (Physical Damage and
Economic Injury Loans): Napa
Contiguous Counties (Economic Injury
Loans Only):
California: Yolo
All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)
Rafaela Monchek,

Acting Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22760 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15338 and #15339;
Georgia Disaster Number GA-00101]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for Public Assistance
Only for the State of Georgia

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Amendment 1.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for public assistance only for
the state of Georgia (FEMA-4338-DR),
dated 09/28/2017.

Incident: Hurricane Irma.

Incident Period: 09/07/2017 through
09/20/2017.

DATES: Issued on 10/11/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 11/27/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 06/28/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A.
Escobar, Office of Disaster Assistance,
U.S. Small Business Administration,
409 3rd Street SW., Suite 6050,
Washington, DC 20416, (202) 205-6734.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of the President’s major disaster
declaration for private non-profit
organizations in the state of Georgia,
dated 09/28/2017, is hereby amended to
include the following areas as adversely
affected by the disaster.

Primary Counties: Echols, Effingham,
Lowndes, Tift
All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

James E. Rivera.

Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22810 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15274 and #15275;
Texas Disaster Number TX-00487]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for the State of Texas

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.
ACTION: Amendment 6.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the State of Texas (FEMA—
4332-DR), dated 08/25/2017.

Incident: Hurricane Harvey.

Incident Period: 08/23/2017 through
09/15/2017.

DATES: Issued on 10/11/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 10/24/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 05/25/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A.

Escobar, Office of Disaster Assistance,

U.S. Small Business Administration,

409 3rd Street SW., Suite 6050,

Washington, DC 20416, (202) 205—-6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice

of the President’s major disaster

declaration for the State of TEXAS,
dated 08/25/2017, is hereby amended to
include the following areas as adversely
affected by the disaster:

Primary Counties (Physical Damage and
Economic Injury Loans): Caldwell,
Grimes

Contiguous Counties (Economic Injury
Loans Only):

Texas: Brazos, Hays

All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

Number 59008)

James E. Rivera,

Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22808 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P
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SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15291 and #15292;
TEXAS Disaster Number TX-00488]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for Public Assistance
Only for the State of Texas

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Amendment 4.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for Public Assistance Only for
the State of Texas (FEMA—-4332-DR),
dated 09/04/2017.

Incident: Hurricane Harvey.

Incident Period: 08/23/2017 through
09/15/2017.

DATES: Issued on 10/11/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 11/03/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 06/04/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A.

Escobar, Office of Disaster Assistance,

U.S. Small Business Administration,

409 3rd Street SW., Suite 6050,

Washington, DC 20416, (202) 205—6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice

of the President’s major disaster

declaration for Private Non-Profit
organizations in the State of TEXAS,
dated 09/04/2017, is hereby amended to
include the following areas as adversely
affected by the disaster.

Primary Counties: Caldwell, Comal,
Dewitt, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Jim
Wells, Lavaca, Milam, Sabine, San
Augustine

All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

James E. Rivera,

Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22809 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Disaster Declaration #15352 and #15353;
CALIFORNIA Disaster Number CA-00279]

Presidential Declaration Amendment of
a Major Disaster for the State of
California

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Amendment 2.

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the State of California
(FEMA—4344-DR), dated 10/12/2017.
Incident: Wildfires.
Incident Period: 10/08/2017 and
continuing.

DATES: Issued on 10/14/2017.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 12/11/2017.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 07/12/2018.
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan
applications to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A.

Escobar, Office of Disaster Assistance,

U.S. Small Business Administration,

409 3rd Street SW., Suite 6050,

Washington, DC 20416, (202) 205—6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice

of the President’s major disaster

declaration for the State of California,
dated 10/12/2017, is hereby amended to
include the following areas as adversely
affected by the disaster:

Primary Counties (Physical Damage and
Economic Injury Loans): Butte,
Lake, Mendocino, Yuba

Contiguous Counties (Economic Injury
Loans Only):

California: Colusa, Glenn, Humboldt,

Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sierra,
Sutter, Tehama, Trinity

All other information in the original
declaration remains unchanged.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

Rafaela Monchek,

Acting Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2017-22764 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

STATE DEPARTMENT
[Public Notice: 10173]

Overseas Security Advisory Council
(OSAC) Meeting Notice; Closed
Meeting

The Department of State announces a
meeting of the U.S. State Department—
Overseas Security Advisory Council on
November 14, 2017. Pursuant to Section
10(d) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. Appendix), 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(4), and 5 U.S.C.
552b(c)(7)(E), it has been determined
that the meeting will be closed to the
public. The meeting will focus on an

examination of corporate security
policies and procedures and will
involve extensive discussion of trade
secrets and proprietary commercial
information that is privileged and
confidential, and will discuss law
enforcement investigative techniques
and procedures. The agenda will
include updated committee reports, a
global threat overview, and other
matters relating to private sector
security policies and protective
programs and the protection of U.S.
business information overseas.

For More Information Contact: Marsha
Thurman, Overseas Security Advisory
Council, U.S. Department of State,
Washington, DC 20522-2008, phone:
571-345-2214.

Thomas G. Scanlon,

Executive Director, Overseas Security
Advisory Council, Department of State.

[FR Doc. 2017-22837 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-43-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice: 10178]

Strengthening the Policy of the United
States Toward Cuba

AGENCY: Department of State.
ACTION: Notice.

National Security Presidential
Memorandum NSPM-5 entitled
“Strengthening the Policy of the United
States Toward Cuba’ was issued by the
President on June 16, 2017. The
memorandum outlines the
Administration’s policy toward Cuba
and policy implementation actions to be
taken by heads of departments and
agencies. The President authorized and
directed the Secretary of State to
publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register. The text of the
memorandum is set out below.

Janet Freer,

Director, Office of Directives Management,
Bureau of Administration, Department of
State.

National Security Presidential
Memorandum on Strengthening the
Policy of the United States Toward Cuba

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE

PRESIDENT

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

THE SECRETARY OF THE
TREASURY

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND
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HUMAN SERVICES Families of political prisoners are not government; supporting United States

THE SECRETARY OF allowed to assemble or peacefully agriculture and protecting plant and
TRANSPORTATION protest the improper confinement of animal health; advancing the

THE SECRETARY OF HOMELAND their loved ones. Worshippers are understanding of the United States
SECURITY harassed, and free association by civil regarding scientific and environmental

THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL society organizations is blocked. The challenges; and facilitating safe civil
INTELLIGENCE right to speak freely, including through  aviation.

THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL access to the Internet, is denied, and 1 .
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY there is no free press. The United States Sec. 3. Implementation.

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT
CHIEFS OF STAFF

THE ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF OF STAFF

THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

THE ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

THE ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT FOR HOMELAND
SECURITY AND
COUNTERTERRORISM

THE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

THE ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT FOR ECONOMIC
AFFAIRS

THE UNITED STATES TRADE
REPRESENTATIVE

THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
POLICY

THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED STATES TO THE UNITED
NATIONS

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT

Section 1. Purpose.

The United States recognizes the need
for more freedom and democracy,
improved respect for human rights, and
increased free enterprise in Cuba. The
Cuban people have long suffered under
a Communist regime that suppresses
their legitimate aspirations for freedom
and prosperity and fails to respect their
essential human dignity.

My Administration’s policy will be
guided by the national security and
foreign policy interests of the United
States, as well as solidarity with the
Cuban people. I will seek to promote a
stable, prosperous, and free country for
the Cuban people. To that end, we must
channel funds toward the Cuban people
and away from a regime that has failed
to meet the most basic requirements of
a free and just society.

In Cuba, dissidents and peaceful
protesters are arbitrarily detained and
held in terrible prison conditions.
Violence and intimidation against
dissidents occurs with impunity.

condemns these abuses.

The initial actions set forth in this
memorandum, including restricting
certain financial transactions and travel,
encourage the Cuban government to
address these abuses. My
Administration will continue to
evaluate its policies so as to improve
human rights, encourage the rule of law,
foster free markets and free enterprise,
and promote democracy in Cuba.

Sec. 2. Policy.

It shall be the policy of the executive
branch to:

(a) End economic practices that
disproportionately benefit the Cuban
government or its military, intelligence,
or security agencies or personnel at the
expense of the Cuban people.

(b) Ensure adherence to the statutory
ban on tourism to Cuba.

(c) Support the economic embargo of
Cuba described in section 4(7) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (the
embargo), including by opposing
measures that call for an end to the
embargo at the United Nations and other
international forums and through
regular reporting on whether the
conditions of a transition government
exist in Cuba.

(d) Amplify efforts to support the
Cuban people through the expansion of
internet services, free press, free
enterprise, free association, and lawful
travel.

(e) Not reinstate the “Wet Foot, Dry
Foot” policy, which encouraged untold
thousands of Cuban nationals to risk
their lives to travel unlawfully to the
United States.

(f) Ensure that engagement between
the United States and Cuba advances
the interests of the United States and the
Cuban people. These interests include:
advancing Cuban human rights;
encouraging the growth of a Cuban
private sector independent of
government control; enforcing final
orders of removal against Cuban
nationals in the United States;
protecting the national security and
public health and safety of the United
States, including through proper
engagement on criminal cases and
working to ensure the return of fugitives
from American justice living in Cuba or
being harbored by the Cuban

The heads of departments and agencies
shall begin to implement the policy set
forth in section 2 of this memorandum
as follows:

(a) Within 30 days of the date of this
memorandum, the Secretary of the
Treasury and the Secretary of
Commerce, as appropriate and in
coordination with the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Transportation,
shall initiate a process to adjust current
regulations regarding transactions with
Cuba.

(i) As part of the regulatory changes
described in this subsection, the
Secretary of State shall identify the
entities or subentities, as appropriate,
that are under the control of, or act for
or on behalf of, the Cuban military,
intelligence, or security services or
personnel (such as Grupo de
Administracion Empresarial S.A.
(GAESA), its affiliates, subsidiaries, and
successors), and publish a list of those
identified entities and subentities with
which direct financial transactions
would disproportionately benefit such
services or personnel at the expense of
the Cuban people or private enterprise
in Cuba.

(ii) Except as provided in subsection
(a)(iii) of this section, the regulatory
changes described in this subsection
shall prohibit direct financial
transactions with those entities or
subentities on the list published
pursuant to subsection (a)(i) of this
section.

(iii) The regulatory changes shall not
prohibit transactions that the Secretary
of the Treasury or the Secretary of
Commerce, in coordination with the
Secretary of State, determines are
consistent with the policy set forth in
section 2 of this memorandum and:

(A) concern Federal Government
operations, including Naval Station
Guantanamo Bay and the United States
mission in Havana;

(B) support programs to build
democracy in Cuba;

(C) concern air and sea operations that
support permissible travel, cargo, or
trade;

(D) support the acquisition of visas for
permissible travel;

(E) support the expansion of direct
telecommunications and internet access
for the Cuban people;
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(F) support the sale of agricultural
commodities, medicines, and medical
devices sold to Cuba consistent with the
Trade Sanctions Reform and Export
Enhancement Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7201 et seq.) and the Cuban Democracy
Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C. 6001 et seq.);

(G) relate to sending, processing, or
receiving authorized remittances;

(H) otherwise further the national
security or foreign policy interests of the
United States; or

(I) are required by law.

(b) Within 30 days of the date of this
memorandum, the Secretary of the
Treasury, in coordination with the
Secretary of State, shall initiate a
process to adjust current regulations to
ensure adherence to the statutory ban on
tourism to Cuba.

(i) The amended regulations shall
require that educational travel be for
legitimate educational purposes. Except
for educational travel that was
permitted by regulation in effect on
January 27, 2011, all educational travel
shall be under the auspices of an
organization subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, and all such
travelers must be accompanied by a
representative of the sponsoring
organization.

(ii) The regulations shall further
require that those traveling for the
permissible purposes of non academic
education or to provide support for the
Cuban people:

(A) engage in a full-time schedule of
activities that enhance contact with the
Cuban people, support civil society in
Cuba, or promote the Cuban people’s
independence from Cuban authorities;
and

(B) meaningfully interact with
individuals in Cuba.

(iii) The regulations shall continue to
provide that every person engaging in
travel to Cuba shall keep full and
accurate records of all transactions
related to authorized travel, regardless
of whether they were effected pursuant
to license or otherwise, and such
records shall be available for
examination by the Department of the
Treasury for at least 5 years after the
date they occur.

(iv) The Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary
of Commerce, and the Secretary of
Transportation shall review their
agency’s enforcement of all categories of
permissible travel within 90 days of the
date the regulations described in this
subsection are finalized to ensure such
enforcement accords with the policies
outlined in section 2 of this
memorandum.

(c) The Secretary of the Treasury shall
regularly audit travel to Cuba to ensure

that travelers are complying with
relevant statutes and regulations. The
Secretary of the Treasury shall request
that the Inspector General of the
Department of the Treasury inspect the
activities taken by the Department of the
Treasury to implement this audit
requirement. The Inspector General of
the Department of the Treasury shall
provide a report to the President,
through the Secretary of the Treasury,
summarizing the results of that
inspection within 180 days of the
adjustment of current regulations
described in subsection (b) of this
section and annually thereafter.

(d) The Secretary of the Treasury shall
adjust the Department of the Treasury’s
current regulation defining the term
“prohibited officials of the Government
of Cuba” so that, for purposes of title 31,
part 515 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, it includes Ministers and
Vice-Ministers, members of the Council
of State and the Council of Ministers;
members and employees of the National
Assembly of People’s Power; members
of any provincial assembly; local sector
chiefs of the Committees for the Defense
of the Revolution; Director Generals and
sub-Director Generals and higher of all
Cuban ministries and state agencies;
employees of the Ministry of the Interior
(MININT); employees of the Ministry of
Defense (MINFAR); secretaries and first
secretaries of the Confederation of Labor
of Cuba (CTC) and its component
unions; chief editors, editors, and
deputy editors of Cuban state-run media
organizations and programs, including
newspapers, television, and radio; and
members and employees of the Supreme
Court (Tribuno Supremo Nacional).

(e) The Secretary of State and the
Representative of the United States to
the United Nations shall oppose efforts
at the United Nations or (with respect to
the Secretary of State) any other
international forum to lift the embargo
until a transition government in Cuba,
as described in section 205 of the
LIBERTAD Act, exists.

(f) The Secretary of State, in
coordination with the Attorney General,
shall provide a report to the President
assessing whether and to what degree
the Cuban government has satisfied the
requirements of a transition government
as described in section 205(a) of the
LIBERTAD Act, taking into account the
additional factors listed in section
205(b) of that Act. This report shall
include a review of human rights abuses
committed against the Cuban people,
such as unlawful detentions, arbitrary
arrests, and inhumane treatment.

(g) The Attorney General shall, within
90 days of the date of this
memorandum, issue a report to the

President on issues related to fugitives
from American justice living in Cuba or
being harbored by the Cuban
government.

(h) The Secretary of State and the
Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development
shall review all democracy development
programs of the Federal Government in
Cuba to ensure that they align with the
criteria set forth in section 109(a) of the
LIBERTAD Act.

(i) The Secretary of State shall
convene a task force, composed of
relevant departments and agencies,
including the Office of Cuba
Broadcasting, and appropriate non-
governmental organizations and private-
sector entities, to examine the
technological challenges and
opportunities for expanding internet
access in Cuba, including through
Federal Government support of
programs and activities that encourage
freedom of expression through
independent media and internet
freedom so that the Cuban people can
enjoy the free and unregulated flow of
information.

(j) The Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall
continue to discourage dangerous,
unlawful migration that puts Cuban and
American lives at risk. The Secretary of
Defense shall continue to provide
support, as necessary, to the Department
of State and the Department of
Homeland Security in carrying out the
duties regarding interdiction of
migrants.

(k) The Secretary of State, in
coordination with the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Secretary of Defense, the
Attorney General, the Secretary of
Commerce, and the Secretary of
Homeland Security, shall annually
report to the President regarding the
engagement of the United States with
Cuba to ensure that engagement is
advancing the interests of the United
States.

(1) All activities conducted pursuant
to subsections (a) through (k) of this
section shall be carried out in a manner
that furthers the interests of the United
States, including by appropriately
protecting sensitive sources, methods,
and operations of the Federal
Government.

Sec. 4. Earlier Presidential Actions.

(a) This memorandum supersedes and
replaces both National Security
Presidential Directive-52 of June 28,
2007, U.S. Policy toward Cuba, and
Presidential Policy Directive-43 of
October 14, 2016, United States-Cuba
Normalization.



48878

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017/ Notices

(b) This memorandum does not affect
either Executive Order 12807 of May 24,
1992, Interdiction of Illegal Aliens, or
Executive Order 13276 of November 15,
2002, Delegation of Responsibilities
Concerning Undocumented Aliens
Interdicted or Intercepted in the
Caribbean Region.

Sec. 5. General Provisions.

(a) Nothing in this memorandum shall
be construed to impair or otherwise
affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an
executive department or agency, or the
head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget
relating to budgetary, administrative, or
legislative proposals.

(b) This memorandum shall be
implemented consistent with applicable
laws and subject to the availability of
appropriations.

(c) This memorandum is not intended
to, and does not, create any right or
benefit, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or in equity by any
party against the United States, its
departments, agencies, or entities, its
officers, employees, or agents, or any
other person.

(d) The Secretary of State is hereby
authorized and directed to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

Donald J. Trump

[FR Doc. 2017-22928 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-10-P

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

[Docket No. FD 36147]

Chesapeake and Indiana Railroad
Company—Amended Operation
Exemption—Town of North Judson,
Ind.

Chesapeake and Indiana Railroad
Company (CKIN), a Class III rail carrier,
has filed a verified notice of exemption
under 49 CFR 1150.41 to continue to
operate an approximately 27.92-mile
line of railroad owned by the Town of
North Judson, Ind. (Town). The rail line
extends between milepost CF 0.23, at
Lacrosse, and milepost CF 15.23, at
Wellsboro, and between milepost CI
218.0, at English Lake, and milepost CI
230.92, at Malden, in LaPorte, Porter,
and Starke Counties, Ind. (the Line).

