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(C) Environmental conditions (e.g.,
wind speed and direction, Beaufort sea
state, cloud cover, and visibility);

(D) Description of all marine mammal
observations in the 24 hours preceding
the incident;

(E) Species identification or
description of the animal(s) involved;

(F) Fate of the animal(s); and

(G) Photographs or video footage of
the animal(s).

(ii) Activities shall not resume until
NMEFS is able to review the
circumstances of the prohibited take.
NMFS will work with the Holder to
determine what measures are necessary
to minimize the likelihood of further
prohibited take and ensure MMPA
compliance. The Holder may not
resume their activities until notified by
NMFS.

(iii) In the event that the Holder
discovers an injured or dead marine
mammal, and the lead protected species
observer determines that the cause of
the injury or death is unknown and the
death is relatively recent (e.g., in less
than a moderate state of decomposition),
the Holder shall immediately report the
incident to the Chief of the Permits and
Conservation Division, Office of
Protected Resources, NMFS, and the
Northwest Regional Stranding
Coordinator. The report must include
the same information identified in
§ 217.225(a)(3) of this chapter. Activities
may continue while NMFS reviews the
circumstances of the incident. NMFS
will work with the Holder to determine
whether additional mitigation measures
or modifications to the activities are
appropriate.

(iv) In the event that the Holder
discovers an injured or dead marine
mammals, and the lead protected
species observer determines that the
injury or death is not associated with or
related to the activities authorized in the
LOA (e.g., previously wounded animal,
carcass with moderate to advanced
decomposition, or scavenger damage),
the Holder shall report the incident to
the Chief of the Permits and
Conservation Division, Office of
Protected Resources, NMFS, and the
Northwest Regional Stranding
Coordinator, within 24 hours of the
discovery. The Holder shall provide
photographs or video footage or other
documentation of the stranding animal
sighting to NMFS.

§217.226 Letters of Authorization.

(a) To incidentally take marine
mammals pursuant to these regulations,
the applicant must apply for and obtain
an LOA.

(b) An LOA, unless suspended or
revoked, may be effective for a period of

time not to exceed the expiration date
of these regulations.

(c) If an LOA expires prior to the
expiration date of these regulations, the
Holder must apply for and obtain a
renewal of the LOA.

(d) In the event of projected changes
to the activity or to mitigation and
monitoring measures required by an
LOA, the Holder must apply for and
obtain a modification of the LOA as
described in §217.227.

(e) The LOA shall set forth:

(1) Permissible methods of incidental
taking;

(2) Means of effecting the least
practicable adverse impact (i.e.,
mitigation) on the species and its
habitat; and

(3) Requirements for monitoring and
reporting.

(f) Issuance of the LOA shall be based
on a determination that the level of
taking will be consistent with the
findings made for the total taking
allowable under these regulations.

(g) Notice of issuance or denial of an
LOA shall be published in the Federal
Register within 30 days of a
determination.

§217.227 Renewals and Modifications of
Letters of Authorization.

(a) An LOA issued under §§216.106
and 217.226 of this chapter for the
activity identified in § 217.220(a) of this
chapter shall be renewed or modified
upon request by the applicant, provided
that:

(1) The proposed specified activity
and mitigation, monitoring, and
reporting measures, as well as the
anticipated impacts, are the same as
those described and analyzed for these
regulations (excluding changes made
pursuant to the adaptive management
provision in §217.227(c)(1)), and

(2) NMFS determines that the
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
measures required by the previous LOA
under these regulations were
implemented.

(b) For LOA modification or renewal
requests by the applicant that include
changes to the activity or the mitigation,
monitoring, or reporting (excluding
changes made pursuant to the adaptive
management provision in
§217.227(c)(1)) that do not change the
findings made for the regulations or that
result in no more than a minor change
in the total estimated number of takes
(or distribution by species or years),
NMFS may publish a notice of proposed
LOA in the Federal Register, including
the associated analysis illustrating the
change, and solicit public comments
before issuing the LOA.

(c) An LOA issued under §§216.106
and 217.226 of this chapter for the

activity identified in § 217.220(a) may
be modified by NMFS under the
following circumstances:

(1) Adaptive Management—NMFS
may modify (including augment) the
existing mitigation, monitoring, or
reporting measures (after consulting
with the Holder regarding the
practicability of the modifications) if
doing so creates a reasonable likelihood
of more effectively accomplishing the
goals of the mitigation and monitoring
set forth in the preamble for these
regulations.

