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immunotoxicology, reproductive
toxicology or teratology, and
biostatistics. Members serve overlapping
terms of up to four years. The BSC
usually meets biannually. The authority
for the NTP BSC is provided by 42
U.S.C. 217a, section 222 of the Public
Health Service Act (PHS), as amended.
The NTP BSC is governed by the
provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C.
app.), which sets forth standards for the
formation and use of advisory
committees.
Dated: September 28, 2012.
John R. Bucher,
Associate Director, National Toxicology
Program.
[FR Doc. 2012–24420 Filed 10–3–12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services
[OMB Control Number 1615–0035]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Application To Adjust
Status From Temporary to Permanent
Resident, Form I–698, Extension
Without Change, of a Currently
Approved Collection
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ACTION:

60-day notice.

The Department of Homeland
Security, U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) will be
submitting the following information
collection request for review and
clearance in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. The
information collection is published in
the Federal Register to obtain comments
from the public and affected agencies.
Comments are encouraged and will be
accepted for 60 days until December 3,
2012.
During this 60 day period, USCIS will
be evaluating whether to revise the
Form I–698. Should USCIS decide to
revise Form I–698 we will advise the
public when we publish the 30-day
notice in the Federal Register in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act. The public will then
have 30 days to comment on any
revisions to the Form I–698.
Written comments and/or suggestions
regarding the item(s) contained in this
notice, especially regarding the
estimated public burden and associated
response time, should be directed to the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS), USCIS, Office of Policy and
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Strategy, Laura Dawkins, Chief,
Regulatory Coordination Division, 20
Massachusetts Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20529. Comments may
also be submitted via the Federal
eRulemaking Portal Web site at http://
www.Regulations.gov under e-Docket ID
number USCIS–2008–0019.
All submissions received must
include the agency name and Docket ID.
Regardless of the method used for
submitting comments or material, all
submissions will be posted, without
change, to the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at http://www.regulations.gov,
and will include any personal
information you provide. Therefore,
submitting this information makes it
public. You may wish to consider
limiting the amount of personal
information that you provide in any
voluntary submission you make to DHS.
DHS may withhold information
provided in comments from public
viewing that it determines may impact
the privacy of an individual or is
offensive. For additional information,
please read the Privacy Act notice that
is available via the link in the footer of
http://www.regulations.gov.
(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;
(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agencies estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;
(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and
(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.
Overview of This Information
Collection
(1) Type of Information Collection:
Extension without Change, of a
currently approved information
collection.
(2) Title of the Form/Collection:
Application to Adjust Status from
Temporary to Permanent Resident.
(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the
Department of Homeland Security
sponsoring the collection: Form I–698.
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS).
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(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as a brief
abstract: Primary: Individuals or
Households. The data collected on this
form is used by USCIS to determine
eligibility to adjust an applicant’s
residence status.
(5) An estimate of the total number of
respondents and the amount of time
estimated for an average respondent to
respond: 165 responses at 1 hour per
response.
(6) An estimate of the total public
burden (in hours) associated with the
collection: 165 annual burden hours.
If you have additional comments,
suggestions, or need a copy of the
proposed information collection
instrument with instructions, or
additional information, please visit the
Federal eRulemaking Portal site at:
http://www.regulations.gov.
We may also be contacted at: USCIS,
Office of Policy and Strategy, Regulatory
Coordination Division, 20
Massachusetts Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20529, Telephone
number 202–272–8377.
Dated: October 1, 2012.
Laura Dawkins,
Chief, Regulatory Coordination Division,
Office of Policy and Strategy, U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services, Department of
Homeland Security.
[FR Doc. 2012–24518 Filed 10–3–12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111–97–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
[Docket No. FR–5663–N–01]

Additional Waiver Granted to and
Alternative Requirement for the Town
of Union, New York’s CDBG Disaster
Recovery Grant
Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Community Planning and
Development, HUD.
ACTION: Notice of additional waiver and
alternative requirement.
AGENCY:

This notice describes
additional waivers and alternative
requirements applicable to the
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) disaster recovery grant provided
to the town of Union, New York, for the
purpose of assisting in the recovery
related to the consequences of the
town’s 2011 disasters. HUD previously
published in the Federal Register
allocation and application notices
applicable to this grant on April 16,
2012 (77 FR 22583).
