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Senate and OMB and, in the case of OMB,

to the House of Representatives, the Senate,
and the President on the day it is issued. On
the following day a notice of the report shall
be printed in the Federal Register.
ADDRESSES: The OMB Sequestration
Reports to the President and Congress is
available on-line on the OMB home
page at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/
omb/legislative reports/sequestration.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Tobasko, 6202 New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503,
Email address: ttobasko@omb.eop.gov,
telephone number: (202) 395-5745, FAX
number: (202) 395-4768 or Jenny
Winkler Murray, 6236 New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503,
Email address: jwinkler@omb.eop.gov,
telephone number: (202) 395-7763, FAX
number: (202) 395-4768. Because of
delays in the receipt of regular mail
related to security screening,
respondents are encouraged to use
electronic communications.

Sylvia M. Burwell,

Director.

[FR Doc. 2014—03207 Filed 2—-12-14; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE P

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
Notice of Permit Emergency Provision

Under the Antarctic Conservation Act
of 1978 (Pub. L. 95-541)

AGENCY: National Science Foundation.
ACTION: Notice of permit emergency
provision for hazardous waste stored in
Antarctica at a location other than a
permanent station for more than 12
months due to an emergency, as
specified by §671.17.

SUMMARY: The Program of Environment
Safety and Health in the Division of
Polar Programs in accordance with
§671.17, is giving notice that an
emergency relating to considerations of
human health and safety caused
hazardous waste to be stored in a
location other than a permanent station
for more than 12 months.

Hazardous waste in the form of one 55
gallon drum of waste fuel was packaged
for removal from the field camp at the
end of the 2012-2013 season. This
waste was to be removed during the
2013-2014 summer season.

Due to the October 2013 government
shutdown, the National Science
Foundation began an orderly shutdown
to “caretaker status” (i.e. the protection
of life and property only) of the United
States Antarctic Program (USAP). Once
the government was reopened, it was
impossible to support a normal summer

field season. The lack of infrastructure
available included the means to support
a safe operation to recover this waste
fuel drum. This was due to the lack of
skilled labor and the lack of ability to
stage a fuel cache between McMurdo
Station and the PIG camp (required due
to the extreme distance between
McMurdo Station’s airfield and the
location of the PIG camp).

During the 2014-2105 austral summer
season, the priority will be to remove
the hazardous waste drum at the PIG
field camp to McMurdo Station, where
it will be removed from the continent.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Polly A. Penhale at (703) 292-7420.

Nadene G. Kennedy,

Polar Coordination Specialist, Division of
Polar Programs.

[FR Doc. 2014—03183 Filed 2—12—14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Notice of Permits Issued Under the
Antarctic Conservation Act of 1978

AGENCY: National Science Foundation.

ACTION: Notice of permits issued under
the Antarctic Conservation of 1978,
Public Law 95-541.

SUMMARY: The National Science
Foundation (NSF) is required to publish
notice of permits issued under the
Antarctic Conservation Act of 1978.
This is the required notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Adrian Dahood, ACA Permit Officer,
Division of Polar Programs, Rm. 755,
National Science Foundation, 4201

Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22230.

Or by email: ACApermits@nsf.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
December 9, 2013 the National Science
Foundation published a notice in the
Federal Register of a permit
modification request received. After
carefully considering all comments
received and responses from the
applicant, the permit modification was
issued on February 6, 2014 to:

Eric Stangeland, Quark Expeditions,
Permit No. 2014-006

Nadene G. Kennedy,

Polar Coordination Specialist, Division of
Polar Programs.

[FR Doc. 2014—03148 Filed 2—12-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket Nos. 50-321 and 50-366; NRC—-
2008-0585]

Southern Nuclear Operating Company,
Inc.; Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant,
Units 1 and 2; Exemption

1.0 Background

The Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc. (SNC, the licensee) is the
holder of the Renewed Facility
Operating License Nos. DPR-57 and
NPF-5 which authorize operation of the
Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Plant, Units 1
and 2 (HNP). The licenses provide,
among other things, that the facility is
subject to the rules, regulations, and
orders of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) now or hereafter in
effect.

The HNP facility consists of two
boiling-water reactors located in
Appling County, Georgia.

2.0 Request/Action

Pursuant to §50.12 of Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR),
Specific Exemptions, SNC has, by letter
dated April 23, 2013, requested an
exemption from the fuel cladding
material requirements in 10 CFR 50.46,
‘““Acceptance criteria for emergency core
cooling systems [ECCS] for light-water
nuclear power reactors,” and Appendix
K to 10 CFR Part 50, “ECCS Evaluation
Models,” (Appendix K).

