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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains regulatory documents having general
applicability and legal effect, most of which
are keyed to and codified in the Code of
Federal Regulations, which is published under
50 titles pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 1510.

The Code of Federal Regulations is sold by
the Superintendent of Documents. Prices of
new books are listed in the first FEDERAL
REGISTER issue of each week.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

8 CFR Part 293

[DHS Docket No. ICEB-2013-0002]

RIN 1653—-AA66

Change to Existing Regulation
Concerning the Interest Rate Paid on

Cash Deposited To Secure Immigration
Bonds

AGENCY: U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, DHS.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security is amending its regulations
addressing the payment of interest on
cash bond deposits to explicitly provide
that the Department of the Treasury
(Treasury) will set the interest rate.
Treasury will notify the public of its
interest rate determinations by
publishing the rates on the Treasury
Web site or via another mechanism.
Under the existing regulation, the
current rate of interest paid on deposits
securing cash bonds is 3 percent per
annum. 8 U.S.C. 1363(a); 8 CFR 293.2.
This final rulemaking is consistent with
the requirement of 8 U.S.C. 1363(a) that
interest payments shall be “at a rate
determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury, except that in no case shall
the interest rate exceed 3 per centum
per annum.”

DATES: This rule is effective August 17,
2015.

ADDRESSES: Comments and related
materials received from the public, as
well as documents mentioned in this
preamble as being available in the
docket, are part of docket ICEB—2013—
0002 and are available online by going
to http://www.regulations.gov, inserting
ICEB-2013-0002 in the “Search” box,
and then clicking “Search.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this rule, call or

email Don Benoit, Bonds Branch
Supervisor, Burlington Finance Center,
P.O. Box 5000, Williston, VT 05495—
5000. Telephone: (802) 288-7630, email:
Donald.R.Benoit@ice.dhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Regulatory History and Information

On October 28, 2013, DHS published
a notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM) in the Federal Register, entitled
Change to Existing Regulation
Concerning the Interest Rate Paid on
Cash Deposited to Secure Immigration
Bonds. 78 FR 64183. We received two
comments on the proposed rule. No
public meeting was requested, and none

was held.
II. Abbreviations

CFR Code of Federal Regulations

DHS Department of Homeland Security

FR Federal Register

ICE U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement

INA Immigration and Nationality Act of
1952, as amended

NPRM Notice of proposed rulemaking

OMB Office of Management and Budget

§ Section symbol

U.S.C. United States Code

III. Basis and Purpose

A. Immigration Bonds Secured by Cash

U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) may release certain
aliens from detention during removal
proceedings after a custody
determination has been made pursuant
to 8 CFR 236.1(c). As a condition of his/
her release from custody, an alien may
be required to post an immigration
bond. Currently, about 91 percent of the
immigration bonds issued each year is
secured by cash (cash bonds). (Fiscal
Year 2013 Total, Cash Bonds and Surety
Bonds—on file with the Bonds Branch,
ICE Financial Operations—Burlington).
The other 9 percent of the immigration
bonds are issued by surety companies
(surety bonds) certified by the
Department of the Treasury to post
bonds on behalf of the Federal
government pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9304—
9308 and 31 CFR part 223. ICE deposits
cash pledged as security on cash bonds
in a fund maintained by Treasury
known as the Immigration Bond Deposit
Account. These funds are held “in
trust” for the obligor and currently earn
simple interest at the rate of 3 percent
per annum. 8 U.S.C. 1363(a); 8 CFR part
293. Immigration bonds are not in effect

for a set period of time. They remain in
effect until they are breached or
canceled. On average, a cash bond is in
effect for about 34 months. (Data on file
with ICE Financial Operations—
Burlington).

B. Payment of Interest on Cash Bond
Deposits

In 1970, Congress added section 293
of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(INA), as amended, to pay interest at a
rate determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury, not to exceed 3 per centum
per annum, on cash received as security
for immigration bonds. Public Law 91—
313 (July 10, 1970) (codified at 8 U.S.C.
1363). Effective on the date of its
publication in the Federal Register, July
23, 1971, the interest rate set by
Treasury—3 per centum per annum—
has been paid on cash bond deposits
received after April 27, 1966. 36 FR
13677 (8 CFR part 293). Thus, since
1971, the Government has paid simple
interest at the rate of 3 percent per year
on cash deposited by bond obligors to
secure immigration bonds. Interest is
earned on a cash bond from the date the
bond is issued until it is breached or
canceled. The amount of interest earned
varies depending on the face amount of
the bond and the length of time it
remains in effect. For example, a $5,000
cash bond in effect for 3 years would
earn $450 in interest with a 3 percent
per annum interest rate.

In the NPRM published on October
28, 2013, DHS proposed to modify the
current 8 CFR 293.2, which states that
“effective from date of deposit occurring
after April 27, 1966, the interest rate
shall be 3 per centum per annum.” DHS
proposed to revise this provision to
explicitly state that Treasury will set the
interest rate directly. Thus, DHS
proposed to utilize the rate set by
Treasury in issuing interest payments,
with DHS having no role in setting the
rate. 78 FR 64183.

IV. Discussion of Comments and the
Final Rule

The October 2013 NPRM provided for
a public comment period of 60 days,
which ended on December 27, 2013.
During that time period, DHS received
two public comments. One of the
comments recommended the interest
rate be set at the flat rate of one-half of
one percent. DHS considered the
comment and decided not to adopt it.
As discussed above, Treasury possesses
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the statutory authority to set the interest
rate on cash received as security for
immigration bonds. Public Law 91-313
(July 10, 1970) (codified at 8 U.S.C.
1363). DHS does not possess the
statutory authority to set the rate in the
manner suggested by the commenter.

The second comment, submitted by a
bonding agency, opposed the rule
because the rule did not specify that any
change in the interest rate would only
apply to cash bonds posted after
Treasury issues a new interest rate. The
commenter proposed keeping the
current 3 percent interest rate for all
bonds posted prior to the effective date
of an interest rate change until the bond
was breached or canceled. For bonds
posted after the effective date of the
rule, the commenter proposed applying
the interest rate in effect at the time the
bond was posted throughout the life of
the bond.

