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and Library Services, and the Federal 
Council on the Arts and the Humanities. 
The Institute of Museum and Library 
Services became a part of the National 
Foundation on the Arts and the 
Humanities pursuant to the Museum 
and Library Services Act, as amended 
(20 U.S.C. 9102). Each Endowment is 
headed by a Chairman and has an 
advisory national council composed of 
26 presidential appointees. The Institute 
of Museum and Library Services is 
headed by a Director and has a National 
Museum and Library Services Board 
composed of 20 presidential appointees, 
the Director, and IMLS’s Deputy 
Directors for the Offices of Library 
Services, and Museum Services. The 
Federal Council on the Arts and the 
Humanities, comprised of Executive 
branch officials and appointees of the 
legislative branch, is authorized to make 
agreements to indemnify against loss or 
damage for certain exhibitions and 
advise on arts and humanities matters. 
The National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the Federal Council on the 
Arts and Humanities, and the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services no 
longer follow the regulations under this 
part. The procedures for disclosing 
records of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and the Federal Council 
on the Arts and the Humanities are 
available at 45 CFR part 1171. The 
procedures for disclosing records of the 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services are available at 45 CFR part 
1184. 
■ 4. Revise § 1100.3 to read as follows: 

§ 1100.3 Availability of information to the 
public. 

(a) Descriptive brochures of the 
organization, programs, and function of 
the National Endowment for the Arts are 
available upon request. Inquiries 
involving work of the National 
Endowment for the Arts should be 
addressed to the National Endowment 
for the Arts, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue 
NW., Washington, DC 20506. The 
telephone number of the National 
Endowment for the Arts is (202) 682– 
5400. 

(b) The head of the National 
Endowment for the Arts is responsible 
for the effective administration of the 
Freedom of Information Act. The head 
of the National Endowment for the Arts 
pursuant to this responsibility hereby 
directs that every effort be expended to 
facilitate service to the public with 
respect to the obtaining of information 
and records. 

(c) Requests for access to records of 
the National Endowment for the Arts 
may be filed by mail with the General 
Counsel of the National Endowment for 

the Arts or by email at FOIA@arts.gov. 
All requests should reasonably describe 
the record or records sought. Requests 
submitted should be clearly identified 
as being made pursuant to the Freedom 
of Information Act. 
■ 5. Revise § 1100.4 to read as follows: 

§ 1100.4 Current index. 
The National Endowment for the Arts 

shall maintain and make available for 
public inspection and copying a current 
index providing identifying information 
for the public as to any matter which is 
issued, adopted, or promulgated and 
which is required to be made available 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) and (2). 
Publication and distribution of such 
indices has been determined by the 
Foundation to be unnecessary and 
impracticable. The indices will be 
provided upon request at a cost not to 
exceed the direct cost of the 
duplication. 
■ 6. In § 1100.5 revise paragraphs (a), 
(b)(1), and the first sentence in the 
introductory text of paragraph (c) to 
read as follows: 

§ 1100.5 Agency procedures for handling 
requests for documents. 

(a) Upon receiving a request for 
documents in accordance with the rules 
of this part, the General Counsel or 
respective Assistant General Counsel 
serving as the Freedom of Information 
Act Officer of the National Endowment 
for the Arts shall determine whether or 
not the request shall be granted in 
whole or in part. 
* * * * * 

(b)(1) Any party whose request for 
documents has been denied in whole or 
in part may file an appeal no later than 
ten (10) working days following receipt 
of the notification of denial. Appeals 
must be addressed to the Chairman, 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
Washington, DC 20506. 
* * * * * 

(c) In unusual circumstances, the time 
limits prescribed to determine a request 
for documents with respect to initial 
actions or actions on appeal may be 
extended by written notice from the 
General Counsel or respective Assistant 
General Counsel serving as the Freedom 
of Information Act Officer of the 
National Endowment for the Arts. * * * 
* * * * * 
■ 7. Revise § 1100.7 introductory text 
and paragraph (a) to read as follows: 

§ 1100.7 Foundation report of actions. 
On or before March 1 of each calendar 

year, the National Endowment for the 
Arts shall submit a report of its 
activities with regard to public 
information requests during the 

preceding calendar year to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives and to 
the President of the Senate. The report 
shall include: 