The SNC’s letter of April 23, 2013,
constitutes the licensee’s second request
for an exemption from the above fuel
cladding material requirements in order
to irradiate two GE14 Lead Test
Assemblies (LTAs) in the HNP. The
LTAs include a limited number of fuel
rods manufactured with an advanced
cladding alloy, known as Global Nuclear
Fuel (GNF) Ziron, which is outside of
the cladding materials specified in the
regulations (i.e. zircaloy or ZIRLO™),
By letter dated November 7, 2008, the
NRC approved an earlier SNC request
for an exemption in order to irradiate
these two GE14 LTAs in the HNP Unit
2 reactor for cycles 21, 22 and 23. These
two LTAs have now completed
operation in cycles 21 and 22; however,
SNC decided not to include them in the
Unit 2 cycle 23 core loading in order to
allow sufficient time to perform pool-
side inspections. Since the original
exemption request applied only to the
operation of the LTAs in the Unit 2
reactor for cycles 21-23, SNC has
requested a second exemption in order
to continue irradiation of the LTAs in
either of the HNP reactors for one or
more additional cycles, up to GNF’s
approved peak pellet exposure.
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The regulation in 10 CFR 50.46
contains acceptance criteria for an ECCS
for reactors fueled with zircaloy or
ZIRLO™ cladding. In addition,
Appendix K requires that the Baker-Just
equation be used to predict the rates of
energy release, hydrogen concentration,
and cladding oxidation from the metal-
water reaction. The exemption request
relates solely to the specific types of
cladding material specified in these
regulations. As written, the regulations
presume the use of zircaloy or ZIRLO™
fuel rod cladding. Thus, an exemption
from the requirements of 10 CFR 50.46,
and Appendix K is needed to irradiate
a lead test assembly (LTA) comprised of
different cladding alloys at HNP.

3.0 Discussion

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.12, the
Commission may, upon application by
any interested person or upon its own
initiative, grant exemptions from the
requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, when
(1) the exemptions are authorized by
law, will not present an undue risk to
the public health and safety, and are
consistent with the common defense
and security; and (2) when special
circumstances are present. Under 10
CFR 50.12(a)(2), special circumstances
include, among other things, when
application of the regulation in the
particular circumstances would not
serve, or is not necessary to achieve, the
underlying purpose of the rule.

Authorized by Law

This exemption would allow the
licensee to insert two lead test fuel
assemblies with fuel rod cladding that
does not meet the definition of zircaloy
or ZIRLOTM, as specified by 10 CFR
50.46, and Appendix K, in either of the
HNP reactors for one or more additional
cycles, up to GNF’s approved peak
pellet exposure. As stated above, 10 CFR
50.12 allows the NRC to grant
exemptions from the requirements of 10
CFR Part 50. The NRC staff has
determined that granting of the
licensee’s proposed exemption will not
result in a violation of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, or the
Commission’s regulations. Therefore,
the exemption is authorized by law.

No Undue Risk to Public Health and
Safety

In regard to the fuel mechanical
design, the exemption request relates
solely to the specific types of cladding
material specified in the regulations.
The underlying purpose of 10 CFR 50.46
is to establish acceptance criteria for
ECCS. In Section VI of its letter dated
April 23, 2013, SNC provides a
technical basis supporting the

applicability of the 50.46 Paragraph (b)
fuel criteria to GNF-Ziron. Experimental
results from tests conducted on GNF-
Ziron samples exposed to loss-of-
coolant accident (LOCA) conditions
were provided by SNC. While these
tests differ from the post-steam oxidized
ring-compression testing (which forms
the basis of the 10 CFR 50.46 post-
quench ductility criteria), these results
provide reasonable assurance that the 17
percent oxidation and 2200 degree
Farenheit criteria are valid for GNF-
Ziron and meet the underlying purpose
of the rule, which is to maintain a
degree of post-quench ductility in the
fuel cladding material.

As discussed in the NRC Research
Information Letter 0801, “Technical
Basis for Revision of Embrittlement
Criteria in 10 CFR 50.46,” ADAMS
Accession No. ML081350225, based on
an ongoing LOCA research program at
Argonne National Laboratory, cladding
corrosion (and associated hydrogen
pickup) has a significant impact on
post-quench ductility. Post-irradiation
examinations provided by the licensee
demonstrate the favorable hydrogen
pickup characteristics of GNF-Ziron as
compared with standard zircaloy.
Hence, the GNF-Ziron fuel rods would
be less susceptible to the detrimental
effects of hydrogen uptake during
normal operation and their impact on
post-quench ductility.