DHS has decided against adopting
this proposal. DHS understands that
Treasury may set a fluctuating, market-
based rate that will not exceed the
statutory 3 percent ceiling. Assuming
that Treasury sets such a rate, DHS will
apply the new rate to all cash bond
deposits as of the rate’s effective date.
Unless Treasury’s published rate
requires otherwise, DHS will adjust any
Treasury-determined rate each time the
rate changes. Consistent with 8 U.S.C.
1363, bond deposits will continue to
receive the 3 percent rate until the new
Treasury rate goes into effect. After the
effective date of a new rate, DHS will
apply the new Treasury rate to all bond
deposits.

After considering different options for
how to finalize this regulation,
including the method proposed in the
second comment, DHS has determined
that unless Treasury’s published rate
requires otherwise, it will apply any
new Treasury rate to all bond deposits
regardless of when the bond was posted.
DHS made this decision for a number of
reasons. If DHS adopted the second
comment and assigned a fixed interest
rate based on the date the bond was
posted, DHS would not be able to
effectuate a determination by Treasury
that a fluctuating rate be applied to cash
bond deposits. Under 8 U.S.C. 1363(a),
cash received as security on an
immigration bond ‘“‘shall bear interest at
a rate determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury.” The second comment’s
proposal—that DHS require multiple
interest rates to be paid on bonds
depending on the date the bond was
posted—is inconsistent with the
statutory language.

DHS’s approach also has the
advantage of applying any new interest
rate uniformly to cash bond deposits.

All deposits will continue to receive the
3 percent rate until a new interest rate
goes into effect. As of the effective date
of the new rate, the new rate will be
applied to all of the deposits and, as the
rate changes, each succeeding new rate
will be applied to all of the deposits.
This approach recognizes Treasury’s
broad discretion under statute to set an
appropriate rate. This approach has the
further advantage of allowing any new
interest rate’s budget impact to be
monitored.

DHS has carefully considered how the
new rule impacts the ability of an alien
to secure a cash bond and expects that
any effects will be negligible. For a
variety of reasons, DHS believes that
cash bond obligors are generally
insensitive to changes in the bond
interest rate. For instance, in DHS’s
experience, the vast majority of cash
bond obligors are the alien’s family
members or friends who post bonds for
the primary purpose of releasing the
alien from custody. The interest earned
on the cash deposits for these obligors
is incidental to effectuating the alien’s
release. Moreover, if any cash bond
obligors are so sensitive to a change in
the bond’s interest rate that they want
to terminate their obligations under the
bond, a process exists that allows the
possible early surrender of the bonded
alien. Any obligor may ask the DHS
office that posted the bond to authorize
surrender of the alien before being
required to do so by DHS. Such a
request may be granted at the discretion
of the office where the bond was posted.
If the request is granted, the bond would
be canceled once the obligor effectuates
surrender of the alien, and the cash
deposit would be refunded.

Finally, the second commenter noted
the possibility of unfair surprise if the
interest rate were to change during the
life of the bond, because ““the depositing
party was advised of, and relied upon,
the 3% interest rate at the time the cash
deposit was made.” While Treasury’s
initial determination of a 3 percent
interest rate was published in a 1971
regulation, 8 CFR 293.2, DHS notes that,
since 1970, it has been Treasury’s
statutory prerogative to determine the
interest rate. The bond agreement
between DHS and the bond obligor does
not contain an interest rate as one of its
terms and does not guarantee that the
interest rate originally determined by
Treasury would be in effect for the life
of the bond. ICE Form I-352. Instead, by
statute, Treasury is authorized to
determine the interest rate, and DHS
calculates the amount of interest earned
based on the rate set by Treasury, the
face amount of the bond, and the
number of days that the bond was in

effect. Even assuming a future change in
the interest rate frustrates the
expectations of an obligor who was
aware of the 3 percent rate, ICE may
nonetheless apply a new rate to a bond
deposit after the new rate goes into
effect because ICE will not be attaching
new legal consequences to completed,
past conduct. Instead, ICE will be
applying the new rate to an open cash
bond—an agreement whose fulfillment
is still a work in progress. Until
Treasury sets a new interest rate, cash
deposits currently securing bonds will
continue to receive the 3 percent
interest rate. As described above,
following implementation of a new
interest rate, deposits could begin
receiving a different rate. This approach
will therefore have an exclusively future
effect.

V. Statutory and Regulatory
Requirements

DHS developed this rule after
considering numerous statutes and
executive orders related to rulemaking.
The below sections summarize our
analyses based on a number of these
statutes and executive orders.

A. Executive Orders 12866 and 13563:
Regulatory Planning and Review

Executive Orders 12866 and 13563
direct agencies to assess the costs and
benefits of available regulatory
alternatives and, if regulation is
necessary, to select regulatory
approaches that maximize net benefits
(including potential economic,
environmental, public health and safety
effects, distributive impacts, and
equity). Executive Order 13563
emphasizes the importance of
quantifying both costs and benefits, of
reducing costs, of harmonizing rules,
and of promoting flexibility. The Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) has
not designated this rule a “significant
regulatory action” under section 3(f) of
Executive Order 12866. Accordingly,
OMB did not review the proposed rule
and has not reviewed the final rule.

The proposed and final rules
explicitly state that Treasury is
authorized by statute to set the interest
rate paid on cash deposited to secure
immigration bonds, provided that the
rate cannot exceed 3 percent per year
and cannot be less than 0. In deciding
to propose this rule, DHS considered
whether DHS would implement any
possible future changes to the current
fixed interest rate of 3 percent per
annum that may be made by Treasury,
through informal rulemaking or other
means. DHS rejected this alternative.
Because Congress authorized the
Secretary of the Treasury to set the rate
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directly, the approach that DHS
proposed and adopts here is a more
efficient and cost-effective process.

The proposed and final rules further
do not make any changes to the current
interest rate paid to cash bond obligors;
under current law, a change to the
current interest rate paid cannot be
made except under Treasury’s sole
authority. As this rulemaking does not
make any changes to the current fixed
3 percent per annum interest rate, this
rule does not impose any costs on bond
obligors.

