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seq.). The BLM will effect a segregation
by publishing a Federal Register notice
that includes a description of the lands
being segregated. The BLM may effect
segregation in this way for both pending
and new right-of-way applications.

(2) The effective date of segregation is
the date of publication of the notice in
the Federal Register. The segregation
terminates consistent with subpart
2091.3-2 and the lands automatically
open on the date that is the earliest of
the following:

(i) When the BLM issues a decision
granting, granting with modifications, or
denying the application for a right-of-
way;

(1i) Automatically at the end of the
segregation period stated in the Federal
Register notice initiating the
segregation, or

(iii) Upon publication of a Federal
Register notice terminating the
segregation and opening the lands in
question.

(3) The segregation period may not
exceed 2 years from the date of
publication in the Federal Register of
the notice initiating the segregation,
unless the State Director determines and
documents in writing, prior to the
expiration of the segregation period, that
an extension is necessary for the orderly
administration of the public lands. If the
State Director determines an extension
is necessary, the Bureau of Land
Management will extend the segregation
for up to 2 years by publishing a notice
in the Federal Register, prior to the
expiration of the initial segregation
period. Segregations under this part may
only be extended once and the total
segregation period may not exceed 4
years.

PART 2800—RIGHTS-OF-WAY UNDER
THE FEDERAL LAND POLICY
MANAGEMENT ACT

m 3. The authority citation for part 2800
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 43 U.S.C. 1733, 1740, 1763, and
1764.

Subpart 2804—Applying for FLPMA
Grants

m 4. Amend § 2804.25 by adding
paragraph (e) to read as follows:

§2804.25 How will BLM process my
application?

(e)(1) The BLM may segregate, if it
finds it necessary for the orderly
administration of the public lands,
lands included in a right-of-way
application under 43 CFR subpart 2804
for the generation of electrical energy
from wind or solar sources. In addition,

the Bureau of Land Management may
also segregate lands that it identifies for
potential rights-of-way for electricity
generation from wind or solar sources
when initiating a competitive process
for solar or wind development on
particular lands. Upon segregation, such
lands would not be subject to
appropriation under the public land
laws, including location under the
Mining Law of 1872 (30 U.S.C. 22 et
seq.), but would remain open under the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C.
181 et seq.) or the Materials Act of 1947
(30 U.S.C. 601 et seq.). The BLM would
effect a segregation by publishing a
Federal Register notice that includes a
description of the lands being
segregated. The BLM may effect
segregation in this way for both pending
and new right-of-way applications.

(2) The effective date of segregation is
the date of publication of the notice in
the Federal Register. Consistent with 43
CFR 2091-3.2, the segregation
terminates and the lands automatically
open on the date that is the earliest of
the following:

(i) When the BLM issues a decision
granting, granting with modifications, or
denying the application for a right-of-
way;

(ii) Automatically at the end of the
segregation period stated in the Federal
Register notice initiating the
segregation; or

(iii) Upon publication of a Federal
Register notice terminating the
segregation and opening the lands.

(3) The segregation period may not
exceed 2 years from the date of
publication in the Federal Register of
the notice initiating the segregation,
unless the State Director determines and
documents in writing, prior to the
expiration of the segregation period, that
an extension is necessary for the orderly
administration of the public lands. If the
State Director determines an extension
is necessary, the BLM will extend the
segregation for up to 2 years by
publishing a notice in the Federal
Register, prior to the expiration of the
initial segregation period. Segregations
under this part may only be extended
once and the total segregation period
may not exceed 4 years.

Dated: April 23, 2013.

Tommy P. Beaudreau,

Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior,
Land and Minerals Management.

[FR Doc. 2013—-10087 Filed 4-29-13; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Temporary rule; emergency
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SUMMARY: NMFS issues this temporary
rule to extend the effectiveness of the
increase of the commercial annual catch
limit (ACL) for yellowtail snapper
implemented by a temporary rule
published by NMFS on November 7,
2012. The commercial ACL for
yellowtail snapper of 1,596,510 1b
(724,165 kg), round weight, will be
extended for up to an additional 186
days, until permanent measures are
implemented, as requested by the South
Atlantic Fishery Management Council
(Council). The intent of this temporary
rule is to ensure the commercial ACL for
yellowtail snapper is based on the best
scientific information available and to
help achieve optimum yield (OY) for the
yellowtail snapper resource.

DATES: The effective period for the
temporary rule published at 77 FR
66744, November 7, 2012, is extended
from May 6, 2013, through November
28, 2013, unless NMFS publishes a
superseding document in the Federal
Register.

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of
documents supporting this temporary
rule may be obtained from the Southeast
Regional Office Web site at http://
sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sf/
SASnapperGrouperHomepage.htm.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Michie, Southeast Regional Office,
NMFS, telephone: 727-824-5305, email:
Kate.Michie@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS and
the Council manage the snapper-grouper
fishery, which includes yellowtail
snapper, off the southern Atlantic states
under the Fishery Management Plan for
the Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the
South Atlantic Region (FMP). The
Council prepared the FMP and NMFS
implements the FMP through
regulations at 50 CFR part 622 under the
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authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act). Section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16
U.S.C. 1855(c)) provides the legal
authority for the promulgation of
emergency regulations.