According to CKIN, the Board
originally authorized CKIN’s operation
of the Line in 2004. See Chesapeake &
Ind. R.R.—Operation Exemption—Town
of N. Judson, Ind., FD 34529 (STB

served Aug. 20, 2004).? On September
11, 2017, CKIN and the Town entered
into a new 10-year agreement for CKIN
to continue to operate over the Line.2
CKIN states that the amended operating
agreement will take effect on the
effective date of this notice of
exemption.

CKIN certifies that its projected
annual revenues as a result of this
transaction will not result in the
creation of a Class I or Class Il rail
carrier and will not exceed $5 million.
CKIN also states that there are no
provisions or agreements limiting
interchange with other carriers.

The transaction may be consummated
on or after November 4, 2017, the
effective date of the exemption (30 days
after the verified notice of exemption
was filed).

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke will not
automatically stay the effectiveness of
the exemption. Petitions for stay must
be filed no later than October 27, 2017
(at least seven days before the
exemption becomes effective).

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to Docket No. FD
36147, must be filed with the Surface
Transportation Board, 395 E Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001. In
addition, a copy of each pleading must
be served on applicant’s representative,
John D. Heffner, Strasburger & Price,
LLP, 1025 Connecticut Avenue NW.,
Suite 717, Washington, DC 20036.

According to CKIN, this action is
categorically excluded from
environmental review under 49 CFR
1105.6(c).

Board decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at
WWW.STB.GOV.

Decided: October 17, 2017.

1CKIN states that it was selected by the Town to
operate the Line pursuant to an Operating
Agreement executed on July 31, 2004, and expiring
on December 31, 2015. Subsequently, the parties
extended the operating agreement, first until May
15, 2016, and later until August 15, 2016. During
these extensions, CKIN initiated litigation in state
court and brought a petition before the Board that
was later denied. See CSX Transp., Inc.—Aban.
Exemption—in LaPorte, Porter, & Starke Ctys., Ind.,
AB 55 (Sub-No. 643X) et al. (STB served May 31,
2017). Ultimately, the parties reached a mutually
satisfactory settlement. See CSX Transp., Inc.—
Aban. Exemption—in LaPorte, Porter, & Starke
Ctys., Ind., AB 55 (Sub-No. 643X) et al. (STB served
Oct. 2, 2017).

2CKIN states that the parties’ operating agreement
is automatically renewable at CKIN’s option for two
additional five-year terms, for a total occupancy of
20 years.

By the Board, Scott M. Zimmerman, Acting
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Marline Simeon,

Clearance Clerk.

[FR Doc. 2017-22817 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration
[FHWA Docket No. FHWA-2017-0007]

Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act; Solicitation
for Candidate Projects in the Interstate
System Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Pilot Program (ISRRPP)

AGENCY: Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice; solicitation for
applications.

SUMMARY: The FHWA invites State
transportation departments to submit
applications for candidate projects in
the Interstate System Reconstruction
and Rehabilitation Pilot Program
(ISRRPP), authorized in the
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st
Century and amended by the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation
(FAST) Act. Under the ISRRPP, FHWA
may permit up to three States to collect
tolls on a facility on the Interstate
System for the purpose of reconstructing
or rehabilitating Interstate highway
corridors that could not otherwise be
adequately maintained or functionally
improved without the collection of tolls.
This notice describes general program
provisions, eligibility and selection
criteria, and the application submission
and evaluation process.

DATES: Applications are due to FHWA
Division Offices by February 20, 2018.
The FHWA will review these
submissions and award up to three
provisional approvals to States that will
be expected to fully satisfy the ISRRPP
criteria within 3 years. Should FHWA
award fewer than three provisional
approvals, it will re-solicit for
applications at a future date.

The FHWA will conduct an
information session regarding the
ISRRPP in the form of a Webinar on
November 13, 2017 at 2:00 p.m., e.t. For
more information, please visit: https://
www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/revenue/road
pricing/tolling pricing/interstate
IT.aSpX.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions about the pilot program: Ms.
Cynthia Essenmacher, Center for
Innovative Finance Support, Office of


https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/revenue/road_pricing/tolling_pricing/interstate_rr.aspx
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/revenue/road_pricing/tolling_pricing/interstate_rr.aspx
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/revenue/road_pricing/tolling_pricing/interstate_rr.aspx
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Innovative Program Delivery, Federal
Highway Administration, 315 West
Allegan Street, Room 201, Lansing, MI
48933, (517) 702-1856. For legal
questions: Mr. Steven Rochlis, Office of
the Chief Counsel, Federal Highway
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590,
(202) 366-1395. Office hours are from
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. E.T., Monday
through Friday, except for Federal
holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Table of Contents

A. Program Description

B. Program Slots

C. Eligibility Information

D. Submission Information

E. Review Information

F. Requirements for Provisionally Approved
Projects

A. Program Description

1. Tolling Authority Under the Interstate
System Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation Pilot Program (ISRRPP)

The FAST Act section 1411(c) amends
the ISRRPP authorized under section
1216(b) of the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century (TEA-21). The
ISRRPP allows a State to collect tolls on
a facility on the Interstate System in
order to reconstruct or rehabilitate an
Interstate highway corridor that could
not otherwise be adequately maintained
or functionally improved without the
collection of tolls. Up to three facilities
may participate in the ISRRPP, and each
must be geographically located in a
different State.

Since the ISRRPP’s establishment in
1998, several States have requested and
received what FHWA has termed
“provisional approval” of pilot projects,
also referred to as the reservation of a
“program slot.” The purpose of this step
has been to enable States to invest the
considerable resources needed to fully
satisfy the program criteria, which are
described below, without fear of being
superseded by a subsequent applicant.
To date, however, no State has fully
satisfied the ISRRPP program criteria.

2. Other Interstate Tolling Authority

The ISRRPP is not the only authority
available to States to toll facilities on the
Interstate System. Today, the 46,730-
mile Interstate System includes
approximately 2,900 miles of toll roads,
most built as turnpikes and
incorporated into the system in 1957.
Current Federal law provides several
options for States to toll Interstate
facilities. The authorities in 23 United
States Code (U.S.C.) 129(a)(1) now allow
for the initial construction of an
Interstate toll facility; the conversion of

an Interstate high occupancy vehicle
(HOV) lane to a toll facility; the
expansion of an Interstate highway and
tolling of the new capacity as long as the
current number of toll-free non-HOV
lanes is maintained; and the
reconstruction or replacement of a toll-
free Interstate System bridge or tunnel
and its conversion to a toll facility.

Additional authorities are provided
under 23 U.S.C. 166(c), which allows
public agencies to permit toll-paying
vehicles that do not meet minimum
occupancy standards to use high-
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes. Such
lanes are commonly referred to as high
occupancy toll (HOT) lanes. Finally, the
Value Pricing Pilot Program (VPPP),
initially authorized in the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991 (ISTEA, Pub. L. 102—240) as the
Congestion Pricing Pilot Program and
subsequently amended under other
laws, encourages implementation and
evaluation of value pricing pilot projects
to manage congestion through tolling
and other pricing mechanisms on
facilities both on and off the Interstate
System. All these current tolling
authorities are separate and distinct
from the ISRRPP.

3. FAST Act Amendments to the
ISRRPP

The FAST Act amendments to the
ISRRPP create several changes. First,
acknowledging the key role that State
legislative authority has in
implementing the ISRRPP, the FAST
Act adds the specific selection criterion
that ““a State has the authority required
for the project to proceed.” This
addresses a common challenge facing
those States that have held provisional
approvals, i.e., securing legal authority
from their State legislatures to collect
tolls on a currently toll-free Interstate
highway.

Second, the FAST Act specifies
timeframes under which States with
provisional approvals must complete
the program’s requirements. Any State
receiving a provisional approval as a
result of this solicitation will have 3
years from the date of the approval to
fully satisfy the program criteria,
complete environmental review under
NEPA, and execute a toll agreement
with FHWA. The FAST Act allows for
a 1-year extension of the 3-year
provisional approval if the State
demonstrates material progress toward
implementation of its pilot project.

Third, the FAST Act gave the States
holding provisional approvals at the
time the FAST Act was enacted 1 year
to satisfy the program criteria or request
an extension for an additional year. On
the date of enactment, December 4,

2015, three States—Missouri, North
Carolina and Virginia—held ISRRPP
provisional approvals. Since then, all
three have relinquished their program
slots.

B. Program Slots

In announcing this new ISRRPP
solicitation—the first open call for pilot
projects since 1998—FHWA seeks
applications from States for candidate
projects under the program.

Based on the program’s experience,
FHWA believes it unlikely that any
State would invest the considerable
effort to develop an application that
fully satisfies the program criteria
without assurance that its efforts would
not be superseded by a competing
applicant. Conversely, FHWA
recognizes that provisional approval
and the reservation of a program slot—
while allowing a State to work in
earnest to meet the program’s
environmental, financial, public support
and operational requirements—also
inhibits other States from pursuing
similar projects. Therefore, FHWA will
review each candidate project
thoroughly before making any
commitment of provisional approval.

As provided in section 1411(c) of the
FAST Act, FHWA may grant provisional
approval to up to three projects that will
fully implement the ISRRPP
(reconstruct or rehabilitate an Interstate
segment and convert it to a toll facility)
based on an assessment that eligibility
and selection criteria can be met. At the
present time, all three program slots are
available.

This solicitation does not offer any
Federal funds for these projects.
Formula Federal-aid highway funds
may be used toward a candidate project,
subject to the eligibility requirements
for these funds. In addition, a candidate
project may qualify for credit assistance
under 23 U.S.C. 601-609, the DOT’s
TIFIA credit program.

While section 1216(b)(6) of TEA-21
specifically prohibited the use of
Interstate Maintenance (IM) funds on
the Interstate facility covered by an
ISRRPP project during the period tolls
are collected, the IM program has since
been discontinued. Given the expansion
of tolling authority under 23 U.S.C. 129,
the restriction on use of IM funds is not
applied to the use of eligible funding
sources, including the National
Highway Performance Program.

C. Eligibility Information

To be selected for provisional
approval in the ISRRPP, an applicant
must be a State transportation
department (State DOT) and the project
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must be a facility on the Interstate
System.

1. Interstate Facility

A facility on the Interstate System is
considered to be a route on the Dwight
D. Eisenhower National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways as
described in 23 U.S.C. 103(c). This is
the originally designated Interstate
System and includes those Interstate
additions under former 23 U.S.C. 139(a).

Each State may propose only a single
Interstate facility as its candidate
project, and each facility selected by
FHWA must be in a different State.

Note that the existing statute in 23
U.S.C. 129(a)(1)(E) already allows for
reconstruction or replacement of a toll-
free Interstate bridge or tunnel and its
conversion to a toll facility. For the
purposes of the ISRRPP, the scope of the
candidate project must include
reconstruction or rehabilitation
throughout the Interstate facility (not
solely on bridges or tunnels), where
estimated improvement costs exceed
available funding sources and work
cannot be advanced without the
collection of tolls.

2. Toll Revenue Uses

The ISRRPP’s conditions on toll
revenue uses reflect the intent that tolls
are collected to reconstruct or
rehabilitate an Interstate facility, not to
pursue other projects. The State must
execute an agreement with FHWA
specifying that toll revenues received
from operation of the facility will be
used in accordance with the
requirements set forth in section
1216(b)(5) of TEA-21. This section
requires that all toll revenues be used
only for (1) debt service, (2) reasonable
return on investment of any private
person financing the project, and (3) any
costs necessary for the improvement of
and the proper operation and
maintenance of the toll facility,
including reconstruction, resurfacing,
restoration and rehabilitation of the toll
facility. It is important that applicants
understand that these conditions are
more restrictive than those that apply to
projects authorized under 23 U.S.C. 129
or 23 U.S.C. 166.

Additionally, the toll agreement must
include a provision that the State will
conduct regular (e.g., annual) audits to
ensure compliance with the provisions
regarding use of toll revenues, and the
results of these audits will be
transmitted to FHWA.

The FHWA is concerned that the
initiation of new toll collection should
not occur until it is evident to the
traveling public that tolls will result in
investment on the facility. Accordingly,

the earliest that tolls may be imposed on
an ISRRPP facility is the date of award
of a contract for the physical
reconstruction or rehabilitation of a
significant portion of the facility. In the
case of a design-build contract or
public-private partnership agreement,
this would occur when a notice to
proceed for the physical construction
has been issued or when the design-
builder otherwise becomes contractually
obligated to accomplish the physical
construction activities of the project.

3. Federal-Aid Requirements

Regardless of whether Federal-aid
funds are to be used in the
reconstruction or rehabilitation
activities, each ISRRPP project must
satisfy the applicable Federal laws, rules
and regulations set forth in title 23
U.S.C. and title 23 Code of Federal
Regulations.

A State receiving provisional approval
must complete the environmental
review and permitting process under the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) for
the candidate project before it can
receive final approval. The NEPA
analysis must take into account not only
the impacts of the proposed
reconstruction or rehabilitation
activities but also consider impacts
associated with converting the toll-free
facility to a toll facility.

D. Submission Information

A State that seeks to participate in the
pilot program must submit an
application that addresses the program’s
statutory eligibility and selection
criteria as described below.

1. Address

A State DOT must submit the
application to its respective FHWA
Division Office. Subsequent application
tasks will also be coordinated through
the Division Office.

2. Content and Form of Application

Although the State DOT may
determine the appropriate form, the
application package is limited to no
more than 25 pages. The FHWA
recommends that the project narrative
be prepared with standard formatting
preferences (i.e., a single-spaced
document, using a standard 12-point
font such as Times New Roman, with 1-
inch margins). The project narrative
may not exceed 25 pages in length,
excluding cover pages and table of
contents. The only substantive portions
that may exceed the 25-page limit are
supporting documents to support
assertions or conclusions made in the
25-page project narrative. If necessary,

FHWA may request supplemental or
clarifying information from the State.

The application should include
information required for FHWA to
assess each of the criteria specified in
section E (Review Information). The
State should demonstrate the
responsiveness of a project to any
pertinent selection criteria with the
most relevant information it can
provide, regardless of whether such
information has been specifically
requested, or identified, in this notice.
The application should describe all
critical project milestones and the
State’s current progress toward
achieving them.

The FHWA recommends that the
application adhere to the following
basic outline and the project narrative
include a table of contents, maps, and
graphics as appropriate to inform the
review. The specific statutory references
from section 1216 of TEA-21 (as
amended by section 1411 of the FAST
Act) are noted in brackets after each
item:

i. Project Description: An
identification of the facility on the
Interstate System proposed to become a
toll facility, including the age,
condition, and intensity of use of the
facility [1216(b)(3)(A)].

ii. MPO Consultation: In the case of a
facility that affects a metropolitan area,
a description of the State’s current
consultations regarding the candidate
project with that area’s metropolitan
planning organization (MPO)
established under 23 U.S.C. 134. Full
satisfaction of this eligibility criteria
requires an assurance that the MPO for
the area has been consulted concerning
the placement and amount of tolls on
the facility [1216(b)(3)(B)].

iii. Financial Analysis: An analysis
demonstrating that the facility could not
be maintained or improved to meet
current or future needs from the State’s
Federal-aid apportionments and
allocations and from revenues for
highways from any other source without
toll revenues [1216(b)(3)(C)].

iv. Facility Management Plan:

(a) A plan for implementing tolls on
the facility [1216(b)(3)(D)(i)]. Note that
an approved plan must take into
account the interests of local, regional,
and interstate travelers [1216(b)(4)(C)].

(b) A proposed schedule and finance
plan for the reconstruction or
rehabilitation of the facility using toll
revenues [1216(b)(3)(D)(ii)]. The plan
should give extensive focus to the
development phase requirements,
including among its milestones the
completion of NEPA, the acquisition of
tolling authority from the legislature,
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and the issuance of any debt backed by
toll revenues.

(c) A description of the public
transportation agency that will be
responsible for implementation and
administration of the candidate project
[1216(b)(3)(D)(iii)].

(d) A description of whether
consideration will be given to
privatizing the maintenance and
operational aspects of the facility, while
retaining legal and administrative
control of the portion of the Interstate
route [1216(b)(3)(D)(iv)]. Note that the
ISRRPP selection criteria require the
State to give preference to the use of a
public toll agency with demonstrated
capability to build, operate and
maintain a toll expressway system
meeting criteria for the Interstate System
[1216(b)(4)(E)].

(e) A statement as to whether the State
currently has the authority required for
the toll project to proceed and, if not, a
plan and timetable for when such
authority will be obtained
[1216(b)(4)(F)].

3. Submission Date

A State DOT must submit the
application to its FHWA Division Office
by local close of business on February
20, 2018. States are strongly encouraged
to work closely with their respective
Division Offices throughout the
preparation of the application.

E. Review Information

1. Review and Selection Process

The FHWA will perform an initial
eligibility review of an application
received by the submission date. Based
on its knowledge of the proposed
project and the State’s highway
program, FHWA will evaluate the
project’s technical and financial
feasibility, risks, planning approvals,
NEPA and other environmental reviews/
approvals, tolling authority, agreements
to operate and maintain a toll
expressway system, and other
implementation agreements. The FHWA
staff will review and compare all
applications received from the States.
Candidate projects will be rated as Not
Recommended, Recommended, or
Highly Recommended. The projects will
be advanced to the FHWA
Administrator who will select projects
to award provisional approvals.

2. Rating Criteria

The FHWA Headquarters evaluation
team will use the information in the
application to assess the State’s
readiness and capability to fully satisfy
the ISRRPP program criteria in order to
deliver the candidate project. Based

upon this evaluation, FHWA will
provide up to three provisional
approvals to States that will be expected
to fully satisfy the following selection
criteria within 3 years. These criteria are
set forth (in italics) in section 1216(b)(4)
of TEA-21 as amended by section
1411(c)(1) of the FAST Act:

A. The State is unable to reconstruct
or rehabilitate the proposed toll facility
using existing apportionments. Because
Federal-aid formula apportionments can
support municipal bond issues (i.e.
GARVEESs), the State must demonstrate
that toll revenue financing (whether
through the TIFIA program or another
capital market source) is essential to
raising the needed funds.