As noted above, under current law,
Treasury has the sole authority to set the
interest rate that DHS uses to determine
the amount of interest paid for cash
immigration bonds. The rule provides
that Treasury will set the interest rate
directly and will publish the interest
rate on the Treasury Web site or through
another mechanism. This will save DHS
resources by removing the intermediate
step for DHS to implement Treasury’s
decision by informal rulemaking.

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act

Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act
of 1980 (RFA), 5 U.S.C. 601-612, as
amended, we have considered whether
this rule would have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. The term
“small entities”” comprises small
businesses, not-for-profit organizations
that are independently owned and
operated and are not dominant in their
fields, and governmental jurisdictions
with populations of less than 50,000.

This rule does not impose any direct
costs on small entities. Consequently,
DHS certifies this final rule would not
impose a significant economic impact
on a substantial number of small
entities. DHS received no public
comments challenging this certification.

C. The Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996

This final rule is not a major rule as
defined by 5 U.S.C. 804, for purposes of
congressional review of agency
rulemaking under the Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of
1996, Pub. L. 104-121. This rule would
not result in an annual effect on the
economy of $100 million or more; a
major increase in costs or prices; or
adverse effects on competition,
employment, investment, productivity,
innovation, or the ability of United
States-based companies to compete with
foreign-based companies in domestic or
export markets.

D. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995

All Departments are required to
submit to OMB for review and approval,

any reporting or recordkeeping
requirements inherent in a rule under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Pub. L. 104-13, 109 Stat. 163 (1995), 44
U.S.C. 3501-3520. This rule does not
change or require a collection of
information.

E. Federalism

A rule has implications for federalism
under Executive Order 13132,
Federalism, if it has a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. We have
analyzed this rule under the Order and
have determined that it does not have
implications for federalism.

F. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1531-1538) requires
federal agencies to assess the effects of
their discretionary regulatory actions. In
particular, the Act addresses actions
that may result in the expenditure by a
State, local, or tribal government, in the
aggregate or by the private sector of
$100,000,000 (adjusted for inflation) or
more in any one year. This rule will not
result in such an expenditure.

G. Private Property

This rule will not cause a taking of
private property or otherwise have
takings implications under Executive
Order 12630, Governmental Actions and
Interference with Constitutionally
Protected Property Rights.

H. Civil Justice Reform

This rule meets applicable standards
in section 3(a) and 3(b)(2) of Executive
Order 12988, Civil Justice Reform, to
minimize litigation, eliminate
ambiguity, and reduce burden. DHS has
determined that this rule meets the
requirements of E.O. 12988 because it
does not involve any retroactive effects,
preemptive effects, or any other matters
addressed in E.O. 12988.

L. Energy Effects

We have analyzed this rule under
Executive Order 13211, Actions
Concerning Regulations That
Significantly Affect Energy Supply,
Distribution, or Use. We have
determined that it is not a ““significant
energy action” under that order because
it is not a “significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866 and will
not have a significant adverse effect on
the supply, distribution, or use of
energy.

J. Technical Standards

The National Technology Transfer
and Advancement Act (NTTAA) (15
U.S.C. 272 note) directs agencies to use
voluntary consensus standards in their
regulatory activities unless the agency
provides Congress, through the Office of
Management and Budget, with an
explanation of why using these
standards would be inconsistent with
applicable law or otherwise impractical.
Voluntary consensus standards are
technical standards (e.g., specifications
of materials, performance, design, or
operation; test methods; sampling
procedures; and related management
systems practices) that are developed or
adopted by voluntary consensus
standards bodies. This rule does not use
technical standards. Therefore, we did
not consider the use of voluntary
consensus standards.

K. National Environmental Policy Act

U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Management Directive (MD)
023-01 establishes procedures that the
Department and its components use to
comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 43214375, and the
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) regulations for implementing
NEPA, 40 CFR parts 1500-1508. CEQ
regulations allow federal agencies to
establish categories of actions which do
not individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human
environment and, therefore, do not
require an Environmental Assessment or
Environmental Impact Statement. 40
CFR 1508.4. DHS MD 023-01 lists the
Categorical Exclusions that the
Department has found to have no such
effect. MD 023-01 app. A tbl.1.

This final rule amends 8 CFR part 293
to change the interest rate for
immigration bonds secured by cash
from a fixed rate of 3 percent per year
to a rate determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury, provided that the rate does
not exceed 3 percent per year and is not
less than 0. DHS has analyzed this rule
under MD 023-01. ICE has determined
that this action is one of a category of
actions which does not individually or
cumulatively have a significant effect on
the human environment. This rule
clearly fits within the two Categorical
Exclusions found in MD 023-01,
Appendix A, Table 1: A3(a):
“Promulgation of rules . . . of a strictly
administrative and procedural nature”;
and A3(d): “Promulgation of rules . . .
that interpret or amend an existing
regulation without changing its
environmental effect.” This rule is not
part of a larger action. This rule presents
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no extraordinary circumstances creating
the potential for significant
environmental effects. Therefore, this
rule is categorically excluded from
further NEPA review.

List of Subjects in 8 CFR Part 293

Administrative practice and
procedure, Aliens, Bonds, Immigration,
Interest rate.

Amendments to the Regulations

For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, DHS amends 8 CFR part 293
as follows:

PART 293—DEPOSIT OF AND
INTEREST ON CASH RECEIVED TO
SECURE IMMIGRATION BONDS

m 1. Revise the authority citation for part
293 to read as follows:

Authority: 8 U.S.C. 1363.
m 2. Revise § 293.1 to read as follows:

§293.1 Computation of interest.