Background

At its September 2012 meeting, the
Council requested that NMFS
promulgate emergency regulations to
increase the commercial ACL for
yellowtail snapper based on the results
of the May 2012 stock assessment
conducted by the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission’s
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute
(FWRI) which indicated yellowtail
snapper are not overfished or
experiencing overfishing. Results of the
stock assessment suggested that the
acceptable biological catch (ABC) could
increase, which could allow an increase
in the commercial ACL resulting in
positive social and economic benefits to
commercial fishermen and dealers. The
assessment was reviewed by the
Council’s Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC) on October 10, 2012.
Based on the stock assessment
conducted by the FWRI, the Council’s
request and the SSC’s ABC
recommendation, and the current
commercial sector’s allocation, NMFS
promulgated a temporary rule on
November 7, 2012, to increase the
commercial ACL for yellowtail snapper
from 1,142,589 1b (518,270 kg) to
1,596,510 lb (724,165 kg), round weight
(77 FR 66744). The temporary rule was
implemented in time to avoid triggering
the commercial accountability measure
(AM) in 2012, which would have
unnecessarily prohibited commercial
harvest and possession of yellowtail
snapper in the South Atlantic. The
temporary rule was determined to be
necessary to preserve a significant
economic opportunity that otherwise
might be foregone and to help achieve
OY for the fishery.

The temporary rule published on
November 7, 2012, will expire on May
6, 2013. The Council has developed
Regulatory Amendment 15 to the FMP
to implement the increased commercial
ACL for yellowtail snapper on a
permanent basis. However, this
regulatory amendment, if implemented,
will not be effective before the 180-day
temporary rule expires. Therefore, the
Council requested an extension of the
temporary rule at its March 2013
Council meeting, to continue the
increase of the commercial ACL for
yellowtail snapper while the rulemaking
for Regulatory Amendment 15 is
completed. This temporary rule

extension will ensure that the
commercial ACL for yellowtail snapper
is based on the best scientific
information available and will help to
achieve OY for yellowtail snapper while
avoiding an unnecessary closure for the
commercial sector.

Comments and Responses

Section 305(c)(3)(B) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act authorizes the extension of
an emergency regulation for up to 186
days, provided that the public has had
an opportunity to comment on the
initial emergency regulation and the
Council is actively preparing a plan
amendment or proposed regulations to
address the emergency on a permanent
basis. NMF'S solicited public comment
on the November 7, 2012, temporary
rule, and received one comment from a
fisheries association that supported the
temporary rule, development of
Regulatory Amendment 15, and the
extension of the temporary rule. No
other comments were received.

Classification

This action is issued pursuant to
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1855(c). The Regional
Administrator, Southeast Region,
NMFS, has determined that the
extension of this temporary rule is
necessary to preserve a significant
economic opportunity for the
commercial yellowtail snapper
component of the South Atlantic
snapper-grouper fishery and is
consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens
Act and other applicable laws. The
Council developed Regulatory
Amendment 15 to the FMP to establish
the increase in the commercial ACL for
yellowtail snapper on a permanent basis
and has submitted the amendment to
NMFS.

This temporary rule has been
determined to be not significant for
purposes of Executive Order 12866.

This temporary rule is exempt from
the procedures of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act because the rule is issued
without opportunity for prior notice and
comment.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA (AA) finds good cause
under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B) to waive prior
notice and the opportunity for public
comment on this temporary rule
extension. Providing prior notice and
opportunity for public comment would
be contrary to the public interest.
Failure to extend the increase in the
commercial ACL for yellowtail snapper
would result in the commercial ACL not
being based on the best scientific
information available, which would be
contrary to National Standard 2 of the

Magnuson-Stevens Act. Failure to
extend the temporary rule may also
result in the commercial sector being
unnecessarily prohibited from
harvesting and possessing yellowtail
snapper in 2013 due to a closure, which
would create adverse economic impacts
for those dependent upon the
commercial harvest of yellowtail
snapper, especially in the Florida Keys.
Extension of the temporary rule would
allow for continued commercial harvest
under the increased commercial ACL
while the emergency regulations are
being addressed on a permanent basis
through Regulatory Amendment 15 to
the FMP. This extension will give
fishermen the opportunity to achieve
OY for yellowtail snapper, in
accordance with National Standard 1 of
the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

For the reasons listed above, the AA
also finds good cause to waive the 30-
day delay in effectiveness of the action
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 24, 2013.
Alan D. Risenhoover,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
performing the functions and duties of the
Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2013-10153 Filed 4-29-13; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Emergency temporary rule;
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SUMMARY: NMFS implements a
temporary emergency action that
suspends existing monkfish possession
limits for vessels issued both a Federal
limited access Northeast multispecies
permit and a limited access monkfish
Category C or D permit that are fishing
under a monkfish day-at-sea in the
monkfish Northern Fishery Management
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