B. The facility has a sufficient
intensity of use, age, or condition to
warrant the collection of tolls. A State
should use its asset management
process or life cycle planning analysis to
support this criterion. This effort should
include conducting a performance gap
analysis to identify deficiencies
hindering progress toward improving or
preserving the facility and achieving
and sustaining the desired state of good
repair. The FHWA will give preference
to those facilities with a greater gap
between current/projected and target
performance.

C. The State plan for implementing
tolls on the facility takes into account
the interests of local, regional, and
interstate travelers. The FHWA will give
priority consideration to candidate
projects that have already been
considered for tolling as a strategy in
their State and MPO long-range plans,
which should also take into account the
impact of tolling on local, regional, and
interstate freight movement.

D. The State plan for reconstruction
or rehabilitation of the facility using toll
revenues is reasonable. A reasonable
plan will balance the estimated sources
and uses of funds in accordance with
the requirements on toll revenue use set
forth in section 1216(b)(5) of TEA-21.
Likewise, the estimated cost of the
candidate project must be matched by a
financial plan that includes traffic and
revenue projections sufficient to secure
the needed debt component.

E. The State has given preference to
the use of a public toll agency with
demonstrated capability to build,
operate, and maintain a toll expressway
system meeting criteria for the Interstate
System. Should a State determine that
its public toll agencies lack the
capability or resources to take on the
candidate project, a public-private
partnership may well provide a viable
alternative.

F. The State has the authority
required for the project to proceed. The

lack of such authority has previously
prevented provisionally approved
projects from fully satisfying the
program criteria. The FHWA will give
priority consideration to candidate
projects that have already obtained
statutory authority to toll the candidate
project or, lacking that, demonstrate the
likelihood of obtaining the authority to
toll the candidate project as evidenced
by expressions of support for the project
from State and local governments,
community interests, and the public.
The FHWA will also give priority
consideration to candidate projects that
demonstrate the likelihood of
completing the environmental review
and permitting process under the NEPA
within 3 years of provisional approval.

In addition, the FHWA Headquarters
evaluation team will also consider the
geographic distribution of candidate
projects selected and will give priority
consideration to projects critical to the
national and regional movement of
people and goods.

F. Requirements for Provisionally
Approved Projects

Should FHWA provisionally approve
a candidate project, a State will have 3
years from the date the provisional
approval is granted in which to:

e Submit a complete application that
fully satisfies the eligibility and
selection criteria noted above
[1216(b)(6)(A)(1)].

e Complete environmental review
and permitting process under the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) for
the project [1216(b)(6)(A)(ii)].

e Execute a toll agreement
[1216(b)(6)(A)(iii)].

Further, FHWA may allow for a 1-year
extension of the provisional approval if
the State demonstrates material progress
toward implementation of the project as
evidenced by:

e Substantial progress in completing
the environmental review and
permitting process for the pilot project
under NEPA [1216(b)(6)(B)(i)].

¢ Funding and financing
commitments for the project
[1216(b)(6)(B)(ii)].

e Expressions of support for the
project from State and local
governments, community interests, and
the public [1216(b)(6)(B)(iii)].

e Submission of a facility
management plan as noted under the
eligibility criteria above
[1216(b)(6)(B)(iv)].

Given the extensive State DOT and
FHWA collaboration needed to
implement a project under the ISRRPP,
FHWA will regularly assess the progress
of each provisionally approved project.
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Should it become evident that the
project will not meet the statutory
deadline, FHWA reserves the right to
revoke the provisional approval prior to
the deadline and re-offer the program
slot to other State DOTs.

Brandye L. Hendrickson,

Acting Administrator, Federal Highway
Administration.

[FR Doc. 2017-22775 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket No. FMCSA-2017-0166]

Hours of Service of Drivers:
Application for Exemption; MBI Energy
Services (MBI)

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of final disposition;
denial of application for exemption.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces its
decision to deny the application of MBI
Energy Services (MBI) from the
requirement that a motor carrier install
and require each of its drivers to use an
electronic logging device (ELD) to
record the driver’s hours of service
(HOS) no later than December 18, 2017.
MBI had requested the exemption for all
of its vehicles equipped with a single-
passenger cab, which are used in
applications where travel is incidental
to normal work activities and which
require special oversize/overweight
permits to travel on public roads.
FMCSA has analyzed the exemption
application and public comments, and
has determined that the applicant
would not achieve a level of safety that
is equivalent to, or greater than, the
level that would be achieved absent
such exemption. FMCSA therefore
denies MBI’s application for exemption.

DATES: FMCSA denies this application
for exemption effective October 20,
2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information concerning this notice,
contact Mr. Thomas Yager, Chief,
FMCSA Driver and Carrier Operations
Division; Office of Carrier, Driver and
Vehicle Safety Standards; Telephone:
614—942-6477. Email: MCPSD@dot.gov.
If you have questions on viewing or
submitting material to the docket,
contact Docket Services, telephone (202)
366—-9826.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

FMCSA has authority under 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315 to grant exemptions
from certain Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Regulations (FMCSRs). FMCSA
must publish a notice of each exemption
request in the Federal Register (49 CFR
381.315(a)). The Agency must provide
the public an opportunity to inspect the
information relevant to the application,
including any safety analyses that have
been conducted. The Agency must also
provide an opportunity for public
comment on the request.

FMCSA reviews safety analyses and
public comments submitted, and
determines whether granting the
exemption would likely achieve a level
of safety equivalent to, or greater than,
the level that would be achieved by the
current regulation (49 CFR 381.305).
The decision of the Agency must be
published in the Federal Register (49
CFR 381.315(b)) with the reason for the
grant or denial, and, if granted, the
specific person or class of persons
receiving the exemption, and the
regulatory provision or provisions from
which exemption is granted. The notice
must also specify the effective period of
the exemption (up to 5 years), and
explain the terms and conditions of the
exemption. The exemption may be
renewed (49 CFR 381.300(b)).

Request for Exemption

MBI is a provider of water
management logistics and well-
intervention services in North Dakota,
South Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, and
Colorado. The requested exemption
would affect 65 MBI Energy Services
drivers operating 42 single-cab vehicles
classified in North Dakota as Special
Mobile Equipment (SME). These
vehicles meet the definition of a
commercial motor vehicle (CMV) in 49
CFR 390.5 and therefore are subject to
the ELD or AOBRD mandate. These
specialized vehicles perform various
work activities in an environment where
connectivity is limited, working and
road conditions are rough, and the
necessity for driving on public roads is
sporadic and incidental to the overall
work being performed. The vehicles
may sit on work locations for long
periods of time, up to weeks or even
months. These vehicles are typically
oversize and overweight, requiring
special permits for transport. Many
States do not require registration, as
they build the registration fees into the
permit process.

Examples of SMEs meeting the
definition of a CMV having a single cab
include cranes, workover rigs, and swab
units. Single cabs have reduced space

for installing rough-terrain-capable
AOBRDs or ELDs. The devices used
must be capable of satellite
communication where cell
communication is poor to non-existent.
The installation of rugged logging units,
weighing more than typical units used
in highway applications, would reduce
driver visibility in an already large
vehicle due to the limited space found
in single-cab vehicles. Additionally,
installation may require a unit being
positioned over the driver’s head,
increasing the risk of the unit falling on
the driver resulting in injury given the
rough terrain upon which the vehicles
travel or a vehicle accident involving
the travelling public.

While these vehicles normally travel
little, business demand may require MBI
vehicles to move more often than 8 days
in a 30-day period, the maximum
frequency allowed by 49 CFR
395.8(a)(1)(iii)(A)(1) for the use of paper
RODS instead of ELDs. According to
MBI, the current regulations do not
address circumstances where the
vehicle’s exemption status is sporadic in
nature, thus requiring MBI to install an
ELD to remain compliant during times
not covered by the exemption. While
alternatives exist to industrial-grade
logging units, the alternatives usually
involve cell phones or cell-capable
tablets where the terrain or remote
locations of work may inhibit logging
device communication for extended
periods of time. Many worksites
prohibit cell phone usage due to safety
concerns. Additionally, installations in
special vehicles will increase costs
substantially due to the unusual
configurations of single cab vehicles
requiring specialized wiring harnesses
and custom installation kits. MBI
requested a 5-year exemption.

Public Comments

On July 10, 2017, FMCSA published
MBI’s application for exemption and
requested public comment (82 FR
31798). The Agency received five
comments to the docket, from CMV
drivers, a Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance (CVSA) inspector, and the
Owner-Operator Independent Driver’s
Association (OOIDA). All of the
commenters opposed the MBI
application for exemption. According to
commenters, MBI's request would place
a burden on law enforcement officers in
tracking exceptions from the regulations
and open the door for other oil field
service companies and crane operating
companies to request similar exception
status. Commenters stated that the
purpose of the ELDs is to force drivers
and carriers to record their HOS
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accurately due to years of abuse by the
industry.

All comments are available for review
in the docket for this notice.

FMCSA Decision

When FMCSA published the rule
mandating ELDs, it relied upon research
indicating that the rule improves
commercial motor vehicle (CMV) safety
and reduces the overall paperwork
burden for both motor carriers and
drivers by increasing the use of ELDs
within the motor carrier industry, which
will in turn, improve compliance with
the HOS rules. The primary reason for
denial of this exemption is that MBI did
not demonstrate how, without using
ELDs, they would maintain a level of
safety equivalent to, or greater than, the
level achieved without the exemption.

For these reasons, FMCSA has denied
the applicant’s request for exemption.

Issued on: September 28, 2017.

Daphne Y. Jefferson,

Deputy Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2017-22834 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket No. FMCSA-2017-0054]

Hours of Service; United Parcel
Service Inc. Application for an
Exemption From Certain Electronic
Logging Device Requirements

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of final disposition.

SUMMARY: The Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration (FMCSA)
announces its decision to grant part of
United Parcel Service Inc.’s (UPS)
application for a limited 5-year
exemption from various provisions of
the mandate to use electronic logging
devices (ELD). FMCSA published a final
rule in December 2015 that requires
most motor carriers and drivers who are
currently required to prepare and retain
paper records of duty status (RODS) to
use ELDs for hours-of-service (HOS)
compliance effective December 18,
2017. Among other things, the
December 2015 rule requires (1) certain
data elements to be automatically
recorded when an authorized user logs
in or out of an ELD or changes duty
status, and (2) a driver’s indication of
special driving status to reset to none
(except in the case of personal use) if
the ELD or commercial motor vehicle’s
(CMV) engine goes through a power-off

cycle. FMCSA grants exemptions to
allow (1) all motor carriers and drivers
that use portable, driver-based ELDs to
record engine data only when the driver
is in a CMV and the engine is powered,
and (2) all motor carriers to configure an
ELD with a yard-move mode that does
not require a driver to re-input yard-
move status every time the tractor is
powered off. The Agency has
determined that granting these
temporary exemptions would not have
an adverse impact on safety, and that a
level of safety equivalent to or greater
than the level of safety provided by the
regulation would be maintained.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mrs.
Amina Dines, Vehicle and Roadside
Operations Division, Office of Carrier,
Driver, and Vehicle Safety, MC-PSV,
(202) 366—2782, Amina.Dines@dot.gov,
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590—
0001.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section 4007 of the Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-
21) [Pub. L. 105-178, 112 Stat. 107, 401,
June 9, 1998] amended 49 U.S.C. 31315
and 31136(e) to provide authority to
grant exemptions from the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations
(FMCSRs). On August 20, 2004, FMCSA
published a final rule (69 FR 51589)
implementing section 4007. Under this
rule, FMCSA must publish a notice of
each exemption request in the Federal
Register (49 CFR 381.315(a)). The
Agency must provide the public with an
opportunity to inspect the information
relevant to the application, including
any safety analyses that have been
conducted. The Agency must also
provide an opportunity for public
comment on the request.

The Agency reviews the safety
analyses and the public comments and
determines whether granting the
exemption would likely achieve a level
of safety equivalent to or greater than
the level that would be achieved by the
current regulation (49 CFR 381.305(a)).

The decision of the Agency must be
published in the Federal Register (49
CFR 381.315(b)). If the Agency denies
the request, it must state the reason for
doing so. If the decision is to grant the
exemption, the notice must specify the
person or class of persons receiving the
exemption and the regulatory provision
or provisions from which an exemption
is granted. The notice must specify the
effective period of the exemption (up to
5 years) and explain the terms and
conditions of the exemption. The

exemption may be renewed (49 CFR
381.315(c) and 49 CFR 381.300(b)).

UPS Application for Exemption

UPS applied for an exemption from
various provisions of 49 CFR part 395
regarding the use of ELDs. Specifically,
UPS requested a temporary exemption
(1) to allow an alternative ELD phase-in
method for fleets using compliant
automatic on-board recording devices
(AOBRDs); (2) from the requirement that
an ELD automatically record certain
data elements upon a duty-status change
when a driver is not in the vehicle; (3)
to allow ELDs to be configured with a
special driving mode for yard moves
that does not require the driver to re-
input yard move status every time the
tractor is powered off; and (4) to allow
vehicle movements of less than one mile
on UPS property by non-CDL UPS
drivers to be annotated as “on
property—other.”

On June 9, 2017, FMCSA published
notice of the UPS application and
requested public comment (82 FR
26832). FMCSA received 55 comments,
most of which opposed the exemption
on the ground that UPS should comply
with the ELD rule which it had actively
supported. Where comments focused on
a particular issue, they are addressed in
the discussions below.

1. Alternative Method of ELD Phase-In

Background

Subject to limited exceptions, section
395.8(a)(1)(i) of the FMCSRs requires
motor carriers to install and use ELDs
that comply with the technical
specifications prescribed for those
devices no later than December 18,
2017. However, section 395.8(a)(1)(ii)
allows a motor carrier that installs, and
requires its drivers to use, compliant
AOBRDs before the December 18, 2017,
compliance date to continue to use
those AOBRDs until December 16, 2019,
thereby providing a 2-year grandfather
period for devices installed prior to the
compliance date.

UPS Request
In its application, UPS states:

UPS firmly believes that the best way to
transition its operations from AOBRDs to
ELDs will be on a site-by-site basis. UPS
currently plans to convert approximately
2800 tractors at approximately 35 sites from
AOBRDs to ELDs in 2017, and plans to
convert the remaining tractors (at 141 sites)
during 2018. Deploying ELDs by site will
minimize the significant costs, including
training costs, related to moving the fleet and
workforce from AOBRDs to ELDs. A site-by-
site approach will also minimize the risk of
errors and confusion that would be
encountered if two different types of devices
were used simultaneously at a given location.
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The difficulty large motor carriers like UPS
face is with FMCSA’s decision to permit
grandfathering only on a vehicle, and not a
fleet-wide basis. UPS plans to purchase
approximately 1530 new tractors in 2018,
i.e., after the grandfathering deadline but
before the ELD implementation date for
grandfathered vehicles. Of these, 1061 will
replace existing tractors (the majority of
which are currently using AOBRDs) that have
reached the end of life, and 469 will be new
tractors to accommodate projected growth.
These new tractors will be delivered to UPS
facilities across the country consistent with
operational needs. At a typical location,
approximately 12 percent of tractors would
be newly purchased.

If no temporary exemption were granted,
large carriers would be required to use ELDs
in all of the new tractors delivered after 12/
18/2017. The result would be that UPS
facilities that had not been converted as of
that date would have both vehicles using
AOBRDs and vehicles using ELDs at the same
time.

Based on the above, UPS requests an
exemption from section 395.8(a)(1)(i) to
allow the installation of AOBRDs on
new truck tractors delivered to UPS
sites after the December 18, 2017
compliance date, where the existing
vehicles at that site are equipped with
compliant AOBRDs. UPS believes that
using a site-based approach, as
described above, will (1) eliminate
confusion on the part of drivers and
other personnel that would result from
using both ELDs and AOBRDs at the
same location, and (2) avoid operational
and potential enforcement issues that
could arise from a driver using different
types of devices to record hours of
service over a given period of time. UPS
states that under the proposed
temporary exemption, all vehicles will
be fully ELD-compliant by the
expiration date of the AOBRD
grandfather period specified in section
395.8(a)(1)(ii), December 16, 2019.

Public Comments

The Agency received four comments,
two supporting the proposed alternative
method of ELD phase-in and two
opposing it.

Saucon Technologies (Saucon), an
ELD developer, states that “[clompanies
who have been using AOBRD devices
for years before the ELD final rule was
published have been operating ‘ahead of
the safety curve,” using technology
identified by FMCSA as a safety
enhancer, before being required to do
so. Requiring these early adopters of
safety technology to have a ‘mixed fleet’
of AOBRD and ELD will present a
hardship to these operators.”
Specifically, Saucon contends that for
fleets required to operate with both
AOBRDs and ELDs, ensuring (1) that
drivers are properly trained on both

systems, and (2) that administrators
properly manage the auditing of logs on
both systems ““creates a burden for these
operators with little to no additional
safety benefit resulting from that
burden.”

Saucon also states that since ELD
manufacturers not only provide the
product (AOBRD and ELD), but also the
back-office system support for operators
transitioning to using ELDs in a
compliant manner, “[h]aving to support
the same customer through two
regulations within their fleet would
burden ELD manufacturers as much as
the operators.”

Both Saucon and YRC Worldwide
(YRCW), a holding company for a
portfolio of less-than-truckload
companies including YRC Freight, YRC
Reimer, Holland, Reddaway, and New
Penn, commented that allowing a
complete transition from AOBRDs to
ELDs will provide for more operational
accuracy than having drivers operate
some vehicles equipped with AOBRDs
and others equipped with ELDs.

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association (OOIDA), a trade
association representing the views of
small-business truckers and professional
truck drivers in all 50 states and
Canada, stated that UPS’s proposed
alternative phase-in period “is a drastic
change from their 2011 comments that
believed, ‘a single compliance date is
superior to any phase-in schedule
because it minimizes the potential for
confusion.” However, OOIDA states that
UPS raised “‘a credible concern
involving drivers that will be forced to
use different vehicles with both
Automatic On-Board Recorders (AOBR)
and ELDs,” and that the ‘“‘lack of
specifics regarding interoperability is
leading to great uncertainty among all
stakeholders and will cause confusion
during roadside inspections for drivers,
enforcement, and ELD and AOBRD
vendors.” Despite the above, OOIDA
states that “UPS does not explicitly
explain how they would achieve a level
of safety that is equivalent to or greater
than, the level of safety that would be
obtained by complying with the
regulation,” and that “[a]n exemption
should not be granted merely because it
is inconvenient or it puts a burden on
the petitioner.”