DATES: Effective Date: October 9, 2012
SUMMARY:
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Scott Davis, Director, Disaster Recovery
and Special Issues Division, Office of
Block Grant Assistance, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, 451
7th Street SW., Room 7286, Washington,
DC 20410, telephone number 202–708–
3587. Persons with hearing or speech
impairments may access this number
via TTY by calling the Federal Relay
Service at 800–877–8339. Facsimile
inquiries may be sent to Mr. Davis at
202–401–2044. (Except for the ‘‘800’’
number, these telephone numbers are
not toll-free.)
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Table of Contents
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I. Background
II. Applicable Rule, Statute, Waiver and
Alternative Requirement
III. Duration of Funding
IV. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
V. Finding of No Significant Impact

I. Background
Section 239 of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations Act, 2012 (Pub. L. 112–
55, approved November 18, 2011)
(hereinafter, ‘‘the Appropriations Act’’)
makes available up to $400 million, to
remain available until expended, in
CDBG funds for necessary expenses
related to disaster relief, long-term
recovery, restoration of infrastructure
and housing, and economic
revitalization in the most impacted and
distressed areas resulting from a major
disaster declared pursuant to the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) in 2011. The law
provides that grants shall be awarded
directly to a state or unit of general local
government at the discretion of the
Secretary. Based on the damage
estimates, the town of Union, New York,
received $10,137,818 in CDBG disaster
recovery assistance. HUD previously
published the majority of requirements
and waivers applicable to the town in
the Federal Register on April 16, 2012
(77 FR 22583).
The Appropriations Act authorizes
the Secretary to waive, or specify
alternative requirements for any
provision of any statute or regulation
that the Secretary administers in
connection with the obligation by the
Secretary, or use by the recipient, of
these funds and guarantees, except for
requirements related to fair housing,
nondiscrimination, labor standards, and
the environment (including
requirements concerning lead-based
paint), upon: (1) A request by the
grantee explaining why such a waiver is
required to facilitate the use of such
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funds or guarantees, and (2) a finding by
the Secretary that such a waiver would
not be inconsistent with the overall
purpose of the title I of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974
(HCD Act). Regulatory waiver authority
is also provided by 24 CFR 5.110,
91.600, and 570.5.
II. Applicable Rule, Statute, Waiver,
and Alternative Requirement
The Secretary finds that the waiver
and alternative requirement, as
described in this notice, is necessary to
facilitate the use of the town’s CDBG
disaster recovery funds for the statutory
purposes, and is not inconsistent with
the overall purpose of the HCD Act or
the Cranston-Gonzalez National
Affordable Housing Act, as amended.
Under the requirements of the
Appropriations Act and the Department
of Housing and Urban Development
Reform Act of 1989 (42 U.S.C. 3545) (the
HUD Reform Act), regulatory waivers
must be justified and published in the
Federal Register. The following waiver
and alternative requirement provides
additional flexibility in program design
and allows the grantee to adequately
meet statutory requirements unique to
this appropriation. As a result, the
waiver and alternative requirement
apply only to the CDBG disaster
recovery funds appropriated in the
Appropriations Act, and not to funds
provided under the annual Entitlement
CDBG program, or those provided under
any other component of the CDBG
program.
Except as described in this notice and
the April 16, 2012, Federal Register
notice, statutory and regulatory
provisions governing the Entitlement
CDBG program shall continue to apply
to the town’s allocation under this
notice. Applicable statutory provisions
can be found at 42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.
Applicable entitlement regulations can
be found at 24 CFR part 570.
1. Low-to-moderate income area
benefit national objective waiver and
alternative requirement. Section
105(c)(2) and 24 CFR 570.208(a)(1)(i),
applicable to CDBG disaster recovery
awards, sets out the requirements for the
low- and moderate-income area benefit
national objective. Specifically,
activities designed to meet this national
objective must serve an area in which at
least 51 percent of the residents are
considered to be of low- and moderateincome. Union, NY, has requested a
waiver allowing activities to meet this
national objective if at least 38 percent
of the residents in each of the service
areas can be classified as low- and
moderate-income. The town identified
38% as this is the lowest percentage of
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low- and moderate-income persons in
the services areas of the proposed
infrastructure and facilities projects.
Union, NY expressed its intent to
facilitate a full and complete recovery,
but recognizes that the CDBG disaster
recovery funds will not meet all needs.
