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future funding for high-speed intercity
passenger rail may come from a variety
of sources, including annual
appropriations, one-time
appropriations, redistribution of
previously allocated or obligated funds,
or distribution of residual funding from
previous sources.

The Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA) allocates funds to applicants with
plans or programs that align with the
President’s key strategic transportation
goals: creating safe and efficient
transportation choices, building a
foundation for economic
competitiveness, promoting energy
efficiency and environmental quality,
and supporting interconnected livable
communities. Grants are being
administered for the following types of
projects:

e Service Development Programs—
Aimed at new high-speed rail corridor
services or substantial upgrades to
existing corridor services. Grants are
intended to fund a set of inter-related
projects that constitute a phase (or
geographic section) of a long-range
corridor plan.

¢ Individual Projects—Aimed at
discrete capital projects that will result
in service benefits or other tangible
improvements on a corridor. These
projects include completion of
preliminary engineering (PE), National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
documentation, final design (FD), and
construction, which can include
equipment procurements to provide
improved service and modernized fleets
throughout the country.

¢ Planning Projects—Aimed at
helping to establish a pipeline of future
construction projects and corridor
development programs by completing
Service Development Plans and service-
level environmental analysis for
corridors that are at an earlier stage of
the development process, as well as
State Rail Plans.

As the President outlined in his March
20, 2009 memorandum, “Ensuring
Responsible Spending of Recovery Act
Funds,” implementing agencies are to
“develop transparent, merit-based
selection criteria that will guide their
available discretion in committing,
obligating, or expending funds under
the Recovery Act.” In order to achieve
this goal, FRA created an application
process that contains clear selection
criteria and evaluation procedures.

The Application Process

In essence, the application process is
grounded on three key principles: (1)
Promoting collaboration and shared
responsibility among the Federal
Government and States, groups of States

within corridor regions, and
governments, railroads and other private
entities; (2) managing, rather than
eliminating, risk through program
management structure, controls and
procedures that permit prudent but
effective investments; and (3) ensuring
early success while building a
sustainable program to meet near-term
economic recovery goals while
developing public consensus for a long-
term program. FRA has issued interim
program guidance as well as detailed
instructions to clearly explain the
application process.

The applications include the standard
items, such as the SF 424, all ARRA-
relevant forms, and other necessary and
relevant technical documents that are
project-specific and voluntary.

In order to determine eligibility for
funds, FRA must solicit applications
and collect information from parties
interested in obtaining and utilizing
these funds for eligible projects.

Following allocation of funds to
applicants, FRA must collect
information from recipients in the form
of various required reports in order to
effectively monitor and track the
progress of all funded projects. This
process consists of:

e Tracking project activities and
progress against the approved
milestones in the Statement of Work
through quarterly submission of the
FRA Quarterly Progress Report

e Comparing the rate of a project’s
actual expenditures to the planned
amounts in the approved project
budget through the quarterly
submission of the Federal Financial
Report (SF—425)

¢ Tracking cumulative funds and job
creation through the quarterly
submission of the ARRA 1512(c)
Report for ARRA recipients

e Capturing the cumulative activities
and achievements of the project, with
respect to objectives and milestones,
through the one-time submission of
the Final Performance Report

This collection of information is
necessary in order to comply with the
funding agreements outlined in the
Notice of Grant Agreement and, for
ARRA recipients, satisfy legal
obligations identified in Section
1501(c).

Form Number(s): FRA F 6180.132,
FRA F 6180.133, FRA F 6180.134, FRA
F 6180.135, FRA F 6180.138, FRA F
6180.139, SF—425.

Annual Estimated Burden Hours:
20,384.