An individual noted that UPS should
have better prepared for this deadline,
especially since it is the largest trucking
entity in the United States, and has been
aware of this mandate since its
inception.

FMCSA Decision

Section 395.8(a)(1)(ii) of the FMCSRs
states, ““A motor carrier that installs and

requires a driver to use an automatic on-
board recording device in accordance
with § 395.15 before December 18, 2017
may continue to use the compliant
automatic on-board recording device no
later than December 16, 2019.” FMCSA
has published a series of frequently
asked questions (FAQ) on its Web site
intended to provide plain language
information regarding the December
2015 ELD rule. These FAQs do not
modify or replace applicable FMCSA
regulations or standards. Specifically
with respect to the UPS request for an
alternative phase-in for fleets using
compliant AOBRDs, Question 7 of the
“Voluntary Usage and Compliance
Phases” section of the FAQs states:

Question: According to § 395.8, if a motor
carrier “installs and requires a driver to use
an AOBRD. . .before December 18, 2017
they may continue to use the AOBRD until
December 16, 2019.” Does this mean I can
move an AOBRD from one vehicle to another
after December 18, 20177

Response: If your operation uses AOBRDs
before December 18, 2017, and you replace
vehicles in your fleet you can install an
AOBRD that was used in the previous CMV.
However, you may not purchase and install
anew AOBRD in a vehicle after December
18, 2017.

Thus, the 1,061 new tractors that UPS
plans to purchase after the December 18,
2017 “grandfathering” deadline to
replace existing tractors that are
currently equipped with AOBRDs will
be permitted to utilize the AOBRDs
from the replaced vehicles until
December 16, 2019. However, the
remaining 469 new tractors that will be
purchased to accommodate projected
growth will be required to be equipped
with ELDs in accordance with section
395.8(a)(1)(d).

FMCSA decided not to require full
interoperability between all ELDs (and
AOBRDs) in the final rule because while
full interoperability would have some
benefits, it would also be complicated
and costly. FMCSA recognizes that a
motor carrier, including UPS, may need
to support a mix of both AOBRD and
ELD systems within its fleet for a
limited time until the carrier can fully
implement ELDs in all its vehicles. As
noted in the final rule, if a driver uses
multiple ELD or AOBRD systems that
are not compatible (e.g., the data file
from one system cannot be uploaded
into the other system), the driver must
either manually enter the missing duty
status information or provide a printout
from the other system so that an
accurate accounting of the duty status
for the current and previous 7 days is
available for authorized safety officials.

Based on the above, FMCSA denies
UPS’s request to allow an alternative



Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017/ Notices

48885

ELD phase-in method for fleets using
compliant AOBRDs.

2. Recording of Data Elements When a
Driver Has a Change in Duty Status or
Logs In/Logs Out of an ELD While
Outside the Vehicle

Background

An ELD automatically records the
following data elements: (1) Date; (2)
Time; (3) CMV geographic location
information; (4) Engine hours; (5)
Vehicle miles; (6) Driver or
authenticated user identification data;
(7) Vehicle identification data; and (8)
Motor carrier identification data. In
addition, an ELD is required to
automatically record a number of the
data elements specified above at certain
events, to include (1) when a driver
indicates a change of duty status under
section 395.24(b) (see section 395.26(c)),
and (2) when an authorized user logs
into or out of an ELD (see section
395.26(g)).

UPS Request
In its application, UPS states:

All UPS drivers are covered under a
bargaining unit agreement between the
Teamsters Union and UPS. Under that
agreement, UPS drivers are, for the most part,
paid by the hour. UPS drivers use electronic
devices and punch in for work on those
devices while they are still in the dispatch
building. They then walk to their vehicle and
inspect the vehicle prior to moving the
tractor. Upon implementation of the ELD rule
UPS will be using FMCSR-compliant
portable, driver-based ELD devices.

Similarly, at the end of a work day all UPS
drivers walk from their vehicles to a UPS
dispatch office and then clock out using the
AOBRD devices once all work is done. UPS
drivers perform many other duties away from
the tractor including training, attending
safety meetings and working in the facility.
In a typical UPS location, UPS drivers spend
an average of 24 minutes prior to entering the
vehicle and 22 minutes after exiting the
vehicle on the clock. Significantly, in many
situations the vehicle an employee will be, or
was, using will be occupied by another
employee while the employee is still on duty
for UPS.

UPS cannot both comply with the
requirement that an ELD record tractor data
when a driver logs in or out (or otherwise
changes duty status while outside of the
vehicle) and also comply with our bargaining
unit contract and pay guidelines for our
drivers.

UPS requests an exemption from the
requirement to record the specific data
elements identified in sections 395.26(c)
and 395.26(g) if the driver is not in the
vehicle when (1) the driver indicates a
change of duty status, or (2) an
authorized user logs into or out of an
ELD, respectively. Instead, to assure
accurate recording of on-duty, not

driving time, UPS proposes that it will
‘““systematically annotate that the driver
was performing other work.” UPS
believes that the proposed exemption
“will have no impact on the recordation
of driving time” as all required vehicle
data will be recorded when the driver is
in the vehicle, and ‘“‘the tractor data that
would not be recorded when the driver
is not in the vehicle is not relevant to
assessing the accurate recordation of
‘on-duty, not driving’ time.”

Public Comments

The Agency received one comment in
support of allowing motor carriers that
use portable, driver-based ELDs to
record engine data only while the driver
is in a CMV. YRCW stated that
“[s]limilar to UPS, drivers at our
operating companies are covered by a
collective bargaining agreement. Our
drivers perform a variety of other duties
as they begin and end their day at a
company terminal. We support the UPS
request for an annotation ‘driver was
performing other work.””

FMCSA Decision

Because the December 2015 rule
provides a performance-based standard
for ELDs, motor carriers have a number
of options to choose from the market
place of ELD providers. This includes
portable units that stay with the driver,
as well as units that are installed in and
stay with the vehicle. In its application,
UPS notes that “[u]pon implementation
of the ELD rule UPS will be using
FMCSR-compliant portable, driver-
based ELD devices.”

The ELD functions required by the
rule are limited to automatically
recording all driving time, and
intermittently recording certain other
information—including recording
specified data elements when a driver
changes duty status (section 395.26(c))
and logs in/logs out of an ELD (section
395.26(g)). For ELDs that are physically
installed in a vehicle, drivers typically
log in/log out of the ELD or change duty
status while the vehicle is powered, and
the required data elements in section
395.26 are readily recorded by the ELD
because the ELD is synchronized with
the engine’s electronic control module
(ECM). However, in situations where a
driver is using a portable, driver-based
ELD, a driver will typically log in/log
out or change duty status in the ELD at
a location away from the vehicle (i.e., in
the dispatch office as described by
UPS), prior to preparing to drive the
vehicle and without the vehicle being
powered. In these situations, FMCSA
agrees that it is not practicable for the
ELD to automatically record the data
elements required by section 395.26(c)

and section 395.26(g), as the ELD is not
synchronized with the engine’s ECM at
that point. In the final rule, FMCSA
stated “FMCSA clarifies that the ECM
data or ECM connectivity data must
only be captured when the engine is
powered, but the ELD is not prohibited
from recording information, if desired,
when the engine is off.”

Based on the above, FMCSA agrees
that it is not necessary for portable,
driver-based ELDs to record the data
elements required in section 395.26(c)
and section 395.26(g) when the driver is
not in the CMV, with the engine
powered. In instances where a driver
using a portable, driver-based ELD logs
in/logs out or changes duty status away
from the vehicle and without the
vehicle powered, the driver will simply
annotate the ELD record to indicate the
appropriate duty status in accordance
with section 395.30. Any time the driver
is in the vehicle and the vehicle is
powered, the portable, driver-based ELD
is required to automatically record the
data elements specified in section
395.26. FMCSA agrees that safety will
not be diminished because (1) there will
be no impact on the recordation of
driving time, and (2) the data elements
that will not be recorded by the ELD at
a change of duty status or log on/log out
of the ELD while away from the vehicle
are not critical if the driver properly
annotates the ELD record to indicate the
proper duty status as required.

3. Special Driving Mode for Yard Moves

Background

Section 395.28(a) of the FMCSRs
permits a motor carrier to configure an
ELD to authorize a driver to indicate
that the driver is operating a CMV under
certain special driving categories,
including (1) authorized personal use,
and (2) and yard moves. Section
395.28(a)(2) requires a driver to select
the applicable special driving category
on the ELD before starting operations in
that status, and to deselect it when the
indicated status ends. Section
4.3.2.2.2(e) of Appendix A to Subpart B
of part 395 requires a driver to reset his/
her yard-move status to none if the ELD
or CMV’s engine goes through a power-
off cycle (ELD or CMV’s engine turns off
and then on).

UPS Request
In its application, UPS states:

UPS is requesting a temporary exemption
to allow a special driving mode for yard
moves that will not require a driver to
repeatedly indicate that status.

Most of UPS’s feeder drivers are required
to complete yard moves as part of their
scheduled work. This entails the driver
moving trailers that are already sitting



48886

Federal Register/Vol. 82, No. 202/Friday, October 20, 2017/ Notices

uncoupled on a yard as well as coupling or
uncoupling inbound and outbound trailers.
Not only do feeder drivers perform yard
moves at the beginning or end of trips, they
sometimes are assigned to yard duty for a
portion of their shifts, which can entail
moving as many as 10 loads per hour within
the yard.

As a safety precaution, UPS requires our
drivers to remove the keys each time they
exit the tractor. Consistent with this
requirement, they driver will power the
tractor down to couple a trailer and then
power the tractor down again to uncouple.
An average UPS site has over 100 drivers,
with the majority of drivers completing
several yard moves in the course of a day.
The ELD rule would require drivers to
manually change duty status twice for every
move they complete in the yard, which could
mean entering manual changes as many as 20
times in an hour. The average UPS RODS
driver completes a minimum of 9 yard moves
per day. This will impose costs on UPS in
time spent by drivers manually inputting the
yard move mode. UPS estimates that the
yearly cost to UPS for a single button push
(.35 sec) at each of these yard move ignition
cycles would come to approximately
$460,000. In addition, driver and
administrative time would need to be spent
reconciling records if drivers fail to
appropriately record yard move time.

Based on the above, UPS requests an
exemption from section 395.28(a)(2)(i)
to allow its drivers to select “yard
move” status and remain in that status
even if the vehicle’s ignition is cycled
off and back on. Under the proposed
temporary exemption, and assuming
that the driver does not go off duty after
performing the yard moves, UPS states
that the ELD would switch to a
“driving” duty status under section
395.24 if (1) the driver inputs “driving,”
(2) the vehicle exceeds 20 mph, or (3)
the vehicle exits the geo-fenced yard.
UPS notes that there is a posted speed
limit of 15 mph on all of its yards, and
that it already uses the proposed 20
mph threshold described above to
trigger a designation of “driving” duty
status in its AOBRDs as a means to
identify drivers who do not manually
annotate their departure from a UPS

property.
Public Comments

The Agency received three comments,
two supporting and one opposing the
yard-move exemption.

Saucon stated that “‘[m]any motor
coach operators have also requested to
be able to use Yard Move within a geo-
fenced area, then ‘automatically’ ending
that yard move once the vehicle has left
the area, and changing the driver’s
status to driving. We agree that this
would help motor carriers manage Yard
Moves.” Saucon agreed ““that it would
be wise to consider alternative ways to
allow motor carriers to manage yard

move, without relying on drivers to

push the button to end it,” but noted
that it did not necessarily fully agree
with the solutions proposed by UPS.

YRCW “‘supports the UPS request to
allow drivers to select ‘yard move’
status and stay in that mode even if the
vehicle is cycled off or if the driver
changes yard vehicles. This will
eliminate unnecessary multiple entries
as drivers have duties to couple and
uncouple trailers in company yards that
sometimes involve vehicle shut downs
or vehicle changes.”

OOIDA opposed all elements of the
exemption request, including the yard-
moves provision, but it agreed that the
ELD rule imposes unnecessary costs and
burdens on all drivers and carriers, not
just on UPS.

FMCSA Decision

The yard-moves issue was raised by
Omnitracs in comments to the
supplemental notice of proposed
rulemaking that preceded the December
2015 ELD final rule. While Omnitracs
agreed with resetting the special driving
situation to “none” if the ELD or CMV’s
engine goes through a power-off cycle,
it suggested that the same confirmation
be allowed during yard driving that is
allowed for authorized personal use of
the CMV. Omnitracs stated that doing so
would enable the driver to turn off the
engine when connecting or
disconnecting a trailer when operating
within a company’s facility without the
requirement to re-enter the annotation
of yard driving each time the engine
goes through a power cycle. In response,
FMCSA stated “The Agency feels that
the allowance of multiple power off
cycles would not provide a substantive
reduction in inputs required by the
driver during yard moves. In addition,
this may create a potential for misuse of
the off-duty yard-move status.”

In its application, UPS stated that the
average UPS RODS driver completes a
minimum of 9 yard moves per day, and
given that a driver is required to
manually enter the beginning and end of
each yard move on the ELD, a driver
could be required to enter manual
changes of duty status as many as 20
times in an hour. Based on the
information provided by UPS, and
despite the Agency’s response to
Omnitrac’s comment in the December
2015 final rule, FMCSA believes that
allowing multiple power-off cycles for
yard moves can substantially reduce the
inputs required by the driver in certain
operations. Further, UPS provided a
series of proposed controls to ensure
that the ELD will switch from “yard
move” status to “driving” status;
namely, if (1) the driver inputs the

“driving” mode; (2) the vehicle exceeds
a speed of 20 mph; or (3) the vehicle
exits the geo-fenced UPS yard.
Implementation and adherence to these
controls will help ensure that there is no
misuse of the off-duty yard-move status.

Based on the above, FMCSA agrees
that permitting all motor carriers to
configure ELDs with a yard-move mode
that does not require a driver to re-input
yard move status every time the tractor
is powered off will ensure that drivers
operating under the yard-move status
will achieve a level of safety that is
equivalent to or greater than the level
that would be obtained under the
regulation. Allowing multiple power-off
cycles for yard moves is consistent with
what is currently permitted for the other
special driving category, personal
conveyance.

4. Exempt Employees Operating CMVs
While on Motor Carrier Property

Background

Section 395.26(h) of the FMCSRs
requires an ELD to automatically record
certain data elements when a CMV’s
engine is powered on or off.

UPS Request
In its application, UPS states:

In addition to its drivers, UPS currently
employs 1434 people that wash or fuel
vehicles. In the course of performing their
duties, most of these employees operate
vehicles in our fleet, but this operation is
strictly limited to movements within UPS
yards. A fuel employee will fuel as many as
60 vehicles during a shift.

Because they do not operate commercial
motor vehicles on highways/public roads,
UPS’s wash and fuel employees are not
“drivers” and, in turn, are not required to
comply with the hours of service rules. . .

The final ELD rule requires that the ELD
automatically record certain data when a
CMV’s engine is powered up or powered
down. See § 395.26(h). Because UPS will be
using portable, driver-based ELDs, there will
not be ELDs permanently installed in UPS
vehicles. Therefore, insofar as the ELD
regulations would require recordation of
engine data for in yard operation of UPS
vehicles by non-driver employees, that
requirement would impose a significant
burden on UPS. While it would be possible
to provide these employees with portable
ELDs to record engine data, doing so would
be extremely costly. In addition to
purchasing devices for each of these
employees, UPS would have to purchase and
maintain secure cabinets to store and charge
these devices. In addition, UPS would have
to develop a solution to reconcile these hours
in a live environment. UPS would also have
to employ individuals to annotate logs for
data that was not reconciled.

UPS requests an exemption from
section 395.26, and proposes to allow an
alternative approach to track vehicle
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usage by wash and fuel employees on
UPS property. Specifically, UPS
proposes that vehicle movements of less
than 1 mile by these exempt employees,
entirely on UPS property, be annotated
on an ELD as “on property—other.”
UPS states that these miles could be
easily identified using geo-fencing and
time-card information for road drivers
and other employees.

Public Comments

The Agency received one comment in
support of an alternative approach to
tracking vehicle usage by non-driver
employees when the company uses
portable, driver-based ELDs.

YRCW stated that ““[s]imilar to UPS,
YRCW companies have exempt
employees who move vehicles short
distances for fueling, washing and
maintenance. As UPS notes these miles
are within a company facility and could
easily be captured by geo-fencing
applications.”

FMCSA Decision

Because UPS wash and fuel
employees do not operate CMVs on
public roads they are not subject to the
HOS regulations. Accordingly, the UPS
wash and fuel employees do not need to
use ELDs, and no temporary exemption
is necessary.

Terms and Conditions for the
Exemptions

Based on its evaluation of the UPS
application for exemption, FMCSA has
decided to grant the following
exemptions:

1. All motor carriers and drivers using
portable, driver-based ELDs are exempt
from the requirements of section
395.26(c) and section 395.26(g) unless
the driver is in the CMV with the engine
powered. When a driver using a
portable, driver-based ELD changes duty
status or logs in/logs out of the ELD
away from the vehicle and without the
vehicle powered, the driver is required
to annotate the ELD record to indicate
the appropriate duty status in
accordance with section 395.30. When
the driver is in the CMV, and the CMV
is powered, the portable, driver-based
ELD is required to automatically record
the data elements specified in section
395.26.

2. A motor carrier is permitted to
configure an ELD so that a driver can
select ““yard moves” in accordance with
section 395.28(a)(1)(ii) without
complying with Section 4.3.2.2.2(e) of
Appendix A to Subpart B of part 395,
which requires a driver’s yard-move
status to reset to none if the ELD or
CMV’s engine goes through a power-off
cycle (ELD or CMV’s engine turns off

and then on). However, the ELD must
switch from “yard move” status to
“driving” status if (1) the driver inputs
the “driving” mode; (2) the vehicle
exceeds a speed of 20 mph; or (3) the
vehicle exits a geo-fenced motor carrier
facility. For the reasons discussed
above, FMCSA believes that the level of
safety that will be achieved with the
exemptions will likely be equivalent to,
or greater than, the level of safety
achieved without the exemptions.

