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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 
New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda Items 
The Committee will meet to review 

recent stock assessment information 
from the U.S/Canada Transboundary 
Resource Assessment Committee and 
information provided by the Council’s 
Groundfish Plan Development Team 
(PDT) and recommend the overfishing 
level (OFL) and acceptable biological 
catch (ABC) for Georges Bank yellowtail 
flounder for the 2016 fishing year. They 
will also review information provided 
by the Council’s Skate PDT and 
recommend the OFL and ABC for the 
northeast skate complex for fishing 
years 2016–18 and address other 
business as necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
listed in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the Council’s intent to take 
final action to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
This meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at 
(978) 465–0492, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: August 7, 2015. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–19804 Filed 8–11–15; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its Risk 
Policy Working Group to consider 
actions affecting New England fisheries 
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 

DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Thursday, August 27, 2015 at 10 a.m. 

ADDRESSES: 
Meeting address: The meeting will be 

held at the Holiday Inn By the Bay, 88 
Spring Street, Portland, ME 04101; 
Telephone: (207) 775–2311; Fax: (207) 
772–4017. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 
New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Agenda items: 
The panel will continue the 

development of a Risk Policy ‘‘Road 
Map,’’ which will address the 
implementation of the Council’s Risk 
Policy across all Council-managed 
species; plan future work and address 
other business as necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before these groups for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
listed in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the Council’s intent to take 
final action to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at 
(978) 465–0492, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: August 7, 2015. 

Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2015–19803 Filed 8–11–15; 8:45 am] 
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Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) announces: Its 
intent to prepare a Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment (EA) to 
analyze the environmental impacts of 
issuing annual Incidental Take 
Authorizations (ITAs) pursuant to the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA) for the taking of marine 
mammals incidental to anthropogenic 
activities in the waters of Cook Inlet, 
AK, for the 2016 season and; its intent 
to institute an MMPA authorization 
cycle wherein companies planning to 
submit MMPA incidental harassment 
authorization applications for work to 
be conducted in Cook Inlet in 2016 do 
so by no later than October 1, 2015. 
DATES: All comments, written 
statements, and questions regarding the 
proposed process and preparation of the 
EA must be received no later than 
September 11, 2015. 
ADDRESSES: Comments on the 
application should be addressed to Jolie 
Harrison, Chief, Permits and 
Conservation Division, Office of 
Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. The 
mailbox address for providing email 
comments is itp.young@noaa.gov. 
Comments sent via email, including all 
attachments, must not exceed a 25- 
megabyte file size. NMFS is not 
responsible for comments sent to 
addresses other than those provided 
here. 

Instructions: All comments received 
are a part of the public record and will 
generally be posted to http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental.htm without change. All 
Personal Identifying Information (for 
example, name, address, etc.) 
voluntarily submitted by the commenter 
may be publicly accessible. Do not 
submit Confidential Business 
Information or otherwise sensitive or 
protected information. 
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