(a) The number of determinations 
made by National Endowment for the 
Arts not to comply with requests for 
records made to the agency under the 
provisions of this part and the reasons 
for each such determination; 
* * * * * 

India Pinkney, 
General Counsel, National Endowment for the 
Arts. 
Michael P. McDonald, 
General Counsel, National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 
Nancy E. Weiss, 
General Counsel, Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. 
[FR Doc. 2014–03544 Filed 2–19–14; 8:45 am] 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

47 CFR Parts 1, 22, 27, 73, and 74 

[MM Docket No. 93–177; FCC 13–115] 

An Inquiry Into the Commission’s 
Policies and Rules Regarding AM 
Radio Service Directional Antenna 
Performance Verification 

AGENCY: Federal Communications 
Commission. 
ACTION: Final rule; announcement of 
effective date. 

SUMMARY: In this document, the 
Commission announces that the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) has 
approved, for a period of three years, the 
information collection associated with 
the Commission’s Third Report and 
Order; An Inquiry Into the 
Commission’s Policies and Rules 
Regarding AM Radio Service Directional 
Antenna Performance Verification. This 
document is consistent with the Third 
Report and Order, which stated that the 
Commission would publish a document 
in the Federal Register announcing 
OMB approval and the effective date of 
the requirements. 
DATES: 47 CFR 1.30002, 1.30003, 
1.30004, 73.875, 73.1675, and 73.1690, 
are effective February 20, 2014. 

Applicability date: The applicability 
date of the amendments to 47 CFR 
1.30000, 1.30001, 22.371, 27.63, 73.45, 
73.316, 73.685, 73.1692, 73.6025, and 
74.1237 published November 5, 2013 
(78 FR 66288) is February 20, 2014. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Peter Doyle, Chief, Media Bureau, 
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Audio Division, at (202) 418–2789, or 
email Peter.Doyle@fcc.gov 
<mailto:Peter.Doyle@fcc.gov>, or Susan 
Crawford, Assistant Division Chief, 
Media Bureau, Audio Division, (202) 
418–2700, or email Susan.Crawford@
fcc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
document announces that, on February 
10, 2014, OMB approved the new 
information collection requirements 
contained in the Commission’s Third 
Report and Order, FCC 13–115, 
published at 78 FR 66288, November 5, 
2013. The OMB Control Number is 
3060–1121. The Commission publishes 
this notice as an announcement of the 
effective date of the requirements. If you 
have any comments on the burden 
estimates listed below, or how the 
Commission can improve the 
collections and reduce any burdens 
caused thereby, please contact Cathy 
Williams, Federal Communications 
Commission, Room 1–C823, 445 12th 
Street SW., Washington, DC 20554. 
Please include the OMB Control 
Number, 3060–1121, in your 
correspondence. The Commission will 
also accept your comments via the 
Internet if you send them to PRA@
fcc.gov <mailto:PRA@fcc.gov>. 

To request materials in accessible 
formats for people with disabilities 
(Braille, large print, electronic files, 
audio format), send an email to fcc504@
fcc.gov <mailto:fcc504@fcc.gov> or call 
the Consumer and Governmental Affairs 
Bureau at (202) 418–0530 (voice), (202) 
418–0432 (TTY). 

Synopsis 
As required by the Paperwork 

Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3507), 
the FCC is notifying the public that it 
received OMB approval on February 10, 
2014, for the new information collection 
requirements contained in the 
Commission’s rules at 47 CFR 1.30002, 
1.30003, 1.30004, 73.875, 73.1675, and 
73.1690. 

Under 5 CFR part 1320, an agency 
may not conduct or sponsor a collection 
of information unless it displays a 
current, valid OMB Control Number. 

No person shall be subject to any 
penalty for failing to comply with a 
collection of information subject to the 
Paperwork Reduction Act that does not 
display a current, valid OMB Control 
Number. The OMB Control Number is 
3060–1121. 

The foregoing notice is required by 
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Pub. L. 104–13, October 1, 1995, and 44 
U.S.C. 3507. 