FMCSA hereby grants the exemptions
for a 5-year period, beginning October
20, 2017 and ending October 20, 2022.

The exemptions will be valid for five
years unless rescinded earlier by
FMCSA. The exemptions will be
rescinded if: (1) Motor carriers and/or
drivers fail to comply with the terms
and conditions of the exemptions; (2)
the exemptions have resulted in a lower
level of safety than was maintained
before they were granted; or (3)
continuation of the exemptions would
not be consistent with the goals and
objectives of 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315(b).

Interested parties possessing
information that would demonstrate
that motor carriers or drivers
participating in either of the exemptions
are not achieving the requisite statutory
level of safety should immediately
notify FMCSA. The Agency will
evaluate any such information and, if
safety is being compromised or if the
continuation of the exemption is not
consistent with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
311315(b), will take immediate steps to
revoke the exemption.

Preemption

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31313(d), as implemented by 49 CFR
381.600, during the period these
exemptions are in effect, no State shall
enforce any law or regulation applicable
to interstate commerce that conflicts
with or is inconsistent with the
exemptions with respect to a firm or
person operating under the exemptions.
States may, but are not required to,
adopt the same exemptions with respect
to operations in intrastate commerce.

Issued on: September 29, 2017.
Daphne Y. Jefferson,
Deputy Administrator.
[FR Doc. 2017-22833 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket No. FMCSA-2013-0275]

Hours of Service of Drivers: U.S.
Department of Defense (DOD);
Application for Renewal of Exemption

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of renewal of exemption;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces its
decision to renew the U.S. Department
of Defense (DOD) Military Surface
Deployment and Distribution
Command’s (SDDC) exemption from the
minimum 30-minute rest break
provision of the Agency’s hours-of-
service (HOS) regulations for
commercial motor vehicle (CMV)
drivers contracted by SDDC for special
activities. SDDC currently holds an
exemption valid through October 27,
2018. The exemption renewal is for five
years and allows SDDC contracted-
drivers to use 30 minutes or more of
attendance time to meet the HOS rest
break requirements, provided they do
not perform any other work during the
break. The terms and conditions of the
current exemption remain in place for
the five-year period.

DATES: The renewed exemption is
effective through October 21, 2023.
Comments must be received on or
before November 20, 2017.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Federal Docket
Management System Number FMCSA-
2013-0275 by any of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

e Fax:1-202-493-2251.

e Mail: Docket Management Facility,
U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., West Building,
Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery or Courier: West
Building, Ground Floor, Room W12—
140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.,
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. E.T., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the Agency name and docket
number. For detailed instructions on
submitting comments and additional
information on the exemption process,
see the Public Participation heading
below. Note that all comments received
will be posted without change to
www.regulations.gov, including any
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personal information provided. Please
see the Privacy Act heading below.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to
www.regulations.gov at any time and in
the box labeled “SEARCH for” enter
FMCSA-2013-0275 and click on the tab
labeled “SEARCH.”

Privacy Act: In accordance with 5
U.S.C. 553(c), DOT solicits comments
from the public to better inform its
rulemaking process. DOT posts these
comments, without edit, including any
personal information the commenter
provides, to www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at www.dot.gov/privacy.

Public Participation: The Federal
eRulemaking Portal is available 24
hours each day, 365 days each year. You
can get electronic submission and
retrieval help and guidelines under the
“help” section of the Federal
eRulemaking Portal Web site. If you
want us to notify you that we received
your comments, please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope or
postcard, or print the acknowledgement
page that appears after submitting
comments online.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Thomas Yager, Chief, FMCSA Driver
and Carrier Operations Division; Office
of Carrier, Driver and Vehicle Safety
Standards; Telephone: 614—942-6477.
Email: MCPSD@dot.gov. If you have
questions on viewing or submitting
material to the docket, contact Docket
Services, telephone (202) 366—9826.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Public Participation and Request for
Comments

FMCSA encourages you to participate
by submitting comments and related
materials.

Submitting Comments

If you submit a comment, please
include the docket number for this
notice (FMCSA—-2013-0275), indicate
the specific section of this document to
which the comment applies, and
provide a reason for suggestions or
recommendations. You may submit
your comments and material online or
by fax, mail, or hand delivery, but
please use only one of these means.
FMCSA recommends that you include
your name and a mailing address, an
email address, or a phone number in the
body of your document so the Agency
can contact you if it has questions
regarding your submission.

To submit your comment online, go to
www.regulations.gov and put the docket

number, “FMCSA-2013-0275" in the
“Keyword” box, and click “Search.”
When the new screen appears, click on
“Comment Now!”” button and type your
comment into the text box in the
following screen. Choose whether you
are submitting your comment as an
individual or on behalf of a third party
and then submit. If you submit your
comments by mail or hand delivery,
submit them in an unbound format, no
larger than 82 by 11 inches, suitable for
copying and electronic filing. If you
submit comments by mail and would
like to know that they reached the
facility, please enclose a stamped, self-
addressed postcard or envelope. FMCSA
will consider all comments and material
received during the comment period
and may continue this exemption or not
based on your comments.

II. Legal Basis

FMCSA has authority under 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315 to grant exemptions
from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations. FMCSA must publish a
notice of each exemption request in the
Federal Register (49 CFR 381.315(a)).
The Agency must provide the public an
opportunity to inspect the information
relevant to the application, including
any safety analyses that have been
conducted. The Agency must also
provide an opportunity for public
comment on the request.

The Agency reviews the safety
analyses and the public comments, and
determines whether granting the
exemption would likely achieve a level
of safety equivalent to, or greater than,
the level that would be achieved by the
current regulation (49 CFR 381.305).
The decision of the Agency must be
published in the Federal Register (49
CFR 381.315(b)) with the reason for the
grant or denial, and, if granted, the
specific person or class of persons
receiving the exemption, and the
regulatory provision or provisions from
which exemption is granted. The notice
must also specify the effective period of
the exemption (up to 5 years), and
explain the terms and conditions of the
exemption. The exemption may be
renewed (49 CFR 381.300(b)).

III. Background

On December 27, 2011 (76 FR 81133),
FMCSA published a final rule amending
its HOS regulations for drivers of
property-carrying CMVs. The final rule
adopted several changes to the HOS
regulations including a new provision
requiring drivers to take a rest break of
at least 30 minutes during the work day
under certain circumstances.

FMCSA did not specify when drivers
must take the break, but the rule

requires that they wait no longer than 8
hours after the last off-duty period of 30
minutes or more to take it if they want
to drive a CMV. Drivers who already
take shorter breaks during the work day
could comply with the rule by
extending one of those breaks to 30
minutes. The new requirement took
effect on July 1, 2013.

IV. Application for Renewal Exemption

The SDDC manages the motor carrier
industry contracts for the DOD. Certain
motor carriers under contract to the
SDDC provide protective services while
transporting weapons, munitions, and
sensitive/classified cargo.

SDDC'’s initial exemption application
for relief from the HOS rest break
requirement was submitted in 2013; a
copy of the application is in the docket
identified at the beginning of this
notice. That application describes fully
the nature of the operations of SDDC’s
contracted drivers. FMCSA published a
notice granting the exemption request
on October 28, 2013 (effective October
22), and made it valid through October
21, 2015 (78 FR 64265). The Agency
renewed the exemption on October 7,
2015 (80 FR 60740), with an expiration
date of October 21, 2017. However,
section 5206(b)(2)(A) of the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation
(FAST) Act extended any HOS
exemption in effect on the date of
enactment of that Act for a period of 5
years from the date the exemption was
granted. Because section 1003 of the
FAST Act made the provisions of
Division A (which includes section
5206) retroactively effective to October
1, 2015, the original SDDC exemption,
valid through October 21, 2015, was
extended by operation of law for 5 years
from the date it was granted, in other
words through October 21, 2018.

The SDDC requests renewal of a
limited exemption from the HOS
regulation pertaining to rest breaks [49
CFR 395.3(a)(3)(ii)] to allow SDDC-
contracted drivers providing dual
driver-protective services to be treated
the same as drivers transporting
explosives. As provided in § 395.1(q),
operators of CMVs carrying Division 1.1,
1.2, or 1.3 explosives subject to the
requirement for a minimum 30-minute
rest break in Section 395.3(a)(3)(ii) may
use 30 minutes or more of “‘attendance
time” to meet the requirement for a rest

break.

V. Method To Ensure an Equivalent or
Greater Level of Safety

SDDC states that it requires
continuous attendance and surveillance
of such shipments until they reach their
final destination. SDDC states that it has
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instituted several technical and
administrative controls to ensure the
efficient transportation of cargo
requiring protective services, controls
that would remain in effect under the
requested exemption. They include the
following:

¢ Conducting review of carrier
compliance requirements and
procedures for moving hazardous cargo.

¢ Evaluating carrier authority to
operate on United States roadways.

¢ Evaluating carrier compliance with
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration’s Compliance Safety
Accountability Program Safety
Measurement System standards.

e Providing over-the-road vehicle
surveillance.

¢ Inspecting carrier facilities and
corporate headquarters for compliance
with DOD and DOT standards.

Further details regarding SDDC’s
safety controls can be found in its initial
application for exemption. The
application can be accessed in the
docket identified at the beginning of this
notice. SDDC asserts that granting the
exemption would allow driver teams to
manage their en route rest periods
efficiently and also perform mandated
shipment security surveillance,
resulting in both safe driving
performance and greater security of
cargo during long-distance trips.

SDDC anticipates no safety impacts
from this exemption and believes that
its contract employee drivers should be
allowed to follow the requirements in
§395.1(q) when transporting shipments
of sensitive DOD cargo. SDDC believes
that shipments made under the
requested exemption would achieve a
level of safety and security that is at
least equivalent to that which would be
obtained by following the normal break
requirement in § 395.3(a)(3)(ii).

SDDC indicated that approximately
1,942 power units and 3,000 drivers
would be covered by the exemption.
The renewed exemption is effective for
5 years, the maximum period allowed
by § 381.300.

VI. Terms of the Exemption

1. Drivers authorized by SDDC to
utilize the exemption renewal, must
have a copy of the exemption document
in their possession while operating
under the terms of the exemption. The
exemption document must be presented
to law enforcement officials upon
request.

2. All motor carriers operating under
this exemption must have a
“Satisfactory” safety rating with
FMCSA, or be “‘unrated;” motor carriers
with “Conditional” or “Unsatisfactory”

FMCSA safety ratings are prohibited
from using this exemption.

Period of the Exemption

The exemption from the requirements
of 49 CFR 395.3(a)(3)(ii) is effective from
12:01 a.m., October 22, 2018, through
11:59 p.m., October 21, 2023.

Extent of the Exemption

The exemption is restricted to SDDC’s
contract driver-employees transporting
security-sensitive materials. This
exemption is limited to the provisions
of 49 CFR 395.3(a)(3)(ii) and allows
contract driver-employees transporting
security-sensitive materials to be treated
the same as drivers transporting
explosives, as provided in Section
395.1(q). These drivers are required to
comply with all other applicable
provisions of the FMCSRs.

Preemption

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31313(d), as implemented by 49 CFR
381.600, during the period this
exemption is in effect, no State shall
enforce any law or regulation applicable
to interstate commerce that conflicts
with or is inconsistent with this
exemption with respect to a firm or
person operating under the exemption.
States may, but are not required to,
adopt the same exemption with respect
to operations in intrastate commerce.

FMCSA Accident Notification

SDDC must notify FMCSA within 5
business days of any accidents (as
defined by 49 CFR 390.5) involving the
operation of any of its CMVs while
utilizing this exemption. The
notification must be by email to
MCPSD@DOT.GOV, and include the
following information:

a. Name of the Exemption: “SDDC”,

b. Date of the accident,

c. City or town, and State, in which
the accident occurred, or which is
closest to the scene of the accident,

d. Driver’s name and driver’s license
State, number, and class,

e. Co-Driver’s name and driver’s
license State, number, and class,

f. Vehicle company number and
power unit license plate State and
number,

g. Number of individuals suffering
physical injury,

h. Number of fatalities,

i. The police-reported cause of the
accident,

j. Whether the driver was cited for
violation of any traffic laws, or motor
carrier safety regulations, and

k. The total driving time and the total
on-duty time of the CMV driver at the
time of the accident.

In addition, if there are any injuries or
fatalities, the carrier must forward the
police accident report to MCPSD@
DOT.GOV as soon as available.

Termination

The FMCSA does not believe the
drivers covered by this exemption will
experience any deterioration of their
safety record. However, should this
occur, FMCSA will take all steps
necessary to protect the public interest,
including revocation or restriction of the
exemption. The FMCSA will
immediately revoke or restrict the
exemption for failure to comply with its
terms and conditions.

Issued on: October 16, 2017.
Daphne Y. Jefferson,
Deputy Administrator.
[FR Doc. 2017-22832 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket No. FMCSA-2014-0406]

Commercial Driver’s License
Standards: Application for Exemption;
C.R. England

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of final disposition; grant
of application for exemption.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces its
decision to re-affirm renewal of an
exemption granted to C.R. England from
the regulation that requires a
commercial learner’s permit (CLP)
holder to be accompanied by a
commercial driver’s license (CDL)
holder with the proper CDL class and
endorsements, seated in the front seat of
the vehicle while the CLP holder
performs behind-the-wheel training on
public roads or highways. Under this
exemption, a CLP holder who has
documentation of passing the CDL skills
test may drive a commercial motor
vehicle (CMV) for C.R. England without
being accompanied by a CDL holder in
the front seat of the vehicle. The
exemption enables CLP holders to drive
as part of a team like other C.R. England
team drivers. FMCSA has analyzed the
public comments in response to the
exemption renewal and has determined
that the renewed exemption, subject to
the terms and conditions imposed, will
likely achieve a level of safety that is
equivalent to, or greater than, the level
that would be achieved absent such
exemption.
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DATES: The exemption is effective from
June 13, 2017, through June 12, 2022.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Thomas Yager, Chief, FMCSA Driver
and Carrier Operations Division; Office
of Carrier, Driver and Vehicle Safety
Standards; Telephone: 614—942-6477.
Email: MCPSD@dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

FMCSA has authority under 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315 to grant exemptions
from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations. FMCSA must publish a
notice of each exemption request in the
Federal Register (49 CFR 381.315(a)).
The Agency must provide the public an
opportunity to inspect the information
relevant to the application, including
any safety analyses that have been
conducted. The Agency must also
provide an opportunity for public
comment on the request.

The Agency reviews the safety
analyses and the public comments, and
determines whether granting the
exemption would likely achieve a level
of safety equivalent to, or greater than,
the level that would be achieved by the
current regulation (49 CFR 381.305).
The decision of the Agency must be
published in the Federal Register (49
CFR 381.315(b)) with the reason for the
grant or denial, and, if granted, the
specific person or class of persons
receiving the exemption, and the
regulatory provision or provisions from
which exemption is granted. The notice
must also specify the effective period of
the exemption (up to 5 years), and
explain the terms and conditions of the
exemption. The exemption may be
renewed (49 CFR 381.300(b)).

Request for Exemption Renewal

C.R. England’s initial exemption
application from the provisions of 49
CFR 383.25(a)(1) was submitted in 2014;
a copy is in the docket identified at the
beginning of this notice. The 2014
application described fully the nature of
the C.R. England operations and CMV
drivers. The exemption was granted on
June 11, 2015 (80 FR 33329) and
renewed for 5 years on June 12, 2017 (82
FR 26975).

The exemption excuses C.R. England
from the requirement that a driver
accompanying a CLP holder must be
physically present at all times in the
front seat of a CMV, on the condition
that the CLP holder has successfully
passed an approved CDL skills test. C.R.
England’s 2014 application argued that
the existing requirement is inefficient
and unproductive, as the company must
incur added expense to send the driver

to his or her home State to collect a CDL
document. C.R. England believed that
FMCSA should renew the exemption for
an additional 5-year period because it
results in safer drivers. It allows C.R.
England to foster a more productive and
efficient training environment by
allowing CLP holders to hone their
recently acquired driving skills through
on-the-job training and to begin earning
an income right away, producing
immediate benefits for the driver, the
carrier, and the economy as a whole.

Public Comments

In response to the notice renewing the
exemption, the Agency received six
docket comments from truck drivers,
driver-trainers, and other individuals,
all opposing that decision. These
respondents do not believe that it is safe
for a CLP holder to operate a CMV
without the supervision of a CDL driver-
trainer in the front seat of the vehicle.

FMCSA Response and Decision

The premise of respondents opposing
the exemption is that CLP holders lack
experience and are safer drivers when
observed by a CDL driver-trainer who is
on duty and in the front seat of the
vehicle. The fact is that CLP holders
who have passed the CDL skills test are
qualified and eligible to obtain a CDL.
If these CLP holders had obtained their
CLPs and training in their State of
domicile, they could immediately
receive their CDL at the State driver
licensing agency and begin driving a
CMYV without any on-board supervision.
There is no evidence that having a CDL
holder accompany a CLP holder who
has passed the skills test improves
safety. Because these drivers have
passed the CDL skills test, the only
thing necessary to obtain the CDL is to
visit the Department of Motor Vehicles
in their State of domicile.

C.R. England’s overall safety
performance is reflected in its
“satisfactory” safety rating. The
exemption is restricted to C.R. England’s
CLP holders who have documentation
that they have passed the CDL skills
test. The exemption will enable these
drivers to operate a CMV as a team
driver without requiring the
accompanying CDL holder be on duty
and in the front seat while the vehicle
is moving. FMCSA therefore reaffirms
its decision to renew the exemption
because it will likely enable C.R.
England drivers to achieve a level of
safety equivalent to, or greater than, the
level of safety achieved without the
exemption (49 CFR 381.305(a)).

Terms and Conditions of the Exemption
Period of the Exemption

This exemption from the
requirements of 49 CFR 383.25(a)(1) is
effective during the period from June 13,
2017 through June 12, 2022.

