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bearded (Erignathus barbatus) seals
during research activities; and, annual
unintentional mortality of 5 Steller sea
lions from the Western Distinct
Population Segment (wDPS) and 10
Steller sea lions from the Eastern DPS
through August 31, 2019.

Permit No. 18537—01 authorizes an
increase in the number of California and
Steller (wDPS) sea lions taken during
aerial surveys from 4,725 to 10,000, and
from 48,000 to 75,000, respectively; and
an increase in the volume on a single
blood draw from Steller sea lions from
up to 1ml/kg to up to 4ml/kg.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), NMFS determined
that the activities proposed are
consistent with the Preferred
Alternative in the 2007 Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS) for Steller Sea Lion
and Northern Fur Seal Research, and the
2014 Environmental Assessment for
Issuance of Permits to take Steller Sea
Lions by harassment during surveys
using unmanned aerial systems that
analyzed the effects of UAS, which were
not considered in the initial PEIS; and
that issuance of the permit would not
have a significant adverse impact on the
human environment.

As required by the ESA, issuance of
this permit was based on a finding that
such permit: (1) Was applied for in good
faith; (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of such endangered
species; and (3) is consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: April 5, 2016.
Julia Harrison,
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2016—08169 Filed 4-8—16; 8:45 am]
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The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Economic Survey of Gulf of
Mexico Dealers Associated With the

Gulf of Mexico Grouper-Tilefish
Individual Fishing Quota Program.

OMB Control Number: 0648—xxXX.
Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: Regular (request for
a new information collection).

Number of Respondents: 200.
Average Hours per Response: 1 hour.
Burden Hours: 200.

Needs and Uses: This request is for a
new information collection.

The National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) proposes to collect economic
and attitudinal data from reef fish
dealers regarding the performance of the
GOM Grouper-Tilefish IFQ Program five
years after its implementation. These
data will be used to estimate the effects
of the GT-IFQ Program on these
stakeholders for the five-year program
review mandated by the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (U.S.C. 1801 et seq).
The population targeted by the
economic survey is all federally
licensed dealers that participate in the
GOM reef fish fishery. In addition, the
information will be used to strengthen
and improve fishery management
decision-making, and satisfy legal
mandates under Executive Order 12866,
the Regulatory Flexibility Act, the
Endangered Species Act, the National
Environmental Policy Act and other
pertinent statues.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Frequency: Once.
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

This information collection request
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow
the instructions to view Department of
Commerce collections currently under
review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Dated: April 5, 2016.
Sarah Brabson,
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2016—08166 Filed 4—8—16; 8:45 am|
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Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
General Provisions for Domestic
Fisheries; Application for Exempted
Fishing Permits

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Regional
Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries,
Greater Atlantic Region, NMFS, has
made a preliminary determination that
an Exempted Fishing Permit application
contains all of the required information
and warrants further consideration. The
Exempted Fishing Permit would allow
commercial fishing vessels to fish
outside of the limited access scallop
regulations in support of research
conducted by the Coonamessett Farm
Foundation. These exemptions are in
support of research conducted on trips
to test gear modifications for bycatch
reduction in the scallop dredge fishery.
Regulations under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act require publication of
this notification to provide interested
parties the opportunity to comment on
applications for proposed Exempted
Fishing Permits.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 26, 2016

ADDRESSES: You may submit written
comments by any of the following
methods:

e Email: nmfs.gar.efp@noaa.gov.
Include in the subject line “CFF
Compensation Fishing Gear Research
EFP.”

e Mail: John K. Bullard, Regional
Administrator, NMFS, Greater Atlantic
Regional Fisheries Office, 55 Great
Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930.
Mark the outside of the envelope
“Comments on CFF Compensation
Fishing Gear Research EFP.”

e Fax:(978) 281-9135.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shannah Jaburek, Fisheries Management
Specialist, 978-282-8456.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Coonamessett Farm Foundation (CFF)
submitted a complete application for an
Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) on
March 15, 2016, that would allow gear
research to be conducted on vessels
fishing under compensation fishing
trips associated with five 2016 Scallop
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