Addressee: Send comments regarding
these information collections to the
Office of Information and Regulatory

Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, 725 Seventeenth Street NW.,
Washington, DC, 20503, Attention: FRA
Desk Officer. Alternatively, comments
may be sent via email to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs
(OIRA), Office of Management and
Budget, at the following address:
oira_submissions@omb.eop.gov
Comments are invited on the
following: Whether the proposed
collections of information are necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Department, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
Department’s estimates of the burden of
the proposed information collections;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collections of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
A comment to OMB is best assured of
having its full effect if OMB receives it
within 30 days of publication of this
notice in the Federal Register.
Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520.
Issued in Washington, DC on October 1,
2012.
Michael Logue,
Associate Administrator for Administration,
Federal Railroad Administration.
[FR Doc. 2012-24613 Filed 10-5-12; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request for Voluntary Customer
Surveys To Implement E.O. 12862
Coordinated by the Corporate Planning
and Performance Division on Behalf of
AIl IRS Operations Functions

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning the
Voluntary Customer Surveys To
Implement E.O. 12862 Coordinated by
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the Corporate Planning and Performance
Division on Behalf of All IRS Operations
Functions.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before December 10, 2012
to be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Yvette Lawrence Internal Revenue
Service, room 6129, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DG 20224.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the form and instructions
should be directed to Elaine Christophe
at Internal Revenue Service, room 6129,
1111 Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20224, or at (202) 622—
3179, or through the internet at
Elaine.H.Christophe@irs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Voluntary Customer Surveys To
Implement E.O. 12862 Coordinated by
the Corporate Planning and Performance
Division on Behalf of All IRS Operations
Functions.

OMB Number: 1545-1432.

Abstract: This form is a generic
clearance for an undefined number of
customer satisfaction and opinion
surveys and focus group interviews to
be conducted over the next three years.
Surveys and focus groups conducted
under the generic clearance are used by
the Internal Revenue Service to
determine levels of customer
satisfaction, as well as determining
issues that contribute to customer
burden. This information will be used to
make quality improvements to products
and services.

Current Actions: We will be
conducting different customer
satisfaction and opinion surveys and
focus group interviews during the next
three years than in the past. At the
present time, is not determined what
these surveys and focus groups will be.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households, business or other for-profit
organizations, not-for-profit institutions,
farms and Federal, state, local or tribal
governments.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
250,000.

Estimated Time per Respondent: 12
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 50,000.

The following paragraph applies to all
of the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.

Books or records relating to a collection
of information must be retained as long
as their contents may become material
in the administration of any internal
revenue law. Generally, tax returns and
tax return information are confidential,
as required by 26 U.S.C. 6103.

Request for Comments: Comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be summarized and/or included in the
request for OMB approval. All
comments will become a matter of
public record. Comments are invited on:
(a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Approved: September 25, 2012.
Elaine Christophe,
Tax Analyst.
[FR Doc. 2012-24750 Filed 10-5-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before December 10, 2012
to be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Yvette B. Lawrence, Internal Revenue
Service, Room 6129, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.

Please send separate comments for
each specific information collection
listed below. You must reference the
information collection’s title, form
number, reporting or record-keeping
requirement number, and OMB number
(if any) in your comment.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
obtain additional information, or copies
of the information collection and
instructions, or copies of any comments
received, contact Elaine Christophe, at
(202) 622-3179, or at Internal Revenue
Service, Room 6129, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224, or
through the internet, at
Elaine.H.Christophe@irs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Request for Comments

The Department of the Treasury and
the Internal Revenue Service, as part of
their continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondent burden,
invite the general public and other
Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on the
proposed or continuing information
collections listed below in this notice,
as required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995, (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

Request for Comments: Comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be summarized and/or included in our
request for Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) approval of the relevant
information collection. All comments
will become a matter of public record.
Please do not include any confidential
or inappropriate material in your
comments.

We invite comments on: (a) Whether
the collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the agency’s functions, including
whether the information has practical
utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the collection
of information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide the requested information.

Information Collections Open for
Comment

Currently, the IRS is seeking
comments concerning the following
forms, and reporting and record-keeping
requirements:

Title: Real Estate Mortgage Investment
Conduits.
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