The Secretary of the Treasury
determines the rate at which an
immigration bond secured by cash shall
bear interest, consistent with 8 CFR
293.2. Interest shall be computed from
the deposit date to and including the
refund date or breach date of the
immigration bond. For purposes of this
part, the deposit date shall be the date
shown on the receipt for the cash
received as security on an immigration
bond. The refund date shall be the date
upon which the interest is certified to
the Treasury Department for payment.
The breach date shall be the date the
immigration bond was breached as
shown on Form I-323—“Notice—
Immigration Bond Breached.” In
counting the number of days for which
interest shall be computed, the day on
which the cash was deposited shall not
be counted; however, the refund date or
the breach date shall be counted.

m 3. Revise § 293.2 to read as follows:

§293.2

Interest on cash deposited to secure
immigration bonds will be at the rate as
determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury, but in no case will exceed 3
per centum per annum or be less than
zero. The rate will be published by
Treasury on the Treasury Web site or
through another mechanism.

m 4. Revise § 293.3 to read as follows:

Interest rate.

§293.3 Time of payment.

Interest shall be paid only at time of
disposition of principal cash when the
immigration bond has been cancelled or
declared breached.

§293.4 [Removed]

m 5. Remove § 293.4.

Jeh Charles Johnson,

Secretary of Homeland Security.

[FR Doc. 2015-14675 Filed 6-15—15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-28-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 23

[Docket No. FAA-2015-0722; Special
Conditions No. 23-265-SC]

Special Conditions: Honda Aircraft
Company, Model HA-420; Fire
Extinguishing for Overwing Pylon
Mounted Engines

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Final special conditions; request
for comments.

SUMMARY: These special conditions are
issued for the Honda Aircraft Company
model HA—420 airplane. This airplane
will have a novel or unusual design
feature associated with mounting the
engines on the wings in close proximity
to the aft fuselage. The applicable
airworthiness regulations do not contain
adequate or appropriate safety standards
for this design feature. These special
conditions contain the additional safety
standards that the Administrator
considers necessary to establish a level
of safety equivalent to that established
by the existing airworthiness standards.

DATES: The effective date of these
special conditions is June 16, 2015.

We must receive your comments by
July 16, 2015.

ADDRESSES: Send comments identified
by docket number FAA-2015-0722
using any of the following methods:

» Federal eRegulations Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov and follow
the online instructions for sending your
comments electronically.

» Mail: Send comments to Docket
Operations, M—30, U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT), 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Room W12-140, West
Building Ground Floor, Washington,
DC, 20590-0001.

» Hand Delivery of Courier: Take
comments to Docket Operations in
Room W12-140 of the West Building
Ground Floor at 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington, DC, between 9
a.m., and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.

= Fax: Fax comments to Docket
Operations at 202—493-2251.

Privacy: The FAA will post all
comments it receives, without change,
to http://regulations.gov, including any
personal information the commenter
provides. Using the search function of
the docket Web site, anyone can find
and read the electronic form of all
comments received into any FAA
docket, including the name of the
individual sending the comment (or
signing the comment for an association,
business, labor union, etc.). DOT’s
complete Privacy Act Statement can be
found in the Federal Register published
on April 11, 2000 (65 FR 19477-19478),
as well as at http://DocketsInfo.dot.gov.

Docket: Background documents or
comments received may be read at
http://www.regulations.gov at any time.
Follow the online instructions for
accessing the docket or go to the Docket
Operations in Room W12-140 of the
West Building Ground Floor at 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington,
DC, between 9 a.m., and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jeff
Pretz, Federal Aviation Administration,
Aircraft Certification Service, Small
Airplane Directorate, ACE-111, 901
Locust, Kansas City, Missouri 64106;
816-329-3239, fax 816—329-4090, email
jeff.pretz@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
has determined, in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B) and (d)(3), that
notice and opportunity for prior public
comment hereon are unnecessary
because the substance of these special
conditions has been subject to the
public comment process in several prior
instances with no substantive comments
received. The FAA therefore finds that
good cause exists for making these
special conditions effective upon
issuance.

SpeciaIN%ondition Company/Airplane Model

23-210-SC ....... Adam Aircraft Model A700.

23-245-SC ....... Cirrus Design Corporation
Model SF50.

23-221-SC ....... Embraer S.A. Model EMB—
500.

Comments Invited

We invite interested people to take
part in this rulemaking by sending
written comments, data, or views. The
most helpful comments reference a
specific portion of the special
conditions, explain the reason for any
recommended change, and include
supporting data. We ask that you send
us two copies of written comments.

We will consider all comments we
receive on or before the closing date for
comments. We will consider comments
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filed late if it is possible to do so
without incurring expense or delay. We
may change these special conditions
based on the comments we receive.

Background

On October 11, 2006, Honda Aircraft
Company applied for a type certificate
for their new model HA-420. On
October 10, 2013, Honda Aircraft
Company requested an extension with
an effective application date of October
1, 2013. This extension changed the
type certification basis to amendment
23-62.

The HA-420 is a four to five
passenger (depending on configuration),
two crew, lightweight business jet with
a 43,000-foot service ceiling and a
maximum takeoff weight of 9963
pounds. The airplane is powered by two
GE-Honda Aero Engines (GHAE) HF-
120 turbofan engines.

The turbofan engines are mounted on
a single pylon on each wing near the aft
fuselage. These types of aft mounted
engine installations, along with the need
to protect such installed engines from
fires, were not envisioned in the
development of the part 23 normal
category regulations. The performance
of the airplane is such that a pilot may
not be able to locate a suitable landing
site and safely land the airplane prior to
a fire escaping the fire containment
capabilities of the engine fire zone.

Type Certification Basis

Under the provisions of 14 CFR 21.17,
Honda Aircraft Company must show
that the model HA—420 meets the
applicable provisions of part 23, as
amended by Amendment 23—1 through
Amendment 23-62 thereto.

If the Administrator finds that the
applicable airworthiness regulations
(i.e., 14 CFR part 23) do not contain
adequate or appropriate safety standards
for the model HA—420 because of a
novel or unusual design feature, special
conditions are prescribed under the
provisions of § 21.16.

In addition to the applicable
airworthiness regulations and special
conditions, the model HA—420 must
comply with the fuel vent and exhaust
emission requirements of 14 CFR part
34 and the noise certification
requirements of 14 CFR part 36. In
addition, the FAA must issue a finding
of regulatory adequacy under section
611 of Public Law 92-574, the “Noise
Control Act of 1972.”

