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TABLE 1

1. Merlini Un- .
derwater Es-
cape.

Launch site: All waters of

the East River south of the

Brooklyn Bridge and north

of a line drawn from the

southwest corner of Pier

3, Brooklyn, to the south-

east corner of Pier 6 Man-

hattan.

Seaport, East | e Date: March 24, 2013.
River Safety
Zone.

33 CFR
165.160(4.4).

e Time: 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m.

Under the provisions of 33 CFR
165.160, a vessel may not enter the
regulated area unless given express
permission from the COTP or the
designated representative. Spectator
vessels may transit outside the regulated
area but may not anchor, block, loiter in,
or impede the transit of other vessels.
The Coast Guard may be assisted by
other Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agencies in enforcing this
regulation.

This notice is issued under authority
of 33 CFR 165.160(a) and 5 U.S.C.
552(a). In addition to this notice in the
Federal Register, the Coast Guard will
provide mariners with advanced
notification of enforcement periods via
the Local Notice to Mariners and marine
information broadcasts. If the COTP
determines that the regulated area need
not be enforced for the full duration
stated in this notice, a Broadcast Notice
to Mariners may be used to grant general
permission to enter the regulated area.

Dated: February 1, 2013.
G. P. Hitchen,

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Acting Captain
of the Port New York.

[FR Doc. 2013-04731 Filed 2—28-13; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9110-04-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648
[Docket No. 121009528-2729-02]
RIN 0648—-XC499

Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Summer Flounder Fishery;
Quota Transfer

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; quota transfer.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
State of North Carolina is transferring a
portion of its 2013 commercial summer
flounder quota to the Commonwealth of
Virginia and to the State of Rhode
Island. NMFS is adjusting the quotas
and announcing the revised commercial
quota for each state involved.

DATES: Effective February 28, 2013,
through December 31, 2013.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carly Bari, Fishery Management
Specialist, 978—-281-9224.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the summer
flounder fishery are in 50 CFR part 648,
and require annual specification of a
commercial quota that is apportioned
among the coastal states from North
Carolina through Maine. The process to
set the annual commercial quota and the
percent allocated to each state are
described in § 648.100.

The final rule implementing
Amendment 5 to the Summer Flounder,
Scup, and Black Sea Bass Fishery
Management Plan, which was published
on December 17, 1993 (58 FR 65936),
provided a mechanism for summer
flounder quota to be transferred from
one state to another. Two or more states,
under mutual agreement and with the
concurrence of the Administrator,
Northeast Region, NMFS (Regional
Administrator), can transfer or combine
summer flounder commercial quota
under § 648.102(c)(2). The Regional
Administrator is required to consider
the criteria in §648.102(c)(2)(i) to
evaluate requests for quota transfers or
combinations.

North Carolina has agreed to transfer
1,410,230 1b (639,670 kg) of its 2013
commercial quota to Virginia. This
transfer was prompted by summer
flounder landings of a number of North
Carolina vessels that were granted safe
harbor in Virginia due to hazardous
shoaling, from January 1, 2013, to
January 31, 2013, thereby requiring a
quota transfer to account for an increase
in Virginia’s landings that would have
otherwise accrued against the North
Carolina quota. North Carolina has also
agreed to transfer 36,784 1b (16,685 kg)
of its 2013 commercial quota to Rhode
Island. This transfer was prompted by
summer flounder landings of three
North Carolina vessels that were granted
safe harbor in Rhode Island on January
31, 2013, and February 8, 2013, thereby
requiring a quota transfer to account for
an increase in Rhode Island’s landings
that would have otherwise accrued
against the North Carolina quota. The
Regional Administrator has determined
that the criteria set forth in
§648.102(c)(2)(i) have been met. The

revised summer flounder quotas for
calendar year 2013 are: North Carolina,
1,692,732 1b (767,810 kg); Virginia,
3,848,822 1b (1,745,796 kg); and Rhode
Island, 1,830,884 1b (830,475 kg).

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
part 648 and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 25, 2013.