The total annual reporting burdens 
and costs for the respondents are as 
follows: 

OMB Control Number: 3060–1121. 
OMB Approval Date: February 10, 

2014. 
OMB Expiration Date: February 28, 

2017. 
Title: Sections 1.30002, 1.30003, 

1.30004, 73.875, 73.1657 and 73.1690, 
Disturbance of AM Broadcast Station 
Antenna Patterns. 

Form No.: Not applicable. 
Respondents: Business or other for- 

profit entities and Not-for-profit 
Institutions. 

Number of Respondents and 
Responses: 1,195 respondents and 1,195 
responses. 

Estimated Time per Response: 1–2 
hours. 

Frequency of Response: On occasion 
reporting requirement and third party 
disclosure requirement. 

Obligation to Respond: Required to 
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory 
authority for this information collection 
is contained in Section 154(i) of the 
Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended. 

Total Annual Burden: 1,960 hours. 
Total Annual Cost: $1,078,200. 
Privacy Act Impact Assessment: No 

impact(s). 
Nature and Extent of Confidentiality: 

There is no need for confidentiality with 
this collection of information. 

Needs and Uses: On August 14, 2013, 
the Commission adopted the Third 
Report and Order and Second Order on 
Reconsideration in the matter of An 
Inquiry Into the Commission’s Policies 
and Rules Regarding AM Radio Service 
Directional Antenna Performance 
Verification, MM Docket No. 93–177, 
FCC 13–115. In the Third Report and 
Order in this proceeding, the 
Commission harmonized and 
streamlined the Commission’s rules 
regarding tower construction near AM 
stations. 

In AM radio, the tower itself functions 
as the antenna. Consequently, a nearby 
tower may become an unintended part 
of the AM antenna system, reradiating 
the AM signal and distorting the 
authorized AM radiation pattern. The 
Commission’s old rules contained 
several sections concerning tower 
construction near AM antennas that 
were intended to protect AM stations 
from the effects of such tower 
construction, specifically, Sections 
73.1692, 22.371, and 27.63. These old 
rule sections imposed differing 
requirements on the broadcast and 
wireless entities, although the issue is 
the same regardless of the types of 
antennas mounted on a tower. Other 
rule parts, such as Part 90 and Part 24, 
entirely lacked provisions for protecting 
AM stations from possible effects of 

nearby tower construction. In the Third 
Report and Order the Commission 
adopted a uniform set of rules 
applicable to all services, thus 
establishing a single protection scheme 
regarding tower construction near AM 
tower arrays. The Third Report and 
Order also designates ‘‘moment 
method’’ computer modeling as the 
principal means of determining whether 
a nearby tower affects an AM radiation 
pattern. This serves to replace time- 
consuming direct measurement 
procedures with a more efficient 
computer modeling methodology that is 
reflective of current industry practice. 

New Information Collection 
Requirements 

47 CFR 1.30002(a) requires a 
proponent of construction or 
modification of a tower within a 
specified distance of a nondirectional 
AM station, and also exceeding a 
specified height, to notify the AM 
station at least 30 days in advance of the 
commencement of construction. If the 
tower construction or modification 
would distort the AM pattern, the 
proponent shall be responsible for the 
installation and maintenance of 
detuning equipment. 

47 CFR 1.30002(b) requires a 
proponent of construction or 
modification of a tower within a 
specified distance of a directional AM 
station, and also exceeding a specified 
height, to notify the AM station at least 
30 days in advance of the 
commencement of construction. If the 
tower construction or modification 
would distort the AM pattern, the 
proponent shall be responsible for the 
installation and maintenance of 
detuning equipment. 

47 CFR 1.30002(c) states that 
proponents of tower construction or 
alteration near an AM station shall use 
moment method modeling, described in 
§ 73.151(c), to determine the effect of 
the construction or alteration on an AM 
radiation pattern. 

47 CFR 1.30002(f) states that, with 
respect to an AM station that was 
authorized pursuant to a directional 
proof of performance based on field 
strength measurements, the proponent 
of the tower construction or 
modification may, in lieu of the study 
described in § 1.30002(c), demonstrate 
through measurements taken before and 
after construction that field strength 
values at the monitoring points do not 
exceed the licensed values. In the event 
that the pre-construction monitoring 
point values exceed the licensed values, 
the proponent may demonstrate that 
post-construction monitoring point 
values do not exceed the pre- 
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construction values. Alternatively, the 
AM station may file for authority to 
increase the relevant monitoring point 
value after performing a partial proof of 
performance in accordance with 
§ 73.154 to establish that the licensed 
radiation limit on the applicable radial 
is not exceeded. 