The FAA issues special conditions, as
defined in §11.19, under §11.38 and
they become part of the type
certification basis under § 21.17(a)(2).

Special conditions are initially
applicable to the model for which they

are issued. Should the type certificate
for that model be amended later to
include any other model that
incorporates the same novel or unusual
design feature, the special conditions
would also apply to the other model.

Novel or Unusual Design Features

The model HA-420 will incorporate
the following novel or unusual design
features: Turbofan engines are mounted
on a single pylon on each wing near the
aft fuselage not in the pilot’s line of
sight.

This type of configuration was not
envisioned in the development of part
23 normal category airplanes. Therefore,
a special condition for the engine fire
extinguishing system on the model HA-
420 is required.

As the extinguishing agent is subject
to change during the service life of the
airplane, the certification basis must
include SC 23.1195, SC 23.1197, SC
23.1199, and SC 23.1201 in their
entirety.

Discussion

Part 23 has historically addressed fire
protection through prevention,
identification, and containment.
Prevention has been accomplished by
minimizing the potential for ignition of
flammable fluids and vapors.
Identification has traditionally been
achieved by the location of the engines
within the pilot’s primary field of view
and/or with the incorporation of fire
detection systems. This philosophy has
provided for both the rapid detection of
a fire and confirmation when it has been
extinguished. Containment has been
provided through the isolation of
designated fire zones through flammable
fluid shutoff valves and firewalls. The
containment philosophy also ensures
components of the engine control
system will function effectively to
permit a safe shutdown of the engine.
However, containment has only been
required to be demonstrated for 15
minutes. In the event of a fire in a
traditional part 23 airplane, the
corrective action is to land as soon as
possible. For a small, simple aircraft
originally envisioned by part 23, it is
possible to descend the aircraft to a
suitable landing site within 15 minutes.
Thus, if the isolation means do not
extinguish the fire, the occupants can
safely exit the aircraft prior to breaching
the firewall. These simple and
traditional aircraft normally have the
engine located away from critical flight
control systems and primary structure.
This has ensured that throughout the
fire event the pilot can maintain control
and continue safe flight. It has also
made predicting the effects of a fire

relatively easy. Other design features of
these simple and traditional aircraft,
such as low stall speeds and short
landing distances, ensure that even in
the event of an off field landing the
potential for a catastrophic outcome has
been minimized.

Amendment 23-62 applies to the
model HA-420 and addresses the
concerns above by requiring engine fire
extinguishing for engines embedded in
the fuselage or in pylons on the aft
fuselage, but do not address engines
mounted in pylons over the wing as
used on the model HA-420. The engine
fire concerns for engines mounted in
overwing pylons near the aft fuselage
are the same as those associated with
engines mounted in pylons on the aft
fuselage; therefore, the engine fire
extinguishing requirements included in
part 23, amendments 23—1 through 23—

62 apply.
Applicability

As discussed above, these special
conditions are applicable to the model
HA—420. Should Honda Airplane
Company apply at a later date for a
change to the type certificate to include
another model incorporating the same
novel or unusual design feature, the
special conditions would apply to that
model as well.

Conclusion

This action affects only certain novel
or unusual design features on one model
of airplanes. It is not a rule of general
applicability and affects only the
applicant who applied to the FAA for
approval of these features on the
airplane.

The substance of these special
conditions has been subjected to the
notice and comment period in several
prior instances, identified above, and
has been derived without substantive
change from those previously issued. It
is unlikely that prior public comment
would result in a significant change
from the substance contained herein.
Therefore, notice and opportunity for
prior public comment hereon are
unnecessary and the FAA finds good
cause, in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(3)(B) and (d)(3), making these
special conditions effective upon
issuance. The FAA is requesting
comments to allow interested persons to
submit views that may not have been
submitted in response to the prior
opportunities for comment described
above.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 23

Aircraft, Aviation safety, Signs and
symbols.
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Citation

The authority citation for these
special conditions is as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113 and
44701; 14 CFR 21.16 and 21.17; and 14 CFR
11.38 and 11.19.

The Special Conditions

m Accordingly, pursuant to the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the following special conditions are
issued as part of the type certification
basis for Honda Airplane Company
model HA—420 airplanes.

1. Fire Extinguishing for Overwing
Pylon Mounted Engines

SC 23.1195 Fire Extinguishing
Systems

(a) Fire extinguishing systems must be
installed and compliance shown with
the following:

(1) Except for combustor, turbine, and
tailpipe sections of turbine-engine
installations that contain lines or
components carrying flammable fluids
or gases for which a fire originating in
these sections is shown to be
controllable, a fire extinguisher system
must serve each engine compartment.

(2) The fire extinguishing system, the
quantity of the extinguishing agent, the
rate of discharge, and the discharge
distribution must be adequate to
extinguish fires. An individual “one-
shot” system may be used except for
embedded engines where a ‘“two shot”
system must be used.

(3) The fire extinguishing system for
a nacelle must be able to simultaneously
protect each compartment of the nacelle
for which protection is provided.

(b) If an auxiliary power unit is
installed in any airplane certificated to
this part, that auxiliary power unit
compartment must be served by a fire
extinguishing system meeting the
requirements of paragraph (a)(2) of this
section.

SC 23.1197 Fire Extinguishing Agents

The following applies:

(a) Fire extinguishing agents must—

(1) Be capable of extinguishing flames
emanating from any burning of fluids or
other combustible materials in the area
protected by the fire extinguishing
system; and

(2) Have thermal stability over the
temperature range likely to be
experienced in the compartment in
which they are stored.

(b) If any toxic extinguishing agent is
used, provisions must be made to
prevent harmful concentrations of fluid
or fluid vapors (from leakage during
normal operation of the airplane or as a
result of discharging the fire

extinguisher on the ground or in flight)
from entering any personnel
compartment, even though a defect may
exist in the extinguishing system. This
must be shown by test except for built-
in carbon dioxide fuselage compartment
fire extinguishing systems for which—

(1) Five pounds or less of carbon
dioxide will be discharged, under
established fire control procedures, into
any fuselage compartment; or

(2) Protective breathing equipment is
available for each flight member on
flight deck duty.