Extent of the Exemption

The exemption is contingent upon
C.R. England maintaining USDOT
registration, minimum levels of public
liability insurance, and not being
subject to any “imminent hazard” or
other out-of- service (OOS) order issued
by FMCSA. Each driver covered by the
exemption must maintain a valid
driver’s license and CLP with the
required endorsements, not be subject to
any OOS order or suspension of driving
privileges, and meet all physical
qualifications required by 49 CFR part
391.

Preemption

During the period this exemption is in
effect, no State may enforce any law or
regulation that conflicts with or is
inconsistent with the exemption with
respect to a person or entity operating
under the exemption (49 U.S.C.
31315(d)).

FMCSA Accident Notification

C.R. England must notify FMCSA
within 5 business days of any accidents
(as defined by 49 CFR 390.5) involving
the operation of any of its CMVs while
utilizing this exemption. The
notification must be by email to
MCPSD@DOT.GOV, and include the
following information:

a. Exemption Identifier: “C.R.
England”

b. Date of the accident,

c. City or town, and State, in which
the accident occurred, or which is
closest to the scene of the accident,

d. Driver’s name and driver’s license
number,

e. Vehicle number and State license
number,

f. Number of individuals suffering
physical injury,

g. Number of fatalities,

h. The police-reported cause of the
accident,

i. Whether the driver was cited for
violation of any traffic laws, or motor
carrier safety regulations, and

j. The total driving time and the total
on-duty time of the CMV driver at the
time of the accident.

Termination

The FMCSA does not believe the CLP-
holders covered by the exemption will
experience any deterioration of their
safety record. However, should this
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occur, FMCSA will take all steps
necessary to protect the public interest,
including revocation of the exemption.
The FMCSA will immediately revoke
the exemption for failure to comply
with its terms and conditions.

Issued on: September 29, 2017.
Daphne Y. Jefferson,
Deputy Administrator.
[FR Doc. 201722841 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. DOT-NHTSA-2014-0039]

Notice and Request for Comments

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
Department of Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Transportation (DOT) invites public
comments about our intention to request
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) approval to renew an
information collection. Before a Federal
agency can collect certain information
from the public, it must receive
approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB). Under procedures
established by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995, before seeking OMB
approval, Federal agencies must solicit
public comment on proposed
collections of information, including
extensions and reinstatement of
previously approved collections.

DATES: Written comments should be
submitted by December 19, 2017.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
[identified by Docket No. NHTSA—
2014-0039] through one of the
following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

e Fax:1-202—493-2251.

e Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket
Management Facility, U.S. Department
of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., West Building, Room W12—
140, Washington, DC 20590, between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except on Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Laurie Flaherty, Coordinator, National
911 Program, Office of Emergency
Medical Services, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, U.S.
Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., NTI-140, Room

W44-322, Washington, DC 20590. (202)
366-2705.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

OMB Control Number: 2127-0679.

Title: National 911 Profile Database.

Type of Review: Renewal/New of an
information collection.

Abstract: The National 911 Profile
Database is funded by the National 911
Program, which is housed within the
Office of Emergency Medical Services at
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, part of the U.S.
Department of Transportation. The
National 911 Program is proposing to
continue to collect and aggregate
information from State level reporting
entities that can be used to measure the
progress of 911 authorities across the
country in upgrading their existing
operations and migrating to—digital,
Internet-Protocol-based emergency
communication networks. The data will
be maintained in a “National 911 Profile
Database.” One of the objectives of the
National 911 Program is to develop,
collect, and disseminate information
concerning practices, procedures, and
technology used in the implementation
of 911 services and to support 911
Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs)
and related State and local agencies for
911 deployment and operations. The
National 911 Profile Database can be
used to follow the progress of 911
authorities in enhancing their existing
systems and implementing next-
generation networks for more advanced
systems. The information can also be
used to identify ways in which the
National 911 Program can support State
and local 911 authorities in the
transition process.

Affected Public: Under this proposed
effort, the National 911 Program would
specifically request reporting entities to
voluntarily collect and annually report
the data described above utilizing a
Web-based data collection tool.
Reporting entities are State level 911
program officials, and the data reported
will reflect State-level aggregated data.
The total maximum number of
respondents is identified at 56,
including the 50 States and the six U.S.
Territories of Guam, U.S. Minor
Outlying Islands, American Samoa,
Mariana Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands,
and Puerto Rico.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
The total maximum number of
respondents is identified at 56,
including the 50 States and the six U.S.
Territories of Guam, U.S. Minor
Outlying Islands, American Samoa,
Mariana Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands,
and Puerto Rico.

Frequency: The reporting entities will
be requested to submit data annually

relating to their State or territory, using
the described Web-based tool.

Number of Responses: The total
maximum number of responses is
identified at 56 annually, including the
50 States and the six U.S. Territories of
Guam, U.S. Minor Outlying Islands,
American Samoa, Mariana Islands, U.S.
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico.

Estimated Total Annual Burden: The
Agencies estimate that submitting
responses to the questions included in
the proposed survey instrument
utilizing the Web-based tool would
require an average of 98 hours to collect,
aggregate and submit. Estimating the
maximum number of respondents at 56,
this would result in a total burden of
5,488 hours. The respondents would not
incur any reporting costs from the
information collection beyond the time
it takes to gather the information,
prepare it for reporting and then
populate the Web-based data collection
tool. The respondents also would not
incur any recordkeeping burden or
recordkeeping costs from the
information collection.

¢ The total estimated costs to
respondents or record-keepers are based
on the following:

e The total hour burden of the
collection of information equaling 5,488
hours

¢ Respondents will be State, territory,
and tribal government management
personnel. To estimate reasonable staff
expenses to respond to this information
collection, the Agencies reviewed the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
Occupational Outlook Handbook and
determined that the Administrative
Services Manager description closely
aligns with the positions of recipient
staff responsible for completing this
request. BLS lists a median salary of
$86,100 annually, amounting to $41.40
per hour.

e There are no capital, start-up, or
annual operation and maintenance costs
involved in the collection of
information.

¢ Total cost based on hour’s burden
equals $227,203.20.

Public Comments Invited: You are
asked to comment on any aspect of this
information collection, including (a)
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the
Department’s performance; (b) the
accuracy of the estimated burden; (c)
ways for the Department to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information collection; and (d) ways
that the burden could be minimized
without reducing the quality of the
collected information. The agency will
summarize and/or include your
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comments in the request for OMB’s
clearance of this information collection.
Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act

of 1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended;
and 49 CFR 1:48.

Issued in Washington, DC, on October 17,
2017.
Jeff Michael,

Associate Administrator, Research and
Program Development.

[FR Doc. 2017-22797 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Information Collection
Renewal; Comment Request; OCC
Guidelines Establishing Heightened
Standards for Certain Large Insured
National Banks, Insured Federal
Savings Associations, and Insured
Federal Branches

AGENCY: Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC), Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for comment.

SUMMARY: The OCGC, as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites the
general public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on a continuing information
collection, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA).

In accordance with the requirements
of the PRA, the OCC may not conduct
or sponsor, and the respondent is not
required to respond to, an information
collection unless it displays a currently
valid Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) control number.

The OCC is finalizing the renewal of
its information collection titled, “OCC
Guidelines Establishing Heightened
Standards for Certain Large Insured
National Banks, Insured Federal Savings
Associations, and Insured Federal
Branches.” The OCC is also giving
notice that it has sent the collection to
OMB for review.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before November 20, 2017.

ADDRESSES: Because paper mail in the
Washington, DC area and at the OCC is
subject to delay, commenters are
encouraged to submit comments by
email, if possible. Comments may be
sent to: Legislative and Regulatory
Activities Division, Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, Attention:
1557-0321, 400 7th Street SW., Suite
3E-218, Washington, DC 20219. In

addition, comments may be sent by fax
to (571) 465—4326 or by electronic mail
to prainfo@occ.treas.gov. You may
personally inspect and photocopy
comments at the OCC, 400 7th Street
SW., Washington, DC 20219. For
security reasons, the OCC requires that
visitors make an appointment to inspect
comments. You may do so by calling
(202) 649-6700 or, for persons who are
deaf or hearing impaired, TTY, (202)
649-5597. Upon arrival, visitors will be
required to present valid government-
issued photo identification and submit
to security screening in order to inspect
and photocopy comments.

All comments received, including
attachments and other supporting
materials, are part of the public record
and subject to public disclosure. Do not
include any information in your
comment or supporting materials that
you consider confidential or
inappropriate for public disclosure.

Additionally, please send a copy of
your comments by mail to: OCC Desk
Officer, 1557-0319, U.S. Office of
Management and Budget, 725 17th
Street NW., #10235, Washington, DC
20503, or by email to:
oira__submission@omb.eop.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shaquita Merritt, OCC Clearance
Officer, (202) 649-5490 or, for persons
who are deaf or hearing impaired, TTY,
(202) 649-5597, Legislative and
Regulatory Activities Division, Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency, 400 7th
Street SW., Suite 3E-218, Washington,
DC 20219.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), Federal
agencies must obtain approval from
OMB for each collection of information
that they conduct or sponsor.
“Collection of information” is defined
in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR
1320.3(c) to include agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide
information to a third party. Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of title 44 requires Federal
agencies to provide a 60-day notice in
the Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information,
including each proposed extension of an
existing collection of information,
before submitting the collection to OMB
for approval. To comply with this
requirement, the OCC is publishing
notice of the proposed collection of
information set forth in this document.

Title: OCC Guidelines Establishing
Heightened Standards for Certain Large
Insured National Banks, Insured Federal
Savings Associations, and Insured
Federal Branches.

OMB Control No.: 1557—-0321.

Description: The OCC’s guidelines
codified in 12 CFR part 30, appendix D
establish minimum standards for the
design and implementation of a risk
governance framework for insured
national banks, insured Federal savings
associations, and insured Federal
branches of a foreign bank (bank). The
guidelines apply to a bank with average
total consolidated assets: (i) Equal to or
greater than $50 billion; (ii) less than
$50 billion if that bank’s parent
company controls at least one insured
national bank or insured Federal savings
association that has average total
consolidated assets of $50 billion or
greater; or (iii) less than $50 billion, if
the OCC determines such bank’s
operations are highly complex or
otherwise present a heightened risk as
to warrant the application of the
guidelines (covered banks). The
guidelines also establish minimum
standards for a board of directors in
overseeing the framework’s design and
implementation. These guidelines were
finalized on September 11, 2014." The
OCC proposed renewing the information
collection associated with the
guidelines on July 5, 2017.2 The OCC is
now seeking OMB approval to renew
the information collection associated
with these guidelines.

The standards contained in the
guidelines are enforceable under section
39 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act
(FDIA),2 which authorizes the OCC to
prescribe operational and managerial
standards for insured national banks,
insured Federal savings associations,
and insured Federal branches of a
foreign bank.

The guidelines formalize the OCC’s
heightened expectations program. They
also further the goal of the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act of 20104 to strengthen
the financial system by focusing
management and boards of directors on
improving and strengthening risk
management practices and governance,
thereby minimizing the probability and
impact of future financial crises.

The standards for the design and
implementation of the risk governance
framework, which contain collections of
information, are as follows:

179 FR 51518.

282 FR 31151.

312 U.S.C. 1831p-1. Section 39 was enacted as
part of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
Improvement Act of 1991, Public Law 102-242,
section 132(a), 105 Stat. 2236, 2267—70 (Dec. 19,
1991).

4Public Law 111-203, 124 Stat. 1376 (2010).
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Standards for Risk Governance
Framework

Covered banks should establish and
adhere to a formal, written risk
governance framework designed by
independent risk management. It should
include delegations of authority from
the board of directors to management
committees and executive officers as
well as risk limits established for
material activities. It should be
approved by the board of directors or
the board’s risk committee and reviewed
and updated at least annually by
independent risk management.

Front Line Units

Front line units should take
responsibility and be held accountable
by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
and the board of directors for
appropriately assessing and effectively
managing all of the risks associated with
their activities. In fulfilling this
responsibility, each front line unit
should, either alone or in conjunction
with another organizational unit that
has the purpose of assisting a front line
unit: (i) Assess, on an ongoing basis, the
material risks associated with its
activities and use such risk assessments
as the basis for fulfilling its
responsibilities and for determining if
actions need to be taken to strengthen
risk management or reduce risk given
changes in the unit’s risk profile or
other conditions; (ii) establish and
adhere to a set of written policies that
include front line unit risk limits (such
policies should ensure risks associated
with the front line unit’s activities are
effectively identified, measured,
monitored, and controlled, consistent
with the covered bank’s risk appetite
statement, concentration risk limits, and
all policies established within the risk
governance framework); (iii) establish
and adhere to procedures and processes,
as necessary to maintain compliance
with the policies described in (ii); (iv)
adhere to all applicable policies,
procedures, and processes established
by independent risk management; (v)
develop, attract, and retain talent and
maintain staffing levels required to carry
out the unit’s role and responsibilities
effectively; (vi) establish and adhere to
talent management processes; and (vii)
establish and adhere to compensation
and performance management
programs.

Independent Risk Management

Independent risk management should
oversee the covered bank’s risk-taking
activities and assess risks and issues
independent of the front line units by:
(i) Designing a comprehensive written

risk governance framework
commensurate with the size,
complexity, and risk profile of the
covered bank; (ii) identifying and
assessing, on an ongoing basis, the
covered bank’s material aggregate risks
and using such risk assessments as the
basis for fulfilling its responsibilities
and for determining if actions need to be
taken to strengthen risk management or
reduce risk given changes in the covered
bank’s risk profile or other conditions;
(iii) establishing and adhering to
enterprise policies that include
concentration risk limits; (iv)
establishing and adhering to procedures
and processes to ensure compliance
with policies in (iii); (v) identifying and
communicating to the CEO and board of
directors or board’s risk committee
material risks and significant instances
where independent risk management’s
assessment of risk differs from that of a
front line unit, and significant instances
where a front line unit is not adhering
to the risk governance framework; (vi)
identifying and communicating to the
board of directors or the board’s risk
committee material risks and significant
instances where independent risk
management’s assessment of risk differs
from the CEO, and significant instances
where the CEO is not adhering to, or
holding front line units accountable for
adhering to, the risk governance
framework; and (vii) developing,
attracting, and retaining talent and
maintaining staffing levels required to
carry out the unit’s role and
responsibilities effectively while
establishing and adhering to talent
management processes and
compensation and performance
management programs.

Internal Audit

Internal audit should ensure that the
covered bank’s risk governance
framework complies with the
Guidelines and is appropriate for the
size, complexity, and risk profile of the
covered bank. It should maintain a
complete and current inventory of all of
the covered bank’s material processes,
product lines, services, and functions,
and assess the risks, including emerging
risks, associated with each, which
collectively provide a basis for the audit
plan. It should establish and adhere to
an audit plan, which is periodically
reviewed and updated, that takes into
account the covered bank’s risk profile,
emerging risks, issues, and establishes
the frequency with which activities
should be audited. The audit plan
should require internal audit to evaluate
the adequacy of and compliance with
policies, procedures, and processes
established by front line units and

independent risk management under the
risk governance framework. Significant
changes to the audit plan should be
communicated to the board’s audit
committee. Internal audit should report
in writing, conclusions and material
issues and recommendations from audit
work carried out under the audit plan to
the board’s audit committee. Reports
should identify the root cause of any
material issues and include: (i) A
determination of whether the root cause
creates an issue that has an impact on
one organizational unit or multiple
organizational units within the covered
bank; and (ii) a determination of the
effectiveness of front line units and
independent risk management in
identifying and resolving issues in a
timely manner. Internal audit should
establish and adhere to processes for
independently assessing the design and
ongoing effectiveness of the risk
governance framework on at least an
annual basis. The independent
assessment should include a conclusion
on the covered bank’s compliance with
the standards set forth in the
Guidelines. Internal audit should
identify and communicate to the board’s
audit committee significant instances
where front line units or independent
risk management are not adhering to the
risk governance framework. Internal
audit should establish a quality
assurance program that ensures internal
audit’s policies, procedures, and
processes comply with applicable
regulatory and industry guidance, are
appropriate for the size, complexity, and
risk profile of the covered bank, are
updated to reflect changes to internal
and external risk factors, emerging risks,
and improvements in industry internal
audit practices, and are consistently
followed. Internal audit should develop,
attract, and retain talent and maintain
staffing levels required to effectively
carry out its role and responsibilities.
Internal audit should establish and
adhere to talent management processes
and compensation and performance
management programs that comply with
the guidelines.

Strategic Plan

The CEO, with input from front line
units, independent risk management,
and internal audit, should be
responsible for the development of a
written strategic plan that should cover,
at a minimum, a three-year period. The
board of directors should evaluate and
approve the plan and monitor
management’s efforts to implement the
strategic plan at least annually. The plan
should include a comprehensive
assessment of risks that impact the
covered bank, an overall mission
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statement and strategic objectives, an
explanation of how the covered bank
will update the risk governance
framework to account for changes to its
risk profile projected under the strategic
plan, and be reviewed, updated, and
approved due to changes in the covered
bank’s risk profile or operating
environment that were not
contemplated when the plan was
developed.

Risk Appetite Statement

A covered bank should have a
comprehensive written statement that
articulates its risk appetite that serves as
the basis for the risk governance
framework. It should contain qualitative
components that describe a safe and
sound risk culture and how the covered
bank will assess and accept risks and
quantitative limits that include sound
stress testing processes and address
earnings, capital, and liquidity.

Risk Limit Breaches

A covered bank should establish and
adhere to processes that require front
line units and independent risk
management to: (i) Identify breaches of
the risk appetite statement,
concentration risk limits, and front line
unit risk limits; (ii) distinguish breaches
based on the severity of their impact;
(iii) establish protocols for
disseminating information regarding a
breach; (iv) provide a written
description of the breach resolution; and
(v) establish accountability for reporting
and resolving breaches.

Concentration Risk Management

The risk governance framework
should include policies and supporting
processes appropriate for the covered
bank’s size, complexity, and risk profile
for effectively identifying, measuring,
monitoring, and controlling the covered
bank’s concentrations of risk.

