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allowable but for their dependency from
rejected claims are not considered
allowed claims but are treated as
rejected claims. See MPEP § 1215.01.

The filing of a request for continued
examination under 37 CFR 1.114 in an
application on appeal to the Board is
treated as a request to withdraw the
appeal and to reopen prosecution of the
application before the examiner. See 37
CFR 1.114(d). A request for continued
examination may be filed with a
petition under 37 CFR 41.3, and the
withdrawal of an appeal in that
application resulting from the filing of
such a request for continued
examination may form the basis for a
petition to make special based upon the
Expedited Patent Appeal Pilot. The
withdrawal of an appeal resulting from
the filing of a request for continued
examination prior to the filing of a
petition under 37 CFR 41.3, however,
may not form the basis for a petition to
make special based upon the Expedited
Patent Appeal Pilot.

As discussed previously, an
application having no allowed claims
becomes abandoned upon withdrawal of
an appeal. Any request for continued
examination, however, must be filed
prior to the abandonment of the
application. See 37 CFR 1.114(a)(2).
Thus, an appellant wishing to file a
request for continued examination in an
application in which there is an appeal
to be withdrawn under the Expedited
Patent Appeal Pilot must, if there are no
allowed claims, file the request for
continued examination with the petition
under 37 CFR 41.3 to ensure that the
request for continued examination is
filed prior to the abandonment of the
application that will result from the
dismissal of the appeal.

A request for continued examination
must include a submission. See 37 CFR
1.114(a) and (c). An appeal brief, or a
reply brief, or related papers, are not
considered a submission under 37 CFR
1.114. See 37 CFR 1.114(c). The
submission, however, may consist of the
arguments in a previously filed appeal
brief or reply brief, or may simply
consist of a statement that incorporates
by reference the arguments in a
previously filed appeal brief or reply
brief. See MPEP § 706.07(h).

The Expedited Patent Appeal Pilot is
being adopted on a temporary basis
until two thousand (2,000) appeals have
been accorded special status under the
Expedited Patent Appeal Pilot, or until
June 20, 2016, whichever occurs earlier.
The USPTO may extend the Expedited
Patent Appeal Pilot (with or without
modification) on either a temporary or
permanent basis, or may discontinue the
Expedited Patent Appeal Pilot after June

20, 2016, depending upon the results of
the Expedited Patent Appeal Pilot.
Additional information concerning the
Expedited Patent Appeal Pilot,
including statistical information
concerning the Expedited Patent Appeal
Pilot and pendency of appeals before
the Board, can found on the USPTO
Internet Web site at: https://www-
cms.uspto.gov/patents-application-
process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/
expedited-patent-appeal-pilot.

Dated: June 10, 2015.
Michelle K. Lee,
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.
[FR Doc. 2015-14754 Filed 6-12-15; 8:45 am]
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Agency Information Collection
Activities: Comment Request

AGENCY: Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection.

ACTION: Notice and request for comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (Bureau) is requesting
new OMB control number information
for a collection of information, titled,
“Regulation F: Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act.”

DATES: Written comments are
encouraged and must be received on or
before August 14, 2015 to be assured of
consideration.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by the title of the information
collection, OMB Control Number (see
below), and docket number (see above),
by any of the following methods:

e Electronic: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Mail: Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (Attention: PRA
Office), 1700 G Street NW., Washington,
DC 20552.

e Hand Delivery/Courier: Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau (Attention:
PRA Office), 1275 First Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20002.

Please note that comments submitted
after the comment period will not be
accepted. In general, all comments
received will become public records,
including any personal information
provided. Sensitive personal
information, such as account numbers

or social security numbers, should not
be included.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Documentation prepared in support of
this information collection request is
available at www.regulations.gov.
Requests for additional information
should be directed to the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, (Attention:
PRA Office), 1700 G Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20552, (202) 435—9575,
or email: PRA@cfpb.gov. Please do not
submit comments to this mailbox.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title of Collection: Regulation F: Fair
Debt Collection Practices Act.

OMB Control Number: 3170-XXXX.

Type of Review: Request for a new
OMB Control Number.

Affected Public: State Governments.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 1.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 2.

Abstract: Regulation F (12 CFR part
1006) establishes procedures and
criteria whereby states may apply to the
Bureau for an exemption of a class of
debt collection practices within the
applying state from the provisions of the
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act as
provided in section 817 of the Act, 15
U.S.C. 1692. The information collection
request will seek OMB approval for the
state application contained in 12 CFR
1006.2.

Request for Comments: Comments are
invited on: (a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Bureau, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) The accuracy of the Bureau’s
estimate of the burden of the collection
of information, including the validity of
the methods and the assumptions used;
(c) Ways to enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) Ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology. Comments submitted in
response to this notice will be
summarized and/or included in the
request for Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) approval. All comments
will become a matter of public record.

Dated: June 10, 2015.
Ashwin Vasan,

Chief Information Officer, Bureau of
Consumer Financial Protection.

[FR Doc. 2015-14635 Filed 6—-12-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-AM-P
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