SC 23.1199 Extinguishing Agent
Containers

The following applies:

(a) Each extinguishing agent container
must have a pressure relief valve to
prevent bursting of the container by
excessive internal pressures.

(b) The discharge end of each
discharge line from a pressure relief
connection must be located so that
discharge of the fire-extinguishing agent
would not damage the airplane. The line
must also be located or protected to
prevent clogging caused by ice or other
foreign matter.

(c) A means must be provided for
each fire extinguishing agent container
to indicate that the container has
discharged or that the charging pressure
is below the established minimum
necessary for proper functioning.

(d) The temperature of each container
must be maintained under intended
operating conditions, to prevent the
pressure in the container from—

(1) Falling below that necessary to
provide an adequate rate of discharge; or

(2) Rising high enough to cause
premature discharge.

(e) If a pyrotechnic capsule is used to
discharge the extinguishing agent, each
container must be installed so that
temperature conditions will not cause
hazardous deterioration of the
pyrotechnic capsule.

SC 23.1201 Fire Extinguishing System
Materials

The following apply:

(a) No material in any fire
extinguishing system may react
chemically with any extinguishing agent
so as to create a hazard.

(b) Each system component in an
engine compartment must be fireproof.

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on June 9,
2015.

Earl Lawrence,

Small Airplane Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2015-14816 Filed 6-15-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2014-0575; Directorate
Identifier 2014-NM—-086-AD; Amendment
39-18181; AD 2015-12-07]

RIN 2120-AA64
Airworthiness Directives; The Boeing
Company Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: We are adopting a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for all The
Boeing Company Model 747—-8F and
747-8 series airplanes. This AD was
prompted by reports of delamination
damage to leading edge (LE) variable
camber krueger (VCK) flaps. This AD
requires repetitive inspections to detect
delamination damage of the lightning
strike applique (LSA) on certain LE VCK
flaps, and corrective actions if
necessary. We are issuing this AD to
detect and correct delamination damage
to certain LE VCK flaps, which can
reduce the lightning strike protection
capability on certain LE VCK flaps and
result in an uncommanded motion of
the trailing edge flap system; such
uncommanded flap motion, without
shutdown of the trailing edge or leading
edge flaps, could cause unexpected
changes in lift, potentially resulting in
asymmetric lift and loss of control of the
airplane.

DATES: This AD is effective July 21,
2015.

The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
of a certain publication listed in this AD
as of July 21, 2015.

ADDRESSES: For service information
identified in this AD, contact Boeing
Commercial Airplanes, Attention: Data
& Services Management, P. O. Box 3707,
MC 2H-65, Seattle, WA 98124-2207;
telephone 206-544-5000, extension 1;
fax 206—-766-5680; Internet https://
www.myboeingfleet.com. You may view
this referenced service information at
the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA. For information on the
availability of this material at the FAA,
call 425-227-1221. It is also available
on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA 2014—
0575.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://


https://www.myboeingfleet.com
https://www.myboeingfleet.com
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov

Federal Register/Vol. 80, No. 115/ Tuesday, June 16, 2015/Rules and Regulations

34245

www.regulations.gov by searching for
and locating Docket No. FAA-2014—
0575; or in person at the Docket
Management Facility between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. The AD docket
contains this AD, the regulatory
evaluation, any comments received, and
other information. The address for the
Docket Office (phone: 800-647-5527) is
Docket Management Facility, U.S.
Department of Transportation, Docket
Operations, M—30, West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington,
DC 20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kelly McGuckin, Aerospace Engineer,
Systems and Equipment Branch, ANM-
130S, FAA, Seattle Aircraft Certification
Office, 1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton,
WA 98057-3356; phone: 425-917-6490;
fax: 425-917-6590; email:
kelly.mcguckin@faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Discussion

We issued a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR
part 39 by adding an AD that would
apply to all The Boeing Company Model
747-8F and 747-8 series airplanes. The
NPRM published in the Federal
Register on August 26, 2014 (79 FR
50875). The NPRM was prompted by
reports of delamination damage to LE
VCK flaps. The NPRM proposed to
require repetitive inspections to detect
delamination damage of the LSA on the
LE VCK flaps at positions 6 through 9
(left wing) and 18 through 21 (right
wing), and corrective actions if
necessary. We are issuing this AD to
detect and correct delamination damage
to certain LE VCK flaps, which can
reduce the lightning strike protection
capability on the LE VCK flaps and
result in an uncommanded motion of
the trailing edge flap system. Such
uncommanded flap motion, without
shutdown of the trailing edge or leading

changes in lift, potentially resulting in
asymmetric lift and loss of control of the
airplane.

Comments

We gave the public the opportunity to
participate in developing this AD. The
following presents the comments
received on the NPRM (79 FR 50875,
August 26, 2014) and the FAA’s
response to each comment.

Request To Revise Component
Description

Boeing requested that we revise the
NPRM (79 FR 50875, August 26, 2014)
to describe the affected LE flaps with
lightning strike applique installed as the
LE VCK flaps at positions 6 through 9
(left wing) and 18 through 21 (right
wing). Boeing pointed out that only the
affected flaps should be specified,
instead of all LE VCK flaps.

We agree with the commenter’s
request. Not all LE VCK flaps are
affected by the identified unsafe
condition. We have revised the SUMMARY
section of this final rule and paragraph
(e) of this AD to specify “certain” LE
VCK flaps. We have also revised the
DISCUSSION section of this final rule and
paragraph (g) of this AD to specify LE
VCK flaps at position 6 through 9 (left
wing) and 18 through 21 (right wing).

Request To Correct Typographical
Errors

Boeing requested that we revise the
service bulletin title in the “Differences
Between this Proposed AD and the
Service Information” section and
paragraphs (g) and (h) of the NPRM (79
FR 50875, August 26, 2014) from Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 747-57-2338,
dated January 14, 2014; to Boeing
Special Attention Service Bulletin 747—
57-2338, dated January 14, 2014.

