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tagged, photographed, and released. A 
subsample of animals are subject to 
barnacle, keratin, fecal, and tissue 
sampling, cloacal swabs, and 
attachment of satellite and/or VHF 
transmitters. Up to five loggerhead, one 
Kemp’s ridley, one green, one 
leatherback, and one hawksbill sea 
turtle could be accidentally killed over 
the life of the permit. Permit No. 15566– 
01 increases the number of Kemp’s 
ridleys that may be captured from 29 to 
79 turtles annually. The 50 additional 
sea turtles will be captured, handled, 
blood sampled, measured, flipper and 
PIT tagged, photographed, and released. 

Issuance of this modification, as 
required by the ESA, was based on a 
finding that such permit (1) was applied 
for in good faith, (2) will not operate to 
the disadvantage of such endangered or 
threatened species, and (3) is consistent 
with the purposes and policies set forth 
in section 2 of the ESA. 

Dated: May 7, 2012. 
Tammy C. Adams, 
Acting Chief, Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2012–11522 Filed 5–10–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA602 

Marine Mammals; File Nos. 16109 and 
15575 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permits. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
permits have been issued to GeoMarine, 
Inc. [File No. 16109] (Responsible Party: 
Jason Holt See; Principal Investigator: 
Amy Whitt), 2201 K Avenue, Suite A2, 
Plano, TX 75074 and to Robert A. 
DiGiovanni Jr. [File No. 15575], 
Riverhead Foundation for Marine 
Research and Preservation, 467 East 
Main St., Riverhead, NY 11901 to 
conduct research on marine mammals 
and sea turtles. 
ADDRESSES: The permits and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following offices: 
Permits and Conservation Division, 

Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; 

phone (301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713– 
0376; 

Northeast Region, NMFS, 55 Great 
Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 
01930; phone (978) 281–9328; fax 
(978) 281–9394; and 

Southeast Region, NMFS, 263 13th 
Avenue South, Saint Petersburg, FL 
33701; phone (727) 824–5312; fax 
(727) 824–5309. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Joselyd Garcia-Reyes [for File No. 
16109] or Laura Morse [for File No. 
15575] at (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On August 
17, 2011, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (76 FR 51001) that 
requests for permits to conduct research 
on marine mammals and sea turtles had 
been submitted by the above-named 
applicants. The requested permits have 
been issued under the authority of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), and the regulations governing 
the taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR parts 222–226). 

File No. 16109: GeoMarine, Inc. was 
issued a permit that authorizes takes of 
35 species of cetaceans, four species of 
pinnipeds, and five species of sea turtles 
from New Jersey to North Carolina. The 
research involves harassment by survey 
approach during shipboard transect 
surveys. Eleven of the 44 species 
targeted for research are listed as 
threatened or endangered: Blue whale 
(Balaenoptera musculus), fin whale (B. 
physalus), humpback whale (Megaptera 
novaeangliae), North Atlantic right 
whale (Eubalaena glacialis), sei whale 
(B. borealis), sperm whale (Physeter 
macrocephalus), green sea turtle 
(Chelonia mydas), hawksbill sea turtle 
(Eretmochelys imbricata), loggerhead 
sea turtle (Caretta caretta), Kemp’s 
ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), 
and leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys 
coriacea). The permit expires May 15, 
2017. 

File No. 15575: Robert Di Giovanni, Jr. 
was issued a permit that authorizes 
takes of North Atlantic right whales and 
43 other marine mammal and sea turtle 
species to conduct photo-identification 
surveys from both aerial and vessel 
platforms from North Carolina to 
Massachusetts. Eleven of the 44 species 
to be targeted for research are listed as 
threatened or endangered: Blue whale, 
fin whale, humpback whale, North 
Atlantic right whale, sei whale, sperm 
whale, green sea turtle, hawksbill sea 

turtle, loggerhead sea turtle, Kemp’s 
ridley sea turtle, and leatherback sea 
turtle. In addition, pinniped research 
includes the placement of remote 
camera systems at pinniped haul out 
sites for long-term monitoring of 
behavior and abundance, and collection 
of scat for health assessment studies. 
Opportunistic sighting data will be 
collected during vessel transits to and 
from pinniped haul out sites. The 
permit expires May 15, 2017. 

An environmental assessment (EA) 
was prepared analyzing the effects of 
the permitted activities on the human 
environment, in compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). Based on 
the analyses in the EA, NMFS 
determined that issuance of the permits 
would not significantly impact the 
quality of the human environment and 
that preparation of an environmental 
impact statement was not required. That 
determination is documented in a 
Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI), signed on May 1, 2012. 

As required by the ESA, issuance of 
these permits was based on a finding 
that such permits: (1) Were applied for 
in good faith; (2) will not operate to the 
disadvantage of such endangered 
species; and (3) are consistent with the 
purposes and policies set forth in 
section 2 of the ESA. 

Dated: May 7, 2012. 
Tammy C. Adams, 
Acting Chief, Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2012–11521 Filed 5–10–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Availability of Seats for the Gray’s Reef 
National Marine Sanctuary Advisory 
Council 

AGENCY: Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries (ONMS), National Ocean 
Service (NOS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
applications. 

