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(B) Includes measures that are
applicable to adults and measures that
are applicable to children.

(C) Aligns with the priorities of the
National Strategy for Quality
Improvement in Health Care issued by
the Secretary of HHS and submitted to
Congress on March 12, 2011;

(D) Only includes measures that are
either developed or adopted by a
voluntary consensus standards setting
body (such as those described in the
National Technology and Transfer
Advancement of Act of 1995 (NTTAA)
and Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Circular A—119 (1998)) or, where
appropriate endorsed measures are
unavailable, are in common use for
health plan quality measurement and
meet health plan industry standards;
and

(E) Is evidence-based.

(iii) Level of accreditation. Recognized
accrediting entities must provide
accreditation at the Exchange product
type level.

(iv) Network adequacy. The network
adequacy standards for accreditation
used by the recognized accrediting
entities must, at a minimum, be
consistent with the general
requirements for network adequacy for
QHP issuers codified in § 156.230(a).

(3) Methodological and scoring
criteria for accreditation. Recognized
accrediting entities must use transparent
and rigorous methodological and
scoring criteria.

(4) Documentation. An accrediting
entity must provide the following
documentation:

(i) To be recognized, an accrediting
entity must provide current
accreditation standards and
requirements, processes, and measure
specifications for performance measures
to demonstrate that each entity meets
the conditions described in paragraphs
(c)(2) and (3) of this section to HHS at
a time period specified by HHS.

(ii) Recognized accrediting entities
must provide any proposed changes or
updates to the accreditation standards
and requirements, processes, and
measure specifications for performance
measures with 60 days notice prior to
implementation.

(5) Data sharing requirements
between the recognized accrediting
entities and Exchanges. When
authorized by an accredited QHP issuer
pursuant to paragraph (a)(2) of this
section, recognized accrediting entities
must provide the following QHP issuer’s
accreditation survey data elements to
the Exchange in which the issuer plans
to operate one or more QHPs during the
annual certification period or as changes
occur to these data throughout the

coverage year—the name, address,
Health Insurance Oversight System
(HIOS) issuer identifier, and unique
accreditation identifier(s) of the QHP
issuer and its accredited product line(s)
and type(s) which have been released;
and for each accredited product type:

(i) HIOS product identifier (if
applicable);

(ii) Accreditation status, survey type,
or level (if applicable);

(iii) Accreditation score;

(iv) Expiration date of accreditation;
and

(v) Clinical quality measure results
and adult and child CAHPS measure
survey results (and corresponding
expiration dates of these data) at the
level specified by the Exchange.

Dated: May 23, 2012.
Marilyn Tavenner,

Acting Administrator, Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services.

Approved: May 23, 2012.
Kathleen Sebelius,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2012—-13489 Filed 6—1-12; 11:15 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

[Docket No. FWS—-R8-ES-2010-0049;
4500030113]

RIN 1018-AX89

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 12-Month Petition Finding
and Proposed Listing of
Arctostaphylos franciscana as
Endangered

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Proposed rule; reopening of
comment period.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), announce the
reopening of the public comment period
on our September 8, 2011, combined 12-
month petition finding and proposed
rule to list Arctostaphylos franciscana
(Franciscan manzanita) as endangered
and designate critical habitat under the
Endangered species Act of 1973, as
amended (Act). In the proposed rule, we
found that critical habitat was not
determinable at the time because we did
not have sufficient information on what
physical and biological features would
be essential to the conservation of the
species, or what other areas outside the
known occupied site may be essential

for the conservation of the species. The
Service seeks data and comments from
the public on this proposed listing rule
and whether the designation of critical
habitat for the species is prudent and
determinable. We are reopening the
comment period to allow all interested
parties an additional opportunity to
comment on the proposed rule and to
submit information on the status of the
species. Comments previously
submitted need not be resubmitted, as
they will be fully considered in
preparation of the final rule.

DATES: We will accept comments
received or postmarked on or before
June 20, 2012. Comments submitted
electronically using the Federal
eRulemaking Portal (see ADDRESSES
section, below) must be received by
11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on the closing
date.

ADDRESSES: Document availability: You
may obtain copies of the proposed rule
on the Internet at http://
www.regulations.gov at Docket Number
FWS-R8-ES-2010-0049, or by mail
from the Sacramento Fish and Wildlife
Office (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT).

Comment submission: You may
submit written comments by one of the
following methods:

(1) Electronically: Go to the Federal
eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. In the Search box,
enter FWS-R8-ES—-2010-0049, which is
the docket number for this rulemaking.
Then, on the left side of the screen,
under the Document Type heading,
click on the Proposed Rules link to
locate this document and submit a
comment.

(2) By hard copy: Submit by U.S. mail
or hand-delivery to: Public Comments
Processing, Attn: FWS—R8-ES-2010-
0049; Division of Policy and Directives
Management; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS
2042-PDM; Arlington, VA 22203.

