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becoming subject to the registration
requirements of the Securities Act.
However, the staff believes that the
number of issuers from other countries
that rely on rule 237, and that therefore
are required to comply with the offering
document disclosure requirements, is
negligible.
These burden hour estimates are
based upon the Commission staff’s
experience and discussions with the
fund industry. The estimates of average
burden hours are made solely for the
purposes of the Paperwork Reduction
Act. These estimates are not derived
from a comprehensive or even a
representative survey or study of the
costs of Commission rules.
Compliance with the collection of
information requirements of the rule is
mandatory and is necessary to comply
with the requirements of the rule in
general. Responses will not be kept
confidential. An agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a
currently valid control number.
The public may view the background
documentation for this information
collection at the following Web site,
www.reginfo.gov. Comments should be
directed to: (i) Desk Officer for the
Securities and Exchange Commission,
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, Room 10102, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503,
or by sending an email to: Shagufta_
Ahmed@omb.eop.gov; and (ii) Thomas
Bayer, Chief Information Officer,
Securities and Exchange Commission, c/
o Remi Pavlik-Simon, 100 F Street NE.,
Washington, DC 20549 or send an email
to: PRA_Mailbox@sec.gov. Comments
must be submitted to OMB within 30
days of this notice.
Dated: August 19, 2013.
Kevin M. O’Neill,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2013–20575 Filed 8–22–13; 8:45 am]
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Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request
Upon Written Request, Copies Available
From: Securities and Exchange
Commission, Office of Investor
Education and Advocacy,
Washington, DC 20549–0213.
Extension:
Rule 15Ba2–1 and Form MSD, SEC File No.
270–0088, OMB Control No. 3235–0083.
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Notice is hereby given that pursuant
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(‘‘PRA’’) (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget
(‘‘OMB’’) a request for extension of the
previously approved collection of
information provided for in Rule
15Ba2–1 (17 CFR 240.15Ba2–1) and
Form MSD (17 CFR 249.1100) under the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(‘‘Exchange Act’’) (17 U.S.C. 78a et seq.).
Rule 15Ba2–1 provides that an
application for registration with the
Commission by a bank municipal
securities dealer must be filed on Form
MSD. The Commission uses the
information obtained from Form MSD
filings to determine whether bank
municipal securities dealers meet the
standards for registration set forth in the
Act, to maintain a central registry where
members of the public may obtain
information about particular bank
municipal securities dealers, and to
develop risk assessment information
about bank municipal securities dealers.
Based upon past submissions, the
staff estimates that approximately 22
respondents will utilize this application
procedure annually. The staff estimates
that the average number of hours
necessary to comply with the
requirements of Rule 15Ba2–1 and Form
MSD is 1.5 hours per respondent, for a
total burden of 33 hours per year. The
staff estimates that the average internal
compliance cost per hour is
approximately $310. Therefore, the
estimated total annual cost of
compliance for the respondents is
approximately $10,230.
Rule 15Ba2–1 does not contain an
explicit recordkeeping requirement, but
the rule does require the prompt
correction of any information on Form
MSD that becomes inaccurate, meaning
that bank municipal securities dealers
need to maintain a current copy of Form
MSD indefinitely. Providing the
information on the application is
mandatory in order to register with the
Commission as a bank municipal
securities dealer. The information
contained in the application will not be
kept confidential.
An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
under the PRA unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.
The public may view background
documentation for this information
collection at the following Web site:
www.reginfo.gov. Comments should be
directed to: (i) Desk Officer for the
Securities and Exchange Commission,
Office of Information and Regulatory

PO 00000

Frm 00091

Fmt 4703

Sfmt 4703

Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, Room 10102, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503,
or by email to: Shagufta_Ahmed@
omb.eop.gov; and (ii) Thomas Bayer,
Director/Chief Information Officer,
Securities and Exchange Commission,
c/o Remi Pavlik-Simon, 100 F Street
NE., Washington, DC 20549, or by email
to: PRA_Mailbox@sec.gov. Comments
must be submitted to OMB within 30
days of this notice.
Dated: August 19, 2013.
Kevin M. O’Neill,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2013–20573 Filed 8–22–13; 8:45 am]
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Notice is hereby given that, pursuant
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(‘‘PRA’’) (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget
(‘‘OMB’’) a request for approval of
extension of the previously approved
collection of information provided for in
Rule 15Bc3–1 (17 CFR 240.15Bc3–1)
and Form MSDW (17 CFR 249.1110)
under the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 (17 U.S.C. 78a et seq.).
Rule 15Bc3–1 provides that a notice
of withdrawal from registration with the
Commission as a bank municipal
securities dealer must be filed on Form
MSDW. The Commission uses the
information contained in Form MSDW
in determining whether it is in the
public interest to permit a bank
municipal securities dealer to withdraw
its registration. This information is also
important to the municipal securities
dealer’s customers and to the public,
because it provides, among other things,
the name and address of a person to
contact regarding any of the municipal
securities dealer’s unfinished business.
Based upon past submissions, the
staff estimates that, on an annual basis,
approximately three bank municipal
securities dealers will file a notice of
withdrawal from registration with the
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Commission as a bank municipal
securities dealer on Form MSDW. The
staff estimates that the average number
of hours necessary to comply with the
notice requirements set out in Rule
15Bc3–1 and Form MSDW is 0.5 per
respondent, for a total burden of 1.5
hours per year. The staff estimates that
the average internal compliance cost per
hour is approximately $310. Therefore,
the estimated total cost of compliance
for the respondents is approximately
$465.
Providing the information on the
application is mandatory in order to
register with the Commission as a bank
municipal securities dealer. The
information contained in the
application will not be kept
confidential.
An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
under the PRA unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.
The public may view background
documentation for this information
collection at the following Web site:
www.reginfo.gov. Comments should be
directed to: (i) Desk Officer for the
Securities and Exchange Commission,
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, Room 10102, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503,
or by email to: Shagufta_Ahmed@
omb.eop.gov; and (ii) Thomas Bayer,
Director/Chief Information Officer,
Securities and Exchange Commission,
c/o Remi Pavlik-Simon, 100 F Street
NE., Washington, DC 20549 or by email
to: PRA_Mailbox@sec.gov. Comments
must be submitted to OMB within 30
days of this notice.
Dated: August 19, 2013.
Kevin M. O’Neill,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2013–20574 Filed 8–22–13; 8:45 am]
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[Release No. 34–70228; File No. 4–663]