Paragraph I.A.5 of Appendix K to 10
CFR Part 50 states that the rate of energy
release, hydrogen generation, and
cladding oxidation from the metal/water
reaction shall be calculated using the
Baker-Just equation. Since the Baker-
Just equation presumes the use of
zircaloy clad fuel, strict application of
the rule would not permit use of the
equation for the LTA cladding for
determining acceptable fuel
performance. Metal-water reaction tests
performed by GNF on GNF-Ziron, as
described in the application for
exemption, demonstrate conservative
reaction rates relative to the Baker-Just
equation. Thus, application of
Appendix K, Paragraph [.A.5 is not
necessary for the licensee to achieve its
underlying purpose in these
circumstances.

High temperature perforation test
results were included in the application.
These test results illustrate similar burst
characteristics of GNF-Ziron as
compared with standard zircaloy. In
addition, the licensee provides further
comparisons of material properties
between GNF-Ziron and zircaloy. Based
upon this comparison of material
properties, GNF and SNC believe that
currently approved methods and models
are directly applicable to GNF-Ziron.

Based upon the material properties
provided in SNC’s letter dated April 23,
2013, the NRC staff finds the use of
current LOCA models and methods
acceptable for the purpose of evaluating
LTAs containing a limited number of
GNF-Ziron fuel rods. The staff notes that
Section V of GNF’s technical basis
document (Enclosure 2 of the April 23,
2013 application) states that the GNF
fuel rod thermal mechanical code
PRIMEO03 is now being used to assess
fuel rod performance. The PRIMEO3
code, which accounts for exposure-
dependent fuel thermal conductivity,
replaces the legacy GESTRM fuel rod
performance code. While not explicitly
approved for GNF-Ziron, the use of
PRIMEO3 is consistent with the
approved GNF reload methodology and
therefore acceptable.

Through the mechanical testing and a
comparison of material properties
provided by SNC, the staff has
reasonable assurance that anticipated
in-reactor performance will be
acceptable. Further, the licensee has
demonstrated that the use of current
methods and models are reasonable for
evaluating the cladding’s performance
in response to anticipated operational
occurrences and accidents.
Nevertheless, as with any
developmental cladding alloy, the NRC
staff requires a limitation on the total
number of fuel rods clad in a
developmental alloy in order to ensure
a minimal impact on the simulated
progression and calculated
consequences of postulated accidents.
This limitation is directly related to the
available material properties (both
unirradiated and irradiated) used to
judge the cladding alloy’s anticipated
in-reactor performance. Based on the
material properties data presented
within the application attachments, the
NRC staff finds the HNP LTA program
acceptable with respect to achieving the
underlying purpose of 10 CFR 50.46 and
Appendix K to 10 CFR Part 50.

Based upon results of metal-water
reaction tests and mechanical testing
which ensure the applicability of ECCS
models and acceptance criteria, the
limited number and anticipated
performance of the advanced cladding
fuel rods, and the use of approved
LOCA models to ensure that the LTAs
satisfy 10 CFR 50.46 acceptance criteria,
the NRC staff finds it acceptable to grant
an exemption from the requirements of
10 CFR 50.46 and Appendix K to 10
CFR Part 50 for the use of two LTAs in
either of the HNP reactors for one or
more additional cycles, up to GNF’s
approved peak pellet exposure.
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Consistent With Common Defense and
Security

The proposed exemption would allow
the licensee to insert two lead test fuel
assemblies with fuel rod cladding that
does not meet the definition of zircaloy
or ZIRLO™ as specified by 10 CFR
50.46, and Appendix K, into either of
the HNP reactors for one or more
additional cycles, up to GNF’s approved
peak pellet exposure. This change has
no relation to security issues. Therefore,
the common defense and security is not
impacted by this exemption.

Special Circumstances

Special circumstances, in accordance
with 10 CFR 50.12, are present
whenever application of the regulation
in the particular circumstances is not
necessary to achieve the underlying
purpose of the rule. The underlying
purpose of 10 CFR 50.46 and Appendix
K to 10 CFR Part 50 is to establish
acceptance criteria for emergency core
cooling system performance. The
wording of the regulations in 10 CFR
50.46 and Appendix K is not directly
applicable to Ziron, even though the
evaluations discussed above show that
the intent of the regulations is met.
Therefore, since the NRC staff finds that
the underlying purpose of 10 CFR 50.46
and Appendix K is achieved with the
use of Ziron, the special circumstances
required by 10 CFR 50.12 for the
granting of an exemption from 10 CFR
50.46 and Appendix K exist.