47 CFR 1.30002(g) states that tower 
construction or modification that falls 
outside the criteria described in 
paragraphs § 1.30002(a) and (b) is 
presumed to have no significant effect 
on an AM station. In some instances, 
however, an AM station may be affected 
by tower construction notwithstanding 
the criteria set forth in paragraphs 
§ 1.30002(a) and (b). In such cases, an 
AM station may submit a showing that 
its operation has been affected by tower 
construction or alteration. Such 
showing shall consist of either a 
moment method analysis or field 
strength measurements. The showing 
shall be provided to (i) the tower 
proponent if the showing relates to a 
tower that has not yet been constructed 
or modified and otherwise to the current 
tower owner, and (ii) to the 
Commission, within two years after the 
date of completion of the tower 
construction or modification. If 
necessary, the Commission shall direct 
the tower proponent to install and 
maintain any detuning apparatus 
necessary to restore proper operation of 
the AM antenna. 

47 CFR 1.30002(h) states that an AM 
station may submit a showing that its 
operation has been affected by tower 
construction or modification 
commenced or completed prior to or on 
the effective date of the rules adopted in 
this Part pursuant to MM Docket No. 
93–177. Such a showing shall consist of 
either a moment method analysis or of 
field strength measurements. The 
showing shall be provided to the current 
owner and the Commission within one 
year of the effective date of the rules 
adopted in this Part. If necessary, the 
Commission shall direct the tower 
owner, if the tower owner holds a 
Commission authorization, to install 
and maintain any detuning apparatus 
necessary to restore proper operation of 
the AM antenna. 

47 CFR 1.30002(i) states that a 
Commission applicant may not propose, 
and a Commission licensee or permittee 
may not locate, an antenna on any tower 
or support structure, whether 
constructed before or after the effective 
date of these rules, that is causing a 
disturbance to the radiation pattern of 
the AM station, as defined in paragraphs 
§ 1.30002(a) and (b), unless the 
applicant, licensee, or tower owner 
completes the new study and 

notification process and takes 
appropriate ameliorative action to 
correct any disturbance, such as 
detuning the tower, either prior to 
construction or at any other time prior 
to the proposal or antenna location. 

47 CFR 1.30003(a) states that when 
antennas are installed on a 
nondirectional AM tower the AM 
station shall determine operating power 
by the indirect method (see § 73.51). 
Upon the completion of the installation, 
antenna impedance measurements on 
the AM antenna shall be made. If the 
resistance of the AM antenna changes, 
an application on FCC Form 302–AM 
(including a tower sketch of the 
installation) shall be filed with the 
Commission for the AM station to return 
to direct power measurement. The Form 
302–AM shall be filed before or 
simultaneously with any license 
application associated with the 
installation. 

47 CFR 1.30003(b) requires that, 
before antennas are installed on a tower 
in a directional AM array, the proponent 
shall notify the AM station so that, if 
necessary, the AM station may 
determine operating power by the 
indirect method (see § 73.51) and 
request special temporary authority 
pursuant to § 73.1635 to operate with 
parameters at variance. For AM stations 
licensed via field strength 
measurements (see § 73.151(a)), a partial 
proof of performance (as defined by 
§ 73.154) shall be conducted both before 
and after construction to establish that 
the AM array will not be and has not 
been adversely affected. For AM stations 
licensed via a moment method proof 
(see § 73.151(c)), the proof procedures 
set forth in § 73.151(c) shall be repeated. 
The results of either the partial proof of 
performance or the moment method 
proof shall be filed with the 
Commission on Form 302–AM before or 
simultaneously with any license 
application associated with the 
installation. 