(i) Possible sources of data that could
contribute to the decision to modify the
mitigation, monitoring, or reporting
measures in an LOA include the
following:

(A) Results from the Holder’s
monitoring from the previous year(s);

(B) Results from other marine
mammal and/or sound research or
studies;

(C) Any information that reveals
marine mammals may have been taken
in a manner, extent, or number not
authorized by these regulations or
subsequent LOAs.

(ii) If, through adaptive management,
the modifications to the mitigation,
monitoring, or reporting measures are
substantial, NMFS will publish a notice
of proposed LOA in the Federal
Register and solicit public comments.

(2) Emergencies—If NMFS determines
that an emergency exists that poses a
significant risk to the well-being of the
species or stocks of marine mammals
specified in § 217.222(b), an LOA may
be modified without prior notice or
opportunity for public comment. Notice
of such action will be published in the
Federal Register within 30 days of the
action.

[FR Doc. 2013-25089 Filed 10-21-13; 4:15 pm]
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SUMMARY: NMFS is opening directed
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area
620 of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This
action is necessary to fully use the 2013
total allowable catch of pollock in
Statistical Area 620 of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), October 22, 2013, through
1200 hrs, A.Lt., November 1, 2013.
Comments must be received at the
following address no later than 4:30
p-m., A.l.t.,, November 5, 2013.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this document, identified by NOAA—
NMFS-2012-0180 by any of the
following methods:

e Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to
www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2012-
0180, click the “Comment Now!” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

e Mail: Address written comments to
Glenn Merrill, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region NMFS, Attn:
Ellen Sebastian. Mail comments to P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802—-1668.

e Fax: Address written comments to
Glenn Merrill, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region NMFS, Attn:
Ellen Sebastian. Fax comments to 907—
586-7557.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter “N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous). Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF
file formats only.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing

fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

NMFS closed directed fishing for
pollock in Statistical Area 620 of the
GOA under §679.20(d)(1)(iii) on
October 7, 2013 (78 FR 61990, October
10, 2013).

As of October 17, 2013, NMFS has
determined that approximately 3,553
metric tons of pollock remain in the
directed fishing allowance for pollock in
Statistical Area 620 of the GOA.
Therefore, in accordance with
§679.25(a)(1)(i), (a)(2)(i)(C), and
(a)(2)(iii)(D), and to fully utilize the
2013 TAC of pollock in Statistical Area
620 of the GOA, NMFS is terminating
the previous closure and is reopening
directed fishing pollock in Statistical
Area 620 of the GOA, effective 1200 hrs,
A.lLt., October 22, 2013.

The Administrator, Alaska Region
(Regional Administrator) considered the
following factors in reaching this
decision: (1) The current catch of
pollock in Statistical Area 620 of the
GOA and, (2) the harvest capacity and
stated intent on future harvesting
patterns of vessels in participating in
this fishery.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the opening of the directed
pollock fishery in Statistical Area 620 of
the GOA. Immediate notification is
necessary to allow for the orderly
conduct and efficient operation of this
fishery, to allow the industry to plan for
the fishing season, and to avoid
potential disruption to the fishing fleet
and processors. NMFS was unable to
publish a notice providing time for
public comment because the most
recent, relevant data only became
available as of October 17, 2013.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

Without this inseason adjustment,
NMEFS could not allow pollock fishery
in Statistical Area 620 of the GOA to be
harvested in an expedient manner and
in accordance with the regulatory
schedule. Under §679.25(c)(2),
interested persons are invited to submit
written comments on this action to the
above address until November 5, 2013.

This action is required by § 679.25
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: October 21, 2013.

Kelly Denit,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2013-25012 Filed 10-21-13; 4:15 pm]
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SUMMARY: Effective 1200 hr, October 24,
2013, federally permitted vessels may
not fish for, catch, possess, transfer, or
land more than 2,000 1b (907.2 kg) of
Atlantic herring (herring) per trip or
calendar day in or from Management
Area 3 until January 1, 2014, when the
2014 allocation for Area 3 becomes
available. This action is required
because NMFS projects that 92 percent
of the catch limit for that area was
caught as of October 18, 2013. Vessels
that have entered port before 1200 hr,
October 24, 2013, may possess, offload,
and sell more than 2,000 1b of herring
from Area 3, from that trip. Also
effective 1200 hr, October 24, 2013,
federally permitted dealers may not
receive more than 2,000 lb (907.2 kg) of
herring caught within Management Area
3 per trip or calendar day, unless it is
from a trip landed by a vessel that
entered port before 1200 hr, October 24,
2013.

DATES: Effective 1200 hr local time,
October 24, 2013, through December 31,
2013.
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