We request that you send comments
only by the methods described above.
We will post all information received on
http://www.regulations.gov. This
generally means that we will post any
personal information you provide us
(see the Public Comments section below
for more information).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karen Leyse, Listing Coordinator,
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office,
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605,
Sacramento, CA 95825; by telephone at
916—414-6600; or by facsimile at
916-414-6712. If you use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD), please call the Federal
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Information Relay Service (FIRS) at
800-877-8339.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On September 8, 2011 (76 FR 55623),
we published in the Federal Register a
combined 12-month finding and
proposed rule to list Arctostaphylos
franciscana as endangered. That
proposal had a 60-day comment period,
ending November 7, 2011. We received
no requests for a public hearing;
therefore, no public hearing will be
held.

Public Comments

We will accept written comments and
information during this reopened
comment period on our proposed listing
for Arctostaphylos franciscana that
published in the Federal Register on
September 8, 2011 (76 FR 55623). We
will consider information and
recommendations from all interested
parties. We intend that any final action
resulting from this proposal be as
accurate as possible and based on the
best available scientific and commercial
data. For more information on the
specific information we are seeking,
please see the September 8, 2011,
proposed listing rule (76 FR 55623).

If you previously submitted
comments or information on the
proposed rule, please do not resubmit
them. We have incorporated them into
the public record, and we will fully
consider them in the preparation of our
final determination. Our final
determination concerning this proposed
listing and critical habitat will take into
consideration all written comments and
any additional information we receive.

You may submit your comments and
materials concerning the proposed rule
by one of the methods listed in
ADDRESSES. We request that you send
comments only by the methods
described in ADDRESSES.

If you submit a comment via http://
www.regulations.gov, your entire
comment—including any personal
identifying information—will be posted
on the Web site. We will post all
hardcopy comments on http://
www.regulations.gov as well. If you
submit a hardcopy comment that
includes personal identifying
information, you may request at the top
of your document that we withhold this
information from public review.
However, we cannot guarantee that we
will be able to do so.

Comments and materials we receive,
as well as supporting documentation we
used in preparing the proposed rule,
will be available for public inspection
on http://www.regulations.gov at Docket

No. FWS-R8-ES-2010-0049, or by
appointment, during normal business
hours, at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife
Office (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT). You may obtain copies of the
proposed rule on the Internet at
http://www.regulations.gov at Docket
No. FWS-R8-ES-2010-0049, or by mail
from the Sacramento Fish and Wildlife
Office (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT).

Authority: The authority for this action is
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Dated: May 23, 2012.

Gregory E. Siekaniec,

Deputy Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

[FR Doc. 2012—-13487 Filed 6—4—12; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), announce a
90-day finding on a petition to list the
southern white-tailed ptarmigan

(Lagopus leucura altipetens) and the Mt.

Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan

(L. L. rainierensis) as threatened under
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (Act), and designate critical
habitat. Based on our review, we find
that the petition presents substantial
scientific or commercial information
indicating that listing the southern
white-tailed ptarmigan and the Mt.
Rainier white-tailed ptarmigan may be
warranted. Therefore, with the
publication of this notice, we are
initiating a review of the status of the
two subspecies to determine if listing is
warranted. To ensure that this status
review is comprehensive, we are
requesting scientific and commercial
data and other information regarding
these subspecies. Based on the status
review, we will issue a 12-month
finding on the petition, which will

address whether the petitioned action is
warranted, as provided in section
4(b)(3)(B) of the Act. We will make a
determination on critical habitat for
these subspecies if and when we initiate
a listing action.

DATES: To allow us adequate time to
conduct this review, we request that we
receive information on or before August
6, 2012. The deadline for submitting an
electronic comment using the Federal
eRulemaking Portal (see ADDRESSES
section, below) is 11:59 p.m. Eastern
Time on this date. After August 6, 2012,
you must submit information directly to
the Colorado Ecological Services Field
Office (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section, below). Please note
that we might not be able to address or
incorporate information that we receive
after the above requested date.
ADDRESSES: You may submit
information by one of the following
methods:

(1) Electronically: Go to the Federal
eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. In the SEARCH
field, enter Docket No. FWS-R6-ES—
2012-0023, which is the docket number
for this action. Then click on the Search
button. You may submit a comment by
clicking on “Submit a Comment.”

(2) By hard copy: Submit by U.S. mail
or hand-delivery to: Public Comments
Processing, Attn: FWS-R6-ES—-2012—-
0023; Division of Policy and Directives
Management; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS
2042-PDM; Arlington, VA 22203.

We will not accept email or faxes. We
will post all information we receive on
http://www.regulations.gov. This
generally means that we will post any
personal information you provide us
(see the Request for Information section
below for more details).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan Linner, Field Supervisor, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado
Ecological Services Field Office, P.O.
Box 25486, DFC Mail Stop 65412,
Denver, CO 80225-0486; telephone
(303) 236-4773; fax (303) 236—4005. If
you use a telecommunications device
for the deaf (TDD), please call the
Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 800—-877—-8339.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Request for Information

When we make a finding that a
petition presents substantial
information indicating that listing a
species may be warranted, we are
required to promptly review the status
of the species (status review). For the
status review to be complete and based
on the best available scientific and
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