47 CFR 1.30004(a) requires 
proponents of proposed tower 
construction or modification to an 
existing tower near an AM station that 
are subject to the notification 
requirement in §§ 1.30002 to provide 
notice of the proposed tower 
construction or modification to the AM 
station at least 30 days prior to 
commencement of the planned tower 
construction or modification. 
Notification to an AM station and any 
responses may be oral or written. If such 
notification and/or response is oral, the 
party providing such notification or 
response must supply written 
documentation of the communication 
and written documentation of the date 

of communication upon request of the 
other party to the communication or the 
Commission. Notification must include 
the relevant technical details of the 
proposed tower construction or 
modification, and, at a minimum, also 
include the following: Proponent’s 
name and address; coordinates of the 
tower to be constructed or modified; 
physical description of the planned 
structure; and results of the analysis 
showing the predicted effect on the AM 
pattern, if performed. 

47 CFR 1.30004(b) requires that a 
response to a notification indicating a 
potential disturbance of the AM 
radiation pattern must specify the 
technical details and must be provided 
to the proponent within 30 days. 

47 CFR 1.30004(d) states that if an 
expedited notification period (less than 
30 days) is requested by the proponent, 
the notification shall be identified as 
‘‘expedited,’’ and the requested 
response date shall be clearly indicated. 

47 CFR 1.30004(e) states that in the 
event of an emergency situation, if the 
proponent erects a temporary new tower 
or makes a temporary significant 
modification to an existing tower 
without prior notice, the proponent 
must provide written notice to 
potentially affected AM stations within 
five days of the construction or 
modification of the tower and cooperate 
with such AM stations to remedy any 
pattern distortions that arise as a 
consequence of such construction. 

47 CFR 73.875(c) requires an LPFM 
applicant to submit an exhibit 
demonstrating compliance with 
§ 1.30003, as applicable, with any 
modification of license application filed 
solely pursuant to paragraphs (c)(1) and 
(c)(2) of this section, where the 
installation is on or near an AM tower, 
as defined in § 1.30002. 

47 CFR 73.1675(c)(1) states that where 
an FM, TV, or Class A TV licensee or 
permittee proposes to mount an 
auxiliary facility on an AM tower, it 
must also demonstrate compliance with 
§ 1.30003 in the license application. 

47 CFR 73.1690(c) requires FM, TV, or 
Class A TV station applicants to submit 
an exhibit demonstrating compliance 
with § 1.30003, as applicable, with a 
modification of license application, 
except for applications solely filed 
pursuant to paragraphs (c)(6) or (c)(9) of 
this section, where the installation is 
located on or near an AM tower, as 
defined in § 1.30002. 
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Federal Communications Commission. 
Marlene H. Dortch, 
Secretary, Office of the Secretary, Office of 
Managing Director. 
[FR Doc. 2014–03608 Filed 2–19–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6712–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 679 

[Docket No. 120723270–4100–02] 

RIN 0648–BC39 

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Groundfish of the 
Gulf of Alaska; Amendment 95 to the 
Fishery Management Plan for 
Groundfish 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: NMFS issues regulations to 
implement Amendment 95 to the 
Fishery Management Plan for 
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska (FMP). 
These regulations modify halibut 
prohibited species catch (PSC) 
management in the Gulf of Alaska 
(GOA) by establishing halibut PSC 
limits for the GOA in Federal regulation 
and reducing the GOA halibut PSC 
limits for the trawl and hook-and-line 
gear sectors. The reduction to the trawl 
gear PSC limit also proportionately 
reduces a subset of trawl halibut PSC 
limits (also called sideboard limits) for 
American Fisheries Act, Amendment 
80, and Central GOA Rockfish Program 
vessels. These regulations also 
incorporate three measures to minimize 
adverse economic impacts on fishing 
industry sectors. First, the reductions 
for these sectors will be phased-in over 
3 years. Second, this action allows the 
Amendment 80 sector to roll over 
unused halibut PSC sideboard limits 
from one season to the subsequent 
season. Third, this action combines 
management of the deep-water and 
shallow-water halibut PSC limits from 
May 15 to June 30, which allows the 
aggregate halibut PSC limit to be used 
in either the deep-water or shallow- 
water fishery. This action is intended to 
promote the goals and objectives of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, the 
FMP, and other applicable laws. 
DATES: Effective March 24, 2014. 