In its waiver request, the town indicated
that damage estimates for town facilities
and infrastructure alone were between
$3 and $4 million dollars. Based on
these needs, the town determined that
its primary focus is to repair and
improve vital infrastructure that serves
and protects more than 50,000 residents
of the town. This assessment utilized
Census data, damage estimates,
insurance claims, Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
application data, and Small Business
Administration (SBA) loan data. Given
the limited CDBG disaster recovery
funds available, the town prioritized
infrastructure repairs because these
improvements will benefit significantly
more residents both immediately and in
the face of future flood events.
In making this determination, Union,
NY identified and budgeted for repairs
and improvements to critical
infrastructure facilities that will directly
benefit and assist recovery in the lowand moderate-income areas that were
affected by the disaster, even though
when considered together with other
populations within the service areas of
these facilities, the town recognizes that
overall populations served by repairs
are not predominantly low- and
moderate-income.
After meeting citizen participation
requirements, the town finalized a
budget that includes over $2.3 million
for selected infrastructure and
neighborhood facilities. The town
provided the following information to
demonstrate that the selected
infrastructure and neighborhood
facilities will benefit low- and
moderate-income populations in the
disaster-affected area:
a. Westover YMCA ($202,756
budgeted). This multipurpose facility is
located in the Westover Business
District and was flooded due to river
waters than overtopped the existing
levee. The low- and moderate-income
residential percentage for the area
served by the improvement is less than
51 (approximately 38 percent low- and
moderate-income). Westover itself was
one of the most heavily damaged areas
(over 14 percent of parcels experienced
substantial damage).
b. Johnson City Water Treatment
Plant ($716,000 budgeted). The water
plant storage facility was damaged by
the flood and a new building will be
constructed. This plant services the
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entire village of Johnson City as well as
two subdivisions. While Johnson City’s
low- and moderate-income population
is 50.5 percent, the subdivisions served
in addition to Johnson City have lower
percentages of low- and moderateincome residents, reducing the low- and
moderate-income percentage for the
service area for this activity to 46.5
percent.
c. Village of Endicott Water Plant
($150,000 budgeted) and Western
Heights Blvd. Water Tank Access
($6,000 budgeted). The project will
provide additional power and repairs to
the water plant and the plant’s access
road. Approximately 53 percent of the
village’s population is low- and
moderate-income. However, there are
additional areas served by the plant and
when the population of those areas is
included in the service area, the percent
of residents that are low- and moderateincome is reduced to 38.9 percent.
d. Westover Levee Repair/
Enhancement ($774,622 budgeted). The
levee surrounding the Westover
neighborhood was overtopped,
sustaining and causing significant
damage to the levee and surrounding
neighborhoods. The low- and moderateincome residential percentage for the
area served by the improvement is less
than 51 (approximately 38 percent lowand moderate-income). Westover was
one of the most heavily damaged areas
from the storm and has a business
district that is home to one of the town’s
largest employers.
e. North Jackson Avenue Sewer
($20,000 budgeted). The sewer back
flowed and damaged homes in the
neighborhood. The low- and moderateincome residential percentage for the
area served by the improvement is less
than 51 (approximately 38 percent lowand moderate-income).
f. Johnson City-Endicott Water Booster
Station Repairs ($31,000 budgeted). The
low- and moderate-income residential
percentage for the area served by the
improvement is less than 51
(approximately 38 percent low- and
moderate-income). The booster station
was completely under water during the
storm. The town plans on using CDBG
disaster recovery funds for
improvements so that water can be
provided to the village of Endicott.
Union, NY also carefully considered
other unmet needs within the
community and how it might meet the
remaining recovery needs of low- and
moderate-income populations. A local
survey of post-flood needs indicated
that many of surveyed households are
expected to relocate or participate in the
FEMA-assisted buyout. In addition, the
town consulted Broome County
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Department of Social Services, which
affirms that the affected households
generally received FEMA assistance or
found other means to support their
housing needs. The Broome County
Community Organizations Active In
Disaster (COAD) and volunteers
interviewed a small sample of
households in the town and found that
the majority of households surveyed
had housing needs that were not urgent.
Based on this information, the town
developed and budgeted for the housing
and acquisition programs described
below to ensure CDBG disaster recovery
funds meet other unmet needs of
residents, particularly low- and
moderate-income residents. In addition,
the town acknowledges that the
planning studies it proposes will
identify future activities and likely
result in several amendments to the
town’s initial Action Plan based on new
information regarding unmet needs:
2. The town has allocated more than
$3.9 million to the following activities
where they anticipate that the majority
of beneficiaries will have low- and
moderate-incomes:
a. Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation
($601,378 budgeted).
b. Multifamily Rehabilitation
($100,000 budgeted).
c. Homeownership Incentives
($200,000 budgeted).