Risk Data Aggregation and Reporting

The risk governance framework
should include a set of policies,
supported by appropriate procedures
and processes, designed to provide risk
data aggregation and reporting
capabilities appropriate for the covered
bank’s size, complexity, and risk profile
and to support supervisory reporting
requirements. Collectively, these
policies, procedures, and processes
should provide for: (i) The design,
implementation, and maintenance of a
data architecture and information
technology infrastructure that support
the covered bank’s risk aggregation and
reporting needs during normal times
and during times of stress; (ii) the
capturing and aggregating of risk data

and reporting of material risks,
concentrations, and emerging risks in a
timely manner to the board of directors
and the OCC; and (iii) the distribution
of risk reports to all relevant parties at
a frequency that meets their needs for
decision-making purposes.

Talent and Compensation Management

A covered bank should establish and
adhere to processes for talent
development, recruitment, and
succession planning. The board of
directors or appropriate committee
should review and approve a written
talent management program. A covered
bank should also establish and adhere to
compensation and performance
management programs that comply with
any applicable statute or regulation.

Board of Directors Training and
Evaluation

The board of directors of a covered
bank should establish and adhere to a
formal, ongoing training program for all
directors. The board of directors should
also conduct an annual self-assessment.

Response to Comments

The OCC received one comment from
an individual in response to the
proposed renewal. The commenter
suggested that the OCC rescind and not
renew the information collection
associated with appendix D of 12 CFR
part 30 for a number of reasons.

The commenter suggested that almost
one half of the banks subject to
appendix D have total assets that are
significantly less than $50 billion but
the narrative surrounding “heightened
standards” leads the public to believe
that the guidelines are only applicable
to the largest banks or banks that are
highly complex or present a heightened
risk. Appendix D applies to 34 OCC-
supervised banks.5 Ten of these 34
banks have less than $50 billion in
average total consolidated assets.
Appendix D applies to banks with less
than $50 billion in average total
consolidated assets if a bank’s parent
company controls at least one other
bank with average total consolidated
assets equal to or greater than $50
billion or if the OCC determines such
bank’s operations are highly complex or
otherwise present a heightened risk as
to warrant the application of appendix
D. Of the 10 banks covered by appendix

5In the July 5, 2017, Federal Register notice
proposing a renewal of the information collection
associated with appendix D to 12 CFR part 30, the
OCC calculated that 41 OCC-supervised entities
were subject to appendix D. The calculation has
been updated. This reduced number of respondents
is due in part to the fact that certain large banking
organizations have consolidated the number of bank
charters within their holding company structure.

D that have less than $50 billion in
average total consolidated assets, eight
are covered because their parent
companies control another bank with
average total consolidated assets equal
to or greater than $50 billion.6 One of
the two remaining banks is a covered
bank because the OCC exercised its
reservation of authority to apply
appendix D to the bank.” The other
remaining bank is covered because that
bank previously had average total
consolidated assets equal to or greater
than $50 billion. Appendix D applies to
a bank with less than $50 billion in
average total consolidated assets when
that bank’s parent company controls at
least one bank with average total
consolidated assets equal to or greater
than $50 billion because, in some
instances, the OCC has observed that a
covered bank’s parent company does
not pay sufficient attention to the
operations of these smaller entities in a
holding company structure. Appendix D
covers these entities because the OCC
believes that a covered bank’s parent
company should devote adequate
attention to assessing and managing the
risk associated with these entities’
activities. These smaller covered banks
are affiliates of large banking
organizations, which should have the
compliance resources to cover all of
their bank charters.

The commenter also indicated that
the OCC’s annual burden estimate for
appendix D was excessive, particularly
for institutions that have less than $10
billion in total assets and that appendix
D should be rescinded and revised to
reduce the excessive costs. As discussed
above, appendix D applies primarily to
larger banks. The only covered banks
that have less than $10 billion in
average total consolidated assets are
covered banks because their parent
companies control another bank with
average total consolidated assets equal
to or greater than $50 billion. The OCC
believes that the burden estimate is
reasonable and that it is appropriate for
these banks to devote sufficient
resources to risk governance and the
standards necessary to manage and
control risk-taking activities. The
burden on these smaller covered banks
is not excessive because they have the
resources of a larger affiliate bank to rely

6 The commenter requested that the OCC disclose
the number of banks with less than $10 billion in
total assets that are subject to appendix D. There are
five covered banks with average total consolidated
assets less than $10 billion, all of which are covered
banks because their parent companies control
another bank with average total consolidated assets
equal to or greater than $50 billion.

7 https://www.occ.gov/news-issuances/news-
releases/2015/nr-occ-2015-105a.pdyf.
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on. Also, while the commenter
recommended that the OCC rescind
appendix D, the OCC cannot rescind
regulations or guidelines through the
PRA renewal process.

The commenter also stated that the
collection of information for appendix D
is unnecessary and of little utility
because appendix D has been ineffectual
in fostering enterprise risk governance
over large complex financial institutions
since almost seven years after the
introduction of the OCC’s “heightened
expectations” and three years after the
issuance of appendix D, the OCC
continues to identify enterprise risk
governance as a key risk facing large
banks in the OCC’s spring 2017
Semiannual Risk Perspective.8
However, while appendix D is intended
to promote enterprise risk governance,
the OCC recognizes that appendix D
cannot eliminate the possibility of all
enterprise risk governance weaknesses.
The OCC believes that appendix D is a
valuable mechanism for promoting
sound enterprise risk governance and
has observed significant improvement
in risk governance since the adoption of
appendix D. However, we also realize
that risk governance weaknesses may
remain and can be a risk to the safety
and soundness of banks.

The commenter also indicated that
there is a disconnect between the
specific risks identified in the OCC’s
Semiannual Risk Perspectives and the
“abstract generalized”” standards in
appendix D. According to the
commenter, appendix D does not
provide standards addressing the
specific risks identified in the
Semiannual Risk Perspectives, such as
cyber security and Bank Secrecy Act
(BSA) and Anti-Money Laundering risks
(AML). The standards in appendix D are
not intended to exhaustively address all
of the risks facing OCC-regulated banks.
Indeed, there is a separate appendix to
12 CFR part 30, appendix B that
contains standards addressing
information security. Banks are also
subject to separate BSA and AML
requirements.®

The commenter also expressed the
opinion that the standards in appendix
D are not actually heightened or more
robust than the standards the OCC
applies to many banks with $1 billion
or more in total assets and that the
reality is the OCC applies the standards
in appendix D to many midsize and
community banks. The commenter

8 https://www.occ.gov/publications/publications-
by-type/other-publications-reports/semiannual-risk-
perspective/semiannual-risk-perspective-spring-
2017.pdf.

9 See 12 CFR part 21.

pointed specifically to the Comptroller’s
Handbook on Corporate and Risk
Governance (handbook), suggesting that
OCC examiners use this handbook for
all OCC supervised banks.19 Appendix
D only applies to banks with average
total consolidated assets equal to or
greater than $50 billion, banks with
average total consolidated assets less
than $50 billion when a bank’s parent
company controls at least one other
bank with average total consolidated
assets equal to or greater than $50
billion, and banks with average total
consolidated assets less than $50 billion
if the OCC determines that a bank’s
operations are highly complex or
otherwise present a heightened risk. The
handbook referenced by the commenter
specifically notes that only banks with
average total consolidated assets of $50
billion or greater (or banks that are
otherwise included as covered banks in
appendix D) should adhere to the
standards in appendix D. The handbook
includes separate and specific criteria
for the covered banks subject to
appendix D. Appendix D contains
various standards that are not applied to
smaller banks. For example, appendix D
specifically provides that at least two
members of a covered bank’s board of
directors should qualify as independent
and provides that boards should
establish and adhere to a formal,
ongoing training program. Appendix D
also imposes specific requirements on
covered banks’ independent risk
management that are not applied to all
OCC-regulated banks, including
requiring that banks covered by
appendix D have written risk appetite
statements that include quantitative
limits. Additionally, the standards in
appendix D are legally different than the
standards contained in the handbook.
The standards in Appendix D are legally
enforceable standards adopted pursuant
to section 39 of the FDIA while the
handbook is a guidance document.

Type of Review: Regular review.

Affected Public: Businesses or other
for-profit.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
34.

Estimated Burden per Respondent:
3,776 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden:
128,384 hours.

Comments: Comments continue to be
invited on:

(a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the

10 https://www.occ.treas.gov/publications/
publications-by-type/comptrollers-handbook/
corporate-risk-governance/pub-ch-corporate-
risk.pdf

OCC, including whether the information
has practical utility;

(b) The accuracy of the OCC’s
estimate of the burden of the
information collection;

(c) Ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected;

(d) Ways to minimize the burden of
the collection on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and

(e) Estimates of capital or start-up
costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Dated: October 16, 2017.

Karen Solomon,

Deputy Chief Counsel, Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency.

[FR Doc. 201722723 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-33-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Information Collection
Revision; Submission for OMB
Review; Comptroller’s Licensing
Manual

AGENCY: Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC), Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for comment.

SUMMARY: The OCC, as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites the
general public and other federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on an information collection
revision, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA).

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a respondent is not
required to respond to, an information
collection unless it displays a currently
valid Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) control number.

The OCC is soliciting comment
concerning a revision to its information
collection titled, “Comptroller’s
Licensing Manual.” The OCC also is
giving notice that it has sent the
collection to OMB for review.

DATES: You should submit written
comments by November 20, 2017.
ADDRESSES: Because paper mail in the
Washington, DC area and at the OCC is
subject to delay, commenters are
encouraged to submit comments by
email, if possible. Comments may be
sent to: Legislative and Regulatory
Activities Division, Office of the
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Comptroller of the Currency, Attention:
1557-0014, 400 7th Street SW., Suite
3E-218, Washington, DC 20219. In
addition, comments may be sent by fax
to (571) 465—4326 or by electronic mail
to prainfo@occ.treas.gov. You may
personally inspect and photocopy
comments at the OCC, 400 7th Street
SW., Washington, DC 20219. For
security reasons, the OCC requires that
visitors make an appointment to inspect
comments. You may do so by calling
(202) 649-6700 or, for persons who are
deaf or hearing impaired, (202) 649—
5597. Upon arrival, visitors will be
required to present valid government-
issued photo identification and submit
to security screening in order to inspect
and photocopy comments.

All comments received, including
attachments and other supporting
materials, are part of the public record
and subject to public disclosure. Do not
include any information in your
comment or supporting materials that
you consider confidential or
inappropriate for public disclosure.

Additionally, please send a copy of
your comments by mail to: OCC Desk
Officer, 1557-0014, U.S. Office of
Management and Budget, 725 17th
Street NW., #10235, Washington, DC
20503 or by email to oira submission@
omb.eop.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shaquita Merritt, OCC Clearance
Officer, (202) 649—-5490 or, for persons
who are deaf or hearing impaired, (202)
649-5597, Legislative and Regulatory
Activities Division, Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, 400 7th
Street SW., Washington, DC 20219.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal
agencies must obtain prior approval
from OMB for each collection of
information that they conduct or
sponsor. “Collection of information” is
defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR
1320.3(c) to include agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide
information to a third party.

The changes to this information
collection include revisions to four
interagency forms,* which are being
made in conjunction with the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve
System and the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation. Those agencies
will issue a separate joint Federal
Register notice before or shortly after
this notice. The OCC is issuing its own

1Interagency Bank Merger Act, Interagency
Biographical and Financial Report, Interagency
Notice of Change in Control, and Interagency Notice
of Change in Director or Senior Executive Officer.

notice so that it may renew its entire
collection.

The OCC is requesting that OMB
extend approval of this collection as
revised. The entire collection is
discussed in detail in the “Description”
section, followed by a section
highlighting the revisions.

Title: Comptroller’s Licensing
Manual.

OMB Control No.: 1557-0014.

Description: The information
collection requirements ensure that
national banks and federal savings
associations (FSA) (hereafter “bank” or
“banks”’) conduct their operations in a
safe and sound manner and in
accordance with applicable federal
banking statutes and regulations. The
information is necessary for regulatory
and examination purposes.

The Comptroller’s Licensing Manual
(Manual) sets forth the OCC’s policies
and procedures for the formation of a
national bank or federal branch or
agency, entry into the federal banking
system by other institutions, and
corporate expansion and structural
changes by existing banks. The Manual
includes sample documents to assist the
applicant in understanding the types of
information the OCC needs in order to
process a filing. An applicant may use
the format of the sample documents or
any other format that provides sufficient
information for the OCC to act on a
particular filing, including the OCC’s
electronic filing system, the Central
Application Tracking System.

The Manual includes requirements for
the following corporate filings:

o Interagency Biographical and
Financial Report—OCC regulations
require the OCC to perform background
investigations on proposed organizers,
executive officers, directors, and
principal shareholders of banks to
determine if they have the experience,
competence, integrity, character,
financial ability, and willingness to
direct or lead a bank’s affairs in a safe,
sound, and legal manner. 12 CFR 5.20,
5.50, 5.51, and 163.33; 28 CFR 16.34,
and 20.33.

e Public Notice and Comments—OCC
regulations require an applicant to
publish a public notice of its filing in a
newspaper of general circulation in the
community in which the applicant
proposes to engage in business. 12 CFR
5.8,5.9,5.10, 5.11, and 5.50.

e Charter—OCC must approve the
establishment of a bank. The application
includes a business plan and an oath of
a bank director. 12 CFR 5.20 and 7.2008.

o All federally-chartered savings
associations are required to file and
receive prior approval for certain
changes to their charter and/or bylaws.

The charter and bylaws of an insured
FSA are formal documents created
when a savings association establishes
its corporate existence. The charter
states the scope, purpose, and duration
for the corporate entity. 12 CFR 5.20,
5.21, 5.22, 5.25, and 5.33.

e Banker’s Bank—OCC regulations
require that a banker’s bank seeking a
waiver of a statutory provision must
request the waiver in a letter to the OCC.
The letter must include information on
why the waiver is requested and
supporting legal analysis. 12 CFR 5.20.

¢ Conversions—Institutions must
request OCC permission to convert to a
bank. OCC regulations require that a
converting financial institution provide
information related to its request to
convert its charter. 12 CFR 5.23 and
5.24.

e Federal Branches and Agencies—
OCC regulations require that a foreign
bank desiring to establish a federal
branch or agency file an application or
notice with the OCC. 12 CFR 5.70; 12
CFR part 28.

e Branches and Relocations—A bank
must obtain prior approval or give
notice to the OCC to establish, acquire,
or relocate a main office or branch. 12
CFR 5.30, 5.31, 5.40, 5.52, and 145.92;
36 CFR 800.1 et seq.; 40 CFR 1500.1 et
seq.

e Business Combinations and Failure
Acquisitions—OCC approval is required
for any merger, corporate
reorganization, or acquisition of a failed
institution that will result in a bank. 12
CFR 5.32 and 5.33.

e Fiduciary Powers—OCC approval is
required for a bank to exercise fiduciary
powers. The request letter represents the
bank’s conformity with the governing
statute and its commitment to retain
qualified trust management.
Additionally, a bank shall file a notice
after opening a trust office in a state
other than its home office state. 12 CFR
5.26.

e Operating Subsidiaries—OCC
regulations require that a bank obtain
OCC approval prior to establishing,
acquiring, or performing new activities
in an operating subsidiary. In certain
instances, a national bank may file a
notice after commencing an operating
subsidiary activity. 12 CFR 5.34, 5.38,
5.39, and 5.58.

¢ Financial Subsidiaries—A national
bank must obtain the approval of the
OCC prior to acquiring control of, or
holding an interest in, a financial
subsidiary, and prior to commencing a
new activity in an existing subsidiary. A
national bank that intends to acquire
control of, or hold an interest in, a
financial subsidiary, or to commence a
new activity in an existing financial
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subsidiary, may obtain OCC approval
through filing a certification with
subsequent notice or a combined
certification and notice. 12 CFR 5.39.

e Bank Service Companies—OCC
regulations require that a bank notify
the OCC prior to its investment in
certain bank service companies. 12 CFR
5.35.

¢ Investments—OCC regulations
require a national bank that wishes to
invest in an agricultural credit
corporation, an eligible savings
association, or any other equity
investment authorized by statute after
February 12, 1990, to provide notice to
the appropriate OCC district office. The
regulation also requires that a national
bank or a federal branch making a non-
controlling investment, directly or
through an operating subsidiary, file a
written notice or application. The
regulations further require an FSA
making a pass-through investment,
directly or through its operating
subsidiary, to file an after-the-fact notice
or an application. 12 CFR 5.36 and 5.58.

e Thrift Service Corporations—OCC
regulations require that an FSA obtain
OCC approval prior to establishing or
acquiring a subsidiary or performing
new activities in a thrift service
corporation. 12 CFR 5.59.

e Annual Report—The OCC requires
that each national bank prepare an
annual report as of December 31 on its
operating subsidiaries and file the report
by January 31 of the following year. 12
CFR 5.34.

e Branch Closings—Federal law
requires a bank to notify the OCC if it
closes a branch or if it converts a brick
and mortar branch to an ATM branch.
12 U.S.C. 1831r-1.

e Termination of National Bank or
FSA Charter—OCC regulations require a
bank to notify the OCC of its intent to
voluntarily liquidate, merge out, or
convert out of the bank charter. 12 CFR
5.25, 5.33(k), and 5.48.

e Capital and Dividends;
Subordinated Debt—OCC regulations
require that a bank obtain OCC approval
or, in some cases, provide notice to the
OCC in connection with a change in
equity capital, an issuance or
prepayment of subordinated debt, and
the payment of dividends under certain
circumstances. The applications are
titled, “Increase in Permanent Capital,”
“Reduction of Permanent Capital/
Dividends Payable in Property Other
Than Cash,” “Reverse Stock Split,”
“Quasi-Reorganization,” “Reduction of
Permanent Capital and Capital
Distribution,” “Issuance of
Subordinated Debt,” and “‘Prepayment
of Subordinated Debt.” 12 CFR 5.45,

5.46, 5.47, 5.55, 5.56, 5.60, 5.61, 5.62,
5.63, 5.64, 5.65, 5.66, and 5.67.

e Change in Control—Any
individual, group, or company that
proposes to acquire control of a bank
must submit prior notice of that intent
to the OCC. 12 CFR 5.50.

e Change in Senior Executive Officer
and Director—Whenever a change in
control occurs, the bank must promptly
report to the appropriate federal banking
agency any changes or replacements of
its senior executive officer or of any
director occurring in the next 12-month
period. Also, prior notice and approval
is required for any additions to the
board of directors or senior executive
officers if: The bank is not in
compliance with minimum capital
requirements; is otherwise in troubled
condition; or after OCC review of the
plan required under section 38 of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Act, the OCC
determines that prior notice is
appropriate. 12 CFR 5.50(h) and 5.51.

e Director Waivers—Every national
bank director must be a citizen of the
United States and a majority of the
national bank directors must reside in
the state where the bank is located. The
OCC may waive the requirement of
citizenship for not more than a minority
of the total number of directors and the
residency requirement for a majority or
all of the directors. A national bank may
file a letter requesting a waiver of the
citizenship or residency requirements.
See 12 U.S.C. 72.

e Change of Corporate Title and
Address—OCC regulations require a
bank that changes its corporate title or
address to inform the OCC of that
change. 12 CFR 5.42 and 5.52.

e Management Interlocks—Banks
may apply to the OCC for exemption
from the prohibitions on management
interlocks that would not result in a
monopoly or substantial lessening of
competition and would not present
safety and soundness concerns. 12 CFR
26.6.

o Customer Satisfaction Survey—This
survey information is collected as part
of the OCC’s quality assurance program.

e Substantial Asset Change—OCC
regulations require a bank to obtain
prior written approval: For a change in
the composition of all, or substantially
all, of the bank’s assets either through
the sale or other disposition of assets;
once having disposed of all or
substantially all the assets, to reactivate
its operations through the subsequent
purchase, acquisition, or other
expansion of its operations; for any
other purchases, acquisitions or other
expansions of operations that are part of
a plan to increase the size of the bank
by more than 25 percent in a one year

period; for any other material increase
or decrease in the size of the bank or a
material alteration in the composition of
the types of assets or liabilities of the
bank; or for any change in the purpose
of the bank’s charter. 12 CFR 5.53.

