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This proposed program would restrict
its focus on Alaska pinnipeds under the
statutory jurisdiction of NMFS (seals
and sea lions); proposals focusing on
marine mammals under the jurisdiction
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
would not be eligible.

The objectives of a potential Alaska
Pinniped Research Program would
include: 1) Supporting effective
conservation and management of seals,
sea lions, and Northern fur seals in
waters off Alaska; and 2) Implementing
high-priority research objectives or
address species conservation priorities
specified in a NMFS recovery plan,
conservations plan, research plans
(including those developed with Alaska
Native co-management organizations),
or post-delisting monitoring plans (for
copies of these plans see ADDRESSES).

This is not a notice of availability of
grant funds; moreover, any future
funding is contingent on availability of
funds. NMFS is seeking input on
specific program priorities that might be
considered for inclusion in an annual
Alaska Pinniped Research Program that
addresses the above-stated objectives. If
NMFS proceeds with such a program,
NMFS will issue a Federal Funding
Opportunity notice to solicit
applications for grants to address the
selected priorities.

Dated: October 2, 2014.
Perry F. Gayaldo,

Deputy Director, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Observer Policy Committee will meet to
review scientific information affecting
New England fisheries in the exclusive
economic zone (EEZ).

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Thursday, October 23, 2014 beginning at
9:30 a.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Sheraton Colonial Hotel; One

Audubon Road; Wakefield, MA 01880;
telephone: (781) 245-9300; fax: (781)
245-0842.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda
items:

The Observer Policy Committee will
meet to: Review progress regarding
development of NMFS-led omnibus
amendment to establish provisions for
industry-funded monitoring across all
Council-managed fisheries; review and
discuss timeline; discuss details of
omnibus industry-funded amendment
alternatives and develop related
Committee recommendations and plan
next meeting. They will address other
business as necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, in
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Actions will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
Section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies (see ADDRESSES) at least
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 3, 2014.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Notice of open public meetings.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
schedule and proposed agenda of a
forthcoming meeting of the Marine
Fisheries Advisory Committee
(MAFAC). The members will discuss
and provide advice on issues outlined
in the agenda below.

DATES: The meeting is scheduled for
October 23, 2014, 4-5:30 p.m., Eastern
Daylight Time.

ADDRESSES: The public meeting will be
conducted by telephone. Public access
is available at 1315 East-West Highway,
Silver Spring, MD 20910.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Any
member of the public wishing to attend
the public teleconference may contact
Heidi Lovett, (301) 427-8004; email:
heidi.lovett@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
MAFAC was established by the
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary), and,
since 1971, advises the Secretary on all
living marine resource matters that are
the responsibility of the Department of
Commerce. The charter and other
information are located online at
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ocs/mafac/.

Matters To Be Considered

The Committee is convening to
discuss and finalize comments on the
proposed rule for the Gulf of Mexico
Aquaculture Plan for submission to the
NOAA Fisheries Assistant
Administrator and to consider other
administrative matters. This agenda is
subject to change.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Heidi Lovett, 301—
427-8004 by October 16, 2014.

Dated: October 2, 2014.
Eileen Sobeck,

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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