2. The town has identified other
activities that may also benefit low- and
moderate-income households:
a. Acquisition for Open Space
($2,100,378 budgeted).
b. Acquisition for Redevelopment
($950,992 budgeted).
HUD acknowledges that the town also
included its Small Business Program
Structural/Capital Repairs and NonResidential Floodproofing in this waiver
request. The town indicated both
activities occur town-wide. In the
activity worksheets that supplement the
action plan, the town states that these
activities address the priority of
enhancing job creation or retention for
low- and moderate-income persons;
however it has classified these activities
as intending to meet the urgent need
national objective. After considering the
materials submitted in support of the
town’s waiver request, HUD has
determined the requested waiver will
not extend to these activities. The town
identified these activities as part of their
priority for low- and moderate-income
job creation and retention, the service
areas for these activities have not been
identified, and the town has indicated
that it plans to continue its analysis of
unmet needs for its low- and moderateincome populations.
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HUD has reviewed the information
submitted by the town in its Action Plan
and other supporting documentation in
conjunction with the Department’s
review of this waiver request. In its
funding allocation methodology, HUD
estimated the severe unmet needs of the
most impacted counties in each state
using the best available data at the time.
In its application, the town provided
updated estimates of severe damage to
storm water facilities, sanitary sewer
plans, and water treatment plants and
explained its rationale for prioritizing
repair to these facilities. The town
indicated that since the storm damaged
critical utility service facilities, it
prioritized infrastructure repairs to
significantly benefit residents both
immediately and in the face of future
flood events. Also, the town’s surveys of
homeowners and businesses indicate
that the need for repair of infrastructure
is greatest. The town’s submissions
provide a sound basis for why a waiver
is necessary to facilitate the use of
CDBG disaster recovery funds.
The town’s submissions also support
a finding that a waiver of section
105(c)(2) in conjunction with alternative
requirements is not inconsistent with
title I of the HCD Act. The town will be
able to address its most critical unmet
needs, while also ensuring it is able to
dedicate at least 50 percent of its entire
CDBG–DR award to activities that
benefit low- and moderate-income
persons. Maps of affected areas and
other information provided by the town
demonstrate the unique circumstances
faced within areas affected by Hurricane
Irene. The maps show flood inundation
to be greatest in areas that do not
include a majority of the homes
occupied by low- and moderate-income
residents. The town’s priority is to
repair damaged infrastructure and
neighborhood facilities. Although the
service areas of those facilities are often
considerably larger than the town’s
predominantly low- and moderateincome areas, investment in these
activities will also benefit disasteraffected low- and moderate-income
populations that are within the service
area of these facilities. And finally,
although the town concluded based on
its initial surveys that its greatest need
is repair of infrastructure, the town has
budgeted CDBG disaster recovery funds
for additional studies of unmet needs
and plans to amend its Action Plan as
needed based on new information
acquired in the studies.
HUD concludes that good cause exists
to support the town’s request for a
waiver of section 105(c)(2) of the HCD
Act and 24 CFR 570.208(a)(1)(i) and
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imposes the following alternative
requirements:
a. Only the activities identified as the
Westover YMCA, Johnson City Water
Treatment Plant, Village of Endicott
Water Plant, Western Heights Blvd.
Water Tank Access, Westover Levee
Repair/Enhancement, North Jackson
Avenue Sewer, and the Johnson CityEndicott Water Booster Station Repairs,
totaling $2,305,891, as detailed in the
town of Union’s Action Plan submitted
to HUD on July 23, 2012, may utilize
this waiver; and
b. If the above referenced public
improvements and public facilities
activities are classified as meeting the
low- and moderate-income area benefit
national objective, each must serve an
area in which at least 38 percent of the
residents are considered low- and
moderate-income; and must otherwise
meet all other applicable requirements,
including those for eligibility and
national objective; and
c. The town must continue to identify
the specific resources for low- and
moderate-income households in each
amendment to its Action Plan. If
additional unmet disaster recovery
needs are subsequently identified
among households with low- and
moderate-incomes, the town must make
reasonable efforts to ensure those needs
are addressed.