Program for Allocation of Regulatory
Responsibilities Pursuant to Rule 17d–
2; Order Approving and Declaring
Effective a Plan for the Allocation of
Regulatory Responsibilities Between
the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority, Inc. and the Topaz
Exchange, LLC
August 19, 2013.

On July 2, 2013, the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc.
(‘‘FINRA’’) and the Topaz Exchange,
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LLC (‘‘Topaz’’) (together with FINRA,
the ‘‘Parties’’) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(‘‘Commission’’) a plan for the
allocation of regulatory responsibilities,
dated June 21, 2013 (‘‘17d–2 Plan’’ or
the ‘‘Plan’’). The Plan was published for
comment on August 1, 2013.1 The
Commission received no comments on
the Plan. This order approves and
declares effective the Plan.
I. Introduction
Section 19(g)(1) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (‘‘Act’’),2 among
other things, requires every selfregulatory organization (‘‘SRO’’)
registered as either a national securities
exchange or national securities
association to examine for, and enforce
compliance by, its members and persons
associated with its members with the
Act, the rules and regulations
thereunder, and the SRO’s own rules,
unless the SRO is relieved of this
responsibility pursuant to Section 17(d)
or Section 19(g)(2) of the Act.3 Without
this relief, the statutory obligation of
each individual SRO could result in a
pattern of multiple examinations of
broker-dealers that maintain
memberships in more than one SRO
(‘‘common members’’). Such regulatory
duplication would add unnecessary
expenses for common members and
their SROs.
Section 17(d)(1) of the Act 4 was
intended, in part, to eliminate
unnecessary multiple examinations and
regulatory duplication.5 With respect to
a common member, Section 17(d)(1)
authorizes the Commission, by rule or
order, to relieve an SRO of the
responsibility to receive regulatory
reports, to examine for and enforce
compliance with applicable statutes,
rules, and regulations, or to perform
other specified regulatory functions.
To implement Section 17(d)(1), the
Commission adopted two rules: Rule
17d–1 and Rule 17d–2 under the Act.6
Rule 17d–1 authorizes the Commission
to name a single SRO as the designated
examining authority (‘‘DEA’’) to
examine common members for
compliance with the financial
responsibility requirements imposed by
the Act, or by Commission or SRO
1 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 70053
(July 26, 2013), 78 FR 46656.
2 15 U.S.C. 78s(g)(1).
3 15 U.S.C. 78q(d) and 15 U.S.C. 78s(g)(2),
respectively.
4 15 U.S.C. 78q(d)(1).
5 See Securities Act Amendments of 1975, Report
of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs to Accompany S. 249, S. Rep. No. 94–
75, 94th Cong., 1st Session 32 (1975).
6 17 CFR 240.17d–1 and 17 CFR 240.17d–2,
respectively.
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rules.7 When an SRO has been named as
a common member’s DEA, all other
SROs to which the common member
belongs are relieved of the responsibility
to examine the firm for compliance with
the applicable financial responsibility
rules. On its face, Rule 17d–1 deals only
with an SRO’s obligations to enforce
member compliance with financial
responsibility requirements. Rule 17d–1
does not relieve an SRO from its
obligation to examine a common
member for compliance with its own
rules and provisions of the federal
securities laws governing matters other
than financial responsibility, including
sales practices and trading activities and
practices.
To address regulatory duplication in
these and other areas, the Commission
adopted Rule 17d–2 under the Act.8
Rule 17d–2 permits SROs to propose
joint plans for the allocation of
regulatory responsibilities with respect
to their common members. Under
paragraph (c) of Rule 17d–2, the
Commission may declare such a plan
effective if, after providing for
appropriate notice and comment, it
determines that the plan is necessary or
appropriate in the public interest and
for the protection of investors; to foster
cooperation and coordination among the
SROs; to remove impediments to, and
foster the development of, a national
market system and a national clearance
and settlement system; and is in
conformity with the factors set forth in
Section 17(d) of the Act. Commission
approval of a plan filed pursuant to Rule
17d–2 relieves an SRO of those
regulatory responsibilities allocated by
the plan to another SRO.
II. Proposed Plan
On July 26, 2013, the Commission
granted Topaz’s application for
registration as a national securities
exchange.9 The proposed 17d–2 Plan is
intended to reduce regulatory
duplication for firms that are common
members of both Topaz and FINRA.10
Pursuant to the proposed 17d–2 Plan,
FINRA would assume certain
examination and enforcement
responsibilities for common members
with respect to certain applicable laws,
rules, and regulations.
7 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 12352
(April 20, 1976), 41 FR 18808 (May 7, 1976).
8 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 12935
(October 28, 1976), 41 FR 49091 (November 8,
1976).
9 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 70050
(July 26, 2013), 78 FR 46622 (August 1, 2013) (File
No. 10–209).
10 The proposed 17d–2 Plan refers to these
common members as ‘‘Dual Members.’’ See
Paragraph 1(c) of the proposed 17d–2 Plan.
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