Boeing also requested that we revise
“Original issue” in paragraph (h) of the
NPRM (79 FR 50875, August 26, 2014)
to “Original Issue.”

We agree with the commenter’s

typographical errors. We have revised
paragraphs (g) and (h) of this AD
accordingly. However, because the
“Differences Between this Proposed AD
and the Service Information” section is
not repeated in the final rule, no change
is necessary in this regard.

Conclusion

We reviewed the relevant data,
considered the comments received, and
determined that air safety and the
public interest require adopting this AD
with the changes described previously
and minor editorial changes. We have
determined that these minor changes:

e Are consistent with the intent that
was proposed in the NPRM (79 FR
50875, August 26, 2014) for correcting
the unsafe condition; and

¢ Do not add any additional burden
upon the public than was already
proposed in the NPRM (79 FR 50875,
August 26, 2014).

We also determined that these
changes will not increase the economic
burden on any operator or increase the
scope of this AD.

Related Service Information Under 1
CFR Part 51

We reviewed Boeing Special
Attention Service Bulletin 747-57—
2338, dated January 14, 2014. The
service information describes
procedures for inspections to detect
delamination damage of the LSA on the
LE VCK flaps and corrective actions.
This service information is reasonably
available because the interested parties
have access to it through their normal
course of business or by the means
identified in the ADDRESSES section of
this AD.

Costs of Compliance

We estimate that this AD affects 6
airplanes of U.S. registry.

We estimate the following costs to

edge flaps, could cause unexpected request to correct the identified comply with this AD:
ESTIMATED COSTS
: Cost per Cost on U.S.
Action Labor cost Parts cost product operators
INSPECtioN .....ccevveiiieiriiiiees 8 work-hours x $85 per hour $0 | $680 per inspection cycle ...... $4,080 per inspection cycle
= $680 per inspection cycle.

We have received no definitive data
that would enable us to provide cost
estimates for the on-condition actions
specified in this AD.

According to the manufacturer, some
of the costs of this AD may be covered
under warranty, thereby reducing the

cost impact on affected individuals. We
do not control warranty coverage for
affected individuals. As a result, we
have included all costs in our cost
estimate.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I,
section 106, describes the authority of
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII:
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Aviation Programs, describes in more
detail the scope of the Agency’s
authority.

We are issuing this rulemaking under
the authority described in Subtitle VII,
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701:
“General requirements.” Under that
section, Congress charges the FAA with
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in
air commerce by prescribing regulations
for practices, methods, and procedures
the Administrator finds necessary for
safety in air commerce. This regulation
is within the scope of that authority
because it addresses an unsafe condition
that is likely to exist or develop on
products identified in this rulemaking
action.

Regulatory Findings

This AD will not have federalism
implications under Executive Order
13132. This AD will not have a
substantial direct effect on the States, on
the relationship between the national
government and the States, or on the
distribution of power and
responsibilities among the various
levels of government.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this AD:

(1) Is not a “significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866,

(2) Is not a “significant rule” under
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979),

(3) Will not affect intrastate aviation
in Alaska, and

(4) Will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Incorporation by reference,
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as
follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

m 1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

m 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding
the following new airworthiness
directive (AD):

2015-12-07 The Boeing Company:
Amendment 39-18181; Docket No.
FAA-2014-0575; Directorate Identifier
2014—-NM—-086—-AD.

(a) Effective Date
This AD is effective July 21, 2015.

(b) Affected ADs
None.
(c) Applicability
This AD applies to all The Boeing

Company Model 747—-8F and 747-8 series
airplanes, certificated in any category.

(d) Subject

Air Transport Association (ATA) of
America Code 57, Wings.

(e) Unsafe Condition

This AD was prompted by reports of
delamination damage to leading edge (LE)
variable camber krueger (VCK) flaps. We are
issuing this AD to detect and correct
delamination damage to certain LE VCK
flaps, which can reduce the lightning strike
protection capability on certain LE VCK flaps
and result in an uncommanded motion of the
trailing edge flap system. Such
uncommanded flap motion, without
shutdown of the trailing edge or leading edge
flaps, may cause unexpected changes in lift,
potentially resulting in asymmetric lift and
loss of control of the airplane.

(f) Compliance

Comply with this AD within the
compliance times specified, unless already
done.

(g) Inspections and Corrective Actions

Except as specified in paragraph (h) of this
AD, at the applicable time specified in
paragraph 1.E., “Compliance,” of Boeing
Special Attention Service Bulletin 747-57—
2338, dated January 14, 2014: Do a general
visual inspection to detect delamination
damage of the lightning strike applique (LSA)
on the LE VCK flaps at positions 6 through
9 (left wing) and 18 through 21 (right wing);
and do all applicable corrective actions
before further flight; in accordance with the
Accomplishment Instructions of Boeing
Special Attention Service Bulletin 747-57—
2338, dated January 14, 2014. Repeat the
inspection of the LSA on the LE VCK flaps
at positions 6 through 9 (left wing) and 18
through 21 (right wing) thereafter at the
applicable intervals specified in paragraph
1.E., “Compliance,” of Boeing Special
Attention Service Bulletin 747-57-2338,
dated January 14, 2014.

(h) Exception to Service Information

Where Paragraph 1.E., “Compliance,” of
Boeing Special Attention Service Bulletin
747-57-2338, dated January 14, 2014,
specifies a compliance time “after the
Original Issue date of this service bulletin,”
this AD requires compliance within the
specified compliance time after the effective
date of this AD.

(i) Alternative Methods of Compliance
(AMOCs)

(1) The Manager, Seattle Aircraft
Certification Office (ACO), FAA, has the
authority to approve AMOGs for this AD, if
requested using the procedures found in 14
CFR 39.19. In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19,
send your request to your principal inspector

or local Flight Standards District Office, as
appropriate. If sending information directly
to the manager of the ACO, send it to the
attention of the person identified in
paragraph (j)(1) of this AD. Information may
be emailed to: 9-ANM-Seattle-ACO-AMOC-
Requests@faa.gov.

(2) Before using any approved AMOC,
notify your appropriate principal inspector,
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager
of the local flight standards district office/
certificate holding district office.