SUMMARY: The ONMS is seeking 
applications for the following vacant 
seats on the Gray’s Reef National Marine 
Sanctuary Advisory Council: sport 
fishing, conservation and charter/ 
commercial fishing. Applicants are 
chosen based upon their particular 
expertise and experience in relation to 
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the seat for which they are applying; 
community and professional affiliations; 
philosophy regarding the protection and 
management of marine resources; and 
possibly the length of residence in the 
area affected by the sanctuary. 
Applicants who are chosen as members 
should expect to serve 3-year terms, 
pursuant to the council’s Charter. 
DATES: Applications are due by June 29, 
2012. 
ADDRESSES: Application kits may be 
obtained from Becky Shortland, Council 
Coordinator (becky.shortland@noaa.gov, 
10 Ocean Science Circle, Savannah, GA 
31411; 912–598–2381). Completed 
applications should be sent to the same 
address. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Becky Shortland, Council Coordinator 
(becky.shortland@noaa.gov, 10 Ocean 
Science Circle, Savannah, GA 31411; 
912–598–2381). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
sanctuary advisory council was 
established in August 1999 to provide 
advice and recommendations on 
management and protection of the 
sanctuary. The advisory council, 
through its members, also serves as 
liaison to the community regarding 
sanctuary issues and represents 
community interests, concerns, and 
management needs to the sanctuary and 
NOAA. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1431, et seq. 
(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 
Number 11.429 Marine Sanctuary Program) 

Dated: April 27, 2012. 
Daniel J. Basta, 
Director, Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries, National Ocean Service, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2012–11030 Filed 5–10–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–M 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA691 

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Specified Activities; Taking Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Seismic Survey 
in Cook Inlet, AK 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of incidental 
take authorization. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 

(MMPA) regulations, notification is 
hereby given that NMFS has issued an 
Incidental Harassment Authorization 
(IHA) to the Apache Alaska Corporation 
(Apache) to take marine mammals, by 
harassment, incidental to a proposed 3D 
seismic survey in Cook Inlet, Alaska, 
between April 2012 and April 2013. 
DATES: Effective April 30, 2012, to April 
30, 2013. 
ADDRESSES: A copy of the IHA and 
application are available by writing to 
Jolie Harrison, Incidental Take Team 
Supervisor, Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910 or by telephoning the contacts 
listed here. 

A copy of the application used in this 
document may be obtained by writing to 
the address specified above, telephoning 
the contact listed below (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT), or 
visiting the Internet at: http:// 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/ 
incidental.htm. Documents cited in this 
notice may also be viewed, by 
appointment, during regular business 
hours, at the aforementioned address. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Brian D. Hopper, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the 

MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct 
the Secretary of Commerce to authorize, 
upon request, the incidental, but not 
intentional, taking of small numbers of 
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who 
engage in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and either regulations are 
issued or, if the taking is limited to 
harassment, a notice of a proposed 
authorization is provided to the public 
for review. 

Authorization for incidental taking of 
small numbers of marine mammals shall 
be granted if NMFS finds that the taking 
will have a negligible impact on the 
species or stock(s), and will not have an 
unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
subsistence uses (where relevant). The 
authorization must set forth the 
permissible methods of taking, other 
means of effecting the least practicable 
adverse impact on the specie or stock 
and its habitat, and requirements 
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring 
and reporting of such takings. NMFS 
has defined ‘‘negligible impact’’ in 50 
CFR 216.103 as ‘‘* * * an impact 
resulting from the specified activity that 

cannot be reasonably expected to, and is 
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect 
the species or stock through effects on 
annual rates of recruitment or survival.’’ 

Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA 
established an expedited process by 
which citizens of the U.S. can apply for 
an authorization to incidentally take 
small numbers of marine mammals by 
harassment. Section 101(a)(5)(D) 
establishes a 45-day time limit for 
NMFS review of an application 
followed by a 30-day public notice and 
comment period on any proposed 
authorizations for the incidental 
harassment of marine mammals. Within 
45 days of the close of the comment 
period, NMFS must either issue or deny 
the authorization. 

Except with respect to certain 
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA 
defines ‘‘harassment’’ as: any act of 
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i) 
has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild [‘‘Level A harassment’’]; or (ii) has 
the potential to disturb a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering [‘‘Level B 
harassment’’]. 

Summary of Request 
NMFS received an application on 

June 15, 2011, from Apache for the 
taking, by harassment, of marine 
mammals incidental to a 3D seismic 
survey program in Cook Inlet, Alaska. 
After addressing comments from NMFS, 
Apache modified its application and 
submitted a revised application on July 
19, 2011. The July 19, 2011, application 
was the one available for public 
comment (see ADDRESSES) and 
considered by NMFS for this IHA. On 
September 21, 2011, NMFS published a 
notice in the Federal Register (76 FR 
58473) discussing the effects on marine 
mammals and making preliminary 
determinations regarding a proposed 
IHA. The notice initiated a 30 day 
public comment period, which closed 
on October 21, 2011. 

Apache’s 3D seismic surveys would 
employ the use of two source vessels. 
Each source vessel will be equipped 
with compressors and 2400 in3 airgun 
arrays, as well as additional lower- 
powered and higher frequency survey 
equipment for collecting bathymetric 
and shallow sub-bottom data. In 
addition, one source vessel will be 
equipped with a 440 in3 shallow water 
airgun array, which it can deploy at 
high tide in the intertidal area in less 
than 1.8 m of water. The proposed 
survey will take place in Cook Inlet. 
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