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stock assessments and to meet NMFS’
research objectives. On August 18, 2015,
NMFS implemented Amendment 6 to
the 2006 Consolidated HMS FMP (80 FR
50074) which, among other things,
established a new base annual quota for
the sandbar shark research fishery as
90.7 mt dw (199,943 1b dw). The shark
research fishery gathers important
scientific data and allows selected
commercial fishermen the opportunity
to earn more revenue from selling the
sharks caught, including sandbar sharks.
Only the commercial shark fishermen
selected to participate in the shark
research fishery are authorized to land/
harvest sandbar sharks subject to the
sandbar quota available each year. The
selected shark research fishery
participants also have access to the
research large coastal shark, small
coastal shark, and pelagic shark quotas
subject to retention limits and quotas
per §§635.24 and 635.27, respectively.

On November 4, 2015 (80 FR 68513),
NMFS published a notice inviting
qualified commercial shark directed and
incidental permit holders to submit an
application to participate in the 2016
shark research fishery. NMFS received
16 applications, of which 11 applicants
were determined to meet all the
qualifications. NMFS selected five
qualified participants after considering
how to meet research objectives in
particular regions. NMFS expects to
invite qualified commercial shark
permit holders to submit an application
for the 2017 shark research fishery later
in 2016.

As with past years, the 2016 permit
terms and permitted activities (e.g.,
number of hooks and retention limits)
specifically authorized for selected
participants in the shark research
fishery were designated depending on
the scientific and research needs of the
Agency, as well as the number of
NMFS-approved observers available. In
order to inform selected participants of
this year’s specific permit requirements
and ensure all terms and conditions of
the permit are met, per the requirements
of §635.32 (f)(4), NMFS is holding a
mandatory permit holder meeting via
conference call.

Conference Call Date, Time, and Dial-
in Number

The conference call will be held on
January 15, 2016, from 2 to 4 p.m. (EST).
Participants and interested parties
should call 1-888-324—-3180 and use
the passcode 9803191. Selected
participants who do not attend will not
be allowed to participate in the shark
research fishery. While the conference
call is mandatory for selected

participants, other interested parties
may call in and listen to the discussion.

Selected participants are encouraged
to invite their captain, crew, or anyone
else who may assist them in meeting the
terms and conditions of the shark
research fishery permit.

Dated: January 11, 2016.
Emily H. Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

State Energy Advisory Board (STEAB)

AGENCY: Department of Energy, Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy.

ACTION: Notice of open teleconference.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a
teleconference call of the State Energy
Advisory Board (STEAB). The Federal
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—
463; 86 Stat. 770) requires that public
notice of these meetings be announced
in the Federal Register.

DATES: Thursday, February 18, 2016
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. (EDT). To
receive the call-in number and
passcode, please contact the Board’s
Designated Federal Officer at the
address or phone number listed below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Li, Policy Advisor, Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy, US Department of Energy, 1000
Independence Ave. SW., Washington,
DC 20585. Phone number 202—-287—
5718, and email michael li@ee.doe.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose of the Board: To make
recommendations to the Assistant
Secretary for the Office of Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy
regarding goals and objectives,
programmatic and administrative
policies, and to otherwise carry out the
Board’s responsibilities as designated in
the State Energy Efficiency Programs
Improvement Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101-
440).

Tentative Agenda: Receive STEAB
Task Force updates on action items and
revised objectives for FY 2016, discuss
follow-up opportunities and
engagement with EERE and other DOE
staff as needed to keep Task Force work
moving forward, continue engagement
with DOE, EERE and EPSA staff
regarding energy efficiency and
renewable energy projects and
initiatives, and receive updates on
member activities within their states.

Discuss plans for next live STEAB
meeting.

Public Participation: The meeting is
open to the public. Written statements
may be filed with the Board either
before or after the meeting. Members of
the public who wish to make oral
statements pertaining to agenda items
should contact Michael Li at the address
or telephone number listed above.
Requests to make oral comments must
be received five days prior to the
meeting; reasonable provision will be
made to include requested topic(s) on
the agenda. The Chair of the Board is
empowered to conduct the meeting in a
fashion that will facilitate the orderly
conduct of business.

Minutes: The minutes of the meeting
will be available for public review and
copying within 60 days on the STEAB
Web site at: http://www.energy.gov/eere/
steab/state-energy-advisory-board.

Issued at Washington, DC, on January 8,
2016.

LaTanya R. Butler,

Deputy Committee Management Officer.
[FR Doc. 2016-00685 Filed 1-13-16; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Combined Notice of Filings #1

Take notice that the Commission
received the following exempt
wholesale generator filings:

Docket Numbers: EG16—34—000.

Applicants: CPV Towantic, LLC.

Description: Notice of Self-
Certification of Exempt Wholesale
Generator Status of CPV Towantic, LLC.

Filed Date: 1/7/16.

Accession Number: 20160107-5194.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/16.

Docket Numbers: EG16—35-000.

Applicants: CPV Valley, LLC.

Description: Notice of Self-
Certification of Exempt Wholesale
Generator Status of CPV Valley, LLC.

Filed Date: 1/7/16.

Accession Number: 20160107-5195.

Comments Due: 5 p.m. ET 1/28/16.

Take notice that the Commission
received the following electric rate
filings:

Docket Numbers: ER16-168—001.

Applicants: New York Independent
System Operator, Inc.

Description: Tariff Amendment:
Response to Deficiency Letter re Penalty
Gas Cost to be effective 12/31/9998.

Filed Date: 1/7/16.

Accession Number: 20160107-5178.
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