Changes to the Information Collection

The following were updated, with
burden increases only: Interagency
Notice of Change in Control, Interagency
Biographical and Financial Report, and
Interagency Bank Merger Act
Application.

The following forms were updated
with minor edits:

e Application Amendments—
Updated to remove reference to “CAIS.”

e Authorization for Release of
Information/Consent Form for
Background Investigations—Updated to
make language more clear, in
compliance with the Fair Credit
Reporting Act.

e Branches Requiring
Authorization—Removed references to
“OTS.”

e Change of Address—Added a
missing check box for change in address
of a branch.

e Other Equity Investments or Pass-
Through Investments—Corrected a
typographical error.

¢ Individual Oath of FSA Director—
Updated to correct typographical errors.

¢ Reduction of Permanent Capital/
Dividends Payable in Property Other
Than Cash—12 CFR 5.66 requires
national banks to obtain approval before
paying a dividend-in-kind. Previous
revisions to the form inadvertently
omitted applicability of the form for this
use.

e Interagency Notice of Change in
Director or Senior Executive Officer—
Minor updates and further clarification
of instructions and requirements.

The following forms were updated to
clarify the information requested:

e Increase in Permanent Capital
Notice—Generally an FSA is not
required to apply for an increase in
capital unless the method of increase
itself requires a filing (such as issuance
of a new class of stock). However, in
certain circumstances, a federal stock
savings association is required to submit
an application and obtain OCC
approval. National banks are required to
give notice and receive OCC
certification.

e Interagency Biographical and
Financial Report—Minor updates and
further clarification of instructions and
requirements. Includes additional
questions related to the application
review process, such as information on
lawsuits, suspensions, tax obligations,
and liabilities.
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e Interagency Notice of Change in
Control—Minor updates and further
clarification of instructions and
requirements. Includes additional
questions related to the application
review process, such as information on
non-voting shares, and whether the
applicant is joining an existing group
acting in concert.

e Interagency Bank Merger Act—
Updated to reflect new requirements
under the Dodd-Frank Act,? or
otherwise necessary to evaluate
statutory factors, as well as additional
questions related to the application
review process. Requests financial
projections for three years versus the
current one year.

The following forms were updated to
delete requirements:

e Citizenship and Residency
Waivers—Removed applicability to
FSAs and clarified that only the
biographical portion of the form is
required.

e Commencement of Fiduciary
Activities Notice, Fiduciary Powers
After-the-Fact-Notice, Fiduciary Powers
Application, and Surrender of Fiduciary
Powers Notice—Removed requirement
for a bank seal.

Additional Requested Items

The following are additions to the
collection that capture existing
requirements:

e Conversion to National Bank
Completion Certification and
Conversion to FSA Completion
Certification—Certification is submitted
to indicate that all steps required to
convert to a bank were taken, including
execution of all documents required for
organization, requisite shareholder or
member approval, board of directors
authorization, and adoption of bylaws.
Upon receipt of the certification, the
OCC issues the institution a new
charter.

e Reduction of Permanent Capital
and Capital Distribution—Under 12 CFR
5.55, FSAs are required to obtain OCC
approval before issuing a capital
distribution under certain
circumstances. The request is reviewed
to determine whether the FSA’s request
is in accordance with existing statutory
and regulatory criteria. The reporting
requirements were previously included
in OTS Form 1583. The new form was
approved under OMB Control No. 1557—
0338 and later merged into this
collection.

2Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act, Public Law 111-203, July 21, 2010.

Transfer of a Collection

Investment in Bank Premises—OCC
regulations require a bank to obtain
prior approval whenever an investment
in bank premises will cause the total
investment in bank premises to exceed
the amount of the bank’s capital stock,
unless the bank is eligible for the
premises notice process set forth in 12
CFR 5.37(d)(3). 12 CFR 5.37(d)(1) and
7.1000(c). This item has been merged
into the collection covering part 7 (OMB
Control No. 1557-0204).

Type of Review: Regular.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; Businesses or other for-
profit.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
3,715.

Estimated Total Annual Responses:
3,715.

Frequency of Response: On occasion.

Estimated Total Annual Burden:
12,533 hours.

The OCC issued a notice for 60 days
of comment regarding this collection on
August 4, 2017, 82 FR 36185. No
comments were received. Comments
continue to be invited on: (a) Whether
the collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the OCC, including
whether the information has practical
utility; (b) The accuracy of the OCC’s
estimate of the burden of the collection
of information; (c) Ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) Ways to
minimize the burden of the collection
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology; and (e) Estimates of capital
or startup costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Dated: October 16, 2017.

Karen Solomon,

Deputy Chief Counsel, Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency.

[FR Doc. 2017-22722 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-33-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Extension of Information
Collection Request Submitted for
Public Comment; Split-Dollar Life
Insurance Arrangements

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Internal Revenue Service,
as part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden,
invites the public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning the
requirements relating to Split-Dollar
Life Insurance Arrangements.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before December 19, 2017
to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Tuawana Pinkston, Internal Revenue
Service, Room 6141, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
Requests for additional information or
copies of the regulations should be
directed to R. Joseph Durbala, at Internal
Revenue Service, Room 6129, 1111
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20224, or through the internet, at
Rjoseph.Durbala@irs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Split-Dollar Life Insurance
Arrangements.

OMB Number: 1545-1792.

Regulation Project Number: TD 9092.

Abstract: This document contains
final regulations related to the income,
employment, and gift taxation of split-
dollar life insurance arrangements. The
final regulations provide needed
guidance to persons who enter split-
dollar life insurance arrangements.

Current Actions: There is no change to
the burden previously approved.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Not-for-profit
institutions.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
115,000.

Estimated Time per Respondent: 17
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 32,500.

The following paragraph applies to all
the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.

Books or records relating to a
collection of information must be
retained if their contents may become
material in the administration of any
internal revenue law. Generally, tax
returns and tax return information are
confidential, as required by 26 U.S.C.
6103.

Desired Focus of Comments: The
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is
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particularly interested in comments
that:

e Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

e Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including using
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., by
permitting electronic submissions of
responses.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the ICR for OMB approval
of the extension of the information
collection; they will also become a
matter of public record.

Approved: October 13, 2017.
R. Joseph Durbala,
IRS Tax Analyst.
[FR Doc. 2017-22780 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Extension of Information
Collection Request Submitted for
Public Comment; Form CT-2,
Employee Representative’s Quarterly
Railroad Tax Return

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Internal Revenue Service,
as part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden,
invites the public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning the
requirements relating to completing
Form CT-2, Employee Representative’s
Quarterly Railroad Tax Return.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before December 19, 2017
to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Tuawana Pinkston, Internal Revenue
Service, Room 6141, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
Requests for additional information or
copies of the regulations should be
directed to R. Joseph Durbala, at Internal
Revenue Service, Room 6129, 1111
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20224, or through the internet, at
Rjoseph.Durbala@irs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Employee Representative’s
Quarterly Railroad Tax Return.

OMB Number: 1545—-0002.

Regulation Project Number: CT-2.

Abstract: Employee representatives
file Form CT-2 quarterly to report
compensation on which railroad
retirement taxes are due. The IRS uses
this information to ensure that
employee representatives have paid the
correct tax. Form CT-2 also transmits
the tax payment.

Current Actions: There is no change to
the burden previously approved.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
112.

Estimated Time per Respondent: 1
Hour 11 minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 132.

The following paragraph applies to all
the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.

Books or records relating to a
collection of information must be
retained if their contents may become
material in the administration of any
internal revenue law. Generally, tax
returns and tax return information are
confidential, as required by 26 U.S.C.
6103.

Desired Focus of Comments: The
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is
particularly interested in comments
that:

e Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

e Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including using
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., by
permitting electronic submissions of
responses.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the ICR for OMB approval
of the extension of the information
collection; they will also become a
matter of public record.

Approved: October 13, 2017.

R. Joseph Durbala,

IRS Tax Analyst.

[FR Doc. 2017-22781 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am)
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Extension of Information
Collection Request Submitted for
Public Comment; Material Advisors of
Reportable Transactions, Lists of
Advisees

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Internal Revenue Service,
as part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden,
invites the public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning the
requirements relating to lists of advisees
kept by material advisors of reportable
transactions.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before December 19, 2017
to be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Tuawana Pinkston, Internal Revenue
Service, Room 6141, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DG 20224.
Requests for additional information or
copies of the regulations should be
directed to R. Joseph Durbala, at Internal
Revenue Service, Room 6129, 1111
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington
DC 20224, or through the internet, at
RJoseph.Durbala@irs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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Title: AJCA Modifications to the
Section 6112 Regulations.

OMB Number: 1545—1686.

Regulation Project Number: Form
13976.

Abstract: This document contains
final regulations under section 6112 of
the Internal Revenue Code that provide
the rules relating to the obligation of
material advisors to prepare and
maintain lists with respect to reportable
transactions. These regulations affect
material advisors responsible for
keeping lists under section 6112.

Current Actions: There is no change to
the burden previously approved.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
500.

Estimated Time per Respondent: 100
hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 50,000.

The following paragraph applies to all
the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.

Books or records relating to a
collection of information must be
retained if their contents may become
material in the administration of any
internal revenue law. Generally, tax
returns and tax return information are
confidential, as required by 26 U.S.C.
6103.

Desired Focus of Comments: The
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is
particularly interested in comments
that:

¢ Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

e Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including using
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., by
permitting electronic submissions of
responses.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the ICR for OMB approval
of the extension of the information
collection; they will also become a
matter of public record.

Approved: October 13, 2017.

R. Joseph Durbala,

IRS Tax Analyst.

[FR Doc. 2017-22784 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Extension of Information
Collection Request Submitted for
Public Comment; Form 12854,
Government Service Information

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Internal Revenue Service,
as part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden,
invites the public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning the
requirements relating to completing
Form 12854, Government Service
Information.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before December 19, 2017
to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Tuawana Pinkston, Internal Revenue
Service, Room 6141, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
Requests for additional information or
copies of the regulations should be
directed to R. Joseph Durbala, at Internal
Revenue Service, Room 6129, 1111
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20224, or through the internet, at
RJoseph.Durbala@irs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Government Service
Information.

OMB Number: 1545-1919.

Regulation Project Number: 12854.

Abstract: Part of the hiring process
requires applicants to provide IRS with
specific information to verify previous
employment history. Form 12854,
Government Service Information,
requests information from applicants
who were previously employed by the
Federal Government. The information
on the form is needed to assist in

providing information for pay setting
determinations of potential new
employees.

Current Actions: There is no change to
the burden previously approved.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
24,813.

Estimated Time per Respondent: 15
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 6,203.

The following paragraph applies to all
the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.

Books or records relating to a
collection of information must be
retained if their contents may become
material in the administration of any
internal revenue law. Generally, tax
returns and tax return information are
confidential, as required by 26 U.S.C.
6103.

Desired Focus of Comments: The
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is
particularly interested in comments
that:

¢ Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

¢ Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including using
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., by
permitting electronic submissions of
responses.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the ICR for OMB approval
of the extension of the information
collection; they will also become a
matter of public record.

Approved: October 13, 2017.
R. Joseph Durbala,
IRS Tax Analyst.
[FR Doc. 2017-22783 Filed 10~19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Notice of Availability of a Record of
Decision for a Replacement Robley
Rex Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center, Louisville, Kentucky

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) announces the availability
of the Record of Decision (ROD) for the
siting, construction, and operation of a
new campus to replace the existing
Robley Rex VA Medical Center (VAMC),
and three community-based outpatient
clinics in Louisville, Kentucky. VA
considered comments received on the
Draft EIS issued in October 2016;
identified VA’s preferred alternative in
the Final EIS issued on April 28, 2017;
and hereby incorporates by reference
the Final EIS into the ROD.

DATES: VA is publishing the Record of
Decision more than 30 days after
publishing the Final EIS.

ADDRESSES: The ROD is available for
viewing on the Web site
www.louisville.va.gov/newmedical
center.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Replacement VAMC Activation Team
Office, 800 Zorn Avenue, Louisville, KY
40206, Email: LouisvilleReplacement
HospitalComments@va.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Based on
the detailed analysis in the Final EIS,

along with public input and the
implementation of identified
management and mitigation measures to
minimize impacts identified in Chapter
5 of the Final EIS, Preferred Alternative
A (Brownsboro Site) is fully consistent
with the Agency’s mission to provide
high-quality, safe and accessible health
care for Veterans well into the 21st
Century; and has been shown to fully
meet the VA’s purpose and need for
action. Through a rigorous site selection
process and for reasons described in
Chapter 2 of the Final EIS, VA narrowed
the list of most suitable sites to the
Brownsboro and St. Joseph sites, and
has determined that the existing VAMC
cannot be expanded or rebuilt to fully
meet the current and projected health
care needs of Louisville-area Veterans.
The Brownsboro Site is located in closer
proximity to the University of Louisville
Hospital in downtown Louisville and
thus would better facilitate continued
collaboration between that facility and
the VAMC. Its more central location is
also closer to Veterans and VAMC
employees living in other parts of the
Louisville Metro area (e.g. west and
south), and it offers more direct access
via multiple interstates and major roads
for those Veterans coming from other
parts of the service area. With respect to
environmental concerns, it contains no
surface water resources or wetlands and
fewer protected species than the St.
Joseph Site.

VA acknowledges there would be
potential adverse impacts associated

with the Brownsboro Site, although
similar adverse effects would also occur
at the St. Joseph Site, particularly
related to traffic, which is one of the
main reasons for public opposition to
the Brownsboro Site.

The ROD is available for viewing on
the VA Web site at
www.louisville.va.gov/newmedical
center/ and at the St. Matthews and
Westport Branches of the Louisville
Free Public Library located at 3940
Grandview Avenue, Louisville, KY
40207 and 8100 Westport Road,
Louisville, KY 40222, respectively.
Information related to the EIS process is
also available for viewing on the VA
Web site at www.louisville.va.gov/
newmedicalcenter/.

Signing Authority: The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, or designee, approved
this document and authorized the
undersigned to sign and submit the
document to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication electronically as
an official document of the Department
of Veterans Affairs. Gina S. Farrisee,
Deputy Chief of Staff, Department of
Veterans Affairs, approved this
document on October 12, 2017, for
publication.

Dated: October 12, 2017.
Jeffrey Martin,

Office Program Manager, Office of Regulation
Policy & Management, Office of the Secretary,
Department of Veterans Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2017-22842 Filed 10-19-17; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8320-01-P
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Electronic and on-line services (voice) 741-6020
Privacy Act Compilation 741-6050
Public Laws Update Service (numbers, dates, etc.) 741-6043

ELECTRONIC RESEARCH
World Wide Web

Full text of the daily Federal Register, CFR and other publications
is located at: www.fdsys.gov.

Federal Register information and research tools, including Public
Inspection List, indexes, and Code of Federal Regulations are
located at: www.ofr.gov.

E-mail

FEDREGTOC (Daily Federal Register Table of Contents Electronic
Mailing List) is an open e-mail service that provides subscribers
with a digital form of the Federal Register Table of Contents. The
digital form of the Federal Register Table of Contents includes
HTML and PDF links to the full text of each document.

To join or leave, go to https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USGPOOFR/subscriber/new, enter your email address, then
follow the instructions to join, leave, or manage your
subscription.

PENS (Public Law Electronic Notification Service) is an e-mail
service that notifies subscribers of recently enacted laws.

To subscribe, go to http://listserv.gsa.gov/archives/publaws-1.html
and select Join or leave the list (or change settings); then follow
the instructions.

FEDREGTOC and PENS are mailing lists only. We cannot
respond to specific inquiries.

Reference questions. Send questions and comments about the
Federal Register system to: fedreg.info@nara.gov

The Federal Register staff cannot interpret specific documents or
regulations.

CFR Checklist. Effective January 1, 2009, the CFR Checklist no
longer appears in the Federal Register. This information can be
found online at http://bookstore.gpo.gov/.
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LIST OF PUBLIC LAWS

Note: No public bills which
have become law were
received by the Office of the
Federal Register for inclusion

in today’s List of Public
Laws.

Last List October 12, 2017

Public Laws Electronic
Notification Service
(PENS)

PENS is a free electronic mail
notification service of newly

enacted public laws. To
subscribe, go to http:/
listserv.gsa.gov/archives/
publaws-I.html

Note: This service is strictly
for E-mail notification of new
laws. The text of laws is not
available through this service.
PENS cannot respond to
specific inquiries sent to this
address.
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