>
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 87/Friday, May 4, 2012/ Notices

26517

SUMMARY: The Caribbean Fishery

Management Council’s (Council)

Outreach and Education Advisory Panel

will hold a meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held on May

29, 2012, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: Buccaneer Hotel, 5007

Estate Shoys, Lot 7, Christiansted, St.

Croix, U.S.V.L.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Caribbean Fishery Management Council,

268 Munoz Rivera Avenue, Suite 1108,

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918-1920,

telephone: (787) 766-5926.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The

Caribbean Fishery Management

Council’s Outreach and Education

Advisory Panel will meet to discuss the

items contained in the following

agenda:

¢ Call to order

¢ Inventory Resources

—Presentation by Outreach and
Education Panel Members
—CFMC Outreach and Education

Needs

e Ideas and Strategies for Outreach and
Education

o QOutline for the Outreach and
Education Strategic Plan for the
U.S. Caribbean

¢ Other Business

The established times for addressing
items on the agenda may be adjusted as
necessary to accommodate the timely
completion of discussion relevant to the
agenda items. To further accommodate
discussion and completion of all items
on the agenda, the meeting may be
extended from or completed prior to the
date established in this notice.

The meetings are open to the public,
and will be conducted in English.
Fishers and other interested persons are
invited to attend and participate with
oral or written statements regarding
agenda issues.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be subjects for formal
action during this meeting. Actions will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice, and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided that the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. For more
information or request for sign language
interpretation and/other auxiliary aids,
please contact Mr. Miguel A. Rolén,

Executive Director, Caribbean Fishery
Management Council, 268 Mufioz
Rivera Avenue, Suite 1108, San Juan,
Puerto Rico, 00918-1920, telephone
(787) 766—5926, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Dated: May 1, 2012.

Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2012-10761 Filed 5-3-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XV40

Marine Mammals; File No. 14118

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a
permit has been issued to Becky
Woodward, Ph.D., University of Maine,
9500 Old Retriever Trail, Charles City,
Virginia 23030 to conduct research on
Eastern gray (Eschrichtius robustus),
minke (Balaenoptera acutorostrata), and
short- and long-finned pilot whales
(Globicephala spp.) and endangered
humpback (Megaptera novaeangliae)
whales. Fin (B. physalus) and sei (B.
borealis) whales may be incidentally
harassed.

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices: See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kristy Beard or Carrie Hubard, (301)
427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On March
23, 2010, notice was published in the
Federal Register (75 FR 13730) that a
request for a permit to conduct research
on the species identified above had been
submitted by the above-named
applicant. The requested permit has
been issued under the authority of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), and the regulations governing
the taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222—-226).

The permit authorizes takes during
research involving tagging using a
peduncle belt type attachment
mechanism, photo-identification,
behavioral observations, tracking and
monitoring, passive acoustics,
photography and video both above and
under water, and collection of sloughed
skin. Research will occur in the North
Atlantic from Maine to Texas, and in the
North Pacific from Alaska to California,
including Hawaii. Multiple research
objectives would be addressed using
data from the tags, including: (1) Long-
term movement and habitat use studies
using satellite/GPS/depth tags, (2)
medium-term acoustic studies using an
audio recording package to examine
transmitted and received sound, and (3)
extended fine-scale behavioral ecology
studies using multi-sensor data
recording packages. The permit is valid
for five years from the date of issuance.

An environmental assessment (EA)
was prepared analyzing the effects of
the permitted activities on the human
environment in compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). Based on
the analyses in the EA, NMFS
determined that issuance of the permit
would not significantly impact the
quality of the human environment and
that preparation of an environmental
impact statement was not required. That
determination is documented in a
Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI), signed on April 27, 2012.

As required by the ESA, issuance of
this permit was based on a finding that
such permit: (1) Was applied for in good
faith; (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of such endangered
species; and (3) is consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA.

Documents may be reviewed in the
following locations:

Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone (301)
427-8401; fax (301) 713—-0376;

Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600 Sand
Point Way NE., BIN C15700, Bldg. 1,
Seattle, WA 98115-0700; phone (206)
526—6150; fax (206) 526—6426;

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668; phone
(907) 586-7221; fax (907) 586—7249;

Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach,
CA 90802—4213; phone (562) 980-4001;
fax (562) 980-4018;

Pacific Islands Region, NMFS, 1601
Kapiolani Blvd., Rm 1110, Honolulu, HI
96814—4700; phone (808) 944—2200; fax
(808) 973-2941;
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Northeast Region, NMFS, 55 Great
Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930;
phone (978) 281-9328; fax (978) 281—
9394; and

Southeast Region, NMFS, 263 13th
Avenue South, Saint Petersburg, FL
33701; phone (727) 824-5312; fax (727)
824-5309.

Dated: May 1, 2012.
Tammy C. Adams,

Acting Chief, Permits and Conservation
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2012-10846 Filed 5-3—12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

United States Patent and Trademark
Office

[Docket No. PTO-C-2012-0023]

Public Advisory Committees

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice and request for
nominations.