4.0 Conclusion

Accordingly, the Commission has
determined that, pursuant to 10 CFR
50.12(a), the exemption is authorized by
law, will not present an undue risk to
the public health and safety, and is
consistent with the common defense
and security. Also, special
circumstances are present. Therefore,
the Commission hereby grants SNC an
exemption from the requirements of 10
CFR 50.46, and 10 CFR Part 50,
Appendix K, to allow the limited use of
two LTAs with selected rods clad with
GNF-Ziron cladding in either of the
HNP reactors for one or more additional
cycles, up to GNF’s approved peak
pellet exposure.

Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.32, the
Commission has determined that the
granting of this exemption will not have
a significant effect on the quality of the
human environment (79 FR 4983;
January 30, 2014).

This exemption is effective upon
issuance.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 4th day
of February 2014.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Michele G. Evans,

Director, Division of Operating Reactor
Licensing, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.

[FR Doc. 201403215 Filed 2—12-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL
MANAGEMENT

Excepted Service; Consolidated
Listing of Schedules A, B, and C
Exceptions

AGENCY: Office of Personnel
Management.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This provides the
consolidated notice of all agency
specific excepted authorities, approved
by the Office of Personnel Management
(OPM), under Schedule A, B, and C, as
of June 30, 2013, as required by Civil
Service Rule VI, Exceptions from the
Competitive Service.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Senior Executive Resources Services,
Senior Executive Services and
Performance Management, Employee
Services, 202—-606—2246.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Civil
Service Rule VI (5 CFR 6.1) requires the
U.S. Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) to publish notice of exceptions
granted under Schedule A, B, and C.
Under 5 CFR 213.103(a) it is required
that all Schedule A, B, and C appointing
authorities available for use by all
agencies to be published as regulations
in the Federal Register (FR) and the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).
Excepted appointing authorities
established solely for use by one
specific agency do not meet the
standard of general applicability
prescribed by the Federal Register Act
for regulations published in either the
FR or the CFR. Therefore, 5 CFR
213.103(b) requires monthly
publication, in the Notices section of the
Federal Register, of any Schedule A, B,
and C appointing authorities applicable
to a single agency. Under 5 CFR
213.103(c) it is required that a
consolidated listing of all Schedule A,
B, and C authorities, current as of June
30 of each year, be published annually
in the Notices section of the Federal
Register at www.federalregister.gov/
agencies/personnel-management-office.
That notice follows. Governmentwide
authorities codified in the CFR are not
printed in this notice.

When making appointments under an
agency-specific authority, agencies
should first list the appropriate

Schedule A, B, or C, followed by the
applicable number, for example:
Schedule A, 213.3104(x)(x). Agencies
are reminded that all excepted
authorities are subject to the provisions
of 5 CFR part 302 unless specifically
exempted by OPM at the time of
approval. OPM maintains continuing
information on the status of all
Schedule A, B, and C appointing
authorities. Interested parties needing
information about specific authorities
during the year may obtain information
by writing to the Senior Executive
Resources Services, Office of Personnel
Management, 1900 E Street NW., Room
7412, Washington, DC 20415, or by
calling (202) 606—2246.

The following exceptions are current
as of June 30, 2013.

Schedule A

03. Executive Office of the President
(Sch. A, 213.3103)

(a) Office of Administration—

(1) Not to exceed 75 positions to
provide administrative services and
support to the White House Office.

(b) Office of Management and Budget—

(1) Not to exceed 20 positions at
grades GS-5/15.

(c) Council on Environmental Quality—

(1) Professional and technical
positions in grades GS—9 through 15 on
the staff of the Council.

(d)=(f) (Reserved)

(g) National Security Council—

(1) All positions on the staff of the
Council.

(h) Office of Science and Technology
Policy—

(1) Thirty positions of Senior Policy
Analyst, GS-15; Policy Analyst, GS-11/
14; and Policy Research Assistant, GS—
9, for employment of anyone not to
exceed 5 years on projects of a high
priority nature.

(i) Office of National Drug Control
Policy—

(1) Not to exceed 18 positions, GS—15
and below, of senior policy analysts and
other personnel with expertise in drug-
related issues and/or technical
knowledge to aid in anti-drug abuse
efforts.

04. Department of State (Sch. A,
213.3104)

(a) Office of the Secretary—

(1) All positions, GS—15 and below,
on the staff of the Family Liaison Office,
Director General of the Foreign Service
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