(3) An AMOC that provides an acceptable
level of safety may be used for any repair
required by this AD if it is approved by the
Boeing Commercial Airplanes Organization
Designation Authorization (ODA) that has
been authorized by the Manager, Seattle
ACO, to make those findings. For a repair
method to be approved, the repair must meet
the certification basis of the airplane.

(j) Related Information

For more information about this AD,
contact Kelly McGuckin, Aerospace
Engineer, Systems and Equipment Branch,
ANM-130S, FAA, Seattle Aircraft
Certification Office, 1601 Lind Avenue SW.,
Renton, WA 98057-3356; phone: 425-917—
6490; fax: 425-917-6590; email:
kelly.mcguckin@faa.gov.

(k) Material Incorporated by Reference

(1) The Director of the Federal Register
approved the incorporation by reference
(IBR) of the service information listed in this
paragraph under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51.

(2) You must use this service information
as applicable to do the actions required by
this AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise.

(i) Boeing Special Attention Service
Bulletin 747-57-2338, dated January 14,
2014.

(ii) Reserved.

(3) For Boeing service information
identified in this AD, contact Boeing
Commercial Airplanes, Attention: Data &
Services Management, P. O. Box 3707, MC
2H-65, Seattle, WA 98124-2207; telephone
206-544-5000, extension 1; fax 206—766—
5680; Internet https://
www.myboeingfleet.com.

(4) You may view this referenced service
information at the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton,
WA. For information on the availability of
this material at the FAA, call 425-227-1221.

(5) You may view this service information
that is incorporated by reference at the
National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For information on
the availability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http://
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ibr-
locations.html.

Issued in Renton, Washington on June 3,
2015.

Jeffrey E. Duven,

Manager, Transport Airplane Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 2015-14397 Filed 6-15-15; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. FAA-2015-2119; Directorate
Identifier 2015-SW-005-AD; Amendment
39-18179; AD 2015-05-51]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Agusta
S.p.A. (Agusta) Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: We are publishing a new
airworthiness directive (AD) for Agusta
Model A109A and A109A 1I helicopters,
which was sent previously to all known
U.S. owners and operators of these
helicopters. This AD requires replacing
a certain part-numbered blade with an
approved part-numbered blade. This AD
is prompted by an error in the
Ilustrated Parts Catalog (IPC) that
incorrectly allows installation of a
certain part-numbered blade on the
affected helicopters. These actions are
intended to prevent blade failure and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.

DATES: This AD becomes effective July
1, 2015 to all persons except those
persons to whom it was made
immediately effective by Emergency AD
2015-05-51, issued on March 3, 2015,
which contained the requirements of
this AD.

We must receive comments on this
AD by August 17, 2015.

ADDRESSES: You may send comments by
any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Docket: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for sending your
comments electronically.

e Fax:202—493-2251.

e Mail: Send comments to the U.S.
Department of Transportation, Docket
Operations, M—30, West Building
Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington,
DC 20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to the
“Mail” address between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

Examining the AD Docket

You may examine the AD docket on
the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov or in person at the
Docket Operations Office between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through

Friday, except Federal holidays. The AD
docket contains this AD, the European
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) AD, any
comments received, and other
information. The street address for the
Docket Operations Office (telephone
800-647-5527) is in the ADDRESSES
section. Comments will be available in
the AD docket shortly after receipt.

For service information identified in
this AD, contact AgustaWestland,
Product Support Engineering, Via del
Gregge, 100, 21015 Lonate Pozzolo (VA)
Italy, ATTN: Maurizio D’Angelo;
telephone 39-0331-664757; fax 39—
0331-664680; or at http://
www.agustawestland.com/technical-
bulletins. You may review the
referenced service information at the
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Southwest Region, 2601 Meacham
Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth, Texas
76137.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Martin Crane, Aviation Safety Engineer,
Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA, 2601
Meacham Blvd., Fort Worth, Texas
76137; telephone (817) 222 5110; email
Martin.R.Crane@faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

This AD is a final rule that involves
requirements affecting flight safety, and
we did not provide you with notice and
an opportunity to provide your
comments prior to it becoming effective.
However, we invite you to participate in
this rulemaking by submitting written
comments, data, or views. We also
invite comments relating to the
economic, environmental, energy, or
federalism impacts that resulted from
adopting this AD. The most helpful
comments reference a specific portion of
the AD, explain the reason for any
recommended change, and include
supporting data. To ensure the docket
does not contain duplicate comments,
commenters should send only one copy
of written comments, or if comments are
filed electronically, commenters should
submit them only one time. We will file
in the docket all comments that we
receive, as well as a report summarizing
each substantive public contact with
FAA personnel concerning this
rulemaking during the comment period.
We will consider all the comments we
receive and may conduct additional
rulemaking based on those comments.

Discussion

On March 3, 2015, we issued
Emergency AD 2015-05-51 to correct an
unsafe condition for Agusta Model
A109A helicopters, serial numbers 7154
through 7255, and for all Model A109A

II helicopters. Emergency AD 2015-05—
51 requires replacing blade part number
(P/N) 109-0103—-01-7 with blade P/N
109-0103-01-9 or 109-0103-01-115.
The emergency AD was sent previously
to all known U.S. owners and operators
of these helicopters. This action was
prompted by an error in the IPC that
allows installing blade P/N 109-0103—
01-7 on certain serial-numbered Model
A109A helicopters and on Model
A109A II helicopters.

Emergency AD 2015-05-51 was
prompted by Emergency AD No. 2015—
0025-E, dated February 18, 2015, issued
by EASA, which is the Technical Agent
for the Member States of the European
Union, to correct an unsafe condition
for certain serial-numbered Agusta
Model A109A and all Model A109A II
helicopters. EASA advises of the
installation of blade P/N 109-0103-01—
7 on Model A109A 1I helicopters. In a
subsequent investigation, it was
determined that blade P/N 109-0103—
01-7 is only eligible for installation on
Model A109A helicopters up to serial
number (S/N) 7153. EASA states that for
Model A109A and A109A II helicopters,
the current IPC incorrectly all