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aids should be directed to the SAFMC
office (see ADDRESSES) at least 10
business days prior to the meeting.
Note: The times and sequence
specified in this agenda are subject to
change.
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 28, 2016.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2016—-23802 Filed 9-30-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XE920

Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Salmon Subcommittee of the Scientific
and Statistical Committee will hold a
joint methodology review meeting with
the Salmon Technical Team.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, October 18, 2016, from 1 p.m.
until business for the day is complete.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in
the Large Conference Room of the
Pacific Council.

Council address: Pacific Council,
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101,
Portland, OR 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Mike Burner, Pacific Council; (503)
820-2414.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of the methodology review
meeting is to discuss and review
proposed changes to analytical methods
used in salmon management.
Recommendations from the
methodology review meeting will be
presented at the November 13-21, 2016
Council meeting in Garden Grove, CA
where the Council is scheduled to take
final action on the proposals. One topic,
a forecast model for Sacramento River
winter Chinook, was adopted by the
Council at their September 12-20, 2016
meeting in Boise, ID for consideration at
the methodology review meeting.
Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may be
discussed, those issues may not be the

subject of formal action during the
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
document and any issues arising after
publication of this document that
require emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Mr.
Kris Kleinschmidt at (503) 820—-2425 at
least 10 business days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 28, 2016.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2016—23801 Filed 9-30-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XE664

Marine Mammals; File No. 20481

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a
permit has been issued to the British
Broadcasting Company (BBC) Natural
History Unit, 23 Whiteladies Road,
Bristol BS8 2LR, United Kingdom,
commercial and educational
photography on California sea lions
(Zalophus californianus).

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the Permits and Conservation
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 427-8401; fax (301) 713—-0376.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rosa
Gonzalez or Jennifer Skidmore, (301)
427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July
25, 2016, notice was published in the
Federal Register (81 FR 48394) that a
request for a permit to commercial and
educational photography on California
sea lions had been submitted by the

above-named applicant. The requested
permit has been issued under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking and importing of
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216).

Permit No. 20481 authorizes filming
California sea lions along the California
coast and offshore from Point Afio
Nuevo south to the Channel Islands. Up
to 1000 California sea lions may be
approached for filming from land,
vessel, and underwater (snorkelers or
scuba divers). In addition, up to1000
long-beaked common dolphins
(Delphinus capensis) and 1000 short-
beaked common dolphins (D. delphis)
may be incidentally harassed and filmed
during operations. The permit expires
on August 31, 2017.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Dated: September 27, 2016.
Julia Harrison,

Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2016-23723 Filed 9-30-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XE918

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Scientific & Statistical Committee to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). Recommendations from this
group will be brought to the full Council
for formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: This meeting will be held on
Tuesday, October 18, 2016, beginning at
9 a.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Hilton Garden Inn, Boston Logan,
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100 Boardman Street, Boston, MA
02128; phone: (617) 567—-6789.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Agenda

The committee will review
information provided by the Council’s
Scallop Plan Development Team (PDT)
and recommend the overfishing levels
(OFLs) and acceptable biological catches
(ABCs) for Atlantic sea scallops for
fishing years 2016 and 2017. They will
discuss other issues related to
improving control rules and ABC
recommendations for groundfish and
other stocks, including ecosystem
information, how to deal with
information from multiple stock
assessment models and other
information. Other business will be
discussed as needed.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465-0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 28, 2016.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2016—23800 Filed 9-30—16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Applications and
Reporting Requirements for the
Incidental Take of Marine Mammals by
Specified Activities (Other Than
Commercial Fishing Operations) Under
the Marine Mammal Protection Act

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before December 2,
2016.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Dale Youngkin, (301) 427—
8401 or ITP.Youngkin@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

This request is for an extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

The Marine Mammal Protection Act
of 1972 (MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.)
prohibits the “take” of marine mammals
unless otherwise authorized or
exempted by law. Among the provisions
that allow for lawful take of marine
mammals, sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D)
of the MMPA direct the Secretary of
Commerce to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing),
within a specified geographical region
if, after notice and opportunity for
public comment, we find that the taking
will have a negligible impact on the
affected species or stock(s) and will not
have an unmitigable adverse impact on
the availability of the species or stock(s)

for subsistence uses (where relevant).
The National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) also must set forth the
permissible methods of taking; other
means of effecting the least practicable
adverse impact on the species or stock
and its habitat (mitigation); and
requirements pertaining to the
monitoring and reporting of such taking.

Issuance of an incidental take
authorization (Authorization) under
section 101(a)(5)(A) or 101(a)(5)(D) of
the MMPA requires three sets of
information collection: (1) A complete
application for an Authorization, as set
forth in our implementing regulations at
50 CFR 216.104, which provides the
information necessary for us to make the
necessary statutory determinations,
including estimates of take and an
assessment of impacts on the affected
species and stocks; (2) information
relating to required monitoring; and (3)
information related to required
reporting. These collections of
information enable us to: (1) Evaluate
the proposed activity’s impact on
marine mammals; (2) arrive at the
appropriate determinations required by
the MMPA and other applicable laws
prior to issuing the authorization; and
(3) monitor impacts of activities for
which we have issued Authorizations to
determine if our predictions regarding
impacts on marine mammals remain
valid.

On August 4, 2016, NMFS published
a Federal Register Notice (81 FR 51694)
notifying the public of its new
Technical Guidance for Assessing the
Effects of Anthropogenic Sound on
Marine Mammal Hearing (Guidance).
This guidance established new
thresholds for predicting auditory
injury, which equates to Level A
harassment (a type of take) under the
MMPA. In that Federal Register Notice
we stated that we would consider the
effect of the Guidance, specifically
whether a revision in the burden hour
estimates is appropriate, and invite
public comment on its assessment.

Although NMFS has updated the
acoustic thresholds and these changes
may necessitate new methodologies for
calculating impacts, NMFS does not
anticipate that the new guidance will
substantially add to the overall burden
to applicants for incidental take
authorizations. This is due to the fact
that, recognizing that action proponents
have varying abilities to model and
estimate exposure, and that the new
guidance may be more complex than
some action proponents are able to
incorporate, NMFS provided an
alternative methodology with an
associated spreadsheet for use as an aid.
Action proponents already using more
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