The activities identified above that
may utilize the waiver are only
proposed projects at this stage and the
town must complete the environmental
review process described in 24 CFR part
58 for each proposed project. If the town
determines that the environmental
review is satisfactory, the town must
request and receive a release of funds
from HUD before it can commit funds or
take any choice limiting action with
respect to the projects. Approval of this
waiver does not constitute approval of
the proposed projects.
As a reminder, CDBG–DR funds used
for all infrastructure projects must not
duplicate any benefit or other source of
funding, such as that provided through
FEMA’s Public Assistance (PA)
program. All work funded with CDBG–
DR funds on the above listed projects
must be determined as ineligible under
the FEMA PA program.
III. Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance
The Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance numbers for the disaster
recovery grants under this Notice are as
follows: 14.218; 14.228.
IV. Finding of No Significant Impact
A Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) with respect to the
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environment has been made in
accordance with HUD regulations at 24
CFR part 50, which implement section
102(2)(C) of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4332(2)(C)). The FONSI is available for
public inspection between 8 a.m. and 5
p.m. weekdays in the Regulations
Division, Office of General Counsel,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street SW., Room
10276, Washington, DC 20410–0500.
Due to security measures at the HUD
Headquarters building, an advance
appointment to review the docket file
must be scheduled by calling the
Regulations Division at 202–708–3055
(this is not a toll-free number). Hearing
or speech-impaired individuals may
access this number through TTY by
calling the toll-free Federal Relay
Service at 800–877–8339.
Dated: September 26, 2012.
Mark Johnston,
Acting Assistant Secretary for Community,
Planning and Development.
[FR Doc. 2012–24426 Filed 10–3–12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210–67–P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
[Docket No. FR–5666–N–01]

Notice of a Federal Advisory
Committee Meeting; Manufactured
Housing Consensus Committee
Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Housing—Federal Housing
Commissioner, Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD).
ACTION: Notice of a Federal advisory
committee meeting.
AGENCY:

This notice sets forth the
schedule and proposed agenda for a
meeting of the Manufactured Housing
Consensus Committee (MHCC). The
meeting is open to the public and the
site is accessible to individuals with
disabilities. The agenda provides an
opportunity for citizens to comment on
the business before the MHCC.
DATES: The meeting will be held
October 23–25, 2012, commencing at
9:00 a.m. each day.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Hilton Arlington, 950 North Stafford
Drive, Arlington, VA 22203.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Henry S. Czauski, Acting Deputy
Administrator, Office of Manufactured
Housing Programs, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, 451
7th Street SW., Room 9164, Washington,
DC 20410, Telephone number 202–708–
6423 (this is not a toll-free number).
SUMMARY:
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Persons who have difficulty hearing or
speaking may access this number via
TTY by calling the toll-free Federal
Relay Service at 800–877–8339.
Notice of
this meeting is provided in accordance
with the Federal Advisory Committee
Act, 5 U.S.C. App. 10(a)(2), through
implementing regulations at 41 CFR
102–3.150. The Manufactured Housing
Consensus Committee was established
under section 604(a)(3) of the National
Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Act of 1974, 42
U.S.C. 5403(a)(3).
Public Comment: Citizens wishing to
comment on the business of the MHCC
are encouraged to register on or before
October 16, 2012, by contacting: The
National Fire Protection Association,
attention: Robert Solomon; by mail to:
One Batterymarch Park, P.O. Box 9101,
Quincy, Massachusetts, 02169, or by fax
to 617–984–7110, or by email to
lmackay@nfpa.org.
Please submit written comments, in
addition to an oral presentation. The
MHCC strives to accommodate citizen
comments to the extent possible within
the time constraints of the meeting
agenda. Advance registration is strongly
encouraged. The MHCC will also
provide an opportunity for public
comment on specific matters on the
agenda.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Tentative Agenda:
October 23, 2012, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.
October 24, 2012, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.
October 25, 2012, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.
October 23, 2012
—Call to Order
—Opening Remarks
—Minutes of October 2011 Meeting—
Review and Approval
—Review of Agenda
—Subcommittee Meetings
October 24, 2012
—Meeting of the Full Committee
—Subcommittee and Other Reports
—Old Business
—Public Comment Period
—Consideration of Proposals
October 25, 2012
—Old Business (continued)
—New Business
—Public Comment Period
—Consideration of Proposals
—Adjourn at 1:00 p.m.
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