SUMMARY: On November 29, 1999, the
President signed into law the Patent and
Trademark Office Efficiency Act (the
“Act”), Public Law 106—113, which,
among other things, established two
Public Advisory Committees to review
the policies, goals, performance, budget
and user fees of the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO) with
respect to patents, in the case of the
Patent Public Advisory Committee, and
with respect to trademarks, in the case
of the Trademark Public Advisory
Committee, and to advise the Director
on these matters (now codified at 35
U.S.C. 5). The USPTO is requesting
nominations for three (3) members to
the Patent Public Advisory Committee,
and two (2) members to the Trademark
Public Advisory Committee, for terms of
three years that begin on expiration of
the predecessors’ terms.

DATES: Nominations must be
postmarked or electronically
transmitted on or before June 11, 2012.
ADDRESSES: Persons wishing to submit
nominations should send the nominee’s
resumé to John W. Cabeca, Senior
Advisor, Office of the Under Secretary
of Commerce for Intellectual Property
and Director of the USPTO, Post Office
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia, 22313—
1450; by electronic mail to:
PPACnominations@uspto.gov for the
Patent Public Advisory Committee or
TPACnominations@uspto.gov for the
Trademark Patent Public Advisory
Committee; by facsimile transmission

marked to the Senior Advisor’s attention
at (571) 273-0464; or by mail marked to
the Senior Advisor’s attention and
addressed to the Office of the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the USPTO,
Post Office Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia, 22313-1450.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
W. Cabeca, Senior Advisor, Office of the
Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Director of the
USPTO, by facsimile transmission
marked to his attention at (571) 273—
0464, or by mail marked to his attention
and addressed to the Office of the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the USPTO,
Post Office Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia, 22313-1450.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Committees’ duties include:

¢ Review and advise the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the USPTO on
matters relating to policies, goals,
performance, budget, and user fees of
the USPTO relating to patents and
trademarks, respectively; and

e Within 60 days after the end of each
fiscal year: (1) Prepare an annual report
on matters listed above; (2) transmit a
report to the Secretary of Commerce, the
President, and the Committees on the
Judiciary of the Senate and the House of
Representatives; and (3) publish the
report in the Official Gazette of the
USPTO.

Advisory Committees

The Public Advisory Committees are
each composed of nine (9) voting
members who are appointed by the
Secretary of Commerce (the ““Secretary”)
and serve at the pleasure of the
Secretary for three (3)-year terms. The
Public Advisory Committee members
must be United States citizens and
represent the interests of diverse users
of the USPTO, both large and small
entity applicants in proportion to the
number of such applications filed. The
Committees must include members who
have “substantial backgrounds and
achievement in finance, management,
labor relations, science, technology, and
office automation” (35 U.S.C. 5(b)(3)). In
the case of the Patent Public Advisory
Committee, at least twenty-five (25)
percent of the members must represent
“small business concerns, independent
inventors, and nonprofit organizations,”
and at least one member must represent
the independent inventor community
(35 U.S.C. 5(b)(2)). Each of the Public
Advisory Committees also includes
three (3) non-voting members
representing each labor organization

recognized by the USPTO.
Administration policy discourages the
appointment of federally registered
lobbyists to agency advisory boards and
commissions (Lobbyists on Agency
Boards and Commissions, http://
www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2009/09/23/
lobbyist-agency-boards-and-
commissions (Sept. 23, 2009, 2:33PM
EST)); cf. Exec. Order No. 13490, 74 FR
4673 (January 21, 2009) (while
Executive Order 13490 does not
specifically apply to federally registered
lobbyists appointed by agency or
department heads, it sets forth the
Administration’s general policy of
decreasing the influence of special
interests in the Federal Government).

Procedures and Guidelines of the
Patent and Trademark Public Advisory
Committees

Each newly appointed member of the
Patent and Trademark Public Advisory
Committees will serve for a term of
three years beginning at the expiration
of his or her predecessor’s term. As
required by the Act, members of the
Patent and Trademark Public Advisory
Committees will receive compensation
for each day while the member is
attending meetings or engaged in the
business of that Advisory Committee.
The enabling statute states that members
are to be compensated at the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic
pay in effect for level III of the Executive
Schedule under section 5314 of Title 5,
United States Code. Committee
members are compensated on an hourly
basis, calculated at the daily rate. While
away from home or regular place of
business, each member will be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, as authorized by
Section 5703 of Title 5, United States
Code. The USPTO will provide clerical
and other support services for the
Committees as the Director may
determine to be necessary and proper.

Applicability of Certain Ethics Laws

Members of each Public Advisory
Committee shall be Special Government
Employees within the meaning of
Section 202 of Title 18, United States
Code. The following additional
information includes several, but not
all, of the ethics rules that apply to
members, and assumes that members
are not engaged in Public Advisory
Committee business more than sixty
days during any period of 365
consecutive days.

e Each member will be required to
file a confidential financial disclosure
form within thirty (30) days of
appointment (5 CFR 2634.202(c),
2634.204, 2634.903, and 2634.904(b)).
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