Kara Meckley,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2013—04818 Filed 2—28-13; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 111207737-2141-02]
RIN 0648-XC522

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Catch
Vessels Using Trawl Gear in the
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; modification of
a closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is opening directed
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher vessels
(CVs) using trawl gear in the Western
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA) for 48 hours. This action is
necessary to fully use the A season
allowance of the 2013 Pacific cod total
allowable catch apportioned to CVs
using trawl gear in the Western
Regulatory Area of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), March 1, 2013,
through 1200 hours, A.lL.t., March 3,
2013. Comments must be received at the
following address no later than 4:30
p.m., A.lt., March 18, 2013.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this document, identified by FDMS
Docket Number NOAA-NMFS-2012—
0180 by any of the following methods:
e Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to
www.regulations.gov/
#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2012-
180, click the “Comment Now!”’ icon,


http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2012-180
http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2012-180
http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2012-180

Federal Register/Vol.

78, No. 41/Friday, March 1, 2013/Rules and Regulations

13813

complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

e Mail: Address written comments to
Glenn Merrill, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region NMFS, Attn:
Ellen Sebastian. Mail comments to P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802—-1668.

e Fax: Address written comments to
Glenn Merrill, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region NMFS, Attn:
Ellen Sebastian. Fax comments to 907—
586—7557.

e Hand delivery to the Federal
Building: Address written comments to
Glenn Merrill, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region NMFS, Attn:
Ellen Sebastian. Deliver comments to
709 West 9th Street, Room 420A,
Juneau, AK.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘“N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous). Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF
file formats only.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Obren Davis, 907-586—7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

NMEF'S closed directed fishing for
Pacific cod by catcher vessels using
trawl gear in the Western Regulatory
area of the GOA under §679.20(d)(1)(iii)
on February 14, 2013 (78 FR 11790,
February 20, 2013).

As of February 25, 2013, NMFS has
determined that approximately 226
metric tons of Pacific cod remain in the
A season directed fishing allowance for
CVs using trawl gear in the Western

Regulatory Area of the GOA. Therefore,
in accordance with § 679.25(a)(1)(i),
(a)(2)(1)(C), and (a)(2)(iii)(D), and to fully
utilize the A season allowance of the
2013 TAC of Pacific cod in the Western
Regulatory Area of the GOA, NMFS is
terminating the previous closure and is
reopening directed fishing for Pacific
cod by catcher vessels using trawl gear
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
GOA, effective 1200 hours, A.l.t., March
1, 2013.

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii),
the Regional Administrator finds that
this directed fishing allowance will be
reached after 48 hours. Consequently,
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for
Pacific cod by catcher vessels using
trawl gear in the Western Regulatory
Area of the GOA, effective 1200 hours,
A.Lt., March 3, 2013. The
Administrator, Alaska Region (Regional
Administrator) considered the following
factors in reaching this decision: (1) The
current catch of Pacific cod by catcher
vessels using trawl gear in the Western
Regulatory Area of the GOA and, (2) the
harvest capacity and stated intent on
future harvesting patterns of vessels in
participating in this fishery.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the opening of the directed Pacific
cod fishery by catcher vessels using
trawl gear in the Western Regulatory
Area of the GOA. Immediate notification
is necessary to allow for the orderly
conduct and efficient operation of this
fishery, to allow the industry to plan for
the fishing season, and to avoid
potential disruption to the fishing fleet
and processors. NMFS was unable to
publish a notice providing time for
public comment because the most
recent, relevant data only became
available as of February 25, 2013.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

Without this inseason adjustment,
NMEFS could not allow the Pacific cod
fishery by catcher vessels using trawl
gear in the Western Regulatory Area of
the GOA to be harvested in an expedient
manner and in accordance with the
regulatory schedule. Under
§679.25(c)(2), interested persons are
invited to submit written comments on
this action to the above address until
March 18, 2013.

This action is required by § 679.25
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 26, 2013.
Kara Meckley,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2013-04815 Filed 2—26—13; 4:15 pm]
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Administration

50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 121018563-3148-02]
RIN 0648—-XC311

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands; 2013 and 2014
Harvest Specifications for Groundfish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; closures.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces final 2013
and 2014 harvest specifications and
prohibited species catch allowances for
the groundfish fishery of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI). This action is necessary to
establish harvest limits for groundfish
during the 2013 and 2014 fishing years,
and to accomplish the goals and
objectives of the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the BSAI (FMP).
The intended effect of this action is to
conserve and manage the groundfish
resources in the BSAI in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act).

DATES: Effective from 1200 hrs, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), March 1, 2013,
through 2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31,
2014.

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the
Final Alaska Groundfish Harvest
Specifications Environmental Impact
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