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the 
Environmental Assessment (EA), 
Regulatory Impact Review (RIR), 
Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) prepared for this action, 
collectively ‘‘the Analysis,’’ FMP, and 
proposed rule are available from 
http://www.regulations.gov or from the 
NMFS Alaska Region Web site at http:// 
alaskafisheries.noaa.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Obren Davis or Rachel Baker, 907–586– 
7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Regulatory Authority 

NMFS establishes regulations to 
implement Amendment 95 to the FMP. 
NMFS manages the GOA groundfish 
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone 
off Alaska under the FMP. The North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(Council) prepared the FMP under the 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), 16 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq. Regulations implementing 
the FMP appear at 50 CFR part 679. 
General regulations governing U.S. 
fisheries also appear at subpart H of 50 
CFR part 600. The International Pacific 
Halibut Commission (IPHC) and NMFS 
manage fishing for Pacific halibut 
(Hippoglossus stenolepis) through 
regulations established under the 
authority of the Northern Pacific Halibut 
Act of 1982. 

Background 

NMFS published a Notice of 
Availability for Amendment 95 on 
August 29, 2013 (78 FR 53419), with 
comments invited through October 28, 
2013. NMFS published a proposed rule 
to implement Amendment 95 on 
September 17, 2013 (78 FR 57106) with 
comments invited through October 17, 
2013. NMFS approved Amendment 95 
on November 27, 2013. NMFS received 
comments on the FMP amendment and 
the proposed rule from 29 different 
entities. A summary of these comments 
and the responses by NMFS are 
provided under ‘‘Response to 
Comments’’ below. Those comments did 
not result in any modification to the 
proposed rule. 

A detailed review of the provisions of 
Amendment 95, the proposed 
regulations, and the rationale for these 
regulations is provided in the preamble 
to the proposed rule (78 FR 57106, 
September 17, 2013) and is not repeated 
here. In addition to the Federal 
Register, the proposed rule is available 
from the NMFS Alaska Region Web site 
(see ADDRESSES). The preamble to this 
final rule provides a brief review of the 

regulatory changes made by this final 
rule. 

NMFS manages halibut PSC in 
groundfish fisheries under the authority 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
Prohibited species catch in the GOA is 
catch that may not be retained unless 
required under Section 3.6 of the FMP. 
The FMP and implementing regulations 
currently authorize the Council to 
recommend, and NMFS to approve, 
annual halibut PSC limits as a 
component of the proposed and final 
groundfish harvest specifications. 
Consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act’s National Standard 1 and National 
Standard 9, NMFS uses halibut PSC 
limits to minimize halibut bycatch in 
the groundfish fisheries to the extent 
practicable, while achieving, on a 
continuing basis, the optimum yield 
from the groundfish fisheries. The use of 
halibut PSC limits in the groundfish 
fisheries reduces halibut bycatch and 
promotes conservation of the halibut 
resource. 

A PSC limit is an apportioned, non- 
retainable amount of fish provided to a 
groundfish fishery to limit the bycatch 
of that prohibited species (i.e., halibut) 
in a fishery. NMFS establishes halibut 
PSC limits to constrain the amount of 
halibut bycatch in the groundfish 
fishery. As described in Section 3.6 of 
the FMP, when a halibut PSC limit is 
reached in a specific management area, 
further fishing with specific types of 
gear or modes of operation is prohibited 
by those who take their halibut PSC 
limit in that area. Thus, halibut PSC 
limits impose an upper-limit on halibut 
bycatch. Halibut bycatch primarily 
occurs in the trawl and hook-and-line 
groundfish fisheries, although it also is 
incurred by vessels using pot and jig 
gear. Halibut bycatch in the groundfish 
fisheries may affect commercial, sport, 
and subsistence halibut fishing 
opportunities by decreasing the amount 
of halibut available for those fisheries. 

NMFS manages groundfish fisheries 
by closing directed fishing for a given 
species when a species’ total allowable 
catch (TAC) or seasonal apportionment 
of a TAC is harvested. In addition, 
reaching an annual or seasonal trawl or 
hook-and-line halibut PSC limit results 
in closure of groundfish directed 
fisheries using that gear in the GOA for 
the remainder of the year or season, 
even if some of the groundfish TAC 
assigned to that gear for that fishery 
remains unharvested. NMFS manages 
halibut bycatch in the GOA by (1) 
establishing annual halibut PSC limits, 
and (2) apportioning those limits to 
fishery categories and seasons to 
accommodate halibut PSC needs in 